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N  placing  this  volume 
before  their  patrons, 
the  publishers  feel 
that  their  work  will 
stand  the  test  of  can¬ 
did  criticism,  and  that 
the  Biographical 
and  Historical  Record  of 
Black  Hawk  County  will  be 
received  and  perused  with  pleas¬ 
ure  by.  all.  This  is  not  merely  a 
local  work,  but  one  which  in 
some  measure  is  interesting  to 
ever)’  true  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  Nation  justly  is 
proud  of  its  rulers,  and  their 
protraits  and  biographies  will 
prove  of  interest  in  every  American  home. 
A  State  looks  with  pride  over  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  growth  from  a  barren  tract  to  its 
present  position  among  its  sisters,  and  is 
interested  in  knowing  something  of  the  men 
who  have  stood  at  the  head  of  its  affairs ; 
and  in  like  manner  the  citizens  of  a  county 
are  interested  in  hearing  and  reading  of 
those  who  have  labored  to  make  their 
county  and  its  cities  what  they  are  to-day. 
Thus  we  have  endeavored  to  meet  all  these 
desires  and  have  prepared  this  volume.  It 
may  contain  some  errors,  as  perfection  is 
not  attainable  in  this  world,  but  we  trust 
they  are  so  trivial  that  they  will  be  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  many  entertaining  and  in¬ 


structive  points  that  are  free  from  error. 
In  some  instances  we  have  noticed  that 
members  of  the  same  family  differ  in  the 
spelling  of  the  name,  and  also  in  the  dates 
of  certain  events.  In  these  cases  we  have 
tried  to  “  follow  copy,”  not  knowing  which 
was  correct.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  if 
members  of  the  same  family  differ,  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  community  also  will  not  agree  in 
relating  the  same  circumstance,  and  the 
historian  is  often  at  a  loss  to  know  which 
statement  to  record.  We  have  tried  to 
prove  all  things  and  to  give  to  our  readers 
those  items  which  are  of  interest  in  as  re¬ 
liable  a  form  as  is  possible. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Black  Hawk  County  this  Record, 
and  feel  sure  that  as  the  years  go  by  it  will 
grow  in  interest  and  value,  giving  the  ris¬ 
ing  generation  an  account  of  the  lives  and 
adventures  of  their  forefathers — the  pio¬ 
neers,  who  labored  to  make  the  homes 
they  now  enjoy.  Many  of  these,  were  it 
not  for  works  of  this  kind,  would  soon  be 
forgotten,  and  the  part  they  took  in  the 
early  days  would  in  many  cases  be  ascribed 
to  others  ;  but  in  after  years,  when  the  his¬ 
torian  is  gathering  data  he  will  examine 
and  cull  from  this  Record  the  items  with 
which  to  prepare  a  memorial  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Black  Hawk  County. 

The  Publishers. 

Chicago,  July,  1886. 
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EORGE  WASHING¬ 
TON,  the  “  Father  of 
his  Country’’  and  its 
first  President,  1789- 
’97,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  1732,  in  Wash¬ 
ington  Parish,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Virginia. 
His  father,  Augustine  Wash¬ 
ington,  first  married  Jane  But¬ 
ler,  who  bore  him  four  chil¬ 
dren,  and  March  6,  1730,  he 
married  Mary  Ball.  Of  six 
children  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage,  George  was  the  eldest, 
the  others  being  Betty,  Samuel,  John,  Au¬ 
gustine,  Charles  and  Mildred,  of  whom  the 
youngest  died  in  infancy.  Little  is  known 
of  the  early  years  of  Washington,  beyond 
the  fact  that  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born  was  burned  during  his  early  child¬ 
hood,  and  that  his  father  thereupon  moved 
to  another  farm,  inherited  from  his  paternal 
ancestors,  situated  in  Stafford  County,  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  where 
he  acted  as  agent  of  the  Principio  Iron 
Works  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  died 
there  in  1743. 

From  earliest  childhood  George  devel¬ 
oped  a  noble  character.  He  had  a  vigorous 
constitution,  a  fine  form,  and  great  bodily 
strength.  His  education  was  somewhat  de¬ 


fective,  being  confined  to  the  elementary 
branches  taught  him  by  his  mother  and  at 
a  neighboring  school.  He  developed,  how¬ 
ever,  a  fondness  for  mathematics,  and  en¬ 
joyed  in  that  branch  the  instructions  of  a 
private  teacher.  O11  leaving  school  he  re¬ 
sided  for  some  time  at  Mount  Vernon  with 
his  half  brother,  Lawrence,  who  acted  as 
his  guardian,  and  who  had  married  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  neighbor  at  Belvoir  on  the  Poto¬ 
mac,  the  wealthy  William  Fairfax,  for  some 
time  president  of  the  executive  council  of 
the  colony.  Both  Fairfax  and  his  son-in-law, 
Lawrence  Washington,  had  served  with  dis¬ 
tinction  in  1740  as  officers  of  an  American 
battalion  at  the  siege  of  Carthagena,  and 
were  friends  and  correspondents  of  Admiral 
Vernon,  for  whom  the  latter’s  residence  on 
the  Potomac  has  been  named.  George’s 
inclinations  were  for  a  similar  career,  and  a 
midshipman’s  warrant  was  procured  for 
him,  probably  through  the  influence  of  the 
Admiral ;  but  through  the  opposition  of  his 
mother  the  project  was  abandoned.  The 
family  connection  with  the  Fairfaxes,  how¬ 
ever,  opened  another  career  for  the  young 
man,  who,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  surveyor  to  the  immense  estates  of 
the  eccentric  Lord  Fairfax,  who  was  then 
on  a  visit  at  Belvoir,  and  who  shortly  after¬ 
ward  established  his  baronial  residence  at 
Green  way  Court,  in  the  Shenandoah  V  alley. 
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PRESIDENTS  OB  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Three  years  were  passed  by  young  Wash¬ 
ington  in  a  rough  frontier  life,  gaining  ex¬ 
perience  which  afterward  proved  very  es¬ 
sential  to  him. 

In  1751,  when  the  Virginia  militia  were 
put  under  training  with  a  view  to  active 
service  against  France,  Washington,  though 
only  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  appointed 
Adjutant  with  the  rank  of  Major.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  of  that  year  the  failing  health  of 
Lawrence  Washington  rendered  it  neces¬ 
sary  for  him  to  seek  a  warmer  climate,  and 
George  accompanied  him  in  a  voyage  to 
Barbadoes.  They  returned  early  in  1752, 
and  Lawrence  shortly  afterward  died,  leav¬ 
ing  his  large  property  to  an  infant  daughter. 
In  his  will  George  was  named  one  of  the 
executors  and  as  eventual  heir  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  by  the  death  of  the  infant  niece 
soon  succeeded  to  that  estate. 

On  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Virginia  in  1752 
the  militia  was  reorganized,  and  the  prov¬ 
ince  divided  into  four  districts.  Washing¬ 
ton  was  commissioned  by  Dinwiddie  Adju¬ 
tant-General  of  the  Northern  District  in 
1753,  and  in  November  of  that  year  a  most 
important  as  well  as  hazardous  mission  was 
assigned  him.  This  was  to  proceed  to  the 
Canadian  posts  recently  established  on 
French  Creek,  near  Lake  Erie,  to  demand 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England  the 
withdrawal  of  the  French  from  a  territory 
claimed  by  Virginia.  This  enterprise  had 
been  declined  by  more  than  one  officer, 
since  it  involved  a  journey  through  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  almost  unexplored  wilderness 
in  the  occupancy  of  savage  Indian  tribes, 
either  hostile  to  the  English,  or  of  doubtful 
attachment.  Major  Washington,  however, 
accepted  the  commission  with  alacrity  ;  and, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Gist,  he  reached 
Fort  Le  Boeuf  on  French  Creek,  delivered 
his  dispatches  and  received  reply,  which,  of 
course,  was  a  polite  refusal  to  surrender  the 
posts.  This  reply  was  of  such  a  character 


as  to  induce  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  to 
authorize  the  executive  to  raise  a  regiment 
of  300  men  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  asserted  rights  of  the  British  crown 
over  the  territory  claimed.  As  Washing¬ 
ton  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  that  post, 
the  command  of  this  regiment  was  given  to 
Colonel  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washing¬ 
ton,  at  his  own  request,  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  On  the  march  to  Ohio, 
news  was  received  that  a  party  previously 
sent  to  build  a  fort  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Monongahela  with  the  Ohio  had  been 
driven  back  bv  a  considerable  French  force, 
which  had  completed  the  work  there  be¬ 
gun,  and  named  it  Fort  Duquesne,  in  honor 
of  the  Marquis  Duquesne,  then  Governor 
of  Canada.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
great  “  French  and  Indian  war,”  which  con¬ 
tinued  seven  years.  On  the  death  of  Colonel 
Fry,  Washington  succeeded  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  regiment,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  his  trust  that  the  Virginia  Assembly 
commissioned  him  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  all  the  forces  raised  in  the  colony. 

A  cessation  of  all  Indian  hostility  on  the 
frontier  having  followed  the  expulsion  of 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  the  object  of 
W ashington  was  accomplished  and  he  re¬ 
signed  his  commission  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Virginia  forces.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Williamsburg  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  General  Assembly,  of  which  he  had 
been  elected  a  member. 

January  17,  1759,  Washington  married 
Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  a  young 
and  beautiful  widow  of  great  wealth,  and  de¬ 
voted  himself  for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years 
to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture,  inter¬ 
rupted  only  by  his  annual  attendance  in 
winter  upon  the  Colonial  Legislature  at 
Williamsburg,  until  summoned  by  his 
country  to  enter  upon  that  other  arena  in 
which  his  fame  was  to  become  world  wide. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  trace  the  details 
of  the  struggle  upon  the  question  of  local 
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self-government,  which,  after  ten  years,  cul¬ 
minated  by  act  of  Parliament  of  the  port  of 
Boston.  It  was  at  the  instance  of  Virginia 
that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called 
to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5,  1774, 
to  secure  their  common  liberties — if  possible 
by  peaceful  means.  To  this  Congress 
Colonel  Washington  was  sent  as  a  dele¬ 
gate.  On  dissolving  in  October,  it  recom¬ 
mended  the  colonies  to  send  deputies  to 
another  Congress  the  following  spring.  In 
the  meantime  several  of  the  colonies  felt 
impelled  to  raise  local  forces  to  repel  in¬ 
sults  and  aggressions  on  the  part  of  British 
troops,  so  that  on  the  assembling  of  the  next 
Congress,  May  10,  1775,  the  war  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  mother  country  were  unmis¬ 
takable.  The  battles  of  Concord  and  Lex¬ 
ington  had  been  fought.  Among  the  earliest 
acts,  therefore,  of  the  Congress  was  the 
selection  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the 
colonial  forces.  This  office  was  unani¬ 
mously  conferred  upon  Washington,  still  a 
member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted  it 
on  June  19,  but  on  the  express  condition  he 
should  receive  no  salary. 

He  immediately  repaired  to  the  vicinity 
of  Boston,  against  which  point  the  British 
ministry  had  concentrated  their  forces.  As 
early  as  April  General  Gage  had  3,000 
troops  in  and  around  this  proscribed  city. 
During  the  fall  and  winter  the  British  policy 
clearly  indicated  a  purpose  to  divide  pub¬ 
lic  sentiment  and  to  build  up  a  British  party 
in  the  colonies.  Those  who  sided  with  the 
ministry  were  stigmatized  by  the  patriots 
as  “  Tories,”  while  the  patriots  took  to  them¬ 
selves  the  name  of  “  Whigs.” 

As  early  as  1776  the  leading  men  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
hope  except  in  separation  and  indepen¬ 
dence.  In  May  of  that  year  Washington 
wrote  from  the  head  of  the  army  in  New 
York:  “A  reconciliation  with  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  is  impossible . When  I  took 

command  of  the  army,  I  abhorred  the  idea 


of  independence  ;  but  I  am  now  fully  satis¬ 
fied  that  nothing  else  will  save  us.” 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to  trace 
the  military  acts  of  the  patriot  hero,  to 
whose  hands  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of 
the  United  States  were  confided  during  the 
seven  years’  bloody  struggle  that  ensued 
until  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  which  England 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  each  of 
the  thirteen  States,  and  negotiated  with 
them,  jointly,  as  separate  sovereignties.  The 
merits  of  Washington  as  a  military  chief¬ 
tain  have  been  considerably  discussed,  espe¬ 
cially  by  writers  in  his  own  country.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war  he  was  most  bitterly  assailed 
for  incompetency,  and  great  efforts  were 
made  to  displace  him  ;  but  he  never  for  a 
moment  lost  the  confidence  of  either  the 
Congress  or  the  people.  December  4,  1783, 
the  great  commander  took  leave  of  his  offi¬ 
cers  in  most  affectionate  and  patriotic  terms, 
and  went  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where 
the  Congress  of  the  States  was  in  session, 
and  to  that  body,  when  peace  and  order 
prevailed  everywhere,  resigned  his  com¬ 
mission  and  retired  to  Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  in  1788  that  Washington  was  called 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  nation.  He 
received  every  electoral  vote  cast  in  all  the 
colleges  of  the  States  voting  for  the  office 
of  President.  The  4th  of  March,  1789*  was 
the  time  appointed  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  begin  its  operations, 
but  several  weeks  elapsed  before  quorums 
of  both  the  newly  constituted  houses  of  the 
Congress  were  assembled.  The  city  of  New 
York  was  the  place  where  the  Congress 
then  met.  April  16  Washington  left  his 
home  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
new  duties.  He  set  out  with  a  purpose  of 
traveling  privately,  and  without  attracting 
any  public  attention ;  but  this  was  impossi¬ 
ble.  Everywhere  on  his  way  he  was  met 
with  thronging  crowds,  eager  to  see  the 
man  whom  they  regarded  as  the  chief  de¬ 
fender  of  their  liberties,  and  everywhere 
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he  was  hailed  with  those  public  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  joy,  regard  and  love  which  spring 
spontaneously  from  the  hearts  of  an  affec¬ 
tionate  and  grateful  people.  His  reception 
in  New  York  was  marked  by  a  grandeur 
and  an  enthusiasm  never  before  witnessed 
in  that  metropolis.  The  inauguration  took 
place  April  30,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense 
multitude  which  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  new  and  imposing  ceremony.  The  oath 
of  office  was  administered  by  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  Chancellor  of  the  State.  When 
this  sacred  pledge  was  given,  he  retired 
with  the  other  officials  into  the  Senate 
chamber,  where  he  delivered  his  inaugural 
address  to  both  houses  of  the  newly  con¬ 
stituted  Congress  in  joint  assembly. 

In  the  manifold  details  of  his  civil  ad¬ 
ministration,  Washington  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  requirements  of  his  position. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  first  session  of 
the  first  Congress  was  occupied  in  passing 
the  necessary  statutes  for  putting  the  new 
organization  into  complete  operation.  In 
the  discussions  brought  up  in  the  course  of 
this  legislation  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  new  system  came  under  general  review. 
On  no  one  of  them  did  any  decided  antago¬ 
nism  of  opinion  arise.  All  held  it  to  be  a 
limited  government,  clothed  only  with  spe¬ 
cific  powers  conferred  by  delegation  from 
the  States.  There  was  no  change  in  the 
name  of  the  legislative  department ;  it  still 
remained  “the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America.”  There  was  no  change 
in  the  original  flag  of  the  country,  and  none 
in  the  seal,  which  still  remains  with  the 
Grecian  escutcheon  borne  by  the  eagle, 
with  other  emblems,  under  the  great  and 
expressive  motto,  “  E  Pluribus  Union.” 

The  first  division  of  parties  arose  upon 
the  manner  of  construing  the  powers  dele¬ 
gated,  and  they  were  first  styled  “  strict 
constructionists”  and  “  latitudinarian  con¬ 
structionists.”  The  former  were  for  con¬ 
fining  the  action  of  the  Government  strictly 


within  its  specific  and  limited  sphere,  while 
the  others  were  for  enlarging  its  powers  by 
inference  and  implication.  Hamilton  and 
Jefferson,  both  members  of  the  first  cabinet, 
were  regarded  as  the  chief  leaders,  respect¬ 
ively,  of  these  rising  antagonistic  parties, 
which  have  existed,  under  different  names, 
from  that  da)^  to  this.  Washington  was  re¬ 
garded  as  holding  a  neutral  position  between 
them,  though,  by  mature  deliberation,  he 
vetoed  the  first  apportionment  bill,  in  1790, 
passed  by  the  party  headed  by  Hamilton, 
which  was  based  upon  a  principle  construct¬ 
ively  leading  to  centralization  or  consoli¬ 
dation.  This  was  the  first  exercise  of  the 
veto  power  under  the  present  Constitution. 

It  created  considerable  excitement  at  the 
time.  Another  bill  was  soon  passed  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  views,  which  has 
been  adhered  to  in  principle  in  every  ap¬ 
portionment  act  passed  since. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  new  Con¬ 
gress,  Washington  announced  the  gratify¬ 
ing  fact  of  “  the  accession  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina”  to  the  Constitution  of  1787,  and  June 
1  of  the  same  year  he  announced  by  special 
message  the  like  “  accession  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,”  with  his  congratulations  on 
the  happy  event  which  “  united  under  the 
general  Government”  all  the  States  which 
were  originally  confederated. 

In  1792,  at  the  second  Presidential  elec¬ 
tion,  Washington  was  desirous  to  retire;  ^ 
but  he  yielded  to  the  general  wish  of  the 
county,  and  was  again  chosen  President 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  every  electoral 
college.  At  the  third  election,  1796,  he  was 
again  most  urgently  entreated  to  consent  to 
remain  in  the  executive  chair.  This  he 
positively  refused.  In  September,  before 
the  election,  he  gave  to  his  countrymen  his 
memorable  Farewell  Address,  which  in  lan¬ 
guage,  sentiment  and  patriotism  was  a  fit 
and  crowning  glory  of  his  illustrious  life. 

After  March  4,  1797,  he  again  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon  for  peace,  quiet  and  repose. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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His  administration  for  the  two  terms  had 
been  successful  beyond  the  expectation  and 
hopes  of  even  the  most  sanguine  of  his 
friends.  The  finances  of  the  country  were 
no  longer  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  the 
public  credit  was  fully  restored,  life  was 
given  to  every  department  of  industry,  the 
workings  of  the  new  system  in  allowing 
Congress  to  raise  revenue  from  duties  on 
imports  proved  to  be  not  only  harmonious 
in  its  federal  action,  but  astonishing  in  its 
results  upon  the  commerce  and  trade  of  all 
the  States.  The  exports  from  the  Union 
increased  from  $19,000,000  to  over  $56,000,- 
000  per  annum,  while  the  imports  increased 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  Three  new 
members  had  been  added  to  the  Union.  The 
progress  of  the  States  in  their  new  career 
under  their  new  organization  thus  far  was 
exceedingly  encouraging,  not  only  to  the 
friends  of  liberty  within  their  own  limits, 
but  to  their  sympathizing  allies  in  all  climes 
and  countries. 

Of  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 


chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Vernon 
and  take  command  of  all  the  United  States 
forces,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General, 
when  war  was  threatened  with  France  in 
1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  except  to 
note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable  testimo¬ 
nial  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  still 
held  by  his  countrymen,  of  all  shades  of  po¬ 
litical  opinion.  He  patriotically  accepted 
this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of  peace  put  a  stop 
to  all  action  under  it.  He  again  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon,  where,  after  a  short  and 
severe  illness,  he  died  December  14,  1799, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  The 
whole  country  was  filled  with  gloom  by  this 
sad  intelligence.  Men  of  all  parties  in  poli¬ 
tics  and  creeds  in  religion,  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  united  with  Congress  in  “  pay¬ 
ing  honor  to  the  man,  first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  country¬ 
men/* 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  family 
vault  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  at  Mount 
Vernon,  where  they  still  lie  entombed. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  of  the  United 
States,  1797  to  1801,  was 
born  in  the  present  town 
of  Quincy,  then  a  portion 
of  Braintree,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  October 30,  1735.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  mod¬ 
erate  means,  a  worthy  and 
industrious  man.  He  was 
a  deacon  in  the  church,  and 
was  very  desirous  of  giving 
his  son  a  collegiate  educa¬ 
tion,  hoping  that  he  would 
become  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  But,  as  up  to  this 
time,  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  been  only 
a  play-boy  in  the  fields  and  forests,  he  had 
no  taste  for  books,  he  chose  farming.  On 
being  set  to  work,  however,  by  his  father 
out  in  the  field,  the  very  first  day  con¬ 
verted  the  boy  into  a  lover  of  books. 

Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Harvard  College,  and  graduated  in 
1:755,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  highly  esteemed 
for  integrity,  energy  and  ability.  Thus, 
having  no  capital  but  his  education,  he 
started  out  into  the  stormy  world  at  a  time 
of  great  political  excitement,  as  France  and 
England  were  then  engaged  in  their  great 
seven-years  struggle  for  the  mastery  over 
the  New  World.  The  fire  of  patriotism 


seized  young  Adams,  and  for  a  time  he 
studied  over  the  question  whether  he 
should  take  to  the  law,  to  politics  or  the 
army.  He  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  to  a 
friend,  making  prophecies  concerning  the 
future  greatness  of  this  country  which  have  „ 
since  been  more  than  fulfilled.  For  two 
years  he  taught  school  and  studied  law, 
wasting  no  odd  moments,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  his  native  town.  His  inherited 
powers  of  mind  and  untiring  devotion  to 
his  profession  caused  him  to  rise  rapidly 
in  public  esteem. 

In  October,  1764,  Mr.  Adams  married 
Miss  Abigail  Smith,  daughter  of  a  clergy¬ 
man  at  Weymouth  and  a  lady  of  rare  per¬ 
sonal  and  intellectual  endowments,  who 
afterward  contributed  much  to  her  hus¬ 
band’s  celebrity. 

Soon  the  oppression  of  the  British  in 
America  reached  its  climax.  The  Boston 
merchants  employed  an  attorney  by  the 
name  of  James  Otis  to  argue  the  legality  of 
oppressive  tax  law  before  the  Superior 
Court.  Adams  heard  the  argument,  and 
afterward  wrote  to  a  friend  concerning  the 
ability  displayed,  as  follows  :  “  Otis  was  a 

flame  of  fire.  With  a  promptitude  of 
classical  allusion,  a  depth  of  research,  a 
rapid  summary  of  historical  events  and 
dates,  a  profusion  of  legal  authorities  and  a 
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prophetic  glance  into  futurity,  he  hurried 
away  all  before  him.  American  independence 
was  then  and  there  born .  Every  man  of  an 
immensely  crowded  audience  appeared  to 
me  to  go  away,  as  I  did,  ready  to  take  up 
arms.” 

Soon  Mr.  Adams  wrote  an  essay  to  be 
read  before  the  literary  club  of  his  town, 
upon  the  state  of  affairs,  which  was  so  able 
as  to  attract  public  attention.  It  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  American  journals,  republished 
in  England,  and  was  pronounced  by  the 
friends  of  the  colonists  there  as  “  one  of  the 
very  best  productions  ever  seen  from  North 
America.” 

The  memorable  Stamp  Act  was  now 
issued,  and  Adams  entered  with  all  the 
ardor  of  his  soul  into  political  life  in  order 
to  resist  it.  He  drew  up  a  series  of  reso¬ 
lutions  remonstrating  against  the  act,  which 
were  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Braintree,  and  which  were  sub¬ 
sequently  adopted,  word  for  word,  by  more 
than  forty  towns  in  the  State.  Popular 
commotion  prevented  the  landing  of  the 
Stamp  Act  papers,  and  the  English  author¬ 
ities  then  closed  the  courts.  The  town  of 
Boston  therefore  appointed  Jeremy  Grid- 
ley,  James  Otis  and  John  Adams  to  argue  a 
petition  before  the  Governor  and  council 
for  the  re-opening  of  the  courts;  and  while 
the  two  first  mentioned  attorneys  based 
their  argument  upon  the  distress  caused  to 
the  people  by  the  measure,  Adams  boldly 
claimed  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  a  violation 
both  of  the  English  Constitution  and  the 
charter  of  the  Provinces.  It  is  said  that 
this  was  the  first  direct  denial  of  the  un¬ 
limited  right  of  Parliament  over  the  colo¬ 
nies.  Soon  after  this  the  Stamp  Act  was 
repealed. 

Directly  Mr.  Adams  was  employed  to 
defend  Ansell  Nickerson,  who  had  killed  an 
Englishman  in  the  act  of  impressing  him 
(Nickerson)  into  the  King’s  service,  and  his 
client  was  acquitted,  the  court  thus  estab¬ 


lishing  the  principle  that  the  infamous 
royal  prerogative  of  impressment  could 
have  no  existence  in  the  colonial  code. 
But  in  1770  Messrs.  Adams  and  Josiah 
Quincy  defended  a  party  of  British  soldiers 
who  had  been  arrested  for  murder  when 
they  had  been  only  obeying  Governmental 
orders ;  and  when  reproached  for  thus  ap¬ 
parently  deserting  the  cause  of  popular 
liberty,  Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  would  a 
thousandfold  rather  live  under  the  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  worst  of  England’s  kings  than 
under  that  of  a  lawless  mob.  Next,  after 
serving  a  term  as  a  member  of  the  Colonial 
Legislature  from  Boston,  Mr.  Adams,  find¬ 
ing  his  health  affected  by  too  great  labor, 
retired  to  his  native  home  at  Braintree. 

The  year  1774  soon  arrived,  with  its  fa¬ 
mous  Boston  **  Tea  Party,”  the  first  open 
act  of  rebellion.  Adams  was  sent  to  the 
Congress  at  Philadelphia ;  and  when  the 
Attornev-General  announced  that  Great 

m/ 

Britain  had  “  determined  on  her  system, 
and  that  her  power  to  execute  it  was  irre¬ 
sistible,”  Adams  replied  :  “  I  know  that 

Great  Britain  has  determined  on  her  sys¬ 
tem,  and  that  very  determination  deter¬ 
mines  me  on  mine.  You  know  that  I  have 
been  constant  in  my  opposition  to  her 
measures.  The  die  is  now  cast.  I  have 
passed  the  Rubicon.  Sink  or  swim,  live  or 
die,  with  my  country,  is  my  unalterable 
determination.”  The  rumor  beginning  to 
prevail  at  Philadelphia  that  the  Congress 
had  independence  in  view,  Adams  foresaw 
that  it  was  too  soon  to  declare  it  openly. 
He  advised  every  one  to  remain  quiet  in 
that  respect;  and  as  soon  as  it  became  ap¬ 
parent  that  he  himself  was  for  independ¬ 
ence,  he  was  advised  to  hide  himself,  which 
he  did. 

The  next  year  the  great  Revolutionary 
war  opened  in  earnest,  and  Mrs.  Adams, 
residing  near  Boston,  kept  her  husband  ad¬ 
vised  by  letter  of  all  the  events  transpiring 
in  her  vicinity.  The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
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came  on.  Congress  had  to  do  something 


immediately.  The  first  thing  was  to 
choose  a  commander-in-chief  for  the — we 
can’t  say  “army  ” — the  fighting  men  of  the 
colonics.  The  New  England  delegation 
was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  appoint¬ 
ing  General  Ward,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
Massachusetts  forces,  but  Mr.  Adams  urged 
the  appointment  of  George  Washington, 
then  almost  unknown  outside  of  his  own 
State.  He  was  appointed  without  oppo¬ 
sition.  Mr.  Adams  offered  the  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  annulling  all  the  royal 
authority  in  the  colonies.  Having  thus 
prepared  the  way,  a  few  weeks  later,  viz., 
June  7,  1776,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  a  few  months  before  had  declared 
that  the  British  Government  would  aban¬ 
don  its  oppressive  measures,  now  offered 
the  memorable  resolution,  seconded  by 
Adams,  “that  these  United  States  are,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent.” 
Jefferson,  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman  and 
Livingston  were  then  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  draught  a  declaration  of  independ¬ 
ence.  Mr.  Jefferson  desired  Mr.  Adams 
to  draw  up  the  bold  document,  but  the 
latter  persuaded  Mr.  Jefferson  to  perform 
that  responsible  task.  The  Declaration 
drawn  up,  Mr.  Adams  became  its  foremost 
defender  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  It  was 
signed  by  all  the  fifty-five  members  present, 
and  the  next  day  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  his 
wife  how  great  a  deed  was  done,  and  how 
proud  he  was  of  it.  Mr.  Adams  continued 
to  be  the  leading  man  of  Congress,  and 
the  leading  advocate  of  American  inde¬ 
pendence.  Above  all  other  Americans, 
he  was  considered  by  every  one  the  prin¬ 
cipal  shining  mark  for  British  vengeance. 
Thus  circumstanced,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  most  dangerous  task  of  crossing  the 
ocean  in  winter,  exposed  to  capture  by  the 
British,  who  knew  of  his  mission,  which 
was  to  visit  Paris  and  solicit  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  French.  Besides,  to  take  him¬ 


self  away  from  the  country  of  which  he 
was  the  most  prominent  defender,  at  that 
critical  time,  was  an  act  of  the  greatest  self- 
sacrifice.  Sure  enough,  while  crossing  the 
sea,  he  had  two  very  narrow  escapes  from 
capture ;  and  the  transit  was  otherwise  a 
stormy  and  eventful  one.  During  the 
summer  of  1779  he  returned  home,  but  was 
immediately  dispatched  back  to  France,  to 
be  in  readiness  there  to  negotiate  terms  of 
peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain  as 
soon  as  the  latter  power  was  ready  for  such 
business.  But  as  Dr.  Franklin  was  more 
popular  than  heat  the  court  of  France,  Mr. 
Adams  repaired  to  Holland,  where  he  was 
far  more  successful  as  a  diplomatist. 

The  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  England  was  finally  signed  at 
Paris,  January  21,  1783;  and  the  re-action 
from  so  great  excitement  as  Mr.  Adams  had 
so  long  been  experiencing  threw  him  into 
a  dangerous  fever.  Before  he  fully  re¬ 
covered  he  was  in  London,  whence  he  was 
dispatched  again  to  Amsterdam  to  negoti¬ 
ate  another  loan.  Compliance  with  this 
order  undermined  his  physical  constitution 
for  life. 

In  1785  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  envoy 
to  the  court  of  St.  James,  to  meet  face  to 
face  the  very  king  who  had  regarded  him 
as  an  arch  traitor !  Accordingly  he  re¬ 
paired  thither,  where  he  did  actually  meet 
and  converse  with  George  III.!  After  a 
residence  there  for  about  three  years,  he 
obtained  permission  to  return  to  America. 
While  in  London  he  wrote  and  published 
an  able  work,  in  three  volumes,  entitled : 
“  A  Defense  of  the  American  Constitution.” 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  proving 
inefficient,  as  Adams  had  prophesied,  a 
carefully  draughted  Constitution  was 
adopted  in  1789,  when  George  Washington 
was  elected  President  of  the  new  nation, 
and  Adams  Vice-President.  Congress  met 
for  a  time  in  New  York,  but  was  removed 
to  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  until  suitable 
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buildings  should  be  erected  at  the  new 
capital  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
Adams  then  moved  his  family  to  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Toward  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  the  French  Revolution  culminated, 
when  Adams  and  Washington  rather 
sympathized  with  England,  and  Jefferson 
with  France.  The  Presidential  election  of 
1796  resulted  in  giving  Mr.  Adams  the  first 
place  by  a  small  majority,  and  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son  the  second  place. 

Mr.  Adams’s  administration  was  consci¬ 
entious,  patriotic  and  able.  The  period 
was  a  turbulent  one,  and  even  an  archangel 
could  not  have  reconciled  the  hostile  par¬ 
ties.  Partisanism  with  reference  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  was  bitter,  and  for  four 
years  Mr.  Adams  struggled  through  almost 
a  constant  tempest  of  assaults.  In  fact,  he 
was  not  truly  a  popular  man,  and  his  cha¬ 
grin  at  not  receiving  a  re-election  was  so 
great  that  he  did  not  even  remain  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  witness  the  inauguration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  successor.  The  friendly 
intimacy  between  these  two  men  was 
interrupted  for  about  thirteen  years  of  their 
life.  Adams  finally  made  the  first  advances 
toward  a  restoration  of  their  mutual  friend¬ 
ship,  which  were  gratefully  accepted  by 
Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  was  glad  of  his  opportunity 
to  retire  to  private  life,  where  he  could  rest 
his  mind  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  home. 
By  a  thousand  bitter  experiences  he  found 
the  path  of  public  duty  a  thorny  one.  For 
twenty-six  years  his  service  of  the  public 
was  as  arduous,  self-sacrificing  and  devoted 
as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  man.  In  one  im¬ 
portant  sense  he  was  as  much  the  “  Father 
of  his  Country”  as  was  Washington  in 
another  sense.  During  these  long  years  of 
anxiety  and  toil,  in  which  he  was  laying? 
broad  and  deep,  the  foundations  of  the 


greatest  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  upon,  he 
received  from  his  impoverished  country  a 
meager  support.  The  only  privilege  he 
carried  with  him  into  his  retirement  was 
that  of  franking  his  letters. 

Although  taking  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  both  himself  and  his  son,  John 
Quincy,  nobly  supported  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
England,  who  persisted  in  searching 
American  ships  on  the  high  seas  and 
dragging  from  them  any  sailors  that  might 
be  designated  by  any  pert  lieutenant  as 
British  subjects.  Even  for  this  noble  sup¬ 
port  Mr.  Adams  was  maligned  by  thou¬ 
sands  of  bitter  enemies  !  On  this  occasion, 
for  the  first  time  since  his  retirement,  he 
broke  silence  and  drew  up  a  very  able 
paper,  exposing  the  atrocity  of  the  British 
pretensions. 

Mr.  Adams  outlived  nearly  all  his  family. 
Though  his  physical  frame  began  to  give 
way  many  years  before  his  death,  his  mental 
powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to 
the  last.  -  In  his  ninetieth  year  he  was 
gladdened  by  the  popular  elevation  of  his 
son  to  the  Presidential  office,  the  highest  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  A  few  months  more 
passed  away  and  the  4th  of  July,  1826, 
arrived.  The  people,  unaware  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  two  great  lives — 
that  of  Adams  and  Jefferson — were  making 
unusual  preparations  for  a  national  holiday. 
Mr.  Adams  lay  upon  his  couch,  listening  to 
the  ringing  of  bells,  the  waftures  of  martial 
music  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  with  silent 
emotion.  Only  four  days  before,  he  had 
given  for  a  public  toast,  “  Independence 
forever.”  About  two  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  he  said,  “And  Jefferson  still  survives.” 
But  he  was  mistaken  by  an  hour  or  so; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  had  breathed  his 
last. 
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|hom AS  JEFFER- 
son,  the  third  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United 
States,  i8oi-’9,  was 
born  April  2,  1743, 
the  eldest  child  of 
his  parents,  Peter 
and  Jane  (Randolph)  Jef¬ 
ferson,  near  Charlottes¬ 
ville,  Albemarle  County, 
Virginia,  upon  the  slopes 
of  the  Blue  Ridge.  When 
he* was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  his  father  died,  leav¬ 
ing  a  widow  and  eight 
children.  She  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  accomplished 
lady,  a  good  letter-writer,  with  a  fund  of 
humor,  and  an  admirable  housekeeper.  His 
parents  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England, 
and  are  said  to  be  of  Welch  origin.  But 
little  is  known  of  them,  however. 

Thomas  was  naturally  of  a  serious  turn 
of  mind,  apt  to  learn,  and  a  favorite  at 
school,  his  choice  studies  being  mathemat¬ 
ics  and  the  classics.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  he  entered  William  and  Mary  College, 
in  an  advanced  class,  and  lived  in  rather  an 
expensive  style,  consequently  being  much 
caressed  by  gay  society.  That  he  was  not 
ruined,  is  proof  of  his  stamina  of  character. 
But  during  his  second  year  he  discarded 


society,  his  horses  and  even  his  favorite 
violin,  and  devoted  thenceforward  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  becoming  ex¬ 
traordinarily  proficient  in  Latin  and  Greek 
authors. 

On  leaving  college,  before  he  was  twenty- 
one,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
pursued  it  diligently  until  he  was  well 
qualified  for  practice,  upon  which  he 
entered  in  1767.  By  this  time  he  was  also 
versed  in  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  An¬ 
glo-Saxon,  and  in  the  criticism  of  the  fine 
arts.  Being  very  polite  and  polished  in  his 
manners,  he  won  the  friendship  of  all  whom 
he  met.  Though  able  with  his  pen,  he  was 
not  fluent  in  public  speech. 

In  1769  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  and  was  the  largest 
slave-holding  member  of  that  body.  He 
introduced  a  bill  empowering  slave-holders 
to  manumit  their  slaves,  but  it  was  rejected 
by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

In  1770  Mr.  Jefferson  met  Avith  a  great 
loss ;  his  house  at  Shadwell  was  burned, 
and  his  A^aluable  library  of  2,000  volumes 
was  consumed.  But  he  was  wealthy 
enough  to  replace  the  most  of  it,  as  from 
his  5,000  acres  tilled  by  slaves  and  his 
practice  at  the  bar  his  income  amounted  to 
about  $5,000  a  year. 

In  1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton, 
a  beautiful,  wealthy  and  accomplished 
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young  widow,  who  owned  40,000  acres  of 
land  and  130  slaves;  yet  he  labored  assidu¬ 
ously  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  For  his 
new  home  he  selected  a  majestic  rise  of 
land  upon  his  large  estate  at  Shadwell, 
called  Monticello,  whereon  he  erected  a 
mansion  of  modest  yet  elegant  architecture. 
Here  he  lived  in  luxury,  indulging  his  taste 
in  magnificent,  high-blooded  horses. 

At  this  period  the  British  Government 
gradually  became  more  insolent  and  op¬ 
pressive  toward  the  American  colonies, 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  was  ever  one  of  the  most 
foremost  to  resist  its  encroachments.  From 
time  to  time  he  drew  up  resolutions  of  re¬ 
monstrance,  which  were  finally  adopted, 
thus  proving  his  ability  as  a  statesman  and 
as  a  leader.  By  the  year  1774  he  became 
quite  busy,  both  with  voice  and  pen,  in  de¬ 
fending  the  right  of  the  colonies  to  defend 
themselves.  His  pamphlet  entitled  :  “  A 

Summary  View  of  the  Rights  of  British 
America,”  attracted  much  attention  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  following  year  he,  in  company 
with  George  Washington,  served  as  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  in  measures  to  defend 
by  arms  the  State  of  Virginia.  As  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congress,  he  was  not  a  speech- 
maker,  yet  in  conversation  and  upon 
committees  he  was  so  frank  and  decisive 
that  he  always  made  a  favorable  impression. 
But  as  late  as  the  autumn  of  1775  he  re¬ 
mained  in  hopes  of  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  country. 

At  length,  however,  the  hour  arrived  for 
draughting  the  “  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,”  and  this  responsible  task  was  de¬ 
volved  upon  Jefferson.  Franklin,  and 
Adams  suggested  a  few  verbal  corrections 
before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress,  which 
was  June  28,  1776,  only  six  days  before  it 
was  adopted.  During  the  three  days  of 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  criticism  through  which 
it  passed  in  Congress,  Mr.  Jefferson  opened 
not  his  lips.  John  Adams  was  the  main 
champion  of  the  Declaration  on  the  floor 


of  Congress.  The  signingof  this  document 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  momentous 
occasions  ever  attended  to  by  man.  Prayer 
and  silence  reigned  throughout  the  hall, 
and  each  signer  realized  that  if  American 
independence  was  not  finally  sustained  by 
arms  he  was  doomed  to  the  scaffold. 

After  the  colonies  became  independent 
States,  Jefferson  resigned  fora  time  his  seat 
in  Congress  in  order  to  aid  in  organizing 
the  government  of  Virginia,  of  which  State 
he  was  chosen  Governor  in  1779,  when  he 
was  thirty-six  years  of-  age.  At  this  time 
the  British  had  possession  of  Georgia  and 
were  invading  South  Carolina,  and  at  one 
time  a  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a 
secret  expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture 
the  Governor.  Five  minutes  after  Mr. 
Jefferson  escaped  with  his  family,  his  man¬ 
sion  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy  !  The 
British  troops  also  destroyed  his  valuable 
plantation  on  the  James  River.  “  Had  they 
carried  off  the  slaves,”  said  Jefferson,  with 
characteristic  magnanimity,  “  to  give  them 
freedom,  they  would  have  done  right.” 

The  year  1781  was  a  gloomy  one  for  the 
Virginia  Governor.  While  confined  to  his 
secluded  home  in  the  forest  by  a  sick  and 
dying  wife,  a  party  arose  against  him 
throughout  the  State,  severely  criticising 
his  course  as  Governor.  Being  very  sensi¬ 
tive  to  reproach,  this  touched  him  to  the 
quick,  and  the  heap  of  troubles  then  sur¬ 
rounding  him  nearly  crushed  him.  He  re¬ 
solved,  in  despair,  to  retire  from  public  life 
for  the  rest  of  his  days.  For  weeks  Mr. 
Jefferson  sat  lovingly,  but  with  a  crushed 
heart,  at  the  bedside  of  his  sick  wife,  during 
which  time  unfeeling  letters  were  sent  to 
him,  accusing  him  of  weakness  and  unfaith¬ 
fulness  to  duty.  All  this,  after  he  had  lost 
so  much  property  and  at  the  same  time 
done  so  much  for  his  country !  After  her 
death  he  actually  fainted  away,  and  re¬ 
mained  so  long  insensible  that  it  was  feared 
he  never  would  recover !  Several  weeks 
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passed  before  he  could  fully  recover  his 
equilibrium.  He  was  never  married  a 
second  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1782  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  compelled  their  king  to  make  to  the 
Americans  overtures  of  peace,  and  in  No¬ 
vember  following,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  reap¬ 
pointed  by  Congress,  unanimously  and 
without  a  single  adverse  remark,  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty. 

In  March,  1784,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  a  committee  to  draught  a  plan 
for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory.  His  slavery-prohibition  clause 
in  that  plan  was  stricken  out  by  the  pro¬ 
slavery  majority  of  the  committee;  but  amid 
all  the  controversies  and  wrangles  of  poli¬ 
ticians,  he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  contra¬ 
dict  anybody  or  engage  in  any  discussion 
as  a  debater. 

In  company  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  appointed  in 
May,  1784,  to  act  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
in  the  negotiation  of  treaties  of  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  Accordingly,  he  went 
to  Paris  and  satisfactorily  accomplished  his 
mission.  The  suavity  and  high  bearing  of 
his  manner  made  all  the  French  his  friends; 
and  even  Mrs.  Adams  at  one  time  wrote 
to  her  sister  that  he  was  “  the  chosen 
of  the  earth.”  But  all  the  honors  that 
he  received,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
seemed  to  make  no  change  in  the  simplicity 
of  his  republican  tastes.  On  his  return  to 
America,  he  found  two  parties  respecting 
the  foreign  commercial  policy,  Mr.  Adams 
sympathizing  with  that  in  favor  of  England 
and  himself  favoring  France. 

On  the  inauguration  of  General  Wash¬ 
ington  as  President,  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
chosen  by  him  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State.  At  this  time  the  rising  storm  of  the 
French  Revolution  became  visible,  and 
Washington  watched  it  with  great  anxiety. 
His  cabinet  was  divided  in  their  views  of 
constitutional  government  as  well  as  re¬ 


garding  the  issues  in  France.  General 
Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
the  leader  of  the  so-called  Federal  party, 
while  Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  party.  At  the  same  time  there 
was  a  strong  monarchical  party  in  this 
country,  with  which  Mr.  Adams  sympa¬ 
thized.  Some  important  financial  measures, 
which  were  proposed  by  Hamilton  and 
finally  adopted  by  the  cabinet  and  approved 
by  Washington,  were  opposed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson;  and  his  enemies  then  began  to 
reproach  him  with  holding  office  under  an 
administration  whose  views  he  opposed. 
The  President  poured  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters.  On  his  re-election  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency  he  desired  Mr.  Jefferson  to  remain 
in  the  cabinet,  but  the  latter  sent  in  his 
resignation  at  two  different  times,  probably 
because  he  was  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government.  His 
final  one  was  not  received  until  January  1, 
1794,  when  General  Washington  parted 
from  him  with  great  regret. 

Jefferson  then  retired  to  his  quiet  home 
at  Monticello,  to  enjoy  a  good  rest,  not  even 
reading  the  newspapers  lest  the  political 
gossip  should  disquiet  him.  On  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  again  calling  him  back  to  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  State,  he  replied  that  no 
circumstances  would  ever  again  tempt  him 
to  engage  in  anything  public  !  But,  while 
all  Europe  was  ablaze  with  war,  and  France 
in  the  throes  of  a  bloody  revolution  and  the 
principal  theater  of  the  conflict,  a  new 
Presidential  election  in  this  country  came 
on.  John  Adams  was  the  Federal  candi¬ 
date  and  Mr.  Jefferson  became  the  Republi¬ 
can  candidate.  The  result  of  the  election 
was  the  promotion  of  the  latter  to  the  Vice- 
Presidency,  while  the  former  was  chosen 
President.  In  this  contest  Mr.  Jefferson 
really  did  not  desire  to  have  either  office, 
he  was  “so  weary”  of  party  strife.  He 
loved  the  retirement  of  home  more  than 
any  other  place  on  the  earth. 
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But  for  four  long  years  his  Vice-Presi¬ 
dency  passed  joylessly  away,  while  the 
partisan  strife  between  Federalist  and  Re¬ 
publican  was  ever  growing  hotter.  The 
former  party  split  and  the  result  of  the 
fourth  general  election  was  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency!  with 
Aaron  Burr  as  Vice-President.  These  men 
being  at  the  head  of  a  growing  party,  their 
election  was  hailed  everywhere  with  joy. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  Federalists 
turned  pale,  as  they  believed  what  a  portion 
of  the  pulpit  and  the  press  had  been  preach¬ 
ing — that  Jefferson  was  a  “  scoffing  atheist,” 
a  “Jacobin,”  the  “incarnation  of  all  evil,” 
“  breathing  threatening  and  slaughter  !  ” 

Mr.  Jefferson’s  inaugural  address  con¬ 
tained  nothing  but  the  noblest  sentiments, 
expressed  in  fine  language,  and  his  personal 
behavior  afterward  exhibited  the  extreme 
of  American,  democratic  simplicity.  His 
disgust  of  European  court  etiquette  grew 
upon  him  with  age.  He  believed  that 
General  Washington  was  somewhat  dis¬ 
trustful  of  the  ultimate  success  of  a  popular 
Government,  and  that,  imbued  with  a  little 
admiration  of  the  forms  of  a  monarchical 
Government,  he  had  instituted  levees,  birth¬ 
days,  pompous  meetings  with  Congress, 
etc.  Jefferson  was  always  polite,  even  to 
slaves  everywhere  he  met  them,  and  carried 
in  his  countenance  the  indications  of  an  ac¬ 
commodating  disposition. 

The  political  principles  of  the  Jeffersoni¬ 
an  party  now  swept  the  counti'y,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  himself  swayed  an  influence  which 
was  never  exceeded  even  by  Washington. 
Under  his  administration,  in  1803,  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  purchase  was  made,  for  $15,000,000, 
the  “  Louisiana  Territory  ”  purchased  com¬ 
prising  all  the  land  west  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  year  1804  witnessed  another  severe 
loss  in  his  family.  His  highly  accomplished 
and  most  beloved  daughter  Maria  sickened 
and  died,  causing  as  great  grief  in  the 


stricken  parent  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
survive  with  any  degree  of  sanity. 

The  same  year  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
Presidency,  with  George  Clinton  as  Vice- 
President.  During  his  second  term  our 
relations  with  England  became  more  com¬ 
plicated,  and  on  June  22,  1807,  near  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake  was  fired  upon  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  man-of-war  Leopard,  and  was  made 
to  surrender.  Three  men  were  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  Jefferson  demanded  repara¬ 
tion.  England  grew  insolent.  It  became 
evident  that  war  was  determined  upon  by 
the  latter  power.  More  than  1,200  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  forced  into  the  British  service 
upon  the  high  seas.  Before  any  satisfactory 
solution  was  reached,  Mr.  Jefferson’s 
Presidential  term  closed.  Amid  all  these 
public  excitements  he  thought  constantly 
of  the  welfare  of  his  family,  and  longed 
for  the  time  when  he  could  return  home 
to  remain.  There,  at  Monticello,  his  sub¬ 
sequent  life  was  very  similar  to  that  of 
Washington  at  Mt.  Vernon.  His  hospi¬ 
tality  toward  his  numerous  friends,  indul¬ 
gence  of  his  slaves,  and  misfortunes  to  his 
property,  etc.,  finally  involved  him  in  debt. 
For  years  his  home  resembled  a  fashion¬ 
able  watering-place.  During  the  summer, 
thirty-seven  house  servants  were  required  ! 
It  was  presided  over  by  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Randolph. 

Mr.  Jefferson  did  much  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  University  at  Charlottesville, 
making  it  unsectarian,  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  American  institutions,  but  poverty 
and  the  feebleness  of  old  age  prevented 
him  from  doing  what  he  would.  He  even 
went  so  far  as  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  permission  to  dispose  of  some  of  his 
possessions  by  lottery,  in  order  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  for  home  expenses.  It  was 
granted ;  but  before  the  plan  was  carried 
out,  Mr.  Jefferson  died,  July  4,  1826,  at 
12:50  p.  M. 
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AMES  MADISON,  the 
fourth  President  of  the 
United  States,  1809-’ 17, 
was  born  at  Port  Con¬ 
way,  Prince  George 
County,  Virginia,  March 
16,  1751.  His  father, 
Colonel  James  Madison,  was 
a  wealthy  planter,  residing 
upon  a  very  fine  estate 
called  “  Montpelier,”  only 
twenty-five  miles  from  the 
home  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
at  Monticello.  The  closest 
personal  and  political  at¬ 
tachment  existed  between 
these  illustrious  men  from  their  early  youth 
until  death. 

James  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  ail 
of  whom  attained  maturity.  His  early  edu¬ 
cation  was  conducted  mostly  at  home, 
under  a  private  tutor.  Being  naturally  in¬ 
tellectual  in  his  tastes,  he  consecrated  him¬ 
self  with  unusual  vigor  to  study.  At  a  very 
early  age  he  made  considerable  proficiency 
in  the  Greek,  Latin,  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  In  1769  he  entered  Princeton 
College,  New  Jersey,  of  which  the  illus¬ 
trious  Dr.  Weatherspoon  was  then  Presi¬ 
dent.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  char¬ 


acter  of  the  utmost  purity,  and  a  mind 
highly  disciplined  and  stored  with  all  the 
learning  which  embellished  and  gave  effi¬ 
ciency  to  his  subsequent  career.  After 
graduating  he  pursued  a  course  of  reading 
for  several  months,  under  the  guidance  of 
President  Weatherspoon,  and  in  1772  re¬ 
turned  to  Virginia,  where  he  continued  in 
incessant  study  for  two  years,  nominally 
directed  to  the  law,  but  really  including 
extended  researches  in  theology,  philoso¬ 
phy  and  general  literature. 

The  Church  of  England  was  the  estab¬ 
lished  church  in  Virginia,  invested  with  all 
the  prerogatives  and  immunities  which  it 
enjoyed  in  the  fatherland,  and  other  de¬ 
nominations  labored  under  serious  disabili¬ 
ties,  the  enforcement  of  which  was  rightly 
or  wrongly  characterized  by  them  as  per¬ 
secution.  Madison  took  a  prominent  stand 
in  behalf  of  the  removal  of  all  disabilities, 
repeatedly  appeared  in  the  court  of  his  own 
county  to  defend  the  Baptist  nonconform¬ 
ists,  and  was  elected  from  Orange  County  to 
the  Virginia  Convention  in  the  spring  of 
1766,  when  he  signalized  the  beginning  of 
his  public  career  by  procuring  the  passage 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  as  prepared  by  George  Mason,  sub¬ 
stituting  for  “toleration”  a  more  emphatic 
assertion  of  religious  liberty. 
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Iii  1776  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Convention  to  frame  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  State.  Like  Jefferson,  he  took 
but  little  part  in  the  public  debates.  His 
main  strength  lay  in  his  conversational  in¬ 
fluence  and  in  his  pen.  In  November,  1 777, 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State,  and  in  March,  1780,  took  his  seat  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  first 
gained  prominence  through  his  energetic 
opposition  to  the  issue  of  paper  money  by 
the  States.  He  continued  in  Congress  three 
years,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential 
members. 

In  1784  Mr.  Madison  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  He  ren¬ 
dered  important  service  by  promoting  and 
participating  in  that  revision  of  the  statutes 
which  effectually  abolished  the  remnants  of 
the  feudal  system  subsistent  up  to  that 
time  in  the  form  of  entails,  primogeniture, 
and  State  support  given  the  Anglican 
Church  ;  and  his  “  Memorial  and  Remon¬ 
strance”  against  a  general  assessment  for 
the  support  of  religion  is  one  of  the  ablest 
papers  which  emanated  from  his  pen.  It 
settled  the  question  of  the  entire  separation 
of  church  and  State  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  of  him,  in  allusion  to 
the  study  and  experience  through  which  he 
had  already  passed : 

“  Trained  in  these  successive  schools,  he 
acquired  a  habit  of  self-possession  which 
placed  at  ready  command  the  rich  resources 
of  his  luminous  and  discriminating  mind  and 
of  his  extensive  information,  and  rendered 
him  the  first  of  every  assembly  of  which  he 
afterward  became  a  member.  Never  wan¬ 
dering  from  his  subject  into  vain  declama¬ 
tion,  but  pursuing  it  closely  in  language 
pure,  classical  and  copious,  soothing  al¬ 
ways  the  feelings  of  his  adversaries  by  civili¬ 
ties  and  softness  of  expression,  he  rose  to  the 
eminent  station  which  he  held  in  the  great 
National  Convention  of  1 787  ;  and  in  that  of 
Virginia,  which  followed,  he  sustained  the 


new  Constitution  in  all  its  parts,  bearing  off 
the  palm  against  the  logic  of  George  Mason 
and  the  fervid  declamation  of  Patrick 
Henry.  With  these  consummate  powers 
were  united  a  pure  and  spotless  virtue 
which  no  calumny  has  ever  attempted  to 
sully.  Of  the  power  and  polish  of  his  pen, 
and  of  the  wisdom  of  his  administration  in 
the  highest  office  of  the  nation,  I  need  say 
nothing.  They  have  spoken,  and  will  for¬ 
ever  speak,  for  themselves.” 

In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison  took  the 
initiative  in  proposing  a  meeting  of  State 
Commissioners  to  devise  measures  for  more 
satisfactory  commercial  relations  between 
the  States.  A  meeting  was  held  at  An¬ 
napolis  to  discuss  this  subject,  and  but  five 
States  were  represented.  The  convention 
issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their  dele¬ 
gates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to 
draught  a  Constitution  for  the  United 
States.  The  delegates  met  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed,  every  State  except  Rhode  Island 
being  represented.  George  Washington 
was  chosen  president  of  the  convention, 
and  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  then  and  there  formed.  There 
was  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  active  in 
framing  this  immortal  document  than  the 
mind  and  pen  of  James  Madison.  He  was, 
perhaps,  its  ablest  advocate  in  the  pages  of 
the  Federalist . 

Mr.  Madison  was  a  member  of  the  first 
four  Congresses,  1789-97,  in  which  he  main¬ 
tained  a  moderate  opposition  to  Hamilton’s 
financial  policy.  He  declined  the  mission 
to  France  and  the  Secretaryship  of  State, 
and,  gradually  identifying  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  became  from  1792  its 
avowed  leader.  In  1796  he  was  its  choice 
for  the  Presidency  as  successor  to  Wash¬ 
ington.  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote:  “There  is 
not  another  person  in  the  United  States 
with  whom,  being  placed  at  the  helm  of  our 
affairs,  my  mind  would  be  so  completely  at 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


rest  for  the  fortune  of  our  political  bark.” 
But  Mr.  Madison  declined  to  be  a  candi¬ 
date.  1 1  is  term  in  Congress  had  expired, 
and  he  returned  from  New  York  to  his 
beautiful  retreat  at  Montpelier. 

In  1794  Mr.  Madison  married  a  young 
widow  of  remarkable  powers  of  fascination 
— Mrs.  Todd.  Her  maiden  name  was  Doro¬ 


thy  Paine.  She  was  born  in  1767,  in  Vir¬ 


ginia,  of  Quaker  parents,  and  had  been 
educated  in  the  strictest  rules  of  that  sect. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age  she  married 
a  young  lawyer  and  moved  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she  was  introduced  to  brilliant  scenes 
of  fashionable  life.  She  speedily  laid  aside 
the  dress  and  address  of  the  Ouakeress,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  fascinating  ladies 
of  the  republican  court.  In  New  York, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  was  the 
belle  of  the  season  and  was  surrounded  with 
admirers.  Mr.  Madison  won  the  prize. 
She  proved  an  invaluable  helpmate.  In 
Washington  she  was  the  life  of  society. 
If  there  was  any  diffident,  timid  young 
girl  just  making  her  appearance,  she 
found  in  Mrs.  Madison  an  encouraging 
friend. 

During  the  stormy  administration  of  John 
Adams  Madison  remained  in  private  life, 
but  was  the  author  of  the  celebrated  “  Reso¬ 
lutions  of  1798,”  adopted  by  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  in  condemnation  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws,  as  well  as  of  the  “  report” 
in  which  he  defended  those  resolutions, 
which  is,  by  many,  considered  his  ablest 
State  paper. 

The  storm  passed  away ;  the  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws  were  repealed,  John  Adams 
lost  his  re-election,  and  in  1801  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson  was  chosen  President.  The  great  re¬ 
action  in  public  sentiment  which  seated 
Jefferson  in  the  presidential  chair  was  large¬ 
ly  owing  to  the  writings  of  Madison,  who 
was  consequently  well  entitled  to  the  post 
of  Secretary  of  State.  With  great  ability 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible 


office  during  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  administration. 

As  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  widower,  and 
neither  of  his  daughters  could  be  often  with 
him,  Mrs.  Madison  usually  presided  over 
the  festivities  of  the  White  House;  and  as 
her  husband  succeeded  Mr.  Jefferson,  hold¬ 
ing  his  office  for  two  terms,  this  remarkable 
woman  was  the  mistress  of  the  presidential 
mansion  for  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Madison  being  entirely  engrossed  by 
the  cares  of  his  office,  all  the  duties  of  so¬ 
cial  life  devolved  upon  his  accomplished 
wife.  Never  were  such  responsibilities 
more  ably  discharged.  The  most  bitter 
foes  of  her  husband  and  of  the  administra¬ 
tion  were  received  with  the  frankly  prof¬ 
fered  hand  and  the  cordial  smile  of  wel¬ 
come;  and  the  influence  of  this  gentle 
woman  in  allaying  the  bitterness  of  party 
rancor  became  a  great  and  salutary  power 
in  the  nation. 

As  the  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  Presidency 
drew  near  its  close,  party  strife  was  roused 
to  the  utmost  to  elect  his  successor.  It  was 
a  death-grapple  between  the  two  great 
parties,  the  Federal  and  Republican.  Mr. 
Madison  was  chosen  President  by  an  elec¬ 
toral  vote  of  122  to  53,  and  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1809,  at  a  critical  period,  when 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Great 
Britain  were  becoming  embittered,  and  his 
first  term  was  passed  in  diplomatic  quarrels, 
aggravated  by  the  act  of  non-intercourse  of 
May,  1810,  and  finally  resulting  in  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President 
Madison  gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of 
Congress  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit¬ 
ain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter  hostility 
of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved ;  and  in  the  autumn 
Madison  was  re-elected  to  the  Presidency 
by  128  electoral  votes  to  89  in  favor  of 
George  Clinton. 

March  4,  1817,  Madison  yielded  the  Presi- 
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dency  to  his  Secretary  of  State  and  inti¬ 
mate  friend,  James  Monroe,  and  retired  to 
his  ancestral  estate  at  Montpelier,  where  he 
passed  the  evening  of  his  days  surrounded 
by  attached  friends  and  enjoying  the 
merited  respect  of  the  whole  nation.  He 
took  pleasure  in  promoting  agriculture,  as 
president  of  the  county  society,  and  in 
watching  the  development  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  of  which  he  was  long  rector  and 
visitor.  In  extreme  old  age  he  sat  in  1829 
as  a  member  of  the  convention  called  to  re¬ 
form  the  Virginia  Constitution,  where  his 
appearance  was  hailed  with  the  most  gen¬ 
uine  interest  and  satisfaction,  though  he 
was  too  infirm  to  participate  in  the  active 
work  of  revision.  Small  in  stature,  slender 
and  delicate  in  form,  with  a  countenance 
full  of  intelligence,  and  expressive  alike  of 
mildness  and  dignity,  he  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  all  who  attended  the  convention, 
and  was  treated  with  the  utmost  deference. 
He  seldom  addressed  the  assembly,  though 
he  always  appeared  self-possessed,  and 
watched  with  unflagging  interest  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  every  measure.  Though  the  con¬ 
vention  sat  sixteen  weeks,  he  spoke  only 
twice ;  but  when  he  did  speak,  the  whole 
house  paused  to  listen.  His  voice  was 
feeble  though  his  enunciation  was  very  dis¬ 
tinct.  One  of  the  reporters,  Mr.  Stansbury, 
relates  the  following  anecdote  of  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son’s  last  speech: 

“  The  next  day,  as  there  was  a  great  call 
for  it,  and  the  report  had  not  been  returned 
for  publication,  I  sent  my  son  with  a  re¬ 
spectful  note,  requesting  the  manuscript. 
My  son  was  a  lad  of  sixteen,  whom  I  had 
taken  with  me  to  act  as  amanuensis.  On 
delivering  my  note,  he  was  received  with 
the  utmost  politeness,  and  requested  to 
come  up  into  Mr.  Madison’s  room  and  wait 
while  his  eye  ran  over  the  paper,  as  com¬ 
pany  had  prevented  his  attending  to  it.  He 
did  so,  and  Mr.  Madison  sat  down  to  correct 

the  report.  The  lad  stood  near  him  so  that 

3 


his  eye  fell  on  the  paper.  Coming  to  a 
certain  sentence  in  the  speech,  Mr.  Madison 
erased  a  word  and  substituted  another  ;  but 
hesitated,  and  not  feeling  satisfied  with  the 
second  word,  drew  his  pen  through  it  also. 
My  son  was  young,  ignorant  of  the  world, 
and  unconscious  of  the  solecism  of  which  he 
was  about  to  be  guilty,  when,  in  all  simplic¬ 
ity,  he  suggested  a  word.  Probably  no 
other  person  then  living  would  have  taken 
such  a  liberty.  But  the  sage,  instead  of 
regarding  such  an  intrusion  with  a  frown, 
raised  his  eyes  to  the  boy’s  face  with  a 
pleased  surprise,  and  said,  ‘  Thank  you,  sir  ; 
it  is  the  very  word,’  and  immediately  in¬ 
serted  it.  I  saw  him  the  next  day,  and  he 
mentioned  the  circumstance,  with  a  compli¬ 
ment  on  the  young  critic.” 

Mr.  Madison  died  at  Montpelier,  June  28, 
1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 
While  not  possessing  the  highest  order  of 
talent,  and  deficient  in  oratorical  powers, 
he  was  pre-eminently  a  statesman,  of  a  well- 
balanced  mind.  His  attainments  were  solid, 
his  knowledge  copious,  his  judgment  gener¬ 
ally  sound,  his  powers  of  analysis  and  logi¬ 
cal  statement  rarely  surpassed,  his  language 
and  literary  style  correct  and  polished,  his 
conversation  witty,  his  temperament  san¬ 
guine  and  trustful,  his  integrity  unques¬ 
tioned,  his  manners  simple,  courteous  and 
winning.  By  these  rare  qualities  he  con¬ 
ciliated  the  esteem  not  only  of  friends,  but 
of  political  opponents,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  any  American  statesman  in  the  present 
century. 

Mrs.  Madison  survived  her  husband  thir¬ 
teen  years,  and  died  Juty  12,  1849,  *n  the 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age.  She  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  women  our  coun¬ 
try  has  produced.  Even  now  she  is  ad¬ 
miringly  remembered  in  Washington  as 
“  Dolty  Madison,”  and  it  is  fitting  that  her 
memory  should  descend  to  posterity  in 
company  with  thatof  the  companion  of 
her  life. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
President  of  the  United 
States,  1 8 1 7— ’25 ,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County 
Virginia,  April  28,  1758. 
He  was  a  son  of  Spence 
Monroe,  and  a  descendant 
of  a  Scottish  cavalier  fam¬ 
ily.  Like  all  his  predeces¬ 
sors  thus  far  in  the  Presi¬ 
dential  chair,  he  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  educa¬ 
tion  which  the  country 
could  then  afford.  He  was 
earlv  sent  to  a  fine  classical 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  entered  William  and  Mary  College.. 
In  1776,  when  he  had  been  in  college  but 
two  years,  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  adopted,  and  our  feeble  militia,  with¬ 
out  arms,  amunition  or  clothing,  were  strug¬ 
gling  against  the  trained  armies  of  England. 
James  Monroe  left  college,  hastened  to 
General  Washington’s  headquarters  at  New 
York  and  enrolled  himself  as  a  cadet  in  the 
army. 

At  Trenton  Lieutenant  Monroe  so  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself,  receiving  a  wound  in  his 
shoulder,  that  he  was  promoted  to  a  Cap¬ 
taincy.  Upon  recovering  from  his  wound, 
he  was  invited  to  act  as  aide  to  Lord  Ster¬ 
ling,  and  in  that  capacity  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  Ger¬ 
mantown  and  Monmouth.  At  Germantown 


he  stood  by  the  side  of  Lafayette  when  the 
French  Marquis  received  his  wound.  Gen¬ 
eral  Washington,  who  had  formed  a  high 
idea  of  young  Monroe’s  ability,  sent  him  to 
Virginia  to  raise  a  new  regiment,  of  which 
he  was  to  be  Colonel;  but  so  exhausted  was 
Virginia  at  that  time  that  the  effort  proved 
unsuccessful.  He,  however,  received  his 
commission. 

Finding  no  opportunity  to  enter  the  army 
as  a  commissioned  officer,  he  returned  to  his 
original  plan  of  studying  law,  and  entered 
the  office  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  was 
then  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  developed 
a  very  noble  character,  frank,  manly  and 
sincere.  Mr.  Jefferson  said  of  him: 

“James  Monroe  is  so  perfectly  honest 
that  if  his  soul  were  turned  inside  out  there 
would  not  be  found  a  spot  on  it.” 

In  1782  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  and  was  also  appointed  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Executive  Council.  The  next 
year  he  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congress  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
He  was  present  at  Annapolis  when  Wash¬ 
ington  surrendered  his  commission  of  Com¬ 
mander-in-chief. 

With  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison 
he  felt  deeply  the  inefficiency  of  the  old 
Articles  of  Confederation,  and  urged  the 
formation  of  a  new  Constitution,  which 
should  invest  the  Central  Government  with 
something  like  national  power.  Influenced 
by  these  views,  he  introduced  a  resolution 
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that  Congress  should  be  empowered  to 
regulate  trade,  and  to  lay  an  impost  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  The  resolution  was  refer¬ 
red  to  a  committee  of  which  he  was  chair¬ 
man.  The  report  and  the  discussion  which 
rose  upon  it  led  to  the  convention  of  five 
States  at  Annapolis,  and  the  consequent 
general  convention  at  Philadelphia,  which, 
in  1787,  drafted  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  controversy  be¬ 
tween  New  York  and  Massachusetts  in 
reference  to  their  boundaries.  The  high 
esteem  in  which  Colonel  Monroe  was  held 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  judges  to  decide  the 
controversy.  While  in  New  York  attend¬ 
ing  Congress,  he  married  Miss  Kortright, 
a  young  lady  distinguished  alike  for  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  For  nearly 
fifty  years  this  happy  union  remained  un¬ 
broken.  In  London  and  in  Paris,  as  in  her 
own  country,  Mrs.  Monroe  won  admiration 
and  affection  by  the  loveliness  of  her  per¬ 
son,  the  brilliancy  of  her  intellect,  and  the 
amiability  of  her  character. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  Colonel  Monroe 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Freder¬ 
icksburg.  He  was  very  soon  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  the  next 
year  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  convention  which  was  assembled  to 
decide  upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  Constitution  which  had  been  drawn  up 
at  Philadelphia,  and  was  now  submitted 
to  the  several  States.  Deeply  as  he  felt 
the  imperfections  of  the  old  Confederacy, 
he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough 
to  the  individual  States. 

In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held 
acceptably  to  his  constituents,  and  with 
honor  to  himself  for  four  years. 


Having  opposed  the  Constitution  as  not 
leaving  enough  po  wer  with  the  States,  he, 
of  course,  became  more  and  more  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Republican  party.  Thus  he 
found  himself  in  cordial  co-operation  with 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  The  great  Repub¬ 
lican  party  became  the  dominant  power 
which  ruled  the  land. 

George  Washington  was  then  President. 
England  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Bourbons  against  the  principles  of  the 
French  Revolution.  President  Washing¬ 
ton  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be¬ 
tween  these  contending  powers.  France 
had  helped  us  in  the  struggle  for  our  lib¬ 
erties.  All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were 
now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  tyranny  a  thousandfold 
worse  than  that  which  we  had  endured. 
Colonel  Monroe,  more  magnanimous  than 
prudent,  was  anxious  that  we  should  help 
our  old  allies  in  their  extremity.  He  vio¬ 
lently  opposed  the  President’s  procla¬ 
mation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such 
a  character,  developed  his  calm,  serene, 
almost  divine  greatness  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe,  who  was  denouncing 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  Minis¬ 
ter  of  that  Government  to  the  republic  of 
France.  He  was  directed  by  Washington 
to  express  to  the  French  people  our  warm¬ 
est  sympathy,  communicating  to  them  cor¬ 
responding  resolves  approved  by  the  Pres¬ 
ident,  and  adopted  by  both  houses  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  in  France  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  respect  and 
affection.  He  was  publicly  introduced  to 
that  body,  and  received  the  embrace  of  the 
President,  Merlin  de  Douay,  after  having 
been  addressed  in  a  speech  glowing  with 
congratulations,  and  with  expressions  of 
desire  that  harmony  might  ever  exist  be- 
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tween  the  two  nations.  The  flags  of  the 
two  republics  were  intertwined  in  the  hall 
of  the  convention.  Mr.  Monroe  presented 
the  American  colors,  and  received  those  of 
France  in  return.  The  course  which  he 
pursued  in  Paris  was  so  annoying  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  to  the  friends  of  England  in 
this  country  that,  near  the  close  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s  administration,  Mr.  Monroe,  was 
recalled. 

After  his  return  Colonel  Monroe  wrote  a 
book  of  400  pages,  entitled  “  A  View  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Executive  in  Foreign  Af¬ 
fairs.”  In  this  work  he  very  ably  advo¬ 
cated  his  side  of  the  question;  but,  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  man,  he  recorded  a 
warm  tribute  to  the  patriotism,  ability  and 
spotless  integrity  of  John  Jay,  between 
whom  and  himself  there  was  intense  antag¬ 
onism  ;  and  in  subsequent  years  he  ex¬ 
pressed  in  warmest  terms  his  perfect 
veneration  for  the  character  of  George 
Washington. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country 
Colonel  Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  held  that  office  for  three 
years,  the  period  limited  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  In  1802  he  was  an  Envoy  to  France, 
and  to  Spain  in  1805,  and  was  Minister  to 
England  in  1803.  In  1806  he  returned  to 
his  quiet  home  in  Virginia,  and  with  his 
wife  and  children  and  an  ample  competence 
from  his  paternal  estate,  enjoyed  a  few  years 
of  domestic  repose. 

In  1809  Mr.  Jefferson’s  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  many  of  the  Republican 
party  were  anxious  to  nominate  James 
Monroe  as  his  successor.  The  majority 
were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  withdrew  his  name  and  was  soon  after 
chosen  a  second  time  Governor  of  Virginia. 
He  soon  resigned  that  office  to  accept  the 
position  of  Secretary  of  State,  offered  him 
by  President  Madison.  The  correspond¬ 
ence  which  he  then  carried  on  with  the 
British  Government  demonstrated  that 


there  was  no  hope  of  any  peaceful  adjust¬ 
ment  of  our  difficulties  with  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James.  War  was  consequently  declared 
in  June,  1812.  Immediately  after  the  sack 
of  Washington  the  Secretary  of  War  re¬ 
signed,  and  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  Mr.  Madison,  assumed  the  ad¬ 
ditional  duties  of  the  War  Department, 
without  resigning  his  position  as  Secretary 
of  State.  It  has  been  confidently  stated, 
that,  had  Mr.  Monroe’s  energies  been  in  the 
War  Department  a  few  months  earlier,  the 
disaster  at  Washington  would  not  have 
occurred. 

The  duties  now  devolving  upon  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  were  extremely  arduous.  Ten  thou¬ 
sand  men,  picked  from  the  veteran  armies 
of  England,  were  sent  with  a  powerful  fleet 
to  New  Orleans  to  acquire  possession  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi.  Our  finan¬ 
ces  were  in  the  most  deplorable  condition. 
The  treasury  was  exhausted  and  our  credit 
gone.  And  yet  it  was  necessary  to  make 
the  most  rigorous  preparations  to  meet  the 
foe.  In  this  crisis  James  Monroe,  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War,  with  virtue  unsurpassed  in 
Greek  or  Roman  story,  stepped  forward 
and  pledged  his  own  individual  credit  as 
subsidiary  to  that  of  the  nation,  and  thus 
succeeded  in  placing  the  city  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  such  a  posture  of  defense,  that  it 
was  enabled  successfully  to  repel  the  in¬ 
vader. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  truly  the  armor-bearer 
of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  His  energy 
in  the  double  capacity  of  Secretary,  both 
of  State  and  War,  pervaded  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  country.  He  proposed  to 
increase  the  army  to  100,000  men,  a  meas¬ 
ure  which  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary, 
to  save  us  from  ignominious  defeat,  but 
which,  at  the  same  time,  he  knew  would 
render  his  name  so  unpopular  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  being  a  successful  can¬ 
didate  for  the  Presidency. 
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The  happy  result  of  the  conference  at 
Ghent  in  securing  peace  rendered  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  army  unnecessary;  but  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  James  Monroe  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Andrew  Jackson  the 
weapon  with  which  to  beat  off  the  foe  at 
New  Orleans.  Upon  the  return  of  peace 
Mr.  Monroe  resigned  the  department  of 
war,  devoting  himself  entirely  to  the  duties 
of  Secretary  of  State.  These  he  continued 
to  discharge  until  the  close  of  President 
Madison’s  administration,  with  zeal  which 
was  never  abated,  and  with  an  ardor  of 
self-devotion  which  made  him  almost  for¬ 
getful  of  the  claims  of  fortune,  health  or 
life. 

Mr.  Madison’s  second  term  expired  in 
March,  1817,  and  Mr.  Monroe  succeeded 
to  the  Presidency.  He  was  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party,  now  taking  the  name 
of  the  Democratic  Republican.  In  1821  he 
was  re-elected,  with  scarcely  any  opposition. 
Out  of  232  electoral  votes,  he  received  231. 
The  slavery  question,  which  subsequently 
assumed  such  formidable  dimensions,  now 
began  to  make  its  appearance.  The  State 
of  Missouri,  which  had  been  carved  out  of 
that  immense  territory  which  we  had  pur¬ 
chased  of  France,  applied  for  admission  to 
the  Union,  with  a  slavery  Constitution. 
There  were  not  a  few  who  foresaw  the 
evils  impending.  After  the  debate  of  a 
week  it  was  decided  that  Missouri  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  slav¬ 
ery.  This  important  question  was  at  length 
settled  by  a  compromise  proposed  by 
Henry  Clay. 

The  famous  “Monroe  Doctrine,”  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  originated  in  this 
way:  In  1823  it  was  rumored  that  the 
Holy  Alliance  was  about  to  interfere  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  Republican 
liberty  in  the  European  colonies  of  South 
America.  President  Monroe  wrote  to  his 
old  friend  Thomas  Jefferson  for  advice  in 
the  emergency.  In  his  reply  under  date  of 


October  24,  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  attempt  to  resist  this 
European  movement  might  lead  to  war: 

“  Its  object  is  to  introduce  and  establish 
the  American  system  of  keeping  out  of  our 
land  all  foreign  powers;  of  never  permitting 
those  of  Europe  to  intermeddle  with  the 
affairs  of  our  nation.  It  is  to  maintain  our 
own  principle,  not  to  depart  from  it.” 

December  2,  1823,  President  Monroe 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  declaring  it  to 
be  the  policy  of  this  Government  not  to 
entangle  ourselves  with  the  broils  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  not  to  allow  Europe  to  interfere 
with  the  affairs  of  nations  on  the  American 
continent;  and  the  doctrine  was  announced, 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  powers  “  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  would  be 
regarded  by  the  United  States  as  danger¬ 
ous  to  our  peace  and  safety.” 

March  4,  1825,  Mr.  Monroe  surrendered 
the  presidential  chair  to  his  Secretary  of 
State,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  retired, 
with  the  universal  respect  of  the  nation, 
to  his  private  residence  at  Oak  Hill,  Lou¬ 
doun  County,  Virginia.  His  time  had  been 
so  entirely  consecrated  to  his  country,  that 
he  had  neglected  his  pecuniary  interests, 
and  was  deeply  involved  in  debt.  The 
welfare  of  his  country  had  ever  been  up¬ 
permost  in  his  mind. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Monroe  was  in  such 
feeble  health  that  she  rarely  appeared  in 
public.  In  1830  Mr.  Monroe  took  up  his 
residence  with  his  son-in-law  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
The  citizens  of  New  York  conducted  his 
obsequies  with  pageants  more  imposing 
than  had  ever  been  witnessed  there  before. 
Our  country  will  ever  cherish  his  mem¬ 
ory  with  pride,  gratefully  enrolling  his 
name  in  the  list  of  its  benefactors,  pronounc¬ 
ing  him  the  worthy  successor  of  the  illus¬ 
trious  men  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
presidential  chair. 
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OHN  OUINCY  ADAMS, 
the  sixth  President  of  the 
United  States,  i825-’9, 
was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his  honored 
father,  John  Adams,  in 
Quin  c  y  ,  Massachusetts, 
July  11,  1767.  His  mother, 
a  woman  of  exalted  worth, 
watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost  constant 
absence  of  his  father.  He 
commenced  his  education 
at  the  village  school,  giving 
at  an  early  period  indica¬ 
tions  of  superior  mental  en¬ 
dowments. 

When  eleven  years  of  age  he  sailed  with 
his  father  for  Europe,  where  the  latter  was 
associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary.  The  intelligence  of  John 
Quincy  attracted  the  attention  of  these  men 
and  received  from  them  flattering  marks  of 
attention.  Mr.  Adams  had  scarcely  returned 
to  this  country  in  1779  ere  he  was  again 
sent  abroad,  and  John  Quincy  again  accom¬ 
panied  him.  On  this  voyage  he  commenced 
a  diary,  which  practice  he  continued,  with 
but  few  interruptions,  until  his  death.  He 
journeyed  with  his  father  from  Ferrol,  in 
Spain,  to  Paris.  Here  he  applied  himself 
for  six  months  to  study;  then  accompanied 


his  father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered, 
first  a  school  in-Amsterdam,  and  then  the 
University  of  Leyden.  In  1781,  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by 
Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Russian 
court,  as  his  private  secretary.  In  this 
school  of  incessant  labor  he  spent  fourteen 
months,  and  then  returned  alone  to  Holland 
through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies 
under  a  private  tutor,  at  The  Hague. 

In  the  spring  of  1782  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Paris,  forming  acquaintance  with 
the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent.  After  a  short  visit  to  England,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Paris  and  studied  until  May, 
1785,  when  he  returned  to  America,  leav¬ 
ing  his  father  an  embassador  at  the  court 
of  St.  James.  In  1786  he  entered  the  jun¬ 
ior  class  in  Harvard  University,  and  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  second  honor  of  his  class. 
The  oration  he  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
the  “  Importance  of  Public  Faith  to  the 
Well-being  of  a  Community,”  was  pub¬ 
lished — an  event  very  rare  in  this  or  any 
other  land. 

Upon  leaving  college  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  three  years  with  the  Hon. 
Theophilus  Parsons  in  Newbury  port.  In 
1790  he  opened  a  law  office  in  Boston.  The 
profession  was  crowded  with  able  men,  and 
the  fees  were  small.  The  first  year  he  had 
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JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 


no  clients,  but  not  a  moment  was  lost.  The 
second  year  passed  away,  still  no  clients, 
and  still  he  was  dependent  upon  bis  parents 
for  support.  Anxiously  he  awaited  the 
third  year.  The  reward  now  came.  Cli¬ 
ents  began  to  enter  his  office,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  so  crowded 
with  business  that  all  solicitude  respecting 
a  support  was  at  an  end. 

When  Great  Britain  commenced  war 
against  France,  in  1793,  Mr.  Adams  wrote 
some  articles,  urging  entire  neutrality  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  view 
was  not  a  popular  one.  Many  felt  that  as 
France  had  helped  us,  we  were  bound  to 
help  France.  But  President  Washington 
coincided  with  Mr.  Adams,  and  issued  his 
proclamation  of  neutrality.  His  writings 
at  this  time  in  the  Boston  journals  gave 
him  so  high  a  reputation,  that  in  June, 
1794,  he  was  appointed  by  Washington 
resident  Minister  at  the  Netherlands.  In 
July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Port¬ 
ugal  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  Wash¬ 
ington  at  this  time  wrote  to  his  father,  John 
Adams: 

“  Without  intending  to  compliment  the 
father  or  the  mother,  or  to  censure  any 
others,  I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion, 
that  Mr.  Adams  is  the  most  valuable  char¬ 
acter  we  have  abroad;  and  there  remains 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  will  prove  the 
ablest  of  our  diplomatic  corps.” 

On  his  way  to  Portugal,  upon  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  met  with  dispatches  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  request¬ 
ing  him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should 
receive  instructions.  While  waiting  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Catherine  John¬ 
son,  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en¬ 
gaged.  Miss  Johnson  was  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  Consul 
in  London,  and  was  a  lady  endowed  with 
that  beauty  and  those  accomplishments 
which  fitted  her  to  move  in  the  elevated 
sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 


In  July,  1799,  having  fulfilled  all  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  his  mission,  Mr.  Adams  returned. 
In  1802  he  was  chosen  to  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and  then  was 
elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six 
years  from  March  4,  1804.  His  reputation, 
his  ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him 
immediately  among  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  members  of  that  body.  He 
sustained  the  Government  in  its  measures 
of  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  Eng¬ 
land,  destroying  our  commerce  and  insult¬ 
ing  our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America 
more  familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the 
British  court  upon  these  points,  and  no 
one  more  resolved  to  present  a  firm  resist¬ 
ance.  This  course,  so  truly  patriotic,  and 
which  scarcely  a  voice  will  now  be  found 
to  condemn,  alienated  him  from  the  Fed¬ 
eral  party  dominant  in  Boston,  and  sub¬ 
jected  him  to  censure. 

In  1805  Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  professor 
of  rhetoric  in  Harvard  College.  His  lect¬ 
ures  at  this  place  were  subsequently  pub¬ 
lished.  In  1809  he  was  sent  as  Minister  to 
Russia.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
that  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  signed  December  24,  1814, 
and  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  the  court 
of  St.  James  in  1815.  I11  1817  he  became 

Secretary  of  State  in  Mr.  Monroe’s  cabinet 
in  which  position  he  remained  eight  years. 
Few  will  now  contradict  the  assertion  that 
the  duties  of  that  office  were  never  more 
ably  discharged.  Probably  the  most  im¬ 
portant  measure  which  Mr.  Adams  con¬ 
ducted  was  the  purchase  of  Florida  from 
Spain  for  $5,000,000. 

The  campaign  of  1824  was  an  exciting 
one.  Four  candidates  were  in  the  field. 
Of  the  260  electoral  votes  that  were  cast, 
Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety-nine;  John 
Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four;  William  H. 
Crawford,  forty-one,  and  Henry  Clay, 
thirty-seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by 
the  people,  the  question  went  to  the  House 


W 

w 

w 

w 

w 

W 

vv 

^l&A 

^J^A 

vv 

kTiiTi 
&A  ^^1 

w 

vv 

►▼4IT4 

VV 

W 

w 

vv 

vv 

kv 

vk 

vv 

vv 

1^41^1 

*Ta^a 

\Wa^a 


KS 

MS 

wk 

kv 

bk 

W*4& 

kf 

wv 

V  ♦ 

55 

M 

H 

Bf 

55 

55 


43 


PRESIDENTS  OF  'THE  UNITED  STATES. 


*:♦: 

»::« 

s»: 

vv 

vv 

!>▼<  *▼< 

vv 

«,▼<  ”4 
»▼« 

vv 

V»4  "4 

vv 

fcs 

vv 

•55 

55 

»::♦! 

vv 

vw 

V”k”4 

1^4  il^4 
.... 

1T4 

vy 

l,”4 1»4 

y» 

V^4  k^4 
..... 

^4lT4 

yy 

yy 

»T4  »~4 

yy 

k~4  «.~J 

yy 

k”l”4 

yy 

»”4lTj 

yy 

k»4 

wy 

4~4  »T4 

yy 

55 

yy 

55 

i^»  1^1 

>■  v 

yy 

55 

55 

55 

k*4^S 

yy 

55 

55 

55 


ky 

55 

Vry 

V? 

C»4^i 

yy 

55 

55 

yy 

1.T1 

yy 

i^<  1.T1 

yy 

1T41T4 


of  Representatives.  Mr.  Clay  gave  the 
vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  he 
was  elected. 

l'hc  friends  of  all  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  dis- 
graceful  in  the  past  history  of  our  country 
than  the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one 
uninterrupted  stream  upon  this  high- 
minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  was 
never  an  administration  more  pure  in  prin¬ 
ciples,  more  conscientiously  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  than  that  of 
John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscru¬ 
pulously  assailed.  Mr.  Adams  took  his  seat 
in  the  presidential  chair  resolved  not  to 
know  any  partisanship,  but  only  to  con¬ 
sult  for  the  interests  of  the  whole  Republic, 

He  refused  to  dismiss  any  man  from  of¬ 
fice  for  his  political  views.  If  he  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  officer  that  was  enough.  Bitter  must 
have  been  his  disappointment  to  find  that  the 
Nation  could  not  appreciate  such  conduct. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  public  manners,  was 
cold  and  repulsive;  though  with  his  per¬ 
sonal  friends  he  was  at  times  very  genial. 
This  chilling  address  verv  seriously  de¬ 
tracted  from  his  popularity.  No  one  can 
read  an  impartial  record  of  his  administra¬ 
tion  without  admitting  that  a  more  noble 
example  of  uncompromising  dignity  can 
scarcely  be  found.  It  was  stated  publicly 
that  Mr.  Adams’  administration  was  to  be 
put  down,  “  though  it  be  as  pure  as  the  an¬ 
gels  which  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God.”  Many  of  the  active  par¬ 
ticipants  in  these  scenes  lived  to  regret  the 
course  they  pursued.  Some  years  after, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  turn¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Adams,  then  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  said: 

“  Well  do  I  remember  the  enthusiastic 
zeal  with  which  we  reproached  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  that  gentleman,  and  the  ardor 
and  vehemence  with  which  we  labored  to 


bring  in  another.  For  the  share  I  had  in 
these  transactions,  and  it  was  not  a  small 

one,  I  hope  God  will  forgive  me,  for  I  shall 
never  forgive  myself." 

March  4,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired  from 
the  Presidency  and  was  succeeded  by  An¬ 
drew  Jackson,  the  latter  receiving  168  out 
of  261  electoral  votes.  John  C.  Calhoun 
was  elected  Vice-President.  The  slavery 
question  now  began  to  assume  pretentious 
magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy,  and  pursued  his  studies  with  una¬ 
bated  zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  in  retirement.  In  November, 
1830,  he  was  elected  to  Congress.  In  this 
he  recognized  the  principle  that  it  is  honor¬ 
able  for  the  General  of  yesterday  to  act  as 
Corporal  to-day,  if  by  so  doing  he  can  ren¬ 
der  service  to  his  country.  Deep  as  are 
our  obligations  to  John  Quincy  Adams  for 
his  services  as  embassador,  as  Secretary  of 
State  and  as  President;  in  his  capacity  as 
legislator  in  the  House  of  Represent n- 
tives,  he  conferred  benefits  upon  our  land 
which  eclipsed  all  the  rest,  and  which  can 
never  be  over-estimated. 

For  seventeen  years,  until  his  death,  he 
occupied  the  post  of  Representative,  tow¬ 
ering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do 
brave  battle  for  freedom,  and  winning  the 
title  of  “  the  old  man  eloquent.”  Upon 
taking  his  seat  in  the  House  he  announced 
that  he  should  hold  himself  bound  to  no 
party.  He  was  usually  the  first  in  his 
place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to  leave 
his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure 
could  escape  his  scrutiny.  The  battle 
which  he  fought,  almost  singly,  against  the 
pro-slavery  party  in  the  Government,  was 
sublime  in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism. 
For  persisting  in  presenting  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  he  was  threatened 
with  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jury,  with 
expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassina¬ 
tion;  but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him, 
and  his  final  triumph  was  complete. 
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On  one  occasion  Mr.  Adams  presented  a 
petition,  signed  by  several  women,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  it  up  into  slave  States.  Mr.  How¬ 
ard,  of  Maryland,  said  that  these  women 
discredited  not  only  themselves,  but  their 
section  of  the  country,  by  turning  from 
their  domestic  duties  to  the  conflicts  of  po¬ 
litical  life. 

“Are  women,”  exclaimed  Mr.  Adams, 
“  to  have  no  opinions  or  actions  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  general  welfare?  Where 
did  the  gentleman  get  his  principle?  Did 
he  find  it  in  sacred  history, — in  the  language 
of  Miriam,  the  prophetess,  in  one  of  the 
noblest  and  sublime  songs  of  triumph  that 
ever  met  the  human  eye  or  ear  ?  Did  the 
gentleman  never  hear  of  Deborah,  to  whom 
the  children  of  Israel  came  up  for  judg¬ 
ment  ?  Has  he  forgotten  the  deed  of  Jael, 
who  slew  the  dreaded  enemy  of  her  coun¬ 
try  ?  Has  he  forgotten  Esther,  who,  by  her 
petition  saved  her  people  and  her  coun¬ 
try  ? 

“  To  go  from  sacred  history  to  profane, 
does  the  gentleman  there  find  it  ‘  discredita¬ 
ble  ’  for  women  to  take  an  interest  in  politi¬ 
cal  affairs  ?  Has  he  forgotten  the  Spartan 
mother,  who  said  to  her  son  when  going 
out  to  battle,  ‘  My  son,  come  back  to  me 
with  thy  shield,  or  upon  thy  shield  ?  ’  Does 
he  remember  Cloelia  and  her  hundred  com¬ 
panions,  who  swam  across  the  river  unc’er 
a  shower  of  darts,  escaping  from  Porsena  ? 
Has  he  forgotten  Cornelia,  the  mother  of 
the  Gracchi?  Does  he  not  remember  Por¬ 
tia,  the  wife  of  Brutus  and  the  daughter  of 
Cato  ? 

“To  come  to  later  periods,  what  says  the 
history  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors  ? 
To  say  nothing  of  Boadicea,  the  British 
heroine  in  the  time  of  the  Cassars,  what 
name  is  more  illustrious  than  that  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  ?  Or,  if  he  will  go  to  the  continent, 
will  he  not  find  the  names  of  Maria  Theresa 
of  Hungary,  of  the  two  Catherines  of 


Prussia,  and  of  Isabella  of  Castile,  the  pa¬ 
troness  of  Columbus  ?  Did  she  bring  ‘  dis¬ 
credit  ’  on  her  sex  by  mingling  in  politics?  ” 

In  this  glowing  strain  Mr.  Adams  si¬ 
lenced  and  overwhelmed  his  antagonists. 

In  January,  1842,  Mr.  Adams  presented 
a  petition  from  forty-five  citizens  of  Haver¬ 
hill,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  a  peaceable 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  The  pro-slavery 
party  in  Congress,  who  were  then  plotting 
the  destruction  of  the  Government,  were 
aroused  to  a  pretense  of  commotion  such  as 
even  our  stormy  hall  of  legislation  has 
rarely  witnessed.  They  met  in  caucus,  and, 
finding  that  they  probably  would  not  be 
able  to  expel  Mr.  Adams  from  the  House 
drew  up  a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  inflict  upon  him  disgrace, 
equivalent  to  expulsion.  Mr.  Adams  had 
presented  the  petition,  which  was  most  re¬ 
spectfully  worded,  and  had  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee  instructed  to  re¬ 
port  an  answer,  showing  the  reason  why 
the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

It  was  the  25th  of  January.  The  whole 
body  of  the  pro-slaverp  party  came  crowd- 
ing  together  in  the  House,  prepared  to 
crush  Mr.  Adams  forever.  One  of  the  num¬ 
ber,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  was 
appointed  to  read  the  resolutions,  which 
accused  Mr.  Adams  of  high  treason,  of 
having  insulted  the  Government,  and  of 
meriting  expulsion;  but  for  which  deserved 
punishment,  the  House,  in  its  great  mercy, 
would  substitute  its  severest  censure.  With 
the  assumption  of  a  very  solemn  and  mag¬ 
isterial  air,  there  being  breathless  silence  in 
the  audience,  Mr.  Marshall  hurled  the  care¬ 
fully  prepared  anathemas  at  his  victim. 
Mr.  Adams  stood  alone,  the  whole  pro-slav¬ 
ery  party  against  him. 

As  soon  as  the  resolutions  were  read, 
every  eye  being  fixed  upon  him,  that  bold 
old  man,  whose  scattered  locks  were  whit¬ 
ened  by  seventy-five  years,  casting  a  wither¬ 
ing  glance  in  the  direction  of  his  assailants, 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


in  a  clear,  shrill  tone,  tremulous  with  sup¬ 
pressed  emotion,  said: 

“  In  reply  to  this  audacious,  atrocious 
charge  of  high  treason,  1  call  for  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Read  it !  Read  it!  and 
see  what  that  says  of  the  rights  of  a  people 
to  reform,  to  change,  and  to  dissolve  their 
Government.’ 

The  attitude,  the  manner,  the  tone,  the 
words;  the  venerable  old  man,  with  flash¬ 
ing  eye  and  flushed  cheek,  and  whose  very 
form  seemed  to  expand  under  the  inspiration 
of  the  occasion — all  presented  a  scene  over¬ 
flowing  in  its  sublimity.  There  was  breath¬ 
less  silence  as  that  paragraph  was  read,  in 
defense  of  whose  principles  our  fathers  had 
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their 
sacred  honor.  It  was  a  proud  hour  to  Mr. 
Adams  as  they  were  all  compelled  to  listen 
to  the  words: 

“  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  govern¬ 
ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed;  and  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  those 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  government, 
laying  its  foundations  on  such  principles 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form 
as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their 
safety  and  happiness.” 

That  one  sentence  routed  and  baffled  the 


foe.  The  heroic  old  man  looked  around 
upon  the  audience,  and  thundered  out, 
“  Read  that  again!”  It  was  again  read. 
Then  in  a  few  fiery,  logical  words  he  stated 
his  defense  in  terms  which  even  prejudiced 
minds  could  not  resist.  His  discomfited 
assailants  made  several  attempts  to  rally. 
After  a  conflict  of  eleven  days  they  gave 
up  vanquished  and  their  resolution  was  ig- 
nominiously  laid  upon  the  table. 

In  January,  1846,  when  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  he  took  part  in  the  great  de¬ 
bate  on  the  Oregon  question,  displaying 
intellectual  vigor,  and  an  extent  and  accu¬ 
racy  of  acquaintance  with  the  subject  that 
excited  great  admiration. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on 
the  floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his 
hand  to  address  the  Speaker.  Suddenly 
he  fell,  stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught 
in  the  arms  of  those  around  him.  For  a 
time  he  was  senseless  and  was  conveyed 
to  a  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving 
consciousness  he  opened  his  eyes,  looked 
calmly  around  and  said,  “  This  is  the  end  of 
earth."  Then  after  a  moment’s  pause,  he 
added,  “  I  am  content .”  These  were  his  last 
words,  and  he  soon  breathed  his  last,  in  the 
apartment  beneath  the  dome  of  the  capitol 
— the  theater  of  his  labors  and  his  triumphs. 
In  the  language  of  hymnology,  he  u  died  at 
his  post;”  he  “  ceased  at  once  to  work  and 
live.” 


...... 

ii 

*T<kTi 

...... 

vv 

VW 

...... 

kT;>T; 

...... 

...... 

k^»  kTi 

55 

44 

44 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

44 

44 

44 

44 

...... 

...... 

...... 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k^k^» 

44 

iT/kTi 

44 

1^1 

44 

kT<  kT( 

44 

44 

44 

kTkT. 

44 

kTik^j 

44 

kTiiTi 

44 

1^1 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 


44 

44 

k^kTi 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k™ 

44 

44 

44 

r4"4' 


seas 


asas 

asas 

44 

kTikT( 

44 

k^k^i 

w 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


*4^* 


4X44X44X44X44L4X4X4X44X4X44X44X44X 

C^4 «^« k^rw 

W 

v”  iTi 

VV 

wTi  Ti 

vv 

fc^i  k^i 

w 

W 

w 

v^i^t 

w 

^Ikxl 

vv 

kTJiTi 

w 

iTi  ”4 

4x4 

vv 

4X4 
vv 

44: 

'A'V 

i^iiTi 

W 
A'U 

A'V 

vv 
w 
wv 

k” 4  k  ▼ 4 

'♦'4" 

44 

kT<ik4j< 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

k»4k^J 

44 

k^ivTi 

44 

kT< 

44 
44 
44 

”4 

44 
44 
44 

kT<  ”4 

44 

lT/l,T4 

44 

kTivT4 

44 
44 
44 

k^i^l 

44 
44 

JT* 

Vv 

4V 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

44 

4;«j 
44 
44 

44 
44 
44 

44 
44 
44 
4  4 

t"  iTi 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
vv 

kT/iTi 

vv 
Vv 
vv 

44 
44 
44 

k’i  k~A 

44 
44 

»Tl  k~4 

44 
44 

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  '4 

»▼<  *  (Tj »Ti k^4 »Ti »Ti kTi kTi kTi kTi k”i i^i kTi iTi k”i »Ti i^i kTi kTi iTj kT« ».▼-  -  -  - -  ,, 

>k'A'A'AVAv4'A'A'AvAvA'A'A'VAvAv4'A'A'AvA'AvAv*'V'A'V4'AA44444444<i 

^  »Ti|  ^ f&t  1^1  l^Tl  WT4  WTi  kTi kTi  kTi k  Jk  4  k  • 


i»4444V4V4  W44V44V  W  W  W44 

4^  ’y  r4<  rA^  ^  ^  ^  ^  V  rA^  rA!  rA^  rA^  rAi  rAi  rAi  rAi  rA^  rAi  rAi  rAi  rAi  ^  ^ 


47 


NDREW  JACKSON, 
the  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States, 
1829 -’37,  was  born  at 
the  Waxhaw  Settle¬ 
ment,  Union  Coun¬ 
ty,  North  Carolina, 
March  16,  1767.  His  parents 
were  Scotch-Irish,  natives  of 
Carrickfergus,  who  came  to 
America  in  1765,  and  settled 
on  Twelve-Mile  Creek,  a  trib¬ 
utary  of  the  Catawba.  His 
father,  who  was  a  poor  farm 
laborer,  died  shortly  before  An¬ 
drew’s  birth,  when  his  mother  removed  to 
Waxhaw,  where  some  relatives  resided. 

Few  particulars  of  the  childhood  of  Jack- 
son  have  been  preserved.  His  education 
was  of  the  most  limited  kind,  and  he  showed 
no  fondness  for  books.  He  grew  up  to  be  a 
tall,  lank  boy,  with  coarse  hair  and  freck¬ 
led  cheeks,  with  bare  feet  dangling  from 
trousers  too  short  for  him,  very  fond  of  ath¬ 
letic  sports,  running,  boxing  and  wrestling. 
He  was  generous  to  the  younger  and 
weaker  boys,  but  very  irascible  and  over¬ 
bearing  with  his  equals  and  superiors.  He 
was  profane — a  vice  in  which  he  surpassed 
all  other  men.  The  character  of  his  mother 


he  revered;  and  it  was  not  until  after  her 
death  that  his  predominant  vices  gained 
full  strength. 

In  1780,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  Andrew, 
or  Andy,  as  he  was  called,  with  his  brother 
Robert,  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  forces  under  General  Sumter,  and 
was  a  witness  of  the  latter’s  defeat  at  Hang¬ 
ing  Rock.  In  the  following  year  the 
brothers  were  made  prisoners,  and  confined 
in  Camden,  experiencing  brutal  treatment 
from  their  captors,  and  being  spectators  of 
General  Green’s  defeat  at  Hobkirk  Hill. 
Through  their  mother’s  exertions  the  boys 
were  exchanged  while  suffering  from  small¬ 
pox.  In  two  days  Robert  was  dead,  and 
Andy  apparently  dying.  The  strength  of 
his  constitution  triumphed,  and  he  regained 
health  and  vigor. 

As  he  was  getting  better,  his  mother 
heard  the  cry  of  anguish  from  the  prison¬ 
ers  whom  the  British  held  in  Charleston, 
among  whom  were  the  sons  of  her  sisters. 
She  hastened  to  their  relief,  was  attacked 
by  fever,  died  and  was  buried  where  her 
grave  could  never  be  found.  Thus  Andrew 
Jackson,  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
left  alone  in  the  world,  without  father, 
mother,  sister  or  brother,  and  without  one 
dollar  which  he  could  call  his  own.  He 
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soon  entered  a  saddler’s  shop,  and  labored 
diligently  for  six  months.  Hut  gradually, 
as  health  returned,  he  became  more  and 
more  a  wild,  reckless,  lawless  boy.  lie 
gambled,  drank  and  was  regarded  as  about 
the  worst  character  that  could  be  found. 

lie  now  turned  schoolmaster.  He  coidd 
teach  the  alphabet,  perhaps  the  multiplica¬ 
tion  table;  and  as  he  was  a  very  bold  boy, 
it  is  possible  he  might  have  ventured  to 
teach  a  little  writing.  But  he  soon  began  to 
think  of  a  profession  and  decided  to  study 
law.  With  a  very  slender  purse,  and  on 
the  back  of  a  very  fine  horse,  he  set  out 
for  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  where  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Mr.  McCay. 
Here  he  remained  two  years,  professedly 
studying  law.  He  is  still  remembered  in 
traditions  of  Salisbury,  which  say: 

“  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  most  roaring, 
rollicking,  horse-racing,  card-playing,  mis¬ 
chievous  fellow  that  ever  lived  in  Salisbury. 
He  did  not  trouble  the  law-books  much.” 

Andrew  was  now,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
a  tall  young  man,  being  over  six  feet  in 
height.  He  was  slender,  remarkably  grace- 
fid  and  dignified  in  his  manners,  an  exquis¬ 
ite  horseman,  and  developed,  amidst  his 
loathesome  profanity  and  multiform  vices,  a 
vein  of  rare  magnanimity.  His  temper  was 
fiery  in  the  extreme;  but  it  was  said  of  him 
that  no  man  knew  better  than  Andrew 
Jackson  when  to  get  angry  and  when  not. 

In  1786  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
two  years  later  removed  to  Nashville, 
in  what  was  then  the  western  district  of 
North  Carolina,  with  the  appointment  of  so¬ 
licitor,  or  public  prosecutor.  It  was  an  of¬ 
fice  of  little  honor,  small  emolument  and 
great  peril.  Few  men  could  be  found  to 
accept  it. 

And  now  Andrew  Jackson  commenced 
vigorously  to  practice  law.  It  was  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  his  business  to  collect  debts. 
It  required  nerve.  During  the  first  seven 
years  of  his  residence  in  those  wilds  he 


traversed  the  almost  pathless  forest  between 
Nashville  and  Jonesborough,  a  distance  of 
200  miles,  twenty-two  times.  Hostile  In¬ 
dians  were  constantly  on  the  watch,  and  a 
man  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  shot 
down  in  his  own  field.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  just  the  man  for  this  service — a  wild, 
daring,  rough  backwoodsman.  Daily  he 
made  hair-breadth  escapes.  He  seemed  to 
bear  a  charmed  life.  Boldly,  alone  or  with 
few  companions,  he  traversed  the  forests, 
encountering  all  perils  and  triumphing 
over  all. 

In  1790  Tennessee  became  a  Territory, 
and  Jackson  was  appointed,  by  President 
Washington,  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  new  district.  In  1791  he  married  Mrs. 
Rachel  Robards  (daughter  of  Colonel  John 
Donelson),  whom  he  supposed  to  have  been 
divorced  in  that  year  by  an  act  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature  of  Virginia.  Two  years  after  this 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  learned,  to  their 
great  surprise,  that  Mr.  Robards  had  just 
obtained  a  divorce  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
Kentucky,  and  that  the  act  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature  was  not  final,  but  conditional. 
To  remedy  the  irregularity  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible,  a  new  license  was  obtained  and  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  again  performed. 

It  proved  to  be  a  marriage  of  rare  felic¬ 
ity.  Probably  there  never  was  a  more 
affectionate  union.  However  rough  Mr. 
Jackson  might  have  been  abroad,  he  was 
always  gentle  and  tender  at  home;  and 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  their  lives,  he 
treated  Mrs.  Jackson  with  the  most  chival- 
ric  attention. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  un¬ 
natural  that  the  facts  in  the  case  of  this 
marriage  were  so  misrepresented  by  oppo¬ 
nents  in  the  political  campaigns  a  quarter 
or  a  century  later  as  to  become  the  basis 
of  serious  charges  against  Jackson’s  moral¬ 
ity  which,  however,  have  been  satisfactorily 
attested  by  abundant  evidence. 

Jackson  was  untiring  in  his  duties  as 
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United  States  Attorney,  which  demanded 
frequent  journeys  through  the  wilderness 
and  exposed  him  to  Indian  hostilities.  He 
acquired  considerable  property  in  land,  and 
obtained  such  influence  as  to  be  chosen 
a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  for  the  new  State  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  in  1796,  and  in  that  year  was  elected 
its  first  Representative  in  Congress.  Albert 
Gallatin  thus  describes  the  first  appearance 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  House: 

“  A  tall,  lank,  uncouth-looking  personage, 
with  locks  of  hair  hanging  over  his  face  and 
a  cue  down  his  back,  tied  with  an  eel  skin; 
his  dress  singular,  his  manners  and  deport¬ 
ment  those  of  a  rough  backwoodsman.” 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol. 
He  admired  Bonaparte,  loved  France  and 
hated  England.  As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his 
seat,  General  Washington,  whose  second 
term  of  office  was  just  expiring,  delivered 
his  last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee 
drew  up  a  complimentary  address  in  reply. 
Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  the  ad¬ 
dress  and  was  one  of  twelve  who  voted 
against  it. 

Tennessee  had  fitted  out  an  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  A  resolution  was  intro¬ 
duced  that  the  National  Government 
should  pay  the  expenses.  Jackson  advo¬ 
cated  it  and  it  was  carried.  This  rendered 
him  very  popular  in  Tennessee.  A  va¬ 
cancy  chanced  soon  after  to  occur  in  the 
Senate,  and  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
United  States  Senator  by  the  State  of  Ten¬ 
nessee.  John  Adams  was  then  President 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Vice-President. 

In  1798  Mr.  Jackson  returned  to  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  that  State,  with  a  salary  of 
$600.  This  office  he  held  six  years.  It  is 
said  that  his  decisions,  though  sometimes 
ungrammatical,  were  generally  right.  He 
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did  not  enjoy  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  and 
renounced  the  dignity  in  1804.  About 
this  time  he  was  chosen  Major-General  of 
militia,  and  lost  the  title  of  judge  in  that  of 
General. 

When  he  retired  from  the  Senate  Cham¬ 
ber,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  through 
trade.  He  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  in 
Philadelphia  and  sent  them  to  Nashville, 
where  he  opened  a  store.  He  lived  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Nashville,  on  a  tract  of 
land  of  several  thousand  acres,  mostly  un¬ 
cultivated.  He  used  a  small  block-house 
for  a  store,  from  a  narrow  window  of 
which  he  sold  goods  to  the  Indians.  As  he 
had  an  assistant  his  office  as  judge  did  not 
materially  interfere  with  his  business. 

As  to  slavery,  born  in  the  midst  of  it,  the 
idea  never  seemed  to  enter  his  mind  that  it 
could  be  wrong.  He  eventually  became 
an  extensive  slave  owner,  but  he  was  one  of 
the  most  humane  and  gentle  of  masters. 

In  1804  Mr.  Jackson  withdrew  from  pol¬ 
itics  and  settled  on  a  plantation  which  he 
called  the  Hermitage,  near  Nashville.  He 
set  up  a  cotton-gin,  formed  a  partnership 
and  traded  in  New  Orleans,  making  the 
voyage  on  flatboats.  Through  his  hot  tem¬ 
per  he  became  involved  in  several  quarrels 
and  “  affairs  of  honor,”  during  this  period, 
in  one  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded, 
but  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  his  opponent, 
Charles  Dickinson.  For  a  time  this  affair 
greatly  injured  General  Jackson’s  popular¬ 
ity.  The  verdict  then  was,  and  continues 
to  be,  that  General  Jackson  was  outra¬ 
geously  wrong.  If  he  subsequently  felt  any 
remorse  he  never  revealed  it  to  anyone. 

In  1805  Aaron  Burr  had  visited  Nash¬ 
ville  and  been  a  guest  of  Jackson,  with 
whom  he  corresponded  on  the  subject  of  a 
war  with  Spain,  which  was  anticipated  and 
desired  by  them,  as  well  as  by  the  people 
of  the  Southwest  generally. 

Burr  repeated  his  visit  in  September, 
1806,  when  he  engaged  in  the  celebrated 
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combinations  which  led  to  his  trial  for  trea¬ 
son.  I  le  was  warmly  received  by  Jackson, 
at  whose  instance  a  public  ball  was  given 
in  his  honor  at  Nashville,  and  contracted 
with  the  latter  for  boats  and  provisions. 
Early  in  1807,  when  Burr  had  been  pro¬ 
claimed  a  traitor  by  President  Jefferson, 
volunteer  forces  lor  t he  Federal  service 
were  organized  at  Nashville  under  Jack¬ 
son’s  command;  but  his  energy  and  activ¬ 
ity  did  not  shield  him  from  suspicions  of 
connivance  in  the  supposed  treason.  He 
was  summoned  to  Richmond  as  a  witness 
in  Burr’s  trial,  but  was  not  called  to  the 
stand,  probably  because  he  was  out-spoken 
in  his  partisanship. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Great 

% . 

Britain  in  1812,  Jackson  tendered  his  serv¬ 
ices,  and  in  January,  1813,  embarked  for 
New  Orleans  at  the  head  of  the  Tennessee 
contingent.  In  March  he  received  an  or¬ 
der  to  disband  his  forces;  but  in  Septem¬ 
ber  he  again  took  the  field,  in  the  Creek 
war,  and  in  conjunction  with  his  former 
partner,  Colonel  Coffee,  inflicted  upon  the 
Indians  the  memorable  defeat  at  Talladega, 
Emuckfaw  and  Tallapoosa. 

In  May,  1814,  Jackson,  who  had  now  ac¬ 
quired  a  national  reputation,  was  appointed 
a  Major-General  of  the  United  States  army, 
and  commenced  a  campaign  against  the 
British  in  Florida.  He  conducted  the  de¬ 
fense  at  Mobile,  September  1 5,  seized  upon 
Pensacola,  November  6,  and  immediately 
transported  the  bulk  of  his  troops  to  New 
Orleans,  then  threatened  by  a  powerful 
naval  force.  Martial  law  was  declared  in 
Louisiana,  the  State  militia  was  called  to 
arms,  engagements  with  the  British  were 
fought  December  23  and  28,  and  after  re-en¬ 
forcements  had  been  received  on  both  sides 
the  famous  victory  of  January  8,  1815, 
crowned  Jackson’s  fame  as  a  soldier,  and 
made  him  the  typical  American  hero  of 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1 8 1 7—’  1 8  Jackson  conducted  the  war 


against  the  Seminoles  of  Florida,  during 
which  he  seized  upon  Pensacola  and  exe¬ 
cuted  by  courtmartial  two  British  subjects, 

Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister - acts  which 

might  easily  have  involved  the  United 
States  in  war  both  with  Spain  and  Great 
Britain.  Fortunately  the  peril  was  averted 
by  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States;  and  Jackson,  who  had  escaped  a 
trial  for  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct 
only  through  a  division  of  opinion  in  Mon¬ 
roe’s  cabinet,  was  appointed  in  1821  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  new  Territory.  Soon  after  he 
declined  the  appointment  of  minister  to 
Mexico. 

In  1823  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  nominated  by  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Legislature  for  the  Presidency.  This 
candidacy,  though  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
even  merryment,  speedily  became  popular, 
and  in  1824,  when  the  stormy  electoral  can¬ 
vas  resulted  in  the  choice  of  John  Quincy 
Adams  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
General  Jackson  received  the  largest  popu¬ 
lar  vote  among  the  four  candidates. 

In  1828  Jackson  was  triumphantly  elected 
President  over  Adams  after  a  campaign  of 
unparalleled  bitterness.  He  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  March  4,  1829,  and  at  once  removed 
from  office  all  the  incumbents  belongingto 
the  opposite  party — a  procedure  new  to 
American  politics,  but  which  naturally  be¬ 
came  a  precedent. 

His  first  term  was  characterized  by  quar¬ 
rels  between  the  Vice-President,  Calhoun, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  Van  Buren,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  cabinet  crisis  originating  in 
scandals  connected  with  the  name  of  Mrs. 
General  Eaton,  wife  of  the  Secretary  of 
War;  by  the  beginning  of  his  war  upon  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  by  his  vigorous 
action  against  the  partisans  of  Calhoun, 
who,  in  South  Carolina,  threatened  to 
nullify  the  acts  of  Congress,  establishing  a 
protective  tariff. 

In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1832 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Jackson  received  219  out  of  288  electoral 
votes,  his  competitor  being  Mr.  Clay,  while 
Mr.  Wirt,  on  an  Anti-Masonic  platform, 
received  the  vote  of  Vermont  alone.  In 
1833  President  Jackson  removed  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  deposits  from  the  United  States 
bank,  thereby  incurring  a  vote  of  censure 
from  the  Senate,  which  was,  however,  ex¬ 
punged  four  years  later.  During  this  second 
term  of  office  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws  and 
Creeks  were  removed,  not  without  diffi¬ 
culty,  from  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Missis¬ 
sippi,  to  the  Indian  Territory;  the  National 
debt  was  extinguished;  Arkansas  and 
Michigan  were  admitted  as  States  to  the 
Union;  the  Seminole  war  was  renewed;  the 
anti-slavery  agitation  first  acquired  impor¬ 
tance;  the  Mormon  delusion,  which  had 
organized  in  1829,  attained  considerable 
proportions  in  Ohio  and  Missouri,  and  the 
country  experienced  its  greatest  pecuniary 
panic. 

Railroads  with  locomotive  propulsion 
were  introduced  into  America  during  Jack¬ 
son’s  first  term,  and  had  become  an  impor¬ 
tant  element  of  national  life  before  the 
close  of  his  second  term.  For  many  rea¬ 
sons,  therefore,  the  administration  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Jackson  formed  an  era  in  American 
history,  political,  social  and  industrial. 
He  succeeded  in  effecting  the  election  of 
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his  friend  Van  Buren  as  his  successor,  re¬ 
tired  trom  the  Presidency  March  4,  1837, 
and  led  a  tranquil  life  at  the  Hermitage 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  8, 
1845. 

During  his  closing  years  he  was  a  pro¬ 
fessed  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church.  No  American  of  this 
century  has  been  the  subject  of  such  oppo¬ 
site  judgments.  He  was  loved  and  hated 
with  equal  vehemence  during  his  life,  but 
at  the  present  distance  of  time  from  his 
career,  while  opinions  still  vary  as  to  the 
merits  of  his  public  acts,  few  of  his  country¬ 
men  will  question  that  he  was  a  warm¬ 
hearted,  brave,  patriotic,  honest  and  sincere 
man.  If  his  distinguishing  qualities  were 
not  such  as  constitute  statesmanship,  in  the 
highest  sense,  he  at  least  never  pretended 
to  other  merits  than  such  as  were  written 
to  his  credit  on  the  page  of  American  his¬ 
tory — not  attempting  to  disguise  the  de¬ 
merits  which  were  equally  legible.  The 
majority  of  his  countrymen  accepted  and 
honored  him,  in  spite  of  all  that  calumny 
as  well  as  truth  could  allege  against  him. 
His  faults  may  therefore  be  truly  said  to 
have  been  those  of  his  time;  his  magnifi¬ 
cent  virtues  may  also,  with  the  same  jus¬ 
tice,  be  considered  as  typical  of  a  state  of 
society  which  has  nearly  passed  away. 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


^  \^VA.-i'Mr^vvi  i^L-v  ny-V'-H-JESdjS'MiSSa 


rsii»m\'iQ's 


p  ^hKQai^tin  Uan  BuqEN.<s-§-  i 


trgMasog 


ol^b  liCnlli^n 


a  ^ 
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ARTIN  VAN  BU- 
REN,  the  eig  hth 
President  of  the 
United  States,  1837- 
’41,  was  born  at  Kin- 
derhook,  New  York, 
December  5,  1782. 
His  ancestors  were  of  Dutch 
origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Hol¬ 
land  to  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson.  His  father  was  a 
tavern-keeper,  as  well  as  a 
farmer,  and  a  very  decided 
Democrat. 

Martin  commenced  the  study 
of  law  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  before  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty.  In  1803  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  village. 
In  1809  he  removed  to  Hudson,  the  shire 
town  of  his  county,  where  he  spent  seven 
years,  gaining  strength  by  contending  in 
the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  bar  of  his  State. 
The  heroic  example  of  John  Ouincy  Adams 
in  retaining  in  office  every  faithful  man, 
without  regard  to  his  political  preferences, 
had  been  thoroughly  repudiated  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Jackson.  The  unfortunate  principle 
was  now  fully  established,  that  “  to  the 
victor  belong  the  spoils.”  Still,  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  to  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  gave  his  ad- 


gZ*7( 


herence,  was  not  devoid  of  inconveniences. 
When,  subsequently,  he  attained  power 
which  placed  vast  patronage  in  his  hands, 
he  was  heard  to  say :  “  I  prefer  an  office 

that  has  no  patronage.  When  I  give  a  man 
an  office  I  offend  his  disappointed  competi¬ 
tors  and  their  friends.  Nor  am  I  certain  of 
gaining  a  friend  in  the  man  I  appoint,  for, 
in  all  probability,  he  expected  something 
better.” 

In  1812  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate.  In  1815  he  was  appointed 
Attorney-General,  and  in  1816  to  the  Senate 
a  second  time.  In  1818  there  was  a  great 
split  in  the  Democratic  party  in  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  the  lead  in  or¬ 
ganizing  that  portion  of  the  party  called 
the  Albany  Regency,  which  is  said  to  have 
swayed  the  destinies  of  the  State  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1821  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
convention  for  revising  the  State  Constitu¬ 
tion,  in  which  he  advocated  an  extension  of 
the  franchise,  but  opposed  universal  suf¬ 
frage,  and  also  favored  the  proposal  that 
colored  persons,  in  order  to  vote,  should 
have  freehold  property  to  the  amount  of 
$250.  In  this  year  he  was  also  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  his  term,  in  1827,  was  re-elected, 
but  resigned  the  following  year,  having 
been  chosen  Governor  of  the  State.  In 
March,  1829,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
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State  by  President  Jackson,  but  resigned 
in  April,  1831,  and  during  the  recess  of 
Congress  was  appointed  minister  to  Eng¬ 
land,  whither  he  proceeded  in  September, 
but  the  Senate,  when  convened  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  refused  to  ratify  the  appointment. 

In  May,  1832,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nomi¬ 
nated  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Vice- 
President,  and  elected  in  the  following 
November.  May  26,  1836,  he  received  the 
nomination  to  succeed  General  Jackson  as 
President,  and  received  170  electoral  votes, 
out  of  283. 

Scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat  in  the 
Presidential  chair  when  a  financial  panic 
swept  over  the  land.  Many  attributed 
this 'to  the  war  which  General  Jackson  had 
waged  on  the  banks,  and  to  his  endeavor  to 
secure  an  almost  exclusive  specie  currency. 
Nearly  every  bank  in  the  country  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  suspend  specie  payment,  and  ruin 
pervaded  all  our  great  cities.  Not  less  than 
254  houses  failed  in  New  York  in  one  week. 
All  public  works  were  brought  to  a  stand, 
and  there  was  a  general  state  of  dismay. 
President  Van  Buren  urged  the  adoption  of 
the  independent  treasury  system,  which 
was  twice  passed  in  the  Senate  and  defeated 
in  the  House,  but  finally  became  a  law  near 
the  close  of  his  administration. 

Another  important  measure  was  the  pass¬ 
age  of  a  pre-emption  law,  giving  actual  set¬ 
tlers  the  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
public  lands.  The  question  of  slavery,  also, 
now  began  to  assume  great  prominence  in 
national  politics,  and  after  an  elaborate 
anti-slavery  speech  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Southern  members  withdrew  for  a  separate 
consultation,  at  which  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South 
Carolina,  proposed  to  declare  it  expedient 
that  the  Union  should  be  dissolved ;  but 
the  matter  was  tided  over  by  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  that  no  petitions  or  papers 
relating  to  slavery  should  be  in  an)^  way 
considered  or  acted  upon. 


In  the  Presidential  election  of  1840  Mr. 
V an  Buren  was  nominated,  without  opposi¬ 
tion,  as  the  Democratic  candidate,  William 
H.  Harrison  being  the  candidate  of  the 
Whig  party.  The  Democrats  carried  only 
seven  States,  and  out  of  294  electoral  votes 
only  sixty  were  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  re¬ 
maining  234  being  for  his  opponent.  The 
Whig  popular  majority,  however,  was  not 
large,  the  elections  in  many  of  the  States 
being  very  close. 

March  4,  1841,  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired 
from  the  Presidency.  From  his  fine  estate 
at  Lindenwald  he  still  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  upon  the  politics  of  the  country. 
In  1844  he  was  again  proposed  as  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  a  majority  of  the  delegates  of  the 
nominating  convention  were  in  his  favor ; 
but,  owing  to  his  opposition  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  annexation  of  Texas,  he  could  not 
secure  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote.  His 
name  was  at  length  withdrawn  by  his 
friends,  and  Mr.  Polk  received  the  nomina¬ 
tion,  and  was  elected. 

In  1848  Mr.  Cass  was  the  regular  Demo¬ 
cratic  candidate.  A  schism,  however, 
sprang  up  in  the  party,  upon  the  question 
of  the  permission  of  slavery  in  the  newly- 
acquired  territory,  and  a  portion  of  the 
party,  taking  the  name  of  “  Free-Soilers,” 
nominated  Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  drew 
away  sufficient  votes  to  secure  the  election 
of  General  Taylor,  the  Whig  candidate. 
After  this  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  to  his  es¬ 
tate  at  Kinderhook,  where  the  remainder 
.of  his  life  was  passed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  European  tour  in  1853.  He  died  at 
Kinderhook,  July  24,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

Martin  Van  Buren  was  a  great  and  good 
man,  and  no  one  will  question  his  right  to 
a  high  position  among  those  who  have 
been  the  successors  of  Washington  in  the 
faithful  occupancy  of  the  Presidential 
chair. 
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PEES/DENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


fl|||  WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON 


ILLIAM  HENRY 
HARRISON,  the 
ninth  President  of 
the  United  States, 
1841,  was  born 
February  9,  1773, 
in  Charles  County, 
Virginia,  at  Berkeley,  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  his  father,  Governor 
Benjamin  Harrison.  He  studied 
at  Hampden,  Sidney  College, 
with  a  view  of  entering  the  med¬ 
ical  profession.  After  graduation 
he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  study 
medicine  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Rush. 

George  Washington  was  then  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  Indians  were 
committing  fearful  ravages  on  our  North¬ 
western  frontier.  Young  Harrison,  either 
lured  by  the  love  of  adventure,  or  moved 
by  the  sufferings  of  families  exposed  to  the 
most  horrible  outrages,  abandoned  his  med¬ 
ical  studies  and  entered  the  army,  having 
obtained  a  commission  of  ensign  from  Pres¬ 
ident  Washington.  The  first  duty  assigned 
him  was  to  take  a  train  of  pack-horses 
bound  to  Fort  Hamilton,  on  the  Miami 
River,  about  forty  miles  from  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  was  soon  promoted  to  the 


rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  joined  the  army 
which  Washington  had  placed  under  the 
command  of  General  Wayne  to  prosecute 
more  vigorously  the  war  with  the  In¬ 
dians.  Lieutenant  Harrison  received  great 
commendation  from  his  commanding  offi¬ 
cer,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain,  and  placed  in  command  at  Fort 
Washington,  now  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

About  this  time  he  married  a  daughter 
of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  one  of  the  fron¬ 
tiersmen  who  had  established  a  thriving 
settlement  on  the  bank  of  the  Maumee. 

In  1797  Captain  Harrison  resigned  his 
commission  in  the  army  and  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and 
ex-officio  Lieutenant-Governor,  General  St. 
Clair  being  then  Governor  of  the  Territory. 
At  that  time  the  law  in  reference  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  was  such  that 
no  one  could  purchase  in  tracts  less  than 
4,000  acres.  Captain  Harrison,  in  the 
face  of  violent  opposition,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  so  much  of  a  modification  of 
this  unjust  law  that  the  land  was  sold  in 
alternate  tracts  of  640  and  320  acres.  The 
Northwest  Territory  was  then  entitled 
to  one  delegate  in  ‘Congress,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  of¬ 
fice.  In  1800  he  was  appointed  Governor 
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of  Indiana  Territory  and  soon  after  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  also  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  these  duties  that  he  was  four  times 
appointed  to  this  office.  During  his  admin¬ 
istration  he  effected  thirteen  treaties  with 
the  Indians,  by  which  the  United  States 
acquired  60,000,000  acres  of  land.  In  1804 
he  obtained  a  cession  from  the  Indians  of 
all  the  land  between  the  Illinois  River  and 
the  Mississippi. 

In  1812  he  was  made  Major-General  of 
Kentucky  militia  and  Brigadier-General 
in  the  aroiy,  with  the  command  of  the 
Northwest  frontier.  In  1813  he  was  made 
Major-General,  and  as  such  won  much  re¬ 
nown  by  the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs,  and  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  October  5,  1813.  In 
1814  he  left  the  army  and  was  employed  in 
Indian  affairs  by  the  Government. 

In  1816  General  Harrison  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  National  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  to  represent  the  district  of  Ohio. 
In  the  contest  which  preceded  his  election 
he  was  accused  of  corruption  in  respect  to 
the  commissariat  of  the  army.  Immedi¬ 
ately  upon  taking  his  seat,  he  called  for  an 
investigation  of  the  charge.  A  committee 
was  appointed,  and  his  vindication  was 
triumphant.  A  high  compliment  was  paid 
to  his  patriotism,  disinterestedness  and 
devotion  to  the  public  service.  For  these 
services  a  gold  medal  was  presented  to  him 
with  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

In  1819  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presiden¬ 
tial  electors  of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote 
to  Henry  Clay.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
In  1828  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Adams  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Colom¬ 
bia,  but  was  recalled  by  General  Jackson 
immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
latter. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States, 
General  Harrison  retired  to  his  farrn  at 


North  Bend,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  six¬ 
teen  miles  below  Cincinnati,  where  for 
twelve  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  County 
Court.  He  once  owned  a  distillery,  but 
perceiving  the  sad  effects  of  whisky  upon 
the  surrounding  population,  he  promptly 
abandoned  his  business  at  great  pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

In  1836  General  Harrison  was  brought 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Van  Buren  was  the  administration  candi¬ 
date;  the  opposite  party  could  not  unite, 
and  four  candidates  were  brought  forward. 
General  Harrison  received  seventy-three 
electoral  votes  without  any  general  concert 
among  his  friends.  The  Democratic  party 
triumphed  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  chosen 
President.  In  1839  General  Harrison  was 
again  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the 
Whigs,  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  being  the  Democratic  candi¬ 
date.  General  Harrison  received  234  elec¬ 
toral  votes  against  sixty  for  his  opponent. 
This  election  is  memorable  chiefly  for  the 
then  extraordinary  means  employed  during 
the  canvass  for  popular  votes.  Mass  meet¬ 
ings  and  processions  were  introduced,  and 
the  watchwords  “  log  cabin  ”  and  “  hard 
cider  ”  were  effectually  used  by  the  Whigs, 
and  aroused  a  popular  enthusiasm. 

A  vast  concourse  of  people  attended  his 
inauguration.  His  address  on  that  occasion 
was  in  accordance  with  his  antecedents,  and 
gave  great  satisfaction.  A  short  time  after  he 
took  his  seat,  he  was  seized  by  a  pleurisy- 
fever,  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick¬ 
ness,  died  April  4,  just  one  short  month  after 
his  inauguration.  His  death  was  universally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  National 
calamities.  Never,  since  the  death  of 
Washington,  were  there,  throughout  one 
land,  such  demonstrations  of  sorrow.  Not 
one  single  spot  can  be  found  to  sully  his 
fame;  and  through  all  ages  Americans  will 
pronounce  with  love  and  reverence  the 
name  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 
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OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth 
President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in 
Charles  City  County, 
Virginia,  March  29,  1790. 
His  father,  Judge  John 
Tyler,  possessed  large 
landed  estates  in  Virginia, 
and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his 
day,  filling  the  offices  of 
Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  Judge  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  Governor 
of  the  State. 

A.t  the  early  age  of  twelve 
young  John  entered  William  and  Mary 
College,  and  graduated  with  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  He  then  closely 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  law,  and  at 
nineteen  years  of  age  commenced  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  When  only  twenty- 
one  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  acted  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  He  advo¬ 
cated  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  the  most  careful  vigilance  over 


State  rights.  He  was  soon  compelled  to 
resign  his  seat  in  Congress,  owing  to  ill 
health,  but  afterward  took  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  exerted  a 
powerful  influence  in  promoting  public 
works  of  great  utility. 

In  1825  Mr.  Tyler  was  chosen  Governor 
of  his  State — a  high  honor,  for  Virginia 
had  many  able  men  as  competitors  for 
the  prize.  His  administration  was  signally 
a  successful  one.  He  urged  forward  inter¬ 
nal  improvements  and  strove  to  remove 
sectional  jealousies.  His  popularity  secured 
his  re-election.  In  1827  he  was  elected 
United  States  Senator,  and  upon  taking  his 
seat  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  He 
opposed  the  tariff,  voted  against  the  bank 
as  unconstitutional,  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisted  all  projects  of  inter¬ 
nal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment,  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Cal¬ 
houn’s  views  of  nullification,  and  declared 
that  General  Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to 
the  nullifiers,  had  abandoned  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Such  was  Mr. 
Tyler’s  record  in  Congress. 

This  hostility  to  Jackson  caused  Mr. 
Tyler’s  retirement  from  the  Senate,  after 
his  election  to  a  second  term.  He  soon 
after  removed  to  Williamsburg  for  the 
better  education  of  his  children,  and  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature. 
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In  1839  he  was  sent  to  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  Presi¬ 
dent.  General  Harrison  received  a  majority 
of  votes,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the 
South,  who  had  wished  for  Henry  Clay. 
In  order  to  conciliate  the  Southern  Whigs, 
John  Tyler  was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent.  Harrison  and  Tyler  were  inaugu¬ 
rated  March  4,  1841.  In  one  short  month 
from  that  time  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler,  to  his  own  surprise  as  well 
as  that  of  the  nation,  found  himself  an 
occupant  of  the  Presidential  chair.  His 
position  was  an  exceedingly  difficult  one, 
as  he  was  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into 
power.  General  Harrison  had  selected  a 
Whig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them,  and 
thus  surround  himself  with  councilors 
whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own? 
or  should  he  turn  against  the  party  that 
had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself?  This  was  his  fear¬ 
ful  dilemma. 

President  Tyler  deserves  more  charity 
than  he  has  received.  He  issued  an  address 
to  the  people,  which  gave  general  satisfac¬ 
tion.  He  retained  the  cabinet  General 
Harrison  had  selected.  His  veto  of  a  bill 
chartering  a  new  national  bank  led  to  an 
open  quarrel  with  the  party  which  elected 
him,  and  to  a  resignation  of  the  entire 
cabinet,  except  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary 
of  State. 

President  Tyler  attempted  to  conciliate. 
He  appointed  a  new  cabinet,  leaving  out  all 
strong  party  men,  but  the  Whig  members 
of  Congress  were  not  satisfied,  and  they 
published  a  manifesto  September  13,  break¬ 
ing  otf  all  political  relations.  The  Demo¬ 
crats  had  a  majority  in  the  House ;  the 
Whigs  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Webster  soon 
found  it  necessary  to  resign,  being  forced 
out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends. 

April  12, 1844,  President  Tyler  concluded, 
through  Mr.  Calhoun,  a  treaty  for  the  an¬ 


nexation  of  Texas,  which  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate ;  but  he  effected  his  object  in  the 
closing  days  of  his  administration  by  the 
passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  1 
1845. 

He  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by 
an  informal  Democratic  Convention,  held 
at  Baltimore  in  May,  1844,  but  soon  with¬ 
drew  from  the  canvass,  perceiving  that  he 
had  not  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Demo¬ 
crats  at  large. 

Mr.  Tyler’s  administration  was  particu¬ 
larly  unfortunate.  No  one  was  satisfied. 
Whigs  and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him. 
Situated  as  he  was,  it  is  more  than  can 
be  expected  of  human  nature  that  he 
should,  in  all  cases,  have  acted  in  the  wisest 
manner  ;  but  it  will  probably  be  the  verdict 
of  all  candid  men,  in  a  careful  review  of  his 
career,  that  John  Tyler  was  placed  in  a 
position  of  such  difficulty  that  he  could  not 
pursue  any  course  which  would  not  expose 
him  to  severe  censure  and  denunciation. 

In  1813  Mr.  Tyler  married  Letitia  Chris¬ 
tian,  who  bore  him  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  died  in  Washington  in  1842. 
June  26,  1844,  he  contracted  a  second  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Julia  Gardner,  of  New 
York.  He  lived  in  almost  complete  retire¬ 
ment  from  politics  until  February,  1861, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  abortive 
“peace  convention,”  held  at  Washington, 
and  was  chosen  its  President.  Soon  after 
he  renounced  his  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  was  elected  to  the  Confederate 
Congress.  He  died  at  Richmond,  January 
17,  1862,  after  a  short  illness. 

Unfortunately  for  his  memory  the  name 
of  John  Tyler  must  forever  be  associated 
with  all  the  misery  of  that  terrible  Re¬ 
bellion,  whose  cause  he  openly  espoused. 
It  is  with  sorrow  that  history  records  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States' died  while 
defending  the  flag  of  rebellion,  which  was 
arrayed  against  the  national  banner  in 
deadly  warfare. 
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AMES  KNOX  POLK, 
the  eleventh  President  of 
the  United  States,  1845- 
’49,  was  born  in  Meck¬ 
lenburg  County,  North 
Carolina,  November  2, 
1795.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  and  was 
a  grand-nephew  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Polk,  celebrated  in 
connection  with  the  Meck¬ 
lenburg  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence. 

In  1806  his  father,  Samuel 
Polk,  emigrated  with  his  fam- 
i\y  two  or  three  hundred  miles  west  to  the 
valley  of  the  Duck  River.  He  was  a  sur¬ 
veyor  as  well  as  farmer,  and  gradually  in¬ 
creased  in  wealth  until  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  region. 

In  the  common  schools  James  rapidly  be¬ 
came  proficient  in  all  the  common  branches 
of  an  English  education.  In  1813  he  was 
sent  to  Murfreesboro  Academy,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1815  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Chapel  Hill,  graduating  in  1818.  After  a 
short  season  of  recreation  he  went  to  Nash¬ 
ville  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Felix 
Grundy.  As  soon  as  he  had  his  finished 


legal  studies  and  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  returned  to  Columbia,  the  shire  town  of 
Maury  County,  and  opened  an  office. 

James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  polit¬ 
ical  faith  of  his  father,  which  was  that  of 
a  Jeffersonian  Republican.  In  1823  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  As 
a  “  strict  constructionist,”  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Constitution  empowered  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government  to  carry  on  a  system  of 
internal  improvements  in  the  States,  but 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  have 
that  power,  and  wished  the  Constitution 
amended  that  it  might  be  conferred.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  however,  he  became  alarmed  lest 
the  General  Government  become  so  strong 
as  to  undertake  to  interfere  with  slavery. 
He  therefore  gave  all  his  influence  to 
strengthen  the  State  governments,  and  to 
check  the  growth  of  the  central  power. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss 
Mary  Childress,  of  Rutherford  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  Had  some  one  then  whispered  to 
him  that  he  was  destined  to  become  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  must 
select  for  his  companion  one  who  would 
adorn  that  distinguished  station,  he  could 
not  have  made  a  more  fitting  choice.  She 
was  truly  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  culture. 

In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen 
a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  continu- 
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ously  re-elected  until  1839.  He  then  with¬ 
drew,  only  that  he  might  accept  the 
gubernatorial  chair  of  his  native  State. 
He  was  a  warm  friend  of  General  Jackson, 
who  had  been  defeated  in  the  electoral 
contest  by  John  Quincy  Adams.  This 
latter  gentleman  had  just  taken  his  seat  in 
the  Presidential  chair  when  Mr.  Polk  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  immediately  united  himself  with  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  soon 
regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  Jackson  party 
in  the  House. 

The  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams’  adminis¬ 
tration  passed  away,  and  General  Jackson 
took  the  Presidential  chair.  Mr.  Polk  had 
now  become  a  man  of  great  influence  in 
Congress,  ana  was  chairman  of  its  most 
important  committee — that  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Eloquently  he  sustained  General 
Jackson  in  all  his  measures — in  his  hostility 
to  internal  improvements,  to  the  banks,  and 
to  the  tariff.  Eight  years  of  General  Jack¬ 
son’s  administration  passed  away,  and  the 
powers  he  had  wielded  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Martin  Van  Buren  ;  and  still  Mr. 
Polk  remained  in  the  House,  the  advocate 
of  that  type  of  Democracy  which  those 
distinguished  men  upheld. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr. 
Polk  was  speaker  of  the  House.  He  per¬ 
formed  his  arduous  duties  to  general  satis¬ 
faction,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  with¬ 
drew,  March  4,  1839.  He  was  elected 
Governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  took 
the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville,  October  14, 
1839.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election 
in  1841,  but  was  defeated.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  a  wonderful  revolution  had  swept 
over  the  country.  W.  H.  Harrison, the  Whig 
candidate,  had  been  called  to  the  Presiden¬ 
tial  chair,  and  in  Tennessee  the  Whig  ticket 
had  been  carried  by  over  12,000  majority. 
Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Polk’s  suc¬ 
cess  was  hopeless.  Still  he  canvassed  the 


State  with  his  Whig  competitor,  Mr.  Jones, 
traveling  in  the  most  friendly  manner  to¬ 
gether,  often  in  the  same  carriage,  and  at 
one  time  sleeping  in  the  same  bed.  Mr. 
Jones  was  elected  by  3,000  majority. 

And  now  the  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  our  country  agitated  the  whole 
land.  When  this  question  became  national 
Mr.  Polk,  as  the  avowed  champion  of  an¬ 
nexation,  became  the  Presidential  candidate 
of  the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  George  M.  Dallas  their  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Vice-Presidency.  They  were 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  were  in¬ 
augurated  March  4,  1845. 

President  Polk  formed  an  able  cabinet, 
consisting  of  James  Buchanan,  Robert  J. 
Walker,  William  L.  Marcy,  George  Ban¬ 
croft,  Cave  Johnson  and  John  Y.  Mason. 
The  Oregon  boundary  question  was  settled, 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  was  created, 
the  low  tariff  of  1846  was  carried,  the 
financial  system  of  the  Government  was 
reorganized,  the  Mexican  war  was  con¬ 
ducted,  which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  and  had  far- 
reaching  consequences  upon  the  later  fort¬ 
unes  of  the  republic.  Peace  was  made. 
We  had  wrested  from  Mexico  territory 
equal  to  four  times  the  empire  of  France, 
and  five  times  that  of  Spain.  In  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  this  war  we  expended  20,000 
lives  and  more  than  $100,000,000.  Of  this 
money  $15,000,000  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

Declining  to  seek  a  renomination,  Mr. 
Polk  retired  from  the  Presidency  March  4, 
1849,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  General 
Zachary  Taylor.  He  retired  to  Nashville, 
and  died  there  June  19,  1849,  in  the  fifty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was  at¬ 
tended  the  following  day,  in  Nashville,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect.  He  left 
no  children.  Without  being  possessed  of 
extraordinary  talent,  Mr.  Polk  was  a  capable 
administrator  of  public  affairs,  and  irre¬ 
proachable  in  private  life. 
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ACIIARY  TAY¬ 
LOR,  the  twelfth 
President  of  the 
United  States, 
1 849-’ 50,  was  born 
in  Orange  County, 
Virginia,  Septem- 
,  1784.  His  father, 
Richard  Taylor,  was  Colo¬ 
nel  of  a  Virginia  regiment 
in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  removed  to  Kentucky 
in  1785  ;  purchased  a  large 
plantation  near  Louisville 
and  became  an  influential  cit¬ 
izen  ;  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
framed  the  Constitution  of  Kentucky;  served 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  ;  was 
Collector  of  the  port  of  Louisville  under 
President  Washington;  as  a  Presidential 
elector,  voted  for  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon¬ 
roe  and  Clay;  died  January  19,1829. 

Zachary  remained  on  his  father’s  planta¬ 
tion  until  1808,  in  which  year  (May  3)  he 
was  appointed  First  Lieutenant  in  the 
Seventh  Infantry,  to  fill  a  vacancy  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother, 
Hancock.  Up  to  this  point  he  had  received 
but  a  limited  education. 

Joining  his  regiment  at  New  Orleans,  he 


was  attacked  with  yellow  fever,  with  nearly 
fatal  termination.  In  November,  1810,  he 
was  promoted  to  Captain,  and  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1812  he  was  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Wabash 
River,  near  the  present  site  of  Terre  Haute, 
his  successful  defense  of  which  with  but  a 
handful  of  men  against  a  large  force  of 
Indians  which  had  attacked  him  was  one  of 
the  first  marked  military  achievements  of 
the  war.  He  was  then  brevetted  Major, 
and  in  1814  promoted  to  the  full  rank. 

D  uring  the  remainder  of  the  war  Taylor 
was  actively  employed  on  the  Western 
frontier.  In  the  peace  organization  of  1815 
he  was  retained  as  Captain,  but  soon  after 
resigned  and  settled  near  Louisville.  In 
May,  1816,  however,  he  re-entered  the  army 
as  Major  of  the  Third  Infantry  ;  became 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 
in  1819,  and  in  1832  attained  the  Colonelcy 
of  the  First  Infantry,  of  which  he  had  been 
Lieutenant-Colonel  since  1821.  On  different 
occasions  he  had  been  called  to  Washington 
as  member  of  a  military  board  for  organiz¬ 
ing  the  militia  of  the  Union,  and  to  aid  the 
Government  with  his  knowledge  in  the 
organization  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  having 
for  many  years  discharged  the  duties  of 
Indian  agent  over  large  tracts  of  Western 
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country.  He  served  through  the  Black 
Hawk  war  in  1832,  and  in  1837  was  ordered 
to  take  command  in  Florida,  then  the  scene 
of  war  with  the  Indians. 

In  1846  he  was  transferred  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army  of  the  Southwest,  from 
which  he  was  relieved  the  same  year  at  his 
own  request.  Subsequently  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  Arkansas  frontier  at  Forts 
Gibbon,  Smith  and  Jesup,  which  latter  work 
had  been  built  under  his  direction  in  1822. 

May  28,  1845,  he  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  informing  him  of  the 
receipt  of  information  by  the  President 
“that  Texas  would  shortly  accede  to  the 
terms  of  annexation,”  in  which  event  he 
was  instructed  to  defend  and  protect  her 
from  “  foreign  invasion  and  Indian  incur¬ 
sions.”  He  proceeded,  upon  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  with  about  1,500  men  to  Corpus 
Chnsti,  where  his  force  was  increased  to 
some  4,000. 

Taylor  was  brevetted  Major-General  May 
28,  and  a  month  later,  June  29,  1846,  his  full 
commission  to  that  grade  was  issued.  After 
needed  rest  and  reinforcement,  he  advanced 
in  September  on  Monterey,  which  city  ca¬ 
pitulated  after  three-days  stubborn  resist¬ 
ance.  Here  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters. 
The  plan  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  by 
way  of  Vera  Cruz,  with  General  Scott  in 
command,  was  now  determined  upon  by 
the  Govenrment,  and  at  the  moment  Taylor 
was  about  to  resume  active  operations,  he 
received  orders  to  send  the  larger  part  of 
his  force  to  reinforce  the  army  of  General 
Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  Though  subsequently 
reinforced  by  raw  recruits,  yet  after  pro¬ 
viding  a  garrison  for  Monterey  and  Saltillo 
he  had  but  about  5,300  effective  troops,  of 
which  but  500  or  600  were  regulars.  In 
this  weakened  condition,  however,  he  was 
destined  to  achieve  his  greatest  victory. 
Confidently  relying  upon  his  strength  at 
Vera  Cruz  to  resist  the  enemy  for  a  long 
time,  Santa  Anna  directed  his  entire  army 
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against  Ta)dor  to  overwhelm  him,  and  then 
to  return  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Scott’s 
more  formidable  invasion.  The  battle  of 
Buena  \  ista  was  fought  February  22  and 
23,  1847.  Taylor  received  the  thanks  of 
Congress  and  a  gold  medal,  and  “Old 
Rough  and  Ready,”  the  sobriquet  given 
him  in  the  army,  became  a  household  word. 
He  remained  in  quiet  possession  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  until  November,  when 
he  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  Whig  convention  which  met  at 
Philadelphia, June  7,  1848,  Taylor  was  nomi¬ 
nated  on  the  fourth  ballot  as  candidate  of 
the  Whig  party  for  President,  over  Henry 

Clav,  General  Scott  and  Daniel  Webster. 
-  » 

In  November  Taylor  received  a  majority 
of  electoral  votes,  and  a  popular  vote  of 
1  >360,752,  against  1,219,962  for  Cass  and 
Butler,  and  291,342  for  Van  Buren  and 
Adams.  General  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1849. 

The  free  and  slave  States  being  then  equal 
in  number,  the  struggle  for  supremacy  oil 
the  part  of  the  leaders  in  Congress  was 
violent  and  bitter.  In  the  summer  of  1849 
California  adopted  in  convention  a  Consti¬ 
tution  prohibiting  slavery  within  its  borders. 
Taylor  advocated  the  immediate  admission 
of  California  with  her  Constitution,  and  the 
postponement  of  the  question  as  to  the  other 
Territories  until  thev  could  hold  conven- 
tions  and  decide  for  themselves  whether 
slavery  should  exist  within  their  borders. 
This  policy  ultimately  prevailed  through 
the  celebrated  “  Compromise  Measures”  of 
Henry  Clay ;  but  not  during  the  life  of  the 
brave  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  July 
5  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  a  bilious 
fever,  which  proved  fatal,  his  death  occur¬ 
ring  July  9,  1850.  One  of  his  daughters 
married  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  his  Adju¬ 
tant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff  in  Florida 
and  Mexico,  and  Private  Secretary  during 
his  Presidency.  Another  daughter  was 
married  to  Jefferson  Davis. 
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I  LLARD  FILL¬ 
MORE,  the  thir¬ 
teenth  President 
of  the  United 
States,  i850-’3,  was 
born  in  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga 
County,  New  York,  Janu¬ 
ary  7,  1800.  He  was  of 
New  England  ancestry,  and 
his  educational  advantages 
were  limited.  He  early 
learned  the  clothiers’  trade, 
but  spent  all  his  leisure  time 
in  study.  At  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  was  induced  by 
Judge  Walter  Wood  to  abandon  his  trade 
and  commence  the  study  of  law.  Upon 
learning  that  the  young  man  was  entirely 
destitute  of  means,  he  took  him  into  his 
own  office  and  loaned  him  such  money  as 
he  needed.  That  he  might  not  be  heavily 
burdened  with  debt,  young  Fillmore  taught 
school  during  the  winter  months,  and  in 
various  other  ways  helped  himself  along. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  village  of  Aurora,  situated  on  the 


eastern  bank  of  the  Cayuga  Lake.  In  1825 
he  married  Miss  Abigail  Powers,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Lemuel  Powers,  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth.  In  1825  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  his  native  State, 
as  Representative  from  Erie  County, 
whither  he  had  recently  moved. 

Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  politics  his  vote  and  his  sym¬ 
pathies  were  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  but  his  cour¬ 
tesy,  ability  and  integrity  won  the  respect 
of  his  associates.  In  1832  he  was  elected 
to  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his 
law  practice,  and  in  two  years  more  he  was 
again  elected  to  Congress. 

He  now  began  to  have  a  national  reputa¬ 
tion.  His  labors  were  very  arduous.  To 
draft  resolutions  in  the  committee  room, 
and  then  to  defend  them  against  the  most 
skillful  opponents  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
requires  readiness  of  mind,  mental  resources 
and  skill  in  debate  such  as  few  possess. 
Weary  with  these  exhausting  labors,  and 
pressed  by  the  claims  of  his  private  affairs, 
Mr.  Fillmore  wrote  a  letter  to  his  constitu¬ 
ents  and  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election.  Notwithstanding  this  communi- 
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cation  his  friends  met  in  convention  and 
renominated  him  by  acclamation.  Though 
gratified  by  this  proof  of  their  appreciation 
of  his  labors  he  adhered  to  his  resolve  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

In  1847  Mr.  Fillmore  was  elected  to  the 
important  office  of  comptroller  of  the  State. 
In  entering  upon  the  very  responsible  duties 
which  this  situation  demanded,  it  was  nec¬ 
essary  for  him  to  abandon  his  profession, 
and  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Albany.  In 
this  year,  also,  the  Whigs  were  looking 
around  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  the 
President  and  Vice-President  at  the  ap¬ 
proaching  election,  and  the  names  of  Zach¬ 
ary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying  cry  of  the  Whigs.  On  the  4th 
of  March,  1849,  General  Taylor  was  inaug¬ 
urated  President  and  Millard  Fillmore 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

The  great  question  of  slavery  had  as¬ 
sumed  enormous  proportions,  and  perme¬ 
ated  every  subject  that  was  brought  before 
Congress.  It  was  evident  that  the  strength 
of  our  institutions  was  to  be  severely  tried. 
July  9,  1850,  President  Taylor  died,  and,  by 
the  Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore 
became  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  agitated  condition  of  the  country 
brought  questions  of  great  delicacy  before 
him.  He  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  office 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  these  laws  was  understood  to  be, 
that  if  a  slave,  escaping  from  bondage, 
should  reach  a  free  State,  the  United  States 
was  bound  to  do  its  utmost  to  capture  him 
and  return  him  to  his  master.  Most  Chris¬ 
tian  men  loathed  this  law.  President  Fill¬ 
more  felt  bound  by  his  oath  rigidly  to  see 
it  enforced.  Slavery  was  organizing  armies 
to  invade  Cuba  as  it  had  invaded  Texas, 
and  annex  it  to  the  United  States.  Presi¬ 
dent  Fillmore  gave  all  the  influence  of  his 
exalted  station  against  the  atrocious  enter¬ 
prise. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  serious  difficulties  to 


contend  with,  since  the  opposition  had  a 
majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  every¬ 
thing  in  his  power  to  conciliate  the  South, 
but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  that  section 
felt  the  inadequency  of  all  measures  of  tran¬ 
sient  conciliation.  The  population  of  the 
free  States  was  so  rapidly  increasing  over 
that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevita¬ 
ble  that  the  power  of  the  Government 
should  soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free 
States.  The  famous  compromise  measures 
were  adopted  under  Mr.  Fillmore’s  admin¬ 
istration,  and  the  Japan  expedition  was 
sent  out. 

March  4,  1853,  having  served  one  term, 
President  Fillmore  retired  from  office.  He 
then  took  a  long  tour  through  the  South, 
where  he  met  with  quite  an  enthusiastic 
reception.  In  a  speech  at  Vicksburg,  al¬ 
luding  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country, 
he  said: 

“  Canada  is  knocking  for  admission,  and 
Mexico  would  be  glad  to  come  in,  and 
without  saying  whether  it  would  be  right 
or  wrong,  we  stand  with  open  arms  to  re¬ 
ceive  them;  for  it  is  the  manifest  destiny  of 
this  Government  to  embrace  the  whole 
North  American  Continent.” 

In  1855  Mr.  Fillmore  went  to  Europe 
where  he  was  received  with  those  marked 
attentions  which  his  position  and  character 
merited.  Returning  to  this  country  in 
1856  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
bv  the  “  Know-Nothing  ”  party.  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  the  Democratic  candidate  was 
the  successful  competitor.  Mr.  Fillmore 
ever  afterward  lived  in  retirement.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  conflict  of  civil  war  he  was  mostly 
silent.  It  was  generally  supposed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  his  sympathy  was  with  the  South¬ 
ern  Confederacy.  He  kept  aloof  from  the 
conflict  without  any  words  of  cheer  to  the 
one  party  or  the  other.  For  this  reason 
he  was  forgotten  by  both.  He  died  of 
paralysis,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  8, 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  T1IE  UNITED  STATES. 


FRANKLIN  PIERCE, 
the  fourteenth  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  New 
Hampshire,  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1804.  His 
father,  Governor 
Benjamin  Pierce,  was  a  Rev¬ 
olutionary  soldier,  a  man  of 
rigid  integrity  ;  was  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  a  member  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  council  and  a  General 
of  the  militia. 

Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
As  a  boy  he  listened  eagerly  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  his  father,  enforced  by  strong  and 
ready  utterance  and  earnest  gesture.  It 
was  in  the  days  of  intense  political  excite¬ 
ment,  when,  all  over  the  New  England 
States,  Federalists  and  Democrats  were  ar¬ 
rayed  so  fiercely  against  each  other. 

In  1820  he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at 
Brunswick,  Maine,  and  graduated  in  1824, 
and  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Woodbury,  a  very  distin¬ 
guished  lawyer,  and  in  1827  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  practiced  with  great  success 
in  Hillsborough  and  Concord.  He  served 


in  the  State  Legislature  four  years,  the  last 
two  of  which  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Con¬ 
gress.  In  1837  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  com¬ 
menced  his  administration. 

In  1834  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means 
Appleton,  a  lady  admirably  fitted  to  adorn 
every  station  with  which  her  husband  was 
honored.  Three  sons  born  to  them  all 
found  an  early  grave. 

Upon  his  accession  to  office,  President 
Polk  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States,  but  the  offer  was 
declined  in  consequence  of  numerous  pro¬ 
fessional  engagements  at  home  and  the 
precarious  state  of  Mrs.  Pierce’s  health. 
About  the  same  time  he  also  declined  the 
nomination  for  Governor  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 

The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr.  Pierce 
into  the  arm}^.  Receiving  the  appointment 
of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  May  27,  1847.  He  served  during 
this  war,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
bravery,  skill  and  excellent  judgment. 
When  he  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State  he  was  enthusiastically  received  by 
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the  advocates  of  the  war,  and  coldly  by  its 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  frequently  taking  an  active  part 
in  political  questions,  and  giving  his  sup¬ 
port  to  the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  ^ 

June  12,  1852,  the  Democratic  convention 
met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  For  four  days  they 
continued  in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  bal- 
lotings  no  one  had  received  the  requisite 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  had  been 
thrown  thus  far  for  General  Pierce.  Then 
the  Virginia  delegation  brought  forward 
his  name.  There  were  fourteen  more  bal- 
lotings,  during  which  General  Pierce 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth 
ballot,  he  received  282  votes,  and  all  other 
candidates  eleven.  General  Winfield  Scott 
was  the  Whig  candidate.  General  Pierce 
was  elected  with  great  unanimity.  Only 
four  States — V ermont,  Massachusetts,  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee — cast  their  electoral 
votes  against  him.  March  4,  1853,  he  was 
inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  William  R.  King,  Vice-President. 

President  Pierce’s  cabinet  consisted  of 
William  S.  Marcy,  James  Guthrie,  Jefferson 
Davis,  James  C.  Dobbin,  Robert  McClel¬ 
land,  James  Campbell  and  Caleb  Cushing. 

At  the  demand  of  slavery  the  Missouri 
Compromise  was  repealed,  and  all  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  Union  were  thrown  open  to 
slavery.  The  Territory  of  Kansas,  west  of 
Missouri,  was  settled  by  emigrants  mainly 
from  the  North.  According  to  law,  they 
were  about  to  meet  and  decide  whether 
slavery  or  freedom  should  be  the  law  of 
that  realm.  Slavery  in  Missouri  and 
other  Southern  States  rallied  her  armed 
legions,  marched  them  into  Kansas,  took 
possession  of  the  polls,  drove  away  the 
citizens,  deposited  their  own  votes  by 
handfuls,  went  through  the  farce  of  count¬ 
ing  them,  and  then  declared  that,  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  slavery  was  estab¬ 


lished  in  Kansas.  These  facts  nobody 
denied,  and  yet  President  Pierce’s  adminis¬ 
tration  felt  bound  to  respect  the  decision 
obtained  by  such  votes.  The  citizens  of 
Kansas,  the  majority  of  whom  were  free- 
State  men,  met  in  convention  and  adopted 
the  following  resolve : 

“Resolved,  That  the  body  of  men  who, 
for  the  past  two  months,  have  been  passing 
laws  for  the  people  of  our  Territory, 
moved,  counseled  and  dictated  to  by  the 
demagogues  of  other  States,  are  to  us  a 
foreign  body,  representing  only  the  lawless 
invaders  who  elected  them,  and  not  the 
people  of  this  Territory;  that  we  repudiate 
their  action  as  the  monstrous  consummation 
of  an  act  of  violence,  usurpation  and  fraud 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  Union.” 

The  free-State  people  of  Kansas  also  sent 
a  petition  to  the  General  Government,  im¬ 
ploring  its  protection.  -  In  reply  the  Presi¬ 
dent  issued  a  proclamation,  declaring  that 
Legislature  thus  created  must  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  legitimate  Legislature  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  that  its  laws  were  binding  upon 
the  people,  and  that,  if  necessary,  the  whole 
force  of  the  Governmental  arm  would  be 
put  forth  to  inforce  those  laws. 

James  Buchanan  succeeded  him  in  the 
Presidency,  and,  March  4,  1857,  President 
Pierce  retired  to  his  home  in  Concord, 
New  Hampshire.  When  the  Rebellion 
burst  forth  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast 
to  the  principles  he  had  always  cherished, 
and  gave  his  sympathies  to  the  pro-slavery 
party,  with  which  he  had  ever  been  allied. 
He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by 
voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  National  Government.  He  resided  in 
Concord  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
October,  1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
genial  and  social  of  men,  generous  to 
a  fault,  and  contributed  liberally  of  his 
moderate  means  for  the  alleviation  of  suf¬ 
fering  and  want.  He  was  an  honored 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the 
fifteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  1 85 7— ’6 1 , 
was  born  in  Franklin 
Count  y,  Pennsylvania, 
April  23,  1791.  The 
place  where  his  father’s 
cabin  stood  was  called 
Stony  Batter,  and  it  was 
situated  in  a  wild,  romantic 
spot,  in  a  gorge  of  mount¬ 
ains,  with  towering  sum¬ 
mits  rising  all  around.  He 
was  of  Irish  ancestry,  his 
father  having  emigrated  in- 
1783,  with  very  little  prop¬ 
erty,  save  his  own  strong  arms. 

James  remained  in  his  secluded  home  for 
eight  years  enjoying  very  few  social  or 
intellectual  advantages.  His  parents  were 
industrious,  frugal,  prosperous  and  intelli¬ 
gent.  In  1799  his  father  removed  to  Mer- 
cersburg,  where  James  was  placed  in 
school  and  commenced  a  course  in  English, 
Greek  and  Latin.  His  progress  was  rapid 
and  in  1801  he  entered  Dickinson  College 
at  Carlisle.  Here  he  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution,  and  was 
able  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects 
with  facility.  In  1809  he  graduated  with 
the  highest  honors  in  his  class. 

He  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  tall, 


graceful  and  in  vigorous  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sports,  an  unerring  shot  and  en¬ 
livened  with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal 
spirits.  He  immediately  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812.  He  rose 
very  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  at  once 
took  undisputed  stand  with  the  ablest  law¬ 
yers  of  the  State.  When  but  twenty- six 
years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  State,  who  was 
tried  upon  articles  of  impeachment.  At 
the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally  admitted 
that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar,  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had 
a  more  extensive  or  lucrative  practice. 

In  1812,  just  after  Mr.  Buchanan  had 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  our 
second  war  with  England  occurred.  *  With 
all  his  powers  he  sustained  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  eloquently  urging  the  rigorous  pros¬ 
ecution  of  the  war;  and  even  enlisting  as  a 
private  soldier  to  assist  in  repelling  the 
British,  who  had  sacked  Washington  and 
were  threatening  Baltimore.  He  was  at 
that  time  a  Federalist,  but  when  the  Con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted  by  both  parties, 
Jefferson  truly  said,  “We  are  all  Federal¬ 
ists;  we  are  all  Republicans.” 

The  opposition  of  the  Federalists  to  the 
Avar  with  England,  and  the  alien  and  sedi- 
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tion  laws  of  John  Adams,  brought  the  party 
into  dispute,  and  the  name  of  Federalist 
became  a  reproach.  Mr.  Buchanan  almost 
immediately  upon  entering  Congress  began 
to  incline  more  and  more  to  the  Repub¬ 
licans.  In  the  stormy  Presidential  election 
of  1824,  in  which  Jackson,  Clay,  Crawford 
and  John  Quincy  Adams  were  candidates, 
Mr.  Buchanan  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Jackson  and  unrelentingly  opposed  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
General  Jackson  appointed  Mr.  Buchanan, 
minister  to  Russia.  Upon  his  return  in  1833 
he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met  as  his  associates, 
Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He 
advocated  the  measures  proposed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Jackson  of  making  reprisals  against 
France,  and  defended  the  course  of  the  Pres¬ 
ident  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removals  from  office  of  those  who  were  not 
the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  brought  into  direct  col¬ 
lision  with  Henry  Clay.  In  the  discussion 
of  the  question  respecting  the  admission  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  Mr. 
Buchanan  defined  his  position  by  saying: 

“  The  older  I  grow,  the  more  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  be  what  is  called  a  State-rights 
man.” 

M.  de  Tocqueville,  in  his  renowned  work 
upon  “  Democracy  in  America,”  foresaw 
the  trouble  which  was  inevitable  from  the 
doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  as  held  by 
Calhoun  and  Buchanan.  He  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  National  Government  was 
losing  that  strength  which  was  essential 
to  its  own  existence,  and  that  the  States 
were  assuming  powers  which  threatened 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Buchanan 
received  the  book  in  the  Senate  and  de¬ 
clared  the  fears  of  De  Tocqueville  to  be 
groundless,  and  yet  he  lived  to  sit  in  the 
Presidential  chair  and  see  State  after  State, 
in  accordance  with  his  own  views  of  State 


rights,  breaking  from  the  Union,  thus 
crumbling  our  Republic  into  ruins;  while 
the  unhappy  old  man  folded  his  arms  in 
despair,  declaring  that  the  National  Consti¬ 
tution  invested  him  with  no  power  to  arrest 
the  destruction. 

Upon  Mr.  Polk’s  accession  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretary  of 
State,  and  as  such  took  his  share  of  the 
responsibility  in  the  conduct  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  war.  At  the  close  of  Mr.  Polk’s  ad¬ 
ministration,  Mr.  Buchanan  retired  to  pri¬ 
vate  life;  but  his  intelligence,  and  his  great 
ability  as  a  statesman,  enabled  him  to  exert 
a  powerful  influence  in  National  affairs. 

Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with 
the  mission  to  England.  In  the  year  1856 
the  National  Democratic  convention  nomi¬ 
nated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency. 
The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  country  has  ever  en¬ 
gaged.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  inaugurated  President.  His 
cabinet  were  Lewis  Cass,  Howell  Cobb, 
J.  B.  Floyd,  Isaac  Toucey,  Jacob  Thomp¬ 
son,  A.  V.  Brown  and  J.  S.  Black. 

The  disruption  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
issue  of  the  nationality  of  slavery  was 
pressed  by  the  Southern  wing,  occurred  at 
the  National  convention,  held  at  Charleston 
in  April,  i860,  for  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Buchanan’s  successor,  when  the  majority 
of  Southern  delegates  withdrew  upon  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
constitutional  status  of  slavery  should  be 
determined  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  next  Presidential  canvass  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln  was  nominated  by  the  oppo¬ 
nents  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  administration. 
Mr.  Buchanan  remained  in  Washington 
long  enough  to  see  his  successor  installed 
and  then  retired  to  his  home  in  Wheatland. 
He  died  June  1,  1868,  aged  seventy-seven 
years. 
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BRAHAM  LIN¬ 
COLN,  the  sixteenth 
President  of  the 
United  States,  1 86 1 5 » 
was  born  February 
12,  1809,  in  Larue 
(then  Hardin)  County, 
Kentucky,  in  a  cabin  on  Nolan 
Creek,  three  miles  west  of 
Hudgensville.  H  i  s  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Hanks)  Lincoln.  Of  his  an¬ 
cestry  and  early  years  the  little 
that  is  known  may  best  be 
given  in  his  own  language  :  “  My 
parents  were  both  born  in  Virginia,  of  un¬ 
distinguished  families — second  families,  per¬ 
haps  I  should  say.  My  mother,  who  died 
in  my  tenth  year,  was  of  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Hanks,  some  of  whom  now  remain 
in  Adams,  and  others  in  Macon  County, 
Illinois.  My  paterna1  grandfather,  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln,  emigrated  from  Rockbridge 
County,  Virginia,  to  Kentucky  in  1781  or 
1782,  where,  a  year  or  two  later,  he  was 
killed  by  Indians — not  in  battle,  but  by 
stealth,  when  he  was  laboring  to  open  a 
farm  in  the  forest.  His  ancestors,  who  were 
Quakers,  went  to  Virginia  from  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania.  An  effort  to  iden¬ 


tify  them  with  the  New  England  family  of 
the  same  name  ended  in  nothing  more  defi¬ 
nite  than  a  similarity  of  Christian  names  in 
both  families,  such  as  Enoch,  Levi,  Mor- 
decai,  Solomon,  Abraham  and  the  like. 
My  father,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
but  six  years  of  age,  and  he  grew  up,  liter¬ 
ally,  without  education.  He  removed  from 
Kentucky  to  what  is  now  Spencer  County, 
Indiana,  in  my  eighth  year.  We  reached 
our  new  home  about  the  time  the  State  came 
into  the  Union.  It  was  a  wild  region,  with 
bears  and  other  wild  animals  still  in  the 
woods.  There  I  grew  to  manhood. 

“  There  were  some  schools,  so  called,  but 
no  qualification  was  ever  required  of  a 
teacher  bevond  ‘  readin’,  writin’,  and  cipher¬ 
in’  to  the  rule  of  three.’  If  a  straggler,  sup¬ 
posed  to  understand  Latin,  happened  to 
sojourn  in  the  neighborhood,  he  was  looked 
upon  as  a  wizard.  There  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  excite  ambition  for  education. 
Of  course,  when  I  came  of  age  I  did  not 
know  much.  Still,  somehow,  I  could  read, 
write  and  cipher  to  the  rule  of  three,  and 
that  was  all.  I  have  not  been  to  school 
since.  The  little  advance  I  now  have  upon 
this  store  of  education  I  have  picked  up 
from  time  to  time  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity.  I  was  raised  to  farm-work,  which 
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I  continued  till  I  was  twenty-two.  At 
twenty-one  I  came  to  Illinois  and  passed 
the  first  year  in  Macon  County.  Then  I  got 
to  New  Salem,  at  that  time  in  Sangamon, 
now  in  Menard  County,  where  I  remained 
a  year  as  a  sort  of  clerk  in  a  store. 

“Then  came  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  I 
was  elected  a  Captain  of  volunteers — a  suc¬ 
cess  which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  any 
I  have  had  since.  I  went  the  campaign, 
was  elated  ;  ran  for  the  Legislature  the 
same  year  (1832)  and  was  beaten,  the  only 
time  I  have  ever  been  beaten  by  the  people. 
The  next  and  three  succeeding  biennial 
elections  I  was  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
and  was  never  a  candidate  afterward. 

“  During  this  legislative  period  I  had 
studied  law,  and  removed  to  Springfield  to 
practice  it.  In  1846  I  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress ;  was  not  a  can¬ 
didate  for  re-election.  From  1849  1°  1854, 
inclusive,  I  practiced  the  law  more  assid¬ 
uously  than  ever  before.  Always  a  Whig 
in  politics,  and  generally  on  the  Whig  elec¬ 
toral  tickets,  making  active  canvasses,  I  was 
losing  interest  in  politics,  when  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  roused  me 
again.  What  I  have  done  since  is  pretty 
well  known.” 

The  early  residence  of  Lincoln  in  Indi¬ 
ana  was  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  Ohio 
River,  on  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  one  and  a 
half  miles  east  of  Gentryville,  within  the 
present  township  of  Carter.  Here  his 
mother  died  October  5,  1818,  and  the  next 
year  his  father  married  Mrs.  Sally  (Bush) 
Johnston,  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  She 
was  an  affectionate  foster-parent,  to  whom 
Abraham  was  indebted  for  his  first  encour¬ 
agement  to  study.  He  became  an  eager 
reader,  and  the  few  books  owned  in  the 
vicinity  were  many  times  perused.  He 
worked  frequently  for  the  neighbors  as  a 
farm  laborer ;  was  for  some  time  clerk  in  a 
store  at  Gentryville ;  and  became  famous 
throughout  that  region  for  his  athletic 


powers,  his  fondness  for  argument,  his  in¬ 
exhaustible  fund  of  humerous  anecdote,  as 
well  as  for  mock  oratory  and  the  composi¬ 
tion  of  rude  satirical  verses.  In  1828  he 
made  a  trading  voyage  to  New  Orleans  as 
“bow-hand”  on  a  flatboat;  removed  to 
Illinois  in  1830;  helped  his  father  build  a 
log  house  and  clear  a  farm  on  the  north 
fork  of  Sangamon  River,  ten  miles  west  of 
Decatur,  and  was  for  some  time  employed 
in  splitting  rails  for  the  fences — a  fact  which 
was  prominently  brought  forward  for  a 
political  purpose  thirty  years  later. 

In  the  spring  of  1851  he,  with  two  of  his 
relatives,  was  hired  to  build  a  flatboat  on 
the  Sangamon  River  and  navigate  it  to 
New  Orleans.  The  boat  “stuck”  on  a 
mill-dam,  and  was  got  off  with  great  labor 
through  an  ingenious  mechanical  device 
which  some  years  later  led  to  Lincoln’s 
taking  out  a  patent  for  “an  improved 
method  for  lifting  vessels  over  shoals.” 
This  voyage  was  memorable  for  another 
reason — the  sight  of  slaves  chained,  mal¬ 
treated  and  flogged  at  New  Orleans  was 
the  origin  of  his  deep  convictions  upon  the 
slavery  question. 

Returning  from  this  voyage  he  became  a 
resident  for  several  years  at  New  Salem,  a 
recently  settled  village  on  the  Sangamon, 
where  he  was  successively  a  clerk,  grocer, 
surveyor  and  postmaster,  and  acted  as  pilot 
to  the  first  steamboat  that  ascended  the 
Sangamon.  Here  he  studied  law,  inter¬ 
ested  himself  in  local  politics  after  his 
return  from  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
became  known  as  an  effective  “stump- 
speaker.”  The  subject  of  his  first  political 
speech  was  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
of  the  Sangamon,  and  the  chief  ground  on 
which  he  announced  himself  (1832)  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Legislature  was  his  advocacy 
of  this  popular  measure,  on  which  subject 
his  practical  experience  made  him  the  high¬ 
est  authority. 

Elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1834  as  a 
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“  Henry  Clay  Whig,”  lie  rapidly  acquired 
that  command  of  language  and  that  homely 
but  forcible  rhetoric  which,  added  to  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  people  from 
which  he  sprang,  made  him  more  than  a 
match  in  debate  for  his  few  well-educated 
opponents. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1837  he  soon 
established  himself  at  Springfield,  where 
the  State  capital  was  located  in  1839, 
largely  through  his  influence;  became  a 
successful  pleader  in  the  State,  Circuit  and 
District  Courts  ;  married  in  1842  a  lady  be¬ 
longing  to  a  prominent  family  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky;  took  an  active  part  in  the  Pres¬ 
idential  campaigns  of  1840  and  1844  as 
candidate  for  elector  on  the  Harrison  and 
Clay  tickets,  and  in  1846  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
over  the  celebrated  Peter  Cartwright. 
During  his  single  term  in  Congress  he  did 
not  attain  any  prominence. 

He  voted  for  the  reception  of  anti-slavery 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  for  the 
Wilmot  proviso;  but  was  chiefly  remem¬ 
bered  for  the  stand  he  took  against  the 
Mexican  war.  For  several  years  there¬ 
after  he  took  comparatively  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  gained  a  leading  position  at 
the  Springfield  bar.  T wo  or  .three  non¬ 
political  lectures  and  an  eulogy  on  Henry 
Clay  (1852)  added  nothing  to  his  reputation. 

In  1854  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act 
aroused  Lincoln  from  his  indifference,  and 
in  attacking  that  measure  he  had  the  im¬ 
mense  advantage  of  knowing  perfectly  well 
the  motives  and  the  record  of  its  author, 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  then  popu¬ 
larly  designated  as  the  “  Little  Giant.”  The 
latter  came  to  Springfield  in  October,  1854, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  State  Fair,  to  vindi¬ 
cate  his  policy  in  the  Senate,  and  the  “  Anti- 
Nebraska”  Whigs,  remembering  that  Lin¬ 
coln  had  often  measured  his  strength  with 


Douglas  in  the  Illinois  Legislature  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Springfield  Courts,  engaged  him 
to  improvise  a  reply.  This  speech,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  heard  it,  was  one  of 
the  greatest  efforts  of  Lincoln’s  life ;  cer¬ 
tainly  the  most  effective  in  his  whole  career. 
It  took  the  audience  by  storm,  and  from 
that  moment  it  was  felt  that  Douglas  had 
met  his  match.  Lincoln  was  accordingly 
selected  as  the  Anti-Nebraska  candidate  for 
the  United  States  Senate  in  place  of  General 
Shields,  whose  term  expired  March  4,  1855, 
and  led  to  several  ballots;  but  Trumbull 
was  ultimately  chosen. 

The  second  conflict  on  the  soil  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  which  Lincoln  had  predicted,  soon  be¬ 
gan.  The  result  was  the  disruption  of  the 
Whig  and  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party.  At  the  Bloomington  State  Conven¬ 
tion  in  1856,  where  the  new  party  first 
assumed  form  in  Illinois,  Lincoln  made  an 
impressive  address,  in  which  for  the  first 
time  he  took  distinctive  ground  against 
slavery  in  itself. 

At  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  June  17,  after  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Fremont,  Lincoln  was  put  for¬ 
ward  by  the  Illinois  delegation  for  the 
Vice-Presidency,  and  received  on  the  first 
ballot  no  votes  against  259  for  William  L, 
Dayton.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
canvass,  being  on  the  electoral  ticket. 

In  1858  Lincoln  was  unanimously  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  Republican  State  Convention 
as  its  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate 
in  place  of  Douglas,  and  in  his  speech  of 
acceptance  used  the  celebrated  illustration 
of  a  “  house  divided  against  itself”  on  the 
slavery  question,  which  was,  perhaps,  the 
cause  of  his  defeat.  The  great  debate  car¬ 
ried  on  at  all  the  principal  towns  of  Illinois 
between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  as  rival  Sena¬ 
torial  candidates  resulted  at  the  time  in  the 
election  of  the  latter  ;  but  being  widely  cir¬ 
culated  as  a  campaign  document,  it  fixed 
the  attention  of  the  country  upon  the 
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former,  as  the  clearest  and  most  convinc¬ 
ing  exponent  of  Republican  doctrine. 

Early  in  1859  he  began  to  be  named  in 
Illinois  as  a  suitable  Republican  candidate 
for  the  Presidential  campaign  of  the  ensu¬ 
ing  year,  and  a  political  address  delivered 
at  the  Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  i860,  followed  by  similar  speeches 
at  New  Haven,  Hartford  and  elsewhere  in 
New  England,  first  made  him  known  to  the 
Eastern  States  in  the  light  by  which  he  had 
long  been  regarded  at  home.  By  the  Re¬ 
publican  State  Convention,  which  met  at 
Decatur,  Illinois,  May  9  and  10,  Lincoln 
was  unanimously  endorsed  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  two 
rails,  said  to  have  been  split  by  his  hands 
thirty  years  before,  were  brought  into  the 
convention,  and  the  incident  contributed 
much  to  his  popularity.  The  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  after 
spirited  efforts  made  in  favor  of  Seward, 
Chase  and  Bates,  nominated  Lincoln  for 
the  Presidency,  with  Hannibal  Hamlin 
for  Vice-President,  at  the  same  time  adopt¬ 
ing  a  vigorous  anti-slavery  platform. 

The  Democratic  party  having  been  dis¬ 
organized  and  presenting  two  candidates, 
Douglas  and  Breckenridge,  and  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  ‘‘American”  party  having  put 
forward  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  the  Re¬ 
publican  victory  was  an  easy  one,  Lincoln 
being  elected  November  6  by  a  large  plu¬ 
rality,  comprehending  nearly  all  the  North¬ 
ern  States,  but  none  of  the  Southern.  The 
secession  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Gulf 
States  was  the  immediate  result,  followed 
a  few  months  later  by  that  of  the  border 
slave  States  and  the  outbreak  of  the  great 
civil  war. 

The  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  became 
thenceforth  merged  in  the  history  of  his 
country.  None  of  the  details  of  the  vast 
conflict  which  filled  the  remainder  of  Lin¬ 
coln’s  life  can  here  be  given.  Narrowly 
escaping  assassination  by  avoiding  Balti¬ 


more  on  his  way  to  the  capital,  he  reached 
Washington  February  23,  and  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  President  of  the  United  States  March 
4,  1861. 

In  his  inaugural  address  he  said:  “  I  hold, 
that  in  contemplation  of  universal  law  and 
the  Constitution  the  Union  of  these  States  is 
perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied  if  not  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  na¬ 
tional  governments.  It  is  safe  to  assert 
that  no  government  proper  ever  had  a  pro¬ 
vision  in  its  organic  law  for  its  own  termi¬ 
nation.  I  therefore  consider  that  in  view 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  the  Union 
is  unbroken,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability 
I  shall  take  care,  as  the  Constitution  en¬ 
joins  upon  me,  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  be  extended  in  all  the  States.  In 
doing  this  there  need  be  no  bloodshed  or  vio¬ 
lence,  and  there  shall  be  none  unless  it  be 
forced  upon  the  national  authority.  The 
# power  conferred  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold, 
occupy  and  possess  the  property  and  places 
belonging  to  the  Government,  and  to  col¬ 
lect  the  duties  and  imports,  but  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  these  objects 
there  will  be  no  invasion,  no  using  of  force 
against  or  among  the  people  anywhere.  In 
your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-country¬ 
men,  is  the  momentous  issue  of  civil  war. 
The  Government  will  not  assail  you.  You 
can  have  no  conflict  without  being  your¬ 
selves  the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath 
registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  while  I  shall  have  the  most  sol¬ 
emn  one  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend 
it.” 

He  called  to  his  cabinet  his  principal 
rivals  for  the  Presidential  nomination  — 
Seward,  Chase,  Cameron  and  Bates ;  se¬ 
cured  the  co-operation  of  the  Union  Demo¬ 
crats,  headed  by  Douglas  ;  called  out  75,000 
militia  from  the  several  States  upon  the  first 
tidings  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter, 
April  15;  proclaimed  a  blockade  of  the 
Southern  posts  April  19;  called  an  extra 
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session  of  Congress  for  July  4,  from  which 
he  asked  and  obtained  400,000  men  and 
§400,000,000  for  the  war;  placed  McClellan 
at  the  head  of  the  Federal  army  on  General 
Scott’s  resignation,  October  31;  appointed 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  Secretary  of  War,  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1862,  and  September  22,  1862, 
issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  free¬ 
dom  of  all  slaves  in  the  States  and  parts  of 
States  then  in  rebellion  from  and  after 
January  1,  1863.  This  was  the  crowning 
act  of  Lincoln’s  career — the  act  by  which 
he  will  be  chiefly  known  through  all  future 
time — and  it  decided  the  war. 

October  16, 1863,  President  Lincoln  called 
for  300,000  volunteers  to  replace  those 
whose  term  of  enlistment  had  expired ; 
made  a  celebrated  and  touching,  though 
brief,  address  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Gettysburg  military  cemetery,  November 
19,  1863;  commissioned  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Lieutenant-General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
March  9,  1864;  was  re-elected  President  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  by  a  large 
majority  over  General  McClellan,  with 
Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  as  Vice- 
President;  delivered  a  very  remarkable  ad¬ 
dress  at  his  second  inauguration,  March  4, 
1865;  visited  the  army  before  Richmond  the 
same  month;  entered  the  capital  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  the  day  after  its  fall,  and  upon  the 
surrender  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee’s  army, 
April  9,  was  actively  engaged  in  devising 
generous  plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Union,  when,  on  the  evening  of  Good  Fri¬ 
day,  April  14,  he  was  shot  in  his  box  at 
Ford’s  Theatre, Washington,  byJohnWilkes 
Booth,  a  fanatical  actor,  and  expired  early 
on  the  following  morning,  April  15.  Al¬ 
most  simultaneously  a  murderous  attack 
was  made  upon  William  H.  Seward,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

At  noon  on  the  15th  of  April  Andrew 


Johnson  assumed  the  Presidency,  and  active 
measures  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Booth  and  the  execution  of  his 
principal  accomplices. 

The  funeral  of  President  Lincoln  was 
conducted  with  unexampled  solemnity  and 
magnificence.  Impressive  services  were 
held  in  Washington,  after  which  the  sad 
procession  proceeded  over  the  same  route 
he  had  traveled  four  years  before,  from 
Springfield  to  Washington.  I11  Philadel¬ 
phia  his  body  lay  in  state  in  Independence 
Hall,  in  which  he  had  declared  before  his 
first  inauguration  “  that  I  would  sooner  be 
assassinated  than  to  give  up  the  principles 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.”  He 
was  buried  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  near 
Springfield,  Illinois,  on  May  4,  where  a 
monument  emblematic  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Union  mark  his  resting  place. 

The  leaders  and  citizens  of  the  expiring 
Confederacy  expressed  genuine  indignation 
at  the  murder  of  a  generous  political  adver¬ 
sary.  Foreign  nations  took  part  in  mourn¬ 
ing  the  death  of  a  statesman  who  had  proved 
himself  a  true  representative  of  American 
nationality.  The  freedmen  of  the  South 
almost  worshiped  the  memory  of  their  de¬ 
liverer  ;  and  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
great  Nation  he  had  saved  awarded  him  a 
place  in  its  affections,  second  only  to  that 
held  by  Washington. 

The  characteristics  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
have  been  familiarly  known  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  His  tall,  gaunt,  ungainly 
figure,  homely  countenance,  and  his  shrewd 
mother-wit,  shown  in  his  celebrated  con¬ 
versations  overflowing  in  humorous  and 
pointed  anecdote,  combined  with  an  accu¬ 
rate,  intuitive  appreciation  of  the  questions 
of  the  time,  are  recognized  as  forming  the 
best  type  of  a  period  of  American  history 
now  rapidly  passing  away. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON, 
the  seventeenth  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  U  n  i  t  e  d 
States,  1865-9,  was 
born  at  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  De¬ 
cern  b  e  r  29,  1808. 
His  father  died  when 
he  was  four  years  old,  and  in 
his  eleventh  year  he  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  to  a  tailor.  He  nev¬ 
er  attended  school,  and  did 
not  learn  to  read  until  late  in 
his  apprenticeship,  when  he 
suddenly  acquired  a  passion  for 
obtaining  knowledge,  and  devoted 
all  his  spare  time  to  reading. 

After  working  two  years  as  a  journey¬ 
man  tailor  at  Lauren’s  Court-House,  South 
Carolina,  he  removed,  in  1826,  to  Green¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  and  married.  Under  his  wife’s  in¬ 
structions  he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
education,  and  manifested  such  an  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  local  politics  as  to  be 
elected  as  “  workingmen’s  candidate  ”  al¬ 
derman,  in  1828,  and  mayor  in  1830,  being 
twice  re-elected  to  each  office. 

During  this  period  he  cultivated  his  tal¬ 
ents  as  a  public  speaker  by  taking  part  in  a 


debating  society,  consisting  largely  of  stu¬ 
dents  of  Greenville  College.  In  1835,  and 
again  in  1839,  was  chosen  to  the  lower 
house  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  Democrat. 
In  1841  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and 
in  1843,  Representative  in  Congress,  being 
re-elected  four  successive  periods,  until 
1 853,  when  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  supported  the 
administrations  of  Tyler  and  Polk  in  their 
chief  measures,  especially  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  the  adjustment  of  the  Oregon 
boundary,  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  tariff 
of  1846. 

In  1855  Mr.  Johnson  was  re-elected  Gov¬ 
ernor,  and  in  1857  entered  the  United 
States  Senate,  where  he  was  conspicuous 
as  an  advocate  of  retrenchment  and  of  the 
Homestead  bill,  and  as  an  opponent  of  the 
Pacific  Railroad.  He  was  supported  by  the 
Tennessee  delegation  to  the  Democratic 
convention  in  i860  for  the  Presidential 
nomination,  and  lent  his  influence  to  the 
Breckenridge  wing  of  that  party. 

When  the  election  of  Lincoln  had 
brought  about  the  first  attempt  at  secession 
in  December,  i860,  Johnson  took  in  the 
Senate  a  firm  attitude  for  the  Union,  and 
in  May,  1861,  on  returning  to  Tennessee, 
he  was  in  imminent  peril  of  suffering  from 
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popular  violence  for  his  loyalty  to  the  “  old 
flair.”  He  was  the  leader  of  the  Loyalists’ 
convention  of  East  Tennessee,  and  during 
the  following  winter  was  very  active  in  or¬ 
ganizing  relief  for  the  destitute  loyal  refu¬ 
gees  from  that  region,  hisown  family  being 
among  those  compelled  to  leave. 

By  h  is  course  in  this  crisis  Johnson  came 
prominently  before  the  Northern  public, 
and  when  in  March,  1862,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln  military  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral,  he  increased  in  popularity  by  the  vig¬ 
orous  and  successful  manner  in  which  he 
labored  to  restore  order,  protect  Union 
men  and  punish  marauders.  On  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1864, 
the  termination  of  the  war  being  plainly 
foreseen,  and  several  Southern  States  being 
partially  reconstructed,  it  was  felt  that  the 
Vice-Presidency  should  be  given  to  a  South¬ 
ern  man  of  conspicuous  loyalty,  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Johnson  was  elected  on  the  same 
platform  and  ticket  as  President  Lincoln; 
and  on  the  assassination  of  the  latter  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Presidency,  April  15,  1865. 
In  a  public  speech  two  days  later  he  said: 
“  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a 
crime  and  must  be  punished;  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  will  not  always  bear  with  its  ene¬ 
mies;  that  it  is  strong,  not  only  to  protect, 
but  to  punish.  In  our  peaceful  history 
treason  has  been  almost  unknown.  The 
people  must  understand  that  it  is  the  black¬ 
est  of  crimes,  and  will  be  punished.”  He 
then  added  the  ominous  sentence:  “  In  re¬ 
gard  to  my  future  course,  I  make  no  prom¬ 
ises,  no  pledges.”  President  Johnson  re¬ 
tained  the  cabinet  of  Lincoln,  and  exhibited 
considerable  severity  toward  traitors  in  his 
earlier  acts  and  speeches,  but  he  soon  inaug¬ 
urated  a  policy  of  reconstruction,  proclaim¬ 
ing  a  general  amnesty  to  the  late  Confeder¬ 
ates,  and  successively  establishing  provis¬ 
ional  Governments  in  the  Southern  States. 


These  States  accordingly  claimed  represen¬ 
tation  in  Congress  in  the  following  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  the  momentous  question  of  what 
should  be  the  policy  of  the  victorious  Union 
toward  its  late  armed  opponents  was  forced 
upon  that  body. 

Two  considerations  impelled  the  Repub¬ 
lican  majority  to  reject  the  policy  of  Presi. 
dent  Johnson:  First,  an  apprehension  that 
the  chief  magistrate  intended  to  undo  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  war  in  regard  to  slavery;  and, sec¬ 
ond,  the  sullen  attitude  of  the  South,  which 
seemed  to  be  plotting  to  regain  the  policy 
which  arms  had  lost.  The  credentials  of  the 
Southern  members  elect  were  laid  on  the 
table,  a  civil  rights  bill  and  a  bill  extending 
the  sphere  of  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau  were 
passed  over  the  executive  veto,  and  the  two 
highest  branches  of  the  Government  were 
soon  in  open  antagonism.  The  action  of 
Congress  was  characterized  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  as  a  “  new  rebellion.”  In  July  the 
cabinet  was  reconstructed,  Messrs.  Randall, 
Stanbury  and  Browning  taking  the  places 
of  Messrs.  Denison,  Speed  and  Harlan,  and 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  by 
means  of  a  general  convention  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  form  a  new  party  on  the  basis  of  the 
administration  policy. 

In  an  excursion  to  Chicago  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  laying  a  corner-stone  of  the  monu¬ 
ment  to  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  President 
Johnson,  accompanied  by  several  members 
of  the  cabinet,  passed  through  Philadelphia, 
New  York  and  Albany,  in  each  of  which 
cities,  and  in  other  places  along  the  route, 
he  made  speeches  justifying  and  explaining 
his  own  policy,  and  violently  denouncing 
the  action  of  Congress. 

August  12,  1867,  President  Johnson  re¬ 
moved  the  Secretary  of  War,  replacing 
him  by  General  Grant.  Secretary  Stanton 
retired  under  protest,  based  upon  the  ten- 
ure-of-office  act  which  had  been  passed  the 
preceding  March.  The  President  then  is¬ 
sued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  insurrec- 
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tion  at  an  end,  and  that  “  peace,  order,  tran¬ 
quility  and  civil  authority  existed  in  and 
throughout  the  United  States.”  Another 
proclamation  enjoined  obedience  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  an  amnesty 
was  published  September  7,  relieving  nearly 
all  the  participants  in  the  late  Rebellion 
from  the  disabilities  thereby  incurred,  on 
condition  of  taking  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws. 

In  December  Congress  refused  to  confirm 
the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  who 
thereupon  resumed  the  exercise  of  his  of¬ 
fice;  but  February  21,  1868,  President 
Johnson  again  attempted  to  remove  him, 
appointing  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  in  his 
place.  Stanton  refused  to  vacate  his  post, 
and  was  sustained  by  the  Senate. 

February  24  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  voted  to  impeach  the  President  for 
“  high  crime  and  misdemeanors,”  and  March 
5  presented  eleven  articles  of  impeachment 
on  the  ground  of  his  resistance  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  alleging,  in 
addition  to  the  offense  lately  committed, 
his  public  expressions  of  contempt  for  Con¬ 
gress,  in  “  certain  intemperate,  inflamma¬ 
tory  and  scandalous  harangues”  pronounced 
in  August  and  September,  1866,  and  there¬ 
after  declaring  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States  was  not  a 
competent  legislative  body,  and  denying 
its  power  to  propose  Constitutional  amend¬ 
ments.  March  23  the  impeachment  trial 
began,  the  President  appearing  by  counsel, 
and  resulted  in  acquittal,  the  vote  lacking 


one  of  the  two-thirds  vote  required  for 
conviction. 

The  remainder  of  President  Johnson’s 
term  of  office  was  passed  without  any  such 
conflicts  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 
He  failed  to  obtain  a  nomination  for  re- 
election  by  the  Democratic  party,  though 
receiving  sixty-five  votes  on  the  first  ballot. 
July  4  and  December  25  new  proclamations 
of  pardon  to  the  participants  in  the  late 
Rebellion  were  issuer1,  but  were  of  little 
effect.  On  the  accession  of  General  Grant 
to  the  Presidency,  March  4,  1869,  Johnson 
returned  to  Greenville,  Tennessee.  Unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  1870  and  1872  as  a  candidate  re¬ 
spectively  for  United  States  Senator  and 
Representative,  he  was  finally  elected  to  the 
Senate  in  1875,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  extra 
session  of  March,  in  which  his  speeches 
were  comparatively  temperate.  He  died 
July  31,  1875,  and  was  buried  at  Green¬ 
ville. 

President  Johnson’s  administration  was  a 
peculiarly  unfortunate  one.  That  he  should 
so  soon  become  involved  in  bitter  feud  with 
the  Republican  majority  in  Congress  was 
certainly  a  surprising  and  deplorable  inci¬ 
dent;  yet,  in  reviewing  the  circumstances 
after  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  is  easy  to 
find  ample  room  for  a  charitable  judgment 
of  both  the  parties  in  the  heated  contro¬ 
versy,  since  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  any 
President,  even  Lincoln  himself,  had  he 
lived,  must  have  sacrificed  a  large  portion 
of  his  popularity  in  carrying  out  any  pos¬ 
sible  scheme  of  reconstruction. 
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LYSSES  SIMPSON 
GRANT,  the  eight¬ 
eenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  i86g-yy , 
was  born  April  27,  1822, 
at  Point  Pleasant, 
^  Clermont  County, 
Ohio.  His  father  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  a  dealer  in  leather. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  four  years  later 
graduated  twenty-first  in  a  class 
of  thirty-nine,  receiving  the 
commission  of  Brevet  Second 
Lieutenant.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  Fourth  Infantry  and  re¬ 
mained  in  the  army  eleven  years.  He  was 
engaged  in  every  battle  of  the  Mexican  war 
except  that  of  Buena  Vista,  and  received 
two  brevets  for  gallantry. 

In  1848  Mr.  Grant  married  Julia, daughter 
of  Frederick  Dent,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
St.  Louis,  and  in  1854,  having  reached  the 
grade  of  Captain,  he  resigned  his  commis¬ 
sion  in  the  army.  For  several  years  he  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  near  St.  Louis,  but  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  ;  and  in  i860  he  entered  the  leather 
trade  with  his  father  at  Galena,  Illinois. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  in  1861, 
Grant  was  thirty-nine  years  of  age,  but  en¬ 
tirely  unknown  to  public  men  and  without 


any  personal  acquaintance  with  great  affairs. 
President  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  troops  was 
made  on  the  15th  of  April,  and  on  the  19th 
Grant  was  drilling  a  company  of  volunteers 
at  Galena.  He  also  offered  his  services  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  army,  but  re¬ 
ceived  no  reply.  The  Governor  of  Illinois, 
however,  employed  him  in  the  organization 
of  volunteer  troops,  and  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-first  Infantry.  He  took  command 
of  his  regiment  in  June,  and  reported  first 
to  General  Pope  in  Missouri.  His  superior 
knowledge  of  military  life  rather  surprised 
his  superior  officers,  who  had  never  before 
even  heard  of  him,  and  they  were  thus  led 
to  place  him  on  the  road  to  rapid  advance¬ 
ment.  August  7  he  was  commissioned  a 
Brigadier-General  of  volunteers,  the  ap¬ 
pointment  having  been  made  without  his 
knowledge.  He  had  been  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Congressmen  from 
Illinois,  not  one  of  whom  had  been  his 
personal  acquaintance.  For  a  few  weeks 
he  was  occupied  in  watching  the  move¬ 
ments  of  partisan  forces  in  Missouri. 

September  1  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  District  of  Southeast  Missouri,  with 
headquarters  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th,  with¬ 
out  orders,  he  seized  Paducah,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  commanding 
the  navigation  both  of  that  stream  and  of 
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the  Ohio.  This  stroke  secured  Kentucky 
to  the  Union ;  for  the  State  Legislature, 
which  had  until  then  affected  to  be  neutral, 
at  once  declared  in  favor  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  November  following,  according 
to  orders,  he  made  a  demonstration  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Cairo,  preventing  the 
crossing  of  hostile  troops  into  Missouri ; 
but  in  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  he 
had  to  do  some  fighting,  and  that,  too,  with 
only  3,000  raw  recruits,  against  7,000  Con¬ 
federates.  Grant  carried  off  two  pieces  of 
artillery  and  200  prisoners. 

After  repeated  applications  to  General 
Halleck,  his  immediate  superior,  he  was 
allowed,  in  February,  1862,  to  move  up  the 
Tennessee  River  against  Fort  Henry,  in 
conjunction  with  a  naval  force.  The  gun¬ 
boats  silenced  the  fort,  and  Grant  immedi¬ 
ately  made  preparations  to  attack  Fort 
Donelson,  about  twelve  miles  distant,  on 
the  Cumberland  River.  Without  waiting 
for  orders  he  moved  his  troops  there,  and 
with  15,000  men  began  the  siege.  The 
fort,  garrisoned  with  21,000  men,  was  a 
strong  one,  but  after  hard  fighting  on  three 
successive  days  Grant  forced  an  “Uncon¬ 
ditional  Surrender”  (an  alliteration  upon 
the  initials  of  his  name).  The  prize  he  capt¬ 
ured  consisted  of  sixty-five  cannon,  17,600 
small  arms  and  14,623  soldiers.  About  4,- 
000  of  the  garrison  had  escaped  in  the  night, 
and  2,500  were  killed  or  wounded.  Grant’s 
entire  loss  was  less  than  2,000.  This  was  the 
first  important  success  won  by  the  national 
troops  during  the  war,  and  its  strategic  re¬ 
sults  were  marked,  as  the  entire  States  of 
Kentucky  and  T ennessee  at  once  fell  into  the 
National  hands.  Our  hero  was  made  a 
Major-General  of  Volunteers  and  placed  in 
command  of  the  District  of  West  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

In  March,  1862,  he  was  ordered  to  move 
up  the  Tennessee  River  toward  Corinth, 
where  the  Confederates  were  concentrat¬ 
ing  a  large  army  ;  but  he  was  directed  not 


to  attack.  His  forces,  now  numbering  38,- 
000,  were  accordingly  encamped  near  Shi¬ 
loh,  or  Pittsburg  Landing,  to  await  the 
arrival  of  General  Buell  with  40,000  more; 
but  April  6  the  Confederates  came  out  from 
Corinth  50,000  strong  and  attacked  Grant 
violently,  hoping  to  overwhelm  him  before 
Buell  could  arrive  ;  5,000  of  his  troops  were 
beyond  supporting  distance,  so  that  he  was 
largely  outnumbered  and  forced  back  to  the 
river,  where,  however,  he  held  out  until 
dark,  when  the  head  of  Buell’s  column 
came  upon  the  field.  The  next  day  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back  to  Corinth, 
nineteen  miles.  The  loss  was  heavy  on 
both  sides ;  Grant,  being  senior  in  rank  to 
Buell,  commanded  on  both  days.  Two 
days  afterward  Halleck  arrived  at  the  front 
and  assumed  command  of  the  army,  Grant 
remaining  at  the  head  of  the  right  wing  and 
the  reserve.  On  May  30  Corinth  was 
evacuated  by  the  Confederates.  In  July 
Halleck  was  made  General-in-Chief,  and 
Grant  succeeded  him  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee.  September 
19  the  battle  of  Iuka  was  fought,  where, 
owing  to  Rosecrans’s  fault,  only  an  incom¬ 
plete  victory  was  obtained. 

Next,  Grant,  with  30,000  men,  moved 
down  into  Mississippi  and  threatened  Vicks¬ 
burg,  while  Sherman,  with  40,000  men,  was 
sent  by  way  of  the  river  to  attack  that  place 
in  front ;  but,  owing  to  Colonel  Murphy’s 
surrendering  Holly  Springs  to  the  Con¬ 
federates,  Grant  was  so  weakened  that  he 
had  to  retire  to  Corinth,  and  then  Sherman 
failed  to  sustain  his  intended  attack. 

In  January,  1863,  General  Grant  took 
command  in  person  of  all  the  troops  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and  spent  several  months 
in  fruitless  attempts  to  compel  the  surrender 
or  evacuation  of  Vicksburg;  but  July  4, 
following,  the  place  surrendered,  with  31,- 
600  men  and  172  cannon,  and  the  Mississippi 
River  thus  fell  permanently  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  Grant  was  made  a 
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Major-General  in  the  regular  army,  and  in 
October  following  he  was  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  same  month  he  went  to  Chattanooga 
and  saved  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
from  starvation,  and  drove  Bragg  from  that 
part  of  the  country.  This  victory  over¬ 
threw  the  last  important  hostile  force  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  and  opened  the  way  for 
the  National  armies  into  Georgia  and  Sher¬ 
man’s  march  to  the  sea. 

The  remarkable  series  of  successes  which 
Grant  had  now  achieved  pointed  him  out 
as  the  appropriate  leader  of  the  National 
armies,  and  accordingly,  in  February,  1864, 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General  was  created 
for  him  by  Congress,  and  on  March  17  he 
assumed  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  Planning  the  grand  final 
campaign,  he  sent  Sherman  into  Georgia, 
Sigel  into  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  Butler 
to  capture  Richmond,  while  he  fought  his 
own  way  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James. 
The  costly  but  victorious  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  and 
Cold  Harbor  were  fought,  more  for  the 
purpose  of  annihilating  Lee  than  to  capture 
any  particular  point.  In  June,  1864,  the 
siege  of  Richmond  was  begun.  Sherman, 
meanwhile,  was  marching  and  fighting  daily 
in  Georgia  and  steadily  advancing  toward 
Atlanta ;  but  Sigel  had  been  defeated  in  the 
valley  of  Virginia,  and  was  superseded  by 
Hunter.  Lee  sent  Early  to  threaten  the  Na¬ 
tional  capital ;  whereupon  Grant  gathered 
up  a  force  which  he  placed  under  Sheridan, 
and  that  commander  rapidly  drove  Early, 
in  a  succession  of  battles,  through  the  valley 
of  Virginia  and  destroyed  his  army  as  an 
organized  force.  The  siege  of  Richmond 
went  on,  and  Grant  made  numerous  attacks, 
but  was  only  partially  successful.  The 
people  of  the  North  grew  impatient,  and 
even  the  Government  advised  him  to 
abandon  the  attempt  to  take  Richmond  or 
crush  the  Confederacy  in  that  way;  but  he 


never  wavered.  He  resolved  to  “  fight  it 
out  on  that  line,  if  it  took  all  summer.” 

By  September  Sherman  had  made  his 
way  to  Atlanta,  and  Grant  then  sent  him 
on  his  famous  “  march  to  the  sea,”  a  route 
which  the  chief  had  designed  six  months 
before.  He  made  Sherman’s  success  possi¬ 
ble,  not  only  by  holding  Lee  in  front  of 
Richmond,  but  also  by  sending  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  Thomas,  who  then  drew  off  and 
defeated  the  only  army  which  could  have 
confronted  Sherman.  Thus  the  latter  was 
left  unopposed,  and,  with  Thomas  and  Sheri¬ 
dan,  was  used  in  the  furtherance  of  Grant’s 
plans.  Each  executed  his  part  in  the  great 
design  and  contributed  his  share  to  the  re¬ 
sult  at  which  Grant  was  aiming.  Sherman 
finally  reached  Savannah,  Schofield  beat 
the  enemy  at  Franklin,  Thomas  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  Sheridan  wherever  he  met  him ; 
and  all  this  while  General  Grant  was  hold¬ 
ing  Lee,  with  the  principal  Confederate 
army,  near  Richmond,  as  it  were  chained 
and  helpless.  Then  Schofield  was  brought 
from  the  West,  and  Fort  Fisher  and  Wil¬ 
mington  were  captured  on  the  sea-coast,  so 
as  to  afford  him  a  foothold  ;  from  here  he 
was  sent  into  the  interior  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  Sherman  was  ordered  to  move 
northward  to  join  him.  When  all  this  was 
effected,  and  Sheridan  could  find  no.  one  else 
to  fight  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Grant 
brought  the  cavalry  leader  to  the  front  of 
Richmond,  and,  making  a  last  effort,  drove 
Lee  from  his  entrenchments  and  captured 
Richmond. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  final  campaign 
Lee  had  collected  73,000  fighting  men  in 
the  lines  at  Richmond,  besides  the  local 
militia  and  the  gunboat  crews,  amounting 
to  5,000  more.  Including  Sheridan’s  force 
Grant  had  1 10,000  men  in  the  works  before 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.  Petersburg  fell 
on  the  2d  of  April,  and  Richmond  on  the 
3d,  and  Lee  fled  in  the  direction  of  Lynch¬ 
burg.  Grant  pursued  with  remorseless 
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energy,  only  stopping  to  strike  fresh  blows, 
and  Lee  at  last  found  himself  not  only  out¬ 
fought  but  also  out-marched  and  out-gen- 
eraled.  Being  completely  surrounded,  he 
surrendered  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  at 
Appomattox  Court-House,  in  the  open  field, 
with  27,000  men,  all  that  remained  of  his 
army.  This  act  virtually  ended  the  war. 
Thus,  in  ten  days  Grant  had  captured 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  fought,  by  his 
subordinates,  the  battles  of  Five  Forks  and 
Sailor’s  Creek,  besides  numerous  smaller 
ones,  captured  20,000  men  in  actual  battle, 
and  received  the  surrender  of  27,000  more 
at  Appomattox,  absolutely  annihilating  an 
army  of  70,000  soldiers. 

General  Grant  returned  at  once  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  superintend  the  disbandment  of 
the  armies,  but  this  pleasurable  work  was 
scarcely  begun  when  President  Lincoln  was 
assassinated.  It  had  doubtless  been  in¬ 
tended  to  inflict  the  same  fate  upon  Grant ; 
but  he,  fortunately,  on  account  of  leaving 
Washington  early  in  the  evening,  declined 
an  invitation  to  accompany  the  President 
to  the  theater  where  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted.  This  event  made  Andrew  Johnson 
President,  but  left  Grant  by  far  the  most 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  public  life  of  the 
country.  He  became  the  object  of  an  en¬ 
thusiasm  greater  than  had  ever  been  known 
in  America.  Every  possible  honor  was 
heaped  upon  him ;  the  grade  of  General 
was  created  for  him  by  Congress;  houses 
were  presented  to  him  by  citizens ;  towns 
were  illuminated  on  his  entrance  into  them  ; 
and,  to  cap  the  climax,  when  he  made  his 
tour  around  the  world,  “  all  nations  did  him 
honor”  as  they  had  never  before  honored 
a  foreigner. 

The  General,  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
was  placed  in  an  embarrassing  position  by 
the  opposition  of  President  Johnson  to  the 
measures  of  Congress ;  but  he  directly  man¬ 
ifested  his  characteristic  loyalty  by  obeying 
Congress  rather  than  the  disaffected  Presi¬ 


dent,  although  for  a  short  time  he  had 
served  in  his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  War. 

Of  course,  everybody  thought  of  General 
Grant  as  the  next  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  was  accordingly  elected  as 
such  in  1868  “by  a  large  majority,”  and 
four  years  later  re-elected  by  a  much  larger 
majority  —  the  most  overwhelming  ever 
given  by  the  people  of  this  country.  His  first 
administration  was  distinguished  by  a  ces¬ 
sation  of  the  strifes  which  sprang  from  the 
war,  by  a  large  reduction  of  the  National 
debt,  and  by  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties 
with  England  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
depredations  committed  by  privateers  fit¬ 
ted  out  in  England  during  the  war.  This 
last  settlement  was  made  by  the  famous 
“  Geneva  arbitration,”  which  saved  to  this 
Government  $15,000,000,  but,  more  than  all, 
prevented  a  war  with  England.  “  Let  us 
have  peace,”  was  Grant’s  motto.  And  this 
is  the  most  appropriate  place  to  remark 
that  above  all  Presidents  whom  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  ever  had,  General  Grant  was 
the  most  non-partisan.  He  regarded  the 
Executive  office  as  purely  and  exclusively 
executive  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  irrespect¬ 
ive  of  “  politics.”  But  every  great  man 
has  jealous,  bitter  enemies,  a  fact  Grant 
was  well  aware  of. 

After  the  close  of  his  Presidency,  our 
General  made  his  famous  tour  around  the 
world,  already  referred  to,  and  soon  after¬ 
ward,  in  company  with  Ferdinand  Ward, 
of  New  York  City,  he  engaged  in  banking 
and  stock  brokerage,  which  business  was 
made  disastrous  to  Grant,  as  well  as  to  him¬ 
self,  by  his  rascality.  By  this  time  an  in¬ 
curable  cancer  of  the  tongue  developed 
itself  in  the  person  of  the  afflicted  ex- 
President,  which  ended  his  unrequited  life 
July  23,  1885.  Thus  passed  away  from 
earth’s  turmoils  the  man,  the  General,  who 
was  as  truly  the  “  father  of  this  regenerated 
country”  as  was  Washington  the  father  of 
the  infant  nation. 
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THERFORD  BIRCH¬ 
ARD  HAYES,  the  nine¬ 
teenth  President  of 
the  United  States, 
i877-’8i,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  Oc- 
^y"  m  tober  4,  1822.  His 

ancestry  can  be  traced  as  far 
back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish 
chieftains  fighting  side  by  side 
with  Baliol,  William  Wallace 
and  Robert  Bruce.  Both  fami¬ 
lies  belonged  to  the  nobility, 
owned  extensive  estates  and  had 
a  large  following.  The  Hayes 
family  had,  for  a  coat  of-arms,  a 
shield,  barred  and  surmounted  by  a  flying 
eagle.  There  was  a  circle  of  stars  about 
the  eagle  and  above  the  shield,  while  on  a 
scroll  underneath  the  shield  was  inscribed 
the  motto,  “Recte.”  Misfortune  overtaking 
the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland  in 
1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Connecticut. 
He  was  an  industrious  worker  in  wood  and 
iron,  having  a  mechanical  genius  and  a  cul¬ 
tivated  mind.  His  son  George  was  born 
in  Windsor  and  remained  there  during  his 
life. 

Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  married 
Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  in  Simsbury,  Con¬ 


necticut.  Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
in  1724,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  scythes 
at  Bradford,  Connecticut.  Rutherford 
Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of 
President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  famous  black¬ 
smith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  immigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in 
Brattleboro  where  he  established  a  hotel. 
Here  his  son  Rutherford,  father  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Hayes,  was  born.  In  September,  1813, 
he  married  Sophia  Birchard,  of  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Vermont,  whose  ancestry  on  the  male 
side  is  traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birch¬ 
ard,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  Nor¬ 
wich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  of  a 
mechanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  that 
he  might  undertake.  He  was  prosperous 
in  business,  a  member  of  the  church  and 
active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  town.  After  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812 
he  immigrated  to  Ohio,  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  present  town  of  Delaware. 
His  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  an  orphan  girl  whom  he 
had  adopted. 

It  was  in  1817  that  the  family  arrived  at 
Delaware.  Instead  of  settling  upon  his 
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farm,  Mr.  Hayes  concluded  to  enter  into 
business  in  the  village.  He  purchased  an 
interest  in  a  distillery,  a  business  then  as  re¬ 
spectable  as  it  was  profitable.  His  capital 
and  recognized  ability  assured  hi  in  the 
highest  social  position  in  the  community. 
He  died  July  22,  1822,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  that  was 
destined  to  fill  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

M  rs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble 
at  birth  that  he  was  not  expected  to  live 
beyond  a  month  or  two  at  most.  As  the 
months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and  weaker 
so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of 
inquiring  from  time  to  time  “if  Mrs. 
Hayes’s  baby  died  last  night.”  On  one  oc¬ 
casion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy’s  big  head  and  the  mother’s  assiduous 
care  of  him,  said  to  her,  in  a  bantering  way, 
“That’s  right!  Stick  to  him.  You  have 
got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn’t  won¬ 
der  if  he  would  really  come  to  something 
yet.”  “  You  need  not  laugh,”  said  Mrs. 
Hayes,  “you  wait  and  see.  You  can’t  tell 
but  I  shall  make  him  President  of  the 
United  States  yet.” 

The  boy  lived,  in  spite  of  the  universal 
predictions  of  his  speedy  death;  and  when, 
in  1825,  his  elder  brother  was  drowned,  he 
became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his  mother. 
He  was  seven  years  old  before  he  was 
placed  in  school.  His  education,  however, 
was  not  neglected.  His  sports  were  almost 
wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circum¬ 
stances  tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that 
gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  delicate 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others 
which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 
At  school  he  was  ardently  devoted  to  his 
studies,  obedient  to  the  teacher,  and  care¬ 
ful  to  avoid  the  quarrels  in  which  many  of 
his  schoolmates  were  involved.  He  was 


always  waiting  at  the  school-house  door 
when  it  opened  in  the  morning,  and  never 
late  in  returning  to  his  seat  at  recess.  His 
sister  Fannie  was  his  constant  companion, 
and  their  affection  for  each  other  excited 
the  admiration  of  their  friends. 

In  1838  young  Hayes  entered  Kenyon 
College  and  graduated  in  1842.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  Sparrow  at  Columbus.  His  health 
was  now  well  established,  his  figure  robust, 
his  mind  vigorous  and  alert.  In  a  short 
time  he  determined  to  enter  the  law  school 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where  for 
two  years  he  pursued  his  studies  with  great 
diligence. 

In  1845  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  went 
into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law  with 
Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he 
remained  three  years,  acquiring  but  limited 
practice,  and  apparently  unambitious  of 
distinction  in  his  profession.  His  bachelor 
uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  who  had  always 
manifested  great  interest  in  his  nephew  and 
rendered  him  assistance  in  boyhood,  was 
now  a  wealthy  banker,  and  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  the  young  man  would  be  his 
heir.  It  is  possible  that  this  expectation 
may  have  made  Mr.  Hayes  more  indifferent 
to  the  attainment  of  wealth  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  been,  but  he  was  led  into  no 
extravagance  or  vices  on  this  account. 

In  1849  removed  to  Cincinnati  where 
his  ambition  found  new  stimulus.  Two 
events  occurring  at  this  period  had  a  pow¬ 
erful  influence  upon  his  subsequent  life. 
One  of  them  was  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Webb,  of  Cincinnati;  the  other  was  his 
introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary 
Club,  a  body  embracing  such  men  as  Chief 
Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  General  John 
Pope  and  Governor  Edward  F.  Noyes. 
The  marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  as  every¬ 
body  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


our  Presidents  was  more  universally  ad¬ 
mired,  reverenced  and  beloved  than  is  Mrs. 
Hayes,  and  no  one  lias  done  more  than  she 
to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman¬ 
hood. 

In  1856  Mr.  Hayes  was  nominated  to  the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  but  declined  to  accept  the  nomina¬ 
tion.  T wo  years  later  he  was  chosen  to  the 
office  of  Citv  Solicitor. 

J 

I11  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
he  was  eager  to  take  up  arms  in  the  defense 
of  his  country.  His  military  life  was 
bright  and  illustrious.  June  7,  1861,  he 
was  appointed  Major  of  the  Twenty -third 
Ohio  Infantry.  In  July  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Virginia.  October  15,  1861,  he  was 
made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  in  August,  1862,  was  promoted  Colonel 
of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but 
refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain, 
and  suffered  severely,  being  unable  to  enter 
upon  active  duty  for  several  weeks.  No¬ 
vember  30,  1862,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  as 
its  Colonel,  having  been  promoted  Octo¬ 
ber  15. 

December  25,  1862,  he  was  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Kanawha  division,  and  for 
meritorious  service  in  several  battles  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also 
brevetted  Major-General  for  distinguished 


services  in  1864.  He  was  wounded  four 
times,  and  five  horses  were  shot  from 
under  him. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  first  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  unite  with  the 
Frce-Soil  and  Republican  parties.  In  1864 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Ohio  District,  which  had  always  been 
Democratic,  receiving  a  majority  of  3,098. 
In  1866  he  was  renominated  for  Congress 
and  was  a  second  time  elected.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  Governor  over  Ailen  G.  Thur¬ 
man,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  re¬ 
elected  in  1869.  In  1874  Sardis  Birchard 
died,  leaving  his  large  estate  to  General 
Hayes. 

In  1876  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  His  letter  of  acceptance  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  country.  He 
resigned  the  office  of  Governor  and  retired 
to  his  home  in  Fremont  to  await  the  result 
of  the  canvass.  After  a  hard,  long  contest 
he  was  inaugurated  March  5,  1877.  His 
Presidency  was  characterized  by  compro¬ 
mises  with  all  parties,  in  order  to  please  as 
many  as  possible.  The  close  of  his  Presi¬ 
dential  term  in  1881  was  the  close  of  his 
public  life,  and  since  then  he  has  remained 
at  his  home  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  Jefferso¬ 
nian  retirement  from  public  notice,  in  strik¬ 
ing  contrast  with  most  others  of  the  world’s 
notables. 
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'AMES  A.  GARFIELD, 
twentieth  President  of 
the  United  States,  1881, 
was  born  November  19, 
1831,  in  the  wild  woods 
of  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio.  His  parents  were 
Abram  and  Eliza  (Ballou) 
Garfield,  who  were  of  New 
England  ancestry.  The 
senior  Garfield  was  an  in¬ 
dustrious  farmer,  as  the 
rapid  improvements  which 
appeared  on  his  place  at¬ 
tested.  The  residence  was 
the  familiar  pioneer  log  cabin, 
and  the  household  comprised  the  parents 
and  their  children — Mehetable,  Thomas, 
Mary  and  James  A.  In  May,  1833,  the 
father  died,  and  the  care  of  the  house¬ 
hold  consequently  devolved  upon  young 
Thomas,  to  whom  James  was  greatly  in¬ 
debted  for  the  educational  and  other  ad¬ 
vantages  he  enjoyed.  He  now  lives  in 
Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

As  the  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  up,  he, 
too,  was  industrious,  both  in  mental  and 
physical  labor.  He  worked  upon  the  farm, 
or  at  carpentering,  or  chopped  wood,  or  at 
any  other  odd  job  that  would  aid  in  support 
of  the  family,  and  in  the  meantime  made  the 
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most  of  his  books.  Ever  afterward  he  was 
never  ashamed  of  his  humble  origin,  nor  for¬ 
got  the  friends  of  his  youth.  The  poorest 
laborer  was  sure  of  his  sympathy,  and  he 
always  exhibited  the  character  of  a  modest 
gentleman. 

Until  he  was  about  sixteen  }7ears  of  age, 
James’s  highest  ambition  was  to  be  a  lake 
captain.  To  this  his  mother  was  strongly 
opposed,  but  she  finally  consented  to  his 
going  to  Cleveland  to  carry  out  his  long- 
cherished  design,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain  some 
other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all 
the  way  to  Cleveland,  and  this  was  his  first 
visit  to  the  city.  After  making  many  ap¬ 
plications  for  work,  including  labor  on 
board  a  lake  vessel,  but  all  in  vain,  he 
finally  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin, 
Amos  Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Canal.  In  a  short  time,  however,  he 
quit  this  and  returned  home.  He  then  at¬ 
tended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for  about 
three  vears,  and  next  he  entered  Hiram  In- 
stitute,  a  school  started  in  1850  by  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  of  which  church  he  was 
a  member.  In  order  to  pay  his  way  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  janitor,  and  at  times 
taught  school.  He  soon  completed  the  cur¬ 
riculum  there,  and  then  entered  Williams 
College,  at  which  he  graduated  in  1856, 
taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  his  class. 
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PRESIDE  XT'S  OF  TITE  UNITED  STATES. 


Afterward  he  returned  to  Hiram  as  Presi¬ 
dent.  In  his  youthful  and  therefore  zealous 
piety,  he  exercised  his  talents  occasionally 
as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  lie  was  a 
man  of  strong  moral  and  religious  convic¬ 
tions,  and  as  soon  as  he  began  to  look  into 
politics,  he  saw  innumerable  points  that 
could  be  improved.  He  also  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859. 
November  11,  1858,  Mr.  Garfield  married 
Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph,  who  ever  after¬ 
ward  proved  a  worthy  consort  in  all  the 
stages  of  her  husband’s  career.  They  had 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

It  was  in  1859  that  Garfield  made  his 
first  political  speeches,  in  Hiram  and  the 
neighboring  villages,  and  three  years  later 
he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meetings, 
being  received  everywhere  with  popular 
favor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
this  year,  taking  his  seat  in  January,  i860. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  in  1861,  Mr.  Garfield  resolved  to 
fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  accordingly  he 
enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag,  receiving 
his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Forty-second  Regiment  of  the  Ohio  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  August  14,  that  year.  He 
was  immediately  thrown  into  active  service, 
and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in 
action  he  was  placed  in  command  of  four 
regiments  of  infantry  and  eight  companies 
of  cavalry,  charged  with  the  work  of  driv¬ 
ing  the  Confederates,  headed  by  Humphrey 
Marshall,  from  his  native  State,  Kentucky. 
This  task  was  speedily  accomplished,  al¬ 
though  against  great  odds.  On  account  of 
his  success,  President  Lincoln  commissioned 
him  Brigadier-General,  January  11,  1862; 
and,  as  he  had  been  the  youngest  man  in 
the  Ohio  Senate  two  years  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the  army. 
He  was  with  General  Buell’s  army  at  Shi¬ 
loh,  also  in  its  operations  around  Corinth 
and  its  march  through  Alabama.  Next,  he 
was  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  general 


court-martial  for  the  trial  of  General  Fitz- 
John  Porter,  aixl  then  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Rosecrans,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  the  position  of  Chief  of  Staff.  His  mili¬ 
tary  history  closed  with  his  brilliant  ser¬ 
vices  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won  the 
stars  of  Major-General. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  without  any  effort  on 
his  part,  he  was  elected  as  a  Representative 
to  Congress,  from  that  section  of  Ohio 
which  had  been  represented  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddings.  Again,  he  was  the 
youngest  member  of  that  body,  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  by  successive  re-elections,  as 
Representative  or  Senator,  until  he  was 
elected  President  in  1880.  During  his  life 
in  Congress  he  compiled  and  published  by 
his  speeches,  there  and  elsewhere,  more 
information  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  espe¬ 
cially  on  one  side,  than  any  other  member. 

June  8,  1880,  at  the  National  Republican 
Convention  held  in  Chicago,  General  Gar¬ 
field  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  in 
preference  to  the  old  war-horses,  Blaine 
and  Grant ;  and  although  many  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  felt  sore  over  the  failure  of 
their  respective  heroes  to  obtain  the  nomi¬ 
nation,  General  Garfield  was  elected  by  a 
fair  popular  majority.  He  was  duly  in¬ 
augurated,  but  on  July  2  following,  before 
he  had  fairly  got  started  in  his  administra¬ 
tion,  he  was  fatally  shot  by  a  half-demented 
assassin.  After  very  painful  and  protracted 
suffering,  he  died  September  19,  1881,  la¬ 
mented  by  all  the  American  people.  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  this  country  had 
anything  occurred  which  so  nearly  froze 
the  blood  of  the  Nation,  for  the  moment,  as 
the  awful  act  of  Guiteau,  the  murderer. 
He  was  duly  tried,  convicted  and  put  to 
death  on  the  gallows. 

The  lamented  Garfield  was  succeeded  by 
the  Vice-President,  General  Arthur,  who 
seemed  to  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  policy 
inaugurated  by  his  predecessor. 
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HESTER  ALLEN 
ARTHUR,  the  twen¬ 
ty-first  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive  of  this  growing 
republic,  1 88 1-’ 5,  was 
born  in  Franklin 
County,  Vermont, 
October  5,  1830,  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  His  father,  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Arthur,  a  Baptist 
clergyman,  immigrated  to  this 
country  from  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 
and  died  in  1875,  in  Newton- 
ville,  near  Albany,  New  York, 
after  serving  many  years  as  a  successful 
minister.  Chester  A.  was  educated  at  that 
old,  conservative  institution,  Union  Col¬ 
lege,  at  Schenectady,  New  York,  where  he 
excelled  in  all  his  studies.  He  graduated 
there,  with  honor,  and  then  struck  out  in 
life  for  himself  by  teaching  school  for  about 
two  years  in  his  native  State. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young 
Arthur,  with  $500  in  his  purse,  went  to  the 
city  of  New  York  and  entered  the  law  office 
of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver  as  a  student.  In 
due  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  intimate 


friend  and  old  room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gar¬ 
diner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing  law 
at  some  point  in  the  West ;  but  after  spend¬ 
ing  about  three  months  in  the  Western 
States,  in  search  of  an  eligible  place,  they 
returned  to  New  York  City,  leased  a  room, 
exhibited  a  sign  of  their  business  and  al¬ 
most  immediately  enjoyed  a  paying  patron¬ 
age. 

At  this  stage  of  his  career  Mr.  Arthur’s 
business  prospects  were  so  encouraging 
that  he  concluded  to  take  a  wife,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  married  the  daughter  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  had  been  lost  at  sea.  To  the  widow 
of  the  latter  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal, 
in  recognition  of  the  Lieutenant’s  bravery 
during  the  occasion  in  which  he  lost  his 
life.  Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  her 
husband’s  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dency,  leaving  two  children. 

Mr.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  celeb¬ 
rity  as  an  attorney  in  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  which  was  brought  to  recover  posses¬ 
sion  of  eight  slaves,  who  had  been  declared 
free  by  the  Superior  Court  of  New  York 
City.  The  noted  Charles  O’Conor,  who 
was  nominated  by  the  “  Straight  Demo¬ 
crats”  in  1872  for  the  United  States  Presi¬ 
dency,  was  retained  by  Jonathan  G.  Lem- 
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mon,  of  Virginia,  to  recover  the  negroes, 
but  he  lost  the  suit.  In  this  case,  however, 
Mr.  Arthur  was  assisted  by  William  M. 
Evarts,  now  United  States  Senator.  Soon 
afterward,  in  1856,  a  respectable  colored 
woman  was  ejected  from  a  street  car  in 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Arthur  sued  the  car 
company  in  her  behalf  and  recovered  $500 
damages.  Immediately  afterward  all  the 
car  companies  in  the  city  issued  orders  to 
their  employes  to  admit  colored  persons 
upon  their  cars. 

Mr.  Arthur’s  political  doctrines,  as  well 
as  his  practice  as  a  lawyer,  raised  him  to 
prominence  in  the  party  of  freedom ;  and 
accordingly  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  first  National  Republican  Convention. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  appointed  Judge 
Advocate  for  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  then  Engineer-in- 
Chief  on  Governor  Morgan’s  staff.  In  1861, 
the  first  year  of  the  war,  he  was  made  In¬ 
spector-General,  and  next,  Quartermaster- 
General,  in  both  which  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government.  After 
the  close  of  Governor  Morgan’s  term  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  forming  first  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  subse¬ 
quently  adding  Mr.  Phelps  to  the  firm. 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  were  able  lawyers. 

November  21,  1872,  General  Arthur  was 
appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New 
York  by  President  Grant,  and  he  held  the 
office  until  July  20,  1878. 

The  next  event  of  prominence  in  General 
Arthur’s  career  was  his  nomination  to  the 
Vice-Presidency  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  influence  of  Roscoe  Conkling,  at  the 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  1880,  when  James  A.  Gar¬ 
field  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  ticket. 
Both  the  convention  and  the  campaign  that 
followed  were  noisy  and  exciting.  The 
friends  of  Grant,  constituting  nearly  half 
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the  convention,  were  exceedingly  persist¬ 
ent,  and  were  sorely  disappointed  over 
their  defeat.  At  the  head  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  was  placed  a  very  strong  and 
popular  man  ;  yet  Garfield  and  Arthur  were 
elected  by  a  respectable  plurality  of  the 
popular  vote.  The  4th  of  March  following, 
these  gentlemen  were  accordingly  inaugu¬ 
rated  ;  but  within  four  months  the  assassin’s 
bullet  made  a  fatal  wound  in  the  person  of 
General  Garfield,  whose  life  terminated 
September  19,  1881,  when  General  Arthur, 
ex  officio ,  was  obliged  to  take  the  chief 
reins  of  government.  Some  misgivings 
were  entertained  by  many  in  this  event,  as 
Mr.  Arthur  was  thought  to  represent  espe 
daily  the  Grant  and  Conkling  wing  of  the 
Republican  party ;  but  President  Arthur 
had  both  the  ability  and  the  good  sense  to 
allay  all  fears,  and  he  gave  the  restless, 
critical  American  people  as  good  an  ad¬ 
ministration  as  they  had  ever  been  blessed 
with.  Neither  selfishness  nor  low  parti- 
sanism  ever  characterized  any  feature  of 
his  public  service.  He  ever  maintained  a 
high  sense  of  every  individual  right  as  well 
as  of  the  Nation’s  honor.  Indeed,  he  stood 
so  high  that  his  successor,  President  Cleve¬ 
land,  though  of  opposing  politics,  expressed 
a  wish  in  his  inaugural  address  that  he 
could  only  satisfy  the  people  with  as  good 
an  administration. 

But  the  day  of  civil  service  reform  had 
come  in  so  far,  and  the  corresponding  re¬ 
action  against  “  third-termism”  had  en¬ 
croached  so  far  even  upon  “second-term” 
service,  that  the  Republican  party  saw  fit 
in  1884  to  nominate  another  man  for  Presi¬ 
dent.  Only  by  this  means  was  General 
Arthur’s  tenure  of  office  closed  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  Since  his  retirement  from  the 
Presidency  in  March,  1885,  our  good  ex- 
President  has  continued  in  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession  at  New  York  City. 
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ROVER  CLEVE¬ 
LAND,  the  twenty- 
second  President  of  the 
United  States,  1885 — , 
was  born  in  Caldwell, 
Essex  County,  New 
Jersey,  March  18, 
1837.  The  house  in  which  he 
was  born,  a  small  two-story 
wooden  building,  is  still  stand¬ 
ing.  It  was  the  parsonage  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  his  father,  Richard 
Cleveland,  at  the  time  was 
pastor.  The  family  is  of  New 
England  origin,  and  for  two  centuries  has 
contributed  to  the  professions  and  to  busi¬ 
ness,  men  who  have  reflected  honor  on  the 
name.  Aaron  Cleveland,  Grover  Cleve¬ 
land’s  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  but  subsequently  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  became  an  intimate 
friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  at  whdse 
house  he  died.  He  left  a  large  family  of 
children,  who  in  time  married  and  settled 
in  different  parts  of  New  England.  A 
grandson  was  one  of  the  small  American 
force  that  fought  the  British  at  Bunker 
.  Hill.  He  served  with  gallantry  through¬ 
out  the  Revolution  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  its  close  as  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  army.  Another  grandson, 
William  Cleveland  (a  son  of  a  second  Aaron 


Cleveland,  who  was  distinguished  as  a 
writer  and  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Legislature)  was  Grover  Cleveland’s  grand¬ 
father.  William  Cleveland  became  a  silver¬ 
smith  in  Norwich,  Connecticut.  He  ac¬ 
quired  by  industry  some  property  and  sent 
his  son,  Richard  Cleveland,  the  father  of 
Grover  Cleveland,  to  Yale  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  1824.  During  a  year  spent 
in  teaching  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  after 
graduation,  he  met  and  fell  in  love  with  a 
Miss  Annie  Neale,  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
Baltimore  book  publisher,  of  Irish  birth. 
He  was  earning  his  own  way  in  the  world 
at  the  time  and  was  unable  to  marry;  but 
in  three  years  he  completed  a  course  of 
preparation  for  the  ministry,  secured  a 
church  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  and 
married  Annie  Neale.  Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  where  he 
preached  for  nearly  two  years,  when  he 
was  summoned  to  Caldwell,  New  Jersey, 
where  was  born  Grover  Cleveland. 

When  he  was  three  years  old  the  family 
moved  to  Fayetteville,  Onondaga  County, 
New  York.  Here  Grover  Cleveland  lived 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  the  rugged, 
healthful  life  of  a  country  boy.  His  frank, 
ofenerous  manner  made  him  a  favorite 
among  his  companions,  and  their  respect 
was  won  by  the  good  qualities  in  the  germ 
which  his  manhood  developed.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school  of  the  village  and 
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was  for  a  short  time  at  the  academy.  His 
lather,  however,  believed  that  boys  should 
be  taught  to  labor  at  an  early  age,  and  be¬ 
fore  he  had  completed  the  course  of  study 
at  the  academy  he  began  to  work  in  the 
village  store  at  $50  for  the  first  year,  and  the 
promise  of  $100  for  the  second  year.  His 
work  was  well  done  and  the  promised  in¬ 
crease  of  pay  was  granted  the  second  year. 

Meanwhile  his  father  and  family  had 
moved  to  Clinton,  the  seat  of  Hamilton 
College,  where  his  father  acted  as  agent  to 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
preaching  in  the  churches  of  the  vicinity. 
Hither  Grover  came  at  his  father’s  request 
shortly  after  the  beginning  of  his  second 
year  at  the  Fayetteville  store,  and  resumed 
his  studies  at  the  Clinton  Academy.  After 
three  years  spent  in  this  town,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Cleveland  was  called  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  church  of  Holland  Patent.  He  had 
preached  here  only  a  month  when  he  was 
suddenly  stricken  down  and  died  without 
an  hour’s  warning.  The  death  of  the  father 
left  the  family  in  straitened  circumstances, 
as  Richard  Cleveland  had  spent  all  his 
salary  of  $1,000  per  year,  which  was  not 
required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  liv¬ 
ing,  upon  the  education  of  his  children,  of 
whom  there  were  nine,  Grover  being  the 
fifth.  Grover  was  hoping  to  enter  Hamil¬ 
ton  College,  but  the  death  of  his  father 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood.  For  the  first  year  (1 85 3— ’4)  he 
acted  as  assistant  teacher  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
City,  of  which  the  late  Augustus  Schell  was 
for  many  years  the  patron.  In  the  winter 
of  1854  he  returned  to  Holland  Patent 
where  the  generous  people  of  that  place, 
Fayetteville  and  Clinton,  had  purchased  a 
home  for  his  mother,  and  in  the  following 
spring,  borrowing  $25,  he  set  out  for  the 
West  to  earn  his  living. 

Reaching  Buffalo  he  paid  a  hasty  visit  to 
an  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allen,  a  well-known 


stock  farmer,  living  at  Black  Rock,  a  few 
miles  distant.  He  communicated  his  plans 
to  Mr.  Allen,  who  discouraged  the  idea  of 
the  West,  and  finally  induced  the  enthusi¬ 
astic  boy  of  seventeen  to  remain  with  him 
and  help  him  prepare  a  catalogue  of  blooded 
short-horn  cattle,  known  as  “  Allen’s  Amer¬ 
ican  Herd  Book,”  a  publication  familiar  to 
all  breeders  of  cattle.  In  August,  1855,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Rogers,  Bowen 
&  Rogers,  at  Buffalo,  and  after  serving  a 
few  months  without  pay,  was  paid  $4  a 
week — an  amount  barely  sufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  board  in  the 
family  of  a  fellow-student  in  Buffalo,  with 
whom  he  took  lodgings.  Life  at  this  time 
with  Grover  Cleveland  was  a  stern  battle 
with  the  world.  He  took  his  breakfast  by 
candle-light  with  the  drovers,  and  went  at 
once  to  the  office  where  the  whole  day  was 
spent  in  work  and  study.  Usually  he  re¬ 
turned  again  at  night  to  resume  reading 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  duties 
of  the  day.  Gradually  his  employers  came 
to  recognize  the  ability,  trustworthiness 
and  capacity  for  hard  work  in  their  young 
employe,  and  by  the  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  (1859)  he  stood  high  in  their  con¬ 
fidence.  A  year  later  he  was  made  confi¬ 
dential  and  managing  clerk,  and  in  the 
course  of  three  years  more  his  salary  had 
been  raised  to  $1,000.  In  1863  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie 
County  by  the  district  attorney,  the  Hon. 
C.  C.  Torrance. 

Since  his  first  vote  had  been  cast  in  1858 
he  had  been  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  until 
he  was  chosen  Governor  he  always  made 
it  his  duty,  rain  or  shine,  to  stand  at  the 
polls  and  give  out  ballots  to  Democratic 
voters.  During  the  first  year  of  his  term 
as  assistant  district  attorney,  the  Democrats 
desired  especially  to  carry  the  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors.  The  old  Second  Ward  in  which 
he  lived  was  Republican*  ordinarily  by  250 
majority,  but  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
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party  Grover  Cleveland  consented  to  be 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Supervisor, 
and  came  within  thirteen  votes  of  an  elec¬ 
tion.  The  three  years  spent  in  the  district 
attorney’s  office  were  devoted  to  assiduous 
labor  and  the  extension  of  his  professional 
attainments.  He  then  formed  a  law  part¬ 
nership  with  the  late  Isaac  V.  Vanderpoel, 
ex-State  Treasurer,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Vanderpoel  &  Cleveland.  Here  the  bulk 
of  the  work  devolved  on  Cleveland’s  shoul¬ 
ders,  and  he  soon  won  a  good  standing  at 
the  bar  of  Erie  County.  In  1869  Mr. 
Cleveland  formed  a  partnership  with  ex- 
Senator  A.  P.  Laning  and  ex-Assistant 
United  States  District  Attorney  Oscar  Fol¬ 
som,  under  the  firm  name  of  Laning,  Cleve¬ 
land  &  Folsom.  During  these  years  he 
began  to  earn  a  moderate  professional  in¬ 
come;  but  the  larger  portion  of  it  was  sent 
to  his  mother  and  sisters  at  Holland  Patent 
to  whose  support  he  had  contributed  ever 
since  i860.  He  served  as  sheriff  of  Erie 
County,  1870-4,  and  then  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  associating  himself  with  the 
Hon.  Lyman  K.  Bass  and  Wilson  S.  Bissell. 


The  firm  was  strong  and  popular,  and  soon 
commanded  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
Ill  health  forced  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bass 
in  1879,  and  the  firm  became  Cleveland  & 
Bissell.  In  1881  Mr.  George  J.  Sicard  was 
added  to  the  firm. 

In  the  autumn  election  of  1881  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  a  majority  of 
over  3,500 — the  largest  majority  ever  given 
a  candidate  for  mayor — -and  the  Democratic 
city  ticket  was  successful,  although  the 
Republicans  carried  Buffalo  by  over  1,000 
majority  for  their  State  ticket.  Grover 
Cleveland’s  administration  as  mayor  fully 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  people  of  Buffalo,  evidenced  by  the 
great  vote  he  received. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  met 
at  Syracuse,  September  22, 1882,  and  nomi¬ 
nated  Grover  Cleveland  for  Governor 
on  the  third  ballot  and  Cleveland  was 
elected  by  192,000  majority.  In  the  fall  of 
1 884  he  was  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  about  1,000  popular  majority, 
in  New  York  State,  and  he  was  accordingly 
inaugurated  the  4th  of  March  following. 
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ABQBIGINAt. 


^HE  race  or  races  who 
occupied  this  beau¬ 
tiful  prairie  country 
before  the  advent  of 
the  whites  from  Eu¬ 
rope  had  no  litera¬ 
ture,  and  therefore 
have  left  us  no  history  of 
themselves.  Not  even  tra¬ 
ditions,  to  any  extent,  have 
been  handed  down  to  us. 
H  ence,  about  all  we  know 
of  the  Indians,  previous  to 
explorations  by  the  whites, 
is  derived  from  mounds 
and  a  few  simple  relics. 
The  mounds  were  erected 
by  a  people  generally  denominated  Mound 
Builders,  but  whether  they  were  a  distinct 
race  from  the  Indians  is  an  unsettled  ques¬ 
tion.  Prof.  Alex.  Winchell,  of  the  Michigan 
State  University,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
other  investigators,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
those  who  built  mounds,  mined  copper  and 
iron,  made  elaborate  implements  of  war, 
agriculture  and  domestic  economy,  and 
built  houses  and  substantial  villages,  etc., 
were  no  other  than  the  ancestors  of  the 
present  Indians,  who,  like  the  ancient 

Greeks  and  Romans,  were  more  skilled  in 

10 


the  arts  of  life  than  their  successors  during 
the  middle  ages.  Most  people  have  their 
periods  of  decline,  as  well  as  those  of  prog¬ 
ress.  The  Persians,  Hindoos  and  Chinese, 
although  so  long  in  existence  as  distinct 
nations,  have  been  forages  in  a  state  of  de¬ 
cay.  Spain  and  Italy  do  not  improve, 
while  Germany,  Russia  and  the  United 
States  have  now  their  turn  in  enjoying  a 
rapid  rise.  Similarly,  the  Indians  have  long 
been  on  the  decline  in  the  practical  arts  of 
life.  Even  since  the  recent  days  of  Feni- 
more  Cooper,  the  “  noble  ”  red  men  have 
degenerated  into  savages,  despite  the  close 
contact  of  the  highest  order  of  civilization. 

Nearly  all  modern  authorities  unite  in 
the  opinion  that  the  American  continent 
was  first  peopled  from  Eastern  Asia,  either 
by  immigration  across  Behring’s  Strait  or 
by  shipwrecks  of  sailors  from  the  Kamt- 
schatkan  and  Japanese  coast.  If  mankind 
originated  at  the  north  pole,  and  subse¬ 
quently  occupied  an  Atlantic  continent, 
now  submerged,  it  is  possible  that  the 
American  Indians  are  relics  of  polar  or 
Atlantic  races. 

The  ancient  race  which  built  the  towns 
and  cities  of  Mexico  and  the  Western 
United  States  is  called  the  Aztec,  and  even 
of  them  is  scarcely  anything  known  save 
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what  can  be  learned  from  their  buried 
structures.  The  few  inscriptions  that  are 
found  seem  to  be  meaningless. 

Indian  mounds  are  found  throughout 
the  United  States  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  but  are  far  more  abundant  in 
some  places  than  others.  In  this  State 
they  abound  near  the  principal  rivers. 
They  vary  in  size  from  a  few  to  hundreds 
of  feet  in  diameter,  and  from  three  to  fifteen 
or  more  feet  in  height.  They  are  generally 
round,  or  nearly  so,  but  in  a  few  notable 
exceptions  they  bear  a  rude  resemblance  in 
their  outline  to  the  figure  of  some  animal. 
Their  contents  are  limited,  both  in  quantity 
and  variety,  and  consist  mainly  of  human 
bones,  stone  implements,  tobacco  pipes, 
beads,  etc.  The  stone  implements  are  axes, 
skinning  knives,  pestles  and  mortars,  arrow 
points,  etc.  The  human  bones  are  often 
found  in  a  mass  as  if  a  number  of  corpses  had 
been  buried  together,  and  indicate  that  their 
possessors  were  interred  in  a  sitting  posture. 
Judge  Samuel  Murdock,  of  Elkader,  this 
State,  who  has  made  this  subject  a  special 
study  for  many  years,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
these  remains  are  not  of  subjects  who  were 
inhumed  as  corpses,  but  of  persons  who, 
under  the  influence  of  a  savage  religion, 
voluntarily  sacrificed  themselves  by  under¬ 
going  a  burial  when  alive. 

CAUCASIAN. 

The  first  member  of  this  race  to  discover 
the  Mississippi  River  was  Ferdinand  De 
Soto,  a  Spaniard,  who  explored  the  region 
of  the  Lower  Mississippi  in  1541,  but  came 
no  farther  north  than  the  35th  parallel. 
He  founded  no  settlements,  nor  was  he  ever 
followed  by  others  of  his  country  to  make 
settlements,  and  hence  Spain  lost  her  title 
to  the  country  which  she  had  earned  by 
discovery  through  her  subject,  De  Soto. 
At  a  subsequent  period  a  Frenchman  re¬ 
discovered  the  realm,  took  possession  of  it 
in  the  name  of  France,  and  his  fellow 


countrymen  soon  followed  and  effected 
actual  settlements.  Accordingly,  in  1682, 
France  claimed  the  country,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  usage  of  European  nations, 
earned  a  proper  title  to  the  same.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  a  collision  between  those  two  na¬ 
tions,  success  finally  crowning  the  efforts  of 
France. 

In  a  grand  council  of  Indians,  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  they  told  the 
Frenchmen  glowing  stories  of  the  “  Father 
of  Waters  ”  and  of  the  adjacent  country, 
and  in  1669  Jacques  Marquette,  a  zealous 
and  shrewd  Jesuit  missionary,  became  in¬ 
spired  with  the  idea  of  visiting  this  re¬ 
gion,  in  the  interests  of  civilization.  After 
studying  the  language  and  customs  of 
the  Illinois  Indians  until  1673,  he  made  prep¬ 
arations  for  the  journey,  in  which  he  was 
to  be  accompanied  by  Louis  Joliet,  an  agent 
of  the  French  Government.  The  Indians, 
who  had  gathered  in  large  numbers  to  wit¬ 
ness  his  departure,  endeavored  to  dissuade 
him  from  the  undertaking,  representing  that 
the  Indians  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  were 
cruel  and  bloodthirsty.  The  great  river 
itself,  they  said,  was  the  abode  of  terrible 
monsters  which  could  swallow  men,  canoes 
and  all.  But  the  shrewd  missionary,  already 
aware  of  Indian  extravagance  in  descrip¬ 
tion,  set  out  upon  the  contemplated  jour¬ 
ney  May  13.  With  the  aid  of  two  Miami 
guides  he  proceeded  to  the  Wisconsin 
River,  and  down  that  stream  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  Floating  down  the  latter  he  dis¬ 
covered,  on  the  25th  of  June,  traces  of 
Indians  on  the  west  bank,  and  landed. 
This  was  at  a  point  a  little  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Des  Moines  River,  and  thus  a  Euro¬ 
pean  first  trod  the  soil  of  Iowa.  After  re¬ 
maining  a  short  time  and  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  red  man  as  he  then  and 
there  exhibited  himself,  he  proceeded  down 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois,  thence  up 
that  river  and  by  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
French  settlements. 
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Nine  years  later,  in  1682,  Rene  Robert 
Cavelier  La  Salle  descended  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  King  of  France  took  formal  posses¬ 
sion  of  all  the  Mississippi  Valley,  naming  it 
Louisiana,  in  honor  of  his  king,  Louis  XIV. 

The  river  itself  he  named  Colbert,  in  honor 
of  the  French  minister.  Soon  afterward 
the  Government  of  France  began  to  en¬ 
courage  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  trad¬ 
ing  posts  and  missionary  stations  through¬ 
out  the  West  from  Canada  to  Louisiana, 
and  this  policy  was  maintained  with  par¬ 
tial  success  for  about  seventy-five  years. 

Christian  zeal  animated  both  France  and 
England  in  missionary  enterprise,  the 
former  in  the  interests  of  Catholicism  and 
the  latter  in  favor  of  Protestantism.  Hence 
their  haste  to  pre-occupy  the  land  and  prose¬ 
lyte  the  aborigines;  but  this  ugly  rivalry  dis¬ 
gusted  the  Indians  atii  they  refused  to  be 
converted  to  either  branch  of  Christianity. 

The  traders  also  persisted  in  importing 
whisky,  which  canceled  nearly  every  civ¬ 
ilizing  influence  that  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  savages.  Another  character¬ 
istic  of  Indian  nature  was  to  listen  atten¬ 
tively  to  all  that  the  missionary  said,  pre¬ 
tending  to  believe  all  he  preached,  and  then 
offer  in  turn  his  theory  of  the  world,  of  re¬ 
ligion,  etc.;  and,  not  being  listened  to  with 
the  same  degree  of  attention  and  pretense 
of  belief,  would  depart  from  the  white 
man’s  presence  in  disgust.  This  was  his 
idea  of  the  golden  rule. 

Comparatively  few  Indians  were  perma¬ 
nently  located  within  the  present  bounds 
of  the  State  of  Iowa.  Favorite  hunting 
grounds  were  resorted  to  by  certain  bands 
for  a  time,  and  afterward  by  others,  subject 
to  the  varying  fortunes  of  their  little  wars. 

The  tribes  were  principally  the  Illinois, 

Iowas,  Dakotas,  Sioux,  Pottawatomies  and 
finally  the  Sacs  and  Foxes. 

In  1765  the  Miami  confederacy  was  com¬ 
posed  of  four  tribes,  whose  total  number 
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of  warriors  was  estimated  at  only  1,050 
men.  Of  these  about  250  were  Twightwees, 
or  Miamis  proper;  300  Weas,  or  Ouiate- 
nons;  300  Piankeshaws  and  200  Shockeys; 
but  their  headquarters  were  along  the 
Maumee  River,  in  Indiana  and  Ohio. 

From  1688  to  1697  the  wars  in  which 
France  and  England  were  engaged  re¬ 
tarded  the  growth  of  their  American  colo¬ 
nies.  The  efforts  made  by  France  to 
connect  Canada  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by 
a  chain  of  trading  posts  and  colonies  nat¬ 
urally  excited  the  jealousy  of  England  and 
gradually  laid  the  foundation  for  a  struggle 
at  arms.  The  crisis  came  and  the  contest 
obtained  the  name  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  the  French  and  Indians  combining 
against  the  English.  The  war  was  termi¬ 
nated  in  1763  by  a  treaty  at  Paris,  by  which 
France  ceded  to  Great  Britain  all  of  North 
America  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the 
island  on  which  New  Orleans  is  situated. 
The  preceding  autumn  France  ceded  to 
Spain  all  the  country  west  of  that  river. 

In  1765  the  total  number  of  French  fami¬ 
lies  within  the  limits  of  the  Northwest  Ter¬ 
ritory  did  not  probably  exceed  600.  These 
were  in  settlements  about  Detroit,  along 
the  river  Wabash  and  the  neighborhood  of 
Fort  Chartres  on  the  Mississippi.  The 
colonial  policy  of  the  British  Government 
opposed  any  measures  which  might 
strengthen  settlements  in  the  interior  of 
this  country,  lest  they  should  become  self- 
supporting  and  consequently  independent 
of  the  mother  country.  Hence  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Northwest  was  still  further 
retarded.  That  short-sighted  policy  con¬ 
sisted  mainly  in  holding  the  lands  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government,  and  not 
allowing  it  to  be  subdivided  and  sold  to 
those  who  would  become  settlers.  After 
the  establishment  of  American  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  especially  under  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  both  as  Governor 
of  Virginia  and  President  of  the  United 
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States,  subdivision  of  land  and  giving  it  to 
actual  settlers  rapidly  peopled  this  portion 
of  the  Union,  so  that  the  Northwest  Terri¬ 
tory  was  formed  and  even  subdivided  into 
other  Territories  and  States  before  the 
year  1820. 

For  more  than  100  years  after  Marquette 
and  Joliet  trod  the  virgin  soil  of  Iowa  and 
admired  its  fertile  plains,  not  a  single  settle¬ 
ment  was  made  or  attempted  ;  not  even  a 
trading-post  was  established.  During  this 
time  the  Illinois  Indians,  once  a  powerful 
tribe,  gave  up  the  entire  possession  of  this 
“  Beautiful  Land,”  as  Iowa  was  then  called, 
to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  In  1803,  when 
Louisiana  was  purchased  by  the  United 
States,  the  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Iowas  pos¬ 
sessed  this  entire  State,  and  the  two  for¬ 
mer  tribes  occupied  also  most  of  the  State 
of  Illinois.  The  four  most  important  towns 
of  the  Sacs  were  along  the  Mississippi,  two 
on  the  east  side,  one  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  and  one  at  the  head  of  the 
Des  Moines  Rapids,  near  the  present  site 
of  Montrose.  Those  of  the  Foxes  were — 
one  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  just 
above  Davenport,  one  about  twelve  miles 
from  the  river  back  of  the  Dubuque  lead 
mines  and  one  on  Turkey  River.  The 
principal  village  of  the  Iowas  was  on  the 
Des  Moines  River,  in  Van  Buren  County, 
where  Iowaville  now  stands.  Here  the  last 
great  battle  between  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
and  the  Iowas  was  fought,  in  which  Black 
Hawk,  then  a  young  man,  commanded  the 
attacking  forces. 

The  Sioux  had  the  northern  portion  of 
this  State  and  Southern  Minnesota.  They 
were  a  fierce  and  war-like  nation,  who  often 
disputed  possessions  with  their  rivals  in 
savage  and  bloody  warfare ;  but  finally  a 
boundary  line  was  established  between 
them  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  treaty  held  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
in  1825.  This,  however,  became  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  an  increased  number  of  quarrels  be¬ 


tween  the  tribes,  as  each  trespassed,  or  was 
thought  to  trespass,  upon  the  other’s  side  of 
the  line.  In  1830,  therefore,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  created  a  forty-mile  neutral  strip  of 
land  between  them,  which  policy  proved  to 
be  more  successful  in  the  interests  of  peace. 

Soon  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by 
our  Government,  the  latter  adopted  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  exploration  of  the  new  terri¬ 
tory,  having  in  view  the  conciliation  of  the 
numerous  tribes  of  Indians  by  whom  it  was 
possessed,  and  also  the  selection  of  proper 
sites  for  military  posts  and  trading  stations. 

The  Army  of  the  West,  General  Wilkin¬ 
son  commanding,  had  its  headquarters  at 
St.  Louis.  From  this  post  Captains  Lewis 
and  Clarke,  in  1805,  were  detailed  with  a 
sufficient  force  to  explore  the  Missouri 
River  to  its  source,  and  Lieutenant  Zebulon 
M.  Pike  to  ascend  to  the  head  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  August  20  the  latter  arrived  within 
the  present  limits  of  Iowa,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Des  Moines  Rapids,  where  he  met  William 
Ewing,  who  had  just  been  appointed  Indian 
Agent  at  this  point,  a  French  interpreter, 
four  chiefs  and  fifteen  Sac  and  Fox  war¬ 
riors.  At  the  head  of  the  rapids,  where 
Montrose  now  is,  Pike  held  a  council  with 
the  Indians,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  stat¬ 
ing  to  them  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  wished  to  inquire  into  the  needs  of 
the  red  man,  with  a  view  of  suggesting 
remedies. 

On  the  23d  he  reached  what  is  supposed 
from  his  description  to  be  the  site  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  which  place  he  designated  for  a 
post ;  but  the  station,  probably  by  some 
mistake,  was  afterward  placed  at  Fort  Madi¬ 
son.  After  accidentally  separating  from  his 
men  and  losing  his  way,  suffering  at  one 
time  for  six  days  for  want  of  food,  and  after 
many  other  mishaps  Lieutenant  Pike  over¬ 
took  the  remainder  of  the  party  at  the  point 
now  occupied  by  Dubuque,  who  had  gone 
on  up  the  river  hoping  to  overtake  him.  At 
that  point  Pike  was  cordially  received  by 
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Julien  Dubuque,  a  Frenchman  who  held  a 
mining  claim  under  a  grant  from  Spain,  but 
was  not  disposed  to  publish  the  wealth  of 
his  possessions.  Having  an  old  field-piece 
with  him,  however,  he  fired  a  salute  in 
honor  of  the  first  visit  of  an  agent  from  the 
United  States  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  Pike  pursued  his  way  up  the  river. 

At  what  was  afterward  Fort  Snelling, 
Minnesota,  Lieutenant  Pike  held  a  council 
with  the  Sioux  September  23,  and  obtained 
from  them  a  grant  of  100,000  acres  of  land. 
January  8  following  (1806)  he  arrived  at  a 
trading  post  on  Lake  De  Sable,  belonging 
to  the  Northwestern  Fur  Company,  whose 
field  of  operations  at  that  time  included  this 
State.  Pike  returned  to  St.  Louis  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring,  after  making  a  successful 
expedition. 

Before  this  country  could  be  opened  for 
settlement  by  the  whites,  it  was  necessary 
that  Indian  title  should  be  extinguished  and 
the  aboriginal  owners  removed.  When  the 
Government  assumed  control  of  the  country 
by  virtue  of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  nearly 
the  whole  State  was  in  possession  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  at  whose  head  stood  the 
rising  Black  Hawk.  November  3,  1804,  a 
treaty  was  concluded  with  these  tribes  by 
which  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
Illinois  side  of  the  great  river,  in  consider¬ 
ation  of  $2,234  worth  of  goods  then  de¬ 
livered,  and  an  annuity  of  $1,000  to  be  paid 
in  goods  at  cost ;  but  Black  Hawk  always 
maintained  that  the  chiefs  who  entered  into 
that  compact  acted  without  authority,  and 
that  therefore  the  treaty  was  not  binding. 

The  first  fort  erected  on  Iowa  soil  was  at 
Fort  Madison.  A  short  time  previously  a 
military  post  was  fixed  at  what  is  now 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  and  named  Fort  Edwards. 
These  enterprises  caused  mistrust  among 
the  Indians.  Indeed,  Fort  Madison  was 
located  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  1804. 
The  Indians  sent  delegations  to  the  whites 
at  these  forts  to  learn  what  they  were  do¬ 


ing,  and  what  they  intended.  On  being 
“informed”  that  those  structures  were 
merely  trading-posts,  they  were  incredu¬ 
lous  and  became  more  and  more  suspicious. 
Black  Hawk  therefore  led  a  party  to  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Madison  and  attempted  its 
destruction,  but  a  premature  attack  by  him 
caused  his  failure. 

In  1812,  when  war  was  declared  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  Black  Hawk 
and  his  band  allied  themselves  to  the  British, 
partly  because  thev  were  dazzled  by  their 
specious  promises,  but  mostly,  perhaps,  be¬ 
cause  they  had  been  deceived  by  the  Amer¬ 
icans.  Black  Hawk  said  plainly  that  the 
latter  fact  was  the  cause.  A  portion  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  however,  headed  by  Keo¬ 
kuk  (“watchful  fox”),  could  not  be  per¬ 
suaded  into  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  being  disposed  to  abide  by  the 
treaty  of  1804.  The  Indians  were  there¬ 
fore  divided  into  the  “war”  and  the 
“  peace  ”  parties.  Black  Hawk  says  he 
was  informed,  after  he  had  gone  to  the  war, 
that  his  people,  left  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  would  be  defenseless  against  the 
United  States  forces  in  case  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  ;  and,  having  all  the  old  men,  the 
women  and  the  children  on  their  hands  to 
provide  for,  a  council  was  held,  and  it  was 
determined  to  have  the  latter  go  to  St. 
Louis  and  place  themselves  under  the 
“  American”  chief  stationed  there.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  went  down,  and  were  re¬ 
ceived  as  the  “  friendly  band  ”  of  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  and  were  provided  for  and  sent  up 
the  Missouri  River. 

On  Black  Hawk’s  return  from  the  British 
army,  he  says  that  Keokuk  was  introduced 
to  him  as  the  war  chief  of  the  braves  then 
in  the  village.  On  inquiry  as  to  how  he 
became  chief,  there  were  given  him  the 
particulars  of  his  having  killed  a  Sioux  in 
battle,  which  fact  placed  him  among  the 
warriors,  and  of  his  having  headed  an  ex¬ 
pedition  in  defense  of  their  village  at  Peoria. 


vv 

44 
44 
uv 

yy 

vrV 

wv 

r*r4 


vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

yv 

vv 

vv 

44 

44 

4'* 

kv 

VV 

1^1 

vv 

vv 

vv 

yv 

VV 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

vv 

vv 

yv 

vri 

w 

vk 

yy 

WM 

9m 

9m 


♦  ♦'  44444444 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦  ♦  >•  *■  w  4 

ii 


♦  ♦  4  4  4  4  4  ♦  4  4  ♦  4  ♦  4  4  4  4'  'A'  'A'  ’A'  'A'  -*•  'A'  ’A'  ’A.'  -A'  -A-  -A'  -A'  -A-  -A-  W 


:♦!;♦; 

m 


i  jS 


HI  STORY  OF  IOWA. 


I?; 

gg 

♦♦ 

55 

44 

4  >' 
44 

44 

*■*4 

55 

55 

vv 

44 

w 

»;♦: 

♦V 

kTilTi 

44 

55 

55 

55 

55 

vv 

VA 

vv 

vv 

;«» 

kTi 

vv 

k»>  k”« 

vu 

k^i«k^» 

vv 

V’4' 

VV 

k”i  k*i 

vv 

»T<iT< 

44 

VV 

r4;V 

vv 

k”ik* 

4'+' 

V'l' 

k^ik^i 

44 

44 

vv 

kT(l^ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44; 


In  person  Keokuk  was  tall  and  of  portly 
bearing,  and  in  speech  he  was  an  orator. 
He  did  not  master  the  English  language, 
however,  and  his  interpreters  were  never 
able  to  do  him  justice.  Me  was  a  friend  of 
our  Government,  and  always  endeavored 
to  persuade  the  Indians  that  it  was  useless 
to  attack  a  nation  so  powerful  as  that  of 
the  United  States. 

The  treaty  of  1804  was  renewed  in  1816, 
which  Black  Hawk  himself  signed;  but  he 
afterward  held  that  he  was  deceived,  and 
that  that  treaty  was  not  even  yet  binding. 
But  there  was  no  further  serious  trouble 
with  the  Indians  until  the  noted  “  Black 
Hawk  war”  of  1832,  all  of  which  took  place 
in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  with  the  expected 
result — the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  great 
chief,  and  the  final,  effectual  and  permanent 
repulsion  of  all  hostile  Indians  to  the  west 
of  the  great  Mississippi.  Black  Hawk  died 
October  3,  1838,  at  his  home  in  this  State, 
and  was  buried  there  ;  but  his  remains  were 
afterward  placed  in  the  museum  of  the  His¬ 
torical  Society,  where  they  were  accident¬ 
ally  destroyed  by  fire. 

More  or  less  affecting  the  territory  now 
included  within  the  State  of  Iowa,  fifteen 
treaties  with  the  Indians  have  been  made, 
an  outline  of  which  is  here  given.  In  1804, 
when  the  whites  agreed  not  to  settle  west 
of  the  Mississippi  on  Indian  lands.  In  1815, 
with  the  Sioux,  ratifying  peace  with  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States;  with  the 
Sacs,  a  treaty  of  a  similar  nature,  and  also 
ratifying  that  of  1804,  the  Indians  agreeing 
not  to  join  their  brethren  who,  under  Black 
Hawk,  had  aided  the  British ;  with  the 
Foxes,  ratifying  the  treaty  of  1804,  the  In¬ 
dians  agreeing  to  deliver  up  all  their 
prisoners ;  and  with  the  Iowas,  a  treaty  of 
friendship.  In  1816,  with  the  Sacs  of  Rock 
River,  ratifying  the  treaty  of  1804.  In  1824, 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  the  latter  relin¬ 
quishing  all  their  lands  in  Missouri ;  and 
that  portion  of  the  southeast  corner  of 
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Iowa  known  as  the  “  half-breed  tract”  was 
set  off  to  the  half-breeds.  In  1825,  placing 
a  boundary  line  between  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
on  the  south  and  the  Sioux  on  the  north. 

In  1830,  when  that  line  was  widened  to 
forty  miles.  Also,  in  the  same  year,  with 
several  tribes,  who  ceded  a  large  portion  of 
their  possessions  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  In  1832,  with  the  Winnebagoes,  ex¬ 
changing  lands  with  them  and  providing  a 
school,  farm,  etc.,  for  them.  Also,  in  the 
same  year,  the  “Black  Hawk  purchase” 
was  made,  of  about  6,000,000  acres,  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  from  the 
southern  line  of  the  State  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Iowa  River.  In  1836,  with  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  ceding  Keokuk’s  reserve  to  the 
United  States.  In  1837,  with  the  same, 
when  another  slice  of  territory,  comprising 
1,250  000  acres,  joining  west  of  the  forego¬ 
ing  tract,  was  obtained.  Also,  in  the  same 
)rear,  when  these  Indians  gave  up  all  their 
lands  allowed  them  under  former  treaties ; 
and  finalty,  in  1842,  when  they  relinquished 
their  title  to  all  their  lands  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Before  the  whole  of  Iowa  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  Government 
sundry  white  settlers  had,  under  the  Spanish 
and  French  Governments,  obtained  and  oc¬ 
cupied  several  important  claims  within  our 
boundaries,  which  it  may  be  well  to  notice 
in  brief.  September  22,  1788,  Julien  Du- 
buque,  before  mentioned,  obtained  a  lease 
of  lands  from  the  Fox  Indians,  at  the  point 

1^/ 

now  occupied  by  the  city  named  after  him. 

This  tract  contained  valuable  lead  ore,  and 
Dubuque  followed  mining.  His  claims, 
however,  as  well  as  those  to  whom  he  after¬ 
ward  conveyed  title,  were  litigated  for 
many  years,  with  the  final  result  of  dis¬ 
appointing  the  purchasers.  In  1799  Louis 
Honori  obtained  a  tract  of  land  about  three 
miles  square  where  Montrose  is  now  sit¬ 
uated,  and  his  title,  standing  through  all 
the  treaties  and  being  finally  confirmed  by 
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the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  is 
the  oldest  legal  title  held  by  a  white  man 
in  the  State  of  Iowa.  A  tract  of  5,860  acres 
in  Clayton  County  was  granted  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana 
in  1795  to  Basil  Girard,  whose  title  was 
made  valid  some  time  after  the  preceding 
case  was  settled. 

Other  early  settlers  were :  Mr.  Johnson, 
an  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Company, 
who  had  a  trading-post  below  Burlington. 
Le  Moliere,  a  French  trader,  had,  in  1820, 
a  station  at  what  is  now  Sandusky,  in  Lee 
County,  six  miles  above  Keokuk.  During 
the  same  year  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Muir,  a  sur¬ 
geon  of  the  United  States  army,  built  a 
cabin  where  the  city  of  Keokuk  now  stands. 
His  marriage  and  subsequent  life  were  so 
romantic  that  we  give  the  following  brie! 
sketch : 

While  stationed  at  a  military  post  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  the  post  was  visited  by 
a  beautiful  Indian  maiden — whose  native 
name  unfortunately  has  not  been  preserved 
— who,  in  her  dreams,  had  seen  a  white 
brave  unmoor  his  canoe,  paddle  it  across 
the  river  and  come  directly  to  her  lodge. 
She  felt  assured,  according  to  the  super¬ 
stitious  belief  of  her  race,  that  in  her  dreams 
she  had  seen  her  future  husband,  and  had 
come  to  the  fort  to  find  him.  Meeting  Dr. 
Muir  she  instantly  recognized  him  as  the 
hero  of  her  dream,  which,  with  childlike 
innocence  and  simplicity,  she  related  to 
him.  Her  dream  was,  indeed,  prophetic. 
Charmed  with  Sophia’s  beauty,  innocence 
and  devotion,  the  Doctor  honorably  mar¬ 
ried  her,  but  after  a  while  the  sneers  and 
gibes  of  his  brother  officers — less  honorable 
than  he,  perhaps — made  him  feel  ashamed 
of  his  dark-skinned  wife,  and  when  his  regi¬ 
ment  was  ordered  down  the  river  to  Belle- 
fontaine,  it  is  said  that  he  embraced  the 
opportunity  to  rid  himself  of  her,  and  left 
her,  never  expecting  to  see  her  again,  and 
little  dreaming  that  she  would  have  the 


courage  to  follow  him.  But,  with  her  in¬ 
fant  child,  this  intrepid  wife  and  mother 
started  alone  in  her  canoe,  and  after  many 
days  of  weary  labor  and  a  lonely  journey  of 
900  miles,  she  at  last  reached  him.  She 
afterward  remarked,  when  speaking  of  this 
toilsome  journey  down  the  river  in  search 
of  her  husband,  “  When  I  got  there  I  was 
all  perished  away — so  thin  !”  The  Doctor, 
touched  by  such  unexampled  devotion, 
took  her  to  his  heart,  and  ever  after  until 
his  death  treated  her  with  marked  respect. 
She  always  presided  at  his  table  with  grace 
and  dignity,  but  never  abandoned  her  na¬ 
tive  style  of  dress.  In  i8i9-*20  he  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Edward,  now  Warsaw, 
but  the  senseless  ridicule  of  some  of  his 
brother  officers  on  account  of  his  Indian 
wife  induced  him  to  resign  his  commission. 
He  then  built  a  cabin  as  above  stated, 
where  Keokuk  is  now  situated,  and  made 
a  claim  to  some  land.  This  claim  he  leased 
to  Otis  Reynolds  and  John  Culver,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  went  to  La  Pointe  (afterward 
Galena),  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
for  ten  years,  when  he  returned  to  Keokuk. 
His  Indian  wife  bore  to  him  four  children — 
Louise,  James,  Mary  and  Sophia.  Dr. 
Muir  died  suddenly  of  cholera  in  1832,  but 
left  his  property  in  such  a  condition  that  it 
was  soon  wasted  in  vexatious  litigation,  and 
his  brave  and  faithful  wife,  left  friendless 
and  penniless,  became  discouraged,  and, 
with  her  two  younger  children,  disap¬ 
peared.  It  is  said  she  returned  to  her  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Upper  Missouri. 

The  gentleman  who  had  leased  Dr. 
Muir’s  claim  at  Keokuk  subsequently  em¬ 
ployed  as  their  agent  Moses  Stillwell,  who 
arrived  with  his  family  in  1828,  and  took 
possession.  His  brothers-in-law,  Amos  and 
Valencourt  Van  Ansdal,  came  with  him 
and  settled  near.  Mr.  Stillwell’s  daughter 
Margaret  (afterward  Mrs.  Ford)  was  born 
in  1831,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  called  by 
the  Indians  Puckashetuck.  She  was  prob- 
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ably  the  first  white  American  child  born  in 
Iowa. 

In  1829  Dr.  Isaac  Gallaud  made  a  settle¬ 
ment  on  the  Lower  Rapids,  at  what  is  now 
Nashville.  The  same  year  James  S.  Lang- 
worth}",  who  had  been  engaged  in  lead¬ 
mining  at  Galena  since  1824,  commenced 
lead-mining  in  the  vicinity  of  Dubuque.  A 
few  others  afterward  came  to  that  point  as 
miners,  and  they  soon  found  it  necessary  to 
hold  a  council  and  adopt  some  regulations 
for  their  government  and  protection.  They 
met  in  1830  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  by  the 
side  of  an  old  cottonwood  drift  log,  at  what 
is  now  the  Jones  Street  Levee  in  Dubuque, 
and  elected  a  committee,  consisting  of  J.  L. 
Langworthy,  H.  F.  Lander,  James  Mc- 
Phetres,  Samuel  Scales  and  E.  M.  Wren, 
who  drafted  a  set  of  rules,  which  were 
adopted  by  this,  the  first  “  Legislature”  of 
Iowa.  They  elected  Dr.  Jarote  as  their 
officer  to  choose  arbitrators  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  difficulties  that  might  arise.  These 
settlers,  however,  were  intruders  upon  In¬ 
dian  territory,  and  were  driven  off  in  1832 
by  our  Government,  Colonel  Zachary  Tay¬ 
lor  commanding  the  troops.  The  Indians 
returned  and  were  encouraged  to  operate 
the  rich  mines  opened  by  the  late  white 
occupants. 

But  in  June  of  the  same  year  the  troops 
were  ordered  to  the  east  side  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  assist  in  the  annihilation  of  the 
very  Indians  whose  rights  they  had  been 
protecting  on  the  west  side ! 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Black 
Hawk  war  and  the  negotiations  of  the  treaty 
in  September,  1832,  by  which  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  ceded  the  tract  known  as  the  “  Black 
Hawk  Purchase,”  the  settlers,  supposing 
that  now  they  had  a  right  to  re-enter  the 
territory,  returned  and  took  possession  of 
their  claims,  built  cabins,  erected  furnaces 
and  prepared  large  quantities  of  lead  for 
market.  But  the  prospects  of  the  hardy 
and  enterprising  settlers  and  miners  were 


again 

o 


ruthlessly  interfered  with  by  the 
Government,  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty 
with  the  Indians  would  not  go  into  force 
until  June  1,  1833,  although  they  had  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  vicinity  of  the  settlement. 
Colonel  Taylor  was  again  ordered  by  the 
War  Department  to  remove  the  miners, 
and  in  January,  1833,  troops  were  again 
sent  from  Prairie  du  Chien  to  Dubuque  for 
that  purpose.  This  was  a  serious  and  per¬ 
haps  unnecessary  hardship  imposed  upon 
the  miners.  They  were  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  their  cabins  and  homes  in  mid-winter. 
This,  too,  was  only  out  of  respect  for  forms; 
for  the  purchase  had  been  made,  and  the 
Indians  had  retired.  After  the  lapse  of 
fifty  years,  no  very  satisfactory  reason  for 
this  rigorous  action  of  the  Government  can 
be  given.  But  the  orders  had  been  given, 
and  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  obey. 
Manv  of  the  settlers  re-crossed  the  river, 
and  did  not  return ;  a  few,  however,  re¬ 
moved  to  an  island  near  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  built  rude  cabins  of  poles,  in 
which  to  store  their  lead  until  spring,  when 
they  could  float  the  fruits  of  their  labor  to 
St.  Louis  for  sale,  and  where  they  could  re¬ 
main  until  the  treaty  went  into  force,  when 
they  could  return.  Among  these  were  the 
Langworthy  brothers,  who  had  on  hand 
about  300,000  pounds  of  lead. 

No  sooner  had  the  miners  left  than  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Covington,  who  had  been  placed  in 
command  at  Dubuque  by  Colonel  Taylor, 
ordered  some  of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers  to 
be  torn  down,  and  wagons  and  other  prop¬ 
erty  to  be  destroyed.  This  wanton  and 
inexcusable  action  on  the  part  of  a  subordi¬ 
nate,  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority, 

/ 

was  sternly  rebuked  by  Colonel  Taylor,  and 
Covington  was  superseded  by  Lieutenant 
George  Wilson,  who  pursued  a  just  and 
friendly  course  with  the  pioneers,  that  were 
only  waiting  for  the  time  when  they  could 
repossess  their  claims. 

The  treaty  went  formally  into  effect  June, 
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1833,  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
Langworthy  brothers  and  a  few  others  at 
once  returned  and  resumed  possession  of 
their  homes  and  claims.  From  this  time 
must  date  the  first  permanent  settlement  of 
this  portion  of  Iowa.  John  P.  Sheldon  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  mines  by 
the  Government,  and  a  system  of  permits 
to  miners  and  licenses  to  smelters  was 
adopted,  similar  to  that  which  had  been 
in  operation  at  Galena  since  1825,  under 
Lieutenant  Martin  Thomas  and  Captain 
Thomas  C.  Legate.  Substantially  the  primi¬ 
tive  law  enacted  by  the  miners  assembled 
around  that  old  cottonwood  drift  log  in 
1830,  was  adopted  and  enforced  by  the 
United  States  Government,  except  that 
miners  were  required  to  sell  their  mineral 
to  licensed  smelters,  and  the  smelter  was 
required  to  give  bonds  for  the  payment  of 
6  per  cent,  of  all  lead  manufactured  to  the 
Government 

About  500  people  arrived  in  the  mining 
district  in  1833,  after  the  Indian  title  was 
fully  extinguished,  of  whom  150  were  from 
Galena.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Langworthy 
assisted  in  building  the  first  school- house  in 
Iowa,  and  thus  was  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  populous  and  thriving  city  of  Dubuque. 
Mr.  Langworthy  lived  to  see  the  naked 
prairie  on  which  he  first  settled  become  the 
site  of  a  city  of  15,000  inhabitants,  the  small 
school-house  which  he  aided  in  construct¬ 
ing  replaced  by  three  substantial  edifices, 
wherein  2,000  children  were  being  trained, 
churches  erected  in  every  part  of  the  city, 
and  railroads  connecting  the  wilderness 
which  he  first  explored  with  all  the  eastern 
world.  He  died  suddenly  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1865,  while  on  a  trip  over  the  Du¬ 
buque  &  Southern  Railroad,  at  Monticello, 
and  the  evening  train  brought  the  news  of 
his  death  and  his  remains. 

Lucius  H.  Langworthy,  his  brother,  was 
one  of  the  most  worthy,  gifted  and  influ¬ 
ential  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  section  of 


Iowa.  He  died  greatly  lamented  by  many 
friends,  in  June,  1865. 

The  name  Dubuque  was  given  to  the 
settlement  by  the  miners,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  1834. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk 
war  in  1832,  Zachariah  Hawkins,  Benjamin 
Jennings,  Aaron  White,  Augustine  Horton, 
Samuel  Gooch,  Daniel  Thompson  and  Peter 
Williams  made  claims  at  Fort  Madison.  In 
1 83 3  General  John  H.  Knapp  and  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Knapp  purchased  these  claims, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1835  they  laid  out  the 
town  of  “  Fort  Madison.”  Lots  were  ex¬ 
posed  for  sale  early  in  1836.  The  town  was 
subsequently  re-surveyed  and  platted  by 
the  United  States  Government.  The  popu¬ 
lation  rapidly  increased,  and  in  less  than 
two  years  the  beautiful  location  was  cov¬ 
ered  by  a  flourishing  town,  containing 
nearly  600  inhabitants,  with  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  enterprising  merchants,  mechan¬ 
ics  and  manufacturers. 

In  the  fall  of  1832  Simpson  S.  White 
erected  a  cabin  on  the  site  of  Burlington, 
seventy-nine  miles  below  Rock  Island. 
During  the  war  parties  had  looked  long¬ 
ingly  upon  the  “Flint  Hills”  from  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  river,  and  White  was 
soon  followed  by  others.  David  Tothers 
made  a  claim  on  the  prairie  about  three 
miles  back  from  the  river,  at  a  place  since 
known  as  the  farm  of  Judge  Morgan.  The 
following  winter  the  settlers  were  driven 
off  by  the  military  from  Rock  Island,  as 
intruders  upon  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 
White’s  cabin  was  burned  by  the  soldiers. 
He  returned  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
during  the  winter,  and  in  the  following 
summer,  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  was  ex¬ 
tinguished,  returned  and  rebuilt  his  cabin. 
White  was  joined  by  his  brother-in-law, 
Doolittle,  and  they  laid  out  the  town  of 
Burlington  in  1834,  on  a  beautiful  area  of 
sloping  eminences  and  gentle  declivities, 
enclosed  within  a  natural  amphitheater 
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formed  by  the  surrounding  hills,  which 
were  crowned  with  luxuriant  forests  and 
presented  the  most  picturesque  scenery. 
The  same  autumn  witnessed  the  opening  of 
the  first  dry -goods  stores  by  Dr.  VV.  R.  Ross 
and  Major  Jeremiah  Smith,  each  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  Western  merchandise.  Such 
was  the  beginning  of  Burlington,  which  in 
less  than  four  years  became  the  seat,  of 
government  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  in  three  years  more  contained  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  1,400  persons. 

Immediately  after  the  treaty  with  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  in  September,  1832,  Colonel 
George  Davenport  made  the  first  claim  on 
the  site  of  the  present  thriving  city  of 
Davenport.  As  early  as  1827,  Colonel 
Davenport  had  established  a  flat-boat  ferry, 
which  ran  between  the  island  and  the  main 
shore  of  Iowa,  by  which  he  carried  on  a 
trade  with  the  Indians  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  In  1833  Captain  Benjamin  W.  Clark 
moved  from  Illinois,  and  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  town  of  Buffalo,  in  Scott  County, 
which  was  the  first  actual  settlement  within 
the  limits  of  that  county. 

The  first  settlers  of  Davenport  were  An¬ 
toine  Le  Claire,  Colonel  George  Davenport, 
Major  Thomas  Smith,  Major  William  Gor¬ 
don,  Philip  Hambough,  Alexander  W.  Mc¬ 
Gregor,  Levi  S.  Colton,  Captain  James  May 
and  others. 

A  settlement  was  made  in  Clayton  County 
in  the  spring  of  1832,  on  Turkey  River,  by 
Robert  Hatfield  and  William  W.  Way  man. 
No  further  settlement  was  made  in  this  part 
of  the  State  until  1836. 

The  first  settlers  of  Muscatine  County 
were  Benjamin  Nye,  John  Vanater  and  G. 
W.  Kasey,  all  of  whom  came  in  1834.  E. 
E.  Fay,  William  St,  John.  N.  Fullington, 
H.  Reece,  Jonas  Pettibone,  R.  P.  Lowe, 
Stephen  Whicher,  Abijah  Whitney,  J.  E. 
Fletcher,  W.  D.  Abernethy  and  Alexis 
Smith  were  also  early  settlers  of  Musca¬ 
tine. 


As  early  as  1824  a  French  trader  named 
Ilart  had  established  a  trading-post,  and 
built  a  cabin  on  the  bluffs  above  the  large 
spring  now  known  as  “  Mynster  Spring,” 
within  the  limits  of  the  present  city  of 
Council  Bluffs,  and  had  probably  been  there 
some  time,  as  the  post  was  known  to  the 
employes  of  the  American  Fur  Company 
as  “La  Cote  de  Hart,”  or  “  Hart’s  Bluff.” 
In  1827  an  agent  of  the  American  Fur 
Company,  Francis  Guittar,  with  others, 
encamped  in  the  timber  at  the  foot  of  the 
bluffs,  about  on  the  present  location  of 
Broadway,  and  afterward  settled  there.  In 
1839  a  block  house  was  built  on  the  bluff  in 
the  east  part  of  the  city.  The  Pottawat¬ 
omie  Indians  occupied  this  part  of  the 
State  until  1 846^7,  when  they  relinquished 
the  territory  and  removed  to  Kansas.  Billy 
Caldwell  was  then  principal  chief.  There 
were  no  white  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
State  except  Indian  traders,  until  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Mormons  under  the  lead  of  Brig¬ 
ham  Young.  These  people  on  their  way 
westward  halted  for  the  winter  of  i846-’7, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River, 
about  five  miles  above  Omaha,  at  a  place 
now  called  Florence.  Some  of  them  had 
reached  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  the 
spring  before  in  season  to  plant  a  crop.  In 
the  spring  of  1847  Brigham  Young  and  a 
portion  of  the  colony  pursued  their  journey 
to  Salt  Lake,  but  a  large  portion  of  them 
returned  to  the  Iowa  side  and  settled  mainly 
within  the  present  limits  of  Pottawatomie 
County.  The  principal  settlement  of  this 
strange  community  was  at  a  place  first 
called  “  Miller’s  Hollow,”  on  Indian  Creek, 
and  afterward  named  Kanesville,  in  honor 
of  Colonel  Thomas  L.  Kane,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  visited  them  soon  afterward. 
The  Mormon  settlement  extended  over 
the  county  and  into  neighboring  counties, 
wherever  timber  and  water  furnished  de¬ 
sirable  locations.  Orson  Hyde,  priest,  law¬ 
yer  and  editor,  was  installed  as  president 


k~. 

k»jk*> 

■4  >' 

kT.  k”» 
.... 

...... 

4  4 

k”  k»< 

44 

•ToT< 


44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

t  4 

44 

44 

k”ikV| 

44 

k”j  k». 

44 

44 

44 

44 

J® 

:♦$ 

44 

44 

k”<  k”. 

44 

kT<  k”i 
..... 

~4~d 

44 

kTikTi 

...... 

4  4 

^4l^d 

44 

...... 

...... 

<^4^d 

...... 

”jk”i 

44 

k”i  k^i 
...... 

...... 

k^«  k” 
...... 

k”j  k”i 

44 

44 

mm 

...... 

m  k^i 
...... 

mm 

...... 

mm 

44 

r4r4 

mm 

WV 

mm 

r4r4 

mm 

44 

44 

r4r4 

mm 
m  <^i 

44 

44 

m 

44 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

44 

i^ik^ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

44 

m  m 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

^4  ^d 

44 

mm 

44 

m  ^d 

44 

44 

m  m 

wv 

mm 


vv 

VV 

wv 

vv 

kT< 

vv 

kTi  iT< 

i^uTi 

44 

vv 

vv 

vTnTi 

vv 

vv 

kTikTi 

VV 

•4'a' 

VV 

»T/kT< 

vv 

kT<kT< 

vv 

V? 

vv 

vv 

vv 

kT<k~i 

vv 

vTliTi 

W 

kT<  k~i 

44 

k»4  kTJ 

V'f 

»T<vT4 

vv 

'4?V 

kT<  »,Ti 

vv 

W'4' 

V 

kv 

Wv 

w 

44 

vv 

V’4* 

k*ikT« 

vv 

vv 

«:♦: 

vy 

vTi 

yy 

kT< 

vw 

k*i 

yy 

yy 

yy 

kT« 

yy 

v^ikTi 

44 

yy 

k~i  kT< 

yy 

vv 

iTiiTi 

Vw 

v*  "i 

yy 

k*-r  iTi 

44 

44 

44 

*T>  ”4 

vv 

»Ti  k~i 

yy 

k”i  »Ti 

yy 

k*.ri 

vv 

kT(”i 
kV  kTi 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

:♦:>♦: 


HISTORY  OF  IOWA. 


133 


of  the  Quorum  of  Twelve,  and  all  that  part 
of  the  State  remained  under  Mormon  con¬ 
trol  for  several  years.  In  1847  they  raised 
a  battalion  numbering  500  men  for  the 
Mexican  war.  In  1848  Hyde  started  a 
paper  called  the  Frontier  Guardian,  at 
Kanesville.  In  1849,  after  many  of  the 
faithful  had  left  to  join  Brigham  Young  at 
Salt  Lake,  the  Mormons  in  this  section  of 
Iowa  numbered  6,552,  and  in  1850,  7,828; 
but  they  were  not  all  within  the  limits  of 
Pottawatomie  County.  This  county  was 
organized  in  1848,  all  the  first  officials  be¬ 
ing  Mormons.  In  1852  the  order  was  pro¬ 
mulgated  that  all  the  true  believers  should 
gather  together  at  Salt  Lake.  Gentiles 
flocked  in,  and  in  a  few  years  nearly  all 
the  first  settlers  were  gone. 

May  9,  1843,  Captain  James  Allen,  with 
a  small  detachment  of  troops  on  board  the 
steamer  lone,  arrived  at  the  site  of  the 
present  capital  of  the  State,  Des  Moines. 
This  was  the  first  steamer  to  ascend  the  Des 
Moines  River  to  this  point.  The  troops 
and  stores  were  landed  at  what  is  now  the 
foot  of  Court  avenue,  and  the  Captain  re¬ 
turned  in  the  steamer  to  Fort  Sanford  to 
arrange  for  bringing  up  more  soldiers  and 
supplies.  In  due  time  they  too  arrived, 
and  a  fort  was  built  near  the  mouth  of  Rac¬ 
coon  Fork,  at  its  confluence  with  the  Des 
Moines,  and  named  “Fort  Des  Moines.” 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  a  trad¬ 
ing-post  was  established  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  by  two  noted  Indian  traders 
named  Ewing,  from  Ohio.  Among  the 
first  settlers  in  this  part  of  Iowa  were  Ben¬ 
jamin  Bryant,  J.  B.  Scott,  James  Drake 
(gunsmith),  John  Sturtevant,  Robert  Kin- 
zie,  Alexander  Turner,  Peter  Newcomer 
and  others. 

PIONEER  LIFE. 

Most  of  the  early  settlers  of  Iowa  came 
from  older  States,  as  Pennsylvania,  New 
York  and  Ohio,  where  their  prospects  for 


even  a  competent  were  very  poor.  They 
found  those  States  good — to  emigrate  from. 
Their  entire  stock  of  furniture,  implements 
and  family  necessities  were  easily  stored 
in  one  wagon,  and  sometimes  a  cart  was 
their  only  vehicle. 

After  arriving  and  selecting  a  suitable 
location,  the  next  thing  to  do  was  to  build 
a  log  cabin,  a  description  of  which  may  be 
interesting  to  many  of  our  younger  readers, 
as  in  some  sections  these  old-time  struct¬ 
ures  are  no  more  to  be  seen.  Trees  of 
uniform  size  were  chosen  and  cut  into  logs 
of  the  desired  length,  generally  twelve  to 
fifteen  feet,  and  hauled  to  the  spot  selected 
for  the  future  dwelling.  On  an  appointed 
day  the  few  neighbors  who  were  available 
would  assemble  and  have  a  “  house-raising.” 
Each  end  of  every  log  was  saddled  and 
notched  so  that  they  would  lie  as  close  down 
as  possible;  the  next  day  the  proprietor, 
would  proceed  to  “  chink  ”  and  “  daub  ” 
the  cabin,  to  keep  out  the  rain,  wind  and 
cold.  The  house  had  to  be  re-daubed  ev¬ 
ery  fall,  as  the  rains  of  the  intervening  time 
would  wash  out  a  great  part  of  the  mortar. 
The  usual  height  of  the  house  was  seven  or 
eight  feet.  The  gables  were  formed  by 
shortening  the  logs  gradually  at  each  end 
of  the  building  near  the  top.  The  roof  was 
made  by  laying  very  straight  small  logs  or 
stout  poles  suitable  distances  apart,  and  on 
these  were  laid  the  clapboards,  somewhat 
like  shingling,  generally  about  two  and  a 
half  feet  to  the  weather.  These  clapboards 
were  fastened  to  their  place  by  “  weight- 
poles  ”  corresponding  in  place  with  the 
joists  just  described,  and  these  again  were 
held  in  their  place  by  “  runs  ”  or  “  knees  ” 
which  were  chunks  of  wood  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  inches  long  fitted  between  them 
near  the  ends.  Clapboards  were  made 
from  the  nicest  oaks  in  the  vicinity,  by 
chopping  or  sawing  them  into  four-foot 
blocks  and  riving  these  with  a  frow,  which 
was  a  simple  blade  fixed  at  right  angles  to 


44 

44 

kTi  iTi 

44 

44 

k'4' 

44 

44 

vv 

44 

44 

44 

44 

l^k 

44 

44 

kTi  kT. 

44 

kTjkTi 

44 

kTikTi 

vv 

kTi  kTi 

44 

kTik~i 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

vv 

k“i  kTi 

44 

wv 

1^1 

k»i  k^ 

vv 

vv 

l^lk^ 

»» 

»w 

vv 

I^ITi 

44 

kTi  kT« 

vw 

kTi  *Ti 

44 

44 

kT<  k”< 

wv 

k~4 

k”ikT< 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

k»i  kT. 

44 

kT(k»i 

44 

iTikTi 

44 

44 

*Tik” 

44 

k”/kTi 

44 

44 

k” 

44 

44 

k” 

44 

44 

44 

+4 

44 

4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4r4v 

k^>k™ 

vy 

kTi^< 

i^ik^ 

yy 

k»ik~i 

yy 

k^ii^r 

kTi<Ti 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k»> 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

yy 

yy 


kTi 

yy 

iTikTi 

yy 

4M 

WM 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 


m 

♦  ♦ 

m 

44 

*▼« 

.... 
»▼<  »▼« 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.  ..  < 

.... 

.... 

... 

vv 

4' 

...... 

k»jk^i 

.... 

4  k 
44 


*34 


HISTORY  OF  IOWA . 


|| 


V? 

k»/»T* 

44 

44 

44 


its  handles.  This  was  driven  into  the 
blocks  of  wood  by  a  mallet.  As  the  frow 
was  wrenched  down  through  the  wood, 
the  latter  was  turned  alternately  over  from 
side  to  side,  one  end  being  held  by  a  forked 
piece  of  timber. 

The  chimney  to  the  Western  pioneer’s 
cabin  was  made  by  leaving  in  the  original 
building  a  large  open  place  in  one  wall,  or 
by  cutting  one  after  the  structure  was  up, 
and  by  building  on  the  outside,  from  the 
ground  up,  a  stone  column,  or  a  column  of 
sticks  and  mud>  the  sticks  being  laid  up 
cob  house  fashion.  The  fire-place  thus  made 
was  often  large  enough  to  receive  fire-wood 
six  to  eight  feet  long.  Sometimes  this 
wood,  especially  the  “  back-log,”  would  be 
nearly  as  large  as  a  saw-log.  The  more 
rapidly  the  pioneer  could  burn  up  the  wood 
in  his  vicinity  the  sooner  he  had  his  little 
farm  cleared  and  ready  for  cultivation. 
For  a  window,  a  piece  about  two  feet  long 
was  cut  out  of  one  of  the  wall  logs,  and  the 
hole  closed,  sometimes  by  glass  but  gener¬ 
ally  with  greased  paper.  Even  greased  deer- 
hide  was  sometimes  used.  A  doorway  was 
cut  through  one  of  the  walls  if  a  saw  was  to 
be  had;  otherwise  the  door  would  be  left 
by  shortened  logs  in  the  original  building. 
The  door  was  made  by  pinning  clapboards 
to  two  or  three  wood  bars,  and  was  hung 
upon  wooden  hinges.  A  wooden  latch, 
with  catch,  then  finished  the  door,  and  the 
latch  was  raised  by  any  one  on  the  outside 
by  pulling  a  leather  string.  For  security 
at  night  this  latch-string  was  drawn  in,  but 
for  friends  and  neighbors,  and  even  stran¬ 
gers,  the  “  latch-string  was  always  hanging 
out,”  as  a  welcome.  In  the  interior  over 
the  fire-place  would  be  a  shelf  called  “  the 
mantel,”  on  which  stood  a  candlestick  or 
lamp,  some  cooking  and  table  ware,  possi¬ 
bly  an  old  clock,  and  other  articles;  in  the 
fire-place  would  be  the  crane,  sometimes  of 
iron,  sometimes  of  wood;  on  it  the  pots  were 
hung  for  cooking;  over  the  door,  in  forked 


cleats,  hung  the  evcr-trustful  rifle  and  pow¬ 
der-horn;  in  one  corner  stood  the  larger  bed 
for  the  “  old  folks,”  and  under  it  the 
trundle-bed  for  the  children;  in  another 
stood  the  old-fashioned  spinning-wheel, 
with  a  smaller  one  by  its  side;  in  another  the 
heavy  table,  the  only  table,  of  course,  there 
was  in  the  house;  in  the  remaining  was  a 
rude  cupboard  holding  the  tableware, 
which  consisted  of  a  few  cups  and  saucers, 
and  blue-edged  plates,  standing  singly  on 
their  edges  against  the  back,  to  make  the 
display  of  table-furniture  more  conspicu¬ 
ous;  while  around  the  room  were  scattered 
a  few  splint-bottom  or  Windsor  chairs,  and 
two  or  three  stools. 

These  simple  cabins  were  inhabited  by  a 
kind  and  true-hearted  people.  They  were 
strangers  to  mock  modesty,  and  the  traveler 
seeking  lodging  for  the  night,  or  desirous 
of  spending  a  few  days  in  the  community, 
if  willing  to  accept  the  rude  offering,  was 
always  welcome,  although  how  they  were 
disposed  of  at  night  the  reader  might  not 
easily  imagine;  for,  as  described,  a  single 
room  was  made  to  answer  for  kitchen, 
dining-room,  sitting-room,  bed-room  and 
parlor,  and  many  families  consisted  of  six 
or  eight  members. 

The  bed  was  very  often  made  by  fixing  a 
post  in  the  floor  about  six  feet  from  one 
wail  and  four  feet  from  the  adjoining  wall, 
and  fastening  a  stick  to  this  post  about 
two  feet  above  the  floor,  on  each  of  two 
sides,  so  that  the  other  end  of  each  of  the 
two  sticks  could  be  fastened  in  the  oppo¬ 
site  wall;  clapboards  were  laid  across  these, 
and  thus  the  bed  was  made  complete. 
Guests  were  given  this  bed,  while  the  fam¬ 
ily  disposed  of  themselves  in  another  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  room  or  in  the  loft.  When 
several  guests  were  ou  hand  at  once  they 
were  sometimes  kept  over  night  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner:  When  bedtime  came  the 
men  were  requested  to  step  out  of  doors 
while  the  women  spread  out  a  broad  bed 
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upon  the  mid  floor,  and  put  themselves 
to  bed  in  the  center;  the  signal  was  given, 
and  the  men  came  in  and  each  husband  took 
his  place  in  bed  next  his  own  wife,  and 
single  men  outside  beyond  them  again. 
They  were  generally  so  crowded  that  they 
had  to  lie  “spoon”  fashion,  and  whenever 
anyone  wished  to  turn  over  he  would  say 
“spoon,”  and  the  whole  company  of  sleep¬ 
ers  would  turn  over  at  once.  This  was  the 
only  way  they  could  all  keep  in  bed. 

To  witness  the  various  processes  of  cook¬ 
ing  in  those  days  would  alike  surprise  and 
amuse  those  who  have  grown  up  since 
cooking  stoves  and  ranges  came  into  use. 
Kettles  were  hung  over  the  large  fire,  sus¬ 
pended  with  pot-hooks,  iron  or  wooden, 
on  the  crane,  or  on  poles,  one  end  of  which 
would  rest  upon  a  chain.  The  long-hand¬ 
led  frying  pan  was  used  for  cooking  meat. 
It  was  either  held  over  the  blaze  by  hand 
or  set  down  upon  coals  drawn  out  upon 
the  hearth.  This  pan  was  also  used  for 
baking  pancakes,  also  call  flapjacks,  batter- 
cakes,  etc.  A  better  article  for  this,  how¬ 
ever,  was  the  cast-iron  spider,  or  Dutch 
skillet.  The  best  thing  for  baking  bread 
in  those  days,  and  possibly  even  in  these 
latter  days,  was  the  flat-bottomed  bake 
kettle,  of  greater  depth,  with  closely  fitting 
cast-iron  cover,  and  commonly  known  as  the 
||  Dutch  oven.  With  coals  over  and  under  it, 
bread  and  biscuits  would  be  quickly  and 
**  nicely  baked.  Turkey  and  spare-ribs  were 
sometimes  roasted  before  the  fire,  sus¬ 
pended  by  a  string,  a  dish  being  placed 
underneath  to  catch  the  drippings. 

Hominy  and  samp  were  very  much  used. 
The  hominy,  however,  was  generally  hulled 
corn — boiled  corn  from  which  the  hull  or 
bran  had  been  taken  by  hot  lye,  hence 
sometimes  called  lye  hominy.  True  hom¬ 
iny  and  samp  were  made  of  pounded  corn. 
A  popular  method  of  making  this,  as  well 
as  real  meal  for  bread,  was  to  cut  out  or 
burn  a  large  hole  in  the  top  of  a  huge 
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stump,  in  the  shape  of  a  mortar,  and  pound¬ 
ing  the  corn  in  this  by  a  maul  or  beetle 
suspended  by  a  swing  pole  like  a  well- 
sweep.  This  and  the  wellsweep  consisted 
of  a  pole  twenty  to  thirty  feet  long  fixed  in 
an  upright  fork  so  that  it  could  be  worked 
“  teeter  ”  fashion.  It  was  a  rapid  and  sim¬ 
ple  way  of  drawing  water.  When  the  samp 
was  sufficiently  pounded  it  was  taken 
out,  the  bran  floated  off,  and  the  delicious 
grain  boiled  like  rice. 

The  chief  articles  of  diet  in  an  early  day 
were  corn  bread,  hominy  or  samp,  venison, 
pork,  honey,  pumpkin  (dried  pumpkin  for 
more  than  half  the  year),  turkey,  prairie 
chicken,  squirrel  and  some  other  game, 
with  a  few  additional  vegetables  a  portion 
of  the  year.  Wheat  bread,  tea,  coffee  and 
fruit  were  luxuries  not  to  be  indulged  in 
except  on  special  occasions,  as  when  visit¬ 
ors  were  present. 

Besides  cooking  in  the  manner  described, 
the  women  had  many  other  arduous  duties 
to  perform,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  was 
spinning.  The  big  wheel  was  used  for 
spinning  yarn  and  the  little  wheel  for  spin¬ 
ning  flax.  These. stringed  instruments  fur¬ 
nished  the  principal  music  for  the  family, 
and  were  operated  by  our  mothers  and 
grandmothers  with  great  skill,  attained 
without  pecuniary  expense,  and  with  far 
less  practice  than  is  necessary  for  the  girls 
of  our  period  to  acquire  a  skillful  use  of 
their  costly  and  elegant  instruments.  But 
those  wheels,  indispensable  a  few  years  ago, 
are  all  now  superseded  by  the  mighty  fac¬ 
tories  which  overspread  the  country,  fur¬ 
nishing  cloth  of  all  kinds  at  an  expense  ten 
times  less  than  would  be  incurred  now  by 
the  old  system. 

The  traveler  always  found  a  welcome  at 
the  pioneer’s  cabin.  It  was  never  full. 
Although  there  might  be  already  a  guest 
for  every  puncheon,  there  was  still  “  room 
for  one  more,”  and  a  wider  circle  would  be 
made  for  the  new-comer  at  the  big  fire.  If 
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the  stranger  was  in  search  of  land,  he  was 
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unteer  to  show  him  all  the  “  first  rate  claims 
in  this  neck  of  the  woods,”  gffing  with  him 
for  days,  showing  the  corners  and  advan¬ 
tages  of  every  “  Congress  tract  ”  within  a 
dozen  miles  of  his  own  cabin. 

To  his  neighbors  the  pioneer  was  equally 
liberal.  If  a  deer  was  killed,  the  choicest 
bits  were  sent  to  his  nearest  neighbor,  a 
half-dozen  miles  away  perhaps.  When  a 
pig  was  butchered,  the  same  custom  pre¬ 
vailed.  If  a  new-comer  came  in  too  late 
for  “  cropping,”  the  neighbors  would  sup¬ 
ply  his  table  with  just  the  same  luxuries 
they  themselves  enjoyed,  and  in  as  liberal 
quantity,  until  a  crop  could  be  raised. 
When  a  new-comer  had  located  his  claim, 
the  neighbors  for  miles  around  would 
assemble  at  the  site  of  the  proposed  cabin, 
and  aid  himin  “  gittin  ”  it  up.  One  party 
with  axes  would  cut  down  the  trees  and 
hew  the  logs;  another  with  teams  would 
haul  the  logs  to  the  ground;  another  party 
would  “  raise  ”  the  cabin;  while  several 
of  the  old  men  would  rive  the  clap-boards 
for  the  roof.  By  night  the  little  forest 
domicile  would  be  up  and  ready  for  a 
“  house-warming,”  which  was  the  dedica¬ 
tory  occupation  of  the  house,  when  music 
and  dancing  and  festivity  would  be  enjoyed 
at  full  height.  The  next  day  the  new-comer 
would  be  as  well  situated  as  his  neighbors. 

An  instance  of  primitive  hospitable  man¬ 
ners  will  be  in  place  here.  A  traveling 
Methodist  preacher  arrived  in  a  distant 
neighborhood  to  fill  an  appointment.  The 
house  where  services  were  to  be  held  did  not 
belong  to  a  church  member,  but  no  matter 
for  that.  Boards  were  collected  from  all 
quarters  with  which  to  make  temporary 
seats,  one  of  the  neighbors  volunteering  to 
lead  off  in  the  work,  while  the  man  of  the 
house,  with  the  faithful  rifle  on  his  shoulder, 
sallied  forth  in  quest  of  meat,  for  this  truly 
was  a  “  ground  hog  ”  case,  the  preacher 


vv 


coming  and  no  meat  in  the  house.  The 
host  ceased  not  to  chase  until  he  found  the 
meat,  in  the  shape  of  a  deer;  returning  he 
sent  a  boy  out  after  it,  with  directions  on 
what  “  pint  ”  to  find  it.  After  services, 
which  had  been  listened  to  with  rapt  atten¬ 
tion  by  all  the  audience,  mine  host  said  to 
his  wife,  “Old  woman,  I  reckon  this ’ere 
preacher  is  pretty  hungry  and  you  must 
git  him  a  bite  to  eat.”  “  What  shall  I  get 
him?”  asked  the  wife,  who  had  not  seen 
the  deer,  “  thar’s  nuthen  in  the  house  to 
eat.”  “  Why,  look  thar,”  returned  he, 

“  thar’s  a  deer,  and  thar’s  plenty  of  corn  in 
the  field;  you  git  some  corn  and  grate  it 
while  I  skin  the  deer,  and  we’ll  have  a 
good  supper  for  him.”  It  is  needless  to  add 
that  venison  and  corn  bread  made  a  sup- 
per  fit  for  any  pioneer  preacher,  and  was 
thankfully  eaten.  vv 

Fires  set  out  by  Indians  or  settlers  some¬ 
times  purposely  and  sometimes  permitted 
through  carelessness,  would  visit  the  prai¬ 
rie  every  autumn,  and  sometimes  the  for¬ 
ests,  either  in  autumn  or  spring,  and  settlers 
could  not  always  succeed  in  defending 
themselves  against  the  destroying  element. 

Many  interesting  incidents  are  related. 

Often  a  fire  was  started  to  bewilder  game, 
or  to  bare  a  piece  of  ground  for  the  early 
grazing  of  stock  the  ensuing  spring,  and  it 
would  get  away  under  a  wind  and  soon 
be  beyond  control.  Violent  winds  would 
often  arise  and  drive  the  flames  with  such 

vv 

rapidity  that  riders  on  the  fleetest  steeds 
could  scarcely  escape.  On  the  approach 
of  a  prairie  fire  the  farmer  would  immedi¬ 
ately  set  about  “cutting  off  supplies”  for 
the  devouring  enemy  by  a  “  back  fire.” 

Thus  by  starting  a  small  fire  near  the  bare  >>< 


under  control  next  his  property,  he  would 
burn  off  a  strip  around  him  and  prevent  the 
attack  of  the  on-coming  flames.  A  few 
furrows  or  a  ditch  around  the  farm  were 
in  some  degrees  a  protection. 
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An  original  prairie  of  tall  and  exuberant 
grass  on  fire,  especially  at  night,  was  a  mag¬ 


nificent  spectacle,  enjoyed  only  by  the 
pioneer.  Here  is  an  instance  where  the 
frontiersman,  proverbially  deprived  of  the 
sights  and  pleasures  of  an  old  community, 
is  privileged  far  beyond  the  people  of  the 
present  day  in  this  country.  One  could 
scarcely  tire  of  beholding  the  scene,  as  its 
awe-inspiring  features  seemed  constantly  to 
increase,  and  the  whole  panorama  unceas¬ 
ingly  changed  like  the  dissolving  views  of 
a  magic  lantern,  or  like  the  aurora  borealis. 
Language  cannot  convey,  words  cannot 
express,  the  faintest  idea  of  the  splendor 
and  grandeur  of  such  a  conflagration  at 
night.  It  was  as  if  the  pale  queen  of  night, 
disdaining  to  take  her  accustomed  place  in 
the  heavens,  had  dispatched  myriads  upon 
myriads  of  . messengers  to  light  their  torches 
at  the  altar  of  the  setting  sun  until  all  had 
flashed  into  one  long  and  continuous  blaze. 
One  instance  has  been  described  as  follows: 

“  Soon  the  fires  began  to  kindle  wider 
and  rise  higher  from  the  long  grass;  the 
gentle  breeze  increased  to  stronger  currents, 
and  soon  formed  the  small,  flickering  blaze 
into  fierce  torrent  flames,  which  curled  up 
and  leaped  along  in  resistless  splendor;  and 
like  quickly  raising  the  dark  curtain  from 
the  luminous  stage,  the  scenes  before  me 
were  suddenly  changed,  as  if  by  a  magi¬ 
cian’s  wand,  into  one  boundless  amphithea¬ 


ter,  blazing  from  earth  to  heaven  and 


sweeping  the  horizon  round, — columns  of 
lurid  flames  sportively  mounting  up  to  the 
zenith,  and  dark  clouds  of  crimson  smoke 
curling  away  and  aloft  till  they  nearly  ob¬ 
scured  stars  and  moon,  while  the  rushing, 
crashing  sounds,  like  roaring  cataracts, 
mingled  with  distant  thunders,  were  almost 
deafening;  danger,  death,  glared  all  around; 
it  screamed  for  victims;  yet,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  imminent  peril  of  prairie  fires,  one 
is  loth,  irresolute,  almost  unable  to  with¬ 
draw  or  seek  refuge. 


LOUISIANA  TERRITORY. 

As  before  mentioned,  although  De  Soto, 
a  Spaniard,  first  took  possession  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Valley  for  his  Government,  Spain 
did  not  establish  her  title  to  it  by  following 
up  the  proclamation  with  immediate  settle¬ 
ments,  and  the  country  fell  into  the  hands 
of  France,  by  whose  agent  it  was  named 
“  Louisiana.” 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  France  ceded 
to  England  her  possessions  in  Hudson’s 
Bay,  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia,  but 
retained  Canada  and  Louisiana.  In  1711 
this  province  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
governor-general,  with  headquarters  at 
Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  a  new 
policy  for  the  settlement  and  development 
of  the  country.  The  very  next  year  ano¬ 
ther  change  was  made,  placing  all  this  ter¬ 
ritory  in  the  hands  of  Anthony  Crozat,  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  Paris,  but  this  scheme 
also  failed,  as  Spain  continued  to  obstruct 
the  efforts  of  any  Frenchman  to  establish 
trade,  by  closing  the  ports  against  him.  In 
1717  John  Law  appeared  on  the  scene  with 
his  famous  “  Mississippi  Company,”  as  the 
Louisiana  branch  of  the  Bank  of  France; 
and  as  his  roseate  scheme  promised  to  do 
much  in  raising  crippled  France  upon  a 
surer  footing,  extended  powers  and  privi¬ 
leges  were  granted  him.  He  was  to  be 
practically  a  viceroy,  and  the  life  of  his 
charter  was  fixed  at  twenty -five  years.  But 
in  1720,  when  the  “  Mississippi  bubble  ”  was 
at  the  height  of  its  splendor,  it  suddenly 
collapsed,  leaving  the  mother  country  in  a 
far  worse  condition  than  before. 

Heretofore  Louisiana  had  been  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  dependence,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Governor-General  of  Canada.  Early 
in  1723  the  province  of  Louisiana  was 
erected  into  an  independent  Government, 
and  it  was  divided  into  nine  districts,  for 
civil  and  military  purposes. 

Characteristic  of  human  nature,  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  more  excited  with  prospects  of 
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finding  enormous  wealth  ready  at  hand,  if 
they  should  continue  to  scour  the  country, 
which  they  did  in  places  as  far  west  as  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  to  the  neglect  of  their 
agricultural  and  domestic  interests.  A  habit 
of  roaming  became  fixed.  At  the  same  time 
their  exposed  condition  was  a  constant 
temptation  to  Indian  rapine,  and  the  Nat¬ 
chez  tribe  in  1723  made  a  general  assault 
upon  the  whites.  At  first  they  were  re¬ 
pulsed,  but  about  five  years  afterward, 
aided  by  the  Chickasaws  and  others,  they 
fell  upon  the  French  village  of  St.  Catha¬ 
rine  and  massacred  the  whole  male  popu¬ 
lation.  Two  soldiers,  who  happened  to  be 
in  the  woods,  alone  escaped  to  New  Or¬ 
leans,  to  bear  the  news.  The  colonies  on 
the  Yazoo  and  the  Washita  suffered  the 
same  fate.  Maddened  by  these  outrages, 
the  whites  turned  upon  the  Natchez  and  in 
the  course  of  three  years  exterminated 
them.  They  were  probably  the  most  in¬ 
telligent  tribe  of  Indians  north  of  Mexico. 

During  the  fifteen  years  from  1717  to 
1732  the  province  increased  in  population 
from  700  to  5,000,  and  in  prosperity  to  a 
wonderful  degree.  It  remained  under  royal 
governors  until  1764,  the  end  of  the  French 
dominion.  Most  of  this  time  the  Indians 
were  troublesome,  and  in  1754  began  the 
long  “French  and  Indian  war”  with  Eng¬ 
land,  which  resulted  in  favor  of  the  latter, 
that  Government  obtaining  all  of  New 
France,  Canada,  and  the  eastern  half  of 
Louisiana.  Thi^  province  did  not  suffer 
bv  being  the  scene  of  battle,  but  did  suffer 
a  gfreat  deal  from  a  flood  of  irredeemable 
paper  money.  In  the  meantime  the  western 
portion,  or  residue,  of  this  province  was 
secretly  promised  to  Spain ;  but  before 
either  of  the  foreign  powers  had  opportu¬ 
nity  to  rejoice  long  in  their  western  posses¬ 
sions,  a  new  power  on  earth,  the  United 
States,  took  independent  possession  of  all 
the  country  except  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
which  it  has  maintained  ever  since.  During 


the  seventy  years  of  French  control  the 
province  of  Louisiana  increased  in  popula¬ 
tion  from  a  few  destitute  fishermen  to  a 
flourishing  colony  of  13,540. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  started  in  1764. 

Don  O’Reilly,  the  new  Governor  of  Loui¬ 
siana  in  1764,  ruled  with  a  despotic  hand, 
yet  for  the  general  advantage  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  His  successor,  Don  Antonio  Maria 
Bucarelly,  was  mild,  and  he  was  succeeded 
January  1,  1777,  by  Don  Bernard  de  Gal¬ 
vez,  who  was  the  last  Governor.  lie  sym¬ 
pathized  with  American  independence.  The 
British,  with  140  troops  and  1,400  Indians, 
invaded  Upper  Louisiana  from  the  north 
by  way  of  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw,  and  in¬ 
vested  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  1780,  but 
were  driven  off.  When  the  Indians  saw 
that  they  were  led  to  fight  “  Americans”  as 
well  as  Spaniards,  they  found  that  they  had 
been  deceived,  and  withdrew  from  the 
British  army,  and  thus  General  George  R. 
Clark,  in  behalf  of  the  Americans,  easily 
defended  St.  Louis,  and  also  all  the  new 
settlements  in  this  western  country. 

After  the  Revolutionary  war  the  country 
began  again  to  prosper.  Governor  Galvez, 
by  a  census,  ascertained  that  Louisiana  had 
in  1785  a  population  of  about  33,000,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  Indians. 

In  the  summer  of  the  latter  year  Don 
Estavan  Miro  became  Governor  pro  tein.oi 
the  Spanish  possessions  in  this  country,  and 
was  afterward  confirmed  as  such  by  the 
king.  During  his  administration  a  vain 
attempt  was  made  by  the  Catholics  to 
establish  the  inquisition  at  New  Orleans. 
He  was  succeeded  in  1792  by  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  and  during  his  term  the  Spanish 
colonies  grew  so  rapidly  that  their  Govern¬ 
ment  became  jealous  of  the  United  States 
and  sought  to  exclude  all  interference  from 
them  in  domestic  affairs  ;  but  all  efforts  in 
this  direction  were  ended  in  1795  by  the 
treaty  of  Madrid,  which,  after  some  delay 
and  trouble,  was  fully  carried  out  in  1798. 
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Under  the  leadership  of  Livingston  and 
Monroe,  the  United  States  Government, 
after  various  propositions  had  been  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  respective  powers,  succeeded 
in  effecting,  in  1803,  a  purchase  of  the  whole 
of  Louisiana  from  France  for  $11,250,000, 
and  all  this  country  west  of  the  great  river 
consisted  of  the  “Territory  of  Orleans” 
(now  the  State  of  Louisiana)  and  the  “  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Louisiana  ”  (now  the  States  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Missouri  and  Iowa,  and  westward 
indefinitely).  The  latter  was  annexed  to  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  for  one  year,  and  in 
1805  it  was  erected  into  a  separate  Terri¬ 
tory,  of  the  second  class,  the  legislative 
power  being  vested  in  the  Governor  and 
judges.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  it  was 
made  a  Territory  of  the  first  class,  under 
the  name  of  the  “Territory  of  Louisiana,” 
the  Government  being  administered  by  the 
Governor  and  judges.  The  first  Governor 
wasjames  Wilkinson,  and  he  was  succeeded 
near  the  close  of  1806  by  Colonel  Meri- 
weather  Lewis,  the  seat  of  Government  be¬ 
ing  at  St.  Louis;  and  during  his  adminis¬ 
tration  the  Territory  was  divided  into  six 
judicial  districts  or  large  counties — St. 
Charles,  St.  Louis,  St.  Genevieve,  Cape 
Girardeau,  New  Madrid  and  Arkansas.  In 
1810  the  population  of  Louisiana  Territory 
was  21,000,  five-sevenths  of  whom  were  in 
Arkansas. 

In  1812  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Union,  and  then  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  change  the  name  of 
the  Territory.  It  was  accordingly  given 
the  name  of  “  Missouri  Territory,”  which  it 
retained  until  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  in  1821. 

IOWA  TERRITORY. 

Although  the  “  Northwestern  Territory” 
— carved  out  of  Virginia  and  now  divided 
into  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin — never  included 

Iowa,  this  State  was  in  1834  incorporated 

12 


into  the  “  Territory  of  Michigan,”  and  thus 
became  subject  to  the  ordinance  of  1787; 
and  two  years  later  it  was  made  a  part  of 
“  Wisconsin  Territory,”  and  two  years  still 
later,  in  1838,  the  “Territory  of  Iowa” 
was  formed  independently,  with  sixteen 
counties  and  a  population  of  23,000. 

In  1833,  at  Dubuque,  a  postoffice  was 
established,  and  some  time  prior  to  1834 
one  or  two  justices  of  the  peace  had  been 
appointed.  In  1834  the  Territorial  Legis¬ 
lature  of  Michigan  created  two  counties 
west  of  the  Mississippi — Dubuque  and  Des 
Moines — separated  by  a  line  drawn  west¬ 
ward  from  the  foot  of  Rock  Island.  These 
counties  were  partially  organized.  John 
King  was  appointed  “  Chief  Justice”  of  Du¬ 
buque  County,  and  Isaac  Leffler,  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  of  Des  Moines  County.  Two 
associate  justices  in  each  county  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Governor.  In  October, 
1835,  General  George  W.  Jones,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress. 
April  20,  1836,  through  the  efforts  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Jones,  Congress  passed  a  bill  creating 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  went 
into  operation  July  4,  that  year.  Iowa  was 
then  included  in  that  Territory,  of  which 
General  Henry  Dodge  was  appointed  Gov¬ 
ernor.  The  census  of  1836  showed  a  popu¬ 
lation  in  Iowa  of  10,531,  of  which  6,257 
were  in  Des  Moines  County  and  4,274  in 
Dubuque  County. 

Ths  first  Legislature  assembled  at  Bel¬ 
mont,  Wisconsin,  October  25,  1836;  the 
second  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  November  9, 
1837  ;  and  the  third,  also  at  the  latter  place, 
June  1,  1838. 

As  early  as  1837  the  people  of  Iowa  be¬ 
gan  to  petition  Congress  for  a  separate 
Territorial  organization,  which  was  granted 
June  12  following.  Ex-Governor  Lucas,  of 
Ohio,  was  appointed  by  President  Van  Bu- 
ren  to  be  the  first  Governor  of  the  new 
Territory.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival 
he  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  election  of 
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members  of  the  first  Territorial  Legislature, 
to  take  place  September  10.  The  following 
were  elected  : 

Council . — Jesse  B.  Brown,  J.  Keith,  E. 
A.  M.  Swazey,  Arthur  Ingram,  Robert 
Ralston,  George  Hcpner,  Jesse  J.  Payne, 
D.  B.  Hughes,  James  M.  Clark,  Charles 
Whittlesey,  Jonathan  W.  Parker,  Warner 
Lewis,  Stephen  Hempstead. 

House. — Wm.  Patterson,-  Hawkins  Tay¬ 
lor,  Calvin  J.  Price,  James  Brierly,  James 
Hall,  Gideon  S.  Bailey,  Samuel  Parker, 
James  W.  Grimes,  George  Temple,  Van  B. 
Delashmutt,  Thomas  Blair,  George  H. 
Beeler,  Wm.  G.  Coop,  Wm.  H.  Wallace, 
Asbury  B.  Porter,  John  Frierson,  Wm.  L. 
Toole,  Levi  Thornton,  S.  C.  Hastings, 
Robert  G.  Roberts,  Laurel  Summers, 
Jabez  A.  Burchard,  Jr.,  Chauncey  Swan, 
Andrew  Bankson,  Thomas  Cox  and  Har¬ 
din  Nowlin. 

At  the  session  of  the  above  Legislature 
Wm.  W.  Chapman  was  elected  delegate 
to  Congress.  As  the  latter  body  had  given 
the  Governor  unlimited  veto  power,  and 
as  Governor  Lucas  was  disposed  to  exer¬ 
cise  it  arbitrarily,  the  independent  “  Hawk- 
eyes  ”  grew  impatient  under  his  administra¬ 
tion,  and,  after  having  a  stormy  session  for 
a  time,  they  had  Congress  to  limit  the  veto 
power.  Great  excitement  also  prevailed, 
both  in  the  Legislature  and  among  the 
people,  concerning  the  question  of  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  seat  of  Government  for  the 
State.  As  they  knew  nothing  concerning 
the  great  future  development  and  extent  of 
the  State,  they  had  no  correct  idea  where 
the  geographical  center  would  or  should 
be.  The  Black  Hawk  purchase,  which  was 
that  strip  of  land  next  the  Mississippi,  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  was  the 
full  extent  and  horizon  of  their  idea  of  the 
new  commonwealth.  Hence  they  thought 
first  only  of  Burlington  or  Mount  Pleasant 
as  the  capital.  Indeed,  at  that  time,  the 
Indians  had  possession  of  the  rest  of  Iowa. 


But  a  few  of  the  more  shrewd  foresaw 
that  a  more  central  location  would  soon  be 
further  to  the  north  at  least,  if  not  west, 
and  a  point  in  Johnson  County  was  ulti¬ 
mately  decided  upon. 

Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor,  selected  the  exact  site,  laid  out  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  land  into  a  town,  sold  lots  and 
proceeded  to  erect  the  public  buildings. 
The  capitol  was  commenced  in  1840  and 
Iowa  City  became  thenceforward  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  State.  The  fourth  Legislative 
Assembly  met  at  this  place  December  6, 
1841,  but  not  in  the  new  capitol  building, 
as  it  was  not  yet  ready.  Being  somewhat 
difficult  to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  the 
building  was  not  completed  for  several 
years.  The  early  Territorial  Legislatures 
of  Iowa  laid  the  foundation  for  a  very  just 
and  liberal  Government,  far  in  advance  of 
what  had  ever  been  done  before  by  any 
State. 

About  this  time  a  conflict  arose  between 
this  Territory  and  Missouri  concerning  the 
boundary  line  between  them.  There  was 
a  difference  of  a  strip  eight  or  ten  miles 
wide,  extending  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Missouri  rivers,  which  each  claimed.  Mis¬ 
souri  officers,  attempting  to  collect  taxes 
within  the  disputed  territory,  were  arrested 
and  confined  in  jail  by  Iowa  sheriffs,  and 
the  respective  Governors  called  out  the 
militia,  preparing  for  bloodshed.  About 
1,200  Iowa  men  enlisted,  and  500  were  act¬ 
ually  armed  and  encamped  in  Van  Buren 
County,  ready  to  defend  their  Territory, 
when  three  prominent  and  able  men  were 
sent  to  Missouri  as  envoys  plenipotentiary, 
to  effect,  if  possible,  a  peaceable  adjustment 
of  the  difficulty.  Upon  their  arrival,  they 
found  that  the  county  commissioners  of 
Clark  County,  Missouri,  had  rescinded  their 
order  for  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  and  that 
Governor  Boggs  had  dispatched  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  Governor  of  Iowa  proposing  to 
submit  an  agreed  case  to  the  Supreme 
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Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  boundary  question.  This  prop¬ 
osition  was  declined;  but  afterward,  upon 
petition  of  Iowa  and  Missouri,  Congress 
authorized  a  suit  to  settle  the  controversy. 
The  suit  was  duly  instituted,  and  resulted 
in  the  decision  that  Iowa  had  only  asserted 
“  the  truth  of  history,”  and  she  knew  where 
the  rapids  of  the  Des  Moines  River  were 
located.  Thus  ended  the  Missouri  war. 
“  There  was  much  good  sense,”  says  Hon. 
C.  C.  Nourse,  “  in  the  basis  upon  which 
peace  was  secured,  to- wit:  ‘  If  Missourians 
did  not  know  where  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  were  located,  that  was  no  suffi¬ 
cient  reason  for  killing  them  off  with  powder 
and  lead;  and  if  we  did  know  a  little  more  of 
history  and  geography  than  they  did  we 
ought  not  to  be  shot  for  our  learning.  We 
commend  our  mutual  forbearance  to  older 
and  greater  people.’  ”  Under  an  order 
from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  commissioners  surveyed  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  boundary.  The  expenses  of  the 
war,  on  the  part  of  Iowa,  were  never  paid, 
either  by  the  United  States  or  the  Territo¬ 
rial  Government. 


STATE  ORGANIZATION  AND 

HISTORY. 


SUBSEQUENT 


The  population  having  become,  by  the 
year  1844,  sufficient  to  justify  the  formation 
of  a  State  Government,  the  Territorial  Leg¬ 
islature  of  Iowa  passed  an  act,  approved 
February  12,  that  year,  submitting  to  the 
people  the  question  of  the  formation  of  a 
State  Constitution  and  providing  for  the 
election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be 
called  together  for  that  purpose.  The 
people  voted  upon  this  at  their  township 
elections  in  the  following  April,  giving  the 
measure  a  large  majority.  The  elected 
delegates  assembled  in  convention  at  Iowa 
City,  October  7,  1844,  and  completed  their 
work  by  November  1.  Hon.  Shepherd 
Leffler,  the  President  of  this  convention, 


was  instructed  to  transact  a  certified  copy 
of  the  proposed  Constitution  to  the  Dele¬ 
gate  in  Congress,  to  be  submitted  by  him 
to  that  body  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 
It  also  provided  that  it  should  be  submitted, 
together  with  any  conditions  or  changes 
that  might  be  made  by  Congress,  to  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  for  their  approval 
or  rejection,  at  the  township  election  in 
April,  1845. 

The  Constitution,  as  thus  prepared,  fixed 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  very  differently 
from  what  were  finally  agreed  upon. 

Ma}^  4,  1846,  a  second  convention  met  at 
Iowa  City,  and  on  the  1 8th  of  the  same 
month  another  Constitution,  prescribing  the 
boundaries  as  they  now  are,  was  adopted. 
This  was  accepted  by  the  people,  August 
3,  by  a  vote  of  9,492  to  9,036.  The  new 
Constitution  was  approved  by  Congress, 
and  Iowa  was  admitted  as  a  sovereign 
State  in  the  American  Union,  December 
28,  1846.  The  people  of  the  State,  antici¬ 
pating  favorable  action  by  Congress,  held 
an  election  for  State  officers  October  26 
which  resulted  in  Ansel  Briggs  being  de¬ 
clared  Governor;  Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State;  Joseph  T.  Fales,  Auditor; 
Morgan  Reno,  Treasurer;  and  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

The  act  of  Congress  which  admitted 
Iowa  gave  her  the  16th  section  of  every 
township  of  land  in  the  State,  or  its  equiv¬ 
alent,  for  the  support  of  schools;  also 
seventy-two  sections  of  land  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  university;  also  five  sections  of 
land  for  the  completion  of  her  public  build¬ 
ings;  also  the  salt  springs  within  her  limits, 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  with  sec¬ 
tions  of  land  adjoining  each;  also,  in  con¬ 
sideration  that  her  public  lands  should  be 
exempt  from  taxation  by  the  State,  she 
gave  to  the  State  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  within 
the  State.  Thus  provided  for  as  a  bride 
with  her  marriage  portion,  Iowa  com- 
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menced  “  housekeeping  ”  upon  her 
account. 

A  majority  of  the  Constitutional  Conven¬ 
tion  of  1846  were  of  the  Democratic  party; 
and  the  instrument  contains  some  of  the 
peculiar  tenets  of  the  party  at  that  day. 
All  banks  of  issue  were  prohibited  within 
the  State.  The  State  was  prohibited  from 
becoming  a  stockholder  in  any  corporation 
for  pecuniary  profit,  and  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  could  only  provide  for  private  cor¬ 
porations  by  general  statutes.  The  Consti¬ 
tution  also  limited  the  State’s  indebtedness 
to  $100,000.  It  required  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  to  provide  public  schools  through¬ 
out  the  State  for  at  least  three  months  in 
the  year.  Six  months’  previous  residence 

of  anv  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
•/ 

States  constituted  him  an  elector. 

At  the  time  of  organization  as  a  State, 
Iowa  had  a  population  of  1 16,65 1,  as  appears 
by  the  census  of  1847.  There  were  twenty- 
seven  organized  counties  in  the  State,  and 
the  settlements  were  rapidly  pushing  to¬ 
ward  the  Missouri  River. 

The  first  General  Assembly  was  com¬ 
posed  of  nineteen  Senators  and  forty  Rep¬ 
resentatives.  It  assembled  at  Iowa  City, 
November  30,1846,  about  a  month  before 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  most  important  business  transacted 
was  the  passage  of  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan 
of  $50,000  for  means  to  run  the  State  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  conventions.  The  great  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  session,  however,  was  the 
attempt  to  choose  United  States  Senators. 
The  Whigs  had  a  majority  of  two  in  the 
House,  and  the  Democrats  a  majority  of 
one  in  the  Senate.  After  repeated  attempts 
to  control  these  majorities  for  caucus  nom¬ 
inees  and  frequent  sessions  of  a  joint  con¬ 
vention  for  purposes  of  an  election,  the 
attempt  was  abandoned.  A  school  law  was 
passed  at  this  session  for  the  organization 
of  public  schools  in  the  State. 


At  the  first  session  also  arose  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  re-location  of  the  capital.  The 
western  boundary  of  the  State,  as  now 
determined,  left  Iowa  City  too  far  toward 
the  eastern  and  southern  boundary  of  the 
State;  this  was  conceded.  Congress  had 
appropriated  five  sections  of  land  for  the 
erection  of  public  buildings,  and  toward  the 
close  of  the  session  a  bill  was  introduced 
providing  for  the  re-location  of  the  seat  of 
Government,  involving  to  some  extent  the 
location  of  the  State  University,  which  had 
already  been  discussed.  This  bill  gave  rise 
to  much  discussion  and  parliamentary  ma¬ 
neuvering,  almost  purely  sectional  in  its 
character.  It  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  three  commissioners,  who  were  author¬ 
ized  to  make  a  location  as  near  the  geo¬ 
graphical  center  of  the  State  as  a  healthy 
and  eligible  site  could  be  obtained;  to  select 
the  five  sections  of  land  donated  by  Con¬ 
gress;  to  survey  and  plat  into  town  lots  not 
exceeding  one  section  of  the  land  so  se¬ 
lected,  etc.  Soon  after,  by  “  An  act  to 
locate  and  establish  a  State  University,” 
approved  February  25,  1847,  the  unfinished 
public  buildings  at  Iowa  City,  together 
with  ten  acres  of  land  on  which  thev  were 
situated,  were  granted  for  the  use  of  the 
University,  reserving  their  use,  however, 
by  the  General  Assembly  and  the  State 
officers,  until  other  provisions  were  made 
by  law. 

When  the  report  of  the  commissioners, 
showing  their  financial  operations,  had 
been  read  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  at  the  next  session,  and  while  it  was 
under  consideration,  an  indignant  member, 
afterward  known  as  the  eccentric  Judge 
McFarland,  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
select  committee  of  five,  with  instructions 
to  report  “  how  much  of  said  city  of  Mon¬ 
roe  was  under  water,  and  how  much  was 
burned.”  The  report  was  referred  with¬ 
out  the  instructions,  but  Monroe  City  never 
became  the  seat  of  Government.  By  an 
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act  approved  January  15,  1849,  the  law  by 
which  the  location  had  been  made  was  re¬ 
pealed  and  the  new  town  was  vacated,  the 
money  paid  by  purchasers  of  lots  being  re¬ 
funded  to  them.  This,  of  course,  retained 
the  seat  of  Government  at  Iowa  City,  and 
precluded  for  the  time  the  occupation  of 
the  building  and  grounds  by  the  University. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  first  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  the  Governor  appointed 
Joseph  Williams,  Chief  Justice,  and  George 
Green  and  John  F.  Kinney,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  They  were  afterward 
elected  by  the  second  General  Assembly, 
and  constituted  the  Supreme  Court  until 
1855,  with  the  exception  that  Kinney  re¬ 
signed  in  January,  1854,  and  J.  C.  Hall,  of 
Burlington,  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

At  this  session  Charles  Mason,  William 
G.  Woodward  and  Stephen  Hempstead 
were  appointed  commissioners  to  prepare  a 
code  of  laws  for  the  State.  Their  work 
was  finished  in  1850  and  was  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly.  This  “code”  con¬ 
tained  among  other  provisions  a  code  of 
civil  practice,  superseding  the  old  common- 
law  forms  of  actions  and  writs,  and  it  was 
admirable  for  its  simplicity  and  method.  It 
remained  in  force  until  1863,  when  it  was 
superseded  by  the  more  complicated  and 
metaphysical  system  of  the  revision  of  that 
year. 

The  first  Representatives  in  Congress 
were  S.  Clinton  Hastings,  of  Muscatine, 
and  Shepherd  Leffler,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  The  second  General  Assembly 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  Au¬ 
gustus  Caesar  Dodge  and  George  W.  Jones. 
The  State  government,  after  the  first  ses¬ 
sion,  was  under  the  control  of  Democratic 
administrations  till  1855.  The  electoral  vote 
of  the  State  was  cast  for  Lewis  Cass  in  1848, 
and  for  Franklin  Pierce  in  1852.  The  popu¬ 
lar  vote  shows  that  the  Free-Soil  element 
of  the  State  during  this  period  very  nearly 
held  the  balance  of  power,  and  that  up  to 


1854  it  acted  in  the  State  elections  to  some 
extent  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1858 
Lewis  Cass  received  12,093  votes,  Zachary 
Taylor  11,034,  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  the 
Free-Soil  candidate,  1,226  votes,  being  167 
less  than  a  majority  for  Cass.  In  1852 
Pierce  received  17,762  votes,  Scott  15,855, 
and  Hale,  Free-Soil,  1,606,  being  for  Pierce 
301  votes  more  than  a  majority. 

The  question  of  the  permanent  location 
of  the  seat  of  government  was  not  settled, 
and  in  1851  bills  were  introduced  for  the 
removal  of  the  capital  to  Pella  and  to  Fort 
Des  Moines.  The  latter  appeared  to  have 
the  support  of  the  majority,  but  was  finally 
lost  in  the  House  on  the  question  of  order¬ 
ing  it  to  its  third  reading. 

At  the  next  session,  in  1853,  a  bill  was 
introduced  in  the  Senate  for  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  government  to  Fort  Des  Moines, 
and  on  first  vote  was  just  barely  defeated. 
At  the  next  session,  however,  the  effort  was 
more  successful,  and  January  15,  1855,  a 
bill  re-locating  the  capital  within  two  miles 
of  the  Raccoon  Fork  of  the  Des  Moines, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners, 
was  approved  by  Governor  Grimes.  The 
site  was  selected  in  1856,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  land 
being  donated  to  the  State  by  citizens  and 
property-holders  of  Des  Moines.  An  asso¬ 
ciation  of  citizens  erected  a  building  for  a 
temporary  capitol,  and  leased  it  to  the  State 
at  a  nominal  rent. 

The  passage  by  Congress  of  the  act  or¬ 
ganizing  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  the  provision  it  contained  abro¬ 
gating  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  bill  that 
prohibited  slavery  and  involuntary  servi¬ 
tude  north  of  36°  30'  was  the  beginning  of 
a  political  revolution  in  the  Northern  States, 
and  in  none  was  it  more  marked  than  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  Iowa  was  the  “  first  free 
child  born  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,” 
and  has  always  resented  the  destruction  of 
her  foster  parent. 
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The  year  1856  marked  a  new  era  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Iowa.  In  1854  the  Chicago  &  Rock 
Island  Railroad  had  been  completed  to  the 
cast  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  opposite 
Davenport.  In  the  same  year  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  a  railroad  bridge  that  was  to  be  the 
first  to  span  the  “  Father  of  Waters,”  was 
laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies  at  this 
point.  St.  Louis  had  resolved  that  the 
enterprise  was  unconstitutional,  and  by 
writs  of  injunction  made  an  unsuccessful 
effort  to  prevent  its  completion.  Twenty 
years  later  in  her  history,  St.  Louis  re¬ 
pented  her  follv,  and  made  atonement  for 
her  sin  by  imitating  Iowa’s  example.  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1856,  this  railroad  was  completed  to 
Iowa  City.  In  the  meantime,  two  other 
railroads  had  reached  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi — one  opposite  Burlington,  and 
one  opposite  Dubuque — and  these  were  be¬ 
ing  extended  into  the  interior  of  the  State. 
Indeed,  four  other  lines  of  railroads  had 
been  projected  across  the  State  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Missouri,  having  eastern 
connections. 

May  15,  1856,  Congress  passed  an  act 
granting  to  the  State,  to  aid  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  railroads,  the  public  lands  in 
alternate  sections,  six  miles  on  either  side 
of  the  proposed  lines.  An  extra  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  was  called  in  July  of 
this  year,  that  disposed  of  the  grant  to  the 
several  companies  that  proposed  to  com¬ 
plete  these  enterprises.  The  population  of 
Iowa  was  now  500,000.  Public  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  necessity  of  a  rail¬ 
road  across  the  continent.  The  position  of 
Iowa,  in  the  very  heart  and  center  of  the 
republic,  on  the  route  of  this  great  high¬ 
way  of  the  continent,  began  to  attract  atten¬ 
tion.  Cities  and  towns  sprang  up  through 
the  State  as  if  by  magic.  Capital  began  to 
pour  into  the  State,  and  had  it  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  developing  the  vast  coal  measures 
and  establishing  manufactories,  or  if  it  had 
been  expended  in  improving  the  lands,  and 


in  building  houses  and  barns,  it  would  have 
been  well.  But  all  were  in  haste  to  get 
rich,  and  the  spirit  of  speculation  ruled  the 
hour. 

In  the  meantime,  every  effort  was  made 
to  help  the  speedy  completion  of  the  rail¬ 
roads.  Nearly  every  county  and  city  on 
the  Mississippi,  and  many  in  the  interior, 
voted  large  corporate  subscriptions  to  the 
stock  of  the  railroad  companies,  and  issued 
their  negotiable  bonds  for  the  amount. 
Thus  enormous  county  and  city  debts  were 
incurred,  the  payment  of  which  these  mu¬ 
nicipalities  tried  to  avoid,  upon  the  plea 
that  they  had  exceeded  the  constitutional 
limitation  of  their  powers.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  held  these  bonds 
to  be  valid,  and  the  courts  by  mandamus 
compelled  the  city  and  county  authorities 
to  levy  taxes  to  pay  the  judgments  re¬ 
covered  upon  them.  These  debts  are  not 
all  paid,  even  to  this  day  ;  but  the  worst  is 
over,  and  the  incubus  is  in  the  course  of 
ultimate  extinction.  The  most  valuable 
lessons  are  those  learned  in  the  school  of 
experience,  and  accordingly  the  corpora¬ 
tions  of  Iowa  have  ever  since  been  noted 
for  economy. 

I11  1856  the  popular  vote  was  as  follows: 
Fremont,  43,954;  Buchanan,  36, 170,  and 
Fillmore,  9,180.  This  was  1,296  less  than  a 
majority  for  Fremont.  The  following  year 
an  election  was  held,  after  an  exciting  cam¬ 
paign,  for  State  officers,  resulting  in  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  1,406  for  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  the  Re¬ 
publican  nominee.  The  Legislature  was 
largely  Republican  in  both  branches. 

One  of  the  most  injurious  results  to  the 
State,  arising  from  the  spirit  of  speculation 
prevalent  in  1856,  was  the  purchase  and 
entry  of  great  bodies  of  Government  land 
within  the  State  by  non-residents.  This 
land  was  held  for  speculation  and  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  actual  settlers  for  many 
years.  From  no  other  one  cause  has  Iowa 
suffered  so  much  as  from  the  short-sighted 
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policy  of  the  Federal  Government  in  selling- 
lands  within  her  borders.  The  money 
thus  obtained  by  the  Federal  Government 
$$  has  been  comparatively  inconsiderable. 
The  value  of  this  magnificent  public  do¬ 
main  to  the  United  States  was  not  in  the 
few  thousands  of  dollars  she  might  exact 
from  the  hardy  settlers,  or  that  she  might 
obtain  from  the  speculator  who  hoped  to 

yy  1  l 

profit  by  the  settlers’  labors  in  improving 
the  country.  Statesmen  should  have  taken 
||i8  a  broader  and  more  comprehensive  view  of 
national  economy,  and  a  view  more  in  har- 
mony  with  the  divine  economy  that  had 
prepared  these  vast  fertile  plains  of  the 
West  for  the  “  homes  of  men  and  the  seats 
of  empire.”  It  was  here  that  new  States 
were  to  be  builded  up,  that  should  be  the 
future  strength  of  the  nation  against  foreign 
invasion  or  home  revolt.  A  single  regi¬ 
ment  of  Iowa  soldiers  during  the  dark  days 
of  the  Rebellion  was  worth  more  to  the 
nation  than  all  the  money  she  ever  exacted 
from  the  toil  and  sweat  of  Iowa’s  early 
settlers.  Could  the  statesmen  of  fortv 

m/ 

years  ago  have  looked  forward  to  this  day, 
when  Iowa  pays  her  $1,000,000  annually 
into  the  treasury  of  the  nation  for  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  national  debt,  they  would 
have  realized  that  the  founding  of  new 
States  was  a  greater  enterprise  than  the  re¬ 
tailing  of  public  lands. 

In  January,  1857,  another  Constitutional 
Convention  assembled  at  Iowa  City,  which 
framed  the  present  State  Constitution.  One 
of  the  most  pressing  demands  for  this  con¬ 
vention  grew  out  of  the  prohibition  of 
banks  under  the  old  Constitution.  The 
practical  result  of  this  prohibition  was  to 
flood  the  State  with  every  species  of  “  wild¬ 
cat”  currency. 

The  new  Constitution  made  ample  pro¬ 
visions  for  home  banks  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  our  own  laws.  The  limitation  of 
the  State  debt  was  enlarged  to  $250,000, 
and  the  corporate  indebtedness  of  the  cities 


and  counties  was  also  limited  to  5  per  cent, 
upon  the  valuation  of  their  taxable  property. 
The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  to 
be  elected  by  the  popular  vote.  The  per¬ 
manent  seat  of  government  was  fixed  at 
Des  Moines,  and  the  State  University  lo¬ 
cated  at  Iowa  City.  .  The  qualifications  of 
electors  remained  the  same  as  under  the  old 
Constitution,  but  the  schedule  provided  for 
a  vote  of  the  people  upon  a  separate  propo¬ 
sition  to  strike  the  word  “  white”  out  of  the 
suffrage  clause,  which,  had  it  prevailed, 
would  have  resulted  in  conferring  the  right 
of  suffrage  without  distinction  of  color. 
Since  the  early  organization  of  Iowa  there 
had  been  upon  the  statute  book  a  law  pro¬ 
viding  that  no  negro,  mulatto  nor  Indian 
should  be  a  competent  witness  in  any  suit 
or  proceeding  to  which  a  white  man  was  a 
part}f.  The  General  Assembly  of  1856-’/ 
repealed  this  law,  and  the  new  Constitution 
contained  a  clause  forbidding  such  disquali¬ 
fication  in  the  future.  It  also  provided  for 
the  education  of  “  all  youth  of  the  State  ” 
through  a  system  of  common  schools.  This 
Constitution  was  adopted  at  the  ensuing 
election  by  a  vote  of  40,311  to  38,681. 

October  19,  1857,  Governor  Grimes  issued 
a  proclamation  declaring  the  city  of  Des 
Moines  to  be  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 
The  removal  of  the  archives  and  offices  was 
commenced  at  once  and  continued  through 
the  fall.  It  was  an  undertaking  of  no 
small  magnitude;  there  was  not  a  mile  of 
railroad  to  facilitate  the  work,  and  the 
season  was  unusually  disagreeable.  Rain, 
snow  and  other  accompaniments  increased 
the  difficulties;  and  it  was  not  until  Decem¬ 
ber  that  the  last  of  the  effects, — the  safe  of 
the  State  Treasurer,  loaded  on  two  large 
“  bob  sleds  ”  drawn  by  ten  yokes  of  oxen, 
— was  deposited  in  the  new  capitol.  It  is 
not  imprudent  now  to  remark  that  during 
this  passage  over  hills  and  prairies,  across 
rivers,  through  bottom  lands  and  timber, 
the  safes  belonging  to  the  several  depart- 
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ments  contained  large  sums  of  money, 
mostly  individual  funds,  however.  Thus 
Iowa  City  ceased  to  be  the  capital  of  the 
State,  after  four  Territorial  Legislatures, 
six  State  Legislatures  and  three  Constitu. 
tional  Conventions  had  held  their  sessions 
there.  By  the  exchange,  the  old  capitol  at 
Iowa  City  became  the  seat  of  the  university, 
and,  except  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
United  States  District  Court,  passed  under 
the  immediate  and  direct  control  of  the 
trustees  of  that  institution.  Des  Moines 
was  now  the  permanent  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment,  made  so  by  the  fundamental  law  of 
the  State,  and  January  n,  1858,  the  Sev¬ 
enth  General  Assembly  convened  at  the 
new  capitol.  The  citizens’  association, 
which  built  this  temporary  building,  bor¬ 
rowed  the  money  of  James  D.  Eads,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  leased 
it  to  the  State.  In  1864  the  State  pur¬ 
chased  the  building.  At  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  1858,  James  W. 
Grimes  was  elected  United  States  Senator 
as  successor  to  George  W.  Jones. 

D  uring  the  years  1858-60,  the  Sioux 
Indians  became  troublesome  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  the  State.  They  made  fre¬ 
quent  raids  for  the  purpose  of  plunder,  and 
on  several  occasions  murdered  whole  fami¬ 
lies  of  settlers.  In  1861  several  companies 
of  militia  were  ordered  to  that  portion  of 
the  State,  to  hunt  down  and  expel  the 
thieves.  No  battles  were  fought.  The 
Indians  fled  as  soon  as  they  ascertained 
that  systematic  measures  had  been  adopted 
for  their  punishment. 

PATRIOTISM. 

The  Presidential  campaign  of  i860  was 
the  most  remarkable  and  exciting  of  all  in 
the  history  of  Iowa.  The  fact  that  civil 
war  might  be  inaugurated  and  was  threat¬ 
ened,  in  case  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected,  was 
well  understood  and  duly  considered.  The 
people  of  Iowa  indulged  in  no  feeling  of 


hatred  or  ill-will  toward  the  people  of  any 
State  or  section  of  the  Union.  There  was, 
however,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  a 
cool  determination  to  consider  and  decide 
upon  our  national  relations  to  this  institu¬ 
tion  of  slavery,  uninfluenced  by  any  threat 
of  violence  or  civil  war.  The  popular  vote 
of  Iowa  gave  Mr.  Lincoln  70,409;  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  55,011;  Breckenridge,  1,048. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ot 
Iowa,  as  early  as  1851,  had  by  joint  resolu¬ 
tion  declared  that  the  State  of  Iowa  was 
“  bound  to  maintain  the  union  of  these 
States  by  all  the  means  in  her  power.”  The 
same  year  the  State  furnished  a  block  of 
marble  for  the  Washington  monument  at  the 
national  capital,  and  by  order  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  there  was  inscribed  upon  its 
enduring  surface  the  following:  “  Iowa: 
Her  affections,  like  the  rivers  of  her  borders, 
flow  to  an  inseparable  Union.”  The  time 
was  now  approaching  in  her  history  when 
these  declarations  of  attachment  and  fidelity 
to  the  nation  were  to  be  put  to  a  practical 
test. 

The  declaration  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  last 
annual  message,  that  the  nation  possessed 
no  constitutional  power  to  coerce  a  seced¬ 
ing  State,  was  received  by  a  great  majority 
of  our  citizens  with  humiliation  and  dis¬ 
trust.  Anxiously  they  awaited  the  expiring 
hours  of  his  administration,  and  looked  to 
the  incoming  President  as  to  an  expected 
deliverer  that  should  rescue  the  nation 
from  the  hands  of  traitors,  and  the  control 
of  those  whose  non-resistance  invited  her 
destruction.  The  firing  upon  the  national 
flag  at  Sumter  aroused  a  burning  indigna¬ 
tion  throughout  the  loyal  States  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  nowhere  was  it  more  intense 
than  in  Iowa;  and  when  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  was  published,  April  15, 
1861,  calling  for  75,000  citizen  soldiers  to 
“  maintain  the  honor,  the  integrity,  and 
the  existence  of  our  national  Union,  and 
the  perpetuity  of  popular  government,” 
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the  good  people  of  Iowa  were  more 
than  willing  to  respond  to  the  call.  Party 
lines  gave  way,  and  for  a  while,  at  least, 
party  spirit  was  hushed,  and  the  cause  of 
our  common  country  was  supreme  in  the 
affections  of  the  people.  Peculiarly  fort¬ 
unate  were  the  citizens  of  Iowa  at  this 
crisis,  in  having  a  truly  representative 
man,  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  as  executive 
of  the  State. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  the 
President’s  call  for  troops,  the  first  Iowa 
regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  a  second  regiment  was 
in  camp  ready  for  the  service,  and  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  was  con¬ 
vened  in  special  session,  and  had  by  joint 
resolution  solemnly  pledged  every  resource 
of  men  and  money  to  the  national  cause. 

The  Constitution  of  Iowa  limited  the 
State  debt  to  $250,000,  except  debts  con¬ 
tracted  to  “  repel  invasion,  suppress  insur¬ 
rection,  or  defend  the  State  in  war.”  The 
General  Assemblv  authorized  a  loan  of 

m/ 

$800,000  for  a  war  and  defense  fund,  to  be 
expended  in  organizing,  arming,  equipping 
and  subsisting  the  militia  of  the  State  to 
meet  the  present  and  future  requisitions  of 
the  President.  Those  in  power  looked  to 
the  spirit  rather  than  to  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  and  acted  upon  the  theory 
that  to  preserve  the  nation  was  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  State,  and  that  to  prevent  in¬ 
vasion  was  the  most  effectual  means  of 
repelling  it.  A  few,  however,  in  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly  were 
more  careful  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  Three  votes  in  the  Senate  and  sev¬ 
enteen  in  the  House  were  cast  against 
the  loan  bill.  These  bonds  were  at  7  per 
cent,  interest.  Only  $300,000  were  ever 
issued,  and  they  were  purchased  and  held 
chiefly  by  our  own  citizens.  At  this  crisis 
James  W.  Grimes  and  James  Harlan  were 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  General 
Samuel  R.  Curtis  and  General  Vandeverin 

13 


the  House  of  Representatives.  During  the 
first  year  of  the  war,  Iowa  furnished  sixteen 
regiments  of  infantry,  six  of  cavalry  and 
three  batteries, — in  all,  22,000  soldiers. 
Iowa  had  no  refuse  population  to  enlist  as 
“  food  for  powder.”  Her  cities  contained 
none  of  that  element  found  about  the  pur¬ 
lieus  of  vice  in  the  great  centers  of  popu¬ 
lation.  Her  contribution  to  the  armies  of 
the  republic  was  a  genuine  offering  of 
manhood  and  patriotism.  From  her  fields, 
her  workshops,  her  counting-houses,  her 
offices,  and  the  halls  of  her  schools  and 
colleges,  she  contributed  the  best  muscle, 
sinew  and  brain  of  an  industrious,  enter¬ 
prising  and  educated  people.  The  first 
regiment  of  Iowa  soldiers  fought  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Wilson’s  Creek  after  their  term  of 
enlistment  had  expired,  and  after  they  were 
entitled  to  a  discharge.  They  were  citi¬ 
zen  soldiers,  each  of  whom  had  a  personal 
Interest  in  the  struggle.  It  was  to  them  no 
question  of  enlistment,  of  bounty  or  of  pay. 
When  the  gallant  General  Lyon  placed 
himself  at  their  head,  and  told  them  that 
the  honor  of  Iow~a  and  of  the  nation  was  in 
their  hands,  he  addressed  men  who  knew 
what  the  appeal  meant,  and  to  whom  such 
an  appeal  was  never  made  in  vain. 

At  the  fall  election  of  1861,  party  spirit 
had  revived;  and  the  contest  for  the  control 
of  the  State  administration  was  warm  and 
earnest.  Dissensions  arose  in  both  parties 
but  the  election  resulted  in  a  majority  of 
16,600  votes  for  Kirkwood,  who  was  thus 
retained  as  Governor  of  Iowa.  In  1863 
the  Republicans  elected  their  candidate 
for  Governor,  William  M.  Stone,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  29,000. 

Meanwhile  the  General  Assembly  had 
passed  a  law  authorizing  the  “  soldiers’ 
vote,”  that  is,  citizens  of  the  State  in  the 
volunteer  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  whether  within  or  without  the  limits 
of  the  State,  were  authorized  to  open  a  poll 
on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  to  make  re- 
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turn  of  their  votes  to  the  proper  civil  au¬ 
thorities.  In  the  Presidental  contest  of 
1864  the  popular  vote  at  home  was  as 
follows:  Lincoln,  72,122;  McClellan,  47,- 
703.  The  soldier  vote  returned  was:  Lin¬ 
coln,  16,844;  McClellan,  1,883. 

The  General  Assembly  did  all  in  its 
power  to  encourage  enlistment  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  soldiers  in  the  field  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  at  home.  Statutes  were  enacted  sus¬ 
pending  all  suits  against  soldiers  in  the 
service,  and  all  writs  of  execution  or  attach¬ 
ment  against  their  property;  and  county 
boards  of  supervisors  were  authorized  to 
vote  bounties  for  enlistments,  and  pecuni- 
ary  aid  to  the  families  of  those  in  the  serv¬ 
ice.  The  spirits  of  our  people  rose  and 
fell,  according  to  the  success  of  the  Union 
armies.  One  day  the  bells  rung  out  with 
joy  for  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  and 
again  the  air  seemed  full  of  heaviness  be¬ 
cause  of  our  defeats  on  the  Peninsula;  but 
through  all  these  dark  and  trying  days,  the 
faith  of  the  great  majority  never  wavered. 

The  Emancipation  Proclamation  of  the 
President  was  to  them  an  inspiration  of  a 
new  hope. 

In  the  Adjutant’s  department  at  Des 
Moines  are  preserved  the  shot-riddled  col¬ 
ors  and  standards  of  Iowa’s  regiments. 
Upon  them,  by  special  authority,  were 
inscribed  from  time  to  time  during  the  war 
the  names  of  the  battle-fields  upon  which 
these  regiments  gained  distinction.  These 
names  constitute  the  geographical  nomen¬ 
clature  of  two-thirds  of  the  territory  lately 
in  rebellion.  From  the  Des  Moines  River 
to  the  Gulf,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Atlantic,  in  the  Mountains  of  West  Virginia 
and  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  the 
Iowa  soldier  made  his  presence  known  and 
felt,  and  maintained  the  honor  of  the  State, 
and  the  cause  of  the  nation.  They  were 
with  Lyon  at  Wilson’s  Creek;  with  Tuttle 
at  Donelson.  They  fought  with  Sigel  and 
with  Curtis  at  Pea  Ridge;  with  Crocker 
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at  Champion  Hills;  with  Reid  at  Shiloh. 
They  were  with  Grant  at  the  surrender  of 
Vicksburg.  They  fought  above  the  clouds 
with  Hooker  at  Lookout  Mountain.  They 
were  with  Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea, 
and  were  ready  for  battle  when  Johnston 
surrendered.  They  were  with  Sheridan  in 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  were  in 
the  veteran  ranks  of  the  nation’s  deliverers 
that  stacked  their  arms  in  the  national  cap- 
itol  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  State  furnished  to  the  armies  of  the 
republic,  during  the  war,  over  70,000  men, 
and  20,000  of  these  perished  in  battle  or 
from  diseases  contracted  in  the  service. 

We  append  here  a  brief  notice  of  each 
regiment : 

The  First  Regiment  was  organized  under 
the  President’s  first  call  for  three-months 
volunteers,  with  John  Francis  Bates,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  as  Colonel.  It  comprised  various 
independent  military  companies  that  had 
been  organized  before  the  war,  who  ten¬ 
dered  their  services  even  before  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  hostilities.  They  were  mustered 
in  May  14,  and  first  saw  service  under 
General  Lyon  in  Missouri. 

Second  Infantry;  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  of 
Keokuk,  Colonel.  This  was  the  first  three- 
years  regiment,  and  made  a  most  distin¬ 
guished  record  throughout  the  South,  go¬ 
ing  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  returning 
through  the  Carolinas,  etc.  After  the 
battle  at  Fort  Donelson,  the  unenthusiastic 
General  Halleck  pronounced  this  regiment 
“  the  bravest  of  the  brave.” 

Third  Infantry  ;  Nelson  G.  Williams,  of 
Dubuque  County,  Colonel.  V eteranized 
in  1864,  but  before  the  new  officers  received 
their  commissions  the  regiment  fought  itself 
out  of  existence  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta  ! 

Fourth  Infantry  ;  G.  M.  Dodge,  of  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs,  Colonel.  Engaged  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  battles  of  the  South. 

Fifth  Infantry;  William  H.  Worthington, 
of  Keokuk,  Colonel;  180  veteranized  in 
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1864  and  were  transferred  to  the  Fifth 
Cavalry. 

Sixth  Infantry;  John  A.  McDowell,  of 
Keokuk,  Colonel.  Engaged  faithfully  in 
many  of  the  prominent  battles. 

Seventh  Infantry  ;  J.  G.  Lauman,  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  Colonel.  It  lost  227  at  the  single 
battle  of  Belmont. 

Eighth  Infantry  ;  Frederick  Steele,  of  the 
regular  army,  Colonel.  Most  of  this  com¬ 
mand  suffered  in  rebel  prisons  for  eight 
months.  Was  on  duty  in  Alabama  nearly 
a  year  after  the  collapse  of  the  Rebellion. 

Ninth  Infantry;  William  Vandever,  of 
Dubuque,  Colonel.  Was  in  almost  every 
Southern  State,  traveling  altogether  10,000 
miles  ;  marched  more  than  4,000  miles  ! 

Tenth  Infantry ;  Nicholas  Persczel,  of 
Davenport,  Colonel.  Fought  mainly  in 
Mississippi ;  losing  half  its  number  at  the 
battle  of  Champion  Hills  alone ! 

Eleventh  Infantry ;  A.  M.  Hare,  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  Colonel.  Served  mainly  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  South,  doing  as  valiant  service 
as  any  other  regiment. 

Twelfth  Infantry  ;  J.  J.  Wood,  of  Maquo- 
keta,  Colonel.  In  rebel  prisons  eight 
months.  Veteranized  January  4,  1864,  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  men  re-enlisting 
than  from  any  other  Iowa  regiment.  Served 
for  several  months  after  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Thirteenth  Infantry;  M.  M.  Crocker,  of 
Des  Moines,  Colonel.  Fought  in  the  South¬ 
ern  interior  and  made  the  famous  round 
with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  being  the  first  to 
enter  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  where  se¬ 
cession  had  its  rise. 

Fourteenth  Infantry ;  William  T.  Shaw, 
of  Anamosa,  Colonel.  Nearly  all  captured 
at  Shiloh,  but  were  released  after  a  few 
months.  Engaged  in  some  of  the  severest 
contests. 

Fifteenth  Infantry ;  Hugh  T.  Reid,  of 
Keokuk,  Colonel.  Served  three  and  a  half 
years  in  the  heart  of  the  Rebellion. 


Sixteenth  Infantry ;  Alex.  Chambers,  of 
the  regular  army,  Colonel.  Bravely  served 
throughout  the  South. 

Seventeenth  Infantry;  John  W.  Rankin, 
of  Keokuk,  Colonel.  Served  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  South. 

Eighteenth  Infantry;  John  Edwards,  of 
Chariton,  Colonel.  Much  of  its  time  was 
spent  in  garrison  duty. 

Nineteenth  Infantry ;  Benjamin  Crabb, 
of  Washington,  Colonel.  Served  mainly  in 
Mississippi.  Were  prisoners  of  war  about 
ten  months. 

Twentieth  Infantry,  comprising  five  com¬ 
panies  each  from  Scott  and  Linn  counties, 
who  vied  with  each  other  in  patriotism; 
William  M.  Dye,  of  Marion,  Colonel.  En¬ 
gaged  mainly  on  the  Gulf  coast. 

T wenty-first  Infantry ;  ex-Governor  Sam¬ 
uel  Merrill,  Colonel.  Distinguished  in  val¬ 
iant  service  throughout  the  South.  See 
Twenty-third  Regiment. 

Twenty-second  Infantry;  William  M. 
Stone,  of  Knoxville,  since  Governor  of  the 
State,  was  Colonel.  Did  excellent  service, 
all  the  way  from  Mississippi  to  old  Virginia. 

Twenty-third  Infantry  ;  William  Dewey, 
of  Fremont  County,  Colonel.  Its  services 
were  mainly  in  Mississippi.  At  Black  River 
but  a  few  minutes  were  required  in  carry¬ 
ing  the  rebel  works,  but  those  few  minutes 
were  fought  with  fearful  loss  to  the  troops. 
The  Twenty-first  also  participated  in  this 
daring  assault,  and  immediately  after  the 
victory  was  gained  General  Lawler  passed 
down  the  line  and  joyfully  seized  every  man 
by  the  hand,  so  great  was  his  emotion. 

Twenty-fourth  Infantry;  the  “Iowa 
Temperance  Regiment,”  was  raised  by 
Eber  C.  Byam,  of  Linn  County.  Engaged 
mainly  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  Vallejo. 

Twenty-fifth  Infantry  ;  George  A.  Stone, 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Colonel.  “To  the  sea.” 

Twenty-sixth  Infantry;  Milo  Smith,  of 
Clinton,  Colonel.  Took  part  in  many  great 
battles. 
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Twenty-seventh  Infantry;  James  I.  Gil¬ 
bert,  of  Lansing,  Colonel.  On  duty  all  the 
way  from  Minnesota  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Twenty-eighth  Infantry  ;  William  E. 
Miller,  of  Iowa  City,  Colonel.  Service,  in 
the  region  of  the  Lower  Mississippi. 

Twenty-ninth  Infantry  ;  Thomas  H.  Ben¬ 
ton,  Jr.,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Colonel.  Sta¬ 
tioned  in  Arkansas. 

Thirtieth  Infantry  ;  Charles  B.  Abbott, 
of  Louisa  County,  Colonel.  In  the  thickest 
of  the  war,  coming  home  loaded  with 
honors. 

Thirty-first  Infantry  ;  William  Smyth,  of 
Marion,  Colonel.  Returned  from  its  many 
hard-fought  battles  in  the  interior  of  the 
South  with  only  370  men  out  of  1,000  en¬ 
listed. 

Thirty-second  Infantry;  John  Scott,  of 
Nevada,  Colonel.  Engaged  in  a  number  of 
battles. 

Thirty-third  Infantry  ;  Samuel  A.  Rice, 
a  popular  politician  of  Central  Iowa,  Colo¬ 
nel.  Served  from  Arkansas  to  Alabama. 

Thirty-fourth  Infantry;  George  W. Clark, 
of  Indianola,  Colonel.  Traveled  15,000 
miles  in  its  service  ! 

Thirty-fifth  Infantry;  S.  G.  Hill,  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  Colonel.  Served  bravely  in  a  dozen 
battles,  and  traveled  10,000  miles. 

Thirty-sixth  Infantry  ;  Charles  W.  Kitt- 
redge,  of  Ottumwa,  Colonel.  Suffered  a 
great  deal  from  sickness— small-pox,  measles, 
malaria,  etc. 

Thirty-seventh  Infantry,  the  “  Gray- 
Beard  Regiment,”  being  composed  of  men 
over  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  was  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  war.  Garrison 
and  post  duty. 

Thirty-eighth  Infantry;  D.  H.  Hughes, 
of  Decorah,  Colonel.  Most  unfortunate  of 
all  in  respect  of  sickness,  300  dying  during 
the  first  two  years. 

Thirty-ninth  Infantry;  H.  J.  B.  Cum¬ 
mings,  of  Winterset,  Colonel.  One  of  the 
most  distinguished  regiments  in  the  field. 


Fortieth  Infantry  ;  John  A.  Garrett,  of 
Newton,  Colonel. 

Forty-first  Infantry  was  not  completed, 
and  the  three  companies  raised  for  it  were 
attached  to  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

There  were  no  regiments  numbered 
Forty-second  or  Forty-third. 

Forty-fourth  Infantry  for  100  days; 
Stephen  H.  Henderson,  Colonel.  Garrison 
dutv  in  Tennessee. 

a/ 

Forty-fifth  Infantry,  lor  100  days;  A.  H. 
Bereman,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Colonel.  Garri¬ 
son  duty  in  Tennessee. 

Forty-sixth  Infantry,  for  100  days;  D.  B. 
Henderson,  of  Clermont,  Colonel.  Garri¬ 
son  duty  in  Tennessee. 

Forty-seventh  Infantry,  for  100  days; 
James  P.  Sanford,  of  Oskaloosa,  Colonel. 
Stationed  at  the  sickly  place  of  Helena, 
Arkansas. 

Forty-eighth  Infantry  (battalion),  for  100 
days  ;  O.  H.  P.  Scott,  of  Farmington,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel.  Guarded  prisoners  on  Rock 
Island. 

First  Cavalry  ;  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  of 
Burlington,  Colonel.  Served  for  three 
years,  mainly  along  the  Lower  Mississippi. 

Second  Cavalry ;  W.  L.  Elliott,  a  Cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Third  Cavalry  of  the  regular 
army,  Colonel.  Fought  faithfully  in  many 
important  battles  in  Tennessee  and  Missis¬ 
sippi. 

Third  Cavalry  ;  Cyrus  Bussey,  of  Broom¬ 
field,  Colonel.  Distinguished  in  war. 

Fourth  Cavalry ;  A.  B.  Porter,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Colonel.  Participated  with  zeal 
and  judgment  in  the  hottest  of  battles  in 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi. 

Fifth  Cavalry,  onty  in  part  an  Iowa  regi¬ 
ment;  William  W.  Lowe,  of  the  regular 
army,  Colonel.  Distinguished  in  the  hotly 
contested  battles  of  Tennessee  and  vicinity. 

Sixth  Cavalry ;  D.  S.  Wilson,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  Colonel.  Served  against  the  In¬ 
dians. 

Seventh  Cavalry ;  S.  W.  Summers,  of 
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Ottumwa,  Colonel.  Served 
Indians. 

Eighth  Cavalry  ;  Joseph  B.  Dorr,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  Colonel.  Served  faithfully  in  guard¬ 
ing  Sherman’s  communications,  etc. 

Ninth  Cavalry;  M.  M.  Trumbull,  of 
Cedar  Falls,  Colonel.  Scouting,  guard  and 
garrison  duties  in  Arkansas. 

First  Battery  of  Light  Artillery;  C.  H. 
Fletcher,  of  Burlington,  Captain.  Served 
in  Arkansas  and  Tennessee. 

Second  Battery ;  Nelson  I.  Spoor,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Captain.  Engaged  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  Corinth  and  other  places. 

Third  Battery ;  M.  M.  Hayden,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  Captain.  Engaged  at  Pea  Ridge, 
and  in  other  important  battles. 

Fourth  Battery  ;  on  duty  most  of  the 
time  in  Louisiana. 

Iowa  Regiment  of  Colored  Troops  ;  John 
G.  Hudson,  of  Missouri,  Colonel.  Garrison 
duty  at  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere. 

Northern  Border  Brigade;  James  A. 
Sawyer,  of  Sioux  City,  Colonel.  Protected 
the  Northwestern  frontier. 

Southern  Border  Brigade  ;  protected  the 
southern  border  of  the  State. 

The  following  promotions  were  made  by 
the  United  States  Government  from  Iowa 
regiments:  To  the  rank  of  Major-General 
— Samuel  R.Curtis,  Frederick  Steele,  Frank 
J.  Herron  and  Grenville  M.  Dodge  ;  to  that 
of  Brigadier-General — Jacob  G.  Lauman, 
James  M.  Tuttle,  W.  L.  Elliott,  Fitz  Henry 
Warren,  Charles  L.  Matthies,  William  Van- 
dever,  M.  M.  Crocker,  Hugh  T.  Reid, 
Samuel  A.  Rice,  John  M.  Corse,  Cyrus 
Bussey,  Edward  Hatch,  Elliott  W.  Rice, 
William  W.  Belknap,  John  Edwards,  James 
A.  Williamson,  James  I.  Gilbert  and  Thomas 
J.  McKean;  Corse,  Hatch,  Belknap,  Elliott 
and  Vandever  were  brevetted  Major- 
Generals  ;  brevetted  Brigadier-Generals — 
William  T.  Clark,  Edward  F.  Winslow,  S. 
G.  Hill,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  S.  S.  Glasgow, 
Clark  R.  Weaver,  Francis  M.  Drake, 


George  A.  Stone,  Datus  E.  Coon,  George 
W.  Clark,  Herman  H.  Heath,  J.  M.  Hed¬ 
rick  and  W.  W.  Lowe. 

IOWA  SINCE  THE  WAR. 

The  two  principal  events  of  political  in¬ 
terest  in  this  State  since  the  war  have  been 
the  popular  contests  concerning  woman 
suffrage  and  the  liquor  traffic.  In  the 
popular  elections  the  people  gave  a  ma¬ 
jority  against  the  former  measure,  but  in 
favor  of  prohibiting  the  sale  or  manufact¬ 
ure  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

A  list  of  State  officers  to  date  is  given  on 
a  subsequent  page.  The  last  vote  for 
Governor,  October  9,  1883,  stood  as  fol¬ 
lows:  For  Buren  R.  Sherman,  Republican, 
164,141  ;  L.  G.  Kinne,  Democrat,  140,032, 
and  James  B.  Weaver,  National  Green¬ 
back,  23,093. 

STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  present  capitol  building  is  a  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen  of  modern  architecture.  Its 
dimensions  are,  in  general,  246  x  364  feet, 
with  a  dome  and  spire  extending  up  to  a 
height  of  275  feet.  In  1870  the  General 
Assembly  made  an  appropriation,  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  com¬ 
missioners  to  commence  the  work  of  build¬ 
ing.  They  were  duly  appointed  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  work,  laying  the  corner-stone  with 
appropriate  ceremonies,  November  23, 1871. 
The  structure  is  not  yet  completed.  When 
finished  it  will  have  cost  about  $3,500,000. 

The  State  University,  at  Iowa  City,  was 
established  there  in  1858,  immediately  after 
the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Des  Moines. 
As  had  already  been  planned,  it  occupied 
the  old  capitol  building.  As  early  as  Janu¬ 
ary,  1849,  two  branches  of  the  university 
were  established — one  at  Fairfield  and  one 
at  Dubuque.  At  Fairfield,  the  board  of 
directors  organized  and  erected  a  building 
at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  This  was  nearly  de¬ 
stroyed  by  a  hurricane  the  following  year, 
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but  was  rebuilt  more  substantially  by  the 
citizens  of  Fairfield.  This  branch  never 
received  any  aid  from  the  State,  and  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1853,  at  the  request  of  the  board, 
the  General  Assembly  terminated  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  State.  The  branch  at  Dubuque 

had  onlv  a  nominal  existence 
•/ 

By  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  20, 
1840,  two  entire  townships  of  land  were 
set  apart  in  this  State  for  the  support  of  a 
university.  The  Legislature  of  this  State 
placed  the  management  of  this  institution 
in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  fifteen  trustees, 
five  to  be  chosen  (by  the  Legislature)  every 
two  jrears,  the  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  to  be  president  of  the  board. 
This  board  was  also  to  appoint  seven  trus¬ 
tees  for  each  of  the  three  normal  schools,  to 
be  simultaneously  established — one  each 
at  Andrew,  Oskaloosa  and  Mt.  Pleasant. 
One  was  never  started  at  the  last-named 
place,  and  after  a  feeble  existence  for  a 
short  time  the  other  two  were  discontin¬ 
ued.  The  university  itself  was  closed  dur¬ 
ing  i859-’6o,  for  want  of  funds. 

The  law  department  was  established  in 
June,  1868,  and  soon  afterward  the  Iowa 
Law  School  at  Des  Moines,  which  had  been 
in  successful  operation  for  three  years,  was 
transferred  to  Iowa  City  and  merged  in  the 
department.  The  medical  d  epartment  was 
established  in  1869;  and  in  1874  a  chair  of 
military  instruction  was  added. 

Since  April  11,  1870,  the  government  of 
the  university  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a 
board  of  regents.  The  present  faculty 
comprises  forty-two  professors,  and  the 
attendance  560  students. 

The  State  Normal  School  is  located  at 
Cedar  Falls,  and  was  opened  in  1876.  It 
has  now  a  faculty  of  nine  members,  with  an 
attendance  of  301  pupils. 

The  State  Agricultural  College  is  located 
at  Ames,  in  Story  County,  being  established 
by  the  legislative  act  of  March  23,  1858. 
In  1862  Congress  granted  to  Iowa  240,000 


acres  of  land  for  the  endowment  of  schools 
of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts.  The 
main  building  was  completed  in  1868,  and 
the  institution  opened  the  following  year. 
Tuition  is  free  to  pupils  from  the  State 
over  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  college 
farm  comprises  860  acres,  of  which  a  major 
portion  is  in  cultivation.  Professors,  twen¬ 
ty-two;  scholars,  319. 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1855,  at  Iowa  City,  but  was  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  to  a  tract 
of  ninety  acres  of  land  two  miles  south  of 
that  city.  In  October,  1870,  the  main  build¬ 
ing  and  one  wing  were  completed  and 
occupied.  In  February,  1877,  ^re  destroyed 
the  main  building  and  east  wing,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  following  a  tornado  par¬ 
tially  demolished  the  west  wing.  It  is  at 
present  (1885)  manned  with  fifteen  teachers, 
and  attended  by  292  pupils. 

The  College  for  the  Blind  has  been  at  Vin¬ 
ton  since  1862.  Prof.  Samuel  Bacon,  himself 
blind,  a  fine  scholar,  who  had  founded  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  at  Jacksonville, 
Illinois,  commenced  as  early  as  1852  a  school 
of  instruction  at  Keokuk.  The  next  year 
the  institution  was  adopted  by  the  State 
and  moved  to  Iowa  City,  with  Prof.  Bacon 
as  principal.  It  was  moved  thence,  in  1862, 
to  Vinton.  The  building  was  erected  and 
the  college  manned  at  vast  expenditure  of 
money.  It  is  said  that  $282,000  were  ex¬ 
pended  upon  the  building  alone,  and  that  it 
required  an  outlay  of  $5,000  a  year  to  heat 
it,  while  it  had  accommodations  for  130  in¬ 
mates.  At  present,  however,  they  have 
accommodations  for  more  pupils,  with  an 
attendance  of  132.  There  are  eleven  teach¬ 
ers.  The  annual  legislative  appropriation 
is  $8,000,  besides  $128  per  year  for  each 
pupil. 

The  first  Iowa  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
approved  January  24,  1855*  Itislocated  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  where  the  building  was  com- 
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pleted  in  1861,  at  a  cost  of  $258,555.  Within 
the  first  three  months  100  patients  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  before  the  close  of  October, 
1877,-  an  aggregate  of  3,684  had  been  ad¬ 
mitted.  In  April,  1876,  a  portion  of  the 
building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  At  this  in¬ 
stitution  there  are  now  ninety-four  superin¬ 
tendents  and  assistants,  in  charge  of  472 
patients. 

Another  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Inde¬ 
pendence,  was  opened  May  1,  1873,  in  a 
building  which  cost  $88,114.  The  present 
number  of  inmates  is  580,  in  the  care  of  1 1 1 
superintendents  and  employes. 

The  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home  is  located  at 
Davenport.  It  was  originated  by  Mrs.  Annie 
Wittenmeyer,  during  the  late  war,  who 
called  a  convention  for  the  purpose  at  Mus¬ 
catine,  September  7,  1863,  and  uly  13  fol¬ 
lowing  the  institution  was  opened  in  a  brick 
building  at  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County. 
It  was  sustained  by  voluntary  contributions 
until  1866,  when  the  State  took  charge  of 
it.  The  Legislature  provided  at  first  for 
three  “  homes.”  The  one  in  Cedar  Falls 
was  organized  in  1865,  an  old  hotel  build¬ 
ing  being  fitted  up  for  it,  and  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  January  there  were  ninety-six  inmates. 
In  October,  1869,  the  Home  was  removed 
to  a  large  brick  building  about  two  miles 
west  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  was  very  prosper¬ 
ous  for  several  years ;  but  in  1876  the  Leg¬ 
islature  devoted  this  building  to  the  State 
Normal  School,  and  the  buildings  and 
grounds  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home 
at  Glenwood,  Mills  County,  to  an  institution 
for  the  support  of  feeble-minded  children, 
and  also  provided  for  the  removal  of  the 
soldiers’  orphans  at  the  Glenwood  and 
Cedar  Falls  homes  to  the  institution  at 
Davenport.  The  latter  has  now  in  charge 
169  orphans. 

The  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded  Children, 
referred  to  above,  is  at  Glenwood,  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Legislature  in  March,  1876. 
The  institution  was  opened  September  1, 


following,  with  a  few  pupils ;  but  now  the 
attendance  is  215,  in  the  care  of  four  teach¬ 
ers.  This  asylum  is  managed  by  three  trus¬ 
tees,  one  of  whom  must  be  a  resident  of  that 
county.  Mills. 

The  first  penitentiary  was  established  in 
1841,  near  Fort  Madison,  its  present  loca¬ 
tion.  The  cost  of  the  original  building  was 
$55,934,  and  its  capacitv  was  sufficient  for 
138  convicts.  At  present  there  are  at  this 
prison  364  convicts,  in  charge  of  forty-three 
employes. 

The  penitentiary  at  Anamosa  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  i872-’3.  It  now  has  239  convicts 
and  thirty-four  employes. 

The  boys’  reform  school  was  permanently 
located  at  Eldora,  Hardin  County,  in  1872. 
For  the  three  years  previous  it  was  kept  at 
the  building  of  the  Iowa  Manual  Labor  In¬ 
stitute  at  Salem,  Henry  County.  Only 
boys  between  seven  and  sixteen  years  of 
age  are  admitted.  Credit  of  time  for  good 
conduct  is  given,  so  that  occasionally  one 
is  discharged  before  he  is  of  age.  There 
are  now  (1885)  201  pupils  here. 

The  “girls’  department”  is  at  Mitchell- 
ville,  similarly  managed.  Inmates,  eighty- 
three. 

The  State  Historical  Society  is  in  part 
supported  by  the  State,  the  Governor  ap¬ 
pointing  nine  of  the  eighteen  curators. 
This  society  was  provided  for  in  connection 
with  the  University,  by  legislative  act  of 
January  28,  1857,  and  it  has  published  a 
series  of  valuable  collections,  and  a  large 
number  of  finely  engraved  portraits  of 
prominent  and  early  settlers. 

The  State  Agricultural  Society  is  con¬ 
ducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  State,  and 
is  one  of  the  greatest  promoters  of  the 
welfare  of  the  people  among  all  the  State 
organizations.  It  holds  an  annual  fair  at 
Des  Moines,  and  its  proceedings  are  also 
published  annually,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State. 

The  Fish-Hatching  House  has  been  suc- 
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cessfully  carrying  on  its  good  work  since 
its  establishment  in  1874,  near  Anamosa. 
Three  fish  commissioners  are  appointed, 
one  for  each  of  the  three  districts  into  which 
the  State  is  for  the  purpose  divided. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  established 
in  1880,  has  an  advisory  supervision,  and  to 
a  limited  extent  also  a  police  supervision, 
over  the  health  of  the  people, — especially 
with  reference  to  the  abatement  of  those 
nuisances  that  are  most  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mulgate  dangerous  and  contagious  diseases. 
Their  publications,  which  are  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  should  be  studied  by 
every  citizen 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  germ  of  the  free  public  school  sys¬ 
tem  of  Iowa,  which  now  ranks  second  to 
none  in  the  United  States,  was  planted  by 
the  first  settlers,  and  in  no  other  public 
measure  have  the  people  ever  since  taken 
so  deep  an  interest.  They  have  expanded 
and  improved  their  original  system  until 
now  it  is  justly  considered  one  of  the  most 
complete,  comprehensive  and  liberal  in  the 
country. 

Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is 
remembered  that  humble  log  school-houses 
were  built  almost  as  soon  as  the  log  cabins 
of  the  earliest  settlers  were  occupied,  and 
school  teachers  were  among  the  first  im¬ 
migrants  to  Iowa.  Schools,  therefore,  the 
people  have  had  every  where  from  the  start, 
and  the  school-houses,  in  their  character  and 
accommodations,  have  kept  fully  abreast 
with  the  times. 

The  first  school-house  within  the  limits 
of  Iowa  was  a  log  cabin  at  Dubuque,  built  by 
J.  L.  Lang  worthy  and  a  few  other  miners, 
in  the  autumn  of  1833.  When  it  was  com¬ 
pleted  George  Cabbage  was  employed  as 
teacher  during  the  winter  of  1833-4,  thirty- 
five  pupils  attending  his  school.  Barrett 
Whittemore  taught  the  next  school  term, 
with  twenty-five  pupils  in  attendance.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Dexter  commenced  teaching  in 


Dubuque  in  March,  1836.  She  was  the  first 
female  teacher  there,  and  probably  the  first 
in  Iowa.  In  1839  Thomas  II.  Benton,  Jr., 
afterward  for  ten  years  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  opened  an  English  and 
classical  school  in  Dubuque.  The  first  tax 
for  the  support  of  schools  at  Dubuque  was 
levied  in  1840. 

At  Burlington  a  commodious  log  school- 
house,  built  in  1834,  was  among  the  first 
buildings  erected.  A  Mr.  Johnson  taught 
the  first  school  in  the  winter  of  1834-5. 

In  Muscatine  County,  the  first  school  was 
taught  by  George  Bumgardner,  in  the 
spring  of  1837.  In  1839  a  school-house 
was  erected  in  Muscatine,  which  served  for 
a  long  time  as  school-house,  church  and 
public  hall. 

The  first  school  in  Davenport  was  taught 
in  1838.  In  Fairfield,  Miss  Clarissa  Sawyer, 
James  F.  Chambers  and  Mrs.  Reed  taught 
school  in  1839. 

Johnson  County  was  an  entire  wilderness 
when  Iowa  City  was  located  as  the  capital 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  in  May,  1839. 
The  first  sale  of  lots  took  place  August  18, 
1839,  and  before  January  1,  1840,  about 
twenty  families  had  settled  within  the  limits 
of  the  town.  During  the  same  year  Jesse 
Berry  opened  a  school  in  a  small  frame 
building  he  had  erected  on  what  is  now 
College  street. 

In  Monroe  County,  the  first  settlement 
was  made  in  1843,  by  Mr.  John  R.  Gray, 
about  two  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
Eddyville;  and  in  the  summer  of  1844  a  log 
school-house  was  built  by  Gray,  William 
V.  Beedle,  C.  Renfro,  Joseph  McMullen 
and  Willoughby  Randolph,  and  the  first 
school  was  opened  by  Miss  Urania  Adams. 
The  building  was  occupied  for  school  pur¬ 
poses  for  nearly  ten  years. 

About  a  year  after  the  first  cabin  was 
built  at  Oskaloosa,  a  log  school-house  was 
built,  in  which  school  was  opened  by  Sam¬ 
uel  W.  Caldwell,  in  1844. 
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At  Fort  Des  Moines,  now  the  capital  of 
the  State,  the  first  school  was  taught  by 
Lewis  Whitten,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court, 
in  the  winter  of  1846-7,  in  one  of  the  rooms 
on  Coon  Row,’’  built  for  barracks. 

The  first  school  in  Pottawattamie  County 
was  opened  by  George  Green,  a  Mormon, 
at  Council  Point,  prior  to  1849;  and  until 
about  1854  nearly  all  the  teachers  in  that 
vicinity  were  Mormons. 

The  first  school  in  Decorah  was  taught  in 
1855*  by  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  since  Gov 
ernor  of  the  State.  In  Crawford  County  the 
first  school-house  was  built  in  Mason’s 
Grove,  in  1856,  and  Morris  McHenry  first 
occupied  it  as  teacher. 

During  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Iowa,  the  log  school-house  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  in  1861  there  were  893  of  these 
primitive  structures dn  use  for  school  pur¬ 
poses  in  the  State.  Since  that  time  they 
have  been  gradually  disappearing.  In  1865 
there  were  796;  in  1870,  336;  and  in  1875, 
121. 

In  1846,  the  year  of  Iowa’s  admission  as 
a  State,  there  were  20,000  scholars  out  of 
100,000  inhabitants.  About  400  school  dis¬ 
tricts  had  been  organized.  In  1850  there 
were  1,200,  and  in  1857  the  number  had  in¬ 
creased  to  3,265. 

In  March,  1858,  upon  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  H  on.  M.  L.  Fisher,  then  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  seventh 
General  Assembly  enacted  that  “  each  civil 
township  is  declared  a  school  district,”  and 
provided  that  these  should  be  divided  into 
sub-districts.  This  law  went  into  force 
March  20,  1858,  and  reduced  the  number  of 
school  districts  from  about  3,500  to  less  than 
900.  This  change  of  school  organization 
resulted  in  a  very  material  reduction  of  the 
expenditures  for  the  compensation  of  dis¬ 
trict  secretaries  and  treasurers.  An  effort 
was  made  for  several  years,  from  1867  to 
1872,  to  abolish  the  sub-district  system. 
Mr.  Kissell,  Superintendent,  recommended 

14 


this  in  his  report  of  January  1,  1872,  and 
Governor  Merrill  forcibly  endorsed  his 
views  in  his  annual  message.  But  the 
Legislature  of  that  year  provided  for  the 
formation  of  independent  districts  from  the 
sub-districts  of  district  townships. 

The  system  of  graded  schools  was  in¬ 
augurated  in  1849,  and  new  schools,  in 
which  more  than  one  teacher  is  employed, 
are  universally  graded. 

Teachers’  institutes  were  organized  early 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  The  first  offi¬ 
cial  mention  of  them  occurs  in  the  annual 
report  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Jr., 
made  December  2,  1850,  who  said:  “An 
institution  of  this  character  was  organized 
a  few  years  ago,  composed  of  the  teachers 
of  the  mineral  regions  of  Illinois,  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa.  An  association  of  teachers  has 
also  been  formed  in  the  county  of  Henry, 
and  an  effort  was  made  in  October  last  to 
organize  a  regular  institute  in  the  county 
of  Jones.” 

No  legislation,  however,  was  held  until 
March,  1858,  when  an  act  was  passed  au¬ 
thorizing  the  holding  of  teachers’  institutes 
for  periods  not  less  than  six  working  days, 
whenever  not  less  than  thirty  teachers 
should  desire.  The  superintendent  was 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  $100 
for  any  one  institute,  to  be  paid  out  by  the 
county  superintendent,  as  the  institute  may 
direct,  for  teachers  and  lecturers,  and  $1,- 
000  was  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  These  institutes.  Mr.  Fisher  at  once 
pushed  the  matter  of  holding  institutes,  and 
December  6, 1858,  he  reported  to  the  Board 
of  Education  that  institutes  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  in  twenty  counties  within  the  pre¬ 
ceding  six  months,  and  more  would  have 
been  held  but  the  appropriation  had  been 
exhausted.  At  the  first  session  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  commencing  December  6, 
1858,  a  code  of  school  laws  was  enacted, 
which  retained  the  existing  provisions  for 
teachers’  institutes.  In  March,  i860,  the 
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General  Assembly  amended  the  act  of  the 
board  by  appropriating  “  a  sum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $50  annually  for  one  such  institute, 
held  as  provided  by  law  in  each  county.” 
In  1865  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Faville,  re¬ 
ported  that  “  the  provision  made  by  the 
State  for  the  benefit  of  teachers’  institutes 
has  never  been  so  fully  appreciated,  both 
by  the  people  and  the  teachers,  as  during 
the  last  two  years.”  Under  this  law  an  in¬ 
stitute  is  held  annually  in  each  county, 
under  the  direction  of  the  county  superin¬ 
tendent. 

By  an  act  approved  March  19,  1874,  nor¬ 
mal  institutes  were  established  in  each 
county,  to  be  held  annually  by  the  county 
superintendent.  This  was  regarded  as  a 
very  decided  step  in  advance  by  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy,  and  in  1876  the  General  Assembly 
established  the  first  permanent  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk 
County,  appropriating  the  building  and 
property  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans  Home 
at  that  place  for  that  purpose.  This  school 
is  now  “in  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex¬ 
periment.” 

Funds  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  are  derived  in  several  ways.  The 
sixteenth  section  of  every  congressional 
township  was  set  apart  by  the  General 
Government  for  school  purposes,  being 
one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  of  the 
State.  The  minimum  price  of  these  lands 
was  fixed  at  $1.25  Per  acre.  Congress  also 
made  an  additional  donation  to  the  State  of 
500,000  acres,  and  an  appropriation  of  5 
per  cent,  on  all  the  sales  of  public  lands  to 
the  school  fund.  The  State  gives  to  this 
fund  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  all  lands 
which  escheat  to  it ;  the  proceeds  of  all 
fines  for  the  violation  of  the  liquor  and 
criminal  laws.  The  money  derived  from 
these  sources  constitutes  the  permanent 
school  fund  of  the  State,  which  cannot  be 
diverted  to  any  other  purpose.  The  pen¬ 
alties  collected  by  the  courts  for  fines  and 


forfeitures  go  to  the  school  fund  in  the 
counties  where  collected.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  lands  and  the  5  per  cent,  fund 
go  into  the  State  Treasury,  and  the  State 
distributes  these  proceeds  to  the  several 
counties  according  to  their  request. 

In  1844  there  were  in  the  State  4,339 
school  districts,  containing  11,244  schools, 
and  employing  21,776  teachers.  The  aver¬ 
age  monthly  pay  of  male  teachers  was 
$32.50,  and  of  female  teachers  $27.25.  There 
were  594,730  persons  of  school  age,  of  whom 
431,513  were  enrolled  in  the  public  schools. 
The  average  cost  of  tuition  for  each  pupil 
per  month  was  $1.62.  The  expenditures 
for  all  school  purposes  was  $5,129,819.49. 
The  permanent  school  fund  is  now  $3,547,- 
123.82,  on  which  the  income  for  1881  was 
$234,622.40. 

Besides  the  State  University,  Agricult¬ 
ural  College  and  Normal  School,  described 
on  preceding  pages,  ample  provision  for 
higher  education  has  been  made  by  the 
different  religious  denominations,  assisted 
by  local  and  individual  beneficence.  There 
are,  exclusive  of  State  institutions,  twenty- 
three  universities  and  colleges,  and  one 
hundred  and  eleven  academies  and  other 
private  schools  for  the  higher  branches. 
All  these  are  in  active  operation,  and  most 
of  them  stand  high. 

Amity  College,  located  at  College 
Springs,  Page  County,  has  eight  instructors 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-five  students. 

Burlington  University,  eight  instructors 
and  forty-three  pupils. 

Callanan  College,  at  Des  Moines,  has 
eighteen  in  the  faculty  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  students  enrolled. 

Central  University,  at  Pella,  Marion 
County,  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  has  eleven  in  the  faculty  and 
one  hundred  and  two  students. 

Coe  College,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  has  a 
faculty  of  ten,  and  an  attendance  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
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Cornell  College,  Methodist  Episcopal,  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  County,  has  eighteen 
members  of  the  faculty  and  four  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  scholars.  This  is  a  strong 
institution. 

Drake  University,  at  Des  Moines,  has 
thirty  instructors  and  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pupils. 

Griswold  College,  at  Davenport,  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
has  seven  instructors  and  seventy-five  stu¬ 
dents. 

Iowa  College,  at  Grinnell,  is  permanently 
endowed.  Has  fourteen  instructors  and 
three  hundred  and  eighty-four  students. 

Iowa  Wesleyan  University  (Methodist 
Episcopal),  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  has  six  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  faculty  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  students. 

Luther  College,  at  Decorah,  Winneshiek 
County,  has  a  faculty  of  ten,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-five  pupils. 

Oskaloosa  College  has  a  faculty  of  five, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  students. 

Penn  College,  at  Oskaloosa,  has  a  facultv 
of  five  members,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
pupils  in  attendance. 

Simpson  Centenary  College,  at  Indianola, 
Warren  County  (Methodist  Episcopal),  has 
a  faculty  of  seven  and  an  attendance  of  two 
hundred. 

Tabor  College,  at  Tabor,  Fremont 
County,  modeled  after  the  Oberlin  (Ohio) 
College,  has  twelve  members  in  the  facult3^ 
and  an  attendance  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
scholars. 

University  of  Des  Moines  has  five  in¬ 
structors  and  fifty  pupils. 

Upper  Iowa  University  (Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal),  located  at  Fayette,  in  Fayette 
County,  has  eleven  instructors  and  three 
hundred  and  fifty  students. 

Whittier  College,  at  Salem,  Henry 
County,  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Friends.  There  are  two  instructors  and 
sixty  pupils. 


STATISTICAL. 

When  Wisconsin  Territory  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1836,  the  entire  population  of  that 
portion  of  the  Territory  now  embraced  in 
the  State  of  Iowa  was  10,531.  The  Terri¬ 
tory  then  embraced  two  counties,  Dubuque 
and  Des  Moines,  erected  by  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  in  1834.  Since  then  the 
counties  have  increased  to  ninety-nine,  and 
the  population  in  1880  was  1,624,463.  The 
following  table  will  show  the  population  at 
different  periods  since  the  erection  of  Iowa 
Territory  : 


Y  ear. 

Population 

Year 

Pop 

1838.... 

.  •••  22,589 

1859 . 

1840. . . . 

i860 . 

1844 

1863 . 

1846. . . . 

1865 . 

1847.... 

1867 . 

1849  ... 

1S69 . 

1850. . . . 

1870 . 

1851.... 

1873 . 

. 1, 

1852. . . . 

1875  . 

1854.. .. 

1856.. .. 

1880 . 

674,9i3 


The  most  populous  county  is  Dubuque — 
42,997.  Polk  County  has  42,395,  and  Scott, 
41,270.  Not  only  in  population,  but  in 
everything  contributing  to  the  growth  and 
greatness  of  a  State,  has  Iowa  made  rapid 
progress.  In  a  little  more  than  thirty-five 
years  its  wild  but  beautiful  prairies  have 
advanced  from  the  home  of  the  savage  to  a 
highly  civilized  commonwealth. 

The  first  railroad  across  the  State  was 
completed  to  Council  Bluffs  in  January, 
1871.  The  completion  of  three  others  scon 
followed.  In  1854  there  was  not  a  mile  of 
railroad  in  Iowa.  Within  the  succeeding 
twenty  years,  3,765  miles  were  built  and 
put  in  successful  operation. 

The  present  value  of  buildings  for  our 
State  institutions  is  as  follows : 


Sta  e  Capitol.. .  .$2,500,000 
State  University.  400,000 
Agricultural  Col. 

and  Farm  ....  300,000 
Inst,  for  the  Blind  150,000 
Institution  for  the 

Deaf  and  Dumb  225,000 


Institutions  for  the 

Insane . $1,149,000 

Orphans’ H  me..  62,000 

Penitentiaries. . ..  408,000 

Normal  School. .  50,000 

Reform  School.  .  90,000 
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HISTOZi  1’  OF  IOWA. 


The  State  has  never  levied  more  than 
two  and  one-half  mills  on  the  dollar  for 
State  tax,  and  this  is  at  present  the  consti¬ 
tutional  limit. 

Iowa  has  no  State  debt.  Whatever  obli¬ 
gations  have  been  incurred  in  the  past  have 
been  promptly  met  and  fully  paid.  Many 
of  the  counties  are  in  debt,  but  only  four  of 
them  to  an  amount  exceeding  $100,000  each. 
The  bonded  debt  of  the  counties  amounts 
in  the  aggregate  to  $2,592,222,  and  the  float- 
ing  debt,  $153,456;  total,  $2,745,678. 

In  the  language  of  Judge  C.  C.  Nourse, 
we  feel  compelled  to  say  :  “  The  great  ulti¬ 
mate  fact  that  America  would  demonstrate 
is,  the  existence  of  a  people  capable  of  at¬ 
taining  and  preserving  a  superior  civiliza¬ 
tion,  with  a  government  self-imposed,  self- 
administered  and  self-perpetuated.  In  this 
age  of  wonderful  progress,  America  can 
exhibit  nothing  to  the  world  of  mankind 
more  wonderful  or  more  glorious  than  her 
new  States — young  empires,  born  of  her 
own  enterprise  and  tutored  at  her  own 
political  hearth-stone.  Well  may  she  say 
to  the  monarchies  of  the  Old  World,  who 
look  for  evidence  of  her  regal  grandeur 
and  state,  ‘Behold,  these  are  my  jewels!’ 
and  may  she  never  blush  to  add,  ‘  This  one 
in  the  center  of  the  diadem  is  Iowa  !’  ” 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

Iowa,  in  the  highly  figurative  and  ex¬ 
pressive  language  of  the  aborigines,  is  said 
to  signify  “  The  Beautiful  Land,”  and  was 
applied  by  them  to  this  magnificent  section 
of  the  country  between  the  two  great  rivers. 

The  general  shape  of  the  State  is  that  of 
a  rectangle,  the  northern  and  southern 
boundaries  being  due  east  and  west  lines, 
and  its  eastern  and  western  boundaries  de¬ 
termined  by  southerly  flowing  rivers^ — the 
Mississippi  on  the  east  and  the  Missouri 
and  the  Big  Sioux  on  the  west.  The  width 
of  the  State  from  north  to  south  is  over  200 
miles,  being  from  the  parallel  of  430  30'  to 


that  of  40 0  36',  or  merely  three  degrees; 
but  this  does  not  include  the  small  angle  at 
the  southeast  corner.  The  length  of  the 
State  from  east  to  west  is  about  265  miles. 
The  area  is  55,044  square  miles,  nearly  all 
of  which  is  readily  tillable  and  highly  fer¬ 
tile. 

The  State  lies  wholly  within,  and  com¬ 
prises  a  part  of  a  vast  plain,  and  there  is  no 
mountainous  or  even  hilly  country  within 
its  borders,  excepting  the  bluffs  of  the  larger 
rivers.  The  highest  point  is  near  Spirit 
Lake,  and  is  but  1 ,200  feet  above  the  lowest* 
which  is  in  the  southeast  corner,  and  is  444 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  average  descent  per  mile  between  these 
two  points  is  four  feet,  and  that  from  Spirit 
Lake  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State, 
at  low-water  mark  of  the  Mississippi,  is  five 
feet  five  inches. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  about  seven- 
eighths  of  Iowa  was  prairie  when  the  white 
race  first  settled  here.  It  seems  to  be  a  set¬ 
tled  point  in  science  that  the  annual  fires  of 
the  Indians,  prevented  this  western  country 
from  becoming  heavily  timbered. 

GEOLOGY. 

Geologists  divide  the  soil  of  Iowa  into 
three  general  divisions,  which  not  only 
possess  different  physical  characters,  but 
also  differ  in  the  mode  of  their  origin. 
These  are  drift,  bluff  and  alluvial  and  be¬ 
long  respectively  to  the  deposits  bearing 
the  same  names.  The  drift  occupies  a 
much  larger  part  of  the  surface  of  the  State 
than  both  the  others.  The  bluff  has  the 
next  greatest  area  of  surface. 

All  soil  is  disintegrated  rock.  The  drift 
deposit  of  Iowa  was  derived  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent  from  the  rocks  of  Minnesota; 
but  the  greater  part  was  derived  from  its 
own  rocks,  much  of  which  has  been  trans¬ 
ported  but  a  short  distance.  In  Northern 
and  Northwestern  Iowa  the  drift  contains 
more  sand  and  gravel  than  elsewhere.  In 
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Southern  Iowa  the  soil  is  frequently  stiff 
and  clayey.  The  bluff  soil  is  found  only  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  adjacent 
to  Missouri  River.  Although  it  contains 
less  than  1  per  cent,  of  clay  in  its  com¬ 
position,  it  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  the 
best  drift  soil.  The  alluvial  soil  is  that  of 
the  flood  plains  of  the  river  valleys,  or  bot¬ 
tom  lands.  That  which  is  periodically 
flooded  by  the  rivers  is  of  little  value  for 
agricultural  purposes  ;  but  a  large  part  of 
it  is  entirely  above  the  reach  of  the  highest 
flood,  and  is  very  productive. 

The  stratified  rocks  of  Iowa  range  from 
the  Azoic  to  the  Mesozoic,  inclusive ;  but 
the  greater  portion  of  the  surface  of  the 
State  is  occupied  by  those  of  the  Palaeozoic 
age.  The  table  below  will  show  each  of 
these  formations  in  their  order : 
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The  Sioux  quartzite,  in  the  azoic  system, 
is  found  exposed  in  natural  ledges  only 
upon  a  few  acres  in  the  extreme  northwest 
corner  of  the  State,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Big  Sioux  River,  for  which  reason  the 
specific  name  of  Sioux  quartzite  has  been 
given  them.  It  is  an  intensely  hard  rock, 
breaks  in  splintery  fracture,  and  of  a  color 
varying,  in  different  localities,  from  a  light 
to  deep  red.  The  process  of  metamorphism 
has  been  so  complete  throughout  the  whole 
formation  that  the  rock  is  almost  every¬ 
where  of  uniform  texture.  The  dip  is  four 
or  five  degrees  to  the  northward,  and  the 
trend  of  the  outcrop  is  eastward  and  west¬ 
ward. 

The  Potsdam  sandstone  formation  is  ex¬ 
posed  only  in  a  small  portion  of  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  State.  It  is  only  to  be 
seen  in  the  bases  of  the  bluffs  and  steep 
valley  sides  which  border  the  river  there. 
It  is  nearly  valueless  for  economic  purposes. 
No  fossils  have  been  discovered  in  this  for¬ 
mation  in  Iowa. 

The  Lower  Magnesian  limestone  has  but 
little  greater  geographical  extent  in  Iowa 
than  the  Potsdam  sandstone.  It  lacks  a 
uniformity  of  texture  and  stratification,  ow¬ 
ing  to  which  it  is  not  generally  valuable  for 
building  purposes. 

The  St.  Peter's  sandstone  formation  is 
remarkably  uniform  in  thickness  through¬ 
out  its  known  geographical  extent,  and  it 
occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  northern 
half  of  Allamakee  County;  immediately  be¬ 
neath  the  drift. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Trenton  lime¬ 
stone,  all  the  limestones  of  both  Upper  and 
Lower  Silurian  age  in  Iowa  are  magnesian 
limestone.  This  formation  occupies  large 
portions  of  Winneshiek  and  Allamakee 
counties,  and  a  small  part  of  Clayton.  The 
greater  part  of  it  is  useless  for  economic 
purposes ;  but  there  are  some  compact, 
even  layers  that  furnish  fine  material  for 
window  caps  and  sills. 
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The  Galena  limestone  is  the  upper  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Trenton  Group.  It  is  150 
miles  long:  and  seldom  exceeds  twelve  miles 
in  width.  It  exhibits  its  greatest  develop¬ 
ment  in  Dubuque  County.  It  is  nearly  a 
pure  dolomite  with  a  slight  admixture  of 
silicious  matter;  good  blocks  for  dressing 
are  sometimes  found  near  the  top  of  the 
bed,  although  it  is  usually  unfit  for  such  a 
purpose.  This  formation  is  the  source  of 
the  lead  ore  of  the  Dubuque  lead  mines. 
The  lead  region  proper  is  confined  to  an 
area  of  about  fifteen  miles  square  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dubuque.  The  ore  occurs  in 
vertical  fissures,  which  traverse  the  rock  at 
regular  intervals  from  east  to  west ;  some 
is  found  in  those  which  have  a  north  and 
south  direction.  This  ore  is  mostly  that 
known  as  galena,  or  sulphuret  of  lead,  very 
small  quantities  only  of  the  carbonate  being 
found  with  it. 

The  surface  occupied  by  the  Maquoketa 
shales  is  more  than  100  miles  in  length,  but 
is  singularly  long  and  narrow,  seldom  reach¬ 
ing  more  than  a  mile  or  two  in  width.  The 
most  northern  exposure  yet  recognized  is 
in  the  western  part  of  Winneshiek  County, 
while  the  most  southerly  is  in  Jackson 
County,  in  the  bluffs  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  formation  is  largely  composed  of  bluish 
and  brownish  shales,  sometimes  slightly 
arenaceous,  sometimes  calcareous,  which 
weather  into  a  tenacious  clay  upon  the  sur¬ 
face,  and  the  soil  derived  from  it  is  usually 
stiff  and  clayey. 

The  area  occupied  by  the  Niagara  lime¬ 
stone  is  forty  and  fifty  miles  in  width  and 
nearly  160  miles  long  from  north  to  south. 
This  formation  is  entirely  a  magnesian  lime¬ 
stone,  with  a  considerable  portion  of  sili¬ 
cious  matter,  in  some  places,  in  the  form  of 
chert  or  coarse  flint.  A  large  part  of  it 
probably  affords  the  best  and  greatest 
amount  of  quarry  rock  in  the  State.  The 
quarries  at  Anamosa,  Le  Claire  and  Farley 
are  all  opened  in  this  formation. 


The  area  of  surface  occupied  by  the 
Hamilton  limestone  and  shales,  is  as  great 
as  those  by  all  the  formations  of  both  Upper 
and  Lower  Silurian  age  in  the  State.  Its 
length  is  nearly  200  miles,  and  width  from 
forty  to  fifty.  Portions  of  it  are  valuable 
for  economic  purposes  ;  and,  having  a  large 
geographical  extent  in  the  State,  is  a  very 
important  formation.  Its  value  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  hvdraulic  lime  has  been  demon- 
strated  at  Waverly,  Bremer  County.  The 
heavier  and  more  uniform  magnesian  beds 
furnish  material  for  bridge  piers  and  other 
material  requiring  strength  and  durability. 
A  coral  occurs  near  Iowa  City,  known  as 
“  Iowa  City  marble”  and  “  bird’s-eye  mar¬ 
ble.” 

Of  the  three  groups  of  formations  that 
constitute  the  carboniferous,  viz.,  the  sub- 
carboniferous,  coal  measures  and  Permian, 
only  the  first  two  are  found  in  Iowa. 

The  Subcarboniferous  group  occupies  a 
very  large  area  of  surface.  Its  eastern 
border  passes  from  the  northeastern  part  of 
Winnebago  County,  with  considerable  di¬ 
rectness  in  a  southeasterly  direction  to  the 
northern  part  of  Washington  County.  It 
then  makes  a  broad  and  direct  bend  nearly 
eastward,  striking  the  Mississippi  at  Mus¬ 
catine.  The  southern  and  western  bound¬ 
aries  are  to  a  considerable  extent  the  same 
as  that  which  separates  it  from  the  real 
field.  From  the  southern  part  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  County  it  passes  southeast  to  Fort 
Dodge,  thence  to  Webster  City,  thence  to 
a  point  three  or  four  miles  northeast  of  El- 
dora,  in  Hardin  County,  thence  southward 
to  the  middle  of  the  north  line  of  Jasper 
County,  thence  southeastward  to  Sigour¬ 
ney,  in  Keokuk  County,  thence  to  the  north¬ 
eastern  corner  of  Jefferson  County,  thence 
sweeping  a  few  miles  eastward  to  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Van  Buren  County.  Its  arc 
is  about  250  miles  long  and  from  twenty  to 
fifty  miles  wide. 

The  most  southerly  exposure  of  the  Kin- 
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derhook  beds  is  in  Des  Moines  County, 
near  the  mouth  of  Skunk  River.  The  most 
northerly  now  known  is  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Pocahontas  County,  more  than  200  miles 
distant.  The  principal  exposures  of  this 
formation  are  along  the  bluffs  which  border 
the  Mississippi  and  Skunk  rivers,  where 
they  form  the  eastern  and  northern  bound¬ 
ary  of  Des  Moines  County;  along  English 
River,  in  Washington  County;  along  the 
Iowa  River,  in  Tama,  Marshall,  Hamlin 
and  Franklin  counties,  and  along  the  Des 
Moines  River,  in  Humboldt  County.  This 
formation  has  a  considerable  economic 
value,  particularly  in  the  northern  portion 
of  the  region  it  occupies.  I11  Pocahontas 
and  Humboldt  counties  it  is  invaluable,  as 
no  other  stone  except  a  few  boulders  are 
found  here.  At  Iowa  Falls  the  lower 
division  is  very  good  for  building  purposes. 
In  Marshall  County  all  the  limestone  to  be 
obtained  comes  from  this  formation,  and 
the  quarries  near  Le  Grand  are  very  valu¬ 
able.  At  this  point  some  of  the  layers  are 
finely  veined  with  peroxide  of  iron,  and  are 
wrought  into  both  useful  and  ornamental 
objects.  In  Tama  County  the  oolitic  mem¬ 
ber  is  well  exposed,  where  it  is  manufact¬ 
ured  into  lime.  Upon  exposure  to  atmos¬ 
phere  and  frost  it  crumbles  to  pieces; 
consequently  it  is  not  valuable  for  building 
purposes. 

The  Burlington  limestone  is  carried  down 
by  the  southerly  dip  of  the  Iowa  rocks,  so 
that  it  is  seen  for  the  last  time  in  this  State 
in  the  valley  of  Skunk  River,  near  the 
southern  boundary  of  Des  Moines  County  ; 
it  has  been  recognized  in  the  northern  part 
of  Washington  County,  which  is  the  most 
northerly  point  that  it  has  been  found  ;  but 
it  probably  exists  as  far  north  as  Marshall 
County.  Much  valuable  material  is  afforded 
by  this  formation  for  economic  purposes. 
The  upper  division  furnishes  excellent  com¬ 
mon  quarry  rock.  Geologists  are  attracted 
by  the  great  abundance  and  variety  of  its 


fossils — crinoids — now  known  to  be  more 
than  300. 

The  Keokuk  limestone  formation  is  to  be 
seen  only  in  four  counties  :  Lee,  Van  Buren, 
Henry  and  Des  Moines.  In  some  localities 
the  upper  silicious  portion  is  known  as  the 
Geode  bed  ;  it  is  not  recognizable  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  formation,  nor  in 
connection  with  it  where  it  is  exposed, 
about  eighty  miles  below  Keokuk.  The 
geodes  of  the  Geode  bed  are  more  or  less 
masses  of  silex,  usually  hollow  and  lined 
with  crystals  of  quartz ;  the  outer  crust  is 
rough  and  unsightly,  but  the  crystals  which 
stud  the  interior  are  often  very  beautiful ; 
they  vary  in  size  from  the  size  of  a  walnut 
to  a  foot  in  diameter.  This  formation  is  of 
great  economic  value.  Large  quantities 
of  its  stone  have  been  used  in  the  finest 
structures  in  the  State,  among  which  are 
the  postofbces  at  Dubuque  and  Des  Moines. 
The  principal  quarries  are  along  the  banks 
pf  the  Mississippi,  from  Keokuk  to  Nauvoo. 

The  St.  Louis  limestone  is  the  uppermost 
of  the  subcarboniferous  group  in  Iowa.  It 
occupies  a  small  superficial  area,  consisting 
of  long,  narrow  strips,  yet  its  extent  is  very 
great.  It  is  first  seen  resting  on  the  Gebde 
division  of  the  Keokuk  limestone,  near  Keo¬ 
kuk  ;  proceeding  northward,  it  forms  a 
narrow  border  along  the  edge  of  the  coal 
fields  in  Lee,  Des  Moines,  Henry,  Jeffer¬ 
son,  Washington,  Keokuk  and  Mahaska 
counties ;  it  is  then  lost  sight  of  until  it 
appears  again  in  the  banks  of  Boone  River, 
where  it  again  passes  out  of  view  under  the 
Coal  Measures,  until  it  is  next  seen  in  the 
banks  of  the  Des  Moines,  near  Fort  Dodgre. 
As  it  exists  in  Iowa,  it  consists  of  three 
tolerably  distinct  sub-divisions  :  The  mag¬ 
nesian,  arenaceous  and  calcareous.  The 
upper  division  furnishes  excellent  material 
for  quicklime,  and  when  quarries  are  well 
opened,  as  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Van 
Buren  County,  large  blocks  are  obtained. 
The  sandstone,  or  middle  division,  is  of 
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little  value.  The  lower,  or  magnesian  di¬ 
vision,  furnishes  a  valuable  and  durable 
stone,  exposures  of  which  arc  found  on  Lick 
Creek,  in  Van  Buren  County,  and  on  Long 
Creek,  seven  miles  west  of  Burlington. 

I  he  Coal  Measure  group  is  properly 
divided  into  three  formations,  viz.:  The 
Lower,  Middle  and  Upper  Coal  Measures, 
each  having  a  vertical  thickness  of  about 
200  feet.  The  Lower  Coal  Measures  exist 
eastward  and  northward  of  the  Des  Moines 
River,  and  also  occupy  a  large  area  west¬ 
ward  and  southward  of  that  river,  but  their 
southerly  dip  passes  them  below  the  Middle 
Coal  Measures  at  no  great  distance  from 
the  river.  This  formation  possesses  greater 
economic  value  than  any  other  in  the  whole 
State.  The  clay  that  underlies  almost  every 
bed  of  coal  furnishes  a  large  amount  of  ma¬ 
terial  for  potter’s  use.  The  sandstone  of 
these  measures  is  usually  soft  and  unfit,  but 
in  some  places,  as  in  Red  Rock  in  Marion 
County,  blocks  of  large  dimensions  are  ob¬ 
tained,  which  make  good  building  material, 
samples  of  which  can  be  seen  in  the  State 
Arsenal,  at  Des  Moines. 

The  Upper  Coal  Measures  occupy  a 
very  large  area,  comprising  thirteen  whole 
counties,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
State.  By  its  northern  and  eastern  bound¬ 
aries  it  adjoins  the  area  occupied  by  the 
Middle  Coal  Measures. 

The  next  strata  in  the  geological  series 
are  of  the  Cretaceous  age.  They  are  found 
in  the  western  half  of  the  State,  and  do  not 
dip,  as  do  all  the  other  formations  upon 
which  they  rest,  to  the  southward  and  west¬ 
ward,  but  have  a  general  dip  of  their  own 
to  the  north  of  westward,  which,  however, 
is  very  slight.  Although  the  actual  ex¬ 
posures  of  cretaceous  rocks  are  few  in  Iowa, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  thst  nearly  all  the 
western  half  of  the  State  was  originally 
occupied  by  them  ;  but  they  have  been 
removed  by  denudation,  which  has  taken 
place  at  two  separate  periods. 


The  Nishnabotany  sandstone  has  the  most 
easterly  and  southerly  extent  of  the  cre¬ 
taceous  deposits  of  Iowa,  reaching  the 
southeastern  part  of  Guthrie  County  and 
the  southern  part  of  Montgomery  County. 
To  the  northward,  it  passes  beneath  the 
Woodbury  sandstones  and  shales,  the  latter 
passing  beneath  the  chalky  beds.  This 
sandstone  is,  with  few  exceptions,  valueless 
for  economic  purposes. 

The  chalky  beds  rest  upon  the  Wood¬ 
bury  sandstone  and  shales.  They  have  not 
been  observed  in  Iowa  except  in  the  bluffs 
which  border  the  Big  Sioux  River  in  Wood¬ 
bury  and  Plymouth  counties.  They  are 
composed  almost  entirely  of  calcareous  ma¬ 
terial,  the  upper  portion  of  which  is  exten¬ 
sively  used  for  lime.  No  building  material 
can  be  obtained  from  these  beds,  and  the 
only  value  they  possess,  except  lime,  are 
the  marls,  which  at  some  time  may  be  use¬ 
ful  on  the  soil  of  the  adjacent  region. 

Extensive  beds  of  peat  exist  in  Northern 
Middle  Iowa,  which,  it  is  estimated,  contain 
the  following  areas:  Cerro  Gordo  County, 
1,500  acres;  Worth,  2,000;  Winnebago,  2,- 
000;  Hancock,  1,500;  Wright,  500;  Kos¬ 
suth,  700;  Dickinson,  80.  Several  other 
counties  contain  peat  beds,  but  the' peat  is 
inferior  to  that  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State.  The  beds  are  of  an  average  depth 
of  four  feet.  It  is  estimated  that  each  acre 
of  these  beds  will  furnish  250  tons  of  dry 
fuel  for  each  foot  in  depth.  At  present 
this  peat  is  not  utilized  ;  but  owing  to  its 
great  distance  from  the  coal  fields  and  the 
absence  of  timber,  the  time  is  coming  when 
its  value  will  be  fully  realized. 

The  only  sulphate  of  the  alkaline  earths 
of  any  economic  value  is  gypsum,  and  it 
may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Dodge 
in  Webster  County.  The  deposit  occupies 
a  nearly  central  position  in  the  county,  the 
Des  Moines  River  running  nearly  centrally 
through  it,  along  the  valley  sides  of  which 
the  gypsum  is  seen  in  the  form  of  ordinary 
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rock  cliff  and  ledges,  and  also  occurring 
abundantly  in  similar  positions  along  both 
sides  of  the  valleys  of  the  smaller  streams 
and  of  the  numerous  ravines  coming  into 
the  river  valley.  The  most  northerly  known 
limit  of  the  deposit  is  at  a  point  near  the 
mouth  of  Lizard  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the 
Des  Moines  River  and  almost  adjoining  the 
town  of  Fort  Dodge.  The  most  southerly 
point  at  which  it  has  been  exposed  is  about 
six  miles,  by  way  of  the  river,  from  the 
northerly  point,  mentioned.  The  width  of 
the  area  is  unknown,  as  the  gypsum  be¬ 
comes  lost  beneath  the  overlying  drift,  as 
one  goes  up  the  ravines  and  minor  valleys. 

On  either  side  of  the  creeks  and  ravines 
which  come  into  the  valley  of  the  Des 
Moines  River,  the  gypsum  is  seen  jutting 
out  from  beneath  the  drift  in  the  form  of 
ledges  and  bold  quarry  fronts,  having  al¬ 
most  the  exact  appearance  of  ordinary  lime¬ 
stone  exposures,  so  horizontal  and  regular 
its  lines  of  stratification,  and  so  similar  in 
color  is  it  to  some  varieties  of  that  rock. 
The  principal  quarries  now  opened  are  on 
Two  Mile  Creek,  a  couple  of  miles  below 
Fort  Dodge. 

Epsomite,  or  native  Epsom  salts,  having 
been  discovered  near  Burlington,  all  the 
sulphates  of  alkaline  earths  of  natural  origin 
have  been  recognized  in  Iowa,  all  except 
the  sulphate  of  lime  being  in  very  small 
quantity. 

Sulphate  of  lime  in  the  various  forms  of 
fibrous  gypsum,  selenite  and  small,  amor¬ 
phous  masses,  has  also  been  discovered  in 
various  formations  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  including  the  Coal  Measure  shales 
near  Fort  Dodge,  where  it  exists  in  small 
quantities,  quite  independently  of  the  great 
gypsum  of  deposit  there.  The  quantity  of 
gypsum  in  these  minor  deposits  is  always 
too  small  to  be  of  any  practical  value, 
usually  occurring  in  shales  and  shaly  clays, 
associated  with  strata  that  contain  more  or 
less  sulphuret  of  iron.  Gypsum  has  thus 


been  detected  in  the  Coal  Measures,  the  St. 
Louis  limestone,  the  Cretaceous  strata,  and 
also  in  the  dead  caves  of  Dubuque. 

Sulphate  of  strontia  is  found  at  Fort 
Dodge. 

CLIMATE. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  climate  of 
this  State  is  the  prevalence  of  wind,  which 
is  somewhat  greater  than  in  the  States  south 
and  east,  but  not  so  great  as  farther  west. 
The  air  is  purer  than  either  east  or  south, 
as  indicated  by  the  bluer  sky  and  conse¬ 
quent  deeper  green  vegetation,  and  is 
therefore  more  bracing.  By  way  of  con¬ 
trast,  Northern  Illinois  has  a  whiter  sky 
and  a  consequent  more  yellowish  green 
vegetation. 

The  prevailing  direction  of  the  wind  is 
from  the  west. 

Thunder-storms  are  somewhat  more  vio¬ 
lent  here  than  east  or  south,  but  not  so 
furious  as  toward  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
The  greatest  rainfall  is  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  State,  and  the  least  in  the  north¬ 
western  portion.  The  increase  of  timber 
growth  is  increasing  the  amount  of  rain,  as 
well  as  distributing  it  more  evenly  through¬ 
out  the  year.  As  elsewhere  in  the  North¬ 
western  States,  easterly  winds  bring  rain 
and  snow,  while  westerly  ones  clear  the  sky. 
While  the  highest  temperature  occurs  here 
in  August,  the  month  of  July  averages  the 
hottest,  and  January  the  coldest.  The  mean 
temperature  of  April  and  October  nearly 
corresponds  to  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  year,  as  well  as  to  the  seasons  of  spring 
and  fall,  while  that  of  summer  and  winter 
is  best  represented  by  August  and  Decem¬ 
ber.  Indian  summer  is  delightful  and  well 
prolonged.  Untimely  frosts  sometimes  oc¬ 
cur,  but  seldom  severely  enough  to  do 
great  injury.  The  wheat  crop  being  a 
staple  product  of  this  State,  and  not  injured 
at  all  by  frost,  this  great  resource  of  the 
State  continues  intact. 
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CENSUS  OK  IOWA. 


COUNT  I  KS. 


Adair . 

Adams . 

Allamakee.. . , 
Appanoose  . . 
Audubon. . . . , 

Benton . 

Black  Hawk. 

Boone . 

Bremer . 

Buchanan  . . . 
Buena  Vista.. 

Butler . 

Calhoun . 

Carroll . 

Cass . 

Cedar . 

Cerro  Gordo. 
Cherokee. . . . , 
Chickasaw. . . 

Clarke . 

Clay . 

Clayton . . 

Clinton . . 

Crawford . . 

Dallas . 

Davis . 

Decatur . 

Delaware . 

Des  Moines.. . 
Dickinson. . . . 

Dubuque . 

Emmett . 

Fayette . 

Floyd . 

Franklin . 

Fremont . 

Greene . 

Grundy . 

Guthrie . 

Hamilton . 

Hancock . 

Hardin . 

Harrison . 

Henry . 

Howard . 

Humboldt. . . . 

Ida . 

Iowa . 

Jackson . 

Jasper . 

Jefferson . 

Johnson . 

Jones . 

Keokuk . 

Kossuth . 

Lee . 

Linn .  . 

Louisa . 

Lucas . 

Lvon . 

Madison . 

Mahaska . 

Marion . . 

Marshall . 

Mills . 
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43 
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OF  IOWA. 


COUNTIKS. 


1 850 . 


Mitchell . 

Monona . 

Monroe . . 

Montgomery. . 
Muscatine . . . 

O’Brien . 

Osceola . 

Page . 

Palo  Alto . 

Plymouth.  . . . 
Pocahontas. . . 

Polk . 

Pottawattamie. 
Poweshiek.. . . 

Ringgold . 

Sac . . 

Scott . 

Shelby  . . 

Sioux . 

Story . 

Tama . 

Taylor . 

Union . 

Van  Buren. . . 

Wapello . 

Warren . 

Washington. . . 

Wayne . 

Webster . 

Winnebago.  . . 
Winneshiek.. . . 

Woodbury . 

Worth . 

W  right . 
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Total .  I  192,214 
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10 
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5,986 
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17,042 
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22,346 
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17,980 
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14,235 

18,952 

20,375 

6,409 

11,287 

16,127 

2,504 

10,4  84 

i5,95o 

168 
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23,937 

i,**9 

6,172 

*4,997 

756 

2,892 

7,953 

653 

2,392 

5,062 

674,9*3 

*,*9*,792 

1,624,463 

TERRITORIAL  OFFICERS. 

Governors. — Robert  Lucas,  1 838— ’4 1 ;  John 
Chamber,  1841-45  ;  James  Clark,  1845. 

Secretaries. — Wm.  B.  Conway,  1838,  died 
1839;  James  Clark,  1839-41;  O.  H.  W. 
Stull,  1841-43;  Samuel  J.  Burr,  1843-45  ; 
Jesse  Williams,  1845. 

Auditors. — Jesse  Williams,  1840-43;  Will¬ 
iam  L.  Gilbert,  1843-45;  Robert  M.  Secrest, 
i845. 

Treasurers . — Thornton  Bay  lie,  1839-40; 
Morgan  Reno,  1840. 

Judges . — Charles  Mason,  Chief  Justice. 
1838;  Joseph  Williams,  1838;  Thomas  S. 
Wilson,  1838. 

Presidents  of  Council. — Jesse  B.  Brown, 
1838-49;  Stephen  Hempstead,  1839-40;  M. 
Bainridge,  i840-’4i;  J.  W.  Parker,  1841 -’42; 
John  D.  Elbert,  1842-43  ;  Thomas  Cox, 
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i843-’44;  S.  Clinton  Hasting,  1845;  Stephen 
Hempstead,  i845-*46. 

Speakers  of  the  House. — William  H.  Wal¬ 
lace,  1 838— ’39  ;  Edward  Johnson,  1839-40; 
Thomas  Cox,  1840-31  ;  Warner  Lewis, 
1841-42;  James  M.  Morgan,  1842-43;  James 
P.  Carleton,  1843-44;  James  M.  Morgan, 
1845  ;  George  W.  McLeary,  1845-46. 

STATE  OFFICERS. 

Governors.  —  Ansel  Briggs,  i846-’5o; 
Stephen  Hempstead,  1850-54:  James  W. 
Grimes,  1 854— ’58 ;  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  1858— 
’60;  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  i86o-’64  ;  Will¬ 
iam  M.  Stone,  1 864— "68  ;  Samuel  Morrill, 
1 868— ’72 ;  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  1872-76; 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  1 876— ’77  ;  J.  G.  New- 
bold,  1 877— ’78  ;  John  H.  Gear,  1 878— ’82  ; 
Buren  R.  Sherman,  i882-’86  ;  William  Lar- 
rabee,  1886. 

Lieutenant-Governors. — Oran  Faville,  1858- 
’60;  Nicholas  J.  Rusch,  i86o-’62;  John  R. 
Needham,  i862-'64;  Enoch  W.  Eastman, 
1 864— ’66  ;  Benjamin  F.  Gue,  i866-’68  ;  John 
Scott,  1868-70;  M.  M.  Walden,  1 870-^2  ; 
H.  C.  Bulis,  i872-’74;  Joseph  Dysart, 
i874~’76;  Joshua  G.  Newbold,  1 876— ’78 ; 
Frank  T.  Campbell,  1878-82;  Orlando  H. 
Manning,  i882-’85  ;  John  A.  T.  Hull,  1886. 

This  office  was  created  by  the  new  con¬ 
stitution  Sept.  3,  1857. 

Secretaries  of  State. — Elisha  Cutter,  Jr., 
i846-’48;  Joseph  H.  Bonney,  i848-’5o; 
George  W.  McCleary,  1 850— ’56 ;  Elijah 
Sells,  1856— ’63 ;  James  Wright,  i863-’67  ; 
Ed.  Wright,  i867-’73  ;  Josiah  T.  Young, 
i873-’79;  J- A.  T.  Hull,  1879-85;  Franklin 
D.  Jackson,  1885. 

Auditors  of  State. — Joseph  T.  Fales, 
i846-’5o;  William  Pattee,  i85o-’54;  Andrew 
J.  Stevens,  1 854—’ 5 5  ;  John  Pattee,  185 5— ’59  ; 
Jonathan  W.  Cattell,  1 859— ’65  ;  John  A. 
Elliott,  1865-71  ;  John  Russell,  1871— ’75  ; 
Buren  R.  Sherman,  1875-81  ;  Wm.  V. 
Lucas,  1881  ;  John  L.  Brown,  i882-’83  ;  J. 
W.  Cattell,  acting,  1885-86. 


Treasurers  of  State. — Morgan  Reno, 
i846-’5o;  Israel  Kister,  i85o-’52;  Martin  L. 
Morris,  1852-59;  John  W.  Jones,  1 859— ’63  ; 
William  H.  Holmes,  1863-67;  Samuel  E. 
Rankin,  1867-73 ;  William  Christy,  1873- 
’77;  George  W.  Bemis,  1 877— ’8 1  ;  Edwin 
H.  Conger,  1 88 1— *85  ;  Voltaire  Twombly, 
1885. 

Attorney-Generals.  —  David  C.  Cloud, 
1 85 3— ’56 ;  Samuel  A.  Rice,  i856-’6o  ;  Charles 
C.  Nourse,  i86o-’64;  Isaac  L.  Allen,  1865- 
'66;  Frederick  E.  Bissell,  i866-’67;  Henry 
O’Connor,  i867~’72;  Marcena  E.  Cutts, 
1872-76;  John  F.  Mcjunkin,  1877— ’81  ; 
Smith  McPherson,  188 1— ’85  ;  A.  J.  Baker, 
1885. 

Adjutant-Generals. — Daniel  S.  Lee,  1851— 
’55;  George  W.  McCleary,  185 5— ’57 ;  Eli- 
jahrSells,  1857;  Jesse  Bowen,  185 7—  6 1  ;  Na¬ 
thaniel  Baker,  1 86 1— ’77  ;  John  H.  Looby, 
1877-78;  W.  L,  Alexander,  i878-’84. 

Registers  of  the  State  Land-Office. — Anson 
Hart,  185 5— ’57  ;  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  1857- 
’59;  Amos  B.  Miller,  i859-’62  ;  Edwin 
Mitchell,  1862-63 ;  Josiah  A.  Harvey, 
i863-’67;  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  1 867— ’7 1  ; 
Aaron  Brown,  1871-75  ;  David  Secor, 
1 875— *79  ;  J.  K.  Powers,  1879-82* 

Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction. — 
James  Harlan,  1847-48;  Thos.  H.  Benton, 
Jr.,  i848-’54;  James  D.  Eads,  1 8 54—’ 57, 
Joseph  C.  Stone,  1857;  Maturin  L.  Fisher, 
1 85/— ’58  ;  Oran  Faville,  1864-67;  D.  Frank¬ 
lin  Wells,  1 867-68  ;  A.  S.  Kissell,  1 868— ’72  ; 
Alonzo  Abernethy,  1872-76;  Carl  W. 
Van  Coelen,  1 876— ’82 ;  John  W.  Akers, 
i882-’84. 

This  office  was  created  in  1847  and  abol¬ 
ished  in  1858,  and  the  duties  then  devolved 
upon  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion;  it  was  re-created  March  23,  1864. 

State  Printers. — Garrett  D.  Palmer  and 
George  Paul,  i849-’5i  ;  William  H.  Merritt, 

1 85 1— ’5 3  ;  William  A.  Hornish,  1853  ;  Den- 

*Office  abolished  January  i,  1883,  and  duties  devolved 
on  the  Secretary  of  State 
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nis  A.  Mahoney  and  Joseph  B.  Dorr,  185 3— 
’55;  Peter  Moriarty,  185 5—  57  ;  John  Tees- 
dale,  1857-61  ;  Francis  \Yr.  Palmer,  1861- 
’69;  Frank  M.  Mills,  186)9-71  ;  G.  W.  Ed¬ 
wards,  1 87 1  —’73  ;  Rich.  P.  Clarkson,  1 873— 
’79;  Frank  M.  Mills,  1 879— *8 1  ;  Geo.  E. 
Roberts,  1881. 

State  Binders. — William  M.  Coles,  1855- 
’58;  Frank  M.  Mills,  1 8 58— *67  ;  James  S. 
Carter,  1 S67— ’7 1  ;  J.J.  Smart,  1871-75  ;  H. 
A.  Perkins,  1 S75— ’79  ;  Matt.  Parrott,  1879- 
’85  ;  L.  S.  Merchant,  1885. 

Secretaries  of  Board  of  Education. — T. 
H.  Benton,  Jr.,  1 8 59— ’63  ;  Oran  Faville, 
i863-’64. 

This  office  was  abolished  March  23,  1864. 
Presidents  of  the  Senate. — Thomas  Baker, 
1846-47;  Thomas  Hughes,  1847-48;  John  J. 
Selman,  1848-49;  Enos  Lowe,  i849-’5i  ; 
Wm.  E.  Leffingwell,  1 85 1-’ 5 3  ;  Maturn  L. 
Fisher,  185 3-’ 5 5  ;  Wm.  W.  Hamilton,  1855- 
’57- 

Under  the  new  Constitution  the  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Governor  is  President  of  the  Senate. 
Speakers  of  the  House. — Jesse  B.  Brown, 

1846- ’48  ;  Smiley  H.  Bonham,  i848-’5o; 
George  Temple,  i85o-’52;  James  Grant, 
1 85 2—’ 54 ;  Reuben  Noble,  1 8 54— ’ 56  ;  Samuel 
McFarland,  1 856—' 5 7  ;  Stephen  B.  Sheledy, 
1 857— ’59  ;  John  Edwards,  1 859— ’G 1  ;  Rush 
Clark,  i86i-’63;  Jacob  Butler,  1 863— ’65 ;  Ed. 
Wright,  1 865— ’67  ;  John  Russell,  1 867— '69  ; 
Aylett  R.  Cotton,  1 869— ’7 1  ;  James  Wilson, 
1 87 1— ’73  ;  John  H.  Geer,  1873-77;  JohnY. 
Stone,  1877-79;  Lore  Alford,  i88o-’8i  ;  G. 
R.  Struble,  1882— ’83  ;  Wm.  P.  Wolf,  1884; 
Albert  Head,  1886. 

Chief  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court. — 
Charles  Mason,  1847;  Joseph  Williams, 

1847- 48;  S.  Clinton  Hastings,  1848-49; 
Joseph  Williams,  1849-’ 5  5  5  George  G. 
Wright,  185 5— *6o  ;  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  i86o-’62; 
Caleb  Baldwin,  i862-’64;  George  G. 
Wright,  1864-66;  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  1866- 
’68;  John  F.  Dillon,  i868-’7o;  Chester  C. 


Cole,  1 870—  7 1  ;  James  G.  Day,  1 87 1— *72  ; 
Joseph  M.  Beck,  1 872— "74  ;  W.  E.  Miller, 
1 874—^76 ;  Chester  C.  Cole,  1876;  Wm.  H. 
Seevers,  i876-’77  ;  James  G.  Day,  1 877— ’78; 
James  H.  Rothrock,  1 878— ’83  and  ’84; 
Joseph  M.  Beck,  i879-’8o  and ’85  ;  Austin 
Adams,  i88o-’8i  and  ’86;  Wm.  H.  Seevers, 
1882. 

Associate  Justices. — Joseph  Williams,  held 
over  from  territorial  government  until  a 
successor  was  appointed  ;  Thomas  S.  Wil¬ 
son,  1847;  John  F.  Kinney,  1847-’ 54;  George 
Greene,  1 847—’ 5 5  ;  Jonathan  C.  Hall,  1 854— 
’55  ;  William  G.  Woodward,  1855  ;  Norman 
W.  Isbell,  185 5— ’ 5G  ;  Lacon  D.  Stockton, 
i856-’6o;  Caleb  Baldwin,  i86o-’64;  Ralph 
P.  Lowe,  i860;  George  G.  Wright,  i860; 
John  F.  Dillon,  i864-’7o;  Chester  C.  Cole, 
1 864— ’77 ;  Joseph  M.  Beck,  1868;  W.  E. 
Miller,  1870;  James  G.  Day,  1870. 

United  States  Senators.  —  Augustus  C. 
Dodge,  1848-55  ;  George  W.  Jones,  1848- 
’59;  James  Harlan,  1855— ’65  ;  James  W. 
Grimes,  i859~’69;  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood, 
1866;  James  Harlan,  1 867— ’73  ;  James  B. 
Howell,  1870;  George  G.  Wright,  1 871— 
’77;  William  B.  Allison,  1 873-79  ;  Samuel 
J.  Kirkwood,  1 877— ’8 1 ;  Wm.  B.  Allison, 
1 879— ’85  ;  James  W.  McDill,  1881  ;  James 
F.  Wilson,  1883. 

Present  State  Officers  (1886). — Governor, 
William  Larrabee  ;  Secretary  of  State, 
Frank  D.  Jackson ;  Auditor  of  State,  J.  W. 
Cattell,  acting;  Treasurer,  Y7oltaire  Twom- 
bly ;  Superintendent  Public  Instruction, 
John  W.  Akers;  Printer,  George  E.  Rob¬ 
erts;  Binder,  L.  S.  Merchant;  Adjutant- 
General,  W.  L.  Alexander  *  Librarian,  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Maxwell. 

Supreme  Court.  —  William  H.  Seevers, 
Chief  Justice,  Oskaloosa ;  James  G.  Day, 
Sidney,  James  H.  Rothrock,  Tipton,  Joseph 
M.  Beck,  Fort  Madison,  Austin  Adams, 
Dubuque,  Judges;  A.  J.  Baker,  Attorney- 
General. 
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OBERT  LUCAS,  the  first 
Governor  of  Iowa  Ter¬ 
ritory,  was  the  fourth 
son  and  ninth  child  of 
William  and  Susan¬ 
nah  Lucas,  and  was 
born  April  i,  1781, 
in  Jefferson  Valley, 
at  Shepherdstown,  Jefferson 
County,  Virginia,  a  few  miles 
from  Harper’s  Ferry,  where  his 
ancestors  settled  before  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  His  father,  who  was 
descended  from  William  Penn, 
was  born  January  18,  1743,  and 
his  mother,  of  Scotch  extrac¬ 
tion,  was  born  October  8,  1745. 

They  were  married  about  the 
year  1760,  and  reared  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  six  daughters.  His  father,  who  had 
served  as  a  Captain  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  had 
distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  Bloody 
Run,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Scioto 
County,  Ohio,  early  in  the  present  century. 

At  the  time  of  this  removal  Robert  was 
a  young  man.  He  had  obtained  his  educa¬ 
tion  chief!  v  in  Virginia,  from  an  old  Scotch 
schoolmaster  named  McMullen,  who  taught 
him  mathematics  and  surveying.  The  latter 
afforded  him  remunerative  employment  im¬ 
mediately  upon  his  entrance  into  Ohio. 

He  was  married  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
April  3,  1810,  to  Elizabeth  Brown,  who  died 
October  18, 1812,  leaving  an  infant  daugh¬ 


ter,  who  afterward  became  Mrs.  Minerva 
E.  B.  Sumner.  March  7,  1816,  he  formed 
a  second  matrimonial  connection  ;  this  time 
with  Friendly  A.  Sumner,  who  bore  to  him 
four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  first  public  office  held  by  Robert 
Lucas  was  that  of  County  Surveyor  of  Sci¬ 
oto  County,  the  commission  from  Governor 
Edward  Tiffin,  of  Ohio,  appointing  him  such 
being  dated  December  26,  1803.  Decem¬ 
ber  1 6,  1805,  he  was  commissioned  by 

Governor  Tiffin  justice  of  the  peace  for 
three  years.  His  first  military  appointment 
was  that  of  Lieutenant  of  militia,  by  virtue 
of  which  he  was  authorized  to  raise  twenty 
men  to  assist  in  filling  Ohio’s  quota  of  500 
volunteers  called  for  by  the  President  in 
view  of  possible  difficulties  with  the  Spanish. 
He  was  subsequently  promoted  through 
all  the  military  grades  to  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  of  Ohio  militia,  which  latter  rank  was 
conferred  upon  him  in  1818. 

He  was  a  Brigadier-General  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  had 
much  to  do  with  raising  troops.  He  was 
appointed  a  Captain  in  the  regular  army, 
but  before  his  commission  reached  him  he 
was  already  in  active  service,  scouting, 
spying,  carrying  a  musket  in  the  ranks  and 
in  other  useful  capacities.  After  Hull’s 
surrender  he  was  paroled  and  returned  to 
Ohio.  He  was  in  the  course  of  time  made 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  then  a  Colonel, 
from  which  position  he  resigned. 

He  served  in  numerous  civil  offices  in 
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Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage, 
in  1 8 1 6,  he  was  and  had  been  for  some  time 
a  member  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  serving 
successively  for  nineteen  years  in  one  or  the 
other  branch,  and  in  the  course  of  his  leg¬ 
islative  career  presiding  over  first  one 
and  then  the  other  branch.  In  1820  and 
again  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
Presidential  electors  of  Ohio.  In  May, 
1832,  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  he  presided 
over  the  first  Democratic  National  Con¬ 
vention — that  which  nominated  Andrew 
Jackson  for  his  second  term  as  President, 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  for  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent.  In  1832  he  was  elected  Governor 
of  Ohio,  and  re-elected  in  1834.  He  declined 
a  third  nomination  for  the  same  office. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  to  divide  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  and  to  establish  the 
territorial  government  of  Iowa,  approved 
June  12,  1838,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
appointed  Governor  of  the  new  Territory, 
and  he  immediately  accepted  the  responsi¬ 
bility.  A  journey  from  the  interior  of  Ohio 
to  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  was 
then  a  matter  of  weeks ;  so  that,  although 
Governor  Lucas  set  out  from  his  home  on 
the  25th  of  July,  delaying  on  his  route 
a  few  days  at  Cincinnati,  to  arrange  for  the 
selection  of  the  books  for  a  territorial 
library,  it  was  not  till  nearly  the  middle  of 
August  that  he  reached  Burlington,  then 
the  temporary  seat  of  government. 

The  first  official  act  of  Lucas  as  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Iowa  was  to  issue  a  proclamation 
dated  August  13,  1838,  dividing  the  Terri¬ 
tory  into  eight  representative  districts,  ap¬ 
portioning  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  among  the  nine¬ 
teen  counties  then  composing  the  Terri¬ 
tory,  and  appointing  the  second  Monday 
in  September  ensuing  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  and 
a  delegate  to  Congress.  His  first  message 
to  the  Legislature,  after  its  organization, 
was  dated  November  12,  1838,  and  related 


chiefly  to  a  code  of  laws  for  the  new  com¬ 
monwealth.  He  opposed  imprisonment  for 
debt,  favored  the  death  penalty  for  murder 
(executions  to  be  in  the  presence  of  only 
the  Sheriff  and  a  suitable  number  of  wit¬ 
nesses),  and  strenuously  urged  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  a  liberal  system  of  common 
schools.  The  organization  of  the  militia 
was  also  one  of  his  pet  measures.  There 
was  a  broad  difference  between  the  views 
of  a  majority  of  this  Legislative  Assembly 
and  the  Governor,  on  many  questions  of 
public  policy,  as  well  as  points  of  authority. 
This  resulted  in  the  sending  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  a  memorial,  dated  January  12,  1839, 
signed  by  eight  of  the  council  and  seven 
of  the  Representatives,  praying  the  re¬ 
moval  of  Governor  Lucas.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  memorial  for  the  Governor’s  re¬ 
moval  was  passed  by  both  Houses,  signed 
in  due  form  by  their  presiding  officers,  and 
transmitted  to  the  President.  The  charges 
made  were  met  by  a  protest  signed  by 
eight  Representatives,  and  as  a  result  Gov¬ 
ernor  Lucas  was  allowed  to  remain  in  office 
until  the  next  change  of  administration. 

In  1839  ar,d  40  occurred  the  well-known 
boundary  dispute  with  Missouri,  which 
was  finally  settled  in  favor  of  Iowa,  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  No¬ 
vember  5,  1839,  Governor  Lucas  announced 
that  the  Territory  had  advanced  in  improve¬ 
ment,  wealth  and  population  (which  latter 
was  estimated  at  50,000)  without  a  parallel 
in  history,  and  recommended  the  necessary 
legislation  preparatory  to  the  formation  of 
a  State  government.  This  was  overruled 
by  the  people,  however.  Among  the  latest 
of  Governor  Lucas’s  acts  was  a  proclama¬ 
tion  dated  April  30,  1841,  calling  the  Leg¬ 
islature  to  assemble,  for  the  first  time,  at 
Iowa  City,  the  new  capitol. 

March  25,  1841,  he  was  succeeded  by 
John  Chambers.  He  lived  a  private  life 
near  Iowa  City  until  his  death,  February 
7,  1853,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
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OHN  CHAMBERS  was 
the  second  Governor  of 
Iowa  Territor}^.  He  was 
born  October  6,  1780,  at 
Bromley  Bridge,  Somer¬ 
set  County,  New  Jersey. 
His  father,  Rowland  Cham¬ 
bers,  was  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  of  Irish  parentage. 
According  to  a  tradition  in 
the  family,  their  remote 
ancestors  were  Scotch,  and 
belonged  to  the  clan  Cam¬ 
eron.  Having  refused  to 
join  in  the  rebellion  of  1645, 
they  migrated  to  Ireland, 
where,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  on  their 
own  petition,  they  took  the  name  of  Cham¬ 
bers.  Rowland  Chambers  espoused  with 
enthusiasm  the  cause  of  American  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  was  commissioned  a  Colonel 
of  New  Jersey  militia.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  reduced  in  circumstances,  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  Kentucky  and  settled  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  then  the  seat  of  Mason  County. 
John,  the  youngest  of  seven  children,  was 
then  fourteen  years  old.  A  few  days  after 
the  family  settled  in  their  new  home  he 
found  employment  in  a  dry-goods  store, 
and  the  following  spring  was  sent  to 
Transylvania  Seminary,  at  Lexington.  He 

returned  home  in  less  than  a  year.  In  1797 

16 


he  became  deputy  under  Francis  Taylor, 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court.  His  duties 
being  light,  he  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  law.  In  the  spring  of  1800  he  assumed 
all  the  duties  of  the  office  in  which  he  had 
been  employed,  and  in  November  following 
he  was  licensed  to  practice  law. 

In  1803  Mr.  Chambers,  who  had  now 
entered  upon  a  career  of  uninterrupted 
professional  prosperity,  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Taylor,  of  Hagerstown,  Mary¬ 
land.  She  lived  but  about  three  years,  and 
in  1807  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Taylor,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife.  Not  long  after  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bale  rope 
and  bagging  for  the  Southern  market.  In 
this  he  incurred  heavy  losses. 

In  the  campaign  of  1812  he  served  as 
aid-de-camp  to  General  Harrison,  with  the 
rank  of  Major.  In  1815  Mr.  Chambers  was 
sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  1828  he  went 
to  Congress  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
General  Thomas  Metcalfe.  In  1830  and 
1831  he  was  again  in  the  State  Legislature. 
In  1832  he  lost  his  wife.  She  was  a  lady  of 
cultivated  mind  and  elegant  manners,  and 
had  made  his  home  a  happy  and  attractive 
one.  The  same  year  he  was  offered  a  seat 
on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Kentucky,  but  this  he  declined.  The  same 
office  was  tendered  him  in  1835,  but  before 
the  time  for  taking  his  seat,  he  was  obliged 
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to  resign,  out  of  consideration  for  his  health. 
From  1835  to  1839  he  was  in  Congress, 
making  for  himself  a  high  reputation. 

Between  1815  and  1828  Mr.  Chambers 
was,  for  several  years,  the  commonwealth’s 
attorney  for  the  judicial  district  in  which 
he  lived.  Me  was  during  that  period  at  the 
zenith  of  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  ad¬ 
vocate.  He  met  the  giants  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  bar  in  important  civil  and  criminal 
trials.  His  well-known  high  sense  of  honor, 
and  his  contempt  for  professional  chicanery, 
commanded  the  respect  of  his  legal  com¬ 
peers.  His  appearance  and  manner  were 
dignified,  his  tone  calm  and  impressive, 
and  his  language  singularly  direct  and 


vigorous. 


He  closed  his  congressional  career  in 
1839  with  the  purpose  of  resuming  the 
practice  of  law,  but  his  old  friend  General 
Harrison  was  nominated  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency  and  induced  him  to  aid  in  the 
personal  canvass  General  Harrison  made 
through  the  country.  He  was  urged  by 
President  Harrison  to  accept  some  office 
requiring  his  residence  in  Washington,  but 
this  he  declined,  though  he  afterward  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment  of  Governor  of 
Iowa.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this 
office  May  13,  1841.  His  success  in  his 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Territory 
was  well  attested  by  the  approbation  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  hearty  commendation 
of  those  in  authority  at  Washington,  espe¬ 
cially  for  his  management  of  Indian  affairs. 
During  his  term  of  office  he  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  on  several  occasions  to  suppress  the 
feuds  of  the  red  men,  which  he  did  with 
such  firmness  and  decision  that  quiet  was 
promptly  restored  where  war  seemed  im¬ 
minent.  Governor  Chambers  was  repeat¬ 
edly  called  on  to  treat  with  the  Indian  tribes 


for  the  purchase  of  their  lands.  In  October, 
1841,  lie  was  commissioned  jointly  with 
Hon.  T.  II.  Crawford,  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  and  Governor  Doty,  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  to  hold  a  treaty  with  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  which,  however,  did  not  result  in  a 
purchase.  In  September,  1842,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  sole  Commissioner  for  the  same 
purpose,  he  succeeded  fully  in  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  the  Government.  In  1843  he 
held  a  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes,  but  in 
this  instance  no  result  was  reached. 

In  1844,  his  term  of  office  having  expired, 
he  was  re-appointed  by  President  Tyler, 
but  was  removed  in  1845  by  President 
Polk.  Shortly  afterward,  with  greatly  im¬ 
paired  health,  he  returned  to  Kentucky, 
where,  with  skillful  medical  treatment  and 
entire  relief  from  official  cares,  he  partially 
recovered.  During  the  few  remaining  years 
of  his  life  Governor  Chambers’s  recollec¬ 
tions  of  Iowa  were  of  the  most  agreeable 
character.  He  spoke  gratefully  of  the  re¬ 
ception  extended  to  him  by  her  people,  and 
often  referred  with  great  kindness  to  his 
neighbors  in  Des  Moines  County. 

His  infirm  health  forbade  his  engaging  in 
any  regular  employment  after  his  return  to 
Kentucky,  but  in  1849,  at  the  solicitation  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  he  ne¬ 
gotiated  jointly  with  Governor  Ramsey,  of 
Minnesota,  a  successful  treaty  with  the 
Sioux  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  lands. 
The  latter  years  of  Governor  Chambers’s 
life  were  spent  mostly  with  his  children, 
whose  affection  and  respect  were  the  chief 
conditions  of  his  happiness.  During  a  visit 
to  his  daughter  in  Paris,  Kentucky,  he  was 
taken  sick  at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  C. 
S.  Brent,  and  after  a  few  weeks  breathed 
his  last,  September  21,  1852,  in  his  seventy- 
second  year. 
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HE  third  and  last  Ter¬ 
ritorial  Governor 
was  James  Clarke. 
Sometime  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year 
1837,  when  the  trees 
were  in  the  “  sear 
yellow  leaf,”  a  printer 
of  slender  form  and 
gentle  appearance  might 
have  been  seen  crossing 
the  laurel  hills  of  his  own 
State.  Behind  him  rolled 
the  waters  of  the  “  Blue 
Juniata,”  on  the  banks  of 
which  he  had  spent, 


in 


merry  glee,  his  youthful 
days.  He  had  heard  and  read  of  strange 
countries  that  lay  far  off  toward  the  setting 
sun,  through  which  broad  rivers  run,  and 
spreading  landscapes  unfolded  to  human 
eyes  the  most  rare  and  magnificent  beauty. 
With  his  youthful  gaze  fixed  upon  that  star 
which  never  sets,  he  set  forth  into  the  wilds 
of  Wisconsin,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land, 
an  adventurer  seeking  his  own  fortune,  de¬ 
pending  upon  his  own  exertions,  with  no 
recommendation  save  an  honest  face  and 
genteel  deportment.  This  young  man  was 
James  Clarke,  who  afterward  became  the 
able,  talented  and  popular  Governor  of 
Iowa. 

He  remained  in  Wisconsin,  working  at 
his  trade  as  a  printer,  until  after  the  organi¬ 


zation  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  when  he 
removed  to  Burlington,  where  the  first 
Legislature  of  Iowa  assembled.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Conway  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory,  which  office  he  filled  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the 
people.  During  the  time  he  held  this  office 
he  contributed  by  his  kind,  gentle  and 
amiable  manner  to  soften  the  feelings  of 
hatred  and  distrust  which  at  one  time  ex¬ 
isted  between  leading  men  of  the  Territory. 
Whoever  had  business  at  his  office  found 
him  a  kind,  gentle,  quiet,  amiable  man,  al¬ 
ways  ready  and  willing  to  do  whatever  was 
desired  of  him,  regretting,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  could  do  no  more.  During  the 
time  he  was  Secretary  he  performed  a  vast 
amount  of  labor,  but  notwithstanding  the 
large  amount  of  business  he  transacted,  he 
still  found  time  to  write  for  the  press,  and 
contributed  many  valuable  articles  touch¬ 
ing  the  future  greatness  of  Iowa. 

After  he  retired  from  the  office  of  Secre¬ 
tary  he  again  returned  to  the  printing  trade, 
and  became  the  leacfing  editor  of  the  Bur¬ 
lington  Gazette.  To  the  columns  of  this 
paper  he  devoted  his  whole  energies,  and 
by  so  doing  made  it  the  leading  Democratic 
paper  of  the  Territory.  In  the  early  sum¬ 
mer  of  1845  President  Polk  removed  Mr. 
Chambers,  and  appointed  Mr.  Clarke  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him  as  Governor  of  Iowa.  Previous 
to  his  appointment  he  had  been  elected  by 
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the  people  of  his  county  a  delegate  to  the 
first  convention  which  assembled  to  form  a 
Constitution  for  the  State  of  Iowa.  In  this 
convention  he  distinguished  himself  both 
for  his  talent  and  personal  demeanor,  and 
contributed  to  the  pages  of  that  Constitu¬ 
tion  some  of  the  great  elementary  principles 
which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  human  rights. 
And  although  that  Constitution  was  de- 
feated,  he  still  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
their  spirit  and  meaning  transferred  to 
another,  and  still  continued  as  the  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  our  State. 

The  first  Legislature  after  he  received 
his  appointment  assembled  at  Iowa  City, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1845. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  after  its  or¬ 
ganization  is  a  model  of  style  and  clearness. 
He  set  forth  the  importance  of  an  early  ex¬ 
tinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
lands  within  the  limits  ot  Iowa,  and  urged 
the  Legislature  to  memorialize  Congress  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi  for  a  future  home  for  the  Winne- 
bagoes,  and  thus  induce  them  to  part  with 
their  title  to  a  large  tract  of  country  known 
as  the  “  neutral  ground,”  a  recommendation 
which  the  General  Government  soon  after 
acted  upon  and  carried  out. 

January  16,  1846,  the  Legislature  passed 
once  more  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  elect¬ 
ing  delegates  to  frame  a  Constitution  for 
the  State  of  Iowa.  This  time  the  friends  of 
a  State  government  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  people  of  the  Territory  wanted  a 
Constitution,  so  the  Legislature  provided 
that  at  the  April  election  following  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  people  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  should  elect  delegates  to  a  conven¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  at  the  April  election 
delegates  were  elected,  and  the  convention, 
agreeable  to  said  act,  consisting  of  thirty- 
two  members  instead  of  seventy  as  in  the 
previous  convention,  met  at  Iowa  City,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  May,  1846,  and  after  a 


session  of  eighteen  days  produced  a  Con¬ 
stitution  which  was  immediately  submitted, 
adopted,  and  made  the  organic  law  of  the 
State  of  Iowa.  After  the  result  was  known 
the  Governor  issued  his  proclamation  fora 
general  election  to  be  held  in  November 
following,  atwhich  Ansel  Briggs,  of  Jack- 
son  County,  was  elected  Governor  of  the 
State. 

This  proclamation  was  the  last  public  act 
of  James  Clarke,  for  as  soon  as  the  new 
Governor  was  qualified,  he  turned  over  to 
him  all  the  archives  of  his  office,  and  re¬ 
turned  once  more  to  the  printing  office. 
Again  he  scattered  through  Iowa  his  beau¬ 
tiful  editorials  through  the  columns  of  the 
Burlington  Gazette ,  until  the  name  and 
fame  of  Iowa  became  known  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  He 
appeared  at  the  capitol  at  the  first  session 
of  the  State  Legislature  under  the  new  Con¬ 
stitution,  delivered  to  that  body  an  affecting 
and  interesting  farewell  address,  then  stood 
back  quietly  during  the  whole  of  the  ses¬ 
sion,  and  gazed  with  indignation  upon  his 
countenance  at  the  dreadful  strife,  storms 
and  bitterness  which  was  manifested  during 
the  entire  session. 

This  was  the  last  time  that  Mr.  Clarke 
ever  appeared  at  the  Legislature.  He  died 
soon  after,  at  Burlington,  of  the'  cholera. 
Thus  closed  the  earthly  career  of  a  just  and 
noble  man,  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
in  the  midst  of  an  useful  career.  He  was 
married  to  a  sister  of  General  Dodge,  and 
this  fact  being  known  at  the  time  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  Governor,  drew  upon  the 
Dodges  the  title  of  the  “  royal  family.”  But 
whatever  might  be  said  in  this  respect,  the 
appointment  could  not  have  been  bestowed 
upon  a  better  man,  or  one  more  competent 
to  fill  it.  His  history  is  without  a  stain  or 
reproach,  and  throughout  his  whole  life  no 
man  ever  imputed  aught  against  his  char¬ 
acter  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 


yk 

1.” 

.... 

1.”  kTi 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

55 

mm 

yy 

yy 

yy 

3im 

yy 

yy 

3im 

yy 

31m 

yy 

yy 

mm 

...... 

yy 

yy 

yy 

55 

55 

V? 

k”  kTi 

yy 

k^i  1^1 

yy 

...... 

yy 

yy 

...... 

...... 

1^1 

yy 

yy 

kTiiTi 

...... 

yy 

...... 

1^1  i^r 

yy 

...... 

k%i^i 

...... 

44 

55 

55 

4v 

4 '4 

k*k»i 

vv 

vv 

vv 

»^|»^ 

vv 

i^At^A 

vv 

vv 

vv 

*4 

kTi 

vv 

iT/kT< 

yy 

yy 

yy 

k^ik^ 

yv 

^A^A 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 
4m 

...... 

we 
£* 

yy 
yy 
yy 

m 


.. . ...  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

k”<  k”/  !.▼<  !.▼<  !.▼«  k”(  k”<  k”<  k»i  iTi 


yy 

y'V 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

i^i^i 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

w 

yy 

yy 

yy 

^11^4 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

i^ii^ 

yy 

yy 

i^ri^p 

yy 

:♦:« 

yy 

w 

yy 

yy 

i^i  kVi 

>♦::♦: 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

WnT» 

yy 

w 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

V^lk^r 

yy 

Vv 

yy 

k^41^4 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

«^l  1^1 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

k^r^i 

yy 

yy 

Vv 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

:K: 

yy 

yy 

yy 

Vv 

Vv 

yy 

”4  Ji 


.4MS£Z,  BR/GGS. 


179 


HE  first  Governor  of 
Iowa  under  its  State 
organization,  was 
Ansel  Briggs,  who, 
like  his  two  imme¬ 
diate  successors,  was 
a  son  of  that  won¬ 
derful  nursery  of  progress, 
New  England.  He  was 
the  son  of  Benjamin  Ingley 
Briggs  and  Electa  his  wife, 
and  was  born  in  Vermont, 
February  3,  1806.  His 

boyhood  was  spent  in  his 
native  State,  where,  in  the 
common  schools,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  fair  education, 
improved  by  a  term  spent  at  the  academy 
of  Norwich.  In  his  youth,  about  the  year 
1830,  with  his  parents,  he  removed,  to 
Cambridge,  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stage  lines,  and  where,  as  a  Whig,  he  com¬ 
peted  with  John  Ferguson,  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  for  the  office  of  county  audi¬ 
tor  and  was  defeated.  In  his  twenty- 
fourth  year  he  married  a  wife,  born  the 
same  day  and  year  as  himself,  of  whom  he 
was  soon  bereft.  Before  leaving  Ohio  he 
married  his  second  wife,  Nancy  M.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Major  Dunlap,  an  officer  of  the  war 
of  1812. 


In  1836,  removing  from  Ohio,  he  joined 
that  hardy  band,  so  honored  here  to-day, 
the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  settled  with  his 
family  at  Andrew,  in  Jackson  County. 
Here  he  resumed  his  former  business  of 
opening  stage  lines,  sometimes  driving  the 
stage  himself,  and  entering  into  contracts 
with  the  postofhce  department  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mails  weekly  between 
Dubuque  and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and 
Iowa  City,  and  other  routes. 

On  coming  to  Iowa  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democrats,  and  on  their  ticket,  in  1842, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
House  of  Representatives  from  Jackson 
County,  and  subsequently  sheriff  of  the 
same  county.  On  the  formation  of  the 
State  government,  he  at  once  became  a 
prominent  candidate  for  Governor.  His 
competitors  for  the  Democratic  nomination 
were  Judge  Jesse  Williams  and  William 
Thompson.  The  question  above  all  others 
dividing  the  parties  in  Iowa  in  that  day  was 
that  of  banks,  favored  by  the  Whigs,  and  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Democrats.  A  short  time  be¬ 
fore  the  nominating  convention  met,  Briggs, 
at  a  banquet,  struck  a  responsive  chord  in 
the  popular  heart  by  offering  the  toast,  “  No 
banks  but  earth,  and  they  well  tilled,”  a 
sententious  appeal  to  the  pride  of  the  pro¬ 
ducer  and  the  prejudice  of  the  partisan, 
which  was  at  once  caught  up  as  a  party 
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cry,  and  did  more  to  secure  its  author  the 
nomination  for  Governor  than  all  else. 

The  convention  was  held  at  Iowa  City 
on  Thursday,  September  24,  1846,  and  as¬ 
sembled  to  nominate  State  officers  and  two 
Congressmen.  It  was  called  to  order  by 
F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines  County.  Will¬ 
iam  Thompson,  of  Henry  County,  presided, 
and  J.  T.  Pales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secretary. 
The  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty-two;  Jesse  Williams, 
thirty-two;  and  William  Thompson,  thirty- 
one.  The  two  latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs 
was  then  chosen  by  acclamation.  Elisha 
Cutler,  Jr.,  of  Van  Buren  County,  was 
nominated  for  Secretary  of  State;  Joseph 
T.  Fales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan 
Reno,  of  Johnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C. 
Hastings  and  Shepherd  Leffler  were  nomi¬ 
nated  for  Congress.  The  election  was  held 
October  28,  1846,  the  entire  Democratic 
ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7,626  votes,  and  his  competitor,  Thomas 
McKnight,  the  Whig  candidate,  7,379,  giv¬ 
ing  Briggs  a  majority  of  247. 

The  administration  of  Governor  Briggs 
was  generally  placid.  Although  avoiding 
excitement  and  desirous  of  being  in  har¬ 
monious  accord  with  his  party,  when  oc¬ 
casion  required  he  exhibited  an  independent 
firmness  not  easily  shaken.  One  perplex¬ 
ing  controversy  bequeathed  him  by  his 
predecessors  was  the  Missouri  boundary 
question,  which  had  produced  much  dis¬ 
quiet,  and  even  a  resort  to  arms  on  the  part 
of  both  Iowa  and  Missouri. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  four-years 
term,  Governor  Briggs  continued  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Jackson  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  commercial  business,  having  sold  out  his 
mail  contracts  when  he  became  Governor. 

By  his  second  marriage  he  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy  save 
two,  and  of  these  latter  Ansel,  Jr.,  died 
May  15,  1867,  aged  twenty-five  years. 

John  S.  Briggs,  the  only  survivor  of  the 


family,  is  the  editor  of  the  Idaho  Herald , 
published  at  Blackfoot,  Idaho  Territory. 
Mrs.  Briggs  died  December  30,  1847,  dur¬ 
ing  her  husband’s  term  as  Governor.  She 
was  an  ardent  Christian  woman,  adhering 
to  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  very  domestic 
in  her  tastes.  She  was  well  educated  and 
endowed  by  nature  with  such  womanly 
tact  and  grace  as  to  enable  her  to  adorn  the 
high  estate  her  husband  had  attained.  She 
dispensed  (albeit  in  a  log  house,  a  form  of 
architecture  in  vogue  in  Iowa  in  that  day, 
as  the  mansion  of  the  rich  or  the  cabin  of 
the  poor)  a  bounteous  hospitality  to  the 
stranger  and  a  generous  charity  to  the  poor, 
in  which  gracious  ministrations  she  was  al¬ 
ways  seconded  by  her  benevolent  husband. 

In  1870  Governor  Briggs  removed  from 
Andrew  to  Council  Bluffs.  He  had  visited 
the  western  part  of  the  State  before  rail¬ 
roads  had  penetrated  there,  and  made  the 
trip  by  carriage.  On  that  occasion  he  en¬ 
rolled  himself  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
town  of  Florence,  on  the  Nebraska  side  of 
the  Missouri  River,  six  miles  above  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs,  and  which,  for  a  time,  disputed 
with  Omaha  the  honor  of  being  the  chief 
town  of  Nebraska. 

He  made  a  trip  to  Colorado  during  the 
mining  excitement  in  i860.  After  return¬ 
ing  and  spending  some  time  at  home,  he 
went  to  Montana  in  1863,  with  his  son  John, 
and  a  large  party,  remaining  until  1865, 
when  he  came  back. 

His  last  illness,  ulceration  of  the  stomach, 
was  only  five  weeks  in  duration.  He  was 
able  to  be  out  three  days  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  son, 
John  S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  May  5,  1881,  at 
half  past  three  in  the  morning.  Governor 
Gear  issued  a  proclamation  the  next  day, 
reciting  his  services  to  the  State,  ordering 
half-hour  guns  to  be  fired  and  the  national 
hag  on  the  State  capitol  to  be  half-masted, 
during  the  da)^  of  the  funeral.  He  was 
buried  on  Sunday  succeeding  his  death. 
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pfH  I  S  gentleman,  the 
second  Governor  of 
the  State,  was  born 
at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  Octo¬ 
ber  1,  1812,  and 

lived  in  that  State 
the  spring  of  1828, 
his  father’s  family 
came  West  and  settled  on 
a  farm  a  few  miles  from 
St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Here 
he  remained  until  1830, 
when  he  entered  as  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  in 
Galena,  Illinois,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  Black  Hawk  war  he 
was  an  officer  in  an  artillery  company  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  protection  of  that  place. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  entered  as  a 
student  of  the  Illinois  College  at  Jackson- 
ville,  Illinois,  remaining  about  two  years, 
;v5  leaving  to  commence  the  study  of  law 
55  which  he  finished  under  Charles  S.  Hemp- 
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stead,  Esq.,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  at 
Galena.  In  1836  he  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  his  profession  in  the  courts  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Wisconsin,  then  embracing  Iowa, 
and  in  the  same  year  located  in  Dubuque, 
being  the  first  lawyer  who  practiced  in 
that  place.  At  the  organization  of  the 


Territorial  Legislature  in  1838  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  northern  portion 
of  the  Territory  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  judiciary,  one  of  the  important  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Council.  At  the  second 
session  of  that  body  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  thereof,  Was  again  elected  a  member 
of  the  Council  in  1845,  which  was  held  in 
Iowa  City,  and  was  again  president  of  the 
same.  In  1844  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  first  constitutional  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  incorporations. 
In  1848,  in  connection  with  Hon.  Charles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  commissioner  by  the  Legislature  to 
revise  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
which  revision,  with  a  few  amendments, 
was  adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1851. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  receiving  13,486  votes, 
against  1 1,403  for  James  L.  Thompson,  575 
for  William  P.  Clarke,  and  1 1  scattering. 

The  vote  was  canvassed  on  the  4th  of 
December,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inform  the  Governor  elect  that  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that 
he  might  receive  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  After  receiving  formal 
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notification,  Governor  Hempstead,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Governor  Briggs,  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  and  the  officers  of 
State,  entered  the  hall  of  the  House,  and 
having  been  duly  announced,  the  Governor 
elect  delivered  his  inaugural  message,  after 
which  the  oath  was  administered  by  the 
chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

This  session  of  the  Legislature  passed  a 
number  of  important  acts  which  were 
approved  by  Governor  Hempstead,  and 
formed  fifty-two  new  counties,  most  of 
them  having  the  same  names  and  bound¬ 
aries  to-day.  These  new  counties  were : 
Adair,  Union,  Adams,  Cass,  Montgomery, 
Mills,  Pottawattomie,  Bremer,  Butler, 
Grundy,  Hardin,  Franklin,  Wright,  Risley, 
Yell,  Greene,  Guthrie,  Carroll,  Fox,  Sac, 
Crawford,  Shelby,  Harrison,  Monona,  Ida, 
Waukau,  Humboldt,  Pocahontas,  Buena 
Vista,  Fayette,  Cherokee,  Plymouth,  Alla¬ 
makee,  Chickasaw,  Floyd,  Cerro  Gordo, 
Hancock,  Kossuth,  Palo  Alto,  Clay,  O’¬ 
Brien,  Sioux,  Howard,  Mitchell,  Worth, 
Winnebago,  Winneshiek,  Bancroft,  Em¬ 
mett,  Dickinson,  Osceola  and  Buncombe. 
The  last-named  county  was  so  called  under 
peculiar  circumstances.  The  Legislature 
was  composed  of  a  large  majority  favoring 
stringent  corporation  laws,  and  the  liability 
of  individual  stockholders  for  corporate 
debts.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
agitation  of  railroad  enterprises  then  begin¬ 
ning,  brought  a  large  number  of  prominent 
men  to  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon 
the  Legislature,  they  organized  a  “  lobby 
legislature,”  in  which  these  questions  were 
ably  discussed.  They  elected  as  Governor 
Verplank  Van  Antwerp,  who  delivered  to 
this  self-constituted  body  a  lengthy  mes¬ 
sage,  in  which  he  sharply  criticised  the 
regular  general  assembly.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  latter  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  long  and  useless  speeches,  much  to 
the  hindrance  of  business.  To  these  he 
especially  referred,  charging  them  with 


speaking  “for  buncombe,”  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  as  their  lasting  memorial,  a 
county  should  be  called  by  that  name. 
This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  upon 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  county  of  “  Bun¬ 
combe”  was  created  with  few  dissenting 
voices.  By  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
approved  September  11,  1862,  the  name 
was  changed  to  “  Lyon,”  in  honor  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Nathaniel  Lyon,  who  was  killed  in  the 
civil  war. 

Governor  Hempstead’s  message  to  the 
fourth  General  Assembly,  December,  1852, 
stated,  among  other  things,  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  State  was  by  the  federal  cen¬ 
sus  192,214,  and  that  the  State  census 
showed  an  increase  for  one  year  of  3 7,786. 
He  also  stated  that  the  resources  of  the 
State  for  the  coming  two  years  would  be 
sufficient  to  cancel  all  that  part  of  the  funded 
debt  which  was  payable  at  its  option. 

By  1854  the  State  had  fully  recovered 
from  the  depression  produced  by  the  bad 
season  of  1851,  and  in  1854  and  1855  the 
immigration  from  the  East  was  unprece¬ 
dented.  For  miles  and  miles,  day  after  day, 
the  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined  with  cattle 
and  wagons,  pushing  on  toward  Iowa.  At 
Peoria,  one  gentleman  said  that  during  a 
single  month  1,743  wagons  passed  through 
that  place,  all  for  Iowa.  The  Burlington 
Telegraph  said:  “Twenty  thousand  immi¬ 
grants  have  passed  through  the  city  within 
the  last  thirty  days,  and  they  are  still  cross¬ 
ing  the  Mississippi  at  the  rate  of  600  a  day.” 

Governor  Hempstead’s  term  expired  in 
the  latter  part  of  1854,  and  he  returned  to 
Dubuque,  where  the  following  year  he  was 
elected  county  judge.  This  position  he 
held  twelve  years,  and  in  1867  he  retired  on 
account  of  impaired  health.  He  lived,  how¬ 
ever,  till  February  16,  1883,  when  at  his 
home  in  Dubuque  he  closed  his  record  on 
earth.  He  was  a  useful  and  active  man, 
and  deserves  a  prominent  place  in  the 
esteem  of  Iowans. 
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JAMES  JV.  GRIMES. 


1 37 


^HE  third  to  fill  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Governor  ot 
Iowa,  and  whose 
name  deserves  a 
foremost  rank 
among  the  men 
whose  personal  his¬ 
tory  is  interwoven  insepar¬ 
ably  with  that  of  the  State, 
was  James  Wilson  Grimes. 
He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Deering,  Hillsborough 
County,  New  Hampshire, 
October  20,  1816.  His 
parents — John  Grimes, 
born  August  n,  1772,  and 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  born 
March  19,  1773 — were  natives  of  the  same 
town.  Of  a  family  of  eight  children  born 
to  them,  James  was  the  youngest.  In 
early  childhood  he  evinced  a  taste  for 
learning,  attending  the  district  school  and 
also  studying  Latin  and  Greek  under  the 
instruction  of  the  village  pastor.  He 
completed  his  preparation  for  college 
at  Hampton  Academy,  and  entered  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  in  August,  1832,  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  his  age.  Upon  leaving 
college  in  February,  1835,  he  commenced 
reading  law  with  James  Walker,  Esq.,  in 
Petersburgh,  New  Hampshire. 

Being  young  and  adventurous,  and  wish¬ 
ing  to  carve  a  fortune  for  himself,  he  left 

17 


his  native  home  in  1836  for  the  far  West, 
landing  in  Burlington,  then  a  new  town  in 
what  was  known  as  the  “  Black  Hawk 
Purchase.”  Here  he  opened  an  office  and 
soon  established  a  reputation  as  a  rising 
lawyer.  In  April,  1837,  he  was  appointed 
city  solicitor  ;  and  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  that  office  he  assisted  in  drawing  up  the 
first  police  laws  of  that  town.  In  1838  he 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  and  be¬ 
came  a  law  partner  of  William  W.  Chap¬ 
man,  United  States  District  Attorney  for 
Wisconsin  Territor)7.  In  the  earl}7  part  of 
the  year  1841  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Henry  W.  Starr,  Esq.,  which  continued 
twelve  years.  This  firm  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Grimes 
was  widely  known  as  a  counselor  of  supe¬ 
rior  knowledge  *of  the  law,  and  with  a  clear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice.  He  was  chosen 
one  of  the  representatives  of  Des  Moines 
County  in  the  first  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  which  convened 
at  Burlington,  November  12,  1838;  in  the 
sixth,  at  Iowa  City,  December  4,  1843  ;  and 
in  the  fourth  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  at  Iowa  City,  December  6,  1852. 
He  early  took  front  rank  among  the  pub¬ 
lic  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee  in  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  first  Legislative  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Territory,  and  all  laws  for  the 
new  Territory  passed  through  his  hands. 
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I  Ic  was  married  at  Burlington,  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1846,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sarah  Neally. 

In  February,  1854,  Mr.  Grimes  was  nom¬ 
inated  by  a  convention  of  the  Whig  party 
for  Governor  of  the  State.  It  was  the 
largest  convention  of  that  party  ever  held 
in  Iowa,  and  the  last.  He  was  elected,  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854.  Soon  after  his  election  it  was 
proposed  that  he  should  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  but  he  made  it  under¬ 
stood  that  he  should  fill  the  term  of  office 
for  which  he  had  been  chosen,  and  he 
served  his  full  term  to  the  entire  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  acceptance  of  all  parties.  He  was 
a  faithful  leader  in  the  political  regenera¬ 
tion  of  the  State.  He  introduced  liberal 
measures  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  State,  and  to  promote  the  interests 
ol  all  educational  and  humane  establish¬ 
ments.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  election 
as  Governor,  Democracy  reigned  supreme 
in  the  Territory.  The  representatives  in 
Congress  were  allies  of  the  slave  power. 
He,  after  being  elected,  gave  his  whole 
soul  to  the  work,  and  it  may  truly  be  said 
that  Governor  Grimes  made  Iowa  Repub¬ 
lican  and  allied  it  with  the  loyal  States. 

January  14,  1858,  he  laid  down  his  office, 
only  to  be  placed  in  another  and  greater 
one;  for  on  the  25th  he  was  nominated 
by  the  Republican  caucus  for  United 
States  Senator.  He  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate  March  4,  1859,  and  was  placed  upon 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs  January  24, 
1861,  on  which  he  remained  during  the 
remainder  of  his  senatorial  career,  serving 
as  chairman  from  December,  186;. 

Mr.  Grimes  voted  for  the  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  bill  on  June  20,  1862,  and  for  estab¬ 
lishing  the  gauge  of  the  road  from  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  at  four 
feet  eight  and  a  half  inches,  February  18, 
1863. 

January  16,  1864,  Mr.  Grimes  was  again 
chosen  United  States  Senator  from  Iowa 


for  six  years  from  March  4,  1 865,  receiving 
the  votes  of  all  but  six  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention  ; 
128  out  of  134.  His  council  was  often 
sought  in  matters  of  great  moment,  and  in 
cases  of  peculiar  difficulty.  Always  ready 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  worth  $6,000  to  the 
Congregational  college  at  Grinnell.  It 
constitutes  the  “Grimes  foundation,”  and 
“  is  to  be  applied  to  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  in  Iowa  College,  forever,  of 
four  scholarships,  to  be  awarded  by  the 
trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty,  to  the  best  scholars,  and  the  most 
promising,  in  any  department,  who  may 
need  and  seek  such  aid,  and  without  anv 
regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opinions 
entertained  by  any  person  seeking  either 
of  said  scholarships.”  These  terms  were 
imposed  by  Mr.  Grimes  and  assumed  July 
20,  1865,  by  the  trustees.  He  received 

the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  in  1865 
from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also  from 
Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding 
a  public  library  in  Burlington,  donating 
$5,000,  which  was  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  costly  books,  and  subsequently  sent  from 
Europe  256  volumes  in  the  German  lan¬ 
guage,  and  also  contributed  600  volumes  of 
public  documents. 

In  January,  1869,  he  made  a  donation  of 
$5,000  to  Dartmouth  College,  and  $1,000 
to  the  “  Social  Friend,”  a  literary  society  of 
which  he  was  a  member  when  in  college. 

His  health  failing,  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for 
Europe  April  14,  1869,  remaining  abroad 
two  years,  reaching  home  September  22, 
1871,  apparently  in  improved  health  and 
spirits.  In  November  he  celebrated  his 
silver  wedding,  and  spent  the-  closing 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted 
at  the  city  election  February  5,  1872,  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  and  died  after  a  few 
short  hours  of  intense  suffering. 
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HE  fourth  Governor 
of  the  State,  and 
the  seventh  of  Iowa 
without  reference  to 
the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  was  Ralph  P. 
Lowe.  He  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1808,  and  lived 
just  three-fourths  of  a  cent¬ 
ury.  He  came  to  the 
Territory  of  Iowa  in  1839 
or  1840,  when  he  was  a 
little  over  thirty  years  old. 
He  settled  in  Muscatine, 
where  in  a  short  time  he 
became  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognized 
ability  in  questions  of  public  policy.  While 
yet  residing  in  that  city,  he  represented 
the  county  of  Muscatine  in  the  constitu¬ 
tional  convention  of  1844  that  framed  the 
rejected  Constitution. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  Mr. 
Lowe  took  no  further  part  in  public  mat¬ 
ters  for  a  number  of  years.  He  removed 
to  Lee  County  about  1849  or  ’50,  where 
he  became  district  judge  as  a  successor  to 
George  H  Williams,  who  was  afterward 
famous  as  President  Grant’s  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral.  He  was  district  judge  five  years, 
from  1852  to  1857,  being  succeeded  by 
Judge  Claggett.  In  the  summer  of  1857 


he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for 
Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville  for 
Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Democracy 
put  in  the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for 
Governor  and  George  Gillaspy  for  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor.  There  was  a  third  ticket 
in  the  field,  supported  by  the  American  or 
“  Know  Nothing  ”  party,  and  bearing  the 
names  of  T.  F.  Henry  and  Easton  Morris. 
The  election  was  held  in  October,  1857,  and 
gave  Mr.  Lowe  38,498  votes,  against  36,088 
for  Mr.  Samuels,  and  1,006  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Hitherto  the  term  of  office  had  been  four 
years,  but  by  an  amendment  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  this  was  now  reduced  to  two.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Lowe  was  inaugurated  January  14, 
1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first  message  to 
the  Legislature.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  this  Legislature  were  bills  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  ;  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  an  agricultural  college  ;  to  author¬ 
ize  the  business  of  banking ;  disposing  of 
the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to  the 
Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad;  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  ;  and  to  provide  for 
taking  a  State  census. 

No  events  of  importance  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  administration  of  Governor  Lowe, 
but  it  was  not  a  period  of  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  The  Governor  said  in  his 
biennial  message  of  January  10,  i860,  re- 
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viewing  the  preceding  two  years:  “  The 
period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  last 
biennial  session  has  been  one  of  great  dis¬ 
turbing  causes,  and  of  anxious  solicitude  to 
all  classes  of  our  fellow  citizens.  The  first 
year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heavy 
and  continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the 
measure  of  our  field  crops  below  one-half 
of  the  usual  product,  whilst  the  financial 
revulsion  which  commenced  upon  the  At¬ 
lantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857  did  not 
reach  its  climax  for  evil  in  our  borders  until 
the  year  just  past.” 

He  referred  at  length  to  the  claim  of  the 
State  against  the  Federal  Government, 
and  said  that  he  had  appealed  in  vain  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  5  per  cent,  upon  the  military 
land  warrants  that  the  State  is  justly  en¬ 
titled  to,  which  then  approximated  to  a 
million  of  dollars.  The  payment  of  this 
fund,  he  said,  “  is  not  a  mere  favor  which 
is  asked  of  the  General  Government,  but  a 
subsisting  right  which  could  be  enforced  in 
a  court  of  justice,  was  there  a  tribunal  of 
this  kind  clothed  with  the  requisite  juris¬ 
diction.” 

The  subject  of  the  Des  Moines  River 
grant  received  from  the  Governor  special 
attention,  and  he  gave  a  history  of  the 
operations  of  the  State  authorities  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the  lands 
to  which  the  State  was  entitled,  and  other 
information  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work. 
He  also  remarked  “  that  under  the  act 
authorizing  the  Governor  to  raise  a  com¬ 
pany  of  mounted  men  for  defense  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  frontier,  approved  February 
9,  1858,  a  company  of  thirty  such  men, 
known  as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and 
equipped  as  required,  were  organized  and 
mustered  into  service  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Henry  B.  Martin,  of  Webster 
City,  about  the  first  of  March  then  follow- 
ing,  and  were  divided  into  two  companies, 
one  stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River, 
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the  other  at  Spirit  Lake.  Their  presence 
afforded  security  and  gave  quiet  to  the 
settlements  in  that  region,  and  after  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  four  months  they  were  duly  dis¬ 
banded. 

“  Late  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  however, 
great  alarm  and  consternation  was  again 
felt  in  the  region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux 
River  settlements,  produced  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  large  numbers  of  Indians  on  the 
border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent  and 
menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with 
clandestinely  running  off  the  stock  of  the 
settlers.  The  most  urgent  appeals  came 
from  these  settlers,  invoking  again  the 
protection  of  the  State.  From  the  repre¬ 
sentations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  the  losses  already  sustained, 
the  Governor  summoned  into  the  field  once 
more  the  frontier  guards.  After  a  service 
of  four  or  five  months  they  were  again 
discharged,  and  paid  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  the  act  under  which  they 
were  called  out.” 

Governor  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the 
renomination  by  Honorable  S.  J.  Kirkwood, 
who  was  considered  much  the  stronger 
man.  To  compensate  him  for  his  defeat 
for  the  second  term,  Governor  Lowe  was 
appointed  one  of  the  three  judges  under 
the  new  Constitution.  He  drew  the  short 
term,  which  expired  in  1861,  but  was 
returned  and  served,  all  told,  eight  years. 
He  then  returned  to  the  practice  of 
law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  busi¬ 
ness  at  Washington,  to  which  city  he  re¬ 
moved  about  1874.  In  that  city  he  died,  on 
Saturday,  December  22,  1883.  He  had  a 
large  family.  Carleton,  one  of  his  sons, 
was  an  officer  in  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry 
during  the  war. 

Governor  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detail, 
accurate  and  industrious.  In  private  and 
public  life  he  was  pure,  upright  and  honest. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  inclined  to  be  a 
Spiritualist. 
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AMUEL  JORDAN 
KIRKWOOD,  the 
fifth  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  was  born 
December  20,  1813,  in 
Harford  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  on  his  father’s 
farm.  His  father  was  twice 
married,  first  to  a  lady  named 
Coulson,  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons,  and,  after  her 
death,  to  Mary  Alexander,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children, 
all  sons,  the  youngest  of  whom 
is  the  subject  of  these  notes.  The 
father  of  Governor  Kirkwood  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  his  ancestors 
having  settled  there  previous  to  the  Revo¬ 
lution  ;  his  mother  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  both  parents  were  strict  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

When  ten  years  old  young  Kirkwood  was 
sent  to  Washington  City  to  attend  a  school 
taught  by  a  relative  named  John  McLeod. 
He  remained  at  school  four  years,  when  he 
entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington  as 
clerk,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  till 
after  attaining  his  majority,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  about  eighteen  months  spent  in 
teaching  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1835  Samuel  left  Washington  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
assisted  his  father  and  brother  (who  had  re¬ 


moved  from  Maryland  there)  in  clearing  a 
farm.  In  1841  he  entered,  as  a  student,  the 
law  office  of  Thomas  W.  Bartley,  afterward 
Governor  of  Ohio,  and  in  1843  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ohio.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  with  his  former  preceptor,  Mr. 
Bartley,  forming  an  association  which  con¬ 
tinued  for  eight  years. 

From  1845  to  x^49  he  served  as  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney  of  his  county.  In  1849  he 
was  elected  as  a  Democrat  to  represent  his 
county  and  district  in  the  constitutional 
convention.  In  1851  Mr.  Bartley,  his  part¬ 
ner,  having  been  elected  to  the  supreme 
judiciary  of  the  State,  Kirkwood  formed  a 
partnership  with  Barnabas  Barns,  with 
whom  he  continued  to  practice  until  the 
spring  of  1855,  when  he  removed  to  the 
W  est. 

Up  to  1854  Mr,  Kirkwood  had  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party.  But  the  measures 
proposed  and  sustained  that  year  by  the 
Democracy  in  Congress,  concentrated  in 
what  was  known  as  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act,  drove  him  with  hosts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  be¬ 
sought  by  the  opposition  in  the  “  Richland 
district”  to  become  their  candidate  for 
Congress,  but  declined.  In  1855  he  came 
to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles  northwest  of 
Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel  Clark,  in  the 
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milling  business,  and  kept  aloof  from  pub¬ 
lic  affairs.  He  could  not  long  conceal  his 
record  and  abilities  from  his  neighbors, 
however,  and  in  1856  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  from  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  through  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  held  at  Iowa  City  and  the  first 
one  held  at  Des  Moines. 

I11  1859  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the 
standard-bearer  of  the  Republicans  of  Iowa, 
and  though  he  had  as  able  and  popular  a 
competitor  as  General  A.  C.  Dodge,  he  was 
elected  Governor  of  Iowa  by  a  majority  of 
over  3,000.  He  was  inaugurated  January 
1 1,  i860.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  came  the  great  civil  war.  As  Gov¬ 
ernor,  during  the  darkest  days  of  the  Rebell¬ 
ion,  he  performed  an  exceedingly  impor¬ 
tant  duty.  He  secured  a  prompt  response 
by  volunteers  to  all  requisitions  by  the 
federal  Government  on  the  State  for  troops, 
so  that  during  his  Governorship  no  “  draft  ” 
took  place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except 
the  first,  enlisted  for  less  than  three  years. 
At  the  same  time  he  maintained  the  State’s 
financial  credit.  The  Legislature,  at  its  ex¬ 
tra  session  in  1861,  authorized  the  sale  of 
$800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist  in  arming  and 
equipping  troops.  So  frugally  was  this 
work  done,  that  but  $300,000  of  the  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $500,000  not 
having  been  required,  the  bonds  represent¬ 
ing  this  amount  were  destroyed  by  order 
of  the  succeeding  Legislature. 

In  October,  1861,  Governor  Kirkwood 
was.  with  comparatively  little  opposition, 
re-elected — an  honor  accorded  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  State.  His  ma¬ 
jority  was  about  18,000.  During  his  second 
term  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lin¬ 
coln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmark;  but  he 
declined  to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  duties 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Governor. 
The  position  was  kept  open  for  him  until 
that  time,  but,  when  it  came,  pressing  pri¬ 


vate  business  compelled  a  declination  of 
the  office  altogether. 

In  January,  1866,  he  was  a  prominent 
candidate  before  the  Legislature  for  United 
States  Senator.  Senator  Harlan  had  re¬ 
signed  the  senatorship  upon  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before 
his  death,  but  had  withdrawn  from  the 
cabinet  soon  after  the  accession  of  Mr. 
Johnson  to  the  Presidency.  In  this  way 
it  happened  that  the  Legislature  had  two 
terms  of  United  States  Senator  to  fill,  a 
short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan’s 
unexpired  term,  and  a  long  term  of  six 
years,  to  immediately  succeed  this;  and 
Harlan  had  now  become  a  candidate  for 
his  own  successorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was 
elected  for  the  first  and  Harlan  for  the 
second  term.  During  his  brief  senatorial 
service,  Kirkwood  did  not  hesitate  to  meas¬ 
ure  swords  with  Senator  Sumner,  whose 
natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  him  an 
arrogant  and  dictatorial  manner,  borne  with 
humbly  until  then  by  his  colleagues,  in 
deference  to  his  long  experience  and  emi¬ 
nent  ability,  but  unpalatable  to  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Western  Senator  like  Kirkwood. 

At  the  close  of  his  senatorial  term,  March 
4,  1867,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law, 
which  a  few  years  later  he  relinquished  to 
accept  the  presidency  of  the  Iowa  City 
Savings  Bank.  In  1 875  he  was  again  elected 
Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  January  13, 
1876.  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  1877  he  was  chosen  United  States 
Senator.  He  filled  this  position  four  years, 
resigning  to  become  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  in  President  Garfield’s  cabinet.  In 
this  office  he  was  succeeded,  April  17,  1882, 
by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

Governor  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa 
City,  his  home,  where  he  still  resides,  being 
now  advanced  in  years.  He  was  married 
in  1843  1°  Miss  Jane  Clark,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
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HE  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch  was  the  ninth 
to  hold  the  position 
of  Governor  of  Iowa, 
and  the  sixth  to  fill 
the  office  under  the 
State  organization. 
He  held  the  office  four 
years,  from  1864  to  1868. 

William  Milo  Stone  was 
born  October  14,  1827, 
a  son  of  Truman  and  La- 
vina  (North)  Stone.  His 
great-grandfather  on  both 
sides  of  the  family  was  in 
the  seven  years’  struggle 
for  independence.  His 
grandfather,  Aaron  Stone,  was  in  the  second 
war  with  England.  Truman  Stone  moved 
to  Lewis  County,  New  York,  when  the  son 
was  a  year  old,  and  six  3^ears  later  to  Co¬ 
shocton  County,  Ohio. 

Like  many  other  self-made  men,  William 
M.  had  few  advantages.  He  never  attended 
a  school  of  any  kind  more  than  twelve 
months.  In  boyhood  he  was  for  two  seasons 
a  team-driver  on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seven¬ 
teen  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  chairmaker’s 
trade,  and  he  followed  that  business  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  reading  law 


meantime  during  his  spare  hours,  wher¬ 
ever  he  happened  to  be.  He  commenced 
at  Coshocton,  with  James  Mathews,  who 
afterward  became  his  father-in-law;  con¬ 
tinued  his  readings  with  General  Lucius  V. 
Pierce,  of  Akron,  and  finished  with  Ezra  B. 
Taylor,  of  Ravenna.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitch¬ 
cock  and  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  supreme  judges, 
holding  a  term  of  court  at  Ravenna. 

After  practicing  three  years  at  Coshocton 
with  his  old  preceptor,  James  Mathews,  he, 
in  November,  1854,  settled  in  Knoxville, 
which  has  remained  his  home  since.  The 
year  after  locating  here  Mr.  Stone  pur¬ 
chased  the  Knoxville  Journal,  and  was  one 
of  the  prime  movers  in  forming  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to 
suggest  a  State  convention,  which  met 
February  22,  1856,  and  completed  the  or¬ 
ganization.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen 
Judge  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial  ‘District. 
He  was  elected  judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial 
District  when  the  new  Constitution  went 
into  operation  in  1858,  and  was  serving  on 
the  bench  when  the  American  flag  was 
stricken  down  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  that 
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time,  April,  1861,  he  was  holding  court  in 
Fairfield,  Jefferson  County,  and  when  the 
news  came  of  the  insult  to  the  old  flag  he 
immediately  adjourned  court  and  prepared 
for  what  he  believed  to  be  more  important 
duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private;  was 
made  Captain  of  Company  B,  Third  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  was  subsequently  promoted 
to  Major.  With  that  regiment  he  was  at 
the  battle  of  Blue  Mills,  Missouri,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At 
Shiloh,  the  following  spring,  he  commanded 
the  regiment  and  was  taken  prisoner.  By 
order  of  Jefferson  Davis  he  was  paroled  for 
the  time  of  forty  days,  with  orders  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Washington,  and  if  possible  secure 
an  agreement  for  a  cartel  for  a  general  ex¬ 
change  of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a 
prisoner  if  he  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to 
secure  that  result  within  the  period  speci¬ 
fied  he  returned  to  Richmond  and  had 
his  parol  extended  fifteen  days;  repairing 
again  to  Washington,  he  effected  his  pur¬ 
pose  and  was  exchanged. 

In  August,  1862,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Kirkwood  Colonel  of  the  Twen¬ 
ty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  which  rendez¬ 
voused  and  organized  at  Camp  Pope,  Iowa 
City,  in  August,  1862.  The  regiment  was 
occupied  for  several  months  in  guarding 
supply  stores  and  the  railroad,  and  escorting 
supply  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast 
Missouri  until  January  27,  1863,  when  it  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  join  the  army  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Davidson,  at  West  Plains,  Missouri. 
After  a  march  of  five  days  it  reached  its 
destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the 
Twenty-first  and  Twenty-third.  Iowa  regi 
ments,  Colonel  Stone  commanding,  and  was 
designated  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Army  of  Southeast  Missouri.  April  1 
found  Colonel  Stone  at  Milliken’s  Bend, 
Louisiana,  to  assist  Grant  in  the  capture  of 
Vicksburg:.  He  was  now  in  immediate 
command  of  his  regiment,  which  formed  a 


part  of  a  brigade  under  Colonel  C.  L. 
Harris,  of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin.  In  the 
advance  upon  Port  Gibson  Colonel  Harris 
was  taken  sick,  and  Colonel  Stone  was 
again  in  charge  of  a  brigade.  In  the  battle 
of  Port  Gibson  the  Colonel  and  his  com¬ 
mand  distinguished  themselves,  and  were 
successful.  The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve 
at  Champion  Hills,  and  in  active  skirmish 
at  Black  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Colonel  Stone 
received  General  Grant’s  order  for  a  gen¬ 
eral  assault  on  the  enemy’s  lines  at  10  A.  M. 
on  the  22d.  In  this  charge,  which  was 
unsuccessful,  Colonel  Stone  was  again 
wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  his  left 
forearm.  Colonel  Stone  commanded  a 
brigade  until  the  last  of  August,  when, 
being  ordered  to  the  Gulf  department,  he 
resigned.  He  had  become  very  popular 
with  the  people  of  Iowa,  and  they  were 
determined  to  make  him  Governor. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  con¬ 
vention  held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  1863, 
and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority.  He 
was  brevetted  Brigadier-General  in  1864, 
during  his  first  year  as  Governor.  He  was 
inaugurated  January  14,  1864,  and  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1865,  his  four  years  in  office 
closing  January  16,  1868.  His  majority  in 
1863  was  nearly  30,000,  and  in  1865  about 
16,500.  His  diminished  vote  in  1865  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very  strongly 
committed  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Governor  Stone  made  a  very  energetic 
and  efficient  executive.  Since  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  gubernatorial  term  he  has  sought 
to  escape  the  public  notice,  and  has  given 
his  time  largely  to  his  private  business  in¬ 
terests.  He  is  in  partnership  with  Hon.  O. 
B.  Ayres,  of  Knoxville,  in  legal  practice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1877,  a°d  served  one  term. 

In  May,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Carloaet 
Mathews,  a  native  of  Ohio,  then  residing  in 
Knoxville.  They  have  one  son — William  A. 
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OLONEL  SAM¬ 
UEL  MERRILL,  the 
seventh  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,  the 
successor  of  Governor 
Stone,  is  among  the 
men  of  the  West  who 
have  been  called  from 
private  life  to  places  of  trust  on 
account  of  their  peculiar  fitness 
for  office.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Turner,  Oxford  County, 
Maine,  August  7,  1822.  He  is 
of  English  ancestry,  being  a 
descendant  on  his  mother’s  side 
of  Peter  Hill,  who  came  from 
the  West  of  England  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Saco,  Maine  (now  known  as  Bidde- 
ford),  in  1653.  From  this  ancestry  have 
sprung  the  most  of  the  Hills  of  America. 
On  his  father’s  side  he  is  a  descendant  of 
Nathaniel  Merrill,  who,  with  his  brother 
John,  came  from  Salisbury,  England,  and 
settled  in  Newburg,  Massachusetts,  in  1636. 

Abel  Merrill  married  Abigail  Hill,  June 
25,  1809,  in  Buxton,  Maine.  They  soon 
moved  to  Turner,  where  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  Samuel,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  being  next  the  youngest, 
the  fourth  and  youngest  son  in  the  family, 
and  in' the  eighth  generation  from  his  Pil¬ 
grim  fathers. 

18 


Samuel  was  married  first  to  Catherine 
Thoms,  who  died  in  1847,  but  fourteen 
months  after  their  marriage.  In  January, 
1851,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  wife 
being  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine.  To 
this  union  there  have  been  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  three  of  whom  died  young,  the  eldest 
living  to  be  only  two  and  a  half  years  old. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Buxton,  where  his  time  was 
mostly  engaged  by  turns  in  teaching  and 
in  attending  school  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  Having  determined  to  make 
teaching  a  profession,  he  set  out  for  that 
purpose  toward  the  sunny  South,  but,  as 
he  says,  he  was  “  born  too  far  north  ”  for 
his  political  comfort.  Suspicion  having 
been  aroused  as  to  his  abolitionist  pro¬ 
clivities,  and  finding  the  elements  not  al¬ 
together  congenial,  he  soon  abandoned  the 
land  of  chivalry  for  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  he  engaged  for  several  years  in 
farming. 

In  1847  be  removed  to  Tamworth,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  embarked  in  mer¬ 
cantile  business  in  company  with  a  brother. 
In  this,  as  in  all  his  business  enterprises,  he 
was  quite  successful.  Not  being  satisfied 
with  the  limited  resources  of  Northern 
New  England,  he  determined  to  try  his 
good  fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the 
new  and  more  fertile  West.  Accordingly, 
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in  1856,  lie  turned  his  face  toward  the  set¬ 
ting  sun.  lie  made  a  final  settlement  at 
McGregor,  Iowa,  where  lie  established  a 
branch  house  of  the  old  firm. 

During  all  these  years  of  business  Mr. 
Merrill  took  an  active  but  not  a  noisy  part 
in  politics.  In  1854  he  was  elected  as  an 
Abolitionist  to  the  New  Hampshire  Legis¬ 
lature,  at  the  same  time  General  N.  B. 
Baker,  ex-Adjutant  General  of  Iowa,  was 
Governor  of  the  same  State.  In  1855  he 
was  returned  for  a  second  term  to  the  Leg¬ 
islature.  In  Iowa  he  was  equally  fortunate 
in  securing  the  good  will  of  those  who 
knew  him.  His  neighbors  and  those  who 
had  dealings  with  him  found  a  man  who 
was  honest  in  his  business,  fair  in  his  deal¬ 
ings,  social  in  his  relations,  and  benevolent 
in  his  disposition.  He  took  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  town  and 
ever  held  an  open  hand  to  all  needed  chari¬ 
ties.  These  traits  of  character  had  drawn 
around  him,  though  not  realized  or  intended 
by  himself,  a  host  of  personal  admirers. 
This  good  will  resulted  in  his  being  nomi¬ 
nated  for  a  seat  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  he  was  the  only  one  on  his  ticket  that 
wa§  elected.  The  Legislature  met  in  extra 
session  in  1861  to  provide  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  its  deliberations  Mr. 
Merrill  rendered  effective  and  unselfish 
service. 

He  continued  in  business  at  McGregor 
until  the  summer  of  1862,  when  he  was 
commissioned  as  Colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa  Infantry,  proceeding  immediately 
to  Missouri,  where  active  service  awaited 
him.  Marmaduke  was  menacing  the  Union 
forces  in  Central  Missouri,  which  called  for 
prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  Union 
Generals.  Colonel  Merrill  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa,  a  detachment  of  the  Ninety-ninth 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to 
make  a  forced  march  to  Springfield,  he  be- 


ing  at  Houston,  eighty  miles  distant.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nth  of  January,  1863, 
they  having  come  across  a  body  of  rebels, 
found  them  advancing  in  heavy  force. 
Colonel  Merrill  immediately  made  dis¬ 
position  for  battle,  and  brisk  firing  was 
kept  up  for  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  fell 
back.  Colonel  Merrill  now  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Ilartville,  where  he  found  the 
rebels  in  force  under  Marmaduke,  and  from 
six  to  eight  thousand  strong,  with  six  pieces 
of  artillery,  while  Colonel  Merrill  had  but 
800  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 


In  this  engagement  the  rebels  lost  several 
officers  and  not  less  than  300  men  in  killed 
and  wounded.  The  Union  loss  was  seven 
killed  and  sixty-four  wounded,  five  captured 
and  two  missing.  The  regiment  performed 
severe  marches  and  suffered  much  in  sick¬ 
ness  during  the  winter.  It  was  assigned  to 
the  Thirteenth  Corps,  General  John  A.  Mc- 
Clernand ;  fought  gallantly  at  the  battle  of 
Port  Gibson;  and  while  the  impetuous 
charge  of  Black  River  bridge  was  being 
made  Colonel  Merrill  was  severely,  and  re¬ 
ported  fatally, wounded.  The  battle  of  Black 
River  bridge,  the  last  of  the  series  of  engage¬ 
ments  during  the  campaign  of  Vicksburg  in 
which  the  rebels  fought  without  their  fortifi¬ 
cations,  was  a  short  but  bloody  combat. 
While  Colonel  Merrill  was  leading  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  this  deadly  charge  he  was  wounded 
through  the  hips.  This  brought  his  mili¬ 
tary  career  to  a  close.  Suffering  from  his 
wounds,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  re¬ 
turned  to  McGregor,  but  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  to  his  private  affairs  for  many  months. 

In  1867  he  was  chosen  Governor  to  suc¬ 
ceed  William  M.  Stone.  He  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  January  16,  1868,  and  served  till 
January  11,  1872,  being  re-elected  in  1869. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
he  returned  to  McGregor,  but  as  soon  as 
he  could  adjust  his  business  interests  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now 
President  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank. 
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ROM  his  numerous  offi¬ 
cial  positions,  and 
the  ability  with 
which  they  have 
been  filled,  Cyrus 
C.  Carpenter,  the 
eighth  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Iowa, 
deserves  to  be  remembered 
as  one  of  Iowa’s  foremost 
men.  He  is  a  native  of  Sus¬ 
quehanna  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1829.  His  parents 
were  Asahel  and  Amanda  M. 
(Thayer)  Carpenter,  both  of  whom  died  be¬ 
fore  he  was  twelve  years  old.  His  grand¬ 
father,  John  Carpenter,  was  one  of  nine 
young  men  who,  in  1789,  left  Attleborough, 
Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a 
home  in  the  “  new  country.”  After  various 
vicissitudes  they  located  upon  the  spot 
which  they  called  Harford,  in  Northeastern 
Pennsylvania,  the  township  in  which  Cyrus 
was  born.  This  location  at  that  time  was 
far  from  any  other  settlement,  Wilkesbarre, 
in  Wyoming  Valley,  near  the  scene  of  the 
celebrated  Indian  massacre,  being  among 
the  nearest,  though  fifty  miles  away. 

Cyrus  attended  a  common  school  three 
or  four  months  in  a  year  until  1846,  then 


taught  winters  and  worked  on  a  farm  sum¬ 
mers  for  three  or  four  years,  and  with  the 
money  thus  raised  paid  his  expenses  for 
several  months  at  the  academy  which  had 
been  established  in  his  native  town.  After 
leaving  this  institution,  in  1852,  he  started 
westward;  halted  at  Johnstown,  Licking 
County,  Ohio ;  taught  there  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  with  his  funds  thus  replenished  he 
came  to  Iowa,  loitering  some  on  the  way, 
and  reaching  Des  Moines  in  June,  1854.  A 
few  days  later  he  started  on  foot  up  the 
Des  Moines  Valley,  and  found  his  way  to 
Fort  Dodge,  eighty  miles  northwest  of  Des 
Moines,  from  which  place  the  soldiers  had 
moved  the  previous  spring  to  Fort  Ridgely, 
Minnesota. 

He  now  had  but  a  single  half  dollar  in 
his  pocket.  He  frankly  told  the  landlord 
of  his  straightened  circumstances,  offering 
to  do  any  kind  of  labor  until  something 
should  “turn  up.”  On  the  evening  of  his 
arrival  he  heard  a  Government  contractor 
state  that  his  chief  surveyor  had  left  him 
and  that  he  was  going  out  to  find  another. 
Young  Carpenter  at  once  offered  his  ser¬ 
vices.  To  the  inquiry  whether  he  was  a 
surveyor,  he  answered  that  he  understood 
the  theory  of  surveying,  but  had  had  no 
experience  in  the  field.  His  services  were 
promptly  accepted,  with  a  promise  of  steady 
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employment  if  he  were  found  competent. 
The  next  morning  he  met  the  party  and 
took  command.  When  the  first  week’s 
work  was  done  he  went  to  Fort  Dodge  to 
replenish  his  wardrobe.  As  he  left,  some 
of  the  men  remarked  that  that  was  the  last 
that  would  be  seen  of  him.  He  was  then 
of  a  slight  build,  jaded  and  torn  by  hard 
work,  and,  when  he  left  the  camp,  so  utterly 
tired  out  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  men 
who  were  inured  to  out-door  life  thought 
him  completely  used  up.  But  they  did  not 
know  their  man.  With  the  few  dollars 
which  he  had  earned,  he  supplied  himself 
with  comfortable  clothing,  went  back  to 
his  work  on  Monday  morning  and  con¬ 
tinued  it  till  the  contract  was  completed. 

The  next  winter  he  taught  the  first  school 
opened  in  Fort  Dodge,  and  from  that  date 
his  general  success  was  assured.  For  the 
first  two  years  he  was  employed  much  of 
the  time  by  persons  having  contracts  for 
surveying  Government  lands.  He  was  thus 
naturally  led  into  the  land  business,  and 
from  the  autumn  of  1855,  when  the  Land 
Office  was  established  at  Fort  Dodge,  much 
of  his  time  was  devoted  to  surveying,  select¬ 
ing  lands  for  buyers,  tax-paying  for  foreign 
owners,  and  in  short  a  general  land  agency. 
During  this  period  he  devoted  such  time  as 
he  could  spare  to  reading  law,  with  the 
view  of  eventually  entering  the  profession. 

Soon  after  the  civil  war  commenced  he 
entered  the  army,  and  before  going  into  the 
field  was  commissioned  as  Captain  in  the 
staff  department,  and  served  over  three 
years,  attaining  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  being  mustered  out  as  brevet 
Colonel. 

He  has  served  his  State  in  numerous 
civil  capacities.  He  was  elected  Surveyor 
of  Webster  County  in  the  spring  of  1856, 
and  the  next  year  was  elected  a  Represen¬ 
tative  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  served 
in  the  first  session  of  that  body  held  at  Des 
Moines.  He  was  elected  Register  of  the 


State  Land  Office  in  1866,  re-elected  in 
1868,  and  held  the  office  four  years,  declin¬ 
ing  to  be  a  candidate  for  renomination. 

He  was  elected  Governor  of  Iowa  in 

1 87 1 ,  and  was  inaugurated  January  1 1,  1872. 
He  was  re-elected  two  years  later,  and 
served  until  January  13,  1874.  He  made 
an  able  and  popular  executive.  In  his  first 
inaugural  address,  delivered  January  11, 

1872,  he  made  a  strong  plea  for  the  State 
University,  and  especially  its  normal  de¬ 
partment,  for  the  agricultural  college,  and 
for  whatever  would  advance  the  material 
progress  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  urg¬ 
ing  in  particular  the  introduction  of  more 
manufactories. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as 
Governor  Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed, 
without  his  previous  knowledge,  Second 
Comptroller  of  the  United  States  Treasury, 
and  resigned  after  holding  that  office  about 
fifteen  months.  He  was  influenced  to  take 
this  step  at  that  time  because  another  bureau 
officer  was  to  be  dismissed,  as  the  head  of 
the  department  held  that  Iowa  had  more 
heads  of  bureaus  than  she  was  entitled  to, 
and  his  resigning  an  office  of  a  higher  grade 
saved  a  man  who  deserved  to  remain  in 
Government  employ. 

He  was  in  the  forty-seventh  Congress 
from  1881  to  1883,  and  represented  Web¬ 
ster  County  in  the  twentieth  General  As- 
sembl)'.  He  is  now  leading  the  life  of  a 
private  citizen  at  Fort  Dodge,  his  chief 
employment  being  the  carrying  on  of  a 
farm.  He  is  not  rich,  which  is  a  striking 
commentary  on  his  long  official  service. 
He  has  led  a  pure  and  upright  life. 

He  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  that  party.  In  religious  mat¬ 
ters  he  is  orthodox. 

He  was  married  in  March,  1864,  to  Miss 
Susan  C.  Burkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  They 
have  no  children,  but  have  reared  from 
childhood  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter,  Miss 
Fannie  Burkholder. 
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OSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD 
was  the  tenth  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  the 
thirteenth  of  Iowa,  num¬ 
bering  from  the  first 
Territorial  Governor. 

9 

He  is  yet  living-  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  an¬ 
cestors  in  this  country  were 
among  the  very  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  New  Jersey.  They 
were  Friends,  and  conse¬ 
quently  none  of  them 
figured  in  the  struggle  for 
the  independence  of  the  colo- 
Governor  Newbold  is  the  son  of 
Barzilla  and  Catherine  (Houseman)  New- 
bold.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  12,  1830,  and  reared  as 
a  farmer.  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age 
the  family  moved  to  Westmoreland  County, 
same  State,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
common  school,  and  also  in  a  select  school 
or  academy,  the  latter  taught  by  Dr.  John 
Lewis,  since  of  Grinnell,  Iowa.  At  sixteen 
he  returned  with  the  family  to  Fayette 
Count}7,  where  he  remained  eight  years, 
assisting  his  father  in  running  a  flouring 
mill,  when  not  teaching.  When  about  nine¬ 
teen  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  read¬ 
ing  a  year  or  more  while  teaching,  and  then 
abandoning  the  notion  of  being  a  physician. 


mes. 


In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  New- 
bold  removed  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm, 
now  partly  in  the  corporation  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  Henry  County.  At  the  end  of 
one  year  he  removed  to  Cedar  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  there  merchandising 
and  farming  till  about  i860,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Hillsboro,  Henry  County,  and 
pursued  the  same  callings. 

In  1862,  when  the  call  was  made  for  600,- 
000  men  to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the 
Rebellion,  Mr.  Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the 
hands  of  his  family  and  his  store  in  charge 
of  his  partner,  and  went  into  the  army  as 
Captain  of  Company  C,  Twenty -fifth  Regi¬ 
ment  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearly 
three  years,  resigning  just  belore  the  war 
closed,  on  account  of  disability.  During 
the  last  two  or  three  months  he  served  at 
the  South  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville, 
Alabama. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made 
Iowa  troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena, 
Arkansas,  in  November,  1862,  and  sailed  in 
December  following  on  the  expedition 
against  Vicksburg  by  way  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was  its  first  en¬ 
gagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas 
Post,  and  there  it  suffered  severely,  losing 
in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  sixty. 

Alter  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  the 
pursuit  of  Bragg’s  flying  forces  to  Ring- 
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gold,  where  it  engaged  the  enemy  in  their 
strong  works,  November  27  losing  twenty- 
nine  wounded.  The  following  year  it  joined 
Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  campaign,  then  on 
the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  in 
the  mercantile  trade  at  Hillsboro  for  three 
or  four  years,  and  then  sold  out, 
thereafter  his  whole  attention 
ure,  stock-raising  and  stock-dealing,  mak¬ 
ing  the  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Newbold  was  a  member  of  the  thirteenth, 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  General  Assem¬ 
blies,  representing  Henry  County,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  school  committee  in  the 
fourteenth,  and  of  the  committee  on  appro¬ 
priations  in  the  fifteenth  General  Assembly. 
In  the  fifteenth  (1874)  he  was  temporary 
Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket 
with  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood. 

His  Democratic  competitor  was  E.  B. 
Woodward,  who  received  93, 060  votes.  Mr. 
Newbold  received  134,166,  ora  majority  of 
31,106.  Governor  Kirkwood  being  elected 
United  States  Senator  during  that  session, 
Mr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking  the 
chair  February  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for 
Governor  Gear  in  January,  1878. 

Governor  Newbold’s  message  to  the  Leg¬ 
islature  in  1878  shows  painstaking  care 
and  a  clear  business-like  view  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  State.  His  recommendations 
were  carefully  considered  and  largely 
adopted.  The  State’s  finances  were  then 
in  a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  be¬ 
fore  or  since,  as  there  was  an  increasing 
floating  debt,  then  amounting  to  $340,- 
826.56,  more  than  $90,000  in  excess  of  the 
Constitutional  limitation.  Said  Governor 
Newbold  in  his  message:  “The  common¬ 
wealth  ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dila¬ 


toriness  in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all 
forms  of  indebtedness,  that  of  a  floating 
character  is  the  most  objectionable.  The 
uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  will  invariably 
enter  into  any  computation  made  by  persons 
contracting  with  the  State  for  supplies,  ma¬ 
terial  or  labor.  To  remove  the  present 
difficulty,  and  to  avert  its  recurrence,  I 
look  upon  as  the  most  important  work  that 
will  demand  your  attention.” 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before 
statesmen  is  that  of  equal  and  just  taxation. 
The  following  recommendation  shows  that 
Governor  Newbold  was  abreast  with  fore¬ 
most  thinkers,  for  it  proposes  a  step  which 
yearly  finds  more  favor  with  the  people: 
“The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property 
valuations  of  the  several  counties  suggest 
to  my  mind  the  propriety  of  so  adjusting 
the  State’s  levy  as  to  require  the  counties 
to  pay  into  the  State  treasury  only  the  tax 
on  realty,  leaving  the  corresponding  tax  on 
personalty  in  the  county  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  its  personal  property  valuations, 
without  fear  that  they  might  be  so  high  as 
to  work  injustice  to  itself  in  comparison 
with  other  counties.” 

Governor  Newbold  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its 
great  cardinal  doctrines,  having  once  em¬ 
braced  them,  with  the  same  sincerity  and 
honesty  that  he  cherishes  his  religious  senti¬ 
ments.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for  some¬ 
thing  like  twenty-five  vears,  his  connection 
being  with  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church. 
He  found  his  wife,  Rachel  Farquhar,  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  their  union 
taking  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  1850.  They 
have  had  five  children,  and  lost  two.  The 
names  of  the  living  are — Mary  Allene, 
Emma  Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man,  and 
may  serve  his  State  or  county  in  other 
capacities  in  the  coming  years. 
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HE  eleventh  to  hold  the 
highest  official  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  State  of 
Iowa  was  John  H. 
Gear,  of  Burlington. 
He  is  yet  living  in 
that  city.  He  was 
born  in  Ithaca,  New  York, 
April  7,  1825.  His  father 
was  Rev.  E.  G.  Gear,  a  cler¬ 
gyman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  who 
was  born  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  in  1792. 
When  he  was  quite  young 
h  i  s  family  removed  to 
Pittsfield,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts;  in  1816,  after  being  or¬ 
dained,  he  emigrated  to  New  York  and 
settled  at  Onondaga  Hill,  near  which  is  now 
the  thriving  city  of  Syracuse.  Soon  after 
locating  there  he  was  married  to  Miranda  E. 
Cook.  He  was  engaged  in  the  ministry  in 
various  places  in  Western  New  York  until 
1836,  when  he  removed  to  Galena,  Illinois. 
There  he  remained  until  1838,  when  he  was 
appointed  Chaplain  in  the  United  States 
Army  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota.  He 
died  in  1874,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

John  H.,  his  only  son,  in  1843,  came  to 
Burlington,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside.  On  his  arrival  he  commenced 


his  mercantile  career  by  engaging  as  clerk 
with  the  firm  of  Bridgeman  &  Bros.  After 
being  with  this  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year 
he  entered  the  employ  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh 
(since  president  of  the  Union  National 
Bank,  of  Chicago),  who  was  even  at  that 
early  date  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  was  clerk  for  Mr.  Coolbaugh 
for  about  five  years,  and  was  then  taken 
into  partnership.  The  firm  of  W.  F.  Cool¬ 
baugh  &  Co.  continued  in  business  for 
nearly  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  business  by  purchase,  and 
carried  it  on  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He 
is  now  president  of  a  large  rolling  mill 
company  at  Burlington. 

Mr.  Gear  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  many  positions  of  trust.  In 
1852  he  was  elected  alderman  ;  in  1863  was 
elected  mayor  over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  be¬ 
ing  the  first  Republican  up  to  that  time 
who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington  on  a 
party  issue.  In  1867  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company 
was  organized,  and  he  was  chosen  as  its 
president.  His  efforts  highly  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  which  did 
much  for  Burlington.  He  was  also  active 
in  promoting  the  Burlington  &  Southwest¬ 
ern  Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  & 
Northwestern  narrow-gauge  road. 
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I  Ic  has  always  acted  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  1871  was  nominated  and 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Fourteenth  General  As¬ 
sembly.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the 
Fifteenth  General  Assembly.  The  Repub¬ 
lican  caucus  of  the  House  nominated  him 
for  Speaker  by  acclamation,  and  after  a 
contest  of  two  weeks  he  was  chosen  over 
his  opponent,  J.  W.  Dixon.  He  filled  the 
position  of  Speaker  very  acceptably,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members 
of  the  House,  independent  of  party  affili¬ 
ations,  joined  in  signing  their  names  to  a 
resolution  of  thanks,  which  was  engraved 
and  presented  to  him.  In  1875  he  was  the 
third  time  nominated  to  the  Assembly  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  while  his  county 
gave  a  large  Democratic  vote  he  was  again 
elected.  He  was  also  again  nominated  for 
Speaker,  by  the  Republican  caucus,  and 
was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority  over 
his  competitor,  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone.  He 
is  the  only  man  in  the  State  who  ever  had 
the  honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  posi¬ 
tion  a  second  time.  He  enjoys  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  an  able  parliamentarian,  his 
rulings  never  having  been  appealed  from. 
At  the  close  of  the  session  he  again  received 
the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House  for  his 
courtesy  and  impartiality. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  Governor 
by  the  Republican  convention  which  met 
at  Des  Moines,  June  28,  and  at  the  election 
held  the  following  October  he  received 
121,546  votes,  against  79,353  for  John  P. 
Irish,  10,639  for  Elias  Jessup,  and  38,228  for 
D.  P.  Stubbs.  His  plurality  over  Irish  was 
42,193.  He  was  inaugurated  January  17, 
1878,  and  served  four  years,  being  re-elected 
in  1879,  by  the  following  handsome  vote: 
Gear,  157,571  ;  Trimble,  85,056;  Campbell, 
45,439;  Dungan,  3,258;  Gear’s  majority 
over  all  competitors,  23,828.  His  second 
inauguration  was  in  January,  1880. 

Governor  Gear’s  business  habits  enabled 


him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  marked  ability.  He  found  the  finan¬ 
cial  condition  of  the  State  in  a  low  ebb,  but 
raised  Iowa’s  credit  to  that  of  the  best  of 
our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  message  he 
was  able  to  report:  “The  warrants  out¬ 
standing,  but  not  bearing  interest,  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1881,  amounted  to  $22,093.74,  and 
there  are  now  in  the  treasury  ample  funds 
to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  State. 
P he  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  $125,000  negotiated 
by  the  executive,  auditor  and  treasurer, 
under  the  law  of  the  Eighteenth  General 
Assembly,  and  $2,500  of  the  original  bonds 
not  yet  presented  for  payment.  The  only 
other  debt  owing  by  the  State  amounts  to 
$245,435.19,  due  to  the  permanent  school 
fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem¬ 
able  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place 
Iowa  practically  among  the  States  which 
have  no  debt,  a  consideration  which  must 
add  much  to  her  reputation.  The  expenses 
of  the  State  for  the  last  two  years  are  less 
than  those  of  any  other  period  since  1869, 
and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  institu¬ 
tions  not  then  in  existence ;  namely,  the 
hospital  at  Independence,  the  additional 
penitentiary,  the  normal  school,  and  the 
asylum  for  the  feeble-minded  children,  be¬ 
sides  the  girl’s  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  also,  at  present,  makes 
provision  for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful 
weather  service,  for  sanitary  supervision 
by  a  board  of  health,  for  encouraging  im¬ 
migration  to  the  State,  for  the  inspection  of 
coal  mines  by  a  State  inspector,  and  liberally 
for  the  military  arm  of  the  Government.” 

Governor  Gear  is  now  in  the  sixty -first 
year  of  his  age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of 
both  his  mental  and  physical  faculties.  He 
was  married  in  1852  to  Harriet  S.  Foot, 
formerly  of  Middlebury,  Vermont,  by  whom 
he  has  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living. 
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^HE  twelfth  Governor 
of  the  State  was 
Buren  R.  Sherman, 
who  held  office  two 
terms,  from  1882  to 
1886.  He  was  born 
in  Phelps,  Ontario 
County,  New  York,  May 
28,  1836,  and  is  the  third 
son  of  Phineas  L.  and  Eve¬ 
line  (Robinson)  Sherman, 
both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  Empire  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  con¬ 
cluded  his  studies  at  Elmira,  New  York, 
acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
English  branches.  At  the  close  of  his 
studies,  acting  on  the  advice  of  his  father, 
who  was  a  mechanic  (an  ax  maker),  he  ap¬ 
prenticed  himself  to  Mr.  S.  Ayres,  of  El¬ 
mira,  to  learn  the  watchmaker’s  trade.  In 
1855,  with  his  family,  he  removed  to  Iowa 
and  settled  upon  an  unbroken  prairie,  in 
what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 
County,  where  his  father  had  purchased 
lands  from  the  Government.  There  young 
Sherman  labored  on  his  father’s  farm,  em¬ 
ploying  his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of 
law,  which  he  had  begun  at  Elmira.  He 

also  engaged  as  bookkeeper  in  a  neighbor- 

10 


ing  town,  and  with  his  wages  assisted  his 
parents  in  improving  their  farm.  In  the 
summer  of  1859  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  the  following  spring  removed  to  Vin¬ 
ton,  and  began  the  practice  of  law  with 
Hon.  William  Smyth,  formerly  District 
Judge,  and  J.  C.  Traer,  conducting  the 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Smyth, 
Traer  &  Sherman. 

They  built  up  a  flourishing  practice  and 
were  prospering  when,  upon  the  opening 
of  the  war,  in  1861,  Mr.  Sherman  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  immediately  went  to  the 
front.  He  entered  the  service  as  Second 
Sergeant,  and  in  February,  1862,  was  made 
Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  E.  On  the 
6th  of  April  following  he  was  very  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
and  while  in  the  hospital  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain.  He  returned  to  his 
company  while  yet  obliged  to  use  crutches, 
and  remained  on  duty  till  the  summer  of 
i863,  when,  by  reason  of  his  wound,  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  and  return  home.  Soon 
after  returning  from  the  army  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Benton  County, 
and  re-elected  without  opposition  in  1865. 
In  the  autumn  of  1866  he  resigned  his  judge- 
ship  and  accepted  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
District  Court,  to  which  he  was  re-elected 
in  1868,  1870  and  1872,  and  in  December, 
1874,  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  office 
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of  Auditor  of  State,  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  by  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 
King,  the  “  anti-monopoly”  candidate.  In 
1876  he  was  re-nominated  and  received  50,- 
272  more  votes  than  W.  Growneweg(Demo- 
crat)  and  Leonard  Brown  (Greenback)  to¬ 
gether.  In  1878  he  was  again  chosen  to 
represent  the  Republican  party  inthat  office, 
and  this  time  received  a  majority  of  7,164 
over  the  combined  votes  of  Colonel  Eiboeck 
(Democrat)  and  G.  V.  Swearenger  (Green¬ 
back).  In  the  six  years  that  he  held  this 
office,  he  was  untiring  in  his  faithful  appli¬ 
cation  to  routine  work  and  devotion  to  his 
especial  share  of  the  State’s  business.  He 
retired  with  such  an  enviable  record  that  it 
was  with  no  surprise  the  people  learned, 
J une  27,  1881,  that  he  was  the  nominee  of  the 
Republican  party  for  Governor 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The 
General  Assembly  had  submitted  to  the 
people  the  prohibitory  amendment  to  the 
Constitution.  This,  while  not  a  partisan 
question,  became  uppermost  in  the  mind 
of  the  public.  Mr.  Sherman  received  133,- 
330  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  and  28,- 
112  for  D.  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  50,086 
and  a  majority  of  21,974.  In  1883  he  was 
re-nominated  by  the  Republicans,  as  was  L. 
G.  Kinne  by  the  Democrats.  The  National 
party  offered  J.  B.  Weaver.  During  the 
campaign  these  candidates  held  a  number 
of  joint  discussions  at  different  points  in  the 
State.  At  the  election  the  vote  was :  Sher¬ 
man,  164,182  ;  Kinne,  139,093  ;  Weaver,  23,- 
089;  Sherman’s  plurality,  25,089  ;  majority, 
2,000.  In  his  second  inaugural  Governor 
Sherman  said : 

“  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State,  I 
fully  realize  my  grateful  obligations  to  the 
people  of  Iowa,  through  whose  generous 
confidence  I  am  here.  I  am  aware  of  the 
duties  and  grave  responsibilities  of  this  ex¬ 
alted  position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected 
of  me  therein.  As  in  the  past  I  have  given 


my  undivided  time  and  serious  attention 
thereto,  so  in  the  future  I  promise  the  most 
earnest  devotion  and  untiring  effort  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  my  official  require¬ 
ments.  I  have  seen  the  State  grow  from 
infancy  to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year 
one  of  substantial  betterment  of  its  previous 
position. 

“  With  more  railroads  than  any  other 
State,  save  two ;  with  a  school  interest  the 
grandest  and  strongest,  which  commands 
the  support  and  confidence  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  population,  which  in  its  entirety 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood, 
it  is  not  strange  the  pride  which  attaches  to 
our  people.  When  we  remember  that  the 
results  of  our  efforts  in  the  direction  of  good 
government  have  been  crowned  with  such 
magnificent  success,  and  to-day  we  have  a 
State  in  most  perfect  physical  and  financial 
condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in 
honest  pride  as  we  contemplate  the  past 
and  so  confidently  hope  for  the  future. 
What  we  may  become  depends  on  our  own 
efforts,  and  to  that  future  I  look  with  earnest 
and  abiding  confidence.” 

Governor  Sherman’s  term  of  office  con¬ 
tinued  until  January  14,  1886,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  William  Larrabee,  and  he  is 
now,  temporarily,  perhaps,  enjoying  a  well- 
earned  rest.  He  has  been  a  Republican 
since  the  organization  of  that  party,  and  his 
services  as  a  campaign  speaker  have  been 
for  many  years  in  great  demand.  As  an 
officer  he  has  been  able  to  make  an  enviable 
record.  Himself  honorable  and  thorough, 
his  management  of  public  business  has  been 
of  the  same  character,  and  such  as  has  com¬ 
mended  him  to  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State. 

He  was  married  August  20,  1862,  to  Miss 
Lena  Kendall,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  a  young 
lady  of  rare  accomplishments  and  strength 
of  character.  The  union  has  been  happy 
in  every  respect.  They  have  two  children 
— Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugene. 
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rial  organization.  His 


ILLIAM  LARRABEE 
is  the  thirteenth 
Governor  of  this 
State,  and  the  six¬ 
teenth  Governor 
of  Iowa,  counting 
from  the  Territo- 
ancestors 

bore  the  name  of  d’Larrabee,  and 
were  among  the  French  Hugue¬ 
nots  who  came  to  America  early 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  set¬ 
tling  in  Connecticut.  Adam 
Larrabee  was  born  March  14, 
1787,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
graduates  of  West  Point  Military  Academy. 
He  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of 
1812,  having  been  made  a  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  March  1,  1 8 1 1>  He  was  promoted  to  be 
Captain  February  1,  1814,  and  was  soon 
after,  March  30,  of  the  same  year,  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lacole  Mills,  dur¬ 
ing  General  Wilkinson’s  campaign  on  the 
St.  Lawrence.  He  recovered  from  this 
wound,  which  was  in  the  lung,  and  was 
afterward  married  to  Hannah  Gallup  Lester, 
who  was  born  June  8,  1798,  and  died  March 
15,  1837.  Captain  Larrabee  died  in  1869, 
aged  eighty-two. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 


Ledyard,  Connecticut,  January  20,  1832, 
and  was  the  seventh  of  nine  children.  He 
passed  his  early  life  on  a  rugged  New  Eng¬ 
land  farm,  and  received  only  moderate 
school  advantages.  He  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  winters  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  taught  school  for  two  winters. 

He  was  now  of  an  age  when  it  became 
necessary  to  form  some  plans  for  the  future. 
In  this,  however,  he  was  embarrassed  by  a 
misfortune  which  befel  him  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  In  being  trained  to  the  use  of 
fire-arms  under  his  father’s  direction,  an  ac¬ 
cidental  discharge  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
sight  in  the  right  eye.  This  unfitted  him 
for  many  employments  usually  sought  by 
ambitious  youths.  The  family  lived  two 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  in  that  locality  it 
was  the  custom  for  at  least  one  son  in  each 
family  to  become  a  sailor.  William’s  two 
eldest  brothers  chose  this  occupation,  and 
the  third  remained  in  charge  of  the  home 
farm. 

Thus  made  free  to  choose  for  himself 
William  decided  to  emigrate  West.  In 
1853,  accordingly,  he  came  to  Iowa'.  His 
elder  sister,  Hannah,  wife  of  E.  H.  Williams, 
was  then  living  at  Garnavillo,  Clayton 
County,  and  there  he  went  first.  In  that 
way  he  selected  Northeast  Iowa  as  his 
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future  home.  After  teaching:  one  winter  at 
I  lardin,  he  was  for  three  years  employed  as 
a  sort  of  foreman  on  the  Grand  Meadow 
farm  of  his  brother-in-law,  Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in 
the  Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Cler¬ 
mont,  Fayette  County.  He  soon  was  able 
to  buy  the  other  two-thirds,  and  within  a 
year  found  himself  sole  owner.  He  oper¬ 
ated  this  mill  until  1874,  when  he  sold  to  S. 
M.  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
he  offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  loss  of  his  right  eye.  Being 
informed  he  might  possibly  be  admitted  as 
a  commissioned  officer  he  raised  a  company 
and  received  a  commission  as  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  but  was  again  rejected  for  the  same 
disability. 

After  selling  the  mill  Mr.  Larrabee  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  farming,  and  started  a 
private  bank  at  Clermont.  He  also,  ex¬ 
perimentally,  started  a  large  nursery,  but 
this  resulted  only  in  confirming  the  belief 
that  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli¬ 
mate  for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  Larrabee  did  not  begin  his  political 
career  until  1867.  He  was  reared  as  a 
Whig,  and  became  a  Republican  on  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  that  party.  While  interested 
in  politics  he  generally  refused  local  offices, 
serving  only  as  treasurer  of  the  School 
Board  prior  to  1867.  In  the  autumn  of  that 
year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the  State 
Senate.  To  this  high  position  he  was  re¬ 
elected  from  time  to  time,  so  that  he  served 
as  Senator  continuously  for  eighteen  years 
before  being  promoted  to  the  highest  office 
in  the  State.  He  was  so  popular  at  home 
that  he  w'as  generally  re-nominated  by  ac¬ 
clamation,  and  for  some  years  the  Demo¬ 
crats  did  not  even  make  nominations. 
During  the  whole  eighteen  years  Senator 
Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  principal 
committee,  that  on  Ways  and  Means,  of 
which  he  was  generally  chairman,  and  was 


also  a  member  of  other  committees.  In  the 
pursuit  of  the  duties  thus  devolving  upon 
him  he  was  indefatigable.  It  is  said  that 
he  never  missed  a  committee  meeting.  Not 
alone  in  this,  but  in  private  and  public 
business  of  all  kinds  his  uniform  habit  is 
that  of  close  application  to  work.  Many 
of  the  important  measures  passed  by  the 
Legislature  owe  their  existence  or  present 
form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial 
nomination  in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest 
too  late,  as  Governor  Sherman’s  following 
had  been  successfully  organized.  In  1885 
it  was  generally  conceded  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  convention  that  he  would  be 
nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  election 
followed  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  was 
inaugurated  January  14,  1886,  and  so  far 
has  made  an  excellent  Governor.  His 
position  in  regard  to  the  liquor  question, 
that  on  wffiich  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majority  should 
rule.  He  was  personally  in  favor  of  high 
license,  but  having  been  elected  Governor, 
and  sworn  to  uphold  the  Constitution  and 
execute  the  laws,  he  proposes  to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the 
Senate  declares  him  to  be  “  a  man  of  the 
broadest  comprehension  and  information, 
an  extraordinarily  clear  reasoner,  fair  and 
conscientious  in  his  conclusions,  and  of 
Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judg¬ 
ment,”  and  says  that  “  he  brings  the  prac¬ 
tical  facts  and  philosophy  of  human  nature, 
the  science  and  history  of  law,  to  aid  in  his 
decisions,  and  adheres  with  the  earnestness 
of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  people’s  rights  in  govern¬ 
ment  and  law.” 

Governor  Larrabee  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1861,  at  Clermont,  to  Anna  M. 
Appelman,  daughter  of  Captain  G.  A. 
Appelman.  Governor  Larrabee  has  seven 
children — Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Anna, 
William,  Frederic  and  Helen. 
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£  ON.  MATT.  PARROTT.— Matt 
|£  Parrott,  as  everybody  in  Iowa  calls 
him,  is  a  native  of  Schoharie,  Scho¬ 


harie  County,  New  York,  and  was 
born  on  the  nth  of  May,  1837.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Maria  (Beck) 
Parrott,  who  were  natives  of  England  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1833,  locating  in 
Albany,  New  York,  where  they  remained 
two  years,  and  then  settled  in  Schoharie. 
William  Parrott  was  a  baker  by  trade,  with 
quite  as  many  children  as  he  could  supply 
with  bread,  there  being  ten  in  all,  our  sub¬ 
ject  standing  third  from  the  head.  To  all 
these  children  the  father  gave  a  fair  educa¬ 
tion — all  the  fortune  he  had  to  bestow. 
Matt  attended  a  district  school  until  ten 
years  of  age,  then  the  Schoharie  Academy 
about  three  years,  paying  his  way  by  build¬ 
ing  fires  and  sweeping  the  school-rooms, 
thus  acquiring  a  fair  English  education. 
He  had  no  especial  relish  for  hard  study, 
and  exhibited  no  signs  of  superior  genius 
by  keeping  uniformly  at  the  head  of  his 
classes.  At  thirteen,  in  the  autumn  of  1850, 
Matt  entered  the  office  of  the  Schoharie 
Patriot ,  then  published  by  Peter  Mix,  and 
received  his  first  lessons  in  the  art  of  print- 
ing.  He  liked  the  business  from  the  start, 
because  there  were  always  plenty  of  news¬ 
papers  to  read  in  the  office,  while  there  had 
been  a  dearth  at  home,  his  father  receiving 


only  a  county  paper,  a  church  monthly  and 
an  anti-slavery  monthly.  In  the  Patriot 
office  Matt  was  compositor,  job  printer, 
pressman,  mailing  clerk  and  almost  every¬ 
thing  else.  In  1854  he  left  this  office  a  full¬ 
blown  journeyman  printer  and  took  his  first 
tramp.  Obtaining  a  situation  in  the  job 
department  of  the  Troy,  New  York, 
Traveler ,  he  remained  a  few  months ;  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  town  and  worked  in 
the  Republican  office  until  early  in  1855, 
then  went  to  Utica  and  obtained  a  situation 
on  the  Morning  Herald.  In  July,  1856, 
started  for  the  West ;  spent  a  few  weeks  on 
the  Chicago  Democrat ,  published  by  John 
Wentworth;  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 
August,  and  worked  in  the  Evening  News 
office  until  about  the  1st  of  February,  1857, 
when  he  connected  himself  with  the  office  of 
Luse,  Lane  &  Co.,  who  were  then  printing 
the  debates  of  the  new  Constitution.  The 
following  summer  Mr.  Parrott  visited  sev¬ 
eral  new  Iowa  counties  hoping  to  find  an 
opening  for  a  newspaper  in  some  destitute 
yet  ambitious  town,  but  failing  to  find  such 
a  place,  he  found  a  situation  on  the  Bur¬ 
lington  Hawkeye.  In  December,  of  the 
same  year,  he  went  to  Anamosa,  Jones 
County,  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
C.  L.  D.  Crockwell,  in  the  publication  of 
the  Eureka ,  a  paper  then  in  its  first  year. 
A  year  or  two  later  Edmund  Booth  bought 
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the  interest  of  Mr.  Crockwell  in  the  paper, 
and  Mr.  Parrott  continued  one  of  the  pub¬ 
lishers  until  December,  1862,  when,  having 
received  flattering  promises  from  citizens  of 
Morris,  Grundy  County,  Illinois,  he  sold 
out  and  started  the  Morris  Advocate  early 
in  1863.  The  help  promised  never  came, 
and  after  a  few  months’  hard  struggle,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  lack  of  sufficient  working 
capital,  the  paper  “  breathed  its  last,”  and 
the  unfortunate  publisher  returned  to  Iowa 
a  poorer  and,  perhaps,  a  wiser  man.  He 
learned  that  promises  are  not  the  most  re¬ 
liable  assets  on  which  to  found  business. 
In  the  autumn  of  1863  we  find  Mr.  Parrott 
once  more  in  the  office  of  Luse,  Lane  &  Co. 
(this  time  in  the  position  of  foreman),  then 
t lie  largest  job  printing  and  publishing 
house  in  the  State.  He  remained  in  that 
situation  until  1869,  perfecting  himself  in 
book-work,  and  giving  unqualified  satisfac¬ 
tion.  In  February  of  the  year  just  men¬ 
tioned,  in  company  with  J.  J.  Smart,  he 
purchased  the  office  of  the  Ioiva  State  Re¬ 
porter,  at  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  County,  a 
paper  originated  as  a  Democratic  organ, 
and  which  had  died  of  the  political  measles 
at  the  end  of  about  eight  months.  Two 
months  later  the  Reporter  was  revived  as  a 
Republican  paper,  a  bindery  was  added  in 
June,  and  the  business  of  manufacturing 
blank  books  for  counties  actively  com¬ 
menced.  The  prospects  were  good  at  the 
start ;  business  has  grown  rapidly,  and 
hardly  a  county  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
State  but  has  books  with  the  imprint  of 
their  house  on  them.  Their  work  is 
honestly  and  substantially  done,  and  gives 
the  best  satisfaction.  The  Reporter ,  too, 
has  thrived.  It  has  increased  in  size  and 
beauty  as  well  as  circulation,  and  is  a  credit 
to  the  newspaper  press  of  Iowa,  which  is 
noted  for  its  many  first-class  journals.  In 
1872  James  L.  Girton  became  a  member  of 
the  firm,  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
Smart,  Parrott  &  Co.  In  January,  1876, 


Mr.  Smart  retired,  and  J.  P.  Sherman  took 
an  interest  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Parrott,  Girton  &  Sherman.  March  1, 
1880,  Sherman  retired,  leaving  the  firm 
Parrott  cS:  Girton.  Mr.  Girton  died  March 
1,  1883,  and  on  the  21st  of  February,  1884, 
Mr.  Parrott  associated  his  sons,  William  F. 
and  Louis  G.,  into  the  business,  and  the  firm 
name  is  Matt  Parrott  tSt  Sons.  The  Reporter 
has  a  spacious  and  inviting  home  of  its  own, 
40  x  80  feet,  and  has  all  the  necessary  fa¬ 
cilities  for  business — steam,  gas,  power- 
presses — its  outfit  being  perfect.  No  office 
in  the  interior  of  the  State  is  better  equip¬ 
ped.  Mr.  Parrott  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Waterloo  two  or  three 
years,  was  President  of  the  School  Board  of 
East  Waterloo  independent  district  in  1873 
and  1874,  and  was  elected  Mayor  of  Water 
loo  in  March,  1877,  and  re-elected  on  the 
4th  ol  March,  1878,  after  a  unanimous  nom¬ 
ination  and  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  He 
was  re-elected  again  March  5,  1879,  receiv¬ 
ing  every  vote  except  nine  in  a  poll  of  1,050. 
These  positions  all  came  to  him  unsought 
and  were  accepted  only  after  repeated  so¬ 
licitations  from  his  neighbors  and  towns¬ 
men.  In  January,  1878,  Mr.  Parrott  was  a 
candidate  for  State  binder  before  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  and  after  a  lively  canvass 
with  two  competitors  in  the  field,  he  was 
nominated  on  the  first  ballot.  His  official 
term  commenced  the  1st  of  May,  1879. 
Was  re-elected  by  the  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth  General  Assemblies,  serving  un¬ 
til  May  1,  1885.  At  the  Republican  County 
Convention  for  Black  Hawk  County,  held 
September  19,  1885,  he  was  nominated  for 
State  Senator  by  acclamation,  and  elected 
at  the  November  election  by  a  majority  of 
743.  At  the  organization  of  the  Senate  he 
was  made  chairman  of  the  committees  on 
municipal  corporations  and  of  printing,  was 
also  a  member  of  committees  on  ways  and 
means,  railroads,  insurance,  highways,  la¬ 
bor,  congressional  districts,  agricultural  col- 
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lege,  orphans’ home  and  enrolled  bills.  He 
was  president  of  the  Building  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation  four  years,  and  at  the  organization 
of  the  Union  Mutual  Aid  Association  in  the 
fall  of  1 88 1  was  elected  its  president  and  is 
still  serving;  has  also  been  vice-president  of 
the  street  railway  company  from  its  or¬ 
ganization.  In  local  enterprises  Mr.  Par¬ 
rott  has  promptly  lent  the  aid  of  his  hand 
and  pen,  and  in  all  respects  is  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  citizen.  Mr.  Parrott  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  i860,  and 
has  held  various  official  positions.  He 
was  a  charter  member  and  the  first  junior 
warden  of  Victory  Lodge,  No.  296,  of 
Waterloo;  was  afterward  senior  warden, 
then  treasurer,  then  worshipful  master, 
serving  as  such  until  1879,  when  it  was 
consolidated  with  Waterloo  Lodge,  No. 
105  ;  also  served  as  master  of  the  consol¬ 
idated  lodges;  is  also  a  member  of  the 
chapter,  commandery  and  consistory. 
Served  as  commander  of  the  commandery 
tw°  years,  and  one  year  as  grand  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Christ 
Church  parish,  donating  freely  toward 
the  building  of  the  church  now  occupied, 
and  has  been  an  officer  of  the  vestry  ever 
since  the  parish  was  organized.  He  is  a 
firm  believer  in  practical  Christianity  and 
charity  and  always  ready  to  relieve  the 
necessities  of  the  destitute,  or  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  who  need  such  en¬ 
couragement.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig 
like  his  father  in  youth,  and  shouted  for 
Scott  and  Graham  in  1852.  Since  old 
enough  to  vote  he  has  affiliated  steadily 
with  the  Republicans,  but  while  a  party 
man  he  is  not  one  of  those  who  believe  a 
party  is  of  more  importance  than  right 
and  honesty.  On  the  25th  of  October, 
1859,  he  was  married  at  Davenport,  to 
Miss  Frank  M.  Field,  youngest  daughter 
of  Isaac  N.  Field,  and  they  have  three  sons. 


w 

vv 

vv 

K 

iTj  iTi 

vv 

4'  4' 
X'k' 
»▼! 

vv 

k”  iTj 

vv 

k”ikY< 

vv 

...... 

V'4 

k~i  k~i 
...... 

k.^4 

A 

\*A~A 


AMES  Q.  ROWND,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  was  born  June  19, 
1810,  and  was  the  first  child  born  in 
Barnesville,  Belmont  County,  Ohio. 
^  His  parents,  James  M.  and  Martha 
Rownd,  were  among  the  first  settlers  to 
locate  in  the  western  part  of  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  emigrating  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1808.  He  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  oi 
sixteen  years  went  to  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
to  learn  the  potter’s  trade,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  with 
the  exception  of  some  time  spent  in  teach¬ 
ing  school.  He  was  married  in  1832  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Lawrey,  and  of  the  four 
children  born  to  them  three  are  living — 
Mary  E.,  John  H.,  Martha  M.  P.  Mrs 
Mary  A.  Rownd  died  in  1840,  and  in  1842, 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Caro¬ 
line  Brown.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children.  Mr.  Rownd  left  Ohio 
with  his  family  in  the  year  1856,  coming 
through  with  wagons  and  teams,  and  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa.  He  settled  on  240  acres  of  prairie,  two 
miles  from  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  and  his 
sons  carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  two  of 
his  sons  enlisted  for  three  years;  one,  John 
H.,  now  living  in  Kansas,  served  two  years 
participating  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
and  other  important  battles.  By  the  acci¬ 
dental  discharge  of  his  musket  he  lost  two 
of  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand.  George 
W.  served  his  country  two  and  a  half 
years,  a  member  of  the  First  Iowa  Battery, 
bravely  participating  in  many  of  the  most 
important  engagements  of  the  war.  While 
in  the  service  he  contracted  a  disease,  and 
was  discharged,  but  died  before  reaching 
home.  Mr.  Rownd  remained  on  his  farm 
till  the  fall  of  1875,  when  he  retired  from 
the  active  duties  of  life  and  moved  to 
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Cedar  Falls.  Of  his  seven  living  children 
William  S.  is  on  the  home  farm  ;  Esther  A. 
married  a  farmer  and  is  living  near  home; 
Charles  W.  is  a  groceryman  in  Cedar 
Falls;  Walter  W.  is  on  the  home  farm; 
Albert  M.  is  a  carriage  maker  in  Yankton, 
Dakota;  Oscar  V.  is  a  carpenter  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minnesota,  and  Jennie  M.  is  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  'of  Cedar 
Falls.  Mr.  Rownd  is  one  of  the  respected 
citizens  of  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  has  lived 
so  many  years.  lie  has  served  his  town¬ 
ship  as  assessor  and  school  director  for  a 
number  of  years,  treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship  school  fund  for  ten  or  twelve  years, 
and  for  twelve  years  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Farmers’  Mutual  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Black  Hawk  County.  He  affili¬ 
ates  in  his  political  views  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  1 1  is  wife  is  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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-UDGE  CARLTON  F.  COUCH 
-  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  May  25,  1845.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
State,  his  father,  Warren  Couch,  be¬ 
ing  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His 
primary  education  was  received  at  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  and  later  he  attended  the 
Westfield  and  Jamestown  academies.  In 
the  spring  of  1866  he  came  to  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
began  reading  law,  entering  the  office  of 
Bagg,  Allen  &  Miller.  He  completed  his 
law  studies  under  the  firm  of  Boies  &  Allen, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1868  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  became  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Boies  &  Allen, 
the  firm  of  Boies,  Allen  &  Couch  continu¬ 
ing  till  January,  1874,  when  Mr.  Allen  re¬ 
tired.  The  firm  of  Boies  &  Couch  then 
continued  till  1882,  when  Mr.  Couch  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Ninth  District  which 
is  composed  of  five  counties — Dubuque, 


Delaware,  Buchanan,  Black  Hawk  and 
Grundy — and  is  still  holding  the  same  po¬ 
sition.  The  Judge  was  married  in  1873  to 
Jessie  hi.,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Robert 
Ma  nson,  of  Waterloo,  who  died  May  29, 
1879.  To  this  union  has  been  born  one 
daughter — Gertie  A. 


RANDAL  CHURCHILL, 
ceased,  one  of  the  pioneer 


de- 

set¬ 


tlers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  No¬ 
vember  2,  1809.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Jane  (Dell)  Churchill, 
the  former  born  in  1770,  of  English  de¬ 
scent,  and  the  latter  in  1775,  of  Irish  and 
German  descent.  His  grandfather,  Will¬ 
iam  Churchill,  was  born  about  the  year 
1730,  and  was  twice  married,  having  three 
sons — David,  Lemuel  and  William  by  the 
first  marriage,  and  three  daughters  and 
one  son  by  the  second.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  in  1840,  and  his  father, 
after  clearing  four  farms  in  the  heavy  tim¬ 
ber  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  raising  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  and  standing  a 
bulwark  of  the  Baptist  church  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  died  in  1862,  aged  nearly 
ninety-two  years.  Randal  Churchill  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  his  boy¬ 
hood,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  the 
early  settlement  of  Ohio  their  mode  of 
transportation  was  by  what  was  termed  a 
“  hat-boat,”  a  large  boat  capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  several  tons  of  produce,  but  rowed  by 
hand.  These  boats  or  barges  were 
manned  and  allowed  to  float  down  the 
Ohio  River,  and  then  the  Mississippi  to 
New  Orleans,  where  the  cargo  was  placed 
upon  the  market.  Randal  made  the  trip 
to  New  Orleans  in  this  manner,  when  but 
seventeen  years  of  age.  He  was  married 
May  14,  1834,  to  Catherine  J.  Hamilton, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  3, 
1 8 1 1 .  Immediately  after  their  marriage, 
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they  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Michi¬ 
gan,  where  they  resided  for  twenty  years, 
Mr.  Churchill  clearing  and  improving  a 
heavily  timbered  tract  of  land.  In  1854 
they  sold  the  farm  in  Michigan  and  moved 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  purchasing 
517  acres  of  land,  part  of  it  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  county,  held  numerous  town¬ 
ship  offices,  being  many  years  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  several  times  assessor  and  al¬ 
most  constantly  school  director.  He  was 
frequently  impaneled  on  the  jury  at  the 
county  seat,  and  sat  on  one  case  where  the 
defendant  was  convicted  of  murder.  His 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  and  usefulness, 
except  one  that  died  in  infancy.  Joshua 
P.,  the  fourth  son,  who  now  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  Loren  E.,  the  youngest, 
are  more  nearly  related  to  Black  Hawk 
County  history  than  any  of  the  rest. 
Loren  E.  took  the  full  course  of  the  Iowa 
State  Normal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  be¬ 
came  a  successful  teacher,  held  the  office 
of  county  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Black  Hawk  County  for  four  years,  edited 
the  Ioiva  Teacher,  won  for  himself  quite  a 
reputation  as  a  writer  and  thinker,  and 
took  high  ground  among  educators  gener¬ 
ally,  but  died  in  his  thirty-fourth  year, 
March  12,  1886.  Few  men,  if  any,  in  the 
county  enjoyed  a  larger  or  more  ardent 
circle  of  friends  than  Loren  Edward 
Churchill.  Randal  Churchill  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
pioneer  life,  coming  as  he  did  when  the 
wolves  were  boisterous  watchers  of  his 
premises  at  night  and  the  red  deer  can¬ 
tered  in  full  view  in  the  daytime.  The 
financial  crash  of  1857,  when  State  Banks 
was  the  bane  of  our  country,  made  close 
times  for  Mr.  Churchill,  but  being  free 
from  debt  he  passed  through  safely.  1858 
was  known  as  “  the  wet  summer,”  and 
as  the  rivers  were  not  bridged  yet  the 


high  water  placed  him  in  perfect  quaran¬ 
tine  so  he  could  not  market  any  of  his 
produce.  The  vast  amount  of  rain  dam¬ 
aged  600  bushels  of  wheat  so  he  could  not 
sell  it  at  any  price,  but  he  “  saved  it  ”  by 
feeding  it  to  hogs  and  selling  the  hogs  at 
$2  per  hundred,  dressed.  Mr.  Churchill 
was  a  zealous  supporter  of  President  Lin¬ 
coln’s  administration  and  gave  him  his  last 
ballot.  He  died  October  5,  1865. 


HOMAS  CASCADEN,  one  of  the 
enterprising  business  men  of  Wa¬ 
terloo,  is  a  native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  born  June  23,  1835.  When 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  his  parents, 
David  and  Mary  E.  Cascaden,  im¬ 
migrated  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec, 
from  there  going  to  London,  Canada,  where 
they  resided  till  their  death.  Thomas  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  London,  Canada, 
and  attended  the  schools  of  that  place  till 
his  seventeenth  year.  He  then  entered  a 
foundry  where  he  learned  his  trade,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  after  which 
he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  in 
the  United  States  tor  a  time.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Canada  and  conducted  a  foundry 
at  South  Hampton  until  1870,  when  he 
came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  remaining  there 
two  years.  He  then  removed  to  Waterloo, 
this  county,  and  established  his  present 
foundry,  in  connection  Avith  which  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  dealing  in  agricult¬ 
ural  implements  until  1885,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  that  business.  He  was  married 
in  1873  to  Anna  Mayes,  of  Waterloo,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio.  They  have  three  children — 
John,  David  and  Kittie.  Mr.  Cascaden, 
by  a  previous  marriage,  has  one  son  whose 
name  is  Thomas.  No  man  has  done  more 
to  build  up  the  town  of  Waterloo  than  Mr. 
Cascaden.  He  came  here  without  a  dollar, 
but  in  all  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with 
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success,  owing  to  h is  industry,  frugality 
and  good  business  management.  He  built 
the  Frank  block  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Frank  Brothers,  clothiers,  this  block  being 
one  of  the  last  he  built  in  the  city,  and  cost 
$20,000.  He  also  built  the  Lamb&  Lathrop 
block,  corner  of  Fourth  and  Jefferson 
streets,  north  of  the  Irving  Hotel  on  Bridge 
street,  which  hotel  lie  assisted  in  building. 
He  also  built  the  four  blocks  opposite  his 
office  and  the  fine  Tinner  block.  Around 
bis  fine,  imposing  residence,  which  is  situ¬ 
ated  on  an  elevation,  he  has  four  and  a  half 
acres  of  ground,  and  all  his  surroundings 
betoken  comfort  as  well  as  prosperity. 


.  <5.0/?  . 


;AMUEL  A.  BISBEE,  section  13 
Mount  Vernon  Township,  was 
born  in  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York,  November  26, 
1826,  a  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  A. 

( Cottrell)  Bisbee.  When  he  was  an 
infant  his  parents  removed  to  Delaware 
County,  New  York,  where  they  followed 
farming.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  Delaware  County  in  the  towns  of 
Delhi  and  Meredith,  and  for  some  time 
worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  He  was 
first  married  March  4,  1852,  to  Catherine 
Palmer,  who  was  born  October  28,  1834,  at 
Courtwright,  Delaware  County,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  John  Palmer.  She  died  at 
Applington,  Iowa,  October  19,  1859,  liv¬ 
ing  two  children — William  H.,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1853,  now  living  in  Tennessee, 
and  Mary  E.,  born  February  22,  1855,  mar¬ 
ried  Hiram  Elliott  and  died  at  Applington, 
Iowa,  January  24,  1877.  Mr.  Bisbee  mar¬ 
ried  for  his  second  wife  Nancy  PI.  Swart- 
hout,  March  14,  1863.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Nancy  (Hunt)  Swarthout, 
her  mother  dying  in  1827,  when  Mrs.  Bisbee 
was  but  three  days  old.  She  was  born  at 
Romulus,  New  York,  August  30,  1794. 


James  Swarthout  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  New  York,  in  1792,  and  was  three 
times  married,  Mrs.  Bisbee  being  a  child 
by  his  first  marriage.  His  third  wife  is 
living  in  Kansas.  He  had  a  family  of  twenty 
children.  His  death  occurred  at  Aurora, 
Illinois,  March  2,  1863.  Mrs.  Bisbee  is  of 
Dutch  and  Irish  descent,  her  Great-grand¬ 
father  Swarthout  coming  from  Holland, 
and  her  Great-grandfather  Joseph  Hunt 
emigrating  from  Ireland  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  Mrs.  Bisbee  has  in  her  family 
a  chair  which  belonged  to  her  Great-grand¬ 
father  Swarthout.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bisbee 
have  had  born  to  them  one  child — Ada,  born 
July  20,  1864,  on  the  old  homestead  in  this 
county.  Mr.  Bisbee  left  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  in  1856,  and  located  in  Polo, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  freight 
office  during  the  first  winter,  and  in  April, 
1857,  he  started  with  his  family  for  Iowa, 
making  the  journey  by  ox  team  in  about 
two  weeks.  When  he  came  to  Waterloo 
there  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  log 
houses  to  be  seen  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
He  first  settled  in  Applington,  Butler 
County,  lived  there  six  years,  and  March  4, 
1863,  settled  on  section  13,  Mount  Yernon 
Township,  and  commenced  improving  his 
land,  of  which  only  five  acres  were  broken, 
building  a  small  frame  house,  which  is  now 
the  kitchen  part  of  his  present  substantial 
residence.  On  coming  to  Iowa  he  pos¬ 
sessed  but  50  cents  beside  his  few  household 
goods.  He  has  been  an  industrious  and 
hard-working  man  and  through  his  own 
efforts  has  acquired  a  competency,  and  is  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  this  community. 
His  farm,  which  is  located  south  of  his  first 
settlement  in  this  township,  contains  100 
acres  of  well-cultivated  land.  Mr.  Bisbee 
was  reared  a  Baptist,  but  is  now  an  attend¬ 
ant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Elisha  Bisbee, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  is  now  deceased.  His  widow 
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is  now  living  with  her  youngest  son,  David, 
in  Applington,  Iowa.  She  was  born  in 
Meredith,  Delaware  County,  New  York, 
about  1808.  Samuel  Bisbee’s  Grandfather 
Bisbee  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  serving  through  fifteen  hard-fought 
battles  without  receiving  a  scratch. 
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1?RANK  R.  HOLLIS  was  born  in 
?  Rensselaer  County,  New  York, 
April  9,  1842,  a  son  of  Harlin  S. 
and  Jane  Hollis,  the  father  born  in 
Covington,  Massachusetts,  February 
t  15,  1819,  and  the  mother  a  native  of 
Rensselaer  County,  born  April  6,  1819. 
They  were  married  in  Rensselaer  County, 
the  father  having  lived  there  from  his 
thirteenth  year,  and  in  that  county  their 
five  children  were  born — Caroline  Saxsby, 
still  living  in  Rensselaer  County ;  Frank  R., 
our  subject;  George,  of  Black  Hawk 
Township;  Stephen,  in  Rensselaer  County, 
and  Mrs.  Lavantia  Wait,  in  Colorado. 
Frank  R.  Hollis  and  his  father  both  en¬ 
listed  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  in  Com¬ 
pany  E,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fifth 
New  York  Infantry,  at  Troy,  the  date  of 
their  enlistment  being  August  27,  1862. 
They  were  in  the  engagement  at  Bolivar 
Heights,  September  14,  1862,  at  Harper’s 
Ferry,  and  the  next  day  were  treacher¬ 
ously  surrendered  by  General  Miles  to 
the  rebel  General  Jackson.  The  two 
months  following,  they  were  in  the  parole 
camp  at  Chicago.  November  25,  an  ex¬ 
change  having  been  effected,  they  joined 
General  Hancock’s  corps,  when  the  father 
was  placed  on  detached  duty  as  division 
wagon-master.  Our  subject  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  the  other 
fiercely  contested  battles  of  his  corps,  and 
was  in  the  campaign  against  Lee’s  army 
which  culminated  in  the  surrender  at  Ap¬ 
pomattox.  Both  father  and  son  received 
an  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1865,  and 


returned  to  their  peaceful  farm  life  in 
Rensselaer  County.  September  26,  1865, 
Frank  R.  Hollis  went  to  Monroe  County, 
New  York,  and  the  day  following  was 
married  to  Miss  Nellie  S.  Blv,  who  was 

J  7 

born  in  Rensselaer  County,  April  23,  1845. 
Nine  children  have  been  born  to  them,  all 
living  at  home —Charles,  Harlin,  Iola,  Ed¬ 
ward,  John,  Rienzi,  Lettie,  Arthur  and 
Jennie.  Immediately  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Hollis  went  to  La  Salle,  Illinois,  re¬ 
maining  there  till  January,  1866,  when  he 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  farmed  rented  land  for  three  years.  He 
then  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  16, 
Black  Hawk  Township,  where  he  lived 
till  1881,  since  which  he  has  resided  on 
his  present  farm,  on  section  22.  Mr.  Hol¬ 
lis  has  prospered  through  life,  owing  to 
his  persevering  industry  and  good  manage¬ 
ment,  and  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  560 
acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollis  are  members 
of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Hollis  left  their  old  home 
in  New  York,  in  August,  1882,  and  now 
make  their  home  with  him.  Both  father 
and  son  are  identified  with  the  Republican 
party. 


61 


ILLIAM  N.  SWITZER  was 
born  in  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania,  June  12,  1842,  a 
son  of  David  and  Barbara  Switzer 
natives  of  the  same  county,  and 
there  his  father  died  October  6,  1861, 
aged  fifty  years,  and  his  mother  makes  his 
house  her  home.  Six  of  her  sons  and  one 
daughter — Josias  D.,  Amos  D.,  William 
N.,  John  N.,  Peter  D.,  Cornelius  D.,  and 
Mrs.  Lydia  Speicher — live  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Joanna 
Baxter,  lives  in  Grundy  County,  Iowa. 
William  N.  Switzer  was  reared  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  and  the  practical  lessons  learned 
in  his  youth  in  the  old  State  of  Pennsyl- 
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n/sroitr  of  black  iiawk  couktt 


vania,  hive  been  of  lasting  value  to  him 
on  the  prairies  of  Iowa.  He  was  the  first 
ol  the  family  to  come  to  Iowa,  becoming 
a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County,  April 
1 8,  1 86 1.  For  a  year  or  two  he  worked 
for  others,  but  not  being  satisfied  with 
merely  earning  wages,  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Orange  Township,  where  he  lived  till  Sep¬ 
tember,  1 868,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  on  sections  3  and  10,  Lincoln  Township. 
He  immediately  began  improving  it,  and 
built  a  residence  into  which  he  moved  the 
following  spring.  Mr.  Switzer  is  a  thor¬ 
oughly  practical  farmer  as  is  shown  by 
the  evident  care,  thrift  and  enterprise  of 
the  owner  of  his  320  acres  of  choice  land. 
His  building  improvements  are  notably 
fine,  being  excelled  by  none  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  Fully  realizing  that  it  is  not  good 
for  man  to  live  alone,  in  1873  he  returned 
to  his  native  county,  and  was  there  united 
in  marriage,  January  29,  to  Susan  A.  Engle. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Switzer  have  been  born 
ft>ur  children — Edna,  Ora,  Herbert  Ray 
and  Pearl.  They  have  been  for  several 
years  members  of  the  Brethren  church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Switzer  casts  his  suffrage  with 
the  Republican  party. 


w 


%W\ 

6feB^?ILLIAM  O.FAIRBAIRN, farmer, 


section  34,  Waterloo  Township, 
was  born  in  England,  April  12, 
1840,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  ten 
children  of  W.  R.  and  Ellen  M. 
(Richards)  Fairbairn,  who  were  also 
natives  of  England.  His  parents  immi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  1842,  and  settled  in 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  remaining 
there  till  the  father’s  death  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  William  O.  Avas  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm,  and  has  always  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  May,  1865, 
locating  at  once  in  Eagle  ToAvnship.  He 


owns  eight  and  a  half  acres  of  land  where 
he  resides,  and  has  a  half  section  of  valu¬ 
able  land  in  Tama  County,  and  a  160-acre 
valuable  farm  in  Wright  County.  Mr. 
Fairbairn  was  married  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Susan  Tur¬ 
ner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  she 
was  born  in  1836.  She  died  in  1883,  and 
Mr.  F  airbairn  was  again  married  February 
22,  1884,  taking  for  his  second  wife  Rosa 
L.  [aqua.  wShe  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  1860,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Josiah  Jaqua.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child — Edna  M.,  born  February 
13,  1885.  Mr.  Fairbairn  belongs  to  no 
church  but  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 
In  politics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  this  community. 


W.  GILBERT,  merchant  of 
Waterloo,  is  a  native  of  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  born  July 
10,  1833,  the  second  son  of  Levi  and 
**  Betsey  (Watkins)  Gilbert.  His  par¬ 


ents  were  both  natives  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Avere  early  settlers  of  NeAV  York 
State,  living  there  till  their  death.  G.  W. 
attended  school  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  seventeen  years,  Avhen  he  entered  the 
store  of  his  father  Avho  Avas  a  boot  and 
shoe  merchant.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  elder  brother, 
Dan.  B.  Gilbert,  of  Waverly,  Avith  Avhom 
he  continued  four  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1855  he  came  to  IoAva  and  stopped  at  Fort 
Dodge  tAvo  years,  in  which  place  he  pre¬ 
empted  land.  He  then  returned  to  NeAV 
York  in  the  fall  of  1857,  and  in  April,  1858, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  M.  Jenks,  of 
Owego,  NeAV  York.  Immediately  after 
his  marriage  he  came  to  Waterloo,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Soon  after  coming 
here  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
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ness  in  partnership  with  J.  R.  Millard,  with 
whom  he  was  associated  one  year.  He 
then  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and 
shortly  after  purchased  a  new  store  which 
he  stocked  with  dry -goods,  and  has  since 
carried  on  the  business  alone.  His  store 
is  centrally  located  at  No.  66  Commercial 
street,  and  is  well  stocked  with  a  full  as¬ 
sortment  of  everything  in  his  line.  For 
two  years  he  was  associated  with  George 
A.  Loring  in  the  grain  business,  their  ele¬ 
vator  being  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  &  Northern  Railroad.  Mr.  Gilbert 
was  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Waterloo,  which  was 
organized  in  1863.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  Waterloo,  and  he  has  served  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  trustee  about  four  years. 


OSHUA  P.  CHURCHILL,  a  farm¬ 
er  of  Union  Township,  fourth 
child  of  Randal  and  Catherine  J. 
Churchill,  was  born  May  8,  1844,  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  com¬ 
ing  to  Black  Hawk  County  with  his 
parents  when  ten  years  of  age,  and  remain¬ 
ing  with  them  until  his  majority.  He 
learned  the  art  of  photography,  and  prac¬ 
ticed  it  until  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  went  to  Colorado  in  1866,  and  engaged 
in  mining  until  1868,  when  he  returned  and 
took  charge  of  the  homestead,  where  he 
has  lived  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years  spent  in  Colorado  in  the  hope  of 
benefiting  his  wife’s  health.  He  assisted 
his  brother,  Loren  E.,  to  get  an  education, 
and  was  his  quiet  helper  in  all  his  enter¬ 
prises.  He  provided  and  cared  for  his 
mother  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
May  26,  1881.  Mr.  Churchill  was  married 
March  16,  1879,  to  Miss  Martha  T.  Stamp, 
who  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Michigan, 

July  7,  1846.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Churchill  have 

21 


two  children — Ralph  L.,  born  April  7,  1880, 
and  Grace  L.,  born  June  S,  1883.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party,  but  has  always  avoided  official 
position ;  but  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a 
delegate  from  his  township  to  county  con¬ 
ventions,  and  was  one  of  the  delegates 
representing  Black  Hawk  County  in  the 
Republican  State  Convention  at  -  Des 
Moines,  in  1885,  when  Wm.  Larrabee  was 
nominated  for  Governor.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  and  earnest  advocates  of 
temperance.  He  has  attained  quite  a 
reputation  as  a  writer  for  the  local  press. 
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(LBERT  J.  EDWARDS,  Clerk  of 
aglM  the  District  and  Circuit  Court, 
fff  was  born  in  Walworth  County, 
Wisconsin,  January  22,  1847,  his  par¬ 
ents,  Jonathan  and  Adeline  (Paine) 
-1  Edwards,  being  natives  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  His  parents  left  their  native 
State  about  1840,  coming  West  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  but  returned  East  about  the  year  1851, 
the  father  dying  in  Thomaston,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  1853,  and  the  mother  in  the  fall  of 
1867.  Albert  J.  was  about  five  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  till  1855,  when  he  and  his 
younger  brother,  Luther  H.,  returned  to 
Wisconsin.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  with  his  un¬ 
cle,  Charles  Marsh,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  at  Waterloo  in  the  win¬ 
ters,  and  worked  on  his  uncle’s  farm  during 
the  summer  months  till  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  remained  on  the  farm  till  the 
winter  of  1868  and  1869,  when  he  went  to 
the  pineries  of  Wisconsin  where  he  ran  a 
stationary  engine.  He  returned  to  Black 
Hawk  County  the  following  spring,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  as  a 
clerk  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  In  the  winter  of 
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1S70  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  under 
\V.  F.  Brown,  serving  in  that  capacity  till 
January,  1873,  when  he  was  appointed  dep¬ 
uty  clerk  under  J.  C.  Gates,  holding  that 
position  till  January,  1881.  In  the  fall  of 
1880  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position 
and  is  filling  the  office  very  acceptably. 
Mr.  Edwards  was  married  in  1873  to 
Amanda  F.  Hall,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hall, 
of  Waterloo,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  four  daughters.  Mr.  Edwards  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  June  19,  1884. 
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fORCESTER  F.  BROWN  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kennebec  County,  Maine, 
born  in  the  town  of  Albion,  June 
19,  1823,  the  third  son  of  a  family 
of  nine  children.  He  passed  his 
3011th  on  a  farm,  and  received  the 
benefit  of  a  common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  learning 
the  trade  of  a  millwright  and  machinist 
which  he  followed  till  reaching  maturity. 
He  was  married  in  1850  to  Cyntha  E.  Rich, 
of  Winterport,  Maine,  who  died  December 
9,  1882.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  this 
union,  four  survive — Ella  R.  (a  widow), 
Eleanor  E.,  Walter  E.  and  Iola  A.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Brown  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  and  a  brother  were 
engaged  in  manufacturing  flooring  for  a 
few  years.  He  was  then  engaged,  by  a 
company  from  Boston,  in  the  Southern 
States  till  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  came  to 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  which  at  that  time  was  a 
mere  village.  After  coming  here  he  was 
variously  engaged  fora  time,  when  he  spent 
two  years  in  Dubuque  County,  where  he 
lost  his  right  hand  by  having  it  caught  in  a 
saw.  He  then  returned  to  Waterloo,  and 
in  1861  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  assuming  the  duties  of  his 
office  in  January,  1862,  serving  in  that  capac¬ 
ity  six  terms  of  two  years  each,  with  credit 


to  himself  and  to  his  constituents.  He  has 
also  held  the  office  of  school  director  five 
years,  and  that  of  assessor  two  years.  He 
served  for  two  years  as  Deputy  United 
States  Marshal  for  Black  Hawk  County  un¬ 
der  George  W.  Clark,  and  during  this  time 
he  was  connected  with  the  grain  business 
in  which  he  was  engaged  till  June,  1885. 
In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  creamery  busi¬ 
ness,  and  now  owns  a  creamery  in  Orange 
Township  and  also  rents  one  at  Hudson,  this 
county,  where  he  carries  on  a  successful 
trade.  Mr.  Brown’s  parents,  John  I.  and 
Mary  (Warren)  Brown,  had  a  family  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
six  children  survive.  The  father  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  in  1867  aged 
seventy-six  years.  His  widow  survived 
till  January  14,  1885,  dying  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven  years. 


LFRED  GRUNDY,  attorney  at 
law,  of  Cedar  Falls,  was  born 
December  3,  1852,  in  Bureau 

County,  Illinois,  his  parents,  Henry 
and  Henrietta  Ruth  Grundy,  being 
natives  of  England.  They  immi¬ 
grated  to  America  about  the  year  1850, 
when  they  settled  in  Bureau  County.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  primary  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  entered 
the  Iowa  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar 
Falls,  being  one  of  its  first  students.  He 
attended  that  institution  two  vears,  and 
graduated  in  June,  1879.  He  taught  one 
year  in  Christian  County,  Illinois,  and  dur¬ 
ing  1879  and  1880  he  taught  in  the  graded 
schools  at  Brooklyn,  Iowa.  During  the 
summer  of  1880  he  taught  in  the  teachers’ 
institute  held  at  Montezuma,  Iowa,  and  in 
September  of  the  same  year  he  accepted 
the  principalship  of  the  Dyersville  public 
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schools,  which  position  he  filled  acceptably 
for  three  years,  and  in  the  summer  of  1882, 
was  one  of  the  instructors  in  the  teachers’ 
institute  held  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  entered  the  Iowa  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Iowa  City,  graduating-  in  the  law 
class  of  June,  1884.  He  then  formed  his 
present  partnership  with  the  Hon.  H.  C. 
Hemenway,  with  whom  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hemenway  &  Grundy.  July 
11,  1881,  Mr.  Grundy  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Florence  M.  Sargent,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Louisa  Sargent,  of 
Grmnell,  Iowa.  A  son,  Eugene  A.,  was 
born  to  this  union  February  7,  1885.  In 
politics  Mr.  Grundy  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  identified  with  both 
the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  lodges  of 
Cedar  Falls. 


D.  FORD,  third  child  of  Hampton 
W.  and  Anna  (Combs)  Ford,  was 
born  in  Wyandotte  County,  Ohio, 
September  8,  1846.  He  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  with  his 
parents  in  April,  1856,  and  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Washington  Township.  He  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
owning  in  this  township  250  acres,  located 
on  sections  23,  14  and  10.  He  has  made 
his  home  in  this  county  since  coming  here 
in  1856,  with  the  exception  of  nine  months 
spent  in  Cherokee  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
improved  a  farm.  He  was  married  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1866,  to  Naomi  L.  Watrous,  who 
was  born  in  Rock  County,  Wisconsin, 
June  13,  1845,  daughter  of  George  H.  and 
Eunice  (Fish)  Watrous,  the  father  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  born  December  25,  1814, 
and  the  mother  born  in  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  February  22,  1815.  Her  father  is  a 
minister  of  the  United  Brethren  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  many 
places,  and  is  at  present  living  in  Clayton 


County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Ford’s  parents  were 
married  in  Cuyahoga  County,  and  had  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
Mrs.  Ford  being  the  fourth  child.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  she  came  with  her 
parents  to  Iowa,  and  when  she  was  twenty- 
one  years  old  she  commenced  teaching 
school  in  this  county.  Her  mother  died  in 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  April  21,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  three  children _ 

George  H.,  born  January  10,  1868;  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  born  August  19,  1872,  and  Hettie 
B.,  born  November  15,  1879,  all  born  on  the 
homestead  in  Washington  Township.  Mrs. 
Ford  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  served  his 
township  as  supervisor  for  two  years,  and 
is  now  serving  his  seventh  year  as  town¬ 
ship  assessor.  He  has  also  served  as  town¬ 
ship  trustee,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  several  years. 
Hampton  Ford,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1814. 
When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  he  went  to 
Wyandotte  County,  where  he  was  married, 
his  wife  being  a  native  of  that  county, 
born  August  5,  1823,  and  they  had  born  to 
them  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  The 
father  came  to  this  county  with  his  family 
in  1856,  living  here  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  10,  1877. 


W.  BARTLETT,  A.  M.,  Assist¬ 
ant  Principal  and  Professor  of 
English  Language  and  Litera¬ 
ture,  at  Iowa  State  Normal  School, 
was  born  February  26,  1834,  in  Bath, 
New  Hampshire.  He  entered  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  in  1853,  and  graduated  in 
1857;  came  to  Western  College,  Linn 
County,  Iowa,  the  same  year,  where  he 
taught  for  a  term  of  ten  )^ears,  mostly  in 
ancient  languages,  and  was  president  of 
the  college  for  the  years  1866  and  1867; 
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then  went  to  Denmark  Academy,  Lee 
County,  as  teacher  for  six  years  ;  then  spent 
three  years  teaching  in  Memphis  Academy, 
Missouri,  and  in  the  fall  of  1876  was  chosen 
for  his  present  position.  I  Ie  was  president 
of  Iowa  State  Teachers’  Association  in 
1885  and  1886.  lie  married  Miss  Julia 
Abbott  July  12,  1859.  She  was  born  in 
October,  1836,  in  Hath,  New  Hampshire. 
They  have  had  four  children;  three  are 
living — Elmer  E.,  Will  A.,  and  Mary  E. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  church. 


OHN  BALL,  Surveyor  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  was  born  in 
Igm  Grafton  County,  New  Hamp- 
Jgr  shire,  July  4,  1814,  a  son  of  Aaron 
^ZjF  and  Betsey  (Pillsbury)  Ball,  natives  of 
Y  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
respectively.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Eleazer  Ball,  was  a  native  of 
Hollis,  Massachusetts,  and  of  English  an¬ 
cestry,  and  on  his  mother’s  side  he  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  He  removed  with  his 
parents  from  his  native  State  to  Sharon, 
Windsor  County,  Vermont,  where  he  lived 
many  years.  His  parents  settled  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1863,  where  they 
resided  till  their  death.  John  Ball  received 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  later  attended  a  mili¬ 
tary  academy  at  Norwich,  Vermont.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  went  to 
New  York  and  taught  school  in  Genesee 
and  Chautauqua  counties.  In  1837  he  came 
to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  remaining  a  short  time 
in  Keokuk  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Government  survey.  He  then  went 
to  Missouri  and  entered  120  acres  of  land 
Lewis  County,  where  he  followed 


in 


farming  three  years.  He  was  married 
in  1839  to  Juliet  Pougue,  a  native  of 
Scott  County,  Kentucky,  and  the  youngest 


of  a  family  of  ten  children.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  this  union  only  one,  John 
P.,  is  living.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ball 
moved  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  thence  to  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  until  the  fall  of  1864. 
He  then  removed  with  his  family  to  Black 
Hawk  County,'  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  on  a  farm  two  miles  east 
of  Waterloo.  In  1865  Mr.  Ball  was  elected 
surveyor  of  Black  Hawk  County,  which 
position  he  held  two  years.  In  1869  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  serving 
this  time  for  four  years.  He  was  again 
elected  in  1883  and  re-elected  in  1885,  in 
which  capacity  he  still  serves.  While  liv¬ 
ing  in  Dubuque  Mr.  Ball  took  Government 
contracts  to  the  number  ol  sixteen,  in  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Dakota.  Mr. 
Ball  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
on  the  frontier,  and  in  former  years  was 
quite  familiar  with  the  Indian  chief  Black 
Hawk. 


f'V/VW 


1  HARLES  D.  BECKER,  Recorder 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  New 
York,  July  12,  1841,  son  of  Lewis 
and  Almena  Becker,  who  were  also 
natives  of  New  York  State.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children — Mary  A. 
and  our  subject.  The  father  was  the  owner 
of  a  farm,  but  made  millwrighting,  car¬ 
pentering  and  joining  his  principal  occu¬ 
pations  through  life.  His  death  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  but  twelve  years  of 
age,  his  widow  surviving  till  1876.  Charles 
D.  Becker  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  attended  the  village  school  during  the 
summers  till  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  after 
which  he  spent  the  winter  months  at  school. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  his  career 
as  a  teacher,  which  he  followed  for  two 
terms.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
August  9,  1862,  in  the  Tenth  New  York 
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Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  almost  three 
years,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  on 
July  7,  1865.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
at  Cedar  Creek,  after  which  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  commissary  department  where 
he  served  till  his  discharge.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  State  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  the  spring  of 
1866.  He  then  came  West  to  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1869 
he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  re¬ 
siding  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  county 
till  the  fall  of  1884.  He  then  left  his  farm 
and  moved  to  Waterloo  to  assume  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  office  of  recorder  to  which  po¬ 
sition  he  had  been  elected  the  same  fall 
and  is  still  holding  that  position.  He  has 
also  served  as  township  treasurer  for  six 
years.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1868 
to  Almeda  Sarvay,  of  Jefferson  County, 
New  York,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters. 
Mr.  Becker  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  has  served  as  master  of  Cain 
Lodge,  No.  394. 


4- 


jgAMES  E.  BARRETT,  residing  on 
^  section  20,  Lincoln  Township, 
was  born  in  Canton,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York,  August  2,  1840,  a 
son  of  Charles  E.  and  Charlotte  (Olin) 
Barrett,  the  father  born  in  Essex  > 
County,  New  \  ork,  October  8,  1811,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  Canton,  New  York. 
The  mother  died  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
New  York,  in  1844,  and  of  her  three  chil¬ 
dren  our  subject  was  the  second.  Mary, 
the  eldest,  died  in  Canton  aged  eighteen 
years,  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  W.  H.  Ste¬ 
vens,  died  in  Lincoln  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County.  The  father  was  again  mar¬ 
ried  in  1846  in  St.  Lawrence  County  to 
Charlotte  V.  Backus  (who  died  April  2, 
1886),  and  to  this  union  five  children  were 
born,  all  natives  of  Canton — Mrs.  Florence 


Cole,  of  Minneapolis ;  Mrs.  Frances  Earl, 
of  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin  ;  Mrs.  Jane 
Searles,  of  Milwaukee ;  Charles,  of  Man- 
dan,  Dakota,  and  William,  of  Jefferson 
County,  Wisconsin.  In  1859  the  family 
removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  our  subject  resided  till  1866.  James 
E.  Barrett,  our  subject,  enlisted  in  defense 
of  the  Union  in  1863,  in  Company  E, 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  his  father  en¬ 
listing  in  the  same  compan}-,  being  then 
fifty-two  years  of  age.  Both  father  and 
son  were  efficient  soldiers,  serving  honor¬ 
ably  and  faithfully  in  the  Gulf  department 
until  their  discharge  in  July,  1865,  when 
they  returned  to  Jefferson  County,  Wis¬ 
consin.  James  E.  Barrett  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1866,  when 
he  bought  the  farm  of  160  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  his  father  making  his  home 
with  him  since  August  8,  1885.  He  was 
married  in  1862  to  Miss  Maryette  Stevens, 
a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin, 
who  died  in  July,  1866,  leaving  one  son — 
Merritt,  who  still  lives  with  his  father. 
Mr.  Barrett  was  again  married  in  1871  in 
Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Rutherford,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  New  York.  She  died 
in  May,  1872,  also  leaving  one  son — Charles 
J.  Mr.  Barrett  married  Miss  Pauline 
Thompson  October  11,  1873,  she  being  a 
native  of  York  County,  Maine.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  have  blessed  this  union — Earl  and 
Charlotte.  Mrs.  Barrett  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rett  is  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
belonging  to  lodge  No.  90,  of  Reinbeck. 
He  has  served  his  township  as  trustee  for 
several  years,  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  year  as  township  assessor.  By  his 
upright  life  and  gentlemanly  deportment 
Mr.  Barrett  has  during  his  residence  in  Lin¬ 
coln  Township  won  the  confidence  and  es¬ 
teem  of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  both 
he  and  his  father  are  radical  Republicans. 
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history  or  hlack  hawk  county 


AN  I  EL  W.  CROUSE,  physician 
and  surgeon,  of  Waterloo,  is  a 
native  of  Chester  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  November  5,  1845. 
When  he  was  eleven  years  of  age 
his  parents,  Daniel  and  Mary  (Mau¬ 
rer)  Crouse,  removed  to  Carroll  County, 
Illinois,  and  there  located  on  a  farm.  Dan¬ 
iel  attended  the  Mount  Carroll  Seminary, 
and  afterward  went  to  the  University  of 
Michigan,  from  which  institution  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1868.  Immediately  after  graduating 
he  went  to  New  York,  and  attended  lect¬ 
ures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  He  took  a  second  course  of 
lectures  at  Long  Island  College  Hospital, 
graduating  again  in  June,  1869.  He  then 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Morse- 
ville,  Jo  Daviess  Countv,  Illinois,  but  in  the 
fall  of  1869  came  to  Waterloo,  where  he 
has  since  followed  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession.  December  4,  1878,  he  was 

united  in  marriage  to  Florence  B.  Hawley, 
of  Westfield,  New  York.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Cedar  Valley  Medical  Asso- 
ciation,  and  is  president  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Association  and  also  belongs  to  the 
National  Medical  Association.  He  is  at 
present  Commissioner  of  the  Insane  of 
Black  Hawk  County. 


USsfflLLIAM  DEEMING  has 
farm  of  280  acres  in 


a  fine 
Mount 


^ernon  Township,  200  acres  be- 
JC  ing  on  section  27  and  eighty  acres 
jKTn  on  section  28.  He  has  a  fine,  large 


frame  residence  and  his  farm  build¬ 
ings  are  commodious  and  comfortable.  He 
is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  the 
township,  a  public-spirited,  enterprising 
citizen  and  a  good  neighbor.  He  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County  from  five  miles  east 
of  Lockport,  Will  County,  Illinois,  in  the 
spring  of  1854,  and  worked  for  one  Walter 


Hitchcock,  to  whom  he  had  hired  in  Will 
County  for  $10  a  month.  He  subsequently 
worked  by  the  day  and  month  till  he  had 
earned  enough  to  buy  forty  acres  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land,  on  the  river,  part  of  which 
was  timber  and  part  prairie  land.  He  af¬ 
terward  bought  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land 
and  two  years  later  sold  it  all  at  an  advance 
on  the  purchase  price  and  bought  forty 
acres  in  Mount  Vernon  Township.  This 
he  afterward  sold  and  went  to  Sioux  City, 
spending  three  months  looking  for  a  loca¬ 
tion,  more  satisfactory,  but  finally  returned 
to  Black  Hawk  County  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  farm  of  Dyer  Williams. 
In  1866  he  sold  this  and  went  to  Adair 
County,  Missouri,  and  bought  240  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  lived  four  months.  At 
that  time  there  were  two  political  parties 
in  Missouri  and  each  had  a  secret  society. 
Representatives  from  these  parties  visited 
him  and  told  him  he  must  join  one  or  the 
other  of  them.  This  he  declined  to  do, 
saying  that  he  preferred  returning  to  Iowa. 
An  aunt  of  Mrs.  Deeming  lived  at  Kirks- 
ville,  and  they  went  there  to  buy  their  house¬ 
hold  furniture,  but  the  aunt  advising  them 
not  to  stay  there  as  they  “  did  not  know 
what  hung  over  their  heads,”  they  only 
bought  a  cook  stove,  which  they  sold  for 
one-half  its  cost  and  returned  to  Iowa,  ex¬ 
changing  their  240  acres  for  the  eighty  acres 
they  had  left  in  Mount  Vernon  Township. 
Mr.  Deeming  made  the  first  improvements 
on  his  land,  and  built  the  first  house,  a  small 
frame,  in  which  he  lived  till  he  built  his 
present  residence.  He  has  been  successful, 
due  to  his  energy  and  good  management. 
Mr.  Deeming  was  born  in  Meltonmovvbray, 
Leicestershire,  England,  March  7,  1834,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Maria  (Dixon) 
Deeming.  His  mother  died  in  England, 
November  1,  1842,  aged  thirty-three  years, 
and  his  father  in  this  township,  March  21, 
1880,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His  father 
married  a  second  time  and  his  wife  died  in 
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Lockport,  Illinois.  He  accompanied  his 
father  to  the  United  States  when  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  and  lived  at  Lockport 
till  coming  to  Iowa.  He  was  married  No¬ 
vember  28,  1858,  to  Ellen  Ford,  a  native  of 
Wyandotte  County,  Ohio,  born  September 
9,  1838,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Catharine 
(V an  Gundy)  Ford.  Her  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  her  father 
born  in  1807  and  her  mother  in  1812.  About 
1853  they  moved  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  settled  in  Washington  Town¬ 
ship.  Here  her  mother  died  February  21, 
1879,  and  her  father  still  lives.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Deeming  have  six  children — Nancy 
A.,  born  September  16,  1859,  was  married 
February  3,  1880,  to  George  Knapp,  ol 
Waterloo  Township  ;  Josiah,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1862;  William  Henry,  born  April 
2,  1867;  Louisa,  born  June  7,  1869;  Katie 
M.,  born  January  23,  1873  ;  Nellie  J.,  born 
April  8,  1877.  I11  politics  Mr.  Deeming 

was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  now  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  road  supervisor  and 
trustee. 

A - - J- 

KENRY  C.  HUNT  was  born  in 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  February 
22,  1832,  the  youngest  son  of 

eleven  children  of  Caleb  and  Re¬ 
becca  Hunt,  who  were  both  natives 
of  New  England,  his  paternal  ances¬ 
tors  being  originally  from  England.  His 
maternal  grandfather  served  as  a  surgeon 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Henry  C. 
lived  at  his  birthplace  till  ten  years  of  age 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Haver¬ 
hill,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  He  received  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  preparing  himself  for  Dartmouth  Col¬ 
lege,  but  when  a  young  man  he  was  offered 
his  choice  between  a  college  education  and 
a  position  in  the  general  ticket  office  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  at  Detroit,  and 


accepted  the  latter.  He  attended  satisfac¬ 
torily  to  the  duties  of  the  office  about  two 
years,  when  his  health  failed  him.  He  then 
spent  one  and  a  half  years  in  the  pineries 
west  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Detroit,  and  for  three  years 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  mercan¬ 
tile  trade.  He  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa, 
m  the  spring  of  1857  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  with  G.  B.  Van 
Sawn  until  1862.  For  many  years  he  has 
handled  agricultural  machinery,  and  for  the 
past  several  )^ears  has  been  general  agent 
for  Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota 
for  William  Deering,  the  extensive  manu¬ 
facturer  of  agricultural  implements.  Mr. 
Hunt  was  married  in  1855  to  Helen  M. 
Garrison,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  of  the 
six  children  born  to  them  five  are  living — 
William  P.,  Harriet  L.,  Henry  E.,  Harry 
N.  and  Percy  G.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  man  of  ex¬ 
cellent  business  ability,  and  in  his  various 
enterprises  has  been  uniformly  successful. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  He  has  served  satisfactorilv  as 
city  councilman,  and  also  as  Deputy  United 
States  Collector  under  President  Lincoln’s 
administration.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  for  nearly  twenty 
years. 


rfvVViV 


iVVv^ 


also 


AMUEL  H.  MILLER,  one  of 
Orange  Township’s  most  promi¬ 
nent  citizens,  was  born  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  15, 
1838,  the  third  of  seven  children  of 
Jonas  A.  and  Sally  (Horner)  Miller, 
natives  of  Somerset  County.  His 


mother  died  when  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  leaving  the  family  to  the  care  of  his 
father,  with  whom  he  remained  until  man¬ 
hood,  and  was  earty  inured  to  the  labors 
incident  to  farm  life.  The  winter  months 
were  devoted  to  study  and  attending  the 
district  schools,  and  while  thus  employed 
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a  thirst  for  knowledge  was. kindled,  which 
has  grown  with  the  years,  and  has  been 
partially  satisfied  by  reading  and  observa¬ 
tion.  In  i860  lie  left  the  old  home  and 
came  West,  and  in  1862  became  a  resident 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  making  his 
home  in  Orange  Township,  where  lie  be¬ 
gan  to  manufacture  sorghum  molasses,  and 
also  taught  school.  lie  subsequently 
rented  a  farm  a  short  time,  and  in  1865 
bought  where  he  now  lives,  on  section  17, 

o 

Orange  Township,  and  began  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  pioneer  farm.  His  land  is  now 
all  under  cultivation,  and  his  building  im¬ 
provements  are  commodious,  and  were 
erected  with  a  view  to  utility  and  con¬ 
venience.  Mr.  Miller  early  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  greater  profits  could  be  realized 
from  stock  than  from  general  farming,  and 
consequently  was  among  the  first  in  North- 
ern  Iowa  to  make  a  specialty  of  that  in- 
dustry.  He  introduced  Poland-China 
hogs  into  the  county,  and  for  several  years 
was  a  successful  breeder  tor  market.  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1863,  Mr.  Miller  married  Eliza 
Beachley,  daughter  of  Daniel  Beachley. 
She  was  a  native  of  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  October,  1865, 
leaving  one  son — Edwin  Stanton.  January 
9,  1870,  Mr.  Miller  married  Susan  Saylor, 
also  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  have  five  children — Anna 
G.,  Ira  S.,  Howard  W.,  Mary  Kate  and 
Lizzie  M.  Mr.  Miller  has  served  his  town¬ 
ship  as  clerk  four  years,  and  in  1884  was 
elected  assessor  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  the 
first  president  of  the  Farmers’  Mutual  In¬ 
surance  Company  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
serving  five  years,  and  in  1884  was  again 
elected  to  the  same  position  which  he  now 
holds.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active 
Christian  workers  in  the  community.  His 
life  has  been  devoted  to  building  up  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  both  as  a  lay  member 
and  as  a  preacher.  He  has  for  many  years 


been  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist 
church,  and  in  June,  1876,  was  appointed 
a  minister  of  the  denomination,  and  was 
ordained  in  June,  1885.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  same  church. 


•*JZSLUQYsfi&£*>' 


ILLIAM  C.  CLOUGH,  deceased, 
was  a  native  of  Kennebec 
County,  Maine,  born  August  22, 
1820,  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Elizabeth 
Clough,  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
parents  were  farmers,  and  he  was 
reared  to  that  occupation,  remaining  with 
his  parents  till  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Rhode  Island  and  remained  thirteen  years. 
In  1855  he  came  West,  and  located  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  buying  116 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Waterloo  Township, 
and  four  lots  in  the  village  of  Waterloo, 
and  made  this  his  home  till  his  death.  He 
was  a  practical  business  man,  and  pros¬ 
pered  in  all  his  transactions.  Liberal  and 
benevolent,  he  gave  freely  of  his  means  to 
assist  any  and  every  laudable  enterprise  or 
worthy  person.  Conscientious  and  per¬ 
fectly  honorable,  he  was  held  in  high  es¬ 
teem  by  all  who  knew  him.  Kind  hearted 
and  affectionate,  his  familv  lost  a  noble 

J 

husband  and  indulgent  father  when  he  was 
taken  from  them.  His  widow,  to  whom  he 
was  married  May  9,  1847,  was  Angeline 
Goodridge,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Goodridge.  Their  family  consisted 
of  seven  children — Lizzie  A.,  Luella  F., 
Anna  R.,  Minnie  A.,  Corrinna,  Mable  and 
Willie  E.  Corrinna,  Mable  and  Luella  F. 
are  deceased.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
McStay,  a  miner  in  California,  and  has 
three  children — Walter,  Carlie  and  Angie. 
Anna  R.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Campbell, 
a  carpenter  of  Waterloo,  and  has  one  child 
— Guy.  Mrs.  Clough  is  a  good  manager, 
and  has  conducted  her  business  since  her 
husband’s  death  successfully.  She  resides 
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on  the  homestead,  where  she  is  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  She  is,  as 
was  also  her  husband,  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican. 
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lOHN  PALMER, 
C.  Hawk  County’s 


-&H** 


one  of  Black 
most  prosper¬ 
ous  farmers,  resides  on  section 
14,  Black  Hawk  Township.  He 
was  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
June  14,  1831,  a  son  of  John  and 
Joanna  Palmer.  The  former  was  born 
April  26,  1808,  and  died  October  20,  1877, 
and  the  latter,  February  11,  1809,  and  died 
September  25,  1878.  Our  subject  was 
reared  a  farmer,  receiving  a  fair  education 
in  the  English  branches.  He  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  thirteen  children.  The  eldest, 
William  H.,  lives  in  Mt.  Vernon  Township; 
Silas,  Ellen  and  Hattie  live  in  Chicago ; 
Thomas  is  in  New  Zealand;  Mary  Ann 
and  Elizabeth  live  on  farms  in  England  ; 
James  is  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Lon¬ 
don;  Stephen  died  in  Chicago,  and  three 
others  are  also  deceased.  To  better  his 
condition  in  life  and  build  for  himself  a 
home,  he  came  to  America,  where  there  is 
room  for  all,  embarking  at  Plymouth  in  a 
sailing  vessel  for  Quebec,  and,  after  a  seven- 
weeks  voyage,  landed  May  29,  1853.  July 
18,  the  same  year,  he  was  married  to  Louisa 
Jeffrey,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  July  17,  1829,  and  came  to  America 
in  the  same  vessel  with  her  husband.  After 
reaching  America  Mr.  Palmer  found  em¬ 
ployment  as  a  farm  laborer  at  $12  a  month. 
He  remained  in  Canada  three  years,  en¬ 
gaged  in  farm  work  and  brick-making  and 
chopping  cordwood,  carefully  saving  his 
earnings  with  a  view  of  getting  a  home  in 
the  United  States.  In  1856  they  started 
for  Iowa,  taking  a  steamboat  on  Lake  On¬ 
tario,  there  being  no  railroad  there  at  that 
22 


time,  making  the  journey  from  Chicago 
with  one  horse  and  a  spring  wagon,  making 
the  trip  in  twelve  days,  having  a  few  house¬ 
hold  goods  and  $200  in  money.  He  reached 
Waterloo  in  May  and  bought  a  few  lots  in 
the  new  village,  and  eighty  acres  of  land 
outside  the  town.  Trials  were  in  store  for 
them.  Sickness  made  him  unable  to  work, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1857,  having  spent  the 
most  of  his  property,  he  went  to  Butler 
County  and  pre-empted  130  acres  of  land. 
But  that  county  was  new,  neighbors  were 
scarce,  and  markets  so  distant  that  life 
seemed  intolerable  to  them.  In  1862  he 
disposed  of  his  land,  realizing  only  90  cents 
an  acre  for  it,  and  returned  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  for  two  years  rented  the  old 
Worthington  farm  in  Black  Hawk  Town¬ 
ship.  In  1864  he  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  14,  which  is  a  part  of  his  present 
farm,  and  commenced  improving  it.  Ten 
acres  had  been  broken  and  a  small  house 
had  been  built.  Now  his  fortune  changed, 
and  he  began  to  steadily  gain  ground,  until 
to-day  he  is  one  of  the  township’s  most 
prosperous  citizens.  His  farm  of  eighty 
acres  has  been  increased  by  additions  till 
he  now  owns  310  acres  of  productive  land, 
and  his  residence  and  farm  buildings  are 
among  the  best  in  the  township.  This  has 
been  gained  by  unyielding  perseverance, 
thrift  and  a  systematic  and  practical  care 
and  oversight  of  his  work.  He  devotes 
the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  horses  and 
cattle,  having  in  1886,  130  head.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  Republican,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
has  never  sought  official  honors,  but  has 
several  times  been  given  positions  of  trust 
by  his  fellow  townsmen.  For  four  years  he 
was  magistrate,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  several  years.  He  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers’  Mu¬ 
tual  Insurance  Company,  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  He  and  his  wife  were  reared 
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under  the  ministrations  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  are  still  in  sympathy  with 
the  church  of  their  youth.  They  have 
eight  children — Emanuel  [.and  Silas  G.,  of 
Wright  County,  Iowa ;  Samuel  J.,  in  the 
Black  Hills,  Colorado;  Nellie,  wife  of  Clar¬ 
ence  Lamb,  of  Sioux  County,  Iowa;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ann,  Ernest  W.,  Hattie  J.  and  Thomas 
A.  are  living  at  home.  Three  children  are 
deceased — Edwin  J.,  Stephen  II.  and  Su¬ 
sannah,  all  dying  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Palmer’s 
parents,  Emanuel  and  Susannah  Jeffrey, 
died  in  their  native  country,  her  father  in 
1855,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  her 
mother  several  years  later,  aged  seventy 
years.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  but  five  are  living — Mrs.  Palmer, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lever,  of  Osage,  Iowa; 
John  and  Samuel,  in  Australia,  and  Eman¬ 
uel  in  Wales.  One  son,  George,  was  killed 
in  the  Crimean  war. 


M.  H.  PALMER,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  24,  Mount  Vernon  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  June  10,  1829,  where  he 
lived  till  1854,  when  he  came  to 
America.  He  remained  over  a  year 
in  Chicago  when  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  locatingat  Waterloo,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  on  a  small  scale,  living 
there  till  May  9,  1861,  when  he  settled  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Palmer 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  has  always  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  success.  He  now  owns  a  fine 
farm,  known  as  the  Cedar  Valley  farm, 
containing  181  acres,  which  is  now  for  sale, 
at  $65  per  acre.  This  farm  is  well  improved 
and  in  good  condition.  It  is  divided  into 
ten  fields  with  No.  1  fences,  with  1,000  rods 
of  tile  drain  and  800  feet  of  gas  pipe  for 
water,  all  in  running  order.  The  land  is 
well  supplied  with  water  both  winter  and 


summer.  It  has  two  acres  of  orchard  in 
bearing,  and  other  small  fruit;  orchards  and 
yards  well  protected  north  and  west  with 
an  arbor-vita:  grove,  twenty  to  thirty 
feet  high  ;  groves  of  soft  maple  mixed  with 
black  and  white  walnut,  and  other  varieties 
of  trees.  It  has  furnished  wood  for  the 
place  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  over  160 
cords  have  been  sold.  On  the  farm  is  a 
good  two-story  frame  house  Containing 
eleven  convenient  rooms,  with  cellar  and 
cistern,  running  water  in  kitchen  supplied 
from  a  never-failing  well  i5oHeet  deep;  a 
barn  36  x  60  feet,  with  other  farm  buildings, 
all  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Palmer’s  real 
and  personal  property  is  valued  at  $25,000. 
His  place  is  beautifully  situated  six  miles 
north  and  one  mile  east  of  Waterloo,  and 
nine  and  a  half  miles  from  Cedar  Falls,  on 
two  main  lines  of  railway,  and  terminus  of 
the  Diagonal,  or  I.,  W.  &  N.  R.  R.  It 
has  good  school  advantages  and  is  about 
one  mile  from  Mount  Hope  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Mr.  Palmer  sold  164  acres 
of  his  345  acres  of  land  in  January,  1884. 
In  i864-’65  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  made  a 
trip  to  England,  and  in  1 875— ’76  made  a 
second  trip  to  their  native  country,  visiting 
by  the  way  several  cities  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  particularly  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Great  Centen¬ 
nial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia.  In  1884 
they  visited  the  South  and  the  Cotton  Ex¬ 
position  at  New  Orleans.  They  are  noted 
for  traveling.  Mr.  Palmer’s  early  educa¬ 
tion  was  rather  limited,  only  attending 
school  a  few  months  winters,  finishing  off 
his  last  six  months  in  1848  at  Prospect  Place 
College,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bible 
Christian  denomination.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
married  in  Devonshire  in  the  spring  of  1853 
to  Elizabeth  Hicks,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  1 6,  1830,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William 
and  Grace  (Palmer)  Hicks,  residents  of  this 
township.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Dev¬ 
onshire,  England,  the  father  born  October 
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7,  1806,  and  the  mother  December  3,  1810. 
They  were  married  in  their  native  place  in 
1829,  and  in  May,  1857,  came  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Lincoln  Township,  removing 
to  Mount  Vernon  Township  in  1868.  They 
bought  a  farm  here  on  which  they  lived  till 
1884  when  they  sold  it,  and  have  since  made 
their  home  with  their  youngest  daughter. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  children — Mrs. 
Palmer,  William,  John,  Harriet  A.  (de¬ 
ceased),  Ezekiel,  Mary  A.  (wife  of  H.  E. 
Taylor),  Stephen  P.,  Thomas  P.,  Julia  E. 
(deceased),  Clara  P.  (wife  of  D.  W.  King). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  had  one  child  born 
to  them — John  H.,  born  February  20,  1854, 
and  died  of  cholera  infantum  at  Waterloo, 
September  7,  1855.  Mr.  Palmer  began  life 
on  limited  means,  and  what  he  has  made 
has  been  acquired  by  his  own  untiring 
energy  and  industry,  assisted  by  his  noble 
wife,  who  has  done  her  share  toward 
increasing  the  family  funds.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Palmer  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  it  is  due  to  their  efforts  that  the 
Mount  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  built,  they  having  raised  $700  for  that 
purpose,  and  subscribed  $1 13  to  the  building 
of  the  church,  and  superintended  the  build¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Palmer  has  been  ever  ready 
with  a  helping-hand  for  the  benefit  of  the 
churches,  society,  charitable,  agricultural 
and  public  enterprises  in  Waterloo  and  his 
neighborhood.  He  was  the  first  to  own  and 
operate  a  clover  huller,  and  the  first  to  in¬ 
troduce  tile  drainage  in  the  county.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Democrat.  For  the 
past  filteen  years  he  has  served  as  road 
supervisor  and  refused  other  offices.  Mr. 
Palmer  pays  considerable  attention  to  stock- 
raising.  He  has  sixty  head  of  cattle,  about 
fifty  hogs  and  twelve  horses  and  colts.  Mr. 
Palmer’s  parents,  John  and  Joanna  (Hicks) 
Palmer,  were  natives  of  England,  the  father 
born  April  26,  1808,  and  the  mother  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1809.  Both  were  reared  on  farms, 
and  were  married  in  1828.  The  father  died 


at  his  residence  at  Northlew,*  Devonshire, 
October  20,  1877,  of  cancer,  and  the  mother 
died  September  25,  1878.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  our  subject  be¬ 
ing  the  eldest.  The  remainder  are — John, 
a  farmer  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa; 
Stephen,  deceased  ;  Elizabeth,  married  Mr. 
E.  Squire,  and  lives  in  England ;  Thomas, 
married,  living  in  New  Zealand ;  Ellen, 
wife  of  John  King,  living  at  680  West  Van- 
Buren  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Edmund, 
deceased  ;  Edmund  T.,  killed  by  a  runaway 
horse  ;  Silas,  married  and  living  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  at  452  Warren  avenue;  Harriet, 
wife  of  John  Northcott,  living  on  Ogden 
avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois  ;  Mary  Ann,  mar¬ 
ried  E.  Vallance  and  living  in  Devonshire, 
England ;  James,  living  in  London,  England. 


M.  SHOEMAKER,  Treasurer  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio, 
August  23,  1839,  tfm  third  son  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Van  Fleet) 
i  Shoemaker,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  early  settlers  of  Lucas  County.  They 
had  a  family  of  six  children.  The  father 
died  in  Lucas  County  in  1871.  The  mother 
and  four  of  her  children  still  survive.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
such  educational  advantages  as  the  village 
school  afforded.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
till  1861  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  in  Company  I,  Fourteenth  Ohio  In¬ 
fantry,  and  served  three  months  when  he 
was  discharged.  He  re-enlisted  as  a  private 
in  July,  1862,  in  Company  F-,  One  Hun¬ 
dredth  Ohio  Infantry,  but  before  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  company  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Second  Lieutenant,  in  which  position 
he  served  till  the  following  December, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant, 
and  in  April,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to 
Captain,  in  which  rank  he  served  till  the 
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close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out 
July  3,  1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Ohio,  remaining  there  one  year.  In 
1866  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Gil- 
lett,  of  Ohio.  They  have  a  family  of  seven 
children.  In  the  summer  of  1866  he  came 
to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  one  and  a  half 
years.  lie  then  accepted  a  position  as 
clerk  in  the  treasurer’s  office,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  served  very  acceptably  for  four¬ 
teen  years.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
and  in  the  year  1883  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  position. 


^“^tYRON  CULVER  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
July  19,  1824,  a  son  of  Orange 
and  Betsey  (Andrews)  Culver.  The 
Culver  family  is  supposed  to  have 
originated  from  three  brothers  who 
immigrated  to  America  from  England  in 
the  earl}'  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
one  of  the  brothers  being  our  subject’s 
great-grandfather.  His  grandfather,  whose 
name  was  Benjamin  Culver,  was  born  June 
15,  1747,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  war.  His  father,  Orange  Cul¬ 
ver,  settled  in  Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
remaining  there  till  our  subject  was  four 
years  old.  He  then  settled  in  Orleans 
County,  New  York,  and  there  Byron  Cul¬ 
ver  was  reared,  receiving  a  rudimentary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  after¬ 
ward  attended  academies  for  a  few  terms. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  State,  June 
25,  1857,  to  Clara  Stevens,  who  was  born 
June  25,  1826,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  a  id 
Sallie  (Lee)  Stevens.  Mr.  Culver  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County  in  the  spring  of  1858, 
settling  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  for  many  years 
was  engaged  in  the  grain  trade.  He  has 
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large  real  estate  interests  in  Minnesota,  lo 
cated  in  the  Red  River  Valley,  and  is  one 
of  the  prosperous  men  of  his  township. 
In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  has  served  as  supervisor 
of  Cedar  Falls  Township  for  one  term  and 
has  also  held  the  office  of  mayor  of  Cedar 
Falls  for  two  terms,  serving  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  both  to  himself  and  to  his  constitu¬ 
ents.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity. 

AMUEL  MARSTON  was  born 
in  Spafford,  Onondaga  County, 
New  York,  October  1,  1820,  a 
son  of  Israel  and  Ruth  (Palmer) 
Marston,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
his  father  being  of  Scotch  and  his  mother 
of  English  descent.  When  seven  years  of 
age  he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  Mr. 
Orrin  Frisbie,  with  whom  he  lived  till 
he  was  twenty-one,  having  a  good  home, 
and  receiving  fair  educational  advantages. 
He  was  married  November  30,  1841,  to 
Miss  Mary  Rice,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Onondaga  County,  New  York,  born  July 
29,  1823,  her  parents,  Levi  and  Catherine 
K.  Rice,  being  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marston  have  three  children 
— Minerva,  wife  of  Charles  M.  Blanchard, 
of  Kossuth  County,  Iowa ;  Charles  E.,  re¬ 
siding  near  his  parents,  and  Olive  A.,  wife 
of  E.  J.  Palmer,  of  Wright  County.  The 
youngest  child,  Lizzie,  died  in  her  fifth 
year.  Mr.  Marston  followed  farming  in  his 
native  county  till  1843,  when  he  moved 
with  his  family  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich¬ 
igan,  where  they  suffered  much  from  fever 
and  ague.  He  remained  there  till  1854, 
and  during  his  residence  partially  cleared 
three  farms,  but  sickness  kept  him  in  some¬ 
what  limited  circumstances,  and  his  start 
in  Black  Hawk  County,  where  he  settled 
in  1854,  was  almost  like  commencing  life 
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anew.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  sold  his 
property  on  section  5?  Lincoln  Township, 
buying  320  acres  of  partially  improved 
land  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Grundy  County, 
Iowa,  which  he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1871* 
He  then  settled  on  the  place  where  he  has 
since  resided,  his  farm  located  on  section  5, 
Black  Hawk  Township,  containing  ninety- 
two  acres  of  fine  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marston  are  well  known  throughout  the 
county,  and  are  highly  respected  for  their 
many  kind  and  neighborly  qualities.  Both 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Marston 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  since  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Republican  party  he  has 
voted  that  ticket. 


-c§>. 


ILLIAM  H.  STEVENS,  residing 
on  section  20,  Lincoln  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County, 
Wisconsin,  born  March  17,  1844, 
the  second  child  of  Silas  R.  and  Ade¬ 
line  Stevens,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  Canada  respectively.  His 
parents  came  to  Wisconsin  before  their 
marriage.  They  were  married  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  that  State,  where  they  still 
make  their  home,  and  where  the  father 
ranks  among  the  prosperous  and  wealthy 
citizens.  Five  children  were  born  to  them 
— Jerome,  who  resides  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  William  H.;  Marett,  deceased, 
wife  of  J.  E.  Barrett ;  George  and  Charles, 
living  with  their  parents.  William  H,  Ste¬ 
vens  was  married  May  5,  1861,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Barrett,  daughter  of  C.  E.  Bar¬ 
rett,  and  sister  of  James  E.  Barrett.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  children — Lena, 
deceased,  and  Silas  Edwin.  In  August, 
1864,  Mr.  Stevens  enlisted  in  Battery  E, 
First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  and  dur¬ 
ing  most  ot  his  service  he  was  in  the  garri¬ 
soned  forts  on  Arlington  Heights.  After  his 


» 

discharge,  June  15,  1865,  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin.  In 
March,  1866,  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  James  E.  Barrett,  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  each  buying  a  home  on 
section  20,  Lincoln  Township,  and  here  his 
wife  died  June  15,  1874,  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years.  April  25,  1876,  Mr.  Stevens  was 
married  to  Miss  Olive  Hoag,  born  May  16, 
1848,  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  where  her  father, 
John  Hoag,  still  resides.  Of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  them  only  two  survive — 
Harry  and  Floyd.  Alma  and  Margaret  are 
deceased.  Mr.  Stevens  began  improving 
his  present  farm  in  1866,  and  from  the  raw 
prairie  he  has  made  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  Lincoln  Township.  It  contains  120  acres 
of  land,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Stevens  is  one  of  Lincoln’s  active 
and  public-spirited  citizens,  and  has  served 
in  many  positions  of  trust  since  coming  to 
the  township,  holding  the  offices  of  trustee, 
constable,  road  supervisor  and  school  di¬ 
rector.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  a  member  of  Reinbeck  Lodge, 
No.  386,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  Vice-Grand. 


jiESSE  M.  HELFER  was  born  in 
White  County,  Indiana,  October 
8,  1850,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Graver)  Heifer,  his  father  born  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
June  26,  1813,  and  the  mother  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  born 
November  3,  1819.  The  father  was  reared 
from  his  sixth  till  his  twenty-first  year  in 
Shelby  County,  Indiana,  when  he  went  to 
Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  was  there 
married  May  12,  1837,  his  wife  coming 
from  her  native  county  to  Tippecanoe 
County  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  They 
had  three  children  born  to  them — William 
Henry,  born  May  12,  1838,  died  August 
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H /STOUT  OF  BLACK  I1AWK  COUNTY. 


30,  1S41  :  Jacob  M.,  born  February  14, 

1848,  died  in  his  fourth  year,  and  Jesse  M., 
our  subject.  About  nine  years  after  their 
marriage  the  parents  moved  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  locating  on  a  timbered 
farm  which  they  cleared,  living  there  about 
twelve  years,  and  in  July,  1855,  came  to 
this  county  with  our  subject.  They  first 
located  on  the  farm  which  is  yet  occupied 
by  Jesse  M.  and  his  widowed  mother,  his 
father  having  died  here  September  1,  1879. 
When  they  settled  here  but  thirty  acres 
had  been  broken,  on  which  was  built  a 
small  two-room  house.  There  is  now  a 
irood  substantial  frame  house,  with  two 
good  barns  and  other  farm  buildings,  all 
in  fine  condition,  and  his  land  is  well-im¬ 
proved,  and  fenced,  partly  with  rails  and 
partly  with  wire.  The  homestead  contains 
about  313  acres,  located  on  sections  26,  27, 
34,  35  and  36.  Jesse  M.  Heifer  was  mar¬ 
ried  November  17,  1867,  to  Hannah  A. 
Crawford,  who  was  born  May  13,  1851,  in 
Sullivan  County,  New  York,  and  when  she 
was  three  years  old  her  parents,  William  H. 
and  Lettie  J.  (Hendricks)  Crawford,  moved 
to  Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  where  she 
was  reared.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  living  there  till  he  came 
to  Elkhart  County,  Indiana.  He  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1866, 
with  his  wife  and  five  children,  of  whom, 
Mrs.  Heifer  is  the  third  child.  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  died  in  this  county  June  27,  1866. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heifer  have  four  children — 
Jacob  M.,  born  January  8,  1869;  Harrison 
C.,  born  March  18,  1871  ;  Mary  F.,  born 
March  12,  1878,  and  Luella  M.,  born  May 
23,  1882.  Mr.  Heifer  was  elected  township 
trustee  in  1882,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  two  years.  In  politics  he  casts  his  suf¬ 
frage  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  parents  had  an  adopted  son,  Henry 
Derduff,  whom  they  reared  from  his  thir¬ 
teenth  year.  He  was  born  October  3,  1844. 


He  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  and  was 
with  Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea,  and 
at  the  grand  review  at  Washington.  While 
in  the  army  he  contracted  disease,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died  August  28,  1866. 


I  RAM  M.  BAILEY  came  to  this 
county  October  27,  1857,  when  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tion  26,  Mt.  Vernon  Township,  living 
there  two  years.  He  then  sold  his 
land  and  bought  120  acres  in  the  same 
township,  and  two  years  later  sold  this  land, 
and  went  to  Kane  County,  Illinois,  and  a 
year  later  returned  to  Black  Hawk  County 
and  spent  the  summer  at  Waterloo.  He 
then  sold  his  town  property,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1867  bought  his  present  farm  on  section 
35,  which  contains  i2oacresof  land.  When 
Mr.  Bailey  bought  this  place,  but  forty 
acres  had  been  broken,  and  no  buildings  had 
been  erected.  Mr.  Bailey  has  made  all  the 
improvements  here,  has  a  comfortable 
house,  a  good  frame  barn,  and  other  farm 
buildings,  and  his  land  under  cultivation. 
He  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York,  April  26,  1832,  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Dill)  Bailey.  His 
father  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1782,  and 
died  March  7,  1875,  and  his  mother  was  al¬ 
so  a  native  of  Vermont,  her  death  taking 
place  m  Petersburg,  New  York,  January  3, 
1859,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
Mr.  Bailey  was  married  August  27,  1854,  to 
Mary  E.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Nassau, 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  November 
9,  1837.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Walton  W. 
and  Rebecca  (Reynolds)  Williams,  her 
father  dying  in  Nassau,  New  York,  in 
March,  1879,  an(3  her  mother  dying  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
Mrs.  Bailey  was  reared  in  Rensselaer  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  there  received  a  common-school  ed¬ 
ucation,  living  there  till  after  her  marriage. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  were  born  two 
children — Emma  S.,  born  in  Kane  County, 
Illinois,  March  28,  1857,  and  now  the  wife 
of  Clemance  Leeper,  and  Charles  E.,  born 
July  2,  1863,  in  Mount  Vernon  Township, 
this  county.  I11  politics  Mr.  Bailey  was  a 
Republican.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  bereaved  by 
the  death  of  her  husband,  September  10, 
1883.  He  had  been  a  sufferer  from  rheu-, 
matism  for  many  years,  and  for  two  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  had  been  unable 
to  work,  the  last  year  being  entirely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  house.  He  served  his  town¬ 
ship  for  two  terms  as  supervisor.  He  was 
a  respected  citizen  of  the  township,  and  left 
behind  him  many  friends  to  mourn  his  loss. 


«@as« 


SAAC  D.  GILKEY  was  born  Feb- 
ruary  24, 1825,  in  Orange  County, 
V ermont,  a  son  of  Silas  and 
Almira  Gilkey,  his  father  being  of 
Scotch  and  his  mother  being  of  Eng¬ 
lish  ancestry.  When  he  was  ten  years 
of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Orleans 
County, V ermont,  and  there  he  was  reared  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  his  father  being  a  mer¬ 
chant.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  went 
to  Holliston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a  boot  and  shoe  manufactory 
for  two  years.  From  Holliston  he  went  to 
Boston,  where  for  a  short  time  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  clerking  in  a  mercantile  establish¬ 
ment.  He  subsequently  traveled  for  the 
mercantile  firm  of  A.  C.  Denison  &  Co., 
selling  goods  through  Maine,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  Vermont  for  five  years.  He  then 
located  at  Island  Pond,  Essex  County,  Ver¬ 
mont,  where  he  carried  on  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  brother,  S.  N.  Gilkey, 
for  several  years,  and  for  a  time  previous 
to  his  removal  from  that  place  he  had  an 
interest  in  a  hotel  there.  Mr.  Gilkey  came 
to  Black  Hawk  Count}7,  Iowa,  during  the 
fall  of  1856,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Union 


Township,  where  he  resided  ten  years.  In 
1866  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Cedar 
Falls,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For 
his  wife  he  married  Abby  M.  Parsons,  and 
of  the  three  children  born  to  them  only 
one,  Henry  S.,  is  living. 


3000£ 


jpOEL  PROUTY,  bridge-builder,  re- 
lr^  siding  at  Cedar  Falls,  is  a  na- 
five  of  Bangor,  Maine,  where  he 
was  born  January  24,  1815,  a  son  of 
Aaron  and  Hepsibath  (Crosby) 
Prouty.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  was  one  of 
of  the  Puritans  who  left  that  country  in  the 
“  Mayflower,”  and  landed  at  Plymouth 
Rock.  Joel  Prouty  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  State,  his  father  being  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  owning  a  farm  on  the 
Penobscot  River.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  began  learning  bridge-building  under 
skilled  and  practical  workmen,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirty  began  contracting  on  his  own 
account,  which  he  still  continues,  and  to-day 
he  ranks  among  the  prominent  bridge- 
builders  of  Black  Hawk  County.  Mr. 
Prouty  was  married  in  August,  1843,  to 
Miss  Lucy  Moore,  of  Maine,  and  of  the 
five  children  born  to  bless  this  union  only 
two  are  now  living — Wellington  M.  and 
Orlando  K.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Mrs.  Ann  J.  Warren,  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  1858,  in  which  year  he  left 
Maine  and  made  his  home  in  Cedar  Falls. 
Both  Mr.  Prouty  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  is  at  present  one  of  the  trustees. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  His  son,  Wellington  M.,  was  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Company 
K,  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  his 
country  three  years,  and  during  this  time 
participated  in  many  of  the  important  bat¬ 
tles  of  the  war. 
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HIS  TORT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  CO  U  NTT. 


gLEMANCE  LEEPER,  farmer,  sec¬ 
tion  26,  Mount  Vernon  Township, 
*s  a  son  °f  Jacob  W.  and  Matilda 
^fe)  (Ford)  Leeper.  He  was  born  in  Mt. 

Vernon  Township  on  section  25,  Au- 
I  gust  28, 1 85  5,  and  was  here  reared  and 

educated  in  the  common  schools.  December 
27,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Emma  S.  Bailey, 
born  in  Sugar  Grove,  near  Kaneville,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  1858,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  M.  and 
Mary  E.  (Williams)  Bailey.  To  this  union 
has  been  born  one  child — Freddie  Ansel, 
born  September  29,  1881.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Leeper  affiliates  with  the  Green¬ 
back  party.  Mr.  Leeper  is  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  farmers  of  this  township,  where  he 
owns  a  fine  farm  containing  120  acres. 


vvVV 


i-^jwwvw. 


ATHAN  B.  CHOATE,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  10,  Benning¬ 
ton  Township,  was  born  in  Port 
Hope,  Canada,  June  10,  1832,  a  son 
of  Nathan  and  Charlotte  (Bedford) 


Choate.  His  father  was  born  near 
Coburg,  Canada,  March  9,  1805,  his  parents 
having  been  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Canada.  When  he  was  about  four  years  old 
his  parents  moved  to  Port  Hope,  where  his 
father  still  resides  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  parents  came  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Canada.  They  afterward 
raised  corn  and  wheat  which  they  took  to 
Kingston  to  mill.  Nathan,  our  subiect, 
was  reared  in  Port  Hope  till  he  was  of  age. 
He  spent  almost  a  year  at  Brockport,  New 
York,  completing  his  education  at  the 
Brockport  Academy.  In  November,  1854, 
he  came  to  Ogle  County,  Illinois,  entering 
his  land  there  in  the  spring  of  1855.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  hauling  supplies 
for  the  Maine  Lumber  Company,  and  the 
following  spring  returned  to  Ogle  County, 
and  after  spending  a  few  days  there  he  went 


to  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  visiting  Jacob 
Strawn,  who  was  then  the  cattle  king  of 
the  West.  He  bought  four  yoke  of  oxen, 
and  commenced  breaking  his  land.  He 
built  a  log  cabin  on  his  land  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  which  was  completed  December  1, 
and  the  day  following  he  started  for  Ogle 
County  to  be  married.  When  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  his  home  he  was  overtaken  by 
a  blizzard,  and  he  had  to  remain  at  the 
Prairie  House,  about  three  miles  distant, 
for  three  days  before  the  storm  ceased. 
When  he  arrived  at  Dubuque  he  aban¬ 
doned  his  team,  and  completed  the  journey 
by  rail.  He  was  married  December  10, 

1856,  his  wife,  Ellen  P.,  being  a  daughter 
of  Horace  and  Alice  (Fisk)  Leffingwell. 
After  his  marriage  he  returned  to  Water¬ 
loo,  arriving  at  his  log  cabin  January  3, 

1857.  The  winter  of  1 856—’ 5 7  was  a  very 
severe  one,  and  they  endured  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations.  More  than  half  the 
cattle  of  their  neighborhood  died  during 
that  winter.  Mr.  Choate’s  first  crop  of 
wheat  did  not  realize  50  cents  in  cash.  The 
next  year  he  planted  ninety  acres  of  wheat 
from  which  he  never  realized  a  pint.  The 
second  winter  he  went  with  his  wife  to 
Canada,  returning  in  April  following, 
spending  the  summer  on  the  farm,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1859  went  to  Ogle  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  remaining  there  till  March,  1863, 
when  they  returned  to  the  farm.  In  the 
fall  of  1869  they  removed  to  Waterloo,  and 
lived  there  four  years,  after  which  they 
spent  two  years  on  their  farm  in  this  town¬ 
ship.  They  then  returned  to  Waterloo, 
remaining  there  one  and  a  half  years,  and 
in  1878  returned  to  the  farm  where  they 
have  since  resided.  Mr.  Choate  has  one  of 
the  best  improved  farms  in  the  township, 
and  his  residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
neighborhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Choate  have 
two  children — Charles  S.,  at  present  serv¬ 
ing  as  clerk  of  his  township,  and  Charlotte 
A.,  a  school  teacher,  both  living  at  home. 
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Mr.  Choate  has  served  as  township  assessor 
and  tax  collector.  He  has  served  as 
school  director  in  Waterloo,  and  also  in 
his  own  district  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Choate  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising, 
having  a  fine  herd  of  registered  Devon¬ 
shire  cattle,  and  Poland-China  and  Chester 
white  hogs.  Mrs.  Choate’s  father  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  born  June  2 6,  1802, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  was  married  at 
S wanton,  Vermont.-  When  she  was  six 
years  old  her  parents  moved  to  Ogle 
County,  Illinois,  where  the  father  died 
three  years  later,  in  1848,  of  typhoid  fever. 
Mrs.  Choate’s  mother  was  born  at  Barre, 
Vermont,  June  15,  1802,  and  died  January 
5,  1877,  at  Oregon,  Illinois. 


C.  GILCHRIST,  A.  M.,  Princi¬ 
pal  of  Iowa  State  Normal  School, 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  May 
20,  1831.  His  parents  were  Scotch, 
having  immigrated  to  America  about 
1820  and  settled  at  Pittsburg.  In  1836 
the  family  removed  to  a  farm  situated  in 
Coitsville,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  and 
on  this  farm  the  boy,  James,  labored  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  old.  During  his 
youth  he  received  only  such  an  education 
as  could  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
of  that  time. 

On  December  3,  1849,  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  Mahoning  Institute,  Poland,  Ohio, 
then  an  academy  of  reputation,  and  still 
prosperous  with  collegiate  powers.  He 
attended  this  school  until  July,  1853,  inter¬ 
rupted,  however,  by  his  going  out  several 
terms  to  teach  and  to  work.  He  was 
wholly  dependent  on  himself  for  means  to 
sustain  his  studentship,  and  he  hesitated  not 
to  go  to  the  harvest  fields  in  vacations,  to 
do  janitor  work  in  the  buildings,  to  teach 
occasional  classes  of  the  academy,  that  he 
might  add  to  his  earnings  of  regular  teach- 

23 


ing  in  the  common  schools.  From  home, 
he  could  only  expect  encouragement,  and 
this  was  never  wanting.  His  father  died 
in  1854. 

After  leaving  the  academy  in  1853,  he 
taught  one  term  at  Lenox,  Ashtabula 
County,  and  four  more  at  Hubbard,  Trum¬ 
bull  County.  In  April,  1855,  he  entered 
Antioch  College,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio, 
of  which  Horace  Mann  was  president.  He 
was  a  student  of  Antioch  several  terms, 
but  financial  fortune  was  against  him,  and 
his  course  of  study  was  never  completed 
at  college. 

His  experience  in  teaching  is  quite  ex¬ 
tensive,  he  having  been  identified  with 
schools  of  nearly  all  grades  and  in  many 
places.  His  first  teaching  was  a  common 
school  in  Coitsville,  during  the  winter  of 
185 1  and  1852,  then  the  Lenox  Academy  and 
the  Hubbard  public  school  just  mentioned. 
During  his  college  life  he  was,  for  one 
school  year  of  nine  months,  superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Republic,  Seneca  County, 
Ohio.  After  another  period  of  attendance 
at  Antioch  he  accepted  the  principalship 
of  the  Union  Schools  of  Marlboro,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  and  remained  there  two 
years.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Hannah 
Cramer,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Warren,  Ohio.  After  a  year  of  educational 
work,  the  leading  part  of  which  was  with 
a  boarding  school  for  boys,  he  was  chosen 
city  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  New 
Brighton,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of  i860, 
he  took  charge  of  California  Seminary, 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1865  he  projected  the  enterprise  of  convert¬ 
ing  the  seminary  into  a  State  Normal 
School,  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  him  fell  the  chief  burden  of  the  under¬ 
taking.  He  raised  much  of  the  necessary 
money  required  of  the  community,  visited 
the  Legislature  at  Harrisburg  and  secured 
needed  appropriations,  planned  the  build¬ 
ings,  superintended  the  construction  of 
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them  and  brought  the  school  to  the  stand¬ 
ard  required  for  State  recognition. 

During  his  labors  in  this  direction,  which 
occupied  six  years,  he  was  county  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  from  1 866  to  1869.  To  his 
administration  is  accredited  an  educational 
revival  in  that  county.  I  lis  institutes  had  a 
quickening  power;  and  the  students  of  the 
newly  founded  Normal  School  carried  a 
knowledge  of  better  methods  of  teaching 
throughout  the  county.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
he  was  tendered  the  principalship  of  West 
Virginia  State  Normal  School  at  Fair- 
mount,  which  position  he  accepted.  He 
remained  here  but  one  year,  owing  to  apo¬ 
litical  change  in  party  power  of  that  State. 
The  dominant  party  believed  it  best  to  put 
new  men  at  the  head  of  the  State  institu¬ 
tions.  No  other  year  of  Prof.  Gilchrist’s 
history  advanced  his  reputation  so  much  as 
this  one  spent  at  Fairmount,  for  the  school 
grew  and  established  itself  firmly  in  the 
favor  of  the  people. 

In  obedience  to  a  long  entertained  incli¬ 
nation  to  remove  West,  he  now,  in  1871, 
came  to  Iowa  and  resided  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids.  He  engaged  in  Institute  work  largely 
for  one  or  two  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1873  he  was  proffered  the  superintendency 
of  the  public  schools  of  Mason  City,  Iowa. 
The  schools  were  organized  by  him,  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  educational  spirit  arose  among 
the  people,  and  a  beautiful  building  was 
erected.  In  1876  he  was  elected  principal 
of  Iowa  State  Normal  School,  an  institution 
which  had  just  been  founded  by  the  Six¬ 
teenth  General  Assembly.  His  long  and 
successful  administration  of  this  school 
bears  record  to  his  ability  and  to  the  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Avho  have 
retained  his  services  for  ten  years. 

Prof.  Gilchrist  has  occasionally  contrib¬ 
uted  an  article  on  an  educational  subject  to 
some  paper  or  magazine;  but  he  has  been 
too  busy  with  practical  affairs  for  much 


writing.  I  lis  official  public  reports  have 
discussed  many  of  the  leading  questions 
of  the  times  and,  in  some  instances,  have 
excited  attention.  He  has,  however,  been 
a  public  speaker  on  educational  themes  at 
all  times.  He  has  often  appeared  on  the 
lecture  platform  of  several  States  during 
his  thirty-three  years  of  an  educational  ca¬ 
reer.  A  special  field  of  his  labor  has  been 
Teachers’  Institutes,  the  number  of  such 
bodies  before  which  he  has  appeared  reach¬ 
ing  the  hundreds,  perhaps.  One  of  the 
forms  of  improvement  in  which  he  has 
taken  much  pleasure  and  from  which  he 
has  derived  much  profit  is  educational  as¬ 
sociations,  County,  State  and  National.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  such  organizations  in 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia  and 
Iowa.  He  has  attended  a  goodly  number 
of  the  meetings  of  the  National  Educational 
Association,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member. 
He  was  president  of  the  Normal  School 
Department  at  the  Chautauqua  meeting, 
1881.  He  has  read  several  papers  before 
these  bodies  from  time  to  time. 

Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1868. 

Thus  far  this  sketch  relates  to  Prof.  Gil¬ 
christ’s  school-life  as  student  and  teacher. 
There  is  not  much  else  left;  but  this  would 
not  be  a  fair  presentation  of  his  work,  were 
no  reference  made  to  other  fields  that  have 
engaged  somewhat  of  his  thought  and  ac¬ 
tion,  especially  that  pertaining  to  the 
Church  and  to  the  Nation. 

Joining  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
in  1863,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1866, 
and  was  ordained  1878  in  Deacon’s  orders. 
He  has  preached  continuously  for  twenty 
years.  His  discourses  are  liberal  and  free 
from  sectarianism.  Their  general  type  and 
characteristic  is  that  of  ethical  and  philo¬ 
sophical  discussion,  but  always  confirma¬ 
tory  of  the  central  truths  of  revelation. 
He  never  was  in  charge  of  a  congregation, 
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never  Avas  paid  a  dollar  for  preaching;  and 
he  preaches  because  he  believes  that,  in  so 
doing,  he  adheres  closely  to  his  one  and  sole 
life-work,  that  of  a  teacher  and  an  educa¬ 
tor. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  he  was  in 
charge  of  California  Seminary,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  his  school  was  made  up  largely  of 
young  men,  many  of  whom,  at  the  call  for 
troops  in  the  summer  of  1861,  enlisted.  He 
joined  a  company  himself  and  went  into 
camp,  but  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
friends  to  remain  and  carry  on  the  school, 
and  at  the  advice  of  the  physician  who 
doubted  his  health  as  sufficient  at  that  time 
for  a  soldier’s  life,  he  did  not  go  into  active 
service.  He  continued  his  school,  teaching 
the  children  of  the  absent  soldiers  free  of 
tuition  in  many  cases.  He  supported  the 
Union  cause  by  all  the  means  he  had,  and 
not  without  persecution  and  peril.  Some 
of  his  vacations  were  spent  in  recruiting 
companies  to  meet  the  demand  for  more 
troops.  His  service  at  home  was,  perhaps, 
better  than  what  he  might  have  rendered 
in  the  camp. 

In  the  family  there  have  been  ten  chil¬ 
dren  born,  six  of  whom  are  living,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Cleland  and 
Charles  Willard  are  farmers,  managing 
what  is  called  Lake  Stock  Farm,  situated 
in  Pocahontas  County.  Maude  has  been  a 
teacher  for  the  past  three  years  in  the 
Normal  School,  and  has  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  Wellesley  College,  Massachusetts, 
as  Assistant  Professor  in  the  Department 
of  Botany.  Fred  C.  is  yet  a  student ;  and 
the  two  little  girls,  Grace  and  Norma,  are 
attending  the  Model  School. 

The  above  is  a  brief  record  of  a  man 
whose  busy  life  has  been  devoted  to  the 
benefit  of  his  race.  He  has  had  excellent 
health  generally;  and  feeling  yet  the  vigor 
of  early  manhood,  he  is  ambitious  to  go 
forward  with  unabated  energy  in  whatever 
path  duty  calls  him. 


|  ERRY  CASTEEL,  section  34,  Ben¬ 
nington  Township,  was  born  in 
Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary  9,  1830,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Dorcas  (Dickerson)  Casteel,  who  were 
natives  of  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania. 
When  he  was  about  seven  jmars  old  his 
mother  died,  after  which  he  went  to  live 
with  an  uncle,  but  after  his  father’s  second 
marriage  he  returned  home,  remaining 
there  till  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred 
in  Coshocton  County  in  1844,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years,  leaving  a  family  of  nine 
children,  who  were  taken  by  neighbors 
and  relatives.  Thomas  Casteel  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  enlisting  at  the  age  of  about 
sixteen  years,  going  instead  of  his  father. 
Perry  Casteel  received  but  a  limited  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  was  thrown  on  his 
own  resources  by  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
May  12,  1855,  and  the  following  June 

bought  land  from  the  Government,  re¬ 
maining  here  till  the  fall  of  1858,  when  he 
was  taken  sick  and  returned  to  Knox 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  married  there 
November  11,  1858,  to  Emeline  Harrod 
and  continued  to  reside  there  till  1861, 
when  he  returned  to  this  county  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  coming  by  team. 
Mr.  Casteel  commenced  life  for  himself 
with  no  capital  but  a  pair  of  willing  hands 
and  a  determination  to  succeed,  and  by  his 
energy  and  industry  he  has  accumulated  a 
competency  for  himself  and  family.  He 
has  a  good  house  and  barn  with  other  farm 
buildings,  and  an  excellent  farm  of  160 
acres,  which  is  well  adapted  to  stock-rais¬ 
ing.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casteel  have  a  family 
of  eight  children — Frank  W.,  born  August 
21,1859;  Cora  A.,  May  7,  1861 ;  Bertha  M., 
January  25,  1863  ;  Minnie  E.,  January  25, 
1865  ;  Kitty  E.,  May  22,  1867;  Thomas  L., 
October  15,  1869;  Walter  P.,  December  20, 
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1872,  and  Dora  B.,  March  19,  1874,  all  the 
children  born  in  this  county  but  the  two 
eldest.  In  politics  Mr.  Casteel  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  He  has  served  his  township  as 
assessor  one  term,  was  highway  commis¬ 
sioner  several  terms,  and  has  also  served  as 
township  trustee  and  school  director.  Mrs. 
Casteel’s  parents,  Levi  and  Dorcas  (Le- 
fever)  Harrod,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  reared  in  Ohio.  They  came  to 
this  county  in  1863,  and  lived  in  Fox  Town¬ 
ship  till  the  fall  of  1881,  when  the)r  moved 
to  Waterloo,  where  they  had  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  this  county.  Both  parents  died 
here,  the  father  October  22,  1884,  in  his 
eighty-first  year,  and  the  mother  March  17, 
1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy  four  years. 


Wffl?ILLIAM  HALLIDAY,  of  Water¬ 
loo,  was  born  in  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  September  7, 
1823,  his  parents,  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Clark)  Halliday,  being  na- 
t  *  tives  of  Ireland  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1816,  stopping  first  in  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  subsequently  came  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  married,  living  in  that  State 
till  his  death.  William  was  reared  to  ma¬ 
turity  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  his  youth 
received  a  limited  common-school  educa¬ 
tion.  He  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer.  He  was  married  in  1851  to  Miss 
L.  Howey,  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  of 
the  three  children  born  to  this  union  two 
are  living — Willie  J.  and  Charles  B.  A 
daughter  died  in  infancy.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  Mr.  Halliday  settled  on  a  farm  on 
which  he  resided  till  1862,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Waterloo,  living 
on  a  farm  about  one  mile  east  of  the  city 
for  four  years.  He  then  moved  to  Barclay 
Township,  where  he  bought  the  Pilot 
Grove  farm,  which  consists  of  403  acres, 


where  he  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  being  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  of  his  neighborhood.  In 
March,  1885,  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Waterloo,  where  he  purchased  a  house 
and  lot,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  some¬ 
what  retired.  He  also  bought  lands  in 
Nebraska,  which  he  still  owns. 


Jr 

■tiKsra^  EORGE  A.  REINHART,  section 
35,  Mount  Vernon  Township, 
was  born  in  Wittenburg,  Ger¬ 
many,  July  8,  1837,  a  son  °f  Caspar 
and  Anna  (Schenck)  Reinhart,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Wittenburg,  the 
father  born  December  16,  1800,  and  the 
mother  December  20,  1803.  George  A. 
commenced  his  education  in  Germany, 
completing  it  in  this  country,  coming  here 
with  his  father’s  family  at.  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  The  family  made  their  home  in 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  for  eight 
years,  when,  in  April,  i860,  the  parents 
came,  with  their  four  children,  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa.  The  family  first 
settled  on  section  1,  Mount  Vernon  Town¬ 
ship,  on  raw  prairie  land,  which  the  father 
converted  into  a  good  farm.  Both  father 
and  mother  died  in  this  township,  the  latter 
December  23,  1882,  her  husband  surviving 
till  September,  1885.  George  A.  com¬ 
menced  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  working  by  the  month  till  he  was 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then,  with 
his  father,  bought  a  piece  of  land,  his  inter¬ 
est  in  which,  about  three  years  later,  he 
sold  to  his  father.  He  then  bought  eighty 
acres  on  section  1,  this  township,  on  which 
he  resided  till  1875,  when  he  sold  this  land, 
buying  his  present,  farm  on  section  35, 
which  was  then  but  partially  improved. 
Mr.  Reinhart  is  a  practical  farmer,  and  has 
now  a  well-improved  farm  containing  160 
acres.  October  5,  1861,  Mr.  Reinhart  was 
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married  to  Harriet  Denney,  a  daughter  of 
Jasper  and  Eunice  (Austin)  Denney,  the 
father  living  in  Bremer  County,  aged  about 
seventy-two  years.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Reinhart  died  in  1880,  aged  about  sixty- 
five  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reinhart  have 
twelve  children — Jacob  F.,  born  July  18, 
1862;  Oscar,  born  May  6,  1864;  Eunice, 
born  November  15,  1865;  Anna  M.  and 
George  A.  (twins),  born  March  6,  1868; 
Hattie,  born  May  27,  1870;  Katie,  born 
February  15,  1872;  Rose,  born  July  9.  1875; 
Emma  J.,  born  December  5,  1877  5  Charles, 
born  September  4,  1879  J  Julia,  born  July  8, 
1881,  and  Susie,  born  November  9,  1885. 
In  politics  Mr.  Reinhart  affiliates  with  the 
Greenback  party.  He  has  served  as  town¬ 
ship  assessor  from  1880  till  1883  inclusive, 
and  has  been  township  trustee  about  twelve 
years,  serving  with  satisfaction  to  his  con¬ 
stituents. 


ALTER-  A*  BRYANT,  a  son  of 
Walter  A.  and  Lydia  T.  Bryant, 
is  a  native  of  Worcester  County, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
born  March  14,  1847.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  receiving  in  his  youth  good  educa¬ 
tional  advantages.  In  1864  he  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  was  there  employed  for  four  years 
as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  for  H.  F.  Eldred, 
a  wholesale  lumber  merchant  of  that  city. 
He  subsequently  spent  several  years  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Illinois  and  Nebraska, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1878  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  at  Cedar 
Falls,  when  he  became  treasurer  of  a  lum¬ 
ber  company  which  is  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  the  Bryant-Neely  Lumber 
Company,  and  is  still  holding  the  same  po¬ 
sition.  June  16,  1868,  Mr.  Bryant  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Cornelia  Thorn  Livingstone, 
daughter  of  Rensselaer  and  Rachel  Liv¬ 
ingstone,  residents  of  Crestline,  Ohio.  This 


union  has  been  blest  with  five  children — 
James  E.,  Walter  A.,  Le  Roy  W.,  Living¬ 
stone  and  Frank  N.  Mr.  Bryant  is  a  prom¬ 
inent  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Cedar 
Falls,  and  since  coming  here  has  held  sev¬ 
eral  offices  of  trust.  He  is  member  of  the 
City  Council,  and  on  the  public  school 
board,  and  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bryant  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 

^fi^ATHANIEL  C.  BRYANT,  de- 
ceased,  was  born  December  23, 
1824,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  a  son  of  Major  Cushing 
and  Arlita  Bryant,  New  England¬ 
ers  by  birth,  his  father  being  a  sold¬ 
ier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  ancestors  can 
be  traced  back  to  the  Puritans  who  came 
over  to  America  in  the  Mayflower.  His 
early  education  was  received  in  his  native 
State,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
entered  the  United  States  navy,  and  from 
183 8— *4 1  he  was  attached  to  the  sloop  Erie, 
West  India  squadron.  He  attended  the 
Naval  school  at  Philadelphia  in  1842-43, 
and  from  i843~’45  was  attached  to  the 
sloop  Plymouth,  Pacific  squadron,  being 
promoted  to  Passed  Midshipman  June  29, 
1843.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  was  with 
the  sloop  Dale,  Pacific  squadron,  and  Aug¬ 
ust  7,  1850,  was  commissioned  Lieutenant. 
He  was  with  the  brig  Bainbridge,  Bra¬ 
zil  squadron,  from  i850-’53  ;  with  the  re- 
ceiving-shipBoston,  in  1854;  with  the  steam 
frigate  San  Jacinto,  East  India  squadron, 
from  185  5—’ 5 8 ;  with  the  receiving  ship 
Boston,  from  1859-60,  and  with  the  steam 
sloop  Richmond,  in  1861,  and  Mississippi 
squadron  in  1862.  He  was  commissioned 
Captain  July  16,  1862,  which  position  he 
held  when  he  retired  from  active  duty  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1864.  During  the  late  civil  war 
he  participated  in  many  of  the  important 


1^11^4 

Wj 

Ik 

tty 

tttt 

Vtt 

k^k^ 

l^k^ 

vv 

mm 

^km* 

tttt 

k^^l 

tttt 

^k^4 

tttt 

Vtt 

i^kmi 

tttt 

tttt 

kmii^ 

k^l^ 

tttt 

km<l^ 

tttt 

V'A' 

w 

mm 

tttt 

tttt 

k^l^f 

tttt 

tttt 

k^»^i 

tttt 

i^k^i 

tttt 

kmik^S 

mm 

tttt 

k^i^ 


k^^ 

k^k^l 

'dm 

k^k^ 

k^^ 

w 

mm 

l^k w 

tttt 

tttt 

k^l^i 


mm 

^k^5 

tttt 

ma 

tttt 

mm 

W 

^kmi 

mm 

k^im3 

w 


vv 

vv 

vv 

vw 

vv 

k”  !>▼< 

vv 

vv 

iTjkTl 

vv 

k”  k”<l 

vv 

W 

kT»»T4 

k”k”« 

vv 

l^ik^il 

vv 

kT» 

k»Jk~4 

vv 

k”ik»i 

k~ik~j 

v» 

k”ik”j 

vv 

kTuri 

r*' 

k”k”4 

k»<k~J 

vv 

k^Jk^J 

vv 

k”j  »,▼< 

»» 

kTi  k»i 

k^iiTi 

kTlk~i 

ww 

iTikTi 
k*  k~4 

yy 

|Tik”4 

*41^4 

yy 

k’4  k*4 

kTjk^4 

yy 

k”j 

yy 

kT<  k” 

1^4  1^1 

yy 

yy 

k»4 1~4 
kT4k~4 

yy 

k”i  k~4 

1^  ” 


262 


HISTORY"  OF  BLACK  HAWK  CO  UNIT. 


LYIN  KNAPP  was  born  in  Liberty 
County,  Ohio,  January  18,  1825,  a 
^  son  of  Samuel  and  Tirzah  (McIn¬ 
tyre)  Knapp,  both  of  whom  died  at 
the  residence  of  our  subject.  His 
father  was  born  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York,  his  father  owning  the  springs. 
He  was  reared  there,  where  he  was  married 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  moved  to 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  in  1809,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Liberty  County,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  to  Miami  County,  Ohio, 
living  there  twenty-six  years,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  July,  1853.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  for  his 
services  received  a  land  warrant.  Alvin 
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engagements.  1  Ie  was  with  General  Grant 
at  Fort  Donelson,  and  in  co-operation  with 
land  forces  took  possession  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  He  was  a  brave  commander, 
and  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  at  the 
close  of  the  war  Mr.  Bryant  was  married 
September  10,  i860,  in  Charles  City,  Iowa, 
to  M  iss  Mary  E.  Southall,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Southall,  of  Lancashire,  Eng¬ 
land.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this  union 
— Percy,  born  April  19,  1862,  at  present  at¬ 
tending  a  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons, 
preparatory  to  entering  the  United  States 
navy  as  a  surgeon,  and  Walter,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  1,  1863,  attending  the  Iowa  State  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Iowa  City,  with  a  view  to  becom¬ 
ing  a  civil  engineer.  Soon  after  retiring 
from  the  navy  Mr.  Bryant  came  to  Cedar 
Falls,  having  invested  largely  in  Iowa 
lands.  He  died  in  this  city  September  19, 
1874.  He  was  a  kind  and  affectionate  hus¬ 
band  and  father,  and  was  universally  re¬ 
spected.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  widow  is  still 
a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls. 


Knapp  was  married  June  6,  1850,  to  Barbara 
Hartman,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  April 
16,  1829,  and  when  she  was  quite  young  her 
parents,  John  and  Catherine  Hartman,  came 
to  America,  first  locating  in  New  Lancaster, 
Ohio  In  a  few  years  the  family  removed 
to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Knapp 
was  married.  Mr.  Hartman  died  a  few 
days  after  Mrs.  Knapp’s  marriage.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Knapp  have  been  born  seven  chil¬ 
dren — Catherine  M.,  born  in  Henry  County, 
Ohio,  September  6,  1851,  married  George 
Kennison,  of  Waterloo,  this  county;  Alvin 
M.,  born  July  7,  1853,  married  Eva  Graves, 
and  is  living  in  Washington  Township; 
Mary  A.,  born  October  17,  1854,  now  Mrs. 
Rufus  Pontions,  of  Cherokee,  Iowa  ;  Ange- 
line,  born  in  Washington  Township,  June 
3,  1857,  died  in  April,  1858;  John  K.,  born 
February  24,  1859,  now  married  and  living 
in  Nebraska;  Amanda  Elizabeth,  born  Au¬ 
gust  12,  1861,  died  September  29,  1864,  and 
Emma  S.,  born  June  5,  1867.  Mr.  Knapp 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  since  1868, 
and  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
farm  is  located  on  sections  14  and  15,  and 
contains  120  acres,  most  of  which  is  timber 
land.  He  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  in 
July,  1853,  where  he  rented  a  house  and 
spent  the  winter  of  1853-54  in  that  city.  In 
the  spring  of  1854  he  purchased  100  acres, 
twenty  acres  being  timber  land,  which  land 
adjoined  his  present  farm,  where  he  resided 
till  1868.  He  then  sold  his  farm  and  bought 
the  120  acres  where  he  now  resides.  When 
he  purchased  it  but  eighty  acres  had  been 
fenced,  on  which  was  erected  a  log  house 
and  a  small  log  stable,  which  have  given 
place  to  a  substantial  frame  residence  and  a 
good  frame  barn,  and  his  farm  buildings  are 
all  in  good  condition,  and  his  land  is  under 
good  cultivation.  Mr.  Knapp  brought  with 
him  to  this  county  about  $2,000.  Dubuque 
at  that  time  was  the  chief  trading  point, 
and  there  Mr.  Knapp  would  go  for  his  sup¬ 
plies,  often  returning  with  goods  for  the 
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merchants  at  Cedar  Falls.  In  politics  Mr. 
Knapp  was  reared  a  Democrat,  but  is  now 
a  Republican,  having  cast  his  last  Demo¬ 
cratic  vote  for  S.  J.  Tilden.  He  has  served 
very  acceptably  as  township  supervisor 
for  three  terms.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  church. 
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AMUEL  OWENS,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  October  13,  1814, 
and  was  the  seventh  of  a  family  of  nine 
children  of  Hugh  and  Martha  (Hughs) 
Owens.  His  parents  were  early  settlers  of 
Westmoreland  County,  and  there  resided 
till  their  death.  Samuel  Owens  was  reared 
to  maturity  on  his  father’s  farm,  when  he 
went  to  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  married  February  6,  1844,  to 
Elizabeth  Townsend,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  six  children — Joseph  J.,  Mary  M.  (de¬ 
ceased),  Madison  T.,  Kate  C.,  Lee  M.  and 
Minnie.  Mr.  Owens  moved  with  his  family 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  October, 
1865.  He  had  come  to  Iowa  as  early  as 
1843  011  a  prospecting  tour  through  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Iowa  City,  and  again  returned 
in  1850,  when  he  entered  320  acres  of  land, 
and  in  1852  entered  640  acres.  On  com¬ 
ing  here  in  1865  he  settled  on  his  farm 
three  miles  east  of  Waterloo  which  he  im¬ 
proved,  and  there  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  till  November,  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  retired  from  active  life. 
He  still  owns  the  farm  near  Waterloo,  which 
consists  of  500  acres  of  choice  land.  In  the 
fall  of  1877  Mr.  Owens  was  elected  super¬ 
visor  of  District  No.  7,  which  office  he  still 
holds  by  re-election.  While  living  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  Pennsylvania,  he  served 
three  years  as  clerk  of  the  court.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  was  formerly  an  old-line  Whig,  but 
is  now  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 


EORGE  TUTHILL,  section  36, 
Washington  Township,  came  to 
this  county  in  March,  1856,  and 
with  him  brought  150,000  trees,  most 
of  which  were  apple  trees,  which  he 
had  bought  in  Waukegan,  Illinois.  He 
bought  his  present  farm  of  200  acres  soon 
after  his  arrival,  and  immediately  set  out 
his  trees,  which  he  sold  through  this  part 
of  Iowa  and  in  Minnesota.  He  carried  on  a 
general  nursery  business,  with  fair  success, 
till  1861,  growing  all  kinds  of  nursery  stock 
and  shrubbery.  In  May,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Third  Iowa  Infantry  to 
serve  three  years.  Mr.  Tuthill  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Davenport  in  July,  1864,  when 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  this  township. 
In  1865  Mr.  Tuthill  had  his  old  house  and 
his  new  one,  which  was  then  almost  com¬ 
pleted,  destroyed  by  fire.  He  saved  most 
of  his  household  goods,  but  lost  all  his  grain. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  he  built  his  present 
residence,  although  he  has  since  made  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  original  building.  Mr.  Tut¬ 
hill  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  9,  1833,  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Fanny  (Smith)  Tuthill,  both  of  whom 
died  at  Northville,  Cayuga  County,  New 
York.  The  father  was  born  and  reared  in 
Orange  Count\r,  New  York,  the  mother 
also  being  a  native  of  that  county,  living 
there  till  her  marriage.  Mr.  George  Tut¬ 
hill  was  married  November  23,  1857,  1° 
Christeena  Anderson,  a  daughter  of  Basil 
and  Margaret  (Stevens)  Anderson.  Her 
parents  were  born  near  Frazersborough, 
Scotland.  After  coming  to  America  they 
lived  in  Canada  three  years,  and  when  Mrs. 
Tuthill  was  about  two  years  of  age  her 
parents  came  to  Will  County,  Illinois, 
where  the  father  died.  The  mother  and 
her  eight  children  subsequently  removed 
to  Washington  Township,  this  county, 
where  she  still  makes  her  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tuthill  have  three  children — George 
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B.,  born  January  13,  1859,  married  Lucy 
Ford,  a  daughter  of  Niram  Ford,  also  an 
old  resident,  and  is  now  living  in  Kossuth 
County,  Iowa;  Edgar  F.,  born  August  4, 
i860,  living  with  his  brother  in  Kossuth 

1 1 

County,  and  Fred,  born  May  4,  1865,  living 
at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Tuthill  affiliates 
with  t he  Greenback  party,  lie  has  served 
three  years  as  county  supervisor.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public.  Mr.  Tuthill’s  mother  died  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1878,  in  her  seventy-sixth  year,  and 
his  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
October  12,  1879.  They  were  of  English 
descent.  In  the  year  1640  John  Tuthill 
came  from  the  county  of  Norfolk,  England, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Long 
Island. 

_3 - - i- 


SAAC  E.  BENTZ,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Bennington 
Township,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania,  September  3, 
1836.  The  greater  part  of  his  youth 
was  spent  on  a  farm  and  in  a  hotel,  his 
father  bein^  a  farmer  and  afterward  en- 
gaged  in  hotel  keeping.  He  received  a 
good  education,  completing  it  at  Shaeffers- 
town,  Lebanon  County,  Pennsjdvania, 
graduating  in  the  year  1856.  He  then 
taught  school  for  four  years  in  his  native 
State,  when  he  came  to  Naperville,  Du 
Page  County,  Illinois,  remaining  there  till 
April,  1861.  He  then  returned  to  his  home 
in  Lancaster  County,  and  enlisted  for  nine 
months  in  Company  A,  Twelfth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Infantry,  being  most  of  the  time  on 
detached  duty.  He  was  mustered  out  in 
the  spring  of  1862,  and  afterward  helped  to 
raise  a  company  of  cavalrymen.  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1862,  he  was  mustered  in  Company 
C,  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  partici¬ 
pating  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regi¬ 
ment.  August  11,  1864,  he  was  wounded 


near  Newtown,  Virginia,  having  two  fingers 
taken  off,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 
July  14,  1865,  he  was  discharged  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia  on  account  of  disability,  and  has 
never  fully  recovered  from  the  hardships 
he  endured  during  his  term  of  service. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  war  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Lancaster  County,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1865  came  back  to  Naperville,  Illinois, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  subsequently 
went  to  Hinckley,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  four  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Naperville, 
and  bought  a  large  lumber  yard  at  that 
place  which  he  operated  for  a  year,  when 
he  sold  his  business,  and  in  March,  1876, 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
settled  on  section  1,  Bennington  Township, 
on  the  place  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  just  sold  his  farm  and 
property,  and  intends  moving  to  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  children 
better  educational  advantages.  He  was 
married  in  Naperville,  November  16,  1865, 
to  Susan  K.  Kuter,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1843,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Kayler)  Kuter.  They  have  five  children 
— George  G.,  born  November  28,  1866; 
Ida  A.,  April  29,  1869;  Charles  K-,  August 
26,  1872;  Arthur  I.,  December  7,  1875,  and 
Susie  O.,  May  2,  1883,  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  the  four  eldest  children  being 
natives  of  De  Kalb  County,  Illinois.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Bentz  were  both  natives  of 
Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Kil¬ 
ter  moved  to  Illinois  in  1857  with  his  wife 
and  twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Bentz 
is  next  to  the  youngest.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  by  occupation.  He 
died  in  Pierce  Township,  De  Kalb  County, 
Illinois,  his  wife  dying  in  the  same  county. 
Mrs.  Bentz  lived  at  the  old  homestead  in 
her  native  State  till  eighteen  years  of  age. 
After  spending  a  year  at  the  educational 
institute  at  Plainfield,  Will  County,  Illinois, 
she  went  to  Naperville,  where  she  lived 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES . 
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till  her  marriage.  Mrs.  Bentz’s  maternal 
grandmother  while  fleeing  from  some  hos¬ 
tile  Indians,  became  exhausted  and  sat  down 
to  rest  with  her  baby  on  her  knee.  The 
Indians  stealing  up  behind  her  scalped  her, 
and  killed  the  baby,  by  knocking  its  head 
against  a  stump.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Mr. 
Bentz  was  elected  township  trustee  the  first 
year  he  came  to  this  county,  and  has  since 
filled  that  position.  He  has  served  two 
years  as  township  assessor,  and  was  census 
enumerator  during  1880.  He  has  held 
township  offices  since  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  is  highly  respected  in 
this  township,  and  his  removal  is  much  re¬ 
gretted  by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  In 
politics  Mr.  Bentz  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


HOMAS  LOONAN,  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  residing  on  section 
25,  Black  Hawk  Township,  was  born 
in  Kings  County,  Ireland,  April  4, 

*  1833,  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Loonan, 

both  of  whom  died  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Loonan 
immigrated  to  America  at  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen  years,  landing  at  New  York  City,  May 
15,  1852.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farm  labor  about  three  years.  He 
then  located  in  Winnebago  County,  Illinois, 
and  was  married  in  that  county  July  17, 
1858,  to  Miss  Catherine  Glenny.  She  was 
born  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  February  1, 
1839,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Maria  (Arm¬ 
strong)  Glenny.  Her  father  died  in  Ireland 
in  May,  1885,  aged  seventy  years,  and  her 
mother  still  lives  in  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Loonan  have  seven  children — Frank,  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Neiher,  and  resides  on  part  of 

his  father’s  farm;  James  was  married  Feb- 

24 


ruary  3,  1886,  to  Lizzie  Vaughn ;  Hubert 
and  Mae  Bell,  students  at  Tillford  Academy 
at  Vinton ;  Thomas  E.,  Harry  G.  and  Nel¬ 
lie  V.,  at  home.  Mr.  Noonan  continued  farm¬ 
ing  on  rented  land  in  Winnebago  County  till 
September,  1864,  when  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  owning  at  that  time  160  acres. 
He  was  very  successful  in  his  farming  pur¬ 
suits  and  rapidly  acquired  property,  and 
now  ranks  among  the  prosperous  farmers 
of  this  county.  He  now  owns  965  acres  of 
choice  land  in  one  body,  where  he  resides, 
and  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  another  part 
of  the  township.  In  the  early  years  of 
his  residence  here  he  raised  large  quantities 
of  grain,  but  at  present  is  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 
He  also  buys  largely,  fitting  the  stock  for 
market.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loonan  are  classed 
among  the  best  citizens  of  their  township, 
and  none  have  had  more  to  do  with  the 
development  and  building  up  of  this  county 
than  themselves.  In  politics  Mr.  Loonan 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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^UGUSTUS  S.  SMITH  was  born  in 
^  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  August 
24,  1814.  When  he  was  two  years 


old  his  parents,  Libeus  and  Betsy 
Smith,  moved  to  Bradford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  they  being  among  the 
first  settlers  of  that  county.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Bradford  County,  and  No¬ 
vember  10,  1841,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
M.  Baldwin.  She  was  born  January  18, 
1820,  in  Newtown,  Fairfield  County,  Con¬ 
necticut,  a  daughter  of  Philo  and  Hannah 
A.  Baldwin,  who  were  also  early  settlers  of 
Bradford  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  been  born  four  children — Robert  S., 
Sarah  A.,  Edward  P.  and  Ella  S.  In  1856 
Mr.  Smith  removed  with  his  family  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Cedar 
Falls,  where  he  has  since  lived,  and  for  years 
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H/STOKY  OF  liLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


operated  a  saw-mill.  I  le  was  also  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  short  time 
in  Floyd  County,  Iowa.  Of  late  years  lie 
lias  devoted  his  attention  to  real  estate 
business.  I  le  at  one  time  owned  a  fine 
farm  of  240  acres,  about  two  miles  south  of 
Cedar  Falls.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Smith  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
1  le  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Cedar 
Falls,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  highly  respected, 
lie  has  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Cedar 
Falls,  and  has  also  served  as  councilman. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order. 


M.  TOBIAS,  general  merchant, 
was  born  in  Schuylkill  County, 
Pennsylvania,  June  20,  1861,  a  son 
of  John  W.  and  Margaret  (Markel) 
Tobias.  His  father  wsa  a  farmer  and 
carpenter  by  occupation.  He  died 
when  our  subject  was  six  weeks  old,  aged 
thirty-nine  years.  D.  M.  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  but  a  limited  education 
in  the  common  branches.  He  was  married 
June  12,  1881,  to  Barbara  Klinger,  daughter 
of  David  S.  and  Barbara  (Wiest)  Klinger, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  of  French  and  the  mother  of  Ger¬ 
man  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobias  have 
had  four  children — Cora  E.,  Emma  J.,  Min¬ 
nie  I.,  and  an  infant,  deceased.  Mr.  Tobias 
left  his  native  State  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  in  1878,  and  wefotto  Berrien  Springs, 
Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  one  summer,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  he 
went  to  Forreston,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  for  a  year.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  his  old  home  in  Schuylkill  County, 
Pennsylvania,  remaining  there  till  March 
22,  1882,  when  he  went  to  New  Ulm,  Min¬ 
nesota,  where  he  worked  as  a  laborer  some 
five  months,  and  in  August,  1882,  he  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  After  being 
with  Mr.  Shade  two  months  he  was  vari¬ 
ously  employed  till  February,  1884,  when 


lie  began  clerking  for  Mr.  Daniels.  In  the 
following  June  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Daniels,  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year  he  bought  the  interest  of  his 
partner,  Mr.  Daniels  going  to  Denver, 
Iowa,  since  which  time  Mr.  Tobias  has  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  alone.  Mr.  Tobias  is 
the  present  postmaster  of  Gresham,  Black 
Hawk  County,  successor  to  I.  E.  Bentz,  A. 
W.  Daniels  being  the  first  postmaster  at 
that  place.  In  politics  Mr.  Tobias  votes 
independent  of  parties.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Reformed  Lutheran  church.  Mrs.  To¬ 
bias,  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living  in 
Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania,  at  the 
homestead  farm,  being  now  about  sixty-five 
years  of  age. 


3000£ 


IDWARD  TOWNSEND,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Townsend 
&  Merrill,  of  Cedar  Falls,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
i  November  28,  1831,  a  son  of  Elijah 
and  Rosannah  Townsend,  his  father  be¬ 
ing  of  English  descent.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  State,  receiving  his 
early  education  in  a  district  school,  and 
later  taking  an  academical  course.  In  1859 
he  became  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  when  he  located  at  Water¬ 
loo.  In  1861  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  and 
soon  after  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
with  J.  T. -Knapp,  with  whom  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  for  many  years  under  the  firm  name 
of  Townsend  &  Knapp.  During  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war.  He 
became  a  member  of  Company  B,  Thirty- 
first  Iowa  Infantry,  at  the  time  of  its  for¬ 
mation,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
company  was  commissioned  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  later  was  promoted  to  First 
Lieutenant.  He  served  with  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
was  on  duty  principally  in  the  vicinity  of 
Vicksburg.  He  served  until  June,  1863, 
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when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Cedar 
Falls,  and  was  connected  with  the  bank  till 
1876,  when  he  retired  from  the  firm.  He 
was  then  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
with  G.  N.  Miner,  and  in  1879  he  formed 
his  present  partnership  with  A.  Merrill, 
having  bought  out  the  interest  of  T.  B. 
Carpenter,  and  together  they  have  since 
carried  on  successfully  their  present  lumber 
business.  Mr.  Townsend  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Seward, 
and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living — Catherine  and 
Mary.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Sarah  Huntington,  of  Oswego  County, 
New  York,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  child 
— Edward.  In  politics  Mr.  Townsend  affil¬ 
iates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  James  Brownell 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Cedar  Falls. 


W.  EDGINGTON,  Sheriff  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  was  born 
in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1840,  the  second  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Taylor)  Edg- 
ington,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  respectively.  The  grandfather, 
John  Edgington,  came  from  Virginia,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Eastern 
Ohio.  In  1846  W.  W.,  our  subject,  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  they  locating  in 
Linn  County,  where  he  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  common-school 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  B,  Twenty-Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Champion  Hills,  Port  Gibson, 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  Jackson  campaign. 
He  was  then  transferred  to  General  Banks’s 
command  and  was  with  him  in  the  Red 
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River  expedition,  after  which  his  regiment 
was  sent  with  several  others  to  General 
Sheridari,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He 
was  then  sent  to  General  Sherman,  and  was 
with  him  at  the  surrender  of  General  Joe 
Johnston,  after  which  he  did  garrison  duty 
at  Savannah,  Georgia.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  August,  1865,  when  he  returned  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  the  same 
year  began  dealing  in  grain  and  agricult¬ 
ural  implements  which  he  followed  till 
1878.  He  was  then  appointed  to  the  office 
of  deputy  sheriff  under  George  W.  Hayz- 
lett,  and  in  1883  was  elected  sheriff,  assum¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  his  present  office  in 
January,  1884.  Mr.  Edgington  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1865  to  Sylvia  A.  Rathbun,  a  native 
of  Cedar  County,  Iowa.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  daughter — Laura. 


1|ENRY  JOHNSON,  druggist,  of 
^  Cedar  Falls,  is  a  native  of  Den- 


mark,  where  he  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1837.  He  was  reared  and  ed¬ 
ucated  in  his  native  country,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  began  clerk¬ 
ing  in  a  grocery  store,  which  he  followed 
many  years.  In  the  year  1863  he  immigrated 
to  America,  coming  at  once  to  Chicago, 
and  in  1864  enlisted  from  that  city  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Nashville, 
Franklin,  and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and 
other  engagements  of  minor  importance. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  service  in 
1866  he  returned  to  Chicago,  and  for  some 
time  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  He  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  in  1870,  locating  at  Cedar  Falls  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  for 
one  year,  and  in  connection  with  his  gro¬ 
cery  carried  on  a  farm.  He  established  his 
present  drug  store  in  1878,  which  is  well 
patronized,  being  one  of  the  best  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  and  a  credit  to  Cedar  Falls. 
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For  his  wife  lie  married  Miss  Louisa  Fran- 
sen,  by  whom  he  lias  had  seven  children, 
four  now  living — Nettie,  Harrie,  Joshua 
and  Louis.  „Mr.  Johnson  has  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  throughlife,  and  besides  his  drug  store, 
is  the  owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  con¬ 
taining  200  acres  in  Cedar  Falls  Township, 
lie  takes  an  active  interest  in  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  education,  and  is  at  present  serv¬ 
ing  as  president  of  the  school  board.  Po¬ 
litically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  following 
organizations:  Danish  Brotherhood,  Iowa 

o 

Leerion  of  Honor,  and  Ancient  Order  of 

O 

United  Workmen. 


•'x/W- 


VVw 


HOMAS  TODD,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  21,  East  Waterloo 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  England,  where  he  was  born 
November  18,  1830.  The  early  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  principally  on  a 
farm  in  his  native  country,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  till  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  then  came  to  America,  landing  in  New 
York  with  but  50  cents  in  his  pocket,  and 
from  this  small  beginning  he  has  become 
one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  his  town¬ 
ship,  his  untiring  efforts  being  crowned  with 
success.  He  first  located  in  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  where  he  remained  till 
1855.  He  then  moved  to  La  Salle  County, 
Illinois,  locating  near  Ottawa,  where  he  was 
married  in  1859  to  Miss  Sarah  P.  Hosford, 
of  Ottawa.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
two  daughters — Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Turner,  a  resident  of  this  township,  and 
Mary  S.,  a  teacher,  at  present  keeping  house 
for  her  father,  Mrs.  Todd  having  died  Octo¬ 
ber  20,  1885.  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Todd  removed  to  Livingston  County, 
Illinois,  where  he  remained  till  June,  1865. 
He  then  removed  with  his  family  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  on  his  present 


farm,  which  at  that  time  contained  eighty 
acres  of  raw  prairie  land.  His  land  is  now 
well  improved,  and  in  connection  with  his 
general  farming  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  raising  stock,  principally  cattle  and  hogs. 
Mr.  Todd  has  served  his  township  as  road 
supervisor.  He  was  also  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  township  assessor,  but  did  not 
serve. 


EORGE  LELAND,  a  prominent 
ft  and  successful  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 


ship,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county,  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  July  16,  1836,  the  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  Ambros  and  Elizabeth  (Kapp) 
Leland.  In  1837  Ms  parents  moved  to  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Massachusetts,  where  they 
lived  five  years,  and  from  there  they  moved 
to  Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated,  remaining  there 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then,  in 
1855,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  they  locating  in  East 
Waterloo  Township  where  the  father  died 
about  1864.  The  mother  yet  survives,  and 
of  the  nine  children  born  to  her  five  are 
yet  living.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  to  that  occupation  George 
Leland  has  also  devoted  his  life.  In  1862 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Floretta  E.  Clark, 
daughter  of  L.  Clark,  and  a  lady  of  excel¬ 
lent  qualities.  They  have  two  children — 
Wilson  C.  and  Cora  F.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Leland  settled  on  his  present  farm,  be¬ 
ing  part  of  the  old  homestead  of  his  father. 
He  now  has  375  acres  of  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  fine  substan¬ 
tial  residence,  and  his  barn  is  well  arranged 
in  its  various  apartments.  His  sheds  for  the 
protection  of  his  young  stock  are  very 
commodious.  In  short,  it  is  a  model  farm 
and  the  owner  is  a  model  farmer.  As  a 
stock  -raiser  Mr.  Leland  stands  unrivaled 
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in  his  neighborhood.  He  has  few  equals 
in  the  raising  of  hogs,  and  his  cattle,  which 
are  of  the  Durham  grade,  are  unsurpassed 
for  beauty  and  quality  in  this  township. 
In  connection  with  his  general  farming  he 
has  lately  turned  his  attention  to  dairying, 
and  is  now  milking  about  twenty-five 
cows.  For  many  years  Mr.  Leland  has 
served  very  acceptably  as  Township  Trus¬ 
tee. 

- °-£3r--K>— ■ <S§§3>—“ — 

^WANIEL  G.  ELLIS,  President  of 
JMC  the  Old  Settlers’  Association,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Black 
jytk  Hawk  County,  and  is  one  who  has 
contributed  largely  to  its  material 
interests.  Mr.  Ellis  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Ohio,  February  28,  1826,  son  of 
Reuben  and  Abigail  (Lindly)  Ellis.  His 
father  had  been  twice  married,  Daniel  C. 
being  the  eldest  son  of  the  second  marriage. 
His  father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
his  youth  was  passed  on  a  farm  and  attend¬ 
ing-  the  common  schools.  When  he  was 
ten  years  old  his  mother  died,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  he  began  the  battle  of 
life  on  his  own  account,  remaining  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County  till  reaching  maturity.  In 
1847  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Hampton,  a  native  of  Ohio.  In  1850 
Mr.  Ellis  removed  with  his  family  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  not  having  any 
money  at  that  time,  he  squatted  on  a  piece 
of  land  about  ten  miles  east  of  the  present 
site  of  Waterloo.  He  was  appointed  post¬ 
master  of  that  place,  which  was  called  Elza, 
receiving  his  commission  from  President 
Pierce.  There  being  no  protection  to  set¬ 
tlers  his  land  was  entered  from  under  him, 
after  which  he  located  at  a  point  then  called 
Elk  Run,  some  four  miles  east  of  Waterloo, 
where  he  entered  200  acres  of  land,  160 
acres  being  prairie  and  forty  timber.  He 
settled  on  his  160  acres,  which  he  began  to 
improve,  and  here  he  endured  all  the  hard¬ 


ships  and  privations  incident  to  the  life  of 
a  pioneer.  In  1857  he  sold  his  farm  and 
removed  to  Kansas,  returning  to  this  county 
the  following  year,  and  lived  on  the  same 
farm  until  1867.  He  then  located  at  Ray¬ 
mond,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  about  a  year.  After  disposing  of 
his  business  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
on  section  4,  East  Waterloo  Township, 
known  as  the  Nelson  Fancher  farm.  Mr. 
Ellis  commenced  life  in  this  county  on  a  very 
small  capital,  having  but  $30  in  money,  but 
by  industry,  frugality  and  good  manage¬ 
ment  he  has  met  with  excellent  success,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  his  valuable  farm,  which 
contains  600  acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  His  neat  residence  is  comfort¬ 
ably  furnished,  and  his  barn  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county,  being  well  arranged  and 
complete  in  every  detail.  The  farm  is  well 
stocked  with  some  very  fine  animals,  his 
cattle  being  the  thoroughbred  short  horns? 
and  as  a  breeder  and  raiser  of  horses  and 
hogs  Mr.  Ellis  has  made  a  success.  Mr. 
Ellis  served  in  the  late  war  in  Company  C, 
Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry,  taking  part  in  the 
celebrated  chase  of  A.  J.  Smith  through 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  was  mustered 
out  in  May,  1865.  He  has  served  his  town¬ 
ship  as  treasurer,  and  has  also  served  as 
township  trustee,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  was  elected  as  president 
of  the  Old  Settlers’  Association  in  1885. 
During  his  residence  at  Elk  Run  he  kept 
the  postoffice  and  stage  station,  being  on 
the  regular  line  between  Dubuque  and 


Fort  Dodge. 


ADISON  T.  OWENS,  attorney 
at  law,  Waterloo,  was  born  in 
Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl- 
_  vania,  April  13,  1852.  He  received 
**  his  primary  education  in  his  native 
county , and  after  coming  with  his  parents, 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Owens,  to  Iowa,  he  at- 
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tended  the  schools  at  Waterloo,  completing 
his  education  at  the  State  University  at 
Iowa  City,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1878,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  before  the  Supreme 
and  Federal  courts  of  Iowa  the  same  year, 
and  in  October,  187S,  began  the  practice  of 
law,  which  he  has  since  followed  at  Water¬ 
loo.  lie  is  at  present  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  being  elected  such  in 
the  spring  of  1884.  He  had  previously 
served  one  term  as  city  clerk,  and  since 
January,  1882,  he  has  held  the  office  of 
county  attorney.  Mr.  Owens  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  worship¬ 
ful  master  of  Waterloo  Lodge,  No.  105. 
He  is  also  Aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the 
Governor  of  Iowa,  with  the  rank  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel. 
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H  IS  Tom'  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


AMUEL  H.  ROWND,  a  pioneer 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  Mercer 


County,  Pennsylvania,  June  3,  1808, 
a  son  of  James  M.  and  Martha 
Rownd.  His  maternal  ancestors 
settled  in  Maryland  prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  He  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Barnesville,  Ohio,  in  1809,  then  a  wilder¬ 
ness,  the  town  being  designated  by  three 
log  cabins.  Here  he  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  with  his  father 
till  his  marriage.  He  was  married  on  his 
twentieth  birthday,  June  3,  1828,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Philpot.  Shortly  before  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Sum- 
merfield,  Ohio,  about  twenty  miles  from  his 
former  home,  the  country  at  that  time  be¬ 
ing  heavily  timbered,  rough  and  hilly. 
Here  he  cleared  a  space  and  built  a  com¬ 
fortable  log  house,  in  which  his  entire  fam¬ 
ily  of  nine  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
are  yet  living — James  M.,  William  H.,  Sam¬ 
uel  H.,  Charles  A.  and  Sarah  E.  Mr. 
Rownd  continued  working  at  his  trade, 


digging  the  vats,  and  performing  part 
of  the  labor  with  his  own  hands,  hiring  as 
little  as  possible  in  order  to  reduce  a  debt 
of  $300  which  he  owed.  He  would  fre¬ 
quently  say  “  that  seemed  like  the  heaviest 
burden  of  his  life,”  notwithstanding  it  was 
paid  in  one  year.  He  built  a  shop  of  hewed 
logs,  in  which  the  first  sermon  in  Summer- 
field  was  preached,  the  congregation  mak¬ 
ing  themselves  as  comfortable  as  possible 
by  seating  themselves  on  the  floor  which 
had  been  covered  with  deer  skins.  He 
erected  other  buildings,  and  for  a  time  car¬ 
ried  on  a  harness,  saddle  and  shoe  shop,  and 
grocery  store.  While  living  there  he  also 
helped  to  build  two  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches  and  a  temperance  hall,  besides 
giving  to  ever)^  other  worthy  charitable 
purpose.  Though  his  preference  was  given 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  yet 
other  religious  denominations  were  not  for¬ 
gotten,  at  one  time,  in  a  contested  will  case, 
carrying  on  a  lawsuit  for  fifteen  years,  se¬ 
curing  to  the  Presbyterian  church  a  large 
estate.  Hardly  had  he  become  comfort¬ 
ably  settled  in  Ohio  when  he  began  to  feel 
anxious  about  securing  homes  where  his 
family  could  in  the  future  be  together. 
For  this  purpose  he  and  George  Philpot,  a 
brother-in-law,  started  west  in  a  one-horse 
buggy  in  1850,  looking  through  parts  of 
Illinois,  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  They  vis¬ 
ited  the  place  where  Minneapolis  is  now 
situated,  foresaw  the  prospect,  but  could 
make  no  purchase,  the  land  being  held  in 
reserve  by  the  Government.  He  visited 
what  is  now  Cedar  Falls  when  there  were 
but  two  log  cabins  and  three  families  in 
the  place.  He  returned  the  following 
year  and  selected  land,  and  continued  to 
make  yearly  and  semi-yearly  visits  until 
his  removal  here  in  April,  1859,  making  col¬ 
lections  in  the  East  and  purchases  in  the 
West  until  he  had  acquired  nearly  4,000 
acres  of  land.  To  have  enclosed  his  land, 
which  at  one  time  was  in  a  body  south  and 
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southeast  of  Cedar  Falls,  would  have  taken 
eleven  miles  of  fence,  though  his  largest 
purchases  were  west  and  northwest  of  the 
town.  He  resided  in  Cedar  Falls  three 
years  when  he  removed  to  his  farm,  ad¬ 
joining  the  city  on  the  south,  residing 
there  till  his  death,  living  to  see  one 
of  his  dearest  wishes  realized,  that  of  his 
children  being  comfortably  settled  around 
him.  Mr.  Rownd  was  a  stern  opposer  of 
slavery,  and  while  residing  in  Ohio  near 
the  underground  railroad,  assisted  many  a 
negro  from  bondage  to  freedom  by  hurry¬ 
ing  them  through  to  Canada,  or  when  too 
closely  pursued,  by  secreting  them  till  a 
favorable  opportunity  offered,  his  time  and 
horses  being  at  their  disposal.  He  strongly 
opposed  lawsuits,  always  preferring  arbi¬ 
tration  when  possible.  To  illustrate  :  Two 
citizens  claimed  the  same  animal,  and  a  law¬ 
suit  was  about  to  be  the  result  when  the  case 
was  referred  to  Mr.  Rownd  for  arbitration. 
After  finding  out  the  actual  worth  of  the 
animal  Mr.  Rownd  pulled  out  his  pocket- 
book,  handing  to  each  of  the  disputants  half 
the  value,  retaining  the  animal  himself, 
disposing  of  the  matter  to  the  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  Since  his  residence  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  his  name  has 
been  connected  with  almost  every  benevo¬ 
lent  cause,  giving  liberally  of  his  means, 
and  usually  without  solicitation,  at  all  times 
unassuming  and  avoiding  publicity.  He 
contributed  several  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  construction  of  the  Iowa  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  now  part  of  the  Diagonal  Railroad, 
of  which  for  a  time  he  was  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  also  contributed  largely  to  the 
erection  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Cedar  Falls.  He  bequeathed  thousands 
of  dollars  to  the  Missionary  cause,  Church 
Extension  and  Freedmen’s  Aid.  He  was 
an  efficient  member  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors,  and  for  many  years  served  as  school 
director.  As  a  man  his  frame  was  fully 
developed  and  well  adapted  to  his  great 


intellect.  His  idiosyncrasies  were  such  as 
to  commend  him  to  the  unwavering  con¬ 
fidence  and  high  esteem  of  thoughtful  busi¬ 
ness  men.  The  dishonest  and  designing 
found  it  an  impossibility  to  swerve  him 
from  what  he  considered  just  and  equita¬ 
ble.  Temperance,  economy,  uncompromis¬ 
ing  honor  and  stern  integrity  characterized 
his  daily  walks.  As  a  husband  and  father 
he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and  as  a  citi¬ 
zen  patriotic,  always  actuated  by  generous 
and  laudable  ambition.  His  liberal  con¬ 
tributions  for  the  public  weal  and  also  those 
for  more  private  charitable  purposes  clearly 
bespeak  a  noble  man.  In  politics  he  thought 
and  acted  on  his  own  convictions,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  prior  to  his  death  he 
strongly  adhered  to  the  Republican  party. 
Above  all,  he  was  an  earnest  Christian, 
and  for  many  years  was  an  exemplary  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
His  favorite  field  of  labor  was  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  during  his  long  and  efficient 
service  as  superintendent  he  accomplished 
a  work  which,  in  its  salutary  results,  will  be 
more  fully  realized  in  years  to  come.  For 
years,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he 
suffered  greatly  from  various  internal  dis¬ 
orders,  and  about  two  years  before  his 
death,  his  case  was  pronounced  hopeless  by 
his  physicians,  but  he  again  recovered. 
However,  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  death 
his  disease  grew  alarming,  causing  him  in¬ 
tense  suffering  until  the  day  previous,  when 
he  became  more  easy  and  quietly  passed 
away  on  the  morning  of  February  27,  1880. 
His  sufferings,  although  severe  and  pro¬ 
tracted,  were  endured  in  the  spirit  of  Chris¬ 
tian  meekness  and  patience.  No  murmurs 
escaped  his  lips,  no  doubt  occupied  his 
mind,  and  when  the  final  hour  arrived 
death  found  him  ready.  His  triumph  was 
complete,  and  he  “  now  rests  from  his  labors 
and  his  works  do  follow  him.”  Owing  to 
his  long  residence  here  and  prominent  con¬ 
nection  with  the  growth  of  Cedar  Falls  and 
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V,  tne  community 
at  large  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  his  useful  and  well-spent  life.  The 
longevity  of  his  family  is  somewhat  re¬ 
markable.  1 1  is  father  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty  and  his  mother  till  seventy-six  years, 
and  of  their  family  of  eight  children  he 
was  the  first  to  die,  the  youngest  then  be¬ 
ing  sixty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Rownd  left 
a  large  estate  which  he  disposed  of  by  will, 
and  was  one  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  in 
Black  1  lawk  County.  Mrs.  Rownd,  widow 
of  our  subiect,  was  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Ruth  Philpot.  She  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  living  in  that  State  till  after  her  mar¬ 
riage.  She  is  now  residing  with  her  fam¬ 
ily  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  Below 
we  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  lives  of  the 
three  sons  who  are  residents  of  Cedar  Falls 
Township.  William  H.  Rownd  was  born 
in  Ohio,  December  3,  1836,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  left  his  native  State 
^  in  company  with  his  brother,  James  M., 
coming  to  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  large  tracts  of  land  purchased 
by  his  father,  and  has  since  resided  here, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine,  well-im¬ 
proved  stock  farm  near  Cedar  Falls,  his 
residence  being  in  that  city.  For  his  wife 
he  married  Miss  Ann  Osborn,  of  Noble 
County,  Ohio,  and  has  one  daughter — Rosa 
B.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church.  Samuel  H.  Rownd  is  also  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  October  17, 1841,  com¬ 
ing  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1859, 
with  other  members  of  the  family.  In 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Thirty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  as  a  private, 
participating  in  the  engagements  at  Haines’ 
Bluff,  Arkansas  Post  and  numerous  others 
of  minor  importance.  During  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  he  was  taken  sick,  and  for  about 
three  months  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
at  Vicksburg.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  in  September,  1864.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  McClin- 
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children  have  been  born  to  them — Lena, 
Lyda  and  Katie.  He  owns  an  excellent 
farm  south  of  Cedar  Falls  where  he  resides. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Charles  A.  Rownd  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  county  since  1859, 
coming  here  with  his  parents  in  that  year, 
from  Ohio,  in  which  State  he  was  born 
March  28,  1844.  He  married  Miss  Ella 
Cotton,  of  Illinois,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
she  being  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Cotton.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union — Edith  and  Fred.  He  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  south  of  Cedar  Falls, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  stock  farm. 
He  is  at  present  serving  as  trustee  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls  Township.  These  three  brothers 
are  staunch  advocates  of  prohibition. 


j^RANK  NEELY,  manager  of  the 
Neely-Bryant  Lumber  Company, 
dealers  in  coal  and  lumber,  was 


born  in  Belvidere,  Boone  County, 
Illinois,  June  1,  1844,  being  the  fourth 
of  a  family  of  six  children  of  Alex, 
and  Jane  C.  (Chamberlain)  Neely.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Belvi¬ 
dere,  Illinois,  where  they  resided  many 
years.  They  are  now  residents  of  Cedar 
Falls,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  Frank 
Neely  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  at¬ 
tended  the  Chicago  University.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  he  became  a 
member  of  Battery  I,  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  and  served  in  the  ordnance  de¬ 
partment.  He  was  mustered  out  in  1865, 
having  been  in  the  service  about  four  years. 
He  then  located  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and 
in  1867  came  to  Waterloo,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  imple¬ 
ments  until  1875,  since  which  time  he  has 
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been  actively  engaged  in  the  coal  and  lum¬ 
ber  business,  his  yards  being  on  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  and  the 
Wisconsin,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Railroads, 
thus  affording  the  best  of  shipping  facilities. 
Mr.  Neely  was  married  in  1871  to  Mary  E. 
Sessions,  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  Mr.  Neely  has  been  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  about  eight  years.  He 
has  served  three  years  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  in  November,  1885,  he 
was  re-elected  to  serve  another  term  of 
three  years.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Peo¬ 
ples’  Mutual  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  having  held  that  office  since  its  organ¬ 
ization  in  1879.  hie  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  1879  held  the 
office  of  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  State. 
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44 
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[DAM  DILGER,  one  of  the 

inent  and  influential  citizens  of 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born  in 
Germany,  February  13,  1835,  his 
parents,  John  G.  and  Anna  (Erhart) 
Dilger,  being  also  natives  of  that 
country.  He  remained  in  his  native  country 
till  nineteen  years  of  age  when,  money  being 
sent  him  to  pay  his  passage,  he  emigrated 
to  America,  and  after  spending  two  months 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  located  in  Will  County, 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  about  ten  years. 
He  was  married  in  Will  County,  in  i860,  to 
Sarah  Brown,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
six  children— Hiram  F.,  Mary,  Emma,  Cora, 
Hattie  and  Sarah.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of 
A.  W.  Steeley,  and  has  two  children.  Mr. 
Dilger  removed  with  his  family  from  Will 
County  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Eagle  Township,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  170  acres.  His  wife  died  in  that 
township  in  1876,  and  in  1877  he  was  again 

married,  taking  for  his  second  wife  Mary 

35 


Gardner.  By  this  marriage  he  has  three 
children — Lillie  E.,  Martin  F.  and  Rudolph. 
Mr.  Dilger  added  to  his  original  purchase 
in  Eagle  Township  till  he  owned  305  acres, 
on  which  he  resided  till  1882,  when  he  sold 
eighty-five  acres  of  his  land  and  removed 
to  Waterloo  Township,  where  he  has  since 
followed  farming  on  section  35.  His  son 
Hiram  lives  in  Eagle  Township  on  the  old 
farm  residence.  Mr.  Dilger  commenced 
life  in  America,  a  poor  German  boy,  but  by 
industry  and  frugality  and  untiring  perse¬ 
verance  he  has  accumulated  a  good  property 
and  a  comfortable  home,  where  he  and  his 
family  are  surrounded  by  all  that  makes 
life  a  pleasure. 

-3 - - j- 

RAHAM  J.  STEARNS,  one  of  the 
active  and  enterprising  young 
farmers  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  born  at  Cedar  Falls,  August 
6,  1857,  the  eldest  son  of  Esleeck  and 
Mary  (Munger)  Stearns,  residents  of  Water¬ 
loo.  His  parents  came  to  this  county  from 
New  York  State  in  1856,  and  when  he  was 
six  months  old  they  removed  to  the  farm 
where  he  was  reared  till  his  sixteenth  year, 
since  which  they  have  made  their  home  in 
Waterloo.  Graham  J.  received  a  common 
school  education,  which  he  completed  in 
the  schools  at  Waterloo.  On  arriving  at 
maturity  he  entered  the  machine  shops  of 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  and 
later  was  employed  as  fireman  on  an  engine, 
during  which  time  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Messinger,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  E.  J.  and  Catherine  Messinger,  of  Water¬ 
loo.  In  March,  1880,  shortly  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  Mr.  Stearns  settled  on  his  present 
farm  on  section  17,  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  which  was  one  of  the  first  places  im¬ 
proved  in  the  neighborhood.  His  farm 
contains  140  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  with  good  farm  buildings. 
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Together  with  his  general  farming  Mr. 

o  o  O 

Stearns  is  engaged  in  raising  stock,  making 
a  specialty  of  Norman  and  Bashaw  horses, 
of  which  he  has  at  present  sixteen  fine 
specimens.  He  also  carries  on  a  dairy, 
having  about  fourteen  cows.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stearns  have  one 
Katie  E. 


daughter  named 
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/i)STO/n~  OF  IiLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


*™^,?ESLEY  MEARS  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  Novem- 
ber,  1854,  and  first  settled  in 
nr  w  "aterloo,  where  he  lived  till  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  the  farm  on 
section  13,  this  township,  which  is 
still  owned  by  his  family,  his  farm  contain¬ 
ing  sixty  acres  of  good  land.  Mr.  Mears 
was  born  September  5,  1838,  a  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Sarah  (Newell)  Mears,  the  father 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  August  25,  1799,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
born  March  3,  1804.  William  Mears  was 
reared  in  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky, 
where  his  parents  settled  when  he  was  quite 
young.  He  began  learning  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  of  his  brother  Samuel,  but  not  liking 
the  trade  he  abandoned  it  and  went  to 
Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  he  bound  him¬ 
self  out  to  a  hatter  till  he  was  twenty-one, 
but  did  not  serve  his  entire  apprenticeship. 
He  subsequently  engaged  in  farming, 
remaining  in  Brown  County  till  1830,  when 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Warren  Coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana,  and  there  entered  eighty  acres 
of  Government  land,  where  he  lived  several 
years,  coming  to  Waterloo,  this  county,  in 
1854,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  where 
the  Illinois  Central  depot  now  stands. 
William  Mears  built  a  saw-mill  above  the 
Union  Mills,  which  he  afterward  converted 
into  a  grist-mill,  where  he  carried  on  a 
profitable  trade.  After  selling  his  mill  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1867  he  ex¬ 
changed  his  farm  in  Waterloo  for  his  place 
in  this  township,  occupied  by  his  family. 


He  was  married  March  11,  1819,  to  Sarah 
Newell,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Hall)  Newell,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children  —  Ephraim,  Mahala, 
Caroline,  Wesley  (our  subject),  R.  Allen, 
living,  and  William,  George,  Eveline,  Mi¬ 
randa  and  Cary,  deceased.  William  and 
George  served  in  the  late  war,  the  former 
dying  in  hospital  while  returning  from  the 
army.  George  died  in  1873.  Both  father 
and  mother  were  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  church.  The  father  served 
as  supervisor  while  living  in  Waterloo. 
Wesley  Mears,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  married  July  7,  1867,  to  Mary 
Collins,  a  native  of  Portsmouth,  England, 
born  in  February,  1846,  and  to  this  union 
has  been  born  one  child — Ella  Gertrude, 
born  April  8,  1872.  Mrs.  Mears  lost  her 
father  at  the  age  of  six  months,  and  her 
mother  married  again.  She  was  reared 
from  infancy  by  a  maternal  uncle,  with 
whom  she  came  to  New  York  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  living  there  till  she  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  married  in 
Waterloo. 


ILLIAM  W.  HUTTON,  farmer, 
section  18,  Bennington  Town¬ 
ship,  came  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  pre-empted  eighty  acres, 
and  for  another  eighty  acres  paid  $500. 
His  land  was  wild  prairie  at  that  time,  but 
now  his  farm  of  160  acres  is  well  improved 
and  under  high  cultivation.  He  was  among 
the  first  settlers  of  this  neighborhood,  com¬ 
ing  here  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 
He  built  a  log  cabin  on  his  east  eighty  acres, 
living  in  it  till  February,  1868,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  building  with  en¬ 
tire  contents  was  a  total  loss,  no  insurance 
being  on  either.  Mr.  Hutton  then  built  his 
present  substantial  frame  house  in  which  the 
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family  has  since  lived.  Besides  his  home 
farm  Mr.  Hutton  owns  about  twelve  acres 
of  timber  land  in  Bremer  County,  Iowa, 
from  which  land  he  cut  the  logs  for  his  first 
house.  He  was  married  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  November  25,  1852, 
to  Margaret  Buck,  born  in  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  September  2,  1829, 
living  there  till  about  eight  years  of  age. 
She  then  went  with  her  parents  to  Bedford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  ten  years  later, 
moved  with  them  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Michigan.  Her  parents  died  in  Michigan. 
Her  father,  Christian  Buck,  died  in  the  fall  of 
1855,  aged  seventy  years,  and  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  fifty  -five  years,  in  1848.  ToMr.and 
Mrs.  Hutton  have  been  born  eight  children 
of  whom  seven  are  living — Ellen  R.,  born  in 
St.  Joe,  Michigan,  November  8,  1853;  Da¬ 
vid  M.,  born  in  St.  Joe,  November  8,  1855; 
Samuel  J.,  born  in  Bennington  Township, 
this  county,  July  23,  1858  ;  William  E.,  born 
December  17,1863  ;  Charles  W.  and  Ida  V. 
(twins),  born  November  26,  1866;  and  Frank 
E.,  born  September  22,  1870.  Margaret  E. 
was  born  July  27,  1861,  and  died  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1884.  Mr.  Hutton  was  born  No¬ 
vember  14, 1825,  in  Adams  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  a  son  of  Benjamin  W.  and  Beulah 
(H  arris)  Hutton,  his  parents  being  natives  of 
the  same  count}7,  the  father  born  in  1 800,  and 
the  mother  about  the  year  1803.  William 
was  quite  young  when  his  parents  moved 
to  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
lived  till  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
moved  with  his  father’s  family  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  where  he  began  farming 
on  rented  land,  living  there  eight  and  a  half 
years  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in 
Black  Hawk  County.  His  parents  died  in 
Michigan,  the  father  June  19,  1885,  aged 
about  eighty-five  years,  and  the  mother 
dying  in  1863,  aged  about  sixty  years. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
politics  he  affiliates-  with  the  Republi¬ 


can  party.  Mr.  Hutton  has  served  his 
township  six  years  as  supervisor  and 
township  trustee.  He  also  served  as  asses¬ 
sor  for  one  year. 


c/ 


AVID  A.  BENDER,  section  36, 
llllir  Washington  Township,  was  born 
in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  March  15, 
1 827,  the  only  child  of  George  and 
Ellen  (Daugherty)  Bender.  Both 
parents  had  been  previously  married 
and  had  large  families.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
a  tailor  by  trade,  and  lived  till  manhood 
and  was  married  in  his  native  county.  Af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  in  1820,  he 
removed  to  Stark  Count}7,  Ohio,  and  there 
married  Mrs.  Ellen  Rhodes,  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  His  children  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage  were  Jacob,  Samuel,  John,  George, 
Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  William,  all  now 
dead  except  Samuel,  who  is  a  farmer  of 
De  Kalb  County,  Indiana,  and  Elizabeth, 
who  lives  in  Illinois,  near  Rock  Island. 
The  father  died  in  August,  1844,  aged 
•seventy-four  years.  His  mother  died  in 
March,  1845,  aged  sixty-one  years.  She 
first  married  Mr.  Rhodes,  by  whom  she  had 
twelve  children — Richard  and  Joel  are  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Philip  is  a  resident  of  Sacramento  ; 
Jacob  lives  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and  John  is  a 
merchant  of  Anamosa,  Iowa.  Mary  mar¬ 
ried  Jeremiah  Christman  and  both  died  in 
Sacramento.  Susan  died  aged  seventeen 
years.  Josiah  lives  at  Rome  City,  Indiana. 
Moses  and  Aaron  (twins)  are  deceased. 
Ann  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  E.  Bender,  and 
lives  at  Los  Angeles,  California.  Margaret 
E.  is  the  widow  of  E.  B.  Crocker,  a  railroad 
king  of  California.  David  A.  Bender  when 
ten  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Uniontown,  Ohio,  and  there  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  learned  the  carpenter  and  join¬ 
er’s  trade  in  his  youth  and  followed  it  thirty- 
five  years.  In  1848  he,  when  a  young  man, 
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H/STOh'Y  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


came  to  Steuben  County,  Indiana,  where  he 
was  living:  at  the  breaking:  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion.  December  19,  1863,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  first  went  to 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  where  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  commanded  by 
General  Schofield.  Their  first  battle  was 
Buzzard’s  Roost,  and  subsequently  they 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  to  At¬ 
lanta.  At  the  battle  of  Franklin  Mr.  Ben¬ 
der  was  cartridge  carrier  for  his  company 
and  carried  4,000  cartridges.  He  was  at 
the  battle  of  Nashville  and  from  there  went 
to  North  Carolina  and  participated  in  his  last 
battle  at  Kingston.  He  was  in  the  grand 
review  at  Raleigh,  and  was  mustered  out 
August  29,  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
Hamilton,  Indiana.  After  his  return  from 
the  war  he  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa 
and  lived  at  Strawberry  Point,  Clayton 
County,  eleven  years  ;  then  lived  in  Man¬ 
chester,  Delaware  County,  five  years,  and 
from  there  moved  to  Cedar  Falls.  Mr. 
Bender  was  married  in  Steuben  County, 
Indiana,  to  Miss  Laura  A.  McKinley,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  born  July  31, 
1841,  the  youngest  of  seven  children  of  J. 
S.  and  Minerva  (Pixley)  McKinley.  When 
she  was  thirteen  years  old  her  parents 
moved  to  Steuben  County  and  there  died  ; 
her  mother,  October  20,  1865,  aged  sixty- 
one  years,  and  her  father,  February  3,  1881, 
aged  seventy-one  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bender  have  had  seven  children — Statira 
M.,  born  March  12,  1862,  was  married  in 
February,  1881,  to  J.  W.  Gorham;  George 
B.,  born  January  22,  1864,  died  October 
31,  1864;  Frank  E.,  born  September  18, 
1866;  Darius  E.,  born  February  24,  1869; 
Effie  M.,  born  November  9,  1871;  Lottie 
L.,  born  July  22,  1875,  and  Jay  L.,  born 
March  10,  1879.  In  politics  Mr.  Bender  is 
a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
When  in  the  army  he  lost  track  of  his  half 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  it  was  several 
years  before  he  heard  from  any  of  them, 
but  while  living  in  Manchester  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Crocker,  learned  of  his  whereabouts 
and  wrote  to  him.  Being  wealthy  she  de¬ 
sired  to  share  her  good  fortune  with  her 
early  playmate,  and  accordingly  bought 
and  gave  him  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 
Mrs.  Crocker  was  born  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  February  25,  1824.  While  living  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  assisting  her  brother- 
in-law  in  the  tailor  shop,  she  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  E.  B.  Crocker.  He  was  a  rising  young 
attorney,  and  soon  after  they  located  in 
Sacramento,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  of  the  State,  leaving  at 
his  death,  in  1875,  an  estate  valued  at  $40, 
000,000.  Mrs.  Crocker  has  in  her  own  right 
between  $7,000,000  and  $8,000,000.  She  is 
an  earnest  Christian  and  is  noted  for  her 
benevolence.  Many  poor  people  are  the 
recipients  of  her  charity  and  honor  her  for 
her  noble  deeds.  The  Old  Ladies’  Home, 
called  the  Margarite  Home,  in  Sacramento, 
was  built  by  her  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  and 
in  1885  she  gave  the  E.  B.  Crocker  Art 
Gallery  to  the  city  of  Sacramento.  May 
6,  1885,  the  city  celebrated  this  event  in  a 
floral  festival,  people  coming  miles  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  ceremonies,  and  the  school 
children  marching  and  singing  songs  in 
honor  of  this  noble  woman  and  her  gift,  the 
greatest  event  that  ever  took  place  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 
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AMES  M.  ROUND,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Water¬ 
loo  Township,  was  born  in  Noble 
County,  Ohio,  February  13,  1832,  the 
eldest  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Eliza 
(Phelpat)  Round.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  an  early  settler 
of  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1882.  His 
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widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Cedar  Falls  Township.  James  M.,  our 
subject,  learned  the  saddler  and  harness 
maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  till  1854- 
He  then  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which,  at 
that  time,  was  unimproved,  only  a  small  log 
cabin  having  been  built  on  the  place.  His 
farm  now  contains  272  acres  of  highly  cul¬ 
tivated  land,  with  good  house,  barns  and 
other  farm  buildings,  making  it  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  is  one  of  the  successful  stock-raisers  of 
Waterloo  Township,  and  is  now  making  a 
specialty  of  high-grade  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  He  began  life  on  small  capi¬ 
tal,  but  by  his  persevering  industry,  together 
with  his  good  management,  he  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  successful.  Shortly  before  coming 
to  Black  Hawk  County  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Narcissus  Osborn,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband.  They  have  two 
daughters — Lillie  and  Emma. 


-•^3^° — 


SCMAUjj 


HeNJAMIN  BATTLES  PAR- 
SONS,  section  20,  East  Waterloo 
Township,  is  a  prominent  farmer 


and  early  settler  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  interests  of  the  same.  Mr.  Par¬ 
sons  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Ben¬ 
nington  County,  October  5,  1817,  the  second 
son  of  Joseph  and  Rachel  (Battles)  Parsons, 
his  grandfather  being  a  native  of  England. 
His  mother  died  in  Vermont,  and  his  father 
subsequently  moved  to  Dodge  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  residing  there  till  his  death.  Two 
years  previous  to  this  Benjamin  moved  to 
Wisconsin,  remaining  there  about  eleven 
years,  and  in  1862  removed  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Waterloo.  He 
then  bought  a  farm  and  engaged  in  general 
farming  there  till  1866,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  one  mile  east  of  Waterloo, 
which  contains  280  acres  of  fine  land.  His 


handsome  residence,  which  was  erected  in 
1874,  stands  on  an  elevation  and  commands 
a  fine  view  from  every  direction.  Mr. 
Parsons  was  married  in  his  native  State 
April  10,  1845,  to  Pollv  Maria  Blanchard, 
of  Vermont,  the  third  daughter  and  fifth 
child  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  They 
have  four  children — Roscoe  M.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Homeopathic  College  of  Chicago, 
now  practicing  at  Traer,  Tama  County, 
Iowa  ;  Fernando  A.,  of  Wellington,  Kansas, 
graduated  at  the  Illinois  College  in  1875, 
was  afterward  a  professor  in  the  same  insti¬ 
tution,  having  charge  of  the  commercial 
department ;  Winslow  R.,  an  inventor  and 
manufacturer  of  sewing-machine  attach¬ 
ments,  now  located  in  Chicago,  and  Lenora 
E.,  manager  of  sewing-machine  office  in 
Waterloo. 

>OHN  R.  PORTER  was  born  June 
27,  1847,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
from  his  boyhood  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
•eceived  a  common-school  education 
his  youth,  and  was  reared  to  matu¬ 
rity  in  his  native  State.  He  left  Ohio  in 
1866,  coming  with  his  father’s  family  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  February  7,  1869,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Adelia  Houghtaling,  who 
was  born  June  30,  1844,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  A.  Houghtaling,  who  came  to 
this  county  about  1865.  Mr.  Porter  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  34,  Cedar 
Falls  Township,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm 
well  improved.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church.  Ezekiel  Porter,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Monongalia  County, 
Virginia,  October  8,  1815,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Nancy  Porter,  natives  of  Maryland, 
whose  ancestors  settled  in  the  New  England 
States  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  Two 
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uncles,  Bazil  and  Thomas  Porter,  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812.  Ezekiel  Porter 
lost  his  father  at  a  very  early  age,  and  when 
nine  years  old  was  taken  by  his  mother  to 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  I  Ie  has  been  twice  married,  and 
is  the  father  of  ten  children,  of  whom  six 
are  living  —  John  R.,  Thomas,  Charles, 
James,  Nancy  E.  and  Sarah.  He  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  the  year 
1866,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township.  Mrs.  Porter’s  father,  James 
Houghtaling,  is  a  native  of  Otsego  County, 
New  York,  born  in  the  year  1807,  and  is  of 
German  descent.  He  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  his  native  State,  and  subsequently 
lived  for  a  time  in  Pennsylvania,  finally  lo¬ 
cating  in  Black  Hawk  County.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Cooley,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Houghtaling,  of  whom  only  four  are  now  liv- 
Mary  A.,  Wayne,  Adelia  and  James  M. 


m  g 


OSEPH  H.  KUHNS,  the  present 
£  mayor  of  the  city  of-  Waterloo, 
%  was  born  in  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania,  August  27,  1835,  his 
parents,  Samuel  and  Susannah  (Hay) 
Kuhns,  being  natives  of  the  same 
county.  Joseph  H.  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  his  native  county  till  seventeen  years  of 
age,  after  which  he  attended  school  in  Tif¬ 
fin,  Ohio,  for  eighteen  months.  He  then 
returned  to  Somerset  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  trade,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  till  1865.  He  then  sold  his  business, 
and  in  1867  removed  to  Lee  County,  Illinois. 
In  the  spring  of  1869  he  came  to  Waterloo, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in 
the  grain  trade.  In  1870  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  which  office  he  held 
continuously  by  re-election  for  ten  years. 
From  1874  till  1880  he  served  as  city  clerk. 
In  the  spring  of  1880  he  was  elected  mayor 


of  Waterloo,  which  office  he  held  two  years, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1885  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  same  office.  Mr.  Kuhns  was 
married  in  1859  to  Mary  Critchfield,  of 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Lodge  No.  105,  and  also  belongs  to 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
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gAMUEL  WILSON,  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  was  born  in  Her¬ 
kimer  County,  New  York,  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1832,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Ruth  (Thomas)  Wilson.  In  1849  the 
family  moved  to  Oswego  County,  where 
the  father  died  in  1878,  aged  seventy  years, 
and  the  mother  still  lives.  He  was  married 
April  28,  1857,  to  Marian  A.  Sutton,  a  native 
of  Oswego  County,  New  York,  born  April 
7,  1835,  a  daughter  of  Himan  and  Olive 
(Scott)  Sutton.  September  10,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Eighty-first 
New  York  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  under  General  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  the  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  James, 
under  General  Butler.  January  1,  1864,  he 
re-enlisted  and  served  until  January  1,  1865, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  ill 
health.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  New 
York,  but  in  April,  1865,  moved  to  White- 
sides  County,  Illinois,  and  in  1874  became 
identified  with- Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
renting  a  farm  in  Lincoln  Township,  where 
he  lived  until  December,  1875,  when  he 
made  his  home  where  he  now  lives,  on  sec¬ 
tion  4.  His  farm  contains  247  acres  of 
valuable  land,  and  his  building  improve¬ 
ments  are  commodious  and  comfortable. 
Mr.  Wilson  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  township,  and  has  served 
in  several  official  relations.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  School  Board  five  years, 
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justice  of  the  peace  two  years,  and  town¬ 
ship  clerk  four  years.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  church.  They  have 
three  children — Ella  J.,  Burton  E.  and 
Amos  A. 
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^HIANIEL  W.  FOOTE,  auditor  of 


ragMaaBfiM„r  Black  Hawk  County,  is  a  native 
RST^  of  New  Hampshire,  born  in  Rock- 
iW  ingham  County,  December  8,  1829. 

In  1857  he  came  to  this  county  where 
:  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  for  a 

time  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  nursery. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  auditor  in 
the  fall  of  1869,  and  has  served  in  that  capac¬ 
ity  very  acceptably  to  the  present.  During 
the  late  war  he  served  his  country  about  two 
years.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  I,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  in  June,  1861 
He  lost  his  left  leg  at  the  battle  of  Matta 
moras,  in  October,  1862,  at  that  time  hold¬ 
ing  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  as  Orderly  Ser¬ 
geant  in  September,  1863.  Mr.  Foote  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


AMES  BENNETT,  one  of  the  pros¬ 
perous  and  prominent  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Washington  Township, 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County  in  1853, 
and  settled  on  the  land  which  is  now 
his  fine  farm.  His  first  cabin  was 
made  of  poles  without  any  floor.  In  this  he 
lived  about  a  year,  and  then  built  a  good 
story -and-a-half  log  house,  16x24  feet  in 
size,  costing  about  $300,  and  in  1857  built 
his  present  frame  house.  He  has  been  ex¬ 
tensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  making 
a  specialty  of  cattle  and  hogs.  Mr.  Bennett 
was  born  in  County  Longford,  [reland, 
August  14,  1826,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary 
A.  (Patterson)  Bennett.  He  came  to 


America  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
lived  in  Canada  a  few  years,  moving  thence 
to  New  York  State,  where  he  was  married 
September  26,  1850,  to  Elizabeth  McNally, 
daughter  of  Owen  and  Ann  (McNally)  Mc¬ 
Nally.  Mrs.  Bennett  was  born  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  May  26,  1830,  and  was  nine¬ 
teen  years  old  when  she  came  to  America. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  have  been  born 
seven  children — Walter  J.,  born-  January 
26,  1854;  William  A.,  December  17,  1856; 
Lizzie,  May  21,  i860;  Louisa  M.,  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1862;  Douglas  H.,  December  26, 
1863;  Orra  J.,  November  22,  1864,  and 
James  S.,  September  2,  1868.  Mr.  Bennett 
has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  has  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor, 
assessor,  road  supervisor  and  school  di¬ 
rector. 


'^42jt'£/T£>vi€rtw8 


OHN  0.  EVANS,  a  prominent  and 
successful  farmer  of  East  Water¬ 
loo  Township,  and  an  early  settler 
of  this  county,  was  born  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1826,  the  second  of  a  family 
of  eight  children  of  David  and  Ellen  (Owens) 
Evans.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  died  in  1850.  His  mother  is  still  living, 
being  now  eighty-four  years  of  age.  John 
O.  received  a  good  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  began  teaching  school, 
which  he  followed  nine  years.  He  was 
married  in  1851  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Jane  McClintock,  she  being  a 
native  of  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania, 
born  near  Braddock’s  Field.  They  have  six 
children — Josephine,  wife  of  A.  D.  Shoe¬ 
maker,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Katie,  wife  of  W. 
E.  Classon,  of  Independence ;  Eldora  E.,  a 
teacher,  living  at  home;  John  G.,  William 
T.  and  Levi  E.  Mr.  Evans  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1853,  and  after 
entering  160  acres  of  Government  land,  re- 
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turned  to  Pennsylvania.  Three  years  later 
he  returned  to  this  State  with  his  wife  and 
child,  locating  in  Cedar  County,  where  they 
remained  two  years.  In  1858  he  removed 
to  Black  Hawk  County  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  now  contains  210  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land,  with  good  resi¬ 
dence  and  farm  buildings.  He  has  a  well- 
stocked  farm,  and  is  meeting  with  good  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  raising  of  hogs  and  cattle.  He 
also  devotes  some  time  to  dairying.  Both 
Mr.  Evans  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Waterloo. 


'5mm 


ARLAN  P.  HOMER,  section  4, 
East  Waterloo  Township,  has  been 
a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County 
since  1856,  coming  here  with  his 
parents,  Thomas  S.  and  Amanda 
(Rundles)  Homer,  from  Cortland 
County,  New  York.  His  father  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Rutland,  Massachusetts,  born  July 
1,  1802,  and  the  mother  of  Cortland  County, 
New  York,  born  March  13,  1806.  The 
father  died  January  5,  1864,  and  the  mother 
October  5,  1880,  and  are  buried  in  the  cem¬ 
etery  in  Bennington  Township.  Harlan 
P.  Homer  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
New  York,  September  25,  1836.  He  was 
married  March  22,  i860,  to  Glorvina  Cor¬ 
win,  a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  New 
York,  born  December  18,  1831,  daughter  of 
Joshua  C.  and  Sally  A.  (Mather)  Corwin, 
the  former  born  in  Sussex  County,  New 
Jersey,  January  6,  1800,  and  the  latter  in 
Yates  County,  New  York,  November  7, 
1807.  They  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and  engaged  in 
farming  till  1873,  when  the  father  moved  to 
Waterloo,  where  he  died  January  17,  1877, 
the  mother  having  died  in  May,  1873,  in 
Poyner  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer 
have  three  children — Hubert  F.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  26,  1866;  Herman  C.,  July  27,  1869, 
and  Adell  G.,  February  6,  1873.  Mr.  Ho¬ 


mer  has  served  as  assessor,  clerk,  justice  of 
the  peace  and  supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  has  represented  his  district  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 


^“fflULO  J.  BARBER,  M.  D.,  was 
born  near  Utica,  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  December  25,  1806, 


J; 


j  J  the  sixth  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
^  dren  of  Zacheus  and  Anna  (Toby) 
Barber.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Canada,  and  early  settlers  in  New  York, 
State.  Philo  J.  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his 
father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His 
primary  education  was  received  at  the 
common  schools,  and  later  he  attended  an 
academy  in  Hamilton,  New  York.  He 
then  taught  school  several  terms,  when  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Dr.  Rakin,  of  Stockbndge, 
New  York.  He  subsequently  entered  Fair- 
field  Medical  College,  from  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  graduated.  He  then  commenced 
his  practice  in  Stockbridge,  remaining 
there  about  three  years,  when  he  removed 
to  Erie  County,  New  York,  and  there  fol¬ 
lowed  his  profession  till  1858.  He  then 
came  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  soon  after  be¬ 
gan  practicing  medicine,  in  which  he  was 
actively  engaged  till  about  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  since  which  he  has  lived  re¬ 
tired,  taking  that  rest  which  he  has  so  well 
earned.  The  Doctor  was  married  in  1833 
to  Fidelia  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  in 
1805,  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  James  F.  Chamberlain,  a  noted 
manufacturer  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods. 
Their  golden  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
1883,  and  both  are  yet  enjoying  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  health.  They  have  reared  a  family 
of  four  children — Versalia  M.,  wife  of 
Horace  Boies,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Waterloo  ;  Leverett ;  Savoy,  deceased,  and 
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Earl,  engaged  in  the  drug  trade.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellows  orders.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Black  Hawk  Medical  Association. 

— »-43>-00 — *£§§3* — 0>-<3£^0 — 

fHARLES  F.  BENNETT,  physi¬ 
cian  and  surgeon,  residing  at 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  was  born  in 


Howard  County,  Iowa,  August  27, 
1861,  a  son  of  Captain  James  E.  and 
Eliza  V.  Bennett,  the  father  being  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  mother  of 
New  York  State,  they  being  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Howard  County,  this  State. 
Charles  F.  Bennett  received  liberal  educa¬ 
tional  advantages,  and  in  1881  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Bickley,  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  pursuing  his  medical 
studies  at  that  place  for  some  time.  In 
March,  1884,  he  graduated  from  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  and 
shortly  afterward  located  at  Cedar  Falls, 
where  he  has  built  up  a  large  practice, 
having  gained  an  excellent  professional 
reputation.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in 
March,  1884,  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Bickley,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  G.  G.  Bickley,  of  Waterloo. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Cedar  Valley  Ho¬ 
meopathic  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Bennett 
is  a  young  man  of  excellent  promise,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Cedar  Falls  has 
made  many  friends. 


Ml  DAM  D.  HAMMER,  one  of  theold- 
IplMS  est  pioneers  of  Cedar  Falls  Town- 
£  IH*  ship,  was  born  February  14,  1824, 
in  Pendleton  County,  West  Virginia, 
f  a  son  of  Henry  and  Phoebe  Hammer, 
i  his  ancestors  being  of  German  descent, 
Of  the  five  children  born  to  his  parents 
Adam  D.  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
names  of  those  deceased  are — Christian, 
Elizabeth,  John  and  William.  Adam  D. 


Hammer  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
there  received  a  limited  education.  March 
18,  1847,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Melinda  Waggoner,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
born  June  5,  1822,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Waggoner.  Of  the  three  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  this  union  two  are  living — 
William  and  Louisa.  In  1855  Mr.  Hammer 
removed  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  when  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm  near  Cedar  Falls.  His  first 
purchase  was  a  quarter-section  of  land  for 
which  he  paid  $6.25  per  acre,  about  one- 
half  of  which  was  timber  land.  He  is  an 
industrious  farmer,  and  is  classed  among 
the  best  citizens  of  the  township.  His 
farm  is  now  well  improved  and  under 
good  cultivation.  For  seventeen  years  he 
has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Cedar  Falls 
City  School  Board.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


OHN  COTTON,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  England,  born 
in  Cheshire,  March  16,  1826,  the  third 
son  of  a  family  of  seven  children  of 
V  John  and  Mary  (Gibson)  Cotton.  John 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  till  twelve 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  at  which  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  six  years.  After  travel¬ 
ing  as  a  journeyman  for  some  years  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
establishing  a  boot  and  shoe  store  which  he 
ran  twelve  years.  During  this  time,  in  1849, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Booth,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Cheshire,  England. 
They  have  a  family  of  seven  children — 
George,  Enoch,  John,  Alice  E.  (wife  of 
James  Peek),  Mary  E.,  Ephraim  and  Charles 
W.  In  1858  Mr.  Cotton  immigrated  to 
America  with  his  family,  landing  at  Que¬ 
bec.  He  immediately  went  to  Portland, 
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HISTORY  OF  SLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


Maine,  thence  to  New  Brunswick,  thence 
to  Detroit,  Michigan,  finally  locating  at 
Jackson,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
seven  months.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he 
came  to  Black  I  lawk  County,  Iowa,  with 
his  family,  and  resided  about  a  year  at 
Waterloo.  He  then  removed  to  section  28, 
East  Waterloo  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  his  farm  containing  240  acres 
of  choice  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
which  he  has  converted  from  the  raw  prairie. 
On  first  coming  here  he  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  the  raising  of  grain,  and  later 
began  raising  stock,  in  which  enterprise  he 
is  still  successfully  engaged.  He  has  also 
a  small  dairy,  and  disposes  of  his  milk  at 
the  cheese  factory.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cotton  are  members  of  the  Jefferson  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


wvv 


iPS  EORGE  WASHINGTON 
HANNA  was  born  November 

20,  1817,  in  White  County,  I  Hi-  - 
nois,  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary 
Hanna,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland  respectively.  They  were 
married  in  Kentucky,  being  early  settlers 
of  that  State.  In  1810  they  removed 
to  Illinois,  where  they  lived  in  a  block¬ 
house  for  some  time  owing  to  the  hostility 
of  the  Indians.  The  father  died  when  our 
subject  was  ten  years  old,  on  account  of 
which  he  was  early  obliged  to  earn  his  own 
living.  He  was  married  in  1837  to  Mary 
Melrose,  born  in  Edwards  County,  Illinois, 
June  9,  1821,  and  of  the  nine  children  born 
to  this  union  seven  survive — John  I.,  in 
Texas;  George  W.,  of  Luverne,  Iowa; 
Robert  W.,  also  of  Luverne ;  Phil  C., 
an  evangelist  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
church;  Emily,  living  in  Texas;  Mary,  at 
home,  and  Edith  M.,  residing  in  Dakota. 
In  July,  1845,  Mr.  Hanna  removed  with  his 


family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  he 
being  the  first  white  settler  in  this  county. 
For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  trade  at  Waterloo,  but  has  made 
farming  the  principal  avocation  of  his  life. 
1 1  is  home  farm  contains  ninety-five  acres 
of  good  land,  beside  which  he  also  owns 
eighty  acres  a  short  distance  from  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm.  He  was  the  first  justice  of  the 
peace  of  this  county,  serving  five  years 
when  he  resigned.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
church. 


-O-' 


AMES  T.  POMEROY  was  born 
January  18,  1841,  in  Geauga 

County,  Ohio,  his  parents,  Alves- 
ton  and  Abigail  Pomeroy,  being  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio  and  New  York  State 
respectively.  His  maternal  ancestry 
can  be  traced  back  to  the  year  1640,  when 
two  brothers  named  Andrews  immigrated 
to  America  from  England,  locating  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  of  whom  our  subject’s  mother  was 
a  direct  descendant.  The  descendants  of 
these  two  brothers  participated  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  war,  war  of  1812,  and  in  the  late 
Rebellion.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Ichabod  Pomeroy,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a  soldier  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  an  early  settler  of  Geauga 
County,  Ohio.  His  son,  Alveston  Pomero}^, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  taking  for  his  first  wife  Abigail  An¬ 
drews,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — 
Austin  L.,  James  T.  and  Dwight.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Sallie  Fox.  James 
T.  Pomeroy,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  district. 
He  was  married  January  16,  1866,  to  Miss 
Emeline  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Caroline  Smith,  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  bless  this 
union — Carrie  A.,  born  September  6,  1872, 
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and  Kittie  M.,  born  November  10,  1875. 
Mr.  Pomeroy  removed  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  with  his  family  in  the  year 
1869,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  a  well-cultivated  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  located  on  section  34.  Since 
coming  to  Cedar  Falls  Mr.  Pomeroy  has 
served  acceptably  as  school  director.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  much  respected  citizens 
of  this  township,  his  wife  and  daughter 
Carrie  being  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


H.  DE  WITT,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  and  one 
of  the  most  respected  citizens,  re¬ 
sides  on  section  1,  Black  Hawk 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Che¬ 
mung  County,  New  York,  July  16, 
1814,  and  in  1818  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Lydia  De  Witt,  moved  to  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  and  thence  in  1830  to  Delaware 
County,  the  same  State.  He  was  married 
March  8,  1835,  to  Mary  M.  Caulkins,  who 
was  born  in  Chenango  County,  New  York, 
March  1,  1812,  a  daughter  of  Ithel  and 
Polly  (Terrell)  Caulkins.  In  early  life  Mr. 
De  Witt  learned  the  carpenter’s  and  cabinet 
maker’s  trades,  which  he  followed  exclu¬ 
sively  a  number  of  years.  In  1852  he  came 
to  Iowa  and  lived  three  years  in  Cedar 
County,  moving  in  1855  to  Black  Hawk 
County  and  locating  on  the  land  which  is 
now  his  valuable  farm.  He  owns  1 14  acres 
and  has  a  pleasant,  comfortable  home. 
When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
he  showed  his  loyalty  to  the  old  flag  by  of¬ 
fering  his  services  in  its  defense,  but  was 
rejected  on  account  of  his  age.  He  has 
held  various  official  relations  in  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  has  fulfilled  his  duties  efficiently 
and  conscientiously.  His  life  has  been  that 
of  an  earnest,  practical  Christian,  believing 


in  the  broadest  sense  in  the  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  De  Witt  have  passed  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  their  marriage,  and  have  out¬ 
lived  the  most  of  their  ten  children.  They 
have  lived  useful  lives  and  have  won  the 
love  and  confidence  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors,  who  have  only  words  of  admi¬ 
ration  and  praise  to  bestow  upon  them. 


M^ar,c 


|  LI  OWEN,  section  5,  Lester  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  New  York,  January  31, 


1826,  a  son  of  Jonathan  R.  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Whaley)  Owen,  his  father  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  New  York,  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1796,  and  his  mother  in  Herkimer 
County,  New  York,  November  7,  1798. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Owen,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
his  father  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and  entered  a 
tract  of  Government  land  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  the  next  fall  his  parents  and 
the  rest  of  the  family  moved  to  the  new 
country.  His  father  died  in  Lester  Town¬ 
ship,  January  10, 1865,  and  his  mother  March 
1 6,  1879.  Mr.  Owen  was  married  March 
14,  1855,  to  Maria  H.  Cook,  a  native  of 
Fairfield,  Vermont,  born  December  23, 
1 838,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ann  (Waite) 
Cook,  natives  of  England,  the  father  born  in 
1801,  and  the  mother  in  1796.  Her  parents 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1854, 
and  here  the  mother  died  May  27,  1873. 
The  father  afterward  returned  to  Vermont 
and  died  in  Johnson,  Lamoille  County, 
February  22,  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen 
were  the  first  couple  married  in  Lester 
Township.  They  have  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children — Edith  L.,  born  March  1, 
1 859,  was  married  November  25,  1884,  to 
Austin  Whitney,  of  Bennington  Township; 
Frank  W.,  born  July  27,  1861 ;  Luella  G., 


/ 


44 

44 

44 

k^A 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k”  kTi 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k”  k^« 

44 

44 

44 

k^A^A 

44 

kT<  kT< 

44 

k”ikTii 

44 

44 

44 

k* 

44 

44 

k”ikTi 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

<^A^A 

44 

44 

iTi  k^^ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 


44 

44 

44 

1^1  >^A 

44 

44 

44 

I ~A^ 
t^A^A 

tTikTi 

t^AkTA 

k^A 

r4ir4i 

k^Ak^A 

44 

44 

kT<k”i 

44 

44 

44 

kTikT( 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k”ik^> 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k ^AkWA 

44 

44 

4X4 

44 

4X4 

4X4 

4X4 

4X4 

44 

k&l 

w 


HISTORY  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


286 


4° 


born  January  11,  1864;  Ilarvey  [.,  born 
September  26,  1866,  died, aged  four  months; 
Charles,  born  May  23,  1869,  died,  aged  nine 
months;  Anna  A.,  born  February  7,  1871  ; 
Nettie  E.,  born  April  8,  1873;  Bertha  M., 
born  February  16,  1876;  Louie  B.,  born 
September  24,  1878;  Cora  E.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1880,  and  Ethel  G.,  born  September 
17,  1884.  In  politics  Mr.  Owen  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  lie  has  served  his  township  as 
clerk,  school  director,  school  treasurer  and 
collector. 

- ^ 


►OlIN  T.  EDGINGTON,  section 
35*  Poyner  Township,  was  born 
July  14,  1836,111  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  and  when  about  nine  years 
old  his  parents,  George  and  Mary 
Y  Edgington,  removed  to  Lynn  County, 
Iowa,  where  the  father  followed  farming  a 
few  years.  He  then  sold  his  farm  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Cedar  County,  and  a  few  years 
later  settled  in  Jones  County,  from  which 
county  John  T.  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  being  mus¬ 
tered  in  at  Muscatine.  He  was  sent  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  and  was  in  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  under  General  Mc¬ 
Clellan.  He  took  part  in  the  Vicksburg 
campaign,  after  which  his  regiment  was 
sent  to  attack  Johnston.  Soon  after  the  re¬ 
treat  of  Johnston  their  division  was  sent  to 
assist  General  Banks  in  the  Red  River  ex¬ 
pedition.  His  regiment  was  then  sent  to 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  under  General 
Sheridan.  His  last  battle  was  at  Cedar 
Creek,  soon  after  which  he  went  with  his 
regiment  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  for 
several  months  was  on  provost  duty  be¬ 
tween  Savannah  and  Moorehead  City, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  mustered  out 
with  his  regiment  at  Savannah,  July  17, 
1865,  and  soon  after  came  to  Poyner  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  his  parents  having  settled 
here  with  their  six  children  in  1864.  John 


T.  bought  his  present  farm  in  1865,  on 
which  at  that  time  no  improvements  had 
been  made.  I  le  commenced  his  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  now  has  a 
well  cultivated  farm  of  eighty  acres,  his 
residence  and  barn  being  among  the  best  in 
the  township.  September  20,  18 66,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  A.  Ellis,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Ohio,  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1845,  coming  to  Black  Hawk  County 
with  her  father,  Joseph  A.  Ellis,  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  her  father  having 
since  lived  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  born 
in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  April  28,  1821,  a 
son  of  Reuben  Ellis,  who  came  from  Mary¬ 
land  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  His  wife, 
Mary  A.  (Mathews)  Ellis,  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  16,  1817,  and  died  February  6,  1855. 
They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Edith, 
who  was  born  April  26,  1875.  In  politics 
Mr.  Edgington  is  a  Republican.  His  father 
was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1809,  a  son  °f  John  ar,d  Catherine 
(Dougal)  Edgington,  the  former  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  of  English  descent,  and  the  latter 
of  Scotch  descent.  George  Edgington  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Richland,  where  he 
was  married  in  1834  to  Mary  Taylor,  who 
was  born  May  24,  1809,  near  Bedford,  in 
Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter 
of  William  Taylor.  The  mother  is  now 
living  in  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Poyner 
Township. 


ILLIAM  HORTON  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  March  14, 
1830.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
where  he  remained  till  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  He  then  sailed  for 


America,  landing  at  Quebec ;  and  after 
spending  two  years  in  Canada  he  crossed  the 
borders  and  located  in  Illinois,  where  he 
found  employment  on  a  farm  near  Spring- 
field,  remaining  in  that  State  some  six  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
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County,  Iowa,  and  bought  seventy  acres  of 
land  in  Poyner  Township.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Illinois,  and  two  years  later  came 
back  to  this  county,  and  after  improving  his 
farm  sold  it,  and  continued  buying  and  sell¬ 
ing.  He  returned  to  England  on  a  visit  in 
the  fall  of  1875,  and  remained  there  until 
the  spring  of  1878.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he 
married  Refief  C.  Aldrich,  a  native  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  New  York,  widow  of  the 
late  Truman  Aldrich.  She  has  one  son  by 
her  former  husband — Truman  Aldrich,  Jr., 
born  July  20,  1874.  Mr.  Horton  is  a  prac¬ 
tical  farmer,  living  three  miles  east  of  W ater- 
loo.  Their  farm  consists  of  240  acres,  well 
improved.  They  have  also  city  property, 
consisting  of  both  business  and  residence 
property. 

OHN  P.  NEMMERS,  general  mer¬ 
chant  and  postmaster  at  Gilbert- 
ville,  Iowa,  becoming  a  resident 
of  this  place  in  1880.  He  purchased 
his  present  store  of  Chris.  Miller 
in  1883,  where  he  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade.  He  car¬ 
ries  a  stock  of  goods  worth  $5,000,  his 
sales  amounting  to  $18,000  per  annum. 
His  parents,  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Freymann) 
Nemmers,  were  both  natives  of  German}^. 
They  were  married  in  that  country,  and 
there  their  first  child  was  born.  They  came 
to  America  in  1845,  where  both  died,  the 
father  December  22,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  John  P.  Nemmers  is  a 
native  of  Saint  Donatus,  Jackson  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  born  December  27, 
1857.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  his  father  having  been  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  received  his  education 
principally  at  St.  Francis  Teacher’s  College, 
near  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  which  he  at¬ 
tended  two  years.  After  coming  to  Gilbert- 
ville,  he  taught  in  the  parish  school  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  his  present 


business.  October  27,  1883,  he  was  married 
to  Maggie  Mangrich,  daughter  of  John  and 
Maggie  (Ambrose)  Mangrich,  natives  of 
Germany,  now  residents  of  Gilbertville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nemmers  have  two  children 
— John  and  Susie.  In  politics  Mr.  Nem¬ 
mers  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  Octo¬ 
ber  6,  1885,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Gilbertville. 


3000£ 


OHN  PATTEE,  section  18,  Mt. 
Vernon  Township,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Black  Hawk  County.  He  was  born 
%F  in  Topsham,  V ermont,  November  5, 
v*  1791.  When  he  was  three  )^ears  old 
his  parents  moved  to  Georgia,  Vermont, 
and  three  years  later  to  Essex  County,  New 
York,  where  they  lived  till  he  was  nineteen 
years  old.  In  1810  they  moved  to  Newark, 
Licking  County,  Ohio.  When  he  was  about 
twenty-eight  years  old  he  went  to  Michi¬ 
gan  and  Canada,  and  later  to  Illinois.  He 
subsequently  moved  to  Cape  Girardeau 
County,  Missouri,  and  three  years  later 
returned  to  Illinois.  In  1855  he  sold  his 
property  in  Illinois  to  his  son  Josephus  and 
moved  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  and  in 
1859  located  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  At  that  time  his  land  was  a  tract  of 
wild  prairie,  but  he  has  brought  it  under 
cultivation  and  has  erected  good  buildings. 
He  has  set  out  trees  and  now  has  a  fine 
grove  of  cotton  wood,  ash,  black  cherry, 
black  walnut,  butternut  and  box  elder 
trees.  Mr.  Pattee  was  married  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  in  1810,  to  Christiana  Sey¬ 
mour,  who  died  leaving  five  children,  but 
one  of  whom,  a  son,  now  of  Monroe  County, 
Michigan,  is  living.  He  subsequently  mar¬ 
ried  Catherine  Wright,  who  died  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  left  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  He  was  married  in  Missouri, 
July  24,  1845,  to  Sarah  Lovell,  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Herness)  Lovell. 
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HIS  TORT  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


They  have  had  seven  children;  six  are  liv¬ 
ing — George  W.,  David  D.,  Daniel  G., 
Benjamin  F.,  Susan  A. (wife  of  Elias  Gable, 
of  Osage,  Iowa),  and  Isaac  G.  Mr.  Pattee  s 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  he  in  the  war  of  1812.  lie  now 
draws  a  pension  for  services  rendered  his 
country  in  that  struggle.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  since 
seventeen  years  of  age.  His  son,  George 
W.,  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau  County, 
M  issouri,  April  30,  1846,  and  was  married 
February  2,  1867,  to  Emily  E.  Fitkin, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  Fitkin, 
natives  of  England,  the  former  born  in 
1796,  and  the  latter  March  13,  1807.  They 
came  to  America  in  1842,  and  in  1859  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  located 
in  Mt.  Vernon  Township,  where  they  still 
live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pattee  have 
seven  children — Harvey  L.,  John  Robert, 
George  Nelson,  Maria  N.,  Charles  W., 
Jessie  and  Bell  A. 

«#i£o - - o§$*» 


S  LINTON  BOZARTH,  section  30, 
£  Union  Township,  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County  in  July,  1854,  and 


fo  settled  on  the  land  which  is  now  his 
fine  farm.  He  built  a  frame  house 


which  was  burned  in  March,  1857. 
He  soon  after  rebuilt,  to  which  from  time  to 
time  he  added  a  room  as  he  needed  it,  and 
lived  in  it  till  1873,  when  he  built  his  pres¬ 
ent  large  two-story  frame  residence.  Mr. 
Bozarth  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  West 
Virginia,  April  10,  1830,  a  son  of  Valentine 
and  Rebecca  (Hall)  Bozarth.  In  April, 
1839,  his  parents  came  to  Iowa  and  settled 
near  Muscatine,  where  he  was  reared. 
When  twenty  years  of  age  he  went  to  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  driving  a  team  across  the  plains, 
and  remained  there  till  1854,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa,  and  the  same  month  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County.  He  was  mar¬ 


ried  March  31,  1855,  to  Elizabeth  Lane, 
daughter  of  John  G.  Lane.  They  have 
had  a  family  of  eight  children  of  whom  six 
arc  living — Wilfred,  Granville,  John  L., 
Ansley,  Harvey  and  Maud.  Walter  died 
in  1859,  four  years,  and  Charles, 

April  6,  1884,  aged  fifteen  years.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Bozarth  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
never  aspired  to  official  honors,  but  has 
served  in  several  positions  of  local  impor¬ 
tance.  He  is  a  member  of  Black  Hawk 
Lodge,  No.  65,  F.  &  A.  M. 

h - - {- 


fcAMES  NEWELL,  the  first  settler 
\  of  Washington  Township,  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County  in  1845, 
and  located  the  land  which  is  now 
the  home  of  his  heirs.  He  was  ac¬ 


companied  by  his  brother  Thomas  and 
brother-in-law  Harris  Wilson.  After  locat¬ 
ing  his  land  they  returned  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  but  the  following  spring  he  came 
again  to  Black  Hawk  County,  and  built  a 
house  of  hewed  logs,  and  began  improving 
his  land,  and  at  his  death,  May  30,  1875, 
owned  572  acres,  314  acres  being  in  the 
homestead.  Mr.  Newell  was  born  in  Je- 
romeville,  Ohio,  August  11,  1809.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Coter,  who  at  her  death 
left  five  children  —  Thomas,  Harrison, 
George,  Jackson  and  James.  He  after¬ 
ward  married  Mrs.  Maryette  (Darling) 
Slakes,  widow  of  Isaac  Slakes,  who  died  in . 
1847,  leaving  four  children.  In  November, 
1847,  he  married  his  third  wife,  who  sur¬ 
vives  him.  Her  maiden  name  was  Nancy 
A.  Howard,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Lee)  Howard.  Their  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are 
living — William,  Daniel,  Millie  (wife  of 
Fred  Webster),  Douglas  and  Joshua,  all  res¬ 
idents  of  Black  Hawk  County.  Harriet 
and  Maria  are  deceased.  Mr.  Newell  died 
May  30,  1875,  and  thus  passed  from  earth 
Washington  Township’s  first  settler.  He 
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had  done  much  to  advance  the  material 
interests  of  the  township,  and  lived  to  see 
it  change  from  a  wild  prairie  to  a  fine 
farming  center,  and  a  settlement  of  intelli¬ 
gent,  thrifty  citizens. 


•uuLaar©^*4— 


OHN  PASHBY  was  born  in  St. 
£  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  March 
i,  1841,  a  son  of  George  and  Jane 


(Cook)  Pashby,  natives  of  England, 
the  father  born  September  7,  1802, 
and  the  mother  born  about  the  year 
1819.  The  father  came  to  America  in  1821, 
landing  in  New  York  with  but  5  cents  in 
his  pocket,  and  had  to  beg  his  way  across 
the  toll  bridges.  He  first  located  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  living  there  about 
nine  years,  and  during  this  time  he  had 
acquired  by  his  own  industry  a  farm  of 
forty  acres. -  He  removed  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  about  1830,  locating 
on  heavily  timbered  land,  where  he  made 
a  home  and  has  since  resided  there.  He 
was  first  married  in  New  York  to  Eliza 
Ramsey,  who  left  at  her  death  two  chil¬ 
dren —  Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  and  Elizabeth,  now  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Stears.  His  second  mar¬ 
riage  occurred  in  1832  to  Jane  Cook,  who 
died  in  1864,  leaving  five  children — Mary, 
married  her  cousin,  John  Pashby,  and  is 
living  in  St.  Joseph  County;  John,  our 
subject;  Jane,  wife  of  John  Featherson, 
living  in  St.  Joseph  County  ;  George,  and 
Louisa,  wife  of  Frank  Hull,  both  living  in 
St.  Joseph  County.  George  Pashby  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  Jerome  Fargo,  the  great 
expressman.  He  is  in  politics  a  zealous 
Republican,  and  is  a  great  admirer  of 
American  institutions.  Since  making  his 
home  in  America  he  has  met  with  success 
in  all  his  undertakings,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  choice  land,  beside 
having  $17,000  out  at  interest.  John  Pash- 


o  ** 
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by,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  came 
with  his  wife  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1865,  and  settled  on  section  8,  on  land 
which  his  father  had  bought  from  the 
Government  in  .1851  or  1852.  No  improve¬ 
ments  had  been  made  on  the  place,  and 
while  his  house  was  being  built  he  lived 
with  Charles  Girholdt.  He  has  since  im¬ 
proved  his  farm  and  has  now  365  acres 
located  on  sections  7,  8  and  17.  Mr.  Pashby 
was  married  March  25,  1865,  to  Elizabeth 
Stickel,  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  February,  1843,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Margaret  (Gentzler)  Stickel,  the 
former  dying  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  in 
the  spring  of  1877.  Mrs.  Pashby  died  July 
18,  1877,  leaving  three  children — Cora  M., 
born  May  25,  1866;  Louisa,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  1867,  and  Peter  E.,  born  September 
1,  1869,  all  natives  of  this  township.  Mr. 
Pashby  was  again  married  March  6,  1880, 
to  Emma  Diemer,  a  native  of  Stevenson 
County,  Illinois,  where  she  was  reared,  a 
daughter  of  John  Diemer.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  children — George  C., 
born  March  15,  1882,  and  Jessie  M.,  born 
May  5,  1884.  In  politics  Mr.  Pashby  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  at 
present  serving  as  township  trustee,  which 
office  he  has  held  for  twelve  years. 


EORGE  NEWELL,  section  20, 
Washington  Township,  is  a  son 
of  James  Newell,  the  first  settler 
in  the  township,  and  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  his  father  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County.  He  was  born 
in  Jeromesville,  Ohio,  January  18,  1833.  He 
was  reared  in  this  county,  and  was  early 
inured  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer  farmer.  He 
was  married  February  12,  1856,  to  Adelia 
Hackett,  who  was  born  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
April  19,  1834,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
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Mary  (Lent)  Hackett.  They  have  had  nine 
children — Alonzo  H.,  born  May  7,  1858; 
Ma  rion,  born  December  10,  1859,  diC(J, 
aged  ten  days;  Mary  E.,  born  May  17, 
1863;  Jennie  E.,  born  November  3,  1865; 
Clara  B.,  born  May  19,  1868;  George  E., 
born  August  2,  1871,  died  June  4,  1872; 
Ernest,  born  May  9,  1873;  Luetta  and  Lu- 
ella  (twins),  born  August  13,  1875.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Newell  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
been  trustee  of  his  township  twenty  con¬ 
secutive  years,  and  has  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board. 
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ENRY  W.  BUCHER,  merchant 
and  postmaster,  Lester,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Adams  County,  Pennsyl- 
^  vania,  November  30,  1834,  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Martha  (W alter) 
Bucher,  also  natives  of  Adams  County, 
his  father  born  in  1809,  died  December  25, 
1844,  and  his  mother  born  in  1814,  is  still 
living  in  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather, 
Adam  Bucher,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  but  of  English  parentage,  was 
born  in  1775,  and  died  in  May,  1847.  His 
maternal  ancestors  were  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  but  came  to  this  country  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  and  he  has  heard  his  great¬ 
grandmother,  who  died  in  1848,  aged  nine¬ 
ty-six  years,  tell  of  that  struggle  for  liberty. 
His  maternal  grandparents  died  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  father  April  1,  1845,  aged 
sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  in  1849. 
Our  subject  was  but  ten  years  old  when  he 
was  left  fatherless,  and  when  he  was  thir¬ 
teen  he  began  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  till  1858.  He 
came  West  in  1855,  and  lived  in  Illinois 
three  years,  and  in  Februarj^  1858,  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  remained 
till  1867,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  two  years  later  came 
again  to  Iowa  and  has  since  made  this  his 


home.  I  le  has  been  supervisor  of  the  First 
District,  consisting  of  Lester,  Bennington, 
Mt.  Vernon,  Washington  and  Union  town¬ 
ships  since  1884,  has  been  township  treasurer 
four  years,  and  has  also  served  as  assessor 
and  township  clerk.  He  has  been  post¬ 
master  at  Lester  seven  years.  He  com¬ 
menced  his  mercantile  business  in  January, 
1877,  and  carries  a  good  stock,  valued  at 
$2,000,  his  annual  sales  amounting  to  about 
$5,000.  He  has  a  good  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  and  a  pleasant  residence  in  the  village 
of  Lester.  Mr.  Bucher  was  married  De¬ 
cember  27,  1869,  to  Rebecca  (Milligan) 
Hood,  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Hood, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  She 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  October 
10,  1838,  and  came  West  to  Illinois  with 
her  parents  when  a  young  girl.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bucher  have  four  children — Mattie, 
born  May,  1870;  Bernice,  February,  1873; 
Blanche,  March  14,  1877;  Nettie,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1878.  In  politics  Mr.  Bucher  is  a 
Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church. 


-3 
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Albert  j.  cotton  was  bom 

June  1 7,  1848,  in  Winnebago 


County,  Illinois,  a  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Cotton,  of  whom  his 
mother  is  deceased.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  re¬ 
maining  there  till  1873,  when  he  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  with  other 
members  of  his  father’s  family.  October 
27,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Houdeshell,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Nancy  Houdeshell,  of  Illinois,  but  for¬ 
merly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cotton  have  two  children — Carrie 
M.,  born  September  7,  1877,  and  Charles  A., 
born  November  7,  1880.  Mr.  Cotton  has 
made  farming  the  principal  avocation  of 
his  life,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  seventy- 
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seven  acres  of  well  cultivated  land,  located 
on  section  25,  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where 
he  makes  his  home.  Mr.  Cotton  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  road  super¬ 
visor,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
school  director  of  District  No.  4,  holding 
both  offices  with  satisfaction  to  his  con¬ 
stituents.  In  politics  he  casts  his  suffrage 
with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Cotton’s 
parents  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  eight  still  survive — Amelia,  Mary 
A.,  Jesse,  Edward,  Jacob  F.,  Sylvester, 
David  F.  and  Cora  M. 


3£- 


-c-H** 


^OHN  CALL,  sections  28  and  29, 
t  Union  Township,  was  born  in 
Essex  County,  New  York,  April 
8,  1844,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Worden)  Call.  His  father  was 
born  in  Essex  County  in  1791,  and  was 
a  collier  by  occupation.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  when  our  subject  was  but  ten 
years  of  age.  His  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  born  in  1796,  dying  in 
Keysville,  New  York,  in  August,  1884,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  Her  father  was  an 
officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
lor  his  services  his  widow  drew  a  pension 
till  her  death.  John  Call,  our  subject,  lived 
in  Flackville,  New  York,  till  he  was  ten 
years  old,  when  he  went  with  his  parents 
to  Clinton  County,  New  York,  living  there 
till  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
He  then,  in  September,  1861,  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Twenty-second  New  York  In¬ 
fantry,  and  was  first  sent  with  his  regiment 
to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  was  there  en¬ 
camped  at  Upton  Hill  till  the  spring  of 
1862.  His  first  engagement  was  at  the' 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  where  he  was 
taken  sick  and  discharged  in  June,  1862, 
on  account  of  disability.  He  remained  at 
Keysville,  New  York,  till  he  recovered  his 
health  when,  in  October,  1862,  he  re-enlisted 

27 


in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
third  New  York  Infantry,  being  mustered 
in  at  Fonda,  Montgomery  County,  New 
York.  In  December,  1862,  he  was  sent  to 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  where  he  was  on  pro¬ 
vost  duty  till  February,  1863.  His  regi¬ 
ment  was  subsequently  assigned  to  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Sable  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Cane  River  Crossing  and  Red  River 
Dam.  Mr.  Call  was  then  sent  with  his  reM- 
ment  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  he 
was  engaged  m  the  battle  of  Opequan  Creek, 
under  General  Sheridan,  and  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  October  7,  1864,  he  was  captured  at 
Edinburgh,  Virginia,  when  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  thigh  by  seven  buckshot.  He 
was  taken  to  Richmond  and  incarcerated 
in  Libby  Prison  till  February,  1865,  when 
he  was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  for 
exchange.  He  was  exchanged  in  April 
and  returned  to  his  regiment,  which  was 
encamped  near  Washington.  He  then  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Savannah,  Georgia, 
and  was  on  provost  duty  till  November, 
1865,  when  he  was  discharged,  being  mus¬ 
tered  out  at  Albany,  New  York,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Keysville,  New  York,  living 
there  and  in  Vermont  till  1870.  He  then 
came  West  and  farmed  near  Winona,  Min¬ 
nesota,  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  for  two  years  served 
as  foreman  of  the  Burlington  &  Northern 
Railroad,  after  which  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  L.  N.  Fabrick,  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  for 
the  following  three  years  he  was  employed 
b)^  G.  W.  Clark,  of  the  same  place,  when 
in  September,  1878,  he  was  employed  by  E. 
W.  Babcock,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Edger- 
ton,  Wisconsin,  and  is  still  in  his  employ. 
He  has  full  control  of  650  acres  of  land  in 
this  township,  250  acres  being  under  culti¬ 
vation.  Since  becoming  manager  of  this 
land  he  has  improved  and  fenced  it,  and 
has  raised  considerable  stock.  He  is  a 
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thorough-going,  practical  farmer,  and  is 
meeting  with  success  in  his  agricultural 
pursuits,  having  since  coming  here  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  beside  paying  Mr. 
Babcock  $4,000.  Mr.  Call  was  married 
November  4,  1873,  to  Martha  R.  Baker, 
who  was  born  in  Cook  County,  Illinois, 
April  2,  1853,  a  daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Eliza  J.  (Baker)  Baker,  residents  of  Butler 
County,  Iowa.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child — George  Clarence,  born  in 
Cedar  Falls,  September  28,  1874.  Mr.  Call 
is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  served 
four  years  as  constable,  and  is  at  present 
serving  as  township  trustee.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
is  a  comrade  of  James  Brownell  Post,  No. 
222,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Call’s  father  was  born 
in  Michigan,  April  17,  1819,  and  her  mother 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  August 
25,  1824.  After  their  marriage  they  lived 
a  few  years  in  Cook  County,  Illinois,  when 
they  came  to  Union  Township,  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  resided  till  1861. 
They  then  lived  in  Butler  County  six  years, 
when  they  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  and  a  year 
later  returned  to  Green,  Butler  County, 
where  they  have  since  made  their  home. 


.AMU  EL  MURPHY  was  born  in 
Staffordshire,  England,  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1823,  a  son  of  Lawrence  and 
Elizabeth  (Harley)  Murphy.  When 
he  was  three  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  County  Wexford,  Ireland, 
and  at  the  age  of  eight  years  he  came  with 
them  to  America.  They  first  settled  near 
St.  Thomas,  Canada,  residing  there  till  the 
spring  of  1840,  when  they  removed  to  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  Illinois,  and  a  year  later 
removed  to  Stephenson  County,  where  the 
father  died  in  1849,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
his  mother  also  dying  in  that  county.  The 
father  spent  about  thirty  years  of  his  life  in 


the  English  army,  three  years  of  that  time 
being  in  the  navy.  He  was  the  father  of 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  America  Samuel  Murphy 
has  supported  himself  since  he  was  ten 
years  old,  at  first  working  for  the  farmers 
in  his  neighborhood.  In  1848  he  bought  a 
farm  of  sixty-eight  acres  in  De  Kalb  County, 
Illinois,  paying  for  the  same  on  time,  living 
there  till  1854,  when  he  sold  his  land  and 
came,  in  May  of  that  year,  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  He  at  once  settled  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  which  at  that 
time  had  no  improvements.  He  lived  in 
a  small  log  house,  14  x  16  feet  in  dimension, 
till  1856,  when  he  built  a  small  house  in 
which  he  lived  about  twelve  years.  In 
1877  he  erected  a  large  frame  house  at  a 
cost  of  $1,500,  which  was  burned  down  in 
1877,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
built  his  present  residence.  The  small  log 
house,  1 2  x  12  feet,  at  first  used  as  a  stable, 
has  now  given  place  to  a  substantial  barn, 
and  the  other  farm  buildings  are  good.  He 
has  now  a  well-cultivated  farm  of  125  acres, 
eighty  acres  being  on  section  1,  and  forty- 
five  on  section  2,  Washington  Township. 
Mr.  Murphy  was  married  September  20, 
1846,  to  Parnel  Abiah  Cory,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Parnel  (Bockaway)  Cory,  na¬ 
tives  of  Vermont,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married.  Shortly  after  their  marriage 
they  removed  to  Madison  County,  Indiana, 
where  Mrs.  Murphy  was  born,  February 
22,  1826,  and  when  she  was  eight  years  old 
her  parents  settled  in  Kane  County,  Illi¬ 
nois.  They  subsequently  moved  to  Kirk¬ 
land,  De  Kalb  County,  Illinois,  where  Mrs. 
Murphy  lived  till  her  marriage,  her  parents 
residing  there  till  their  death.  Her  mother 
died  in  the  fall  of  1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Kane  County,  and  did  much 
toward  helping  new  settlers  who  came  after 
him.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  De 
Kalb  County,  and  was  an  extensive  dealer 
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in  stock.  While  living-  in  Madison  County, 
Indiana,  he  held  the  office  of  sheriff.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Murphy  have  three  children,  all 
born  in  De  Kalb  County,  Illinois,  and  all 
now  living  in  Washington  Township — 
Francisco  F.,  born  August  5,  1847,  married 
Lucy  Booner,  Laura  C.,  born  April  20, 
1849,  wife  of  David  Booner,  and  Oscar  C., 
born  June  4,  1850,  married  Susan  Miller, 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Murphy  is  a 
Greenbacker. 

- - c-h*. 


SSfLONZO  HELM 


was  born  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  Inly  5,  1835. 
He  was  reared  by  his  grandfather, 
who  was  a  farmer,  and  on  reaching 
manhood  he  chose  that  vocation  for 
his  lifework.  He  accompanied  his 
grandfather  to  Illinois,  and  thence  to 
Iowa,  living  first  in  Benton  and  then  in 
Tama  County.  When  twenty-one  years  old 
he  commenced  life  for  himself,  his  grand¬ 
father  giving  him  forty  acres  of  land,  and 
to  this  he  afterward  added  forty  acres. 
He  was  married  September  7,  1857,  to 
Emily  Rexstrew,  a  native  of  Auglaise 
County,  Ohio,  born  September  7,  1837,  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Delilah  (Starlen) 
Rexstrew,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  died 
when  she  was  a  child.  She  grew  to  wom¬ 
anhood  in  her  native  county,  and  in  1855 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Tama  County. 
In  1862  Mr.  Helm  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Twenty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  into  the  State  service.  While  in  camp 
at  Iowa  City,  before  being  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  he  was 
taken  with  the  measles,  and  was  discharged 
from  the  service.  He  was  sick  eighteen 
months,  when,  in  November,  1 862,  he  started 
overland  for  California  for  his  health.  The 
party  reached  Walla  Walla  Valley,  Wash¬ 
ington  Territory,  in  September,  1864,  and 
he  remained  there  till  August,  1865,  when, 
his  health  being  fully  recovered,  he  started 


for  home.  He  was  variously  employed 
while  in  the  West,  sometimes  on  a  ranch 
and  sometimes  in  the  mines.  While  en 
route  for  home  the  company  he  was  with 
were  robbed  and  their  horses  were  stam¬ 
peded,  all  but  thirty-five,  however,  being 
recovered.  Of  the  five  owned  by  Mr. 
Helm  but  one  was  lost.  He  tells  of  many 
amusing  and  thrilling  experiences  while  in 
the  West,  which  space  forbids  us  to  repeat. 
While  away  his  family  moved  to  Bremer 
County,  Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865  he 
exchanged  his  place  there,  in  part  payment, 
for  his  present  farm.  He  has  improved 
his  farm  and  now  has  144  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  Washington  Township,  sixty-four 
acres  being  on  section  10  and  eighty  acres 
on  section  11.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Washington 
Township,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  ad¬ 
vance  its  material  and  social  interests.  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Helm  have  eleven  children _ 

Mary  A.,  born  February  19,  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Hanner,  of  Fonda,  Iowa; 
William  E.,  born  December  17,  i860;  Sarah 
K.,  born  December  7,  1862;  Lucretia  J., 
born  December  27,  1864,  is  the  wife  of 
James  Mapes ;  Lillie  E.,  born  August  8, 
1867, is  the  Avife  of  Hiram  H.  Hargrove; 
Nettie  C.,  born  December  6,  1869;  Charles 
F.,  born  February  9,  1872  ;  Alonzo  R.,  born 
April  17,  1874;  Frank  V.,  born  January  23, 
1876;  Clarence  T.,  born  June  14,  1878,  and 
Nina  R.,  born  January  12,  1881.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Helm  affiliates  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  » 

- - - 

HOMAS  DOBSON,  the  eldest  son 
of  John  and  Ann  (Webster)  Dob¬ 
son,  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
New  York,  June  28,  1835.  When  he 
was  quite  young  his  parents  removed 
to  Ohio,  and  there  he  was  reared  and 
educated  till  his  fifteenth  year,  when,  in 
1851,  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Mont- 
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H/STOKY  Ob'  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


gomery  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1854  the 
family  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
lie  was  married  in  this  county  in  1863  to 
Lucinda  C.  Streeter,  who  was  born  in  Will 
County,  Illinois,  May  16,  1837,  the  seventh 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children  of  Zimri  and 
Lucinda  Streeter,*  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dobson  have  one  daughter — Jessie  C.  Af¬ 
ter  his  marriage  Mr.  Dobson  settled  on  his 
present  farm  on  section  4,  East  Waterloo 
Township,  where  he  has  268  acres  of  choice 
land,  with  a  good  residence  and  farm  build¬ 
ings.  In  connection  with  his  farming  pur¬ 
suits  lie  is  also  largely  engaged  in  raising 
sto  k,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
h  iving  at  present  on  his  farm  a  herd  of 
seventy  hogs.  He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  but  did  not  serve  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity. 

wVVi  'Ww 

ST/o 

tflaf EWTON  HIGBY  was  born  in 
Lewis  County,  New  York,  May 
27,  1812,  a  son  of  Jeduthan  and 
Florinida  I  ligby,  his  father  being  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Jeduthan  Higby,  was  for  forty 
years  a  clergyman  in  the  Free-Will  Bap¬ 
tist  church.  Newton  Higby  began  to  work 
at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  helping  to 
support  his  father’s  family  until  he  reached 
his  majority.  He  then  began  working  for 
himself,  farming  in  Lewis  and  St.  Law¬ 
rence  counties,  New  York,  for  many  years. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in*  the  year  1867,  and 
after  living  in  Butler  County  a  short  time, 
removed  to  Grundy  County  where  he  made 
his  home  for  about  twelve  years.  He  has 
spent  the  past  several  years  in  Cedar  Falls, 
Black  Hawk  County,  and  during  his  resi¬ 
dence  here  has  won  the  respect  of  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him.  He  may  be 
called  a  self-made  man,  having  commenced 
life  without  capital,  but  a  stout  heart  and 
n  determination  to  succeed,  and  by  his  in¬ 


dustrious  habits  and  excellent  management 
has  become  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  this  township,  and  owns  land  in  both 
New  York  and  Iowa.  Mr.  Higby  was 
married  February  9,  1853,  to  Miss  Alice  M. 
Cole,  and  of  the  three  children  born  to  this 
union  two  arc  living — Seward  and  Jesse. 
Mr.  Iligby,  in  his  political  views,  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  has  been  identified  witli  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  over  thirty  years. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Free-Will  Baptist. 


EREMIAH  MOSHER  was  born 
in  Steuben  County,  New  York, 
May  5,  1827,  a  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Delana  (Haskins)  Mosher,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Rhode  Island. 
They  settled  in  Western  New  York, 
both  died  in  Steuben  County.  They 
had  born  to  them  live  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  our  subject  being  the  youngest  son 
living.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan  Mosher, 
was  of  English  ancestry,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather,  James  Haskins,  was  of.  Scotch 
descent.  Jeremiah,  our  subject,  lived  on  a 
farm  till  his  seventeenth  year,  and  received 
a  common-school  education.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  learning  the  carriage 
maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  till  1856. 
He  then  came  West,  locating  in  Rockford, 
Illinois,  where  he  remained  nine  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
butcher's  trade.  In  March,  1865,  he  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  ran  a 
meat  market  at  Cedar  Falls  and  was  also 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  until 
1870,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  at  Wa¬ 
terloo.  He  followed  the  butcher’s  trade 
till  1878,  when  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  office  he  has  since  held  con¬ 
tinuously  by  re-election,  and  in  connection 
with  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  office  he 
has  an  insurance  and  collective  agency.  He 
was  married  in  1848  to  Mary  A.  Sylvester, 
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a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children — Delana,  died  in 
infancy  ;  Herbert  L.,  a  hardware  merchant 
of  Waverly,  Iowa;  Leon,  deceased;  Lizzie 
E.,  wife  of  Henry  Jacoby,  and  living  in 
Waterloo;  Spencer,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Mr.  Mosher  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  Black  Hawk  County. 
We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  portrait 
of  Mr.  Mosher,  which  will  be  found  on  the 
opposite  page. 


OHN  A.  FABRICK,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  27,  was 
born  in  Paines’  Hollow,  New  York, 
August  29,  1823,  a  son  of  John  and 
Harriet  Fabrick,  and  is  of  French  and 
German  ancestry.  Of  nine  children  born 
to  his  parents  seven  are  yet  living — Lewis 
N.,  Delos  H.,  Jane,  Harriet,  Adelia,  George 
and  John  A.  When  he  was  six  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  Washington 
County,  Michigan.  A  short  time  later  they 
removed  to  Calhoun  County,  Michigan, 
and  there  our  subject  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood.  His  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Cal¬ 
houn  County,  he  having  built  the  first  log 
cabin  in  Albion  Township,  that  county, 
in  which  building  the  first  election  in 
that  township  was  held.  He  is  still  living 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  John 
A.  Fabrick,  our  subject,  has  been  three  times 
married.  By  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Betsy  Ansterburg,  he  had  three 
children — Frank  H.,  Mary  J.  and  Hattie 
A.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Amanda 
Howard.  For  his  third  wife  he  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Benham,  and  to  this  union  five 
children  have  been  born — Thomas,  Dora, 
John,  Fannie  and  Joseph.  Mr.  Fabrick 
spent  part  of  the  years  1852  and  1853  in 
the  gold  mines  of  California  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Michigan,  remaining  in  that  State 


till  1866.  He  then  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  settling  on  his  present  farm 
in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he  is  the 
owner  of  200  acres  of  choice  land.  Since 
coming  here  Mr.  Fabrick  has  held  the  of¬ 
fice  of  township  trustee,  and  has  also 
served  as  school  director.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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SCAR  VIRDEN,  farmer,  section 
32,  Waterloo  Township,  was  born 
in  Barren  County,  Kentucky, 
June  19,  1819,  a  son  of  William  and 
Martha  Virden.  He  was  married 
to  Love  C.  Powell,  a  native  of  Berk- 
snire  County,  Massachusetts,  born  in  1822. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Norman  and  Jerusha 
(Hoyt)  Powell,  her  father  being  of  Welsh 
and  her  mother  of  Irish  descent.  Of  the 
six  children  born  to  this  union  four  are  liv¬ 
ing  _  George  D.;  Charles,  living  on  the 
homestead,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm; 
Elizabeth,  married  Orville  Bly,  a  farmer  of 
Sioux  County,  Iowa,  and  Emma,  wife  of 
Jacob  Coons,  who  is  also  farming  in  Sioux 
County.  George  D.  married  Rebecca 
Walker  and  has  a  family  of  four  children — 
William,  Della,  Leah  and  George.  The 
names  of  the  deceased  are— Norman  and 
William.  Mr.  Virden  commenced  life  for 
himself  on  a  very  limited  capital,  but  by  his 
persevering  industry  and  strict  economy 
he  has  acquired  a  good  property,  and  is 
classed  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  his 
township.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlei  s  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  there  being  but  two 
houses  in  Waterloo  when  he  located  there, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  river.  He  first  set¬ 
tled  on  a  claim  of  160  acres  of  Government 
land  which  he  afterward  pre-empted,  adding 
to  this  till  he  now  has  205  acres  of  choice 
land,  worth  $60  per  acre.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Virden  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Mr.  Virden  has  served  as  school 
director  and  township  trustee,  and  has  held 
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HI  STORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 
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several  other  minor  offices  of  his  township, 
alwaysgiving  satisfaction  to  his  constituents 
1  lis  father  died  in  this  county  in  1855,  his 
mother  surviving  him  till  February  25,  1886, 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children — John;  America,  widow  of  Charles 
Mullen  ;  Oscar,  our  subject;  William,  died 
in  the  army  ;  James;  Daniel;  Martha, widow 
of  John  Bunting;  Thomas  and  Frank. 


-3 - - 1- 

|pS|ER°ME  MILLS,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  East  Waterloo  Town, 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  Berkshire  County,  August 
Tyr*  24,  1817.  His  parents,  Alson  and 
V  Sarah  (Du pee)  Mills,  were  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Connecticut,  but  removed  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  in  an  early  day,  remaining  in  that 
State  till  their  death.  They  had  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  but 
three,  and  of  this  family  our  subject  was 
the  seventh  child.  Jerome  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  Octo¬ 
ber,  1859,  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  the  following  spring  settled  on 
the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided.  Here 
he  bought  128  acres  of  raw  prairie  which 
he  proceeded  to  improve,  and  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  purchase  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  till  he  now  has  303  acres  of  choice 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
improvements  on  his  house  and  barn  have 
also  been  done  by  Mr.  Mills.  He  was 
married  in  1845  to  Sarah  Cook,  born  in 
Connecticut,  February  18,  1820,  the  eld¬ 
est  of  eight  children  of  Lemuel  and  Fannie 
(Coe)  Cook,  who  were  born  and  reared  in 
Connecticut,  removing  to  Massachusetts 
when  Mrs.  Mills  was  quite  young.  Her 
father  came  West  in  later  years  and  made 
his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  till  his 


death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children — Charles  E.  and 
Lewis  L.,  both  living  in  East  Waterloo 
Township.  Mr.  Mills  began  life  on  a  small 
capital,  but  by  his  energy  and  perseverance 
he  has  accumulated  a  good  property. 


|  DWARD  CAMP,  head  salesman 
of  the  Daniel  and  Nauman  Com¬ 


pany,  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut,  April  20,  1837, 
the  fifth  child  of  Samuel  S.  and  Betsy 
(Mallory)  Camp.  I  lis  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Atnassa  Mallory,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  Our  subject’s 
parents  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  eight  still  -survive.  The  father  died 
in  1 884,  in  his  eighty-first  year.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  and  is  now  in  her  eighty-second 
year.  Edward  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county. 
In  1856,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he 
came  West  and  located  at  Rockford,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  was  employed  by  a  manu¬ 
facturing  firm.  In  i860  he  was  married  to 
Harriet  A.  Lawrence,  of  Rockton,  Illinois, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living — William  L.  and 
Fannie,  both  at  home.  In  1863  Mr.  Camp 
crossed  the  plains  to  California,  taking 
with  him  a  drove  of  horses,  returning  from 
there  to  Connecticut.  He  subsequently 
came  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  clerked  in  a  store  in 
Waterloo  for  about  six  months.  Fie  then, 
in  company  with  an  uncle,  purchased  land 
nine  miles  south  of  Waterloo,  where  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  raising  and  trading 
in  sheep,  having  at  one  time  1,100.  Dis¬ 
posing  of  his  flock  he  became  salesman  for 
the  firm  of  Daniel  &  Slade,  manufacturers 
and  dealers  in  furniture,  in  1868,  and  still 


44 

44 
44 
4" 4 
44 

44 

44 
41 4 

44 

kT«  kTi 

44 

k~i  k”< 

44 

k”i  k”i 

44 

44 

44 

..... 

k”ik”< 

'4' '4 

kTikTi 

44 

44 

k»<  kT« 

44 

44 

44 

44 

k“i 

44 

kTi  k”/ 

44 

44 

k“>  k»j 

44 

kT<  k~j 

44 

kTikTi 

4 '4 

kT<  kTj 

44 

44 

44 

xk 

44 

44 

k~i 

.... 

k4(»Ti 

44 

kTi 

44 

44 

k»< 

.... 

.... 

kT^kT» 

44 

44 

44 

k~i 

44 

44 

44 

44 

...... 

44 

44 

44 

k” 

..... 

k”ATi 

44 

k”  kTj 

4:4; 

44: 

4:4: 

44 

vTiikTi 

44 

k”i  k“j 

44 

k~^  k~i 

44 

k”i  k”< 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

44 

k~i 

44 

kT<kT< 

44 

kTik™ 

44 

44 

vv 

k”ik” 

VV 

vTj  k* 

kTik” 


vv 

vv 


4;  4;  4;  4: 4: 4: 4;  4;  4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4  4: 4;  4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4: 4;  4: 4: 4: 4:  4  4;  4: 4;  4: 4;  4: 4; 


'A"  fA'  'A'  A'  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  rJA'  A 

k.*  1^1  ..... 

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444 


...... 

.... 

k”kTi 

44 

kT<  k»j 

44 

44 

k“y  kTi 

44 

...... 

44 

kTik”/l 

44 

4fc 

44 

kTitTj 

4fc 

44 

444 


'4>' 

vv 

vw 

:♦:»: 

'4V 

ww 

wv 

w 

vv 

vv 

vv 

v”iv” 

vv 

i^f^l 

vv 

1^1 

vv 

«^l^« 

vv 

wv 

vv 

V^l  ^ 

?♦::♦: 

4V 

w 

$:♦: 

:♦:!♦: 

:♦:»: 

w 

^1^1 

vv 

vv 

vv 

^ir 

vv 

vv 

XV 

kv 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


299 


vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vk 

(^<▼4 

^Mk^* 

vv 

w 

kTnTj 

'4'V 

«Tj  1^1 

vv 

vv 

:♦:!♦: 

vv 

1^1  l^i 

4'V 

'4f'4£ 

vk 

44' 

ttk1 

4'4' 

4'4' 

i^f 

VV 

4'V 

vv 

VV 

vV 

^<vT< 

:♦;!♦; 

vv 

4^1  ^1 

4'4' 

^l^ll 

4'V 

vk 

•kTiTi 

’4V4' 

kT< 

'♦'4' 

*Ti  v^i 

V'4' 

>'V 

vv 


continues  in  the  business,  the  firm  being 
now  styled  the  Daniel  and  Nauman  Com¬ 
pany.  As  a  salesman  Mr.  Camp  has  a 
natural  talent,  and  is  possessed  of  excellent 
business  qualifications.  He  is  the  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  containing  ninety  acres,  on 
which  he  has  a  good  selection  of  dairy 
cows,  and  at  his  home  in  this  town  he  has 
a  choice  herd  of  fifteen  thoroughbred 
Jersey  cattle.  Mr.  Camp  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


HRISTIAN  F.  BRANDHORST 
jj?  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
October  8,  1840,  a  son  of  Chris- 


1^)  tian  F.  and  Louisa  Ltibking  Brand- 
pi?  horst,  both  of  whom  died  in  Ger¬ 
many.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
received  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  country.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  left  his  native  country  and  immi¬ 
grated  to  America,  landing  at  New  York 
City,  October  20,  1855.  He  went  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Henry  Rut¬ 
ter,  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
second  and  third  winters  spent  in  this 
country  he  attended  school.  He  remained 
in  Dane  and  Columbia  counties  till  the 
spring  of  1864,  working  on  farms  for  others, 
and  saving  his  earnings  with  the  intention 
of  gaining  a  home  for  himself.  In  April, 
1864,  he  became  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  soon  after  bought  120 
acres  where  he  now  resides.  He  returned 
to  Dane  County  for  his  bride,  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  (Bailey)  Klinefelter,  to  whom  he  was 
married  August  3,  1864,  and  to  this  union 
seven  children  have  been  born — Albert, 
Charles,  Ida,  Hattie,  Mollie,  Maud  and 
Ruth,  all  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Brand- 
horst  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
April  30,  1843.  Her  first  husband  died 
after  ten  months  of  married  life.  She  had 
one  child  by  her  first  husband — Horace  G., 


who  now  lives  in  this  county.  Mr.  Brand- 
horst  has  been  prosperous  through  life, 
and  now  owns  a  well-cultivated  farm  of 
371  acres  where  he  resides.  His  farm  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  his  resi¬ 
dence  and  other  farm  buildings  are  sub¬ 
stantial  and  comfortable.  Mr.  Brandhorst 
is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
Black  Hawk  Township,  and  since  coming 
here  has  filled  many  of  the  offices.  He 
has  served  several  terms  as  township 
trustee,  and  has  also  served  as  school  di¬ 
rector,  and  was  secretary  of  the  School 
Board  one  year.  He  is  now  serving  as 
township  assessor,  and  as  school  treas¬ 
urer,  holding  the  former  office  five 
years,  and  the  latter  six  years.  Mr. 
Brandhorst  is  an  attendant  and  his  wife 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Mr.  Brandhorst  was  the  eldest  of  thirteen 
children,  all  of  whom  remained  in  Ger¬ 
many  but  our  subject,  his  two  brothers, 
Henry  and  Ernest,  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Rodefeld,  the  last  one  living  in 
Dane  County,  Wisconsin. 


SAIAH  VAN  METRE,  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Waterloo  Tribune , 
is  a  son  of  John  E.  and  Josina 
Van  Metre.  They  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  and  were  married  in  Berke¬ 
ley  County,  in  that  State.  They  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  and  in  1855. 
came  to  Benton  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Van  Metre  died  in  1862.  Mrs.  Van  Metre 
is  yet  living  in  that  county.  Of  eleven 
children  seven  grew  to  bq*adults  and  four 
are  now  living.  Isaiah  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1838,  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  and 
lived  during  most  of  his  boyhood  in  Pick¬ 
away  County.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
until  twenty  years  old,  receiving  a  public- 
school  education.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Cedar 
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II  IS  TOR  V  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


Rapids,  and  after  two  years’  study  he  was 
admitted  to  practice.  Not  having  much  of 
a  taste  for  the  law,  lie  took  charge  of  the 
Vinton  Democrat ,  which  he  ran  a  short  time. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted 
in  the  First  Iowa  Infantry,  and  afterward 
he  joined  an  independent  battery  in  Colo¬ 


rado.  Altogether  he  was  in  the  service 

o 


thirty-eight  months.  He  was  then  vari¬ 
ously  engaged  until  1871,  when  he  em¬ 
barked  once  more  in  journalism,  and  to  this 
he  has  since  devoted  his  time.  lie  was 
married  in  1872  to  Miss  Ellen  l.  Thompson, 
and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren. 

— — 


rHOMAS  POYNER  was  born  in 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  near  Eaton, 
in  1812,  a  son  of  Nathan  Poyner, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in 
1792.  When  he  was  seven  years  old 


the  family  moved  to  Vigo  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In 
1838  he  went  to  Brown  County,  Illinois, 
and  eight  years  later  to  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  five  years.  In  1851  he  and 
his  father  came  to  Black  Hawk  County  and 
settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  on 
Indian  Creek. 


AMES  POYNER,  section  25,  Poy¬ 
ner  Township,  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  Countv, 
Iowa,  since  the  spring  of  1855,  when 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  He 
first  entered  200  acres  of  prairie  and 


forty  acres  of  timber  land,  then  bought 
from  the  Government  two  claims  of  eighty 
acres  each.  On  each  of  the  claims  a  small 
part  had  been  broken,  and  a  log  shanty 
built.  Into  one  of  these  log  houses  he 
moved  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  but 
a  few  months  later  he  built  a  good  log 
house  for  them.  His  present  fine  substan¬ 


tial  stone  house  was  erected  in  i860,  and 
his  barn,  which  is  also  of  stone,  was  built 
the  year  previous.  He  now  owns  400 
acres  where  he  resides,  which  is  now  under 
a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Poyner  was 
born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  May  16,  1819, 
a  son  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  (Johnson)  Poy¬ 
ner.  His  father  was  born  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  in  1791,  a  son  of  Peter  Poyner,  who 
was  also  American  born.  He  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  Georgia,  thence  to 
Preble  County,  Ohio.  His  wife,  Nancy, 
was  born  in  Ohio,  her  father  being  born  in 
America,  but  of  Irish  descent.  She  died 
in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and 
is  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Raymond 
cemetery.  James  Poyner  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  was  married  October  5,  1848,  to 
Sarah  Scott,  a  native  of  Boone  County,  In¬ 
diana,  born  July  2,  1831,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  (VVisehart)  Scott,  natives 
of  Ohio.  Her  father  was  born  March  4, 
1804,  and  when  a  young  man  he  moved  to 
Boone  County,  Indiana,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  He  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in  Linn 
County,  Iowa.  His  wife  died  in  Linn 
County  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  She 
was  of  German  descent.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Poyner  have  been  born  ten  children — Mary 
E.,  born  August  8,  1849,  wife  of  Lewis  Tee¬ 
ter  ;  James  H.,  born  February  4,  1852, 

married  Olive  Dixon,  and  is  living  in  Poy¬ 
ner  Township ;  Sarah  E.,  born  March  22, 

1853,  died  in  Black  Hawk  County,  March 
19,  1858;  Frances  M.,  born  September  12, 

1854,  died  March  12,  1858;  both  children 
dying  of  scarlet  fever ;  Martin  M.,  born 
October  27,  1856,  married  Theresa  Peters, 
and  is  living  in  Barkley  Township,  this 
county;  John  T.,  born  March  30,  1858,  mar¬ 
ried  Annie  Davis  and  is  living  near  Janes¬ 
ville;  Cinderella,  born  January  12,  1862, 
died  March  28,  1862;  Nancy  J.,  born  June 
17,  1863,  wife  of  William  McChane  of 
Spring  Creek  Township;  Boone,  born 
March  24,  1867;  Seymour,  born  June  17, 
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1869.  In  politics  Mr.  Poyner  casts  his  suf¬ 
frage  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  about  thirty 
years,  having  been  director  of  schools  in 
both  Linn  and  Black  Hawk  counties. 


fggllpWIN  F.  MERWIN  was  born  at 
Ornell,  Addison  County,  Ver- 


mont,  May  7,  1834,  a  son  of  Ed- 
jsj^L  win  A.  and  Betsy  (Hubbard)  Merwin, 
X  the  father  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Connecticut,  December  31,  1805,  and 
the  mother  in  Athens,  New  York,  Septem¬ 
ber  26,  1806.  They  were  married  in  Litch¬ 
field  County,  Connecticut,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children — Mary  A.,  now  the 
wife  of  Henry  L.  Howe,  of  South  Canaan, 
Connecticut ;  Lois  Catherine,  deceased ; 
Edwin  F.,  our  subject;  Henry  E.,  of  Jer¬ 
auld  County,  Dakota ;  and  Emily  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  The  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Addison  County,  Vermont, 
in  1829  living  there  six  years,  when  they 
returned  to  Goshen,  Connecticut,  where 
the  father  died  in  1869.  His  widow  mar¬ 
ried  again  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Falls 
Village,  Connecticut.  Her  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Staunton,  of  Salisbury, 
Connecticut,  her  family  being  very  early 
settlers  of  that  State.  Our  subject’s  pater¬ 
nal  great-grandfather  was  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  coming  to  America  and  settling  in 
Connecticut,  where  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born.  Edwin  F.,  was  taken  to 
Connecticut  before  one  year  old,  living 
there  till  1867,  and  in  June  of  that  year 
he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  has  since  resided  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  ten  months  spent  in  Dakota.  He 
was  married  March  1,  1857,  to  Sarah  L. 
Brown,  born  March  8,  1838,  in  Cornwall 
Hollow,  Connecticut,  living  there  till  her 
marriage.  Her  parents,  Stephen  and  Al¬ 
mira  (Abbott)  Brown,  her  father  a  native  of 


Connecticut,  her  mother  a  native  of  Shef¬ 
field,  Massachusetts,  are  now  living  in  W ater- 
loo,  Iowa.  They  had  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Merwin  being  the 
eldest  child.  On  coming  to  Black  Hawk 
County  Mr.Merwin  first  settled  in  Waterloo 
Township  where  he  followed  farming  three 
years.  He  ran  a  saw-mill  in  Waterloo  for 
Daniel  &  Slade,  with  whom  he  was  engaged 
about  seven  years,  and  March  26,  1885,  he 
took  charge  of  the  business  of  Jackson  & 
Brown,  of  Waterloo,  which  was  established 
at  Raymond  at  that  date,  a  branch  of  their 
business  at  Waterloo,  and  is  dealing  in  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  lime,  cement  and  barbed 
wire.  His  family  still  reside  at  Waterloo. 
In  politics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Waterloo. 


W.  JORDAN,  sections  22  and  23, 
IllMr  Washington  Township,  wasborn 
in  Steuben  County,  New  York, 
S*  September  6,  1815,  a  son  of  Mi- 
^  chael  and  Phoebe  (Holabert)  Jor¬ 
dan.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
county  in  1839,  t°  Harriet  Swartout,  who 
was  born  June  29,  1819,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Polly  (Wickson)  Jordan.  He 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in 
July,  1853,  and  settled  in  Washington 
Township  where  he  has  since  lived.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  the  first 
election  held  in  the  township  was  held  at 
his  house.  Mr.  Jordan  and  two  of  his  sons 
were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
serving  gallantly  till  its  close.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jordan  have  had  a  family  of  seven 
children — Henry,  born  August  28,  1839; 
Michael,  November  28,  1841  ;  Joel,  born 
August  25,  1844,  died  June  5,  1863;  Harri¬ 
son,  born  December  25,  1845;  Mary,  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1851;  Josephine,  born  May  8,  1856, 
died  October  13,  i860;  Lewis,  born  Janu- 
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H/STO/n'  OF  ItLACK  1IAWK  COUNT 1 


ary  27,  1860,  died  February  17,  following. 
Henry  was  married  April  1,  i860,  to  Laura 
A.  Berry,  who  was  born  August  8,  1839, 
and  they  have  had  five  children — Milton, 
born  February  15,  1866;  Elvenous,  born 
April  29,  1868,  died  aged  ten  months;  Will¬ 
iam,  born  May  3,  1873;  Joel,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1875,  and  an  infant  born  February 
15,  1878,  and  died  unnamed.  Mr.  Jordan 
is  in  politics  a  Republican.  He  was  the 
first  supervisor  of  Washington,  and  the  first 
assessor  of  Union  and  Washington  town- 
ships.  He  has  also  served  several  terms 
as  township  trustee  and  school  director. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church. 


WW 


ui/l/i££Gj 
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jTgpg&OHN  E.  CARNS,  residing  on  sec- 
%mi  tion  15,  Lester  Township,  was 
born  March  8,  1814,  in  Center 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  re¬ 


mained  till  eighteen  years  of  age. 
His  parents,  John  E.  and  Jane  (Aiken) 
Cams,  were  natives  of  Genessee  County, 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively, 
The  father  was  born  April  11,  1787,  and 
died  October  21,  1814,  his  death  being 
caused  by  his  falling  from  a  tree.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  our  subject  went  with  his 
mother  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  died  October  23,  1854.  Mr.  Cams  was 
married  April  16,  1840,  to  Margaret  Club- 
ine,  daughter  of  John  and  Deborah  (Lemi- 
son)  Clubine.  To  this  union  have  been  bom 
twelve  children — Emily  J.,  bom  February 
20,  1841,  wife  of  A.  B.  Perry;  Robert,  bom 
February  1  8,  1843,  was  a  member  of  the 
Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  killed  by  a 
sharpshooter  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  May 
15,  1864;  James  C.,  bom  October  30,  1844, 
enlisted  in  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  was  wounded  at  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
July  2,  1864,  dying  from  the  effects  of  his 
wounds  at  Chattanooga  Hospital  the  19th 
of  the  following  October;  Margaret  E., 


born  October  1,  1846,  wife  of  Edwin  Jeffer¬ 
son;  John  W.?  born  July  n,  1848,  con¬ 
tracted  consumption  while  in  the  war,  from 
which  he  died  April  4,  1870;  Thomas  A., 
bom  April  16,  1850,  now  living  in  Lester; 
Mary  L.,  bom  May  21,  1852,  died  October 
6,  1856;  Perry  A.,  bom  May  8,  1854,  died 
September  16,  1855  ;  Charles  W.,  bom  July 
19,  1857,  married  and  living  in  Lester; 
Orrin,  born  August  19,  1859,  living  in  Les¬ 
ter;  Loren  W.,born  November  6,  1861,  liv¬ 
ing  at  home,  and  U.  S.  Grant,  bom  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  1864,  living  at  home.  Mr.  Cams 
came  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  June,  1857,  when  he  en¬ 
tered  200  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  it  being  swampy  land,  located  about 
one  mile  north  of  his  present  farm.  On 
this  land  he  made  his  home  till  1880,  when 
he  removed  to  the  place  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
thirty-two  acres  of  good  land  on  section 
15.  Mrs.  Cams’s  brother,  James  C.  Clubine, 
accompanied  them  to  Black  Hawk  County 
in  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cams  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Cams  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  has  served  as  town¬ 
ship  assessor  three  terms,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  four  years. 
Mr.  Clubine,  father  of  Mrs.  Cams,  was 
born  in  Germany,  November  30,  1794,  and 
when  he  was  two  weeks  old  his  parents 
immigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Ithaca, 
New  York.  He  ran  away  from  home  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  did  not  re¬ 
turn  for  three  years.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812  nine  months,  being  stationed  at 
Governor’s  Island,  near  New  York.  On 
leaving  the  army  he  went  to  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there 
married,  remaining  there  several  years,  his 
wife  dying  in  that  county  when  Mrs.  Cams 
was  but  four  years  old.  He  was  again 
married,  and  a  few  months  later  moved  to 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1842  he  re- 
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moved  with  his  family  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  settled 
in  Lester  Township.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a  resident  of  Jesup,  Buchanan 
Count}",  Iowa,  aged  eighty-six  years. 


-H 


§§g§?~ 


[BIATHER  FAIRBROTHER, 
farmer,  section  2,  Washington 
Township,  was  born  October  4, 
1848,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann 
(Thatcher)  Fairbrother,  the  father 
born  in  Broome  County,  New  York, 
January  19,  1803,  and  the  mother  born  in 
Vermont  in  1808,  the  latter  removing  with 
her  parents  to  Broome  County  when  fif¬ 
teen  years  old.  The  father  was  reared  in 
his  native  county,  and  after  becoming  of 
age  he  ran  a  saw-mill  on  the  Susquehannah 
River  for  about  three  years.  He  then 
sold  his  mill,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Broome 
County,  and  was  there  married  in  1826  to 
Mary  Ann  Thatcher.  To  this  union  were 
5$  born  nine  children — Hiram,  born  February 
VfJ  4,  1830,  living  in  Waterloo,  this  county; 
Delia  S.,  born  October  6,  1831,  now  the 

wife  of  Michael  Swank,  of  Butler  County, 
vV  J 

Iowa;  Lydia  A.,  born  December  27,  1833, 

married  Alexander  Frazer,  and  is  now  living 

in  Kansas;  Emma  J.,  born  August  1,  1835, 

deceased  wife  of  William  Garrison  ;  Maria 

44 

A.,  born  August  27,  1837,  wife  of  Harcy 
Scott,  of  Webster  County,  Iowa;  Flora 
E.,  born  January  7,  1839,  married  Lock- 
wood  Johnson,  and  is  living  in  this  town- 
ship;  Annevildia,  born  August  15,  1840, 

k^jk^  t  t  t 

wife  of  Francis  Rother,  of  Sac  City,  Iowa; 
Sarah  C.,  born  May  7,  1843,  wife  of  Julius 
Peck,  of  Wright  County,  Iowa,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  the 
parents  bought  a  small  farm  in  Pennsyl- 
£74  vania,  which  they  soon  after  sold,  and  re- 
moved  to  Jones  County,  Iowa,  in  1847,  buy¬ 
ing  a  farm  there,  on  which  they  resided  four 


years.  They  then  sold  their  farm  and  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Both 
mother  and  father  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  In  politics  the  father  was 
a  Democrat,  and  during  his  life  held  a  few 
local  offices  in  the  township.  Deer  and  wild 
turkey  abounded  here  when  the  Fairbrother 
family  settled  here.  The  family  was  greatly 
bothered  by  the  Sioux  Indians,  who  would 
come  to  the  house  and  lie  on  the  floor  in 
a  drunken  condition,  and  our  subject  re¬ 
members  seeing  the  chief  come  into  the 
house  and  drag  the  drunken  Indians  out. 
He  also  saw  the  head  of  the  Winnebago 
boy  who  was  killed  by  them.  They  had 
the  head  placed  on  a  pole,  and  every  night 
would  dance  around  it.  Mr.  Fairbrother’s 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of 
Janesville,  Iowa.  He  came  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Township  in  May,  1851,  when  he  set¬ 
tled  on  his  present  farm  on  section  2,  where 
he  has  200  acres  of  good  land.  In  politics, 
like  his  father,  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 


ried,  and  since  his  mother’s  death,  which 
occurred  November  15,  1885,  his  niece  has 
kept  house  for  him. 


VVvv 


REDERICK  A.  CARPENTER 
^  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  Sep- 
tember  8,  1842,  a  son  of  Mark  and 


Catherine  Carpenter,  who  were  na- 
^  tives  of  Vermont.  To  his  parents 
were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  four 
survive — Chapin  H.,  who  for  many  years 
has  acted  as  missionary  in  Burmah,  India ; 
Charles  O.,  Frederick  A.  and  Lucius  D. 
Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  States,  and  in  his  youth  received  the 
benefits  of  a  common-school  education. 
During  the  late  Rebellion  he  enlisted, 
August  28,  1862,  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont, 
in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Vermont  In- 
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tantrv,  in  which  company  lie  served  until 
August,  1S63.  He  re-enlisted  in  the  Third 
Battery  of  Vermont  Light  Artillery,  and 


received  an  honorable  discharge  in  June, 


1S65,  having  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  and  siege  of  Petersburg,  lie 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in 
1866,  settling  in  Cedar  Falls  Township, 
where  he  has  since  followed  farming,  and 
by  his  industry  and  good  management  has 
met  with  success,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
132  acres  of  choice  land,  where  he  resides. 
In  politics  Mr.  Carpenter  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  January  3,  1874,  he  was 
married  to  Louisa  Hodapp,  of  Seymour, 
Indiana,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church. 


f  HO  MAS  P.  HATHAWAY,  resid¬ 
ing  on  section  9,  Black  Hawk 
Township,  was  born  i.i  Adams, 


44 

44 
44 
44 

44< 

.... 

_ _ _ _ 


Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts, 
February  24,  1830,  a  descendant  of 
an  old  New  England  family,  of  Eng¬ 
lish  ancestr)'.  His  parents,  Edward  and  Ab¬ 
igail  Hathaway,  died  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Adams,  Massachusetts, where  he  had  lived 
since  he  was  three  years  old.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Zaccheus  Hathaway,  was  born  in 
Berkley,  Massachusetts,  in  1751  and  moved 
to  Adams  in  1790.  His  parents  lived  to¬ 
gether  for  fifty-three  years  when  the  father 
died,  his  death  taking  place  April  25,  1874, 
in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  The  mother 
did  not  long  survive  her  husband,  the  date 
of  her  death  being  September  20,  1875. 
Thomas  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  schools.  He  left  his  home 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  two 
following  years  was  employed  in  a  wagon 
factory.  November  26,  1853,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Amelia  A.  Bryant,  who  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Massachusetts,  June  2, 
1834,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Martin  Bryant, 


deceased.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union— Lawrence  B.,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Reinbeck,  Grundy  County; 
Helen  F.,  died  aged  fourteen  years;  Ar¬ 
thur  P.,  died  aged  nine  years;  Mary  A., 
and  Martin  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway 
were  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  in 
Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts  until  the 
spring  of  1868,  and  in  April  of  the  same 
year  became  residents  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  They  located  at  Cedar 
Falls,  where  they  remained  till  April,  1869, 
when  they  settled  on  their  present  farm, 
which  at  the  time  of  their  settlement  was 
raw  prairie  land,  and  through  the  perse¬ 
vering  industry  of  our  subject,  is  now  a 
finely  improved  farm  of  160  acres,  under 
good  cultivation.  In  township  affairs  Mr. 
Hathaway  has  always  been  prominent,  and 
has  held  almost  all  the  offices  in  the  gift  of 
the  people.  He  has  served  very  accept¬ 
ably  as  trustee,  assessor  and  school  direc¬ 
tor  for  many  years,  and  is  at  present  hold¬ 
ing  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  Mrs. 
Hathaway  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church. 


ESSE  L.  BEALE  was  born  in  Som¬ 
erset  County,  Pennsylvania,  July 
4,  1836,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Lichty)  Beale.  His  parents  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Somer- 


Y  set  County,  living  there  till  their  death. 
They  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  our 
subject  being  the  fifth  child  and  the  only 
one  living  in  this  county.  Our  subject 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  always  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  December  23,  1858,  to  Caroline  Miller, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Somerset,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Miller,  and 
sister  of  Matthias,  William,  Cornelius  and 
Jacob  Miller,  residents  of  Orange  Town- 
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ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beale  followed  farming 
and  dairying  in  their  native  State  very  suc¬ 
cessfully  until  March,  1867,  when  they  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  lived  the 
first  year  on  a  rented  farm  in  Orange  Town¬ 
ship.  In  September,  1868,  they  settled  on 
their  present  farm  on  section  1,  Black 
Hawk  Township,  buying  140  acres  of  land, 
of  which  eighty  acres  had  been  cultivated, 
and  on  it  a  small  house  had  been  erected. 
Mr.  Beale  brought  with  him  to  this  county 
a  capital  of  $3,000,  and  is  now  counted  one 
of  the  most  substantial  farmers  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  His  home  farm  now  contains  235 
acres  of  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
which  he  devotes  largely  to  stock-raising. 
His  building  improvements  are  excellent, 
and  he  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts 
necessary  to  a  good  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beale  are  earnest  members  of  the  German 
Baptist  church.  They  have  a  family  of 
seven  children — Naomi,  born  June  29, 
1861,  was  married  March  16,  1886,  to  Henry 
N.  Butterfield,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Harvey, 
born  March  6,  1864;  Marcellus,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  1 6,  1866;  Abigail,  born  September  13, 
1867;  Sarah,  born  September  11,  1869- 
Walter,  born  April  12,  1874,  and  Charles, 
born  June  13,  1878.  In  politics  Mr.  Beale 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  mat¬ 
ters,  and  much  of  his  time  has  served  as 
trustee  and  director  of  schools,  and  is  at 
present  serving  in  the  latter  position. 


ILLIAM  H.  PETTIT,  physician 
and  surgeon,  residing  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Boone 
County,  Illinois,  September  3, 1850, 
a  son  of  Daniel  B.  and  Elizabeth 
M.  Pettit,  his  father  being  formerly 
principal  of  the  Belvidere  Academy,  of  Bel- 
videre,  Boone  County.  He  was  reared  to 
maturity  in  his  native  county,  receiving 
good  educational  advantages,  and  after 
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completing  his  education  he  taught  in  a 
public  school  for  a  short  time.  After  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  in  1874  graduated  from  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois.  Soon  after  graduating  he  came  to 
Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  in  his  chosen  profession  has  built  up 
a  large  practice,  and  has  secured  an  envi¬ 
able  reputation  as  a  skillful  practitioner. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Hahnemann  State 
Medical  Society,  and  is  president  of  the 
Cedar  Valley  Homeopathic  Medical  So¬ 
ciety.  Politically  he  casts  his  suffrage  with 
the  Republican  party.  For  his  wife  he 
married  Miss  Emma  Glasner,  of  Belvidere, 
Illinois,  a  lady  much  respected  by  all  who 
know  her. 

*®f: ENNIS  O’KEEFFE,  residing  on 
jP  section  2,  Poyner  Township,  is  a 
^(0~v^  native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland, 
born  about  the  year  1840.  When  he 
was  quite  )^oung  his  father  died, 
leaving  his  widow  with  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Dennis  was  the  seventh 
child.  Thus  he  was  in  early  life  obliged  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  in 
his  youth  went  over  to  England  and  there 
learned  the  trade  of  a  bricklayer  which  he 
followed  about  nine  years.  October  20, 1 868, 
he  was  married  to  Ann  Carroll,  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Bessie  (Mahoney)  Carroll,  who 
are  both  deceased.  Although  a  native  of 
Ireland,  Mrs.  O’Keeffe  was  reared  princi¬ 
pally  in  England  at  the  home  of  her  sister. 
After  their  marriage  they  came  to  America, 
and  the  same  year,  1868,  settled  at  Raymond, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  has  since 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  but  since  May  28,  1885,  he  has  been 
at  home  recruiting  his  health,  intending  to 
resume  his  Avork  on  the  railroad  at  an  early 
date.  In  1873  he  bought  a  farm  here  which 
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he  sold  about  five  years  later,  then  bon  ght 
his  present  farm  on  section  2,  which  con¬ 
tains  thirty-seven  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  also  owns  eighty  acres  on  section  12, 
which  he  purchased  in  1871.  Mr.  O’Keeffe 
has  always  been  an  industrious,  hardwork¬ 
ing  man,  and  through  his  own  efforts  he 
has  accumulated  his  present  property.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church. 


AMUEL  GARNER  was  born  in 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  July  27, 
1 823,  and  when  a  child  his  parents 
moved  to  Indiana  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Delaware 
Count}7.  When  he  was  nineteen 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  HoAvard 
County,  Indiana,  and  in  1853  he  came  with 
them  to  Franklin  County,  Iowa.  The  par¬ 
ents  a  few  years  later  removed  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Iowa, 
where  the  father  died,  in  Bremer  County, 
the  mother  dying  at  Shell  Rock,  Butler 
County,  this  State.  Samuel  commenced  life 
for  himself  in  Howard  County,  working  at 
the  shoemaker’s  trade  which  he  had  previ¬ 
ously  learned.  He  has  made  farming  his 
principal  avocation  through  life  his  first 
purchase  of  land  being  eighty  acres  in 
Howard  County,  which  he  obtained  from 
the  Government.  He  worked  at  his  trade 
day  and  night  till  he  had  his  land  paid  for, 
when  he  commenced  to  improve  his  land, 
on  which  he  built  a  log  house.  He  was 
married  in  Howard  County  in  June,  1845, 
to  Charity  Moon,  her  parents,  Richard  and 
Sarah  (Hockett)'Moon,  dying  when  she  was 
very  young.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  but  was  reared  and  married  in 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Garner 
was  born  December  22,  1829,  her  mother 
a  native  of  South  Carolina.  Her 


being 


parents  finally  settled  in  Howard  County, 
Indiana,  where  they  lived  till  their  death. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garner  have  been  born 
eight  children — Winnie  married  Henry 
Sturm,  of  Finchford,  Black  Hawk  County. 
Amos  married  Esther  Sevell,  and  is  living 
in  Waverly,  Bremer  County,  Iowa;  Thomas 
married  Mary  A.  Gonis  and  is  living  in 
Mills  County,  Iowa;  James  M.  married 
Phila  Foster,  living  in  Finchford;  Isaac  F., 
at  home;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Enoch  Boyd,  of 
Finchford;  Justus  M.  married  Rachel 
Sharp  and  is  living  in  Finchford;  and  Lucy 
J.,  wife  of  William  J.  Ballentine,  of  Union 
township.  Samuel  Garner  was  born  in  the 
same  house  as  his  father,  and  is  of  English 
descent.  His  grandfather,  John  Jones, 
immigrated  to  New  York  from  England  in 
an  early  day,  and  was  a  Quartermaster  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Samuel  Garner 
was  a  son  of  Job  Garner  and  a  grandson  of 
Henry  Garner.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  church.  He  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Union  Township, 
Black  Hawk  County,  where  he  is  the 
of  130  acres  of  land  on  sections  8 


owner 
and  9. 


OHN  P.  ALBERT,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-dealer  of  East 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York, 
March  2,  1856,  the  eldest  son  of  Ja_ 


cob  P.  and  Flora  D.  (Beckstine)  Albert. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, 
born  in  December,  1818.  He  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  was 
married  in  1854.  After  his  marriage  he 
settled  in  Rensselaer  County,  New  York, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1857  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa.  He  first  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  in  Mount 
Vernon  Township.  On  coming  to  Albany, 
New  York,  he  had  but  2  cents,  and  for 
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a  time  endured  many  hardships  and  priva¬ 
tions.  He  soon  obtained  work  on  a  farm 
and  for  the  winter  obtained  $3  per  month, 
his  wages  being  increased  to  $10  during 
the  following  summer.  He  reared  a  family 
of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
He  is  now  making  his  home  with  his  son, 
John  P.,  who  is  now  living  in  Waterloo. 
John  P.,  our  subject,  passed  his  youth  in  at¬ 
tending  the  common  schools,  and  in  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  on  the  farm,  he  remaining 
with  his  parents  till  seventeen  y ears  of  age. 
He  then  left  his  home  and  began  working 
for  a  farmer  with  whom  he  remained  six 
^ears.  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  had 
enough  money  saved  to  purchase  eighty 
acres  of  land.  He  has  met  with  ex¬ 
cellent  success  in  his  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  has  added  to  his  first  purchase 
till  he  now  owns  440  acres  of  choice  land. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  raising  hogs 
and  dealing  in  cattle.  He  is  still  extensively 
engaged  in  the  cattle  trade,  owning  a  large 
cattle  ranch  in  the  West.  Mr.  Albert  was 
married  in  February,  1882,  to  Miss  Jeenie 
L.  Leeper,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jacob 
W.  and  Matilda  (Ford)  Leeper.  They  have 
two  children — Rosa  L.  and  Harry  P. 


-V5’ 


EoHN  TENNYSON,  section  24, 
%.  Washington  Township,  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  June  21, 
1826,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Allen)  Tennyson,  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  where  they  spent  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  June  7,1873,  aged  eighty  years, 
and  the  mother  May  4,  1877,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  They  had  a  family  of  eight 
children — Allyan,  Fannie,  John,  William, 
Fannie,  Robert,  George  and  David,  of 
whom  John,  William  and  David  are  the 
only  ones  living.  John  Tennyson  came  to 
America  in  1844,  and  lived  in  Michigan  till 
1853,  when,  in  August,  he  came  to  Iowa 
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HOMAS  B.  DOXEY,  residing  on 
section  29,  Cedar  Township,  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Black  Hawk  County  since  May, 
1855,  and  since  that  date  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  many  wonderful  changes 
which  have  taken  place.  Mr.  Doxey  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  August  17, 
1820,  a  son  of  Biscoe  S.  and  Eliza  (Good) 
Doxey,  the  father  born  in  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Maryland,  and  the  mother  a  native 
of  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  Of  their  nine 
children,  Thomas  B.  was  the  fifth  child. 
His  father  was  a  sailing  master  in  the 
United  States  navy,  entering  the  service  in 
his  youth,  and  serving  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Under  his  direction  the  fortress  at  Sierre 
Leon,  Africa,  was  built.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  on  the  retired  list,  holding 
the  rank  of  receiving  master.  Thomas  B. 
Doxey  was  reared  on  a  farm.  His  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  were  very  limited  but 
his  studious  habits,  keen  observation,  and 
retentive  memory  have  made  up  for  his 
lack  of  education,  and  fitted  him  for  the 
duties  of  his  life.  His  father  died  about 
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and  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Black 
Hawk  County.  He  has  been  a  prominent 
man  of  his  township  and  has  served  in 
several  official  capacities,  notabl)T  clerk, 
trustee,  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  di¬ 
rector.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  was  married  July  4,  1847,  1°  Loretta 
Bi dwell,  who  died  in  Michigan.  March  9, 
1853,  he  married  Matilda  Kelly,  daughter 
of  James  and  Catherine  (Croy)  Kelly.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Canada  in  1812,  and  died 
in  1843.  Her  mother  was  born  in  San¬ 
dusky,  Ohio,  in  1812,  and  died  July  2,  1845. 
They  had  a  famly  of  five  children — Sarah 
J.,  Charles  W.,  Matilda,  Ellen  and  Eliza. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tennyson  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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1S27,  leaving  his  mother  with  eight  chil¬ 


dren,  the  eldest  being  but  twelve  years  of 
age.  From  seven  years  of  age  he  was 
reared  by  his  uncle,  Samuel  Hesten,  with 
whom  he  remained  till  twenty-seven  years 
of  age.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  was 
taken  by  his  uncle  to  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
thence  to  Clinton  County,  and  when  thir¬ 
teen  years  old  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana. 
In  1847  h is  mother  settled  in  Wayne 
County  when  he  went  to  live  with  her, 
taking  charge  of  the  family.  Mr.  Doxey 
was  married  October  27,  1847,  to  Margaret 
Henry,  born  in  Lewis  County,  New  York, 
December  27,  1825,  daughter  of  William 
and  Anna  (Alexander)  Henry,  who  were 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  From  Lewis 
County  her  parents  went  to  Niagara 
County,  New  York,  where  her  father  died. 
Her  mother  spent  her  last  years  with  her 
son,  Loren  Henry,  in  Columbia  County, 
Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Henry’s  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  her  grand¬ 
father,  Captain  Nathaniel  Alexander,  was 
an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doxey  have  six  children — 
Ella,  wife  of  William  O.  Boya,  of  O’Brien 
County,  Iowa;  May,  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Edwards;  Ida,  wife  of  Jacob  Geist,  of  East 
Waterloo  Township;  Della  Close,  residing 
in  Cedar  Township;  Loren  and  William,  at 
home.  Their  granddaughter,  Alice  Ed¬ 
wards,  born  January  31,  1871,  has  had  her 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doxey  since  eight 
years  of  age.  The  first  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Doxey,  in  Cedar  Township,  was  in  a  log 
cabin  near  the  mouth  of  Miller’s  Creek. 
After  living  there  a  year  they  moved  to 
section  20,  and  commenced  improving  their 
160-acre  farm.  August  6,  1862,  Mr.  Doxey 
enlisted  in  Compairy  C,  Thirty-second  Iowa 
Infantry,  serving  in  the  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps.  He  participated  in  twenty-seven 
skirmishes  and  battles  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  Tupelo,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo¬ 
bile  and  Nashville.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
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charged  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  August  6,  1864, 
on  account  of  disability,  and  now  receives 
a  pension.  Mr.  Doxey  has  bought  and 
sold  several  farms  in  Black  Hawk  County. 
He  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1869, 
which  is  pleasantly  located  adjoining  the 
village  plat  of  Washburn,  and  only  a  few 
rods  east  of  the  railway  station  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad.  His  farm  contains  160  acres  of 
well-cultivated  land,  and  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings  were  erected  with  a  view 
to  comfort  and  convenience.  Mr.  Doxey 
also  owns  a  building  near  the  depot,  which 
he  has  rented  for  a  restaurant.  Mr.  Doxey, 
in  politics,  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  a 
prominent  man  in  the  councils  of  his  party. 
Mrs.  Doxey,  Loren  and  Della  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Doxey, 
although  not  connected  with  any  church, 
gives  liberally  of  his  means  to  all,  helping 
all  good  works.  The  first  religious  serv¬ 
ices  held  in  this  township  were  at  his 
house,  in  1857,  and  also  the  first  school, 
which  was  organized  the  same  year  with 
but  eight  pupils.  Mr.  Doxey 4s  brother, 
Biscoe  Doxey,  now  lives  in  Waterloo,  this 
county.  He  has  four  sisters  living,  all 
widows — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Haines,  of  Ne¬ 
braska;  Mrs.  Mary  Barker  and  Mrs.  Susan 
D.  Bush,  both  residents  of  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  Sarah  Jane  Harlan,  in  Harlan 
City,  Kansas. 

AMES  B.  EDWARDS  was  born  in 
Rappahannock  County,  Virginia, 
March}  1 1,  1839,  a  son  °f  John  and 
Sarah  (Corley)  Edwards.  His  father 
died  October  7,  1840,  and  his  mother 
September  18,  1842,  thus  leaving  him 
at  the  age  of  three  years  an  orphan.  He 
was  taken  into  the  family  of  Thomas  Po}r 
ner  and  was  reared  by  him,  accompanying 
him  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1851. 
He  enlisted  August  8,  1862,  in  Company  C, 
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Thirty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  till 
June  18,  1865.  He  was  married  July  1, 
1885,  to  Lena  Sherman,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  New  York,  born  September  3,  1853, 
daughter  of  J.  P.  and  Keziah  (Spicer)  Sher¬ 
man.  Mr.  Edwards  has  served  his  district 
as  school  treasurer. 
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EORGE  H.  BOEHMLER,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Boehmler 
K  &  Thompson,  hardware  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cedar  Falls,  was  born  in 
Lyons,  New  York,  August  19,  1837, 
a  son  of  George  H.  and  Elizabeth 
Boehmler,  the  latter  dying  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  an  infant.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  and  received  a  fair  common- 
school  education.  He  began  life  for  him¬ 
self  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  entering  a  dry- 
goods  store  as  clerk,  at  Lyon,  where  he 
was  engaged  about  three  years.  In  1858 
he  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  for  a 
short  time  clerked  in  a  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment  at  this  place.  In  1862  he  engaged 
in  the  grain  business  with  J.  T.  Knapp, 
with  whom  he  was  associated  under  the 
firm  name  of  G.  H.  Boehmler  &  Co.  for 
several  years.  In  1870  he  established  a 
lumber  yard  at  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  depot 
acting  as  agent  for  Lamb,  Byng  &  Co. 
of  Clinton,  in  which  capacity  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  ten  years,  doing  a  large  and 
successful  business.  He  established  his 
present  business  in  the  spring  of  1881,  and 
shortly  after  admitted  Josiah  Thompson  as 
partner,  thus  forming  the  present  firm  of 
Boehmler  &  Thompson,  and  by  their  oblig¬ 
ing  manner  and  close  attention,  their  trade 
has  steadily  increased,  and  they  have  now 
a  well-established  business.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Boehmler  is  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  now  serving  his  sixth  year  as  deputy 
county  collector,  and  has  also  served  as 
city  councilman.  He  is  the  present  effi¬ 
cient  secretary  of  Cedar  Falls  Building, 


Loan  and  Saving  Association.  He  is  a* 
member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Mr.  Boehmler  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elizabeth  Seligman,  of  Lyons,  New  York, 
in  October,  1856. 


OHN  DOBSON,  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Ire¬ 
land,  January  8,  1810.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  left  his  native 
o  untry,  and  immigrated  to  America 
landing  at  Quebec.  He  remained  near 
Lake  Champlain  nearly  four  years,  when 
he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Fairfield 
County,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  about  fifteen  years.  He  then  spent 
two  }^ears  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana, 
and  in  July,  1854,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
at  once  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which 
at  that  time  was  unbroken  prairie.  He 
made  a  tent  of  his  wagon  cover  in  which 
his  family  lived  till  he  had  built  his  log 
house,  and  commenced  to  improve  his  farm. 
After  living  in  his  log  house  nine  years  he 
built  a  better  residence,  where  he  still  lives. 
His  first  purchase  was  eighty  acres  of 
prairie  and  twenty-three  acres  of  timbered 
land,  and  by  his  untiring  industry  and 
economy  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  orig¬ 
inal  purchase  till  he  owned  300  acres.  He 
has  at  present  183  acres  of  finety  cultivated 
land,  and  his  barns  and  out  buildings  are 
well  arranged.  He  was  married  before 
leaving  Ireland  to  Miss  Ann  Webster,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living — Thomas, William,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  wife  of  E.  P.  Streeter.  Mr.  Dobson 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Emily 
Good,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  seven  children — 
Amos,  Alice,  John,  Wesley,  Abram,  Eunice 
and  Francis.  John  is  at  home  with  his 
parents  and  has  the  management  of  the 
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HtSTORY  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


farm.  The  two  younger  brothers  are  at 
school.  Mr.  Dobson,  when  he  landed  in 
America,  had  but  one  sovereign  in  his 
pocket,  but  owing  to  his  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  temperate  habits  lie  is  to-day  com¬ 
fortably  settled  in  life.  In  politics  Mr.  Dob¬ 
son  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


ACKERSON  TAYLOR 
was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Ugpft*  VV  ashington  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County,  having  located  here 
May  i,  1853.  Mr.  Taylor  was  born 
June  29,  1807,  in  Bergen  County, 


New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared,  receiv¬ 
ing  as  good  an  education  as  the  schools  of 
that  early  day  afforded.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  natural  taste  lor  his  trade,  followed 
it  successfully.  He  was  married  April  17, 
1828,  to  Miss  Abbie  A.  Woodroof.  His 
father  then  gave  him  300  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  added  200  acres,  and  hiring  a 
man  to  work  his  farm  he  followed  his  trade 
in  Warwick,  seven  miles  from  his  home,  and 
twenty  miles  from  New  York,  the  latter 
place  being  their  market  town.  In  1820  he 
was  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Home  Guards. 
He  was  of  a  very  energetic  and  enthusias¬ 
tic  disposition,  and  was  fond  of  adventure. 
A  gentleman  friend  of  his,  owning  a  flour¬ 
mill  and  a  small  farm,  and  wishing  to  retire 
from  active  business,  offered  Mr.  Taylor 
his  entire  property  for  the  small  sum  of 
$5,000.  He  having  no  experience,  however, 
in  this  branch  of  business,  was  persuaded 
not  to  purchase,  when  the  property  was 
sold  to  a  man  for  $10,000  who,  one  year 
later,  sold  it  for  $90,000.  In  1838  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  decided  to  go  West  on  a  prospecting 
tour,  going  on  horseback  to  Indiana,  rail¬ 
roads  not  being  in  existence  at  that  time. 
Returning  home  nine  weeks  later  he  tried 
to  inspire  his  wife  with  the  same  spirit  of 


adventure  as  himself  but  she  much  pre¬ 
ferred  the  old  pleasant  home  near  relatives 
and  friends  to  a  cabin  in  the  wilderness 
with  Indians  for  neighbors.  Mr.  Taylor 
being  perfectly  infatuated  with  the  Western 
country  his  wife  at  last  consented  to  go 
with  him,  and  at  the  last  of  February,  1838, 
they  started  with  one  wagon  well  stored 
with  furniture  and  household  goods,  and  a 
carriage  for  the  family,  which  then  con¬ 
sisted  of  three  children — James  H.,  Hattie, 
and  Eliza,  who  was  then  twelve  months  old. 
Although  the  weather  was  extremely  cold 
they  were  comfortable  and  only  stopped 
to  warm  once  in  going  the  entire  distance  ol 
2,000  miles.  Mr.  Taylor  located  with  his 
family  on  Weesaw  Creek,  in  Miami  County, 
early  in  the  spring  of  1838.  He  settled 
there  on  550  acres,  part  of  which  he  had 
purchased  and  the  remainder  he  had  en¬ 
tered  from  the  Government,  and  as  no  lum¬ 
ber  could  be  obtained  in  that  vicinity  he 
built  a  saw-mill  which  he  operated  by  water¬ 
power  for  five  years.  Later  he  built  a  flour 
mill,  and  two  cabins  for  the  millers’  families. 
The  neighbors’  cabins  were  few  and  far 
between.  After  building  his  first  cabin 
Mr.  Taylor  began  looking  for  provisions 
for  his  family,  and  after  many  difficulties 
he  found  a  few  stores  at  Logansport,  Indi¬ 
ana,  where  he  purchased  six  hams,  a  barrel 
of  hour  and  some  other  groceries,  and  after 
traveling  about  fifty  miles  he  found  a  cow 
which  he  bought  for  $60.  After  getting 
his  saw-mill  ready  for  operation,  having 
done  most  of  the  work  himself,  he  sent  for 
his  nephew  in  New  York  to  operate  it.  In 
1847  the  spirit  of  adventure  again  took  pos¬ 
session  of  him,  and  he  determined  to  go  to 
Oregon,  but  his  family  would  not  consent. 
His  eldest  son,  James  Henry  was  taken 
very  ill  about  this  time,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  and  five  months,  his  death 
ending  all  Mr.  Taylor’s  enterprise  for  a 
short  time.  He  then  rented  his  mills  and 
farm  and  went  to  Logansport  where  he 
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bought  a  hotel,  a  store  well  stocked  with 
groceries  and  dry-goods,  and  a  freight  boat 
which  ran  between  Logansport  and  Toledo, 
Ohio,  this  boat  being  used  to  dispose  of  his 
produce  profitably,  and  also  some  freight 
for  the  neighboring  merchants.  In  the 
spring  of  1853  he  again  took  a  relapse  of 
the  far  West  fever,  in  an  epidemic  form 
when  he  sold  his  hotel,  store  and  boat  and 
moved  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  en¬ 
tering  560  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
Township,  from  the  Government,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  on  sections  2  and  3, 
and  after  erecting  his  dwelling  he  brought 
his  family,  part  of  the  way  by  railroad,  com¬ 
pleting  the  journey  by  team.  The  farm  is 
located  between  two  rivers,  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  each,  the  Shell  Rock  on  the  south, 
and  the  Cedar  River  011  the  northeast.  In 
the  spring  of  1854  he  built  a  steam  saw-mill 
by  the  Shell  Rock  River,  purchasing  the 
machinery  for  it  at  Cincinnati,  had  it  ship¬ 
ped  by  the  Mississippi  River  to  Dubuque, 
coming  the  rest  of  the  way,  100  miles,  by 
team.  Dubuque  was  the  nearest  town  to 
buy  provisions,  or  for  almost  any  trading ; 
neither  flour  nor  lumber  could  be  bought 
any  nearer.  In  1862  Mr.  Taylor  built  a 
toll  bridge  over  the  Cedar  River  opposite 
Janesville.  He  sold  his  mill  and  took  charge 
of  the  bridge  for  twelve  months  when  he 
sold  it  to  the  county  for  $14,000,  providing 
that  the  county  would  keep  a  bridge  there 
for  all  time  to  come.  This  bridge  cost  him 
$3,600.  In  connection  with  attending  to 
the  bridge  Mr.  Taylor  also  looked  after 
his  farm  which  was  then  partly  under  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  sold  his  farm  in  1874  to  his 
son-in-law,  J.  A.  Godfrey,  and  moved  to 
Janesville  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  where  he  has  fourteen  acres  of  land. 
He  also  purchased  another  farm  of  220 
acres  east  of  Janesville.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
elected  county  surveyor  when  he  first 
came  to  Iowa,  and  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  four  years  after  coming  here. 


He  also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  fifteen  years  in  New  Jersey,  and 
seven  years  while  living  in  Indiana,  and  was 
county  surveyor  in  Indiana  for  eight  years. 
He  has  been  in  poor  health  for  the  past 
sixteen  years,  and  for  eight  years  has  been 
blind.  He  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
his  wife  October  28,  1868.  He  was  again 
married  May  6,  1869,  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Keeler,  her  father  being  an  Episcopalian 
minister  living  in  Connecticut.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  eight  children,  the  first  three 
born  in  New  Jerse)q  and  the  rest  in  Indi¬ 
ana — James  Henry,  born  February  26,  1830, 
deceased ;  Hattie  M.,  born  October  20, 
1833  ;  Jane  E.,  born  August  5,  1835  ;  John 
Aaron,  born  February  24,1839;  Salvestus, 
born  May  8,  1842;  Abbie  A.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1843;  Zachariah,  born  January  30, 
1847,  the  same  year  that  his  cousin,  Zachary 
Taylor,  was  elected  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  whom  he  was  named,  and 
Mary  A.,  born  June  24,  1850,  wife  of  Charles 
Holt  Leech.  John  A.  has  been  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  to  Eliza  Incoesal,  April  10,  1861, 

and  to  Miss  Maggie  Woodroof,  February 
10,  1867.  Hattie  M.  was  married  in  Logans¬ 
port,  May  6,  1852,  and  October  1,  1852, 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  she  was 
left  a  widow  June  6,  1871.  She  was  again 
married,  to  James  A.  Godfrey,  of  Jones- 
burgh,  Missouri,  and  in  1872  moved  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  September  15, 
1874,  came  to  Iowa  and  bought  the  old 
homestead  of  her  father,  Mr.  Ta}dor  allow¬ 
ing  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Godfrey,  her  dowry 
in  the  purchase  of  the  farm,  he  having  given 
to  each  of  his  children  on  their  marriage 
160  acres  of  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godfrey 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  Jennie  Amelia  Godfrey, 
who  was  born  in  Sangamon,  Michigan, 
March  8,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  H. 

Mitchel.  She  is  now  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  George  Godfrey,  father  of  James 
Godfrey,  was  born  February  23,  1800,  in 
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H1STORT  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


Nottinghamshire,  England,  and  was  there 
married  May  19,  1824,  to  Mary  Ostic,  of 
the  same  shire,  and  to  them  were  born  nine 
children.  Their  eldest  daughter  died  in 
infancy,  and  one  son.  Their  children  liv¬ 
ing  are — Mary  A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
England  June  4,  1824,  married  Rev.  G. 
Smith,  of  Jonesburgh,  Missouri;  George, 
born  November  11,  1828,  living  in  Texas; 
Edward,  born  in  1832,  living  near  San  Jose, 
California;  William  O.,  born  September 
20,  1834,  living  in  Waverly,  Iowa;  John 
W.,  born  December  9,  1836,  living  in  Mis¬ 
souri;  Henry  H.,  born  June  19,  1839,  manu- 
facturerof  farm  implements  at  Jonesburgh, 
Missouri,  and  James  A.,  born  April  2,  1842. 
Father  Godfrey  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  England  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  and  served  seven 
years.  He  was  working  for  himself  at  his 
trade  in  the  town  of  Uckney,  England, 
when  Lord  Byron  died  and  was  buried  in 
that  village,  the  burial  services  being  held 
in  a  church  there.  Mr.  Godfrey  came  with 
his  family  to  America  in  1830,  and  lived  the 
first  six  years  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
moving  to  St.  Louis  in  1838,  and  from  there 
to  near  Jonesburgh,  Missouri,  in  1841,  where 
his  wife  died  February  7,  1879,  a*ter  a  mar- 
ried  life  of  fifty-eight  years.  Since  his  wife’s 
death  he  has  made  his  home  with  his  son, 
J.  A.  Godfrey.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for 
filtv-eight  years,  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  has  never 
been  sick  but  once  during  his  life.  His 
father  was  one  of  John  Wesley’s  first  con¬ 
verts  in  England. 

_ 


ASPER  KALLENBACH,  son  of 
Conrad  and  Margaretta  Kallen- 
bach,  was  born  in  Germany,  April 
27,  1835.  He  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country  till  his  eighteenth  year 
when  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York.  He  first  lo¬ 


cated  in  Wisconsin,  in  which  State  he  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  about  nine  years,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dorothy 
Romheld.  Six  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
them  are  living — Mary,  Annie,  Lizzie,  Sa¬ 
rah,  Teckla  and  George,  two  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters,  Sarah  and  Lizzie,  being  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  Mr.  Kallenbach  left  Wis¬ 
consin  with  his  family  in  1864,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls.  Mr.  Kal¬ 
lenbach  is  now  engaged  in  gardening,  and 
is  meeting  with  success  in  his  chosen  avo¬ 
cation.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  German  Evangelical  church,  and  are 
much  respected  throughout  the  township. 
In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Kallenbach  af¬ 
filiates  with  the  Republican  party.  In  all 
enterprises  pertaining  to  the  good  of  his 
county  our  subject  takes  an  active  inter¬ 
est,  and  gives  his  influence  in  promoting  the 
same. 

ILLIAM  WATERFIELD  was 
born  in  Morris  County,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  May  4,  1828.  I11  his  youth 

■  he  worked  on  a  farm,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  private  school  of 
Joseph  McCord  at  Hackettstown,  and 
also  attended  the  academy  a  year.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  the  city  ol 
Newark,  and  worked  two  years  at  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  He  then  returned  to 
Morris  County  and  worked  one  summer  at 
smithing.  In  the  fall  of  1848  he  and  his 
brother  bought  three  acres  of  timber  land 
for  $140,  and  the  following  winter  cut  the 
timber  and  sold  it  for  $450.  The  next  sea¬ 
son  they  rented  a  farm  and  with  their 
profits  from  crops  and  timber  bought  a 
small  farm  near  Johnsonsburg,  Warren 
County.  His  father  died  in  April,  1849, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1850,  with  his  mother 
and  brother,  he  moved  to  the  farm.  They 
remained  together  two  years  when,  his 
brother  being  dissatisfied,  he  bought  his 
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interest  and  carried  on  the  farm  alone. 
Being  in  his  twenty-third  year  and  feeling 
the  need  of  companionship,  he  was  married 
January  29,  1851,  to  Mercy  H.  VanSyckle, 
who  was  born  in  Warren  County,  New 
Jersey,  August  9,  1827,  her  parents  being 
natives  of  the  same  county.  Her  mother’s 
maiden  name  was  Catharine  Green.  In  the 
spring  of  1856  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved 
to  Iowa  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
the  then  sparsely  settled  county  of  Black 
Hawk.  He  lived  during  the  summer  in  a 
little  shanty,  without  door  or  window,  and 
used  a  canvas-covered  wagon  box  for  a 
bedroom.  In  the  fall  he  built  a  small  house, 
moving  into  it  in  October.  The  following 
winter  was  extremely  cold  and  the  house 
being  unfinished  their  sufferings  were  in¬ 
tense.  The  bedclothes  were  often  covered 
with  ice  -in  the  morning,  the  air  being  so 
cold  that  the  moisture  from  their  breaths 
congealed.  June  10,  1858,  Mr.  Waterfield 
and  his  wife  and  child  left  Iowa  to  return 
to  New  Jersey,  with  a  horse  and  wagon. 
They  went  direct  to  Illinois  and  stopped  at 
different  points  in  that  State,  where  he  lect¬ 
ured  on  phrenology.  August  9  they  left 
Illinois  and  reached  his  brother’s  house  in 
Warren  County,  New  Jersey,  September 
20.  On  their  way  through  Indiana,  Ohio, 
West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  they  had 
a  fine  opportunity  of  seeing  the  country, 
meeting  with  new  and  interesting  people 
and  objects,  and  thus  gaining  a  fund  of 
knowledge  not  otherwise  to  be  learned. 
They  remained  in  New  Jersey  until  the 
spring  of  1859  when  they  returned  to  Iowa, 
and  the  following  summer  Mrs.  Waterfield 
was  taken  sick  and  died  December  30,  1859, 
leaving  one  son,  Henry  D.,  who  was  born 
October  23,  1852,  and  died  February-  8, 
1874.  An  infant  daughter,  Catherine,  was 
born  September  18,  1859,  and  died  two 
days  before  the  mother.  September  11, 
i860,  Mr.  Waterfield  married  Nancy  P. 
Hughes,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born 


March  2,  1838.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  the  same  State  and  there  her  father  died. 
Her  mother  died  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa. 
She  came  to  Iowa  in  1856.  In  June,  1865, 
Poyner  Creek  reached  its  highest  water 
mark.  It  commenced  raining  one  evening 
and  rained  hard  all  night.  In  the  morning, 
about  daylight,  Mr.  Waterfield  thought  he 
heard  running  water  and  jumping  out  of 
bed  he  landed  in  water  a  foot  deep,  which 
gradually  rose  until  it  reached  the  bed. 
He  moved  his  family  up  stairs,  when,  on 
going  to  the  window,  he  saw  a  building,  in 
which  was  stored  a  quantity  of  grain, wood, 
his  wagon,  sled,  harness  and  farm  imple¬ 
ments,  floating  down  the  stream.  His 
wagon  and  some  of  the  larger  articles  were 
recovered,  but  the  rest  were  lost.  The 
next  year  he  commenced  building  a  stone 
house,  on  high  ground,  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  his  land,  doing  most  of  the  stone 
and  carpenter  work  himself,  moving  into  it 
in  the  fall  of  1867.  He  used  it  as  a  board¬ 
ing-house  and  hotel  six  years.  Mrs.  Water- 
field  received  injuries  April  13,  1880,  from 
the  effect  of  which  she  died  April  20,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children — George  C.,  born  July 
12,  1862,  and  Mary  E.,  born  April  26,  1865. 
December  30,  1880,  Mr.  Waterfield  mar¬ 
ried  Celia  (Nichols)  Johnston,  who  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  December  10, 
1842,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  locating  in  Waterloo.  She 
was  married  to  William  Johnston,  October 
20,  1864,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren — George  E.,  Willard  C.  and  Telena 
E.  Mr.  Johnston  died  June  14,  1874.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  died 
in  Illinois.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Rhoda  Hall,  was  born  December 
17,  1803,  and  is  still  living,  being  now  in 
the  eighty-third  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waterfield  have  one  child — Maud  M., 
born  November  27,  1884.  Mr.  Waterfield 
has  served  his  township  two  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  one  year  as  assessor,  and 
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three  years  as  school  director.  Previous 
to  the  war  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Methodist  church  and  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man.  He  occasionally  lectured  on 
temperance,  slavery  and  politics,  his  first 
political  speech  being  made  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  lie  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  a  strong 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  Henry  Waterfield,  father  of 
William  Waterfield,  was  born  in  Leicester, 
England,  December  22,  1768.  In  his  youth 
he  worked  with  his  father  dressing  and  lay¬ 
ing  stone,  and  subsequently  went  to  Lon¬ 
don  and  worked  at  the  candle-maker’s 
trade,  lie  came  to  America  in  1796,  land¬ 
ing  in  New  York,  July  8.  From  there  he 
went  to  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  married  Ann  Guy,  a  widow.  He 
soon  after  moved  to  Belvidere,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  in  1819  to  I  Iackettstown,  Warren 
County,  where  his  wife  died;  and  in  1825  he 
married  Mary  Hasen,  a  native  of  Morris 
County,  New  Jersey,  her  father  a  native  of 
Canada  and  her  mother  of  Germany.  Both 
died  in  New  Jersey  aged  over  eighty  years. 
I  lenry  Waterfield  died  April  29, 1849,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  and  his  wife  December 
30,  1855,  aged  sixty-six  years.  They  had 
three  children — Jacob  H.,  William  and 
Catharine. 


t.IMRI  STREETER  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  7.  1801,  at  Granville,  Wash- 
ington  County,  New  York.  He 
w3  was  married  at  his  birthplace  March 
25,  1824,  to  Lucinda  Dean,  and  in  1825 
moved  to  Champlain  County, New  York. 
He  removed  to  Whitehall,  New  York,  in 
1828,  and  from  there  to  Warsaw,  New  York, 
1111831.  In  1835  he  left  Warsaw  for  Illi¬ 
nois,  locating  in  Bachelor’s  Grove,  where 
he  remained  till  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  the  year 


1852.  Mr.  Streeter  went  South  in  1864  to 
get  the  soldiers’  votes.  He  represented 
Black  Hawk  County  in  the  State  Legisla¬ 
ture  at  Des  Moines  for  two  terms,  serving 
in  1858  and  i860.  He  died  in  1870.  Mrs. 
Streeter  was  born  in  Lancaster,  New 
Hampshire,  September  24,  1801,  she  being 
the  eldest  of  nine  children,  six  boys  and 
three  girls.  She  removed  with  her  parents 
to  Granville,  New  York,  in  1812  where  she 
lived  till  her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Streeter  were  born  twelve  children — Lo- 
vina,  born  March  15,  1825;  James  W.,  Oc¬ 
tober  26,  1826;  Mary  A.,  October  12,  1828  ; 
Cornelia  R.,  January  12,  1831  ;  Edward  P., 
May  8,  1833;  Sarah  J.,  May  6,  1835;  Lu¬ 
cinda  C.,  May  16,  1837;  Seth  D.,  April  23, 
1839;  Lucy  C.,  July  2 6,  1840;  Zimri,  Octo¬ 
ber  8,  1842;  Julia  M.,  June  15,  1845  5  Silas 
D.,  August  29,  1847,  nine  °f  whom  are  still 
living. 


|*OHN  WILSON  was  born  near 
T  Springfield,  Sangamon  County, 
Illinois,  December  25,  1823,  a  son 
of  Seth  and  Sarah  (Hussy)  Wilson. 
He  was  reared  in  Tazewell  County, 
Illinois,  and  in  1845  came  to  Iowa  and 
lived  six  years  in  Monroe  County,  moving 
to  Black  Hawk  County  in  1851.  He  settled 
on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Union  Township, 
which  he  has  improved,  and  which  is  now 
his  pleasant  home.  He  was  married  in 
Tazewell  County  in  February,  1842,  to 
Rhoda  A.  Finney,  who  was  born  near  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  July  30,  1824,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Cullum)  Finney.  Mrs. 
Wilson  died  April  6,  1884.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased,  and  seven  are  living — Seth, 
born  November  14,  1842,  is  living  in  Butler 
County,  Iowa;  John  A.,  born  September 
3,  1844,  is  living  in  Washington  Township; 
James  P.,  born  March  9,  1846,  lives  in  La 
Porte;  Sarah  M.,  born  March  14,  1848,  is 
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the  wife  of  Edward  Shields,  and  has  one 
child — Flora,  born  February  11,  1868;  Na¬ 
than,  born  March  29,  1852,  died  January  21, 
1855  5  Rhoda  J.,  born  March  31,  1854,  is  the 
wife  of  Harry  Crawford  ;  Irena,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  31,  1855,  died  April  12,  1856;  Maria, 
born  August  17,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Carroll,  of  Cedar  Falls ;  Thomas,  born  May 
2,  1850,  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 
In  politics  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
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|ON.  H.  C.  HEMENWAY,  of  Cedar 
|  Falls,  was  born  at  Potsdam,  New 
York,  April  1,  1834,  a  son  of  Vash- 
ni  and  Eliza  Hememvay.  In  1850 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ste¬ 
phenson  County,  Illinois,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  union  and  private  schools  of 
Freeport,  that  county,  after  which  he  taught 
school  for  a  short  time.  In  1858  he  began 
the  study  of  law  with  Meacham  &  Bailey, 
attorneys  of  Freeport,  remaining  with  this 
firm  several  years.  After  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  June,  i860,  he  opened  a  law 
office  at  Independence,  June,  1861,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  from  1861  till 
August,  1862.  He  then  enlisted  and  was 
commissioned  as  Second  Lieutenant  in 
Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  being  mustered  into  the  service 
October  3.  The  regiment  to  which  he  be- 
belonged  served  as  a  detachment  of  the 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Little  Rock,  Nashville,  Mobile,  and  the  Red 
River  expedition,  serving  three  years,  and 
during  this  time  was  never  confined  in  hos¬ 
pital  nor  absent  on  furlough.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  regiment  in  August,  1865. 
He  then  returned  to  Independence,  Iowa, 
where  he  spent  the  winter 'recruiting  his 
health.  Early  in  the  year  1866  he  came  to 
Cedar  Falls  and  opened  an  office,  and  in 
May,  1867,  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon. 


J.  B.  Powers,  which  existed  until  January, 
1873.  Some  time  later  he  became  associated 
with  A.  D.  Polk  and  George  H.  Thorpe,  and 
in  1 884  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Alfred 
Grundy,  thus  forming  the  present  law  firm 
of  Hemenway  &  Grundy.  Mr.  Hemen- 
way  was  married  in  the  year  1868  to  Miss 
Lanie  G.  Schermerhorn,  of  Cedar  Falls. 
He  has  served  one  term  in  the  House,  Iowa 
Assembly,  and  two  terms,  ten  years,  as  Sen¬ 
ator,  his  nominations  being  accorded  him 
by  acclamation.  While  representing  Black 
Hawk  County  in  the  Legislature  he  labored 
earnestly  and  conscientiously  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  constituency  which  he  so  ably  rep¬ 
resented.  Mr.  Hemenway  has  also  served  as 
city  attorney  of  Cedar  Falls  about  ten 
years.  He  stands  high  in  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion  in  Iowa,  and  is  widely  known  as  a 
counsellor  of  superior  knowledge,  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  clear  sense  of  truth  and  justice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  library  board  of  Cedar 
Falls.  For  years  he  has  been  a  director  of 
the  public  schools,  and  for  the  first  year 
and  a  half  of  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School 
he  served  as  a  director  of  that  institution. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 


IpglgMOS  P.  COLBURN,  farmer,  sec- 
tion  23,  Lincoln  Township,  was 
born  in  Lewis  County,  New  York, 
October  19, 1839.  His  parents,  Orlin 
and  Eliza  Colburn,  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  To  them  were  born  the  following 
children — William  R.,  a  hardware  merchant 
at  Reinbeck,  Grundy  County,  Iowa;  Mrs. 
Laura  Sarvay,  of  Jefferson  County,  New 
York;  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Sarvay,  of  Water¬ 
loo,  this  county;  Mrs.  Cornelia  Penniman,  of 
Jefferson  County,  New  York;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Dodge,  of  the  same  county,  and  Amos  P., 
our  subject.  The  mother  died  in  Jefferson 
County,  New  York,  in  July,  1879,  anc^  the 
father  is  now  living  in  Iowa  with  his  din¬ 
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HIS  TOR  r  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


drcn.  Amos  P.  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  county.  After  reaching  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 

J  O  O 

trade  which  he  followed  a  part  of  each 
year  for  fifteen  years,  the  last  eight  years 
of  this  time  being  engaged  in  the  business 
on  his  own  account,  owning  a  saw-mill  in 
Jefferson  County,  which  he  sold  shortly  be¬ 
fore  coming  West.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  county,  January  i,  i860,  to  Miss  Alt- 
zera  Sarvay,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  September  3, 
1840,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Sarvay.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Colburn  have  five  children — 
Charles,  at  present  attending  Tobins  Col¬ 
lege  at  Waterloo;  Orlin,  Lena,  William  and 
Perley.  August,  1862,  Mr.  Colburn  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Tenth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  for  the  first  eight  months 
served  on  garrison  duty  on  Staten  Island, 
and  the  year  following  was  in  the  defenses 
of  Washington.  He  then  went  to  the  front 
with  his  regiment  armed  as  infantry,  and 
joined  Grant’s  army  at  Cold  Harbor,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  that  hard-fought  battle.  He 
then  crossed  the  James  River  with  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  and  invested  Peters¬ 
burg,  and  was  wounded  in  the  rifle  pits 
in  front  of  that  city.  He  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  Third  Sergeant,  and  afterward 
promoted  to  Orderly  Sergeant  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps.  After  recov¬ 
ering  from  his  wound  he  was  stationed  at 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  May,  1865,  at 
Chicago.  He  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  July  21,  1865,  when  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Jefferson  County,  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1868,  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  1869,  commenced 
improving  his  present  farm  of  320  acres 
which  he  has  converted  from  the  raw  prai¬ 
rie  to  well  cultivated  fields.  He  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  citizens  of  Lincoln  Town¬ 
ship,  and  is  active  in  promoting  every  en¬ 
terprise  which  he  deems  is  for  the  good  of 
the  same.  He  has  held  several  offices  in  his 


township,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  trus¬ 
tee  and  secretary  of  the  school  board.  In 
his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
arc  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

«•#=> - - <#•" 


EORGE  RARICK,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  was  born  August 
1 7,  1814,  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
a  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  Rarick. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  early  day.  He  was 
married  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1842,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Shaffer  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  March  23,  1821,  com¬ 
ing  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio  ,with  her 
parents,  John  and  Margaret  Shaffer,  when 
nine  years  of  age.  Of  the  five  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rarick  only  one  is  liv¬ 
ing — Mary  M.,  wife  of  Wiliam  J.  Graham, 
residing  west  of  Cedar  Falls.  Mr.  Rarick 
came  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County  in  1853,  taking  up  Government 
land,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Rarick 
homestead,  and  is  at  present  occupied  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham.  Mr.  Rarick  died 
after  a  lingering  illness,  February  17,  1886, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Rar¬ 
ick  Cemetery,  which  was  selected  and  laid 
out  by  himself  and  S.  B.  Humbert  on  his 
farm  twenty-five  years  ago.  When  pros¬ 
trated  by  his  final  sickness  he  neither  ex¬ 
pected  nor  desired  to  recover,  but  was  anx¬ 
ious  to  depart  and  be  at  rest.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  was  known  and  es¬ 
teemed  as  a  pure  and  devoted  Christian  and 
ever  evinced  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  church.  On  his  death  bed  he  spoke 
to  his  pastor  and  family  of  his  faith  and 
peace,  and  in  great  triumph  awaited  his  sum¬ 
mons  to  his  eternal  home.  He  was  highly 
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respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  in  his 
old  neighborhood  where  he  had  resided 
nearly  thirty  years  his  memory  will  be  re¬ 
vered,  while  his  virtues  as  a  Christian  and  a 
citizen  will  be  remembered  as  an  exempli¬ 
fication  of  integrity  and  honor.  He  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  sup¬ 
porters  of  all  enterprises  which  tended  to 
make  society  better.  His  widoAv,  a  lady 
much  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
is  at  present  residing  at  Cedar  Falls. 


||JLI  K.  BRENIZER  was  born  in 
I  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  February 
8,  1833,  the  seventh  child  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Kneisley)  Brenizer, 
who  were  both  born,  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  father  born  January  5,  1797,  and 
the  mother  August  27,  1801.  Several  years 
after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  1849  they  removed  to 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  where  the 
father  died  in  October,  1878.  The  mother 
died  in  Dakota,  Stephenson  County,  in 
October,  1880.  The  Brenizer  and  Kneislev 
families  are  both  of  German  descent.  His 
Grandfather  Brenizer  died  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  Eli  K.  Brenizer  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  August, 
1866,  when  he  bought  120  acres  of  his 
present  farm,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
till  he  now  owns  198  acres,  on  section  21, 
where  he  resides,  and  forty  acres  on  section 
23,  making  in  all  238  acres.  Most  of  his 
land  is  seeded  with  grass,  and  he  devotes 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  stock-raising. 
He  has  at  present  about  forty  head  of  cat¬ 
tle  and  eight  horses,  beside  a  number  of 
hogs  and  sheep.  Mr.  Brenizer  was  married 
December  31,  1874,  to  Martha  A.  Fenti- 
man,  born  in  Will  County,  Illinois,  Octo- 

30 


ber  25,  1854,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Chris¬ 
tiana  (Holderman)  Fentiman.  Thej^  have 
five  children — John  L.,  born  January  16, 
1876;  Bert  F.,  born  February  20,  1877; 
Elery  K.,  born  January  24,  1879  5  Elsie  M., 
born  December  24,  1881,  and  Eli  F.,  born 
November  25,  1884,  all  natives  of  Lester 
Township,  this  county.  In  politics  Mr. 
Brenizer  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Mrs.  Brenizer  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  September  23, 
1822.  He  came  to  America  when  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  settled  in  Will 
County,  Illinois,  where  he  was  married,  liv¬ 
ing  there  till  1865.  He  then  came  to  Wa¬ 
terloo,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Brenizer’s  mother  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania, 
September  15,  1833.  Her  Grandfather 
Holderman  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  in  Will  County,  Illinois.  His  widow 
is  still  living  in  Will  County,  now  in  her 
eighty-seventh  year. 
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^0N.  THADDEUS  B.  CARPEN¬ 
TER,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Cedar  Falls,  is  a  native  of  Wind¬ 
ham  County,  Vermont,  bornj  anuary 

114,  1822,  his  parents,  Samuel  and 

Olive  Carpenter,  being  of  English 
origin.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  took  charge  of 
the  home  farm,  which  he  carried  on  till 
reaching  his  majority.  He  was  then  em¬ 
ployed  on  railroads  in  various  States  until 
1855.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
September  8,  1854,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Fuqua, 
and  of  the  five  children  born  to  this  union 
three  are  living — William  B.,  Samuel  H., 
and  Thaddeus  B.  In  1855  Mr.  Carpenter 
came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  soon 
after  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
H.  H.  Carpenter,  with  whom  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  mercantile  trade  nine  years, 
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under  the  firm  name  of  T.  B.  and  II.  H. 
Carpenter,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  his  brother  continuing 
with  him  till  his  death  in  1871.  lie  was 
then  engaged  in  the  same  business  with  A. 
Merrill  till  1879,  when  he  sold  his  interest 
to  Edward  Townsend.  Mr.  Carpenter  is 
always  active  in  every  enterprise  which 
tends  to  the  advancement  of  his  adopted 
county,  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  in¬ 
strumentality  that  the  canning  factory  was 
established  at  Cedar  Falls,  now  one  of  its 
flourishing  industries  controlled  by  a  stock 
company.  Mr.  Carpenter  served  for  some 
time  as  its  president,  and  also  as  general 
manager.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Republi¬ 
can  ticket,  and  represented  Black  Hawk 
County  for  one  term.  He  served  some 
time  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  for 
one  term  was  mayor  of  Cedar  Falls,  serv¬ 
ing  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his 
constituents. 


;USTIN  L.  POMEROY,  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  residing  on  section  27, 
was  born  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 
|r  August  3,  1838,  a  son  of  Alveston 
and  Abigail  Pomeroy.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county, 
and  in  youth  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  September  12, 
1861,  to  Miss  Jane  M.  Smith,  who  was  born 
January  7,  1843,  a  daughter  of  Abram 
and  Caroline  Smith,  residents  of  Geauga 
County.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  daughter,  named  Mildred  L.  Mr. 
Pomeroy  came  with  his  family  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1869,  accompanied 
by  his  brother,  James  T.,and  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  in  1875  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
He  began  life  with  but  a  few  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  and  by  his  industry  and  excellent 


management  has  acquired  his  pleasant 
home.  II is  fine  farm  contains  120  acres  of 
well-cultivated  land,  and  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings  arc  among  the  best  in  his 
neighborhood.  He  is  now  classed  among 
the  substantial  farmers  of  his  township, 
where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  citizen 
and  neighbor.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  matters  pertaining  to  education,  and  has 
served  six  years  as  school  director  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  District  No.  9,  three  years  of  the 
time  being  president  of  the  School  Board. 
He  is  at  present  serving  his  second  term  as 
road  supervisor,  which  office  he  fills  with 
honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 


♦ - b 


I  R  A  M  YV  A  G  A  R  was  born  in 
JJ'  Washington  County,  New  York, 
^  November  14,  1829,  a  son  of  Hec- 
A  tor  and  Sally  Wagar,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  the  same 
State.  Of  their  ten  children  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  third  son  and  fifth  child.  He 
was  reared  to  a  farm  life,  his  youth  being 
spent  in  assisting  his  father  with  the  work 
of  the  farm,  and  in  attending  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  terms.  In  1835 
he  went  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  they 
locating  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying 
there  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Hi¬ 
ram  Wagar  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  visions 
of  golden  wealth  led  him,  in  1852,  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  California.  He  reached 
the  American  Valley  July  3  of  that  year, 
and  concluding  not  to  follow  mining,  he 
engaged  in  stock-raising  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  soon  becoming  the  owner  of  a 
ranch.  At  the  end  of  eleven  years  he 
closed  out  his  business  there  successfully, 
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when  he  went  to  Grant  County,  Oregon, 
and  there  followed  the  same  life  until  1872. 
He  then  returned  to  the  East,  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  settling  on  his  present  farm 
on  section  34,  Eagle  Township,  which  he 
immediately  began  to  improve,  and  from 
the  naked  prairie  has  converted  his  farm 
into  one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  containing  400  acres  of  land,  with 
large  and  substantial  residence  and  farm 
buildings.  November  12,  1873,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Winnefred  Humphrey,  who 
was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  October 
10,  1849,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Mary 
(Williams)  Humphrey.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children — Lottie  and  Clar¬ 
ence.  Mr.  Wagar  is  a  liberal-minded,  intel¬ 
ligent  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises  which 
he  deems  for  the  good  of  his  township.  In 
politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican. 


EORGE  I.  WILSON  was  born 
in  Ontario,  Canada,  July  30,  1840, 
his  parents,  Ira  P.  and  Henrietta 
Wilson,  being  natives  of  New  York 
State.  He  received  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  youth,  and  from  an  early 
age  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  his 
father  having  been  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
December  6,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Leach,  daughter  of  Thomas  A. 
and  x\bbott  Leach,  residents  of  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  Ontario.  Of  the  three  children  born 
to  this  union  only  one  survives — Arthur 
H.,  who  was  born  August  n,  1875.  In  the 
fall  of  1874  Mr.  Wilson  left  Ontario,  com¬ 
ing  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  locating 
in  Grundy  County,  where  he  spent  several 
years.  He  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  Cedar  Lalls  Township,  Black  Hawk 
County,  in  the  spring  of  1882,  where  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming, 


his  home  farm  containing  120  acres  of  well- 
cultivated  land.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  township, 
and  both  are  prominently  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Wilson  has 
served  very  acceptably  as  school  director 
of  his  district.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party. 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR  MESSIN- 
GER,  section  17,  East  Waterloo 
Township,  is  the  third  of  a  family 
of  nine  children  of  Elias  J.  and 


Catherine  (Perkins)  Messinger.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Marion  County, 
Indiana,  and  his  mother  of  Kentucky.  They 
were  married  in  Marion  County,  Indiana, 
and  in  1845  moved  to  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
and  in  1846  settled  in  Bremer  County,  Iowa, 
where  our  subject  was  born  January  15, 
1848,  he  being  the  first  white  male  child 
born  in  that  county.  At  the  time  of  their 
settlement  there  were  only  three  families 
living  in  Bremer  County.  There  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject  resided  many  years, 
when  they  removed  to  Waterloo,  this 
county,  where  they  still  reside.  Zachary 
Taylor  Messinger  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  his  native  county  till  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  there  received  a  common- 
school  education.  He  then  came  with  his 
parents  to  Waterloo,  and  also  attended  the 
schools  of  that  city  for  a  time.  He  was 
married  in  April,  1869,  to  Mary  I.  Gordon, 
of  Bremer  County,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
William  Gordon,  who  died  when  she  was 
but  a  year  old.  They  have  five  children — 
Maud  G.,  Olie  V.,  Arthur  O.,  Mabel  G. 
and  Walter  Gordon.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Messinger  settled  on  a  farm  in  Bremer 
County,  where  he  remained  four  years. 
He  then  resided  in  Grundy  County  two 
years  when  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
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1  Ie  has  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  of  choice 
land.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  dairying,  and  also  devotes  considerable 
lime  to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits. 


~?ENRY  L.  HAZEL 


section  33, 
Bennington  Township,  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
July  31,  1843,  a  son  °f  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Parhan)  Hazel,  natives 
of  Wiltshire,  England,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married.  The  father  is 
now  living  in  Adams,  New  York,  the 
mother  dying  in  1878.  Henry  L.  Hazel 
remained  with  his  parents  till  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when,  September  11,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Tenth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  till  July  5, 
1865.  The  first  nine  months  after  his  en¬ 
listment  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  the 
forts  around  New  York,  and  the  next  nine 
months  were  around  Washington.  They 
were  then  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac,  and  served  with  that  department 
till  after  the  surrender  of  Lee.  After  his 
discharge  he  attended  school  two  years, 
leaving  when  within  one  term  of  gradua¬ 
tion.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  came  to  Iowa, 
and  the  following  winter  taught  school.  In 
the  spring  of  1867  he  bought  the  farm  of 
160  acres,  which  he  now  owns.  About  fifty 
acres  were  under  cultivation,  and  there 
was  a  good  frame  house,  at  that  time  one 
of  the  best  in  the  township.  In  May,  1868, 
his  house  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire, 
with  no  insurance.  His  neighbors  assisted 
him  with  both  labor  and  money,  and  the 
same  summer  he  built  the  upright  part  of 
his  present  residence,  completing  it  in  the 
summei'  of  1885.  He  now  has  his  land 
under  cultivation,  and  his  farm  buildings 
are  comfortable  and  in  good  repair.  Mr. 
Hazel  was  married  September  11,  1869,  to 
Mary  C.  Follett,  a  native  of  Skaneateles, 


New  York,  born  November  25,  1848,  a 
daughter  of  George  L.  and  Sally  A.  (Sec- 
comb)  Follett.  To  them  have  been  born 
six  children — Henry  ().,  born  July  28,  1870  ; 
Richard  A.,  April  26,  1872;  Jessie  A.,  May 
23,  1877;  Maud  E.,  June  21,  1880;  Albert 
C.,  November  5,  1881  ;  Louis  E.,  February 
18,  1884.  In  politics  Mr.  Hazel  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  has  served  his  township 
three  terms  as  trustee,  and  two  terms  as 
road  supervisor  and  school  director.  Mrs. 
I  Iazel  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  of  which  he  is  an  attendant 
and  a  liberal  supporter.  Mrs.  Hazel’s 
father  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  New 
York,  August  17,  1820.  In  1858  he 
brought  his  family  West  and  settled  in 
Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  near  Rock¬ 
ford,  and  in  1868  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  in  1881  moved  to  Bu¬ 
chanan  Count)- .where  he  now  lives.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  en¬ 
listing  in  1861  in  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  served  three  years.  A  son, 
John,  was  a  member  of  Company  K, 
Seventy -fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served 
nine  months,  when  he  was  discharged  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disability,  and  died  about  nine 
months  after  his  return  home.  Mr.  Hazel’s 
brother  John  was  also  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Tenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  died  at  Fort  Washington,  suddenly,  of 
typhoid  fever.  He  left  a  wife  and  son, 
Lemuel,  now  living  in  Lincoln  County, 
Kansas. 

h - - E— 


ff^ENJAMIN  BAHR,  retired  farm¬ 
er,  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
^  Pennsylvania,  December  31,1814, 


his  parents,  John  and  Magdelena 
Bahr,  being  natives  of  the  same 
State.  Of  a  large  family  born  to  his 
parents,  the  following  children  survive — 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Catherine,  Solomon,  Will¬ 
iam,  Daniel,  Jacob  and  Benjamin.  Benjamin 
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Babr  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage,  in 
April,  1838,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Barge,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  November, 
1820,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary 
Barge.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  still  living 
— Mary,  Levi,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Benja¬ 
min  and  Jacob.  Mr.  Bahr  left  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  in  1855,  and  settled  with  his  family  in 
Wisconsin,  making  his  home  in  that  State 
about  twenty  years.  He  then  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  La  Porte  City,  where  he 
is  living  somewhat  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  life,  enjoying  that  rest  which  he 
has  so  well  earned  by  a  life  of  toil  and  in¬ 
dustry.  He  began  life  without  capital,  and 
by  his  own  untiring  efforts  has  accumu¬ 
lated  a  fair  competence  for  his  declining 
years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have  been 
identified  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Association  for  nearly  half  a  century,  he 
having  served  as  class-leader  for  many 
years.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 


3000£ 
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ILLIAM  HELM,  deceased,  was 
born  May  4,  1815,  in  Frederick 
County,  Virginia,  a  son  of  Ben- 


jamin  and  Lavina  Helm,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia.  When  quite 
young  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Ohio,  and  there  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  received  a  good  education 
at  Antrim,  and  for  many  years  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ohio.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  in  July, 
1841,  to  Mandana  Gillett,  daughter  of 
Jedediah  and  Martha  Gillett,  of  Guernsey 
County,  that  State,  her  parents  being  na¬ 
tives  of  Vermont.  Of  nine  children  born 
to  this  union  eight  are  living — Emmeroy, 
wife  of  R.  V.  S.  Caley ;  Martha  L.,  wife  of 
Calvin  Jones;  Maria  J.,  wife  of  Stephen 


Johnson  ;  William  O. ;  Erasmus  C. ;  Ophe¬ 
lia  M.,  wife  of  J.  V.  Hummel ;  Oliver  P., 
and  Eva,  wife  of  O.  H.  Kelley.  Mr.  Helm 
came  with  his  family  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and 
located  in  Benton  County,  living  near  Vin¬ 
ton  until  1861  when  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  and  for  a  time  resided  on  a 
farm.  He  subsequently  removed  to  La 
Porte  City,  living  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  October  30,  1885,  leaving 
his  widow  and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to 
mourn  his  loss.  He  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  showed  much  wisdom,  render¬ 
ing  to  everyone  his  due,  serving  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  in  Ohio,  and  Benton  and  Black 
Hawk  Counties,  Iowa.  In  his  political 
views  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
part}".  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Mrs.  Helm  is  still  a  resident  of 
La  Porte  City,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


AMES  B.  GARDNER,  butter  man¬ 
ufacturer  at  Raymond,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Danville,  Vermont,  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1854,  a  son  of  James  K.  and 
Abigail  (Robbins)  Gardner.  The 
father  was  born  in  New  Hampshire? 
Sept.  22,  1826,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
A  year  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Danville,  Vermont,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1881  he  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  liv¬ 
ing  at  Jesup  till  1883.  He  then  lived  a 
year  at  Waterloo,  since  which  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Raymond.  He  is  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  but  has  also  followed  the  avoca¬ 
tion  of  a  farmer.  He  is  the  father  of  four 
daughters  and  one  son — Octavia  married 
W.  J.  Hutchins,  of  Royalton,  Minn. ;  Abbie 
E.,  wife  of  M.  H.  Gray,  of  Burlingham,  New 
York  ;  Mary  E.,  at  home  ;  Katie  C.,  wife  of 
Edwin  Follett,  living  at  Salix,  Iowa,  and 
James  B.,  our  subject.  James  B.  received 
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// /STOUT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


LIAS  J.  MESSINGER,  of  Water¬ 
loo,  was  born  in  Dearborn  Coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana,  February  7,  1820,  the 
?||L  eldest  son  of  John  H.  and  Mary  (Mil¬ 
ler)  Messinger.  His  parents  were  both 
born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  removed  to  Indiana  in  an 
early  day,  and  in  1845  settled  in  Bremer 
County,  Iowa,  where  both  died  in  Jefferson 
Township.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  but  also  followed  the  mill¬ 


H.  VROOM,  section  12,  Poyner 
Township,  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1871, 
from  Steuben  County,  New  York, 
where  he  was  born  May  21,  1841,  his 
birthplace  being  Prattsburgh.  He 
then  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  at 
that  time  was  nothing  but  the  raw  prairie, 
on  which  no  improvements  had  been  made. 
His  farm  is  now  well  improved  and  con¬ 
tains  120  acres  of  well-cultivated  land.  Mr. 
Vroom  lived  at  his  native  place  till  he  was 
past  twenty -one  years  of  age,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1863  he  came  to  Nora,  Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill¬ 
inois,  from  which  place  he  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  December  24,  1863,  in  Company  F, 


vw 
vv 

— <  <T* 

55 

♦:s 

...... 

...... 

...... 

1.T1  iTi 

vv 

.... 

55 

wTivri 

V'4k 

55 

k~i 

...... 

vv 

55 

55 
55 
55 
55 

kTj  iTi 
>  ..  . 

55 
55 
55 
55 

55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
v5 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 

w 

>..... 

55 

55 
55 
55 
vv 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 

k*  kV 

vv 

55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 

'♦'V 

55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 

:  'A?  "A1  'A1  ^  V  ’V  V  'A?  V  V  'A'  ’*C  ^  W  rA’  rA^  rA"  ^  rA^  ^  rA"  rV  ^  rV  rA’1  rV  ^  rA"  ^  ^  ^  rA’  ^  ^  rA?  U.1*  rA?  ^  ^  ^  fj  ^ 

‘v®  k®  “*kT  ®k®  ®  ®  .®  ®  ®  ®  ®  ®  v®  “  ®  ®  ®  ®  k®  ®k®A®  ®k®  ®/®k®A®A®k®k®  ®  ®A®  k®  ®A®  ®k®  ®  ®  ®  ®  ®k®  ®  ®  k®  ®  ®k®k®k®  k®®^^ 

- - -  --  --  --  —  -  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - - -  - - — - - - - - - - V.-l?. 


a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
State,  and  there  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade  from  his  father,  which  he  followed 
seven  years.  He  was  married  July  3,  1881, 
to  Carrie  E.  Sleeper,  born  in  Eden,  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  Mav,  1863,  daughter  of  D.  D.  Slep- 
er,  a  farmer  o!  Wolcott,  Vermont,  he  being 
also  a  native  of  that  State.  Her  mother 
died  there  in  1874.  Mr.  Gardner  and 
his  wife  have  known  each  other  from  child¬ 
hood,  having  been  reared  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  their  homes  being  only  half 
a  mile  apart.  They  have  a  family  of  two 
children — Cora  E.,  born  April  1,  1884,  in 
Ouasqueton,  Iowa,  and  Ernest  D.,  born 
August  10,  1885,  in  Raymond,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Gardner  is  now  in  the  employ  of  Harris  & 
Co.,  of  Jesup,  Iowa,  he  having  charge  of 
their  establishment  at  Raymond.  The  busi¬ 
ness  was  established  here  in  1880,  which  in 
1883  was  changed  into  a  cheese  factory. 
In  the  spring  of  1885  two  separators  were 
added,  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the 
cream  from  the  milk,  and  since  Mr.  Gard¬ 
ner  has  taken  charge  the  factory  has  proved 
a  great  success.  It  turned  out  the  past 
year  on  an  average,  about  4,000  pounds  of 
butter  per  month.  Mr.  Gardner  learned 
his  trade  with  A.  F.  Bingham,  of  Jesup, 
with  whom  he  remained  four  years,  be¬ 
coming  an  adept  at  it.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Gardner  affiliates  with  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 
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wright’s  trade.  Elias  J.  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  and  was  there  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  i,  1842,  to  Catherine  Perkins.  They 
reared  nine  children  to  maturity,  of  whom 
seven  still  survive.  One  son,  John  F.,  died 
of  the  measles  while  in  the  army.  In  1845 
Mr.  Messinger  moved  to  Iowa,  and  after 
spending  a  year  in  Linn  County,  in  the 
spring  of  1846  he  settled  in  Bremer 
County,  where  he  followed  farming  till  the 
fall  of  1867.  He  then  removed  with  his 
family  to  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  County, 
where  he  has  since  resided  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  few  months.  Soon  after  coming 
to  Waterloo  he  became  connected  with  the 
milling  interests  of  the  place,  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  he  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders, 
and  a  director  of  the  Union  Mill  Company, 
which  has  become  one  of  the  largest  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  place.  He  has  also  an  interest 
in  the  Waterloo  Agricultural  Manufactory. 
He  is  at  present  the  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  East  Waterloo  Township. 
Mr.  Messinger  began  life  in  Bremer 
County  with  a  very  limited  capital,  but  has 
met  with  good  success,  which  is  due  to  his 
persevering  industry,  and  excellent  busi¬ 
ness  qualifications. 
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Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  spent 
the  winter  with  his  regiment  at  St.  Charles, 
Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  was  sent 
to  Alton,  Illinois,  to  guard  prisoners,  thence 
to  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  from  there  to 
Glasgow,  Missouri,  where  he  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Allen  Station,  July  24.  In 
December,.  1864,  he  was  sent  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  to  Jefferson  City,  thence  to  Fort  Riley. 
The  regiment  wintered  at  Rolla,  Missouri, 
then  went  to  Alton,  where  they  had  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  guerrillas.  The  regiment 
then  was  sent  to  Jefferson  City,  taking  part 
in  Price’s  last  raid  through  Missouri.  They 
were  in  the  saddle  fifty-nine  days,  from 
Jefferson  City  back  to  Rolla  ;  July  14,  1865, 
they  were  ordered  to  the  plains  in  Kansas, 
this  being  their  last  campaign.  Mr.  Vroom 
received  his  discharge  at  Fort  Leaven 
worth,  being  mustered  out  December  18, 
1865.  November  14,  1866,  he  was  married 
to  Almira  Webster,  born  in  Bath,  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  in  1842,  living  there  till 
her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vroom  have 
three  children — Charles  W.,  born  July  3, 
1868,  in  Steuben  County,  New  York;  Lotta 
M.,  born  April  27,  1874,  and  Nettie  C.,  born 
June  24,  1878,  both  natives  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  In  politics  Mr.  Vroom  casts  his 
suffrage  with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs. 
Vroom’s  parents,  Orinand  Caroline  (Black) 
Webster,  were  natives  of  New  York  State, 
the  father  born  in  Herkimer  County,  Octo¬ 
ber  8,  1800,  and  the  mother  born  in  Steuben 
County,  December  20,  1807.  They  were 
married  in  Steuben  County,  February  5, 
1833,  where  the  father  died  July  26,  i860. 
He  was  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Abigail  (Bab¬ 
cock)  Webster,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  died  in  Steuben  County, 
New  York,  the  father  September  1,  1852, 
aged  seventy-seven  years  and  ten  months, 
and  the  mother  January  31,  1861,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  Mrs.  Vroom’s  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Black,  spent  part  of  his 
life  in  Steuben  County.  He  was  a  soldier 


in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  for  his 
services  his  widow,  Orissa  Black,  received 
a  pension.  Mr.  Vroom’s  parents,  George 
and  Saley  (Havens)  Vroom,  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  the  father  born  February  12, 
1809,  and  the  mother  February  8,  1811. 
They  were  married  in  Steuben  County, 
New  York,  in  February,  1832.  The  mother 
died  September  1,  1849,  the  father  surviv¬ 
ing  till  September  13,  1864.  Mr.  Vroom’s 
grandparents,  George  and  Jane  Vroom, 
died  in  New  York  State,  the  former  in  1842, 
and  the  latter  May  18,  1857,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  All  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

OHN  STEWART,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  9,  Barclay 
Township,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
October  21,  18 11,  a  son  of  James  and 
Isabella  (McDermit)  Stewart.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and 
after  reaching  manhood  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  agricultural  pursuits  till  1855,  when 
he  came  to  America  and  went  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  where  he  remained  eight  years,  engaged 
in  mining,  and  while  there  he  accumulated 
considerable  wealth.  In  1863  he  returned 
to  Scotland  and  remained  four  years,  and  in 
1867  came  again  to  America  and  located  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  He  bought 
i6oacresof  wild  land  in  Barclay  Township, 
to  which  he  has  added  till  he  now  has  a 
fine  farm  of  320  acres  and  also  owns  forty 
acres  in  Lester  Township.  His  homestead, 
which  he  calls  Glenlyon  Farm,  was  named 
for  the  glen  where  he  was  reared,  to  which 
he  has  always  been  very  much  attached. 
Mr.  Stewart  is  truly  a  self-made  man.  Start¬ 
ing  in  life  a  poor  young  man,  he  has  by  his 
indomitable  will  and  energy  made  a  success 
of  his  business  ventures,  and  has  acquired 
a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home  and  an 
abundance  of  this  world’s  goods  for  his 
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earthly  requirements.  Not  alone  has  he 
won  financial  success,  but  by  his  honorable, 
upright  life,  genial,  social  manners,  and 
friendly,  obliging  disposition  he  has  won 
scores  of  friends  who  esteem  and  admire 
him  for  his  many  excellent  qualities.  In  all 
his  endeavors  he  has  been  assisted  by  a 
noble,  unselfish  wife,  who  has  shared  his 
trials  and  joys  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
Mr.  Stewart  was  married  in  Scotland,  April 
16,  1867,  to  Isabella  Robertson,  who  was 
born  in  Dundee,  October  12,  1843,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alexander  and  Christiana  (McNaugh- 
ton)  Robertson.  Her  father  died  when  she 
was  eleven  months  old,  and  her  mother  is 
still  living  in  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stew¬ 
art  have  had  thirteen  children  of  whom 
James  and  four  infants  are  deceased.  The 
living  are — Christiana  Ann,  Isabella,  James, 
Maggie  and  Agnes  (twins),  John,  Catherine, 
and  Grace  E.  In  politics  Mr.  Stewart  is  a 
Republican. 


teflLLIAM  BEATY,  proprietor  oi 
the  saw  and  grist  mills,  sorghum 
mill,  and  cheese  factory  at  Finch- 
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f  ford,  Black  Hawk  County,  was 
born  in  Clearfield  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  August  30,  1832,  a  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Way)  Beaty,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  in  Dauphin 
County  in  1809,  and  the  mother  in  Center 
County,  May  30,  1808,  the  latter  dying  on 
her  hlty-third  birthday.  His  father  was  at 
one  time  engaged  in  a  woolen-mill, and  after¬ 
ward  became  proprietor  of  a  foundry, 
where  his  son,  William,  learned  the  mold- 
er’s  trade.  The  father  was  also  an  exten¬ 
sive  lumber  dealer  in  Pennsylvania,  owning 
a  saw-mill  and  renting  another,  running 
them  both  day  and  night  for  some  years. 
He  came  with  his  son  William  to  Madison, 
Dane  County,  Wisconsin  where  he  spent 
the  winterof  1854,  when  he  bought  440  acres 
of  land  about  twenty  miles  west  of  Madison, 


where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  William  being  the  only 
son  his  father  gave  him  a  saw-mill  and  100 
acres  of  timbered  land  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  came  to  Wisconsin 
with  his  parents  and  two  sisters,  living  at 
home  about  nine  years  after  coming  West, 
when  he  moved  to  a  farm  in  Black  Earth 
Village,  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  for  sixteen  years.  In 
1879  s°ld  his  farm  and  bought  his  prop¬ 
erty  in  Finchford,  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  coming  here  on  June  19,  1879.  His 
mills  are  situated  on  the  west  fork  of  the 
Cedar,  and  are  run  by  water-power.  Both 
are  custom  mills.  Plis  sorghum-mill  is  also 
run  by  water-power,  but  is  evaporated  by 
a  steam  boiler.  He  has  twenty-five  acres 
of  land  around  the  mill,  and  also  owns  forty 
acres  on  section  7,  besides  some  timbered 
land  on  section  34.  During  the  year  1885 
he  made  4,875  gallons  of  sorghum.  Mr. 
Beaty  was  married  February  19,  1862,  to 
Cordelia  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Green 
County,  Wisconsin,  September  4,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Caroline  (Travis) 
Smith.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  in  1819,  and  her  mother  was  born  near 
St.  Catharines,  Canada,  in  1819.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  soon  after  their  marriage  moved 
to  Green  County,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
lived  on  a  farm  a  few  years.  They  then 
bought  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  about 
twenty  years.  They  then  removed  to 
Marion  County,  Iowa,  living  there  till  their 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaty  have  had  six 
children — David  G.,  born  December  9,  1862, 
in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  married  Mary 
Yocum,  and  has  one  child,  John ;  George 
Franklin,  born  March  13,  1864,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1864;  Anna  E.,  born  January  9, 
1867,  died  April  14,  1867;  Frederick  G., 
born  August  15,  1868;  Lafayette  W.,  born 
February  22,  1870;  William  S.,  born  De¬ 
cember  9,  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaty  are 
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members  of  the  Christian  church.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
While  living  in  Black  Earth,  Dane  County, 
Wisconsin,  he  served  as  assessor  for  two 
years. 

h - - i- 

®  LIAS  IRISH  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  April, 
1883,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
"5§L  which  he  then  bought,  on  section  2, 
Poyner  Township,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  now  has 
an  excellent  farm  containing  thirty  acres  of 
well-cultivated  land,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming.  Mr.  Irish  was  born  in 
Pawling,  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
March  7,  1830,  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth 
(Wood)  Irish,  the  former  born  in  Pawling, 
August  23,  1794,  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
Fairfield  County,  Connecticut,  born  May 
26,  1794.  The  father  died  June  22,  1876. 
He  was  a  son  of  Amos  Irish,  a  native  of 
England,  who  settled  in  Dutchess  County 
in  an  early  day.  The  mother  died  in 
Dutchess  County,  March  12,  1830,  when 
our  subject  was  but  five  days  old.  The 
father  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  which  he  followed  farming. 
When  Elias  was  four  years  old  he  removed 
his  family  to  Washington,  Dutchess  County, 
and  there  our  subject  grew  to  manhood. 
His  first  employment  was  on  the  Harlem 
Railroad,  beginning  as  a  brakeman,  and 
from  that  position  he  rose  to  conductor 
and  engineer,  having  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  railroad  for  fifteen  years.  He  left  the 
railroad  in  1857,  since  which  he  has  made 
farming  his  principal  occupation.  He  was 
first  married  in  February,  1857,  to  Sarah 
Jane  Benson,  who  was  born  December 
13,  1830,  in  Dover,  Dutchess  County,  New 
York.  She  died  May  22,  1876,  leaving  two 
children — Frederick  M.,  born  June  2,  i860, 
now  teaching  in  Amenia,  Dutchess  County, 
and  Samuel  B.,  born  May  2,  1863,  now 

31 


clerking  in  a  hotel  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York.  Mr.  Irish  was  again  married  Feb. 
26,  1882,  to  Phoebe  H.  Jennings,  a  native 
of  New  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  born  April 

15,  1837,  daughter  of  Jesse  L.  and  Maria 
(Haynes)  Jennings.  In  politics  Mr.  Irish 
is  a  Republican.  While  living  in  Dutchess 
County  he  served  as  township  assessor  and 
collector.  Mr.  Jennings,  father  of  Mrs. 
Irish,  died  August  25,  1882,  on  the  same 
farm  on  which  he  was  born  March  21,  1808, 
a  native  of  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut. 
His  father,  Silas  Jennings,  was  born  in  the 
same  county  May  4,  1779,  dying  November 

16,  1854.  He  was  the  son  of  Lyman,  the 
son  of  Daniel,  whose  father  was  one  of  the 
first  of  the  Jennings  ancestors  in  America 
that  came  over  from  England.  Mrs.  Jen¬ 
nings,  mother  of  Mrs.  Irish,  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1 8 1 1,  in  Pawling,  New  York,  and 
died  February  15,  1875.  She  wasa  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Phoebe  (Howard) 
Ha)mes.  Her  father  was  born  April  25, 
1785,  a  son  of  Caleb  Haynes,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  Pawling,  January  30,  1761.  He 
was  the  son  of  Caleb  Haynes,  Sr.,  who  was 
born  in  1737  and  died  July  26,  1823,  in  Paw¬ 
ling,  New  Y  ork. 
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F.  ROBE,  farmer  and  fine-stock 
raiser,  section  24,  Fox  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Indiana,  September  11,  1856,  a  son 
of  William  and  Nancy  JRobe,  natives 
of  Ohio,  the  father  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  the  mother  of  New  England 
parentage.  William  Robe  was  a  strong 
union  man  all  his  life,  and  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  was  shot  on  his  own  farm  by 
a  rebel  neighbor  for  daring  to  assert  his 
principles.  Our  subject  early  learned  the 
practical  part  of  farming,  having  as  a  youth 
to  work  for  his  own  maintenance.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  good  habits,  strict  business 
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integrity,  and  by  industry  and  frugality 
has  accumulated  a  good  property.  He  has 
a  tine  farm  of  160  acres,  and  his  residence 
and  other  building  improvements  are 
models  of  comfort  and  convenience.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  fine-stock  raising,  and 
his  herd  of  short-horn  cattle  are  unsur¬ 
passed,  as  are  also  his  herd  of  swine,  num¬ 
bering  at  present  over  ioo  head.  They  are 
of  the  Duroc-Jersey  and  Poland-China 
breeds.  He  is  also  a  breeder  of  golden 
spangled  crested  Polish  and  Plymouth  Rock 
fowls,  and  mammoth  bronze  turkeys.  Stock 
for  sale  at  all  times.  Mr.  Robe  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  Decem¬ 
ber  ii,  1879,  to  Alice  A.  Harvey,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Nancy  Harvey.  They 
have  one  child — Alma  O.,  born  in  Black 
H  awk  County,  December  26,  1883. 


^°fHOJIAS  J.  HUMPHREY,  section 
16,  Eagle  Township,  was  born  in 


♦  ♦ 

44 

♦  4 

. .  . 

44 

.  . 

4  4' 

4  4 

44 
4  4' 

44 

44 
44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

.... 

»▼» 

44 

... 

... 

.... 

.... 

... 

.... 

.... 
kT. 

44 

.... 

... 
kT.  k~j 

44 

k^i  kT» 

.... 
k~i 

.... 

k^ik^i 
.... 

k”<k”i 

44 

kT.  iTi 
.... 

k»<  k~i 

44 

k” 

..... 

k”  k”< 

44 

4  4 

kT  kTj 

44 

kTikT 
.... 

kT  k»i 

44 
44 

44 
44 

...... 

>*'  ^01  y  y  y  y  y  ^  y  y  y  vv  V  V  v  v  v  rAl<  fA,< 

4  4  ’4'  4  4  4' 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 44V 

kTi  ,T  kTik”ikTkTikT(kTnTMTiiTnTilTnTilT(lTii^ikT^(kTik^^iTi^ 


ifesp*  Licking  County,  Ohio,  October 
feS^  23,  1846.  His  parents,  Thomas  J. 
and  Mary  (Williams)  Humphrey, 
were  natives  of  Wales  and  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  ages  respectively 
of  nineteen  and  sixteen  years.  They  were 
married  in  Utica,  New  York,  in  1828,  and 
for  fifteen  )^ears  made  Oneida  County  their 
home,  and  in  1843  removed  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio.  Their  family  consisted  of 
ten  children,  eight  born  in  New  York  and 
two  in  Ohio,  viz. :  Evan,  who  died  in 
Waterloo  in  March,  1874;  Jacob,  now  of 
Waterloo;  Hugh,  who  died  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1878;  Isaac,  late  of  Dakota,  died 
in  Eagle  Township,  February  22,  1885, 

while  here  on  a  visit;  Mrs.  Margaret  Gard¬ 
ner  and  Mrs.  Mary  Brunson,  of  Eagle 
Township;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Davis  and  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Wagar,  of  Geneseo,  Tama  Coun¬ 
ty  ;  Mrs.  Winnifred  Wagar,  of  Eagle  Town- 
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ship,  and  Thomas  J.,  who  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family.  In  1856  the  family  moved  to 
La  Salle  County,  Illinois,  and  there  the 
father  died  in  1857.  In  1863  the  mother 
and  her  son  Evan  removed  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  on  section  16, 

Eagle  Township,  where  she  died  in  1867. 

The  widow  and  family  of  Evan  now  live  on 
section  10,  Eagle  Township.  In  1864 
Thomas  J.  Humphrey  left  La  Salle  County, 
Illinois,  and  March  7  reached  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  In  1866  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  in  1867  he  added 
another  forty  acres  and  immediately  began 
its  improvement.  He  has  increased  his 
possessions  till  his  farm  contains  160  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  the  thrift  and  good  ^ 
management  of  the  owner  are  evident  from 

the  good  building  improvements  and  pleas-  $$ 

44 

ant  surroundings.  He  was  married  April  4^ 
3,  1872,  to  Miss  Olive  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  New  York,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1853,  a  daughter  of  Tudor  and 
Elizabeth  Roberts.  Their  only  child,  Maud, 
was  born  May  1,  1875.  Mrs.  Humph  rey  is 
a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  has  >|jj 
been  of  inestimable  assistance  to  her  hus¬ 
band  in  the  building  and  beautifying  of 
their  home.  Her  parents  are  both  natives 
of  Wales,  her  father  coming  to  America  >♦<* 
when  twenty-eight  and  her  mother  when 
sixteen  years  of  age.  They  were  married 
in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  October  20, 

1835,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  March,  i860,  the 
father  dying  July  31  of  the  same  year.  '§$ 
The  mother  now  makes  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Humphrey.  Her  children  are  six  in 
number,  viz.:  Humphrey,  of  Waterloo; 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  Thomas,  of  Buena.  43 
Vista  County,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Susan  Parish, 
also  of  Buena  Vista  County ;  Mrs  Mary 
Ravlin,  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Humphrey. 
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Mrs.  Humphrey  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  4$ 
church.  Although  a  member  of  no  relig¬ 
ious  organization,  Mr.  Humphrey  is  a  firm  44 
believer  in  Christianity.  He  in  politics  af- 
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filiates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles.  He 
has  served  his  township  in  several  official 
relations,  among  others  those  of  assessor, 
trustee  and  school  director. 


jj BPilr O H N  BAKER,  farmer,  Barclay 
£  Township,  residing  on  section 
29,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  re- 
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maining  there  till  four  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
parents.  He  lived  in  Stephenson 
County,  Illinois,  with  his  brother  till  i860 
when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Bar¬ 
clay  Township,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa. 
His  fi  rst  purchase  here  was  eighty  acres  of 
unimproved  land,  which  he  commenced  at 
once  to  put  under  cultivation,  and  subse¬ 
quently  added  another  eighty  acres  till  his 
home  farm  now  consists  of  160  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  with  commodious  resi¬ 
dence  and  farm  buildings.  Besides  his 
home  farm  he  also  owns  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Poyner  Township,  this  county,  all  his 
property  having  been  acquired  by  his  own 
industry  and  perseverance.  Mr.  Baker  was 
married  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1866,  to 
Rachel  Rudle  who  was  born  in  Germany 
June  6,  1847.  They  have  five  children — 
William  O.,  Rosa,  Archie,  Bertha  M.  and 
one  unnamed.  Mr.  Baker  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  in  1863,  a  member  of  Company  K, 
Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  several  hard-fought  battles.  He 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  New 
Orleans.  He  is  a  man  much  respected  in 
his  neighborhood,  and  has  been  elected  to 
several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township, 
all  of  which  he  has  filled  with  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents.  Mr.  Baker’s  parents  had 
a  family  of  six  children — Catherine,  wife  of 
John  Rice,  of  Illinois;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
L.  Smith,  of  Hamilton  County,  Iowa;  Jacob, 
Qf  Poyner  Township,  Black  Hawk  County; 


Barbara,  wife  of  Christian  Raubenheimer; 
Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Raubenheimer,  and 
John,  our  subject.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudle — Hannah, 
wife  of  Jacob  Eisle ;  Leonard,  of  Dakota ; 
Christian  W.,  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Catharine 
Wernicke,  of  Illinois;  Rachel,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Rose,  wife  of  William  Myer,  of 
Dakota;  William;  John;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Jacob  Fye,  of  Illinois;  Lydia,  Avife  of  David 
Fye  ;  Matthias  and  Jacob. 


M.  O’KEEFFE  is  a  native  of  Coun¬ 
ty  Cork,  Ireland,  born  in  1817. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
gardening,  but  followed  mining  prin- 
cipally  till  he  came  to  America,  his 
father  being  an  underground  agent  or 
superintendent  of  a  coal  mine  near  his 
native  city.  He  was  married  in  London, 
England,  in  1851,  to  Catherine  Murphy, 
and  of  the  six  children  born  to  this  union 
all  are  deceased — Nellie  died  in  England 
when  an  infant ;  Mathew,  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  John  P.,aged  nineteen  years ;  Charles, 
aged  four  years,  and  two  \\dio  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  unnamed.  He  came  to  America 
with  his  Avife  in  1854,  Avho  died  in  Raymond, 
Black  HaAvk  County,  in  the  spring  of  1861. 
He  was  again  married  in  June,  1862,  in  Du¬ 
buque,  IoAva,  to  Susan  Kerin,  A\rho  was  born 
in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  April  28,  1817. 
She  came  to  America  in  1849  and  lived 
most  of  the  time  in  Connecticut  till  1854, 
Avhen  she  came  to  Dubuque.  Mr.  O’Keeffe 
came  to  Dubuque  in  1855,  and  commenced 
as  a  common  laborer,  grading  on  Avhat  is 
now  known  as  the  Pacific  &  Sioux  City 
Railroad.  Although  this  was  his  first  ex¬ 
perience  at  this  sort  of  Avork,  he  displayed 
such  an  aptitude  for  it  and  made  such  rapid 
progress  that  in  1861  he  was  made  foreman 
of  section  14,  Avhich  position  he  held  until 
1869,  when  he  resigned.  He  then  settled 
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oil  his  present  farm  in  Raymond,  which  he 
had  bought  February  2,  1864,  which  he  has 
converted  from  a  wild  state  to  a  well-culti¬ 
vated  farm.  He  has  now  1 10  acres,  valued 
at  $30  per  acre,  with  a  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence  and  good  out  buildings,  and  is  now 
living  somewhat  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  life.  In  politics  Mr.  O’Keeffe  was 
a  Republican  until  the  last  election,  when 
he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has 
led  too  industrious  a  life  to  accept  any  of¬ 
fices  in  this  country,  although  he  has  had 
tendered  him  most  of  t lie  township  offices. 
In  religious  belief  Mr.  O’Keeffe  is  a  Cath¬ 
olic. 

.  BROWN,  merchant  and  station 
agent  at  Winslow,  Black  Hawk 
County,  was  born  July  14,  1841, 
in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  a  son  of 
Henry  W.  and  Mary  J.  (Rannells) 
Brown.  His  father  was  born  in 
Maryland  in  1813,  and  his  mother  was  born 
near  Winchester,  Virginia,  in  1820.  They 
were  married  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio, 
and  soon  after  went  to  Fulton  County, 
Indiana,  and  engaged  in  farming.  For  three 
years  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Brown  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Roch- 
ester,  Indiana,  dying  at  that  place  in  1851. 
His  widow  still  resides  at  Rochester.  Her 
father  abhorred  slavery,  on  account  of 
which  he  freed  his  slaves,  and  came  from 
his  home  in  Virginia  to  Wyandot  County, 
Ohio.  B.  F.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  his  youth  attended  school  at 
Urbana,  Ohio.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  three-months 
service  in  Companv  D,  Thirteenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Jackson,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  thence  to  Camp  Denison, 
near  Cincinnati.  He  re-enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Forty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
was  on  camp  duty  at  Camp  Denison  almost 


a  year  when  he  was  discharged  on  account 
of  disability.  When  lie  returned  home  he 
weighed  less  than  ninety-two  pounds,  and 
after  regaining  his  health  he  enlisted  July 
19,  1862,  in  Company  D,  Eighty-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  In¬ 
dianapolis  sometime  in  August,  1862.  He 
was  sent  with  his  regiment  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  which  was  soon  after  on  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad,  where 
they  were  sent  to  remove  the  debris  from  a 
tunnel  near  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  which  had 
been  placed  there  by  Morgan’s  men,  it  tak¬ 
ing  forty  men,  working  at  each  end  night 
and  day,  one  month,  to  remove  it.  The 
regiment  was  then  encamped  for  a  month 
near  Pilot  Knob,  and  soon  after  was  ordered 
back  to  Gallatin,  where  it  was  on  guard 
duty  till  January  15,  1863,  when  it  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Nashville,  and  from  there  was 
sent  to  Triune,  Tennessee,  encamping  there 
till  June  22,  1863.  Mr.  Brown  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Perry  - 
ville,  Kentucky,  Chickamauga,  Chattanoo¬ 
ga*  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca,  after  which 
the  regiment  went  to  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  was  there  encamped  during  the  winter 
of  i863-’64.  He  was  wounded  at  Alatoona 
Mountains,  Georgia,  in  the  right  foot  by  a 
minie-bali  when  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  Chattanooga,  thence  to  the  hospital  at 
Nashville  where  he  remained  a  month, 
thence  to  Totten  Hospital,  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  thence  to  City  Hospital,  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  Indiana.  Gangrene  subsequently  set 
in,  from  which  he  has  never  recovered,  and 
is  now  quite  lame.  He  was  discharged 
from  the  hospital  at  Indianapolis,  May  17, 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  Rochester,  In¬ 
diana,  and  has  since  drawn  a  small  pension 
for  his  services  in  the  war.  October  13, 
1S64,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Powers, 
who  was  born  in  Whitley  County, Indiana, 
May  26,  1845,  a  daughter  of  Ellis  R.  and 
Sarah  (Shoemaker)  Powers.  Her  father 
died  at  Rochester,  Indiana,  in  January, 
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1 88 1,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  her  moth¬ 
er  is  now  living  with  her  son,  Francis  M. 
Powers,  a  farmer  of  Union  Township,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  two 
children — Charles  E.,  born  July  17,  1867, 
and  Genevieve,  born  November  23,  1868, 
both  natives  of  Rochester.  After  return¬ 
ing  from  the  army  Mr.  Brown  kept  a 
grocery  store  in  Rochester  for  two  months, 
and  in  October,  1865,  he  removed  to  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  remaining  there  till  the  follow¬ 
ing  June  when  he  returned  to  Rochester, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  In  November, 
1869,  he  returned  to  Cedar  Falls,  remain¬ 
ing  there  six  years,  and  in  1875  took  charge 
of  the  station  at  Winslow.  In  1879  he  built 
his  present  store  which  he  filled  with  a 
general  stock  of  goods,  and  has  since  car¬ 
ried  on  a  successful  mercantile  trade,  his 
annual  sales  now  amounting  to  about 
$7,000.  His  business  has  steadily  increased 
since  its  establishment,  and  in  1885  he  built 
an  addition  to  his  store,  12  x  40  feet, making 
a  double  store.  His  wife  and  daughter  are 
both  telegraph  operators,  and  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  railroad  office.  In  politics 
Mr.  Brown  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk 
since  coming  here.  He  is  a  comrade  of 
Janesville  Post,  No.  172,  G.  A.  R.,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Iowa. 
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f  B.  DARLING,  M.  D.,  of  La  Porte, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  John  and 
Amanda  Darling.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  seminary  of  Clarksville, 
Ohio,  and  later  attended  the  Delaware  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  In  1856  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  and  the  following  year 
attended  Starling  Medical  College,  of  Co¬ 


lumbus,  Ohio.  He  graduated  in  1858  at 
the  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and 
in  March,  1872,  from  the  Miami  Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati.  He  practiced  for  a 
short  time  at  Westboro,  Ohio,  and  subse¬ 
quently  went  to  Southern  Missouri,  where 
he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
until  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  La  Porte  City  about 
twelve  years,  and  during  this  time  has 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  es¬ 
tablishing  a  professional  reputation  second 
to  none  in  Black  Hawk  County.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  was  married  in  Ohio,  June  22,  1857,  1° 
Elizabeth  Summers,  of  Westboro,  that 
State,  and  of  the  ten  children  born  to  this 
union  only  four  are  now  living — Grant, 
Frank,  Lulie  and  Gracie.  Doctor  Darling 
served  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  much  of  his  time,  however,  while 
in  the  service  being  devoted  to  his  profes¬ 
sional  duties  in  the  West  and  Southwestern 
States.  He  received  his  discharge  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  having  been  in  the  service 
three  years.  In  politics  the  Doctor  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Republican  party. 


OHN  N.  FELMLEY,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
born  June  23,  1835,  a  son  of  David 
and  Sarah  Felmley.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather,  William  Felmley, 
was  an  officer  in  the  American  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  John  Logan,  served  as  a 
Major  in  the  war  of  1812.  Our  subject  was 
but  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Seneca  County,  New  York,  and 
in  1846  he  was  taken  by  them  to  Winneba¬ 
go  County,  Illinois,  where  his  father  died. 
He  received  a  good  common-school  educa¬ 
tion,  and  subsequently  was  successfully  en- 
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gaged  in  teaching  school  for  some  time. 
1  le  was  united  in  marriage  August  19,  1855, 
to  Cynthia  E.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Ellen  Davis,  natives  of  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  and  Prince  Edward  s  Island  respec¬ 
tively,  and  early  settlers  of  Winnebago 
County,  1  Uinois.  1  Ier  grandfather,  Thomas 
Davis,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Three 
of  the  lour  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Felmley  are  living — Alice,  Albert  E.  and 
Mabel,  two  of  whom  are  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Felmley  re¬ 
mained  in  Winnebago  County  till  1864, 
when  be  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  in  1875  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  Cedar  Falls  Township.  1 1  is  home 
farm  consists  of  120  acres  of  choice  land  un¬ 
der  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  good 
residence  and  farm  buildings.  In  politics 
Mr.  Felmley  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  one  term  as  town¬ 
ship  assessor  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church  at  Cedar  Falls  of  which  he  is 
at  present  one  of  the  stewards.  He  has  also 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  for  one  year.  He  takes  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  his 
township.  Mr.  Felmley  is  a  great  reader, 
and  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  general 
topics.  He  has  accumulated  a  fine  library, 
consisting  of  standard  publications. 


ERBERT  W.  CLEVELAND, 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Cedar 
Falls  Township,  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  County  since 
the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  located 
on  his  present  farm,  on  section  25.  Mr. 
Cleveland  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
born  in  Winnebago  County,  August  8,  i860, 


and  is  the  second  son  of  William  and  fane 
Cleveland,  his  parents  being  natives  of 
New  York  State.  He  was  reared  and  ed¬ 
ucated  in  the  schools  of  Illinois,  remaining 
in  that  State  till  he  made  his  home  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  lie  was 
united  in  marriage  December  30,  1880,  to 
Miss  Roxanna  Moon,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Hannah  Moon,  of  Winnebago  County, 
Illinois.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children — Lloyd  R.,  born  October  4, 
1881,  and  Ethel  L.,  born  December  16,  1884. 
Mr.  Cleveland  is  classed  among  the  prosper¬ 
ous  and  enterprising  young  farmers  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls  Township,  where  he  is  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm,  containing  eighty  acres  of 
land.  In  politics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with 
the  Republican  party. 


-c-H*- 


EW1S  M.  HAWVER  was  born  in 
Walworth  County,  Wisconsin, 
April  23,  1850,  the  eldest  son  of 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Hawver. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  an  early  settler  of  Wisconsin, 
and  was  the  first  to  introduce  a  reaping- 
machine  into  that  State.  He  remained 
there  till  December,  1864,  since  which  time 
he  has  made  his  home  in  Waterloo,  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa.  Lewis  M.  was  about 
fourteen  years  old  Avhen  his  father  settled 
at  Waterloo,  and  in  the  schools  of  that  city 
he  received  most  of  his  education,  remain¬ 
ing  there  till  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  began  life  for  himself,  engaging 
in  general  farming.  In  March,  1881,  he 
began  dairying  on  a  small  scale,  buying  at 
first  two  cows  for  which  he  gave  his  note 
for  $50.  Shortly  afterward  he  gave  his 
note  for  four  more  cows,  and  the  milk 
of  his  six  cows  he  disposed  of  to  the  Fow¬ 
ler  Company,  of  Waterloo,  manufacturers 
of  cheese.  In  November,  1882,  he  com¬ 
menced  selling  his  milk  on  the  street,  and 
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during  the  past  two  years  he  has  disposed 
of  most  of  his  milk  in  the  same  way.  He  is 
now  the  principal  dairyman  of  the  county, 
and  is  now  milking  fifty7"  cows,  the  milk 
from  these  averaging  about  40,500  gallons 
annually.  His  dairy,  to  which  he  now  de¬ 
votes  his  entire  time,  is  conducted  on  the 
farm  of  M.  W.  Taylor,  of  East  Waterloo 
Township.  Mr.  Hawver  was  married  in 
1875  to  Miss  Alice  Minor,  of  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
four  children — Lizzie  M.,  Ruby  D.,  Luther 
M.  and  Mack  Ross. 


Mem 


H|  LREY  L.  JANES,  the  eldest  of 

ff  six  children  of  Dr.  G.  and  Laura 

pisPte 

(Richardson)  Janes,  was  born  in 
*5&.  Du  Page  County,  Illinois,  May  12, 
>k  1836.  His  father  was  born  in  Catta- 
J  raugus  County,  New  York,  in  1813, 
and  there  he  grew  to  manhood,  living  there 
a  year  or  two  after  his  marriage  when  he 
went  to  Chicago  for  a  few  months.  He 
then  went  to  Du  Page  County  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  which  he  subsequently  sold 
and  removed  to  Will  County,  Illinois,  re¬ 
siding  there  on  a  farm  till  1854,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  came  with  his  family  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  making  the 
journey  by  team.  The  father  died  in  this 
township  in  1870  aged  fitty-seven  years, 
his  widow  surviving  till  1878,  when  she 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Elrey 
L.,  our  subject,  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  1854  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  190  acres  of  land  in  this 
township,  located  on  sections  21  and  28. 
July  3,  1856,  he  was  married  to  Lucy  A. 
Bovee,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Ruth  (Shep¬ 
herd)  Bovee.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  hve  children  of  whom  four  are  living 
— Alice  M.,  born  February  n,  1861,  mar¬ 
ried  Frank  Knapp,  a  resident  of  Union 


Township,  October  12,  1882;  Ida  E.,  born 
June  5,  1863,  married  John  Benham,  of 
Union  Township,  August  1,  1881;  Addie 
E.,  born  May  26,  1866,  living  at  home,  and 
Eva  M.,  born  May  16,  1870,  attending 
school  at  Iowa  State  Normal.  The  eldest 
child,  Alfred  E.,  died  in  i860  aged  two  years. 
Politically  Mr.  Janes  is  a  Republican.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  for 
many  years.  Mrs.  Janes’  father  came  to  this 
county  with  our  subject’s  father  in  the 
spring  of  1854,  Mr.  Janes  returning  for  his 
family  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  while  he 
was  gone  Mr.  Bovee  died  at  Cedar  Falls,  in 
1854.  His  widow  with  her  family  of  four 
children  finally  settled  in  Union  Township, 
this  county,  where  she  died  in  1856,  aged 
fifty-seven  years. 


R.  DICKEY  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
1857,  ar,d  first  settled  on  section 
12,  buying  from  the  Government  a 
quarter-section  of  land.  To  his  first 
purchase  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  till  his  farm  now  contains  240  acres, 
and  he  also  owns  a  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Lester  Township,  this  county,  making  in  all 
400  acres,  and  this  land  he  has  converted 
from  raw  prairie  to  a  fairly  improved  farm. 
Mr.  Dickey  was  born  in  Steubenville,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  Ohio,  April  24,  1825,  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Esther  (Simonton)  Dicke)q 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  in 
Washington  County,  and  the  mother  in 
Northumberland  County.  The  father 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
his  father  served  for  seven  years  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Our  subject’s 
parents  moved  to  Stephenson  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  with  a  family  of 
five  children.  A.  R.  Dickey  built  the  first 
steamer  on  the  Pecatonica  River,  which  he 
ran  to  WinsloAV,  Wisconsin,  for  seven  years, 
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when  he  sold  his  steamboat  and  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County  in  1857.  After  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Stephenson  County  with  his  father  for  a 
few  years.  I  lis  father  lived  in  that  county 
till  his  death  in  April,  1857,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  Mr.  Dickey  was  mar¬ 
ried  December  27,  1854,  to  Phoebe  C.  Van 
Brocklin,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Harriet 
(Searl)  Van  Brocklin,  natives  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  New  York,  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  respectively,  the  mother  born  near 
Boston,  December  13,  1803.  They  came  to 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  in  1835,  where 
the  father  died  in  November,  1877,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  The  mother  is  still 
living  in  Stephenson  County.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickey  have  been  born  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren — Harriet  E.,  born  September  22,  1856, 
wife  of  John  W.  Knepper,  of  this  township  ; 
George  E.,  born  November  27,  1857,  living 
at  home;  William  A.,  born  April  27,  1859, 
in  Bennington  Township,  this  county,  mar¬ 
ried  Lucinda  C.  Rhodes;  Charles  O.,  born 
December  18,  i860,  living  in  Butler  County, 
Iowa;  James  A.,  born  April  23,  1862,  liv¬ 
ing  at  home;  Elmer  C.,  born  May  29,  1864, 
living  at  home;  Carrie  M.,  born  February 
21,  1866,  married  Arthur  M.  Perry,  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1885,  now  living  in  Bremer  County, 
Iowa;  Clarence  A.,  born  September  15, 
1867,  living  at  home;  Adrian  A.,  born  May 
20,  1869;  Alvin  IT.,  born  November  27, 
1870;  Orton  L.,  born  March  11,  1872,  died 
August  11,  1874;  Arthur  J.,  born  August 
17,  1873,  died  June  12,  1876;  Leota  M., 
born  May  6,  1877,  died  October  14,  1879; 
Livonia  C.,  born  December  8,  1878,  living 
at  home.  Mr.  Dickey  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  he  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
served  as  township  assessor  for  one  year, 
and  as  justice  of  the  peace  eight  or  nine 
years,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  office 
in  the  fall  of  1885.  He  has  also  served  as 
township  trustee.  Mr.  Dickey  is  of  Irish 


and  Scotch  descent.  His  wife’s  ancestors 
were  Dutch  and  Irish.  I  Ier  paternal  grand¬ 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
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ZRA  W.  FISH  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
field  Township,  Otsego  County, 
New  York,  May  31,  1825.  Ilis 
father,  Abraham  Fish,  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Otsego  County,  and  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  dying  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1884.  His  mother  died  in  June, 
1825,  aged  twentv-two  years.  His  father 
was  a  Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  and 
his  youth  was  spent  in  various  towns  in  the 
New  York  Conference.  When  fifteen  vears 
of  age  he  accompanied  his  stepmother’s 
brother-in-law,  Daniel  Clark,  to  Oswego, 
New  York.  In  June,  1842,  he  went  to 
Rochester,  New  York,  where  his  sister 
Ruth  was  living,  working  his  passage  on 
the  lake.  He  worked  during  the  summer 
for.  Charles  A.  Jones,  a  brother  of  his  sis¬ 
ter’s  husband,  and  in  September  went  with 
his  uncle,  Silas  R.  Thornton,  to  Hemlock 
Lake,  Livingston  County,  remaining  with 
him  till  March,  1843,  attending  school  in 
the  winter.  In  March,  1843,  he  returned 
to  Rochester,  and  worked  for  Dr.  D.  M. 
Shipman  five  months.  He  then  worked 
for  a  hatter  by  the  name  of  Divoll  through 
the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  began  work¬ 
ing  for  Post  &  Willis,  druggists.  A  year 
later  he  began  working  at  the  carpenter 
and  joiner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  till 
1853,  when,  in  September,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
and  lived  in  Janesville  twelve  years.  He 
then  bought  the  farm  on  section  2,  Wash¬ 
ington  Township,  which  he  still  owns.  He 
established  a  blacksmith  shop  in  Janesville, 
which  he  conducted  six  years  before  buy¬ 
ing  his  farm,  and  then  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  six  years,  and  four  years  of  the 
time  ran  a  blacksmith  shop  on  his  farm. 
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He  then  gave  up  that  shop  and  bought 
back  the  shop  in  Janesville,  which  he  has 
since  conducted,  a  year  of  the  time  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Joseph  Mitchell.  Mr.  Fish  was 
married  December  25,  1845,  to  Elizabeth 
M.  Predmon,  who  died  November  4,  1846, 
leaving  an  infant  daughter — Elizabeth,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Wood,  of  Cass 
County,  Michigan.  May  1,  1852,  Mr.  Fish 
married  Lorilla  Taber,  a  native  of  Erie 
Countv,  Pennsylvania,  born  June  19,  1827, 
daughter  of  John  Taber.  They  have  five 
children — Harvey  E.,  born  April  15,  1853, 
married  Annie  Huckins  in  1874;  Horace 
G.,  born  April  19,  1855,  married  Erie  Les¬ 
lie  in  1880;  Alice  C.,  born  January  1,  1857, 
is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Cobb,  of  Aurora, 
Indiana  ;  Annette  L.,  born  August  10,  1862, 
and  Bertha  A.,  born  March  10,  1866.  Mr. 
Fish  is  a  member  of  Equity  Lodge,  No. 
1 31,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has  been  trustee, 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  direc¬ 
tor  of  Washington  Township.  He  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  during  the  war  was 
a  strong-  Union  man.  A  man  name  Beebe 
was  employed  on  the  toll  bridge  being 
built  by  J.  A.  Taylor  about  1862,  who, 
knowing  that  Mr.  Fish  had  said  no  “  Cop¬ 
perhead”  could  live  in  Janesville,  made  a 
pin  from  an  old  fashioned  copper  cent  and 
wore  it,  taking  care  to  have  Mr.  Fish  in¬ 
formed  of  the  fact.  Meeting  him  one  day 
Mr.  Fish  told  him  he  understood  he  was 
wearing  a  pin  that  was  obnoxious  to  all 
Union-loving  citizens,  and  requested  him 
to  take  it  off.  Beebe  replied  that  the  pin 
was  given  him  by  a  lady,  and  that  he  would 
defend  it  with  his  life.  No  sooner  were  the 
words  spoken  than  Mr.  Fish  caught  the 
bosom  of  his  shirt  where  the  pin  was  and 
tore  the  whole  out.  Then  came  a  tussle, 
Mr.  Beebe  tried  to  get  at  Mr.  Fish's  eyes, 
but  instead  got  his  finger  in  his  mouth, 
when  Mr.  Fish  closed  his  jaws  and  thus 
held  him.  William  Ellingworth  was  stand¬ 
ing  by  to  see  fair  play,  and  thinking  Beebe 


had  Fish  by  the  throat,  pulled  them  apart, 
and  in  so  doing  the  flesh  was  torn  from 
Beebe’s  thumb.  Mr.  Fish  started  for  him 
again,  but  he  turned  and  ran,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  left  the  town.  Mr.  Fish  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  farmers  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  has  been  successful  in  his 
pursuits,  owning  beside  his  fine  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres  the  lot  and  shop  in  Janes¬ 
ville,  where  he  carries  on  the  blacksitiith 
and  wagon-making  business,  and  also  three 
fine  residence  lots.  He  is  a  member  of  no 
religious  denomination,  but  is  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter  of  all  enterprises  that  tend  toward 
the  advancement  of  his  town,  materially  or 
socially. 


*^|QBERT  H.  CLARK,  dentist,  La 
Porte  City,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Livingston  County,  New  York, 
January  4,  1835,  a  son  of  Calvin  E. 
and  Harriet  C.  Clark,  who  were  of 
1  English  descent.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  State,  his  early  life 
having  been  spent  in  various  pursuits.  He 
has  been  twice  married,  taking  for  his  first 
wife,  .Mary  A.  Gilmore,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  James  Gilmore,  of  Springbrook,  Erie 
County,  New  York.  She  died  leaving  two 
children — William  G.  and  Emma  L.  Mr. 
Clark  was  subsequently  married  to  Mrs. 
Sallie  A.  (Woodley)  Kennedy,  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  W.  and  Rhoda  Woodley  of  La 
Porte  Citv.  Mrs.  Clark  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  County  for  many 
years.  She  was  formerly  married  to  the 
late  A.  C.  Kennedy  who  was  an  early  set¬ 
tler  of  this  county,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children — Estella  I.,  Orra  A. 
and  Olive  M.  In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Clark 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-sixth  New  York  Infantry.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
but  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  was  principally  held  in  re- 
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serve  by  General  Sigel.  I  le  was  shortly 
afterward  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever 
and  confined  in  the  hospitals  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  four  months.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  August,  1863.  lie  began  to 
practice  dentistry  in  1865  which  lie  fol¬ 
lowed  successfully  for  a  time  in  Michigan, 
and  also  in  Danville,  New  York.  He  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1873,  lo¬ 
cating  at  La  Porte  City,  where  he  has  since 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and 
has  established  an  excellent  professional 
reputation,  being  the  leading  dentist  of  this 
citv.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  a  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army 
post.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 


iRpjf  R.  JESSE  OREN  was  born  Sep- 


tember  22,  1824,  the  eldest  son 
of  John  and  Lydia  Oren.  John 
Oren  was  born  November  18,  1792, 
and  died  March  5,  1872,  and 

was  the  son  ol  Joseph  Oren,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years 
in  the  year  1838.  Joseph  Oren  was  the 
son  of  John  Oren,  who  had  a  hard  lot  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolutionary  war,  having  his 
house  torn  down  in  mid-winter  by  the  op¬ 
posing  party,  and  ten  children  sought  shel¬ 
ter  in  the  barn  from  the  snow  and  cold. 
About  this  time  a  noted  chase  occurred 
after  Dr.  Oren’s  maternal  great-grand¬ 
father,  Jacob  Keller.  All  his  ancestors 
on  both  sides  were  born  and  reared  in 
York  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  owned 
farms  adjoining  each  other.  These  farms 
were  near  the  Susquehanna  River — on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  Mid¬ 
dletown.  Just  below  Middletown  are  the 
rapids  in  the  river,  and  it  is  considered 
very  dangerous  to  attempt  a  passage  by 
any  ordinary  boat.  Middletown  is  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Sweet  Arrow  Creek 
with  the  river.  Jacob  Keller  had  gone 


across  the  river  and  was  attacked  and  pur¬ 
sued  to  the  mouth  of  this  creek.  Ice  was 
thick  in  both  river  and  creek  and  just 
grinding  along  prior  to  closing  up  for  the 
winter.  It  seemed  to  be  only  a  choice  as 
to  the  manner  of  dying !  Jacob  Keller 
chose  death  by  ice  and  water  rather  than  to 
be  captured.  He  rushed  in  among  the  ice, 
succeeding  after  a  time  in  getting  on  top 
of  a  large  cake  of  it,  and  went  over 
the  falls  safely  and  landed  on  an  island 
about  three  miles  below  the  falls !  On 
this  uninhabited  island  of  about  five 
acres  of  ground  he  remained  nearly 
three  days  before  the  river  closed  and  he 
was  able  to  cross  to  the  shore  on  the  ice. 
The  island  has  ever  since  been  called  “  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Island,”  although  no  living  person  ex¬ 
cept  Dr.  Oren,  we  presume,  could  give 
the  origin  of  its  name.  As  an  item  of  his¬ 
tory  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  of 
some  local  interest,  it  is  here  recorded. 
Dr.  Jesse  Oren  was  born  in  York  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  grew  up  on  the  home¬ 
stead  among  the  stones  and  briars,  trained 
to  economy  by  the  very  necessity  of  the  soil 
on  which  he  grew.  Where  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  waste,  nothing  can  be  wasted.  Pick¬ 
ing  and  hauling  stone  off  the  fields,  waltz¬ 
ing  behind  a  shovel  plow,  among  roots  and 
rocks,  formed  an  important  part  of  his 
preparatory  training.  It  was  important  to 
him,  but  by  no  means  in  accord  with  his 
tastes.  He  wanted  scholastic  training 
much  more  than  his  humble  surroundings 
seemed  able  to  supply.  He  left  home  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  a  most  important  epoch 
in  most  boys’  lives,  and  went  to  Church- 
town,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  here  indentured  himself  to  the  harness 
business ;  was  to  remain  three  years  with 
Mr.  P.,  who  was  to  send  him  to  school. 
This  he  failed  to  do.  Not  only  this,  but 
he  took  away  his  grammar  and  denied  him 
books  and  all  proper  facilities  for  progress. 
He  had  made  arrangements  with  Mr. 
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Hinkle,  principal  of  the  village  school,  to 
be  heard  a  grammar  lesson  after  9  o’clock 
at  night,  when  the  shop  had  closed  busi¬ 
ness.  This  was  offensive  to  Mr.  P.  and  he 
became  oppressive.  He  determined  to 
leave  him  ;  went  to  Lancaster,  Ohio,  where 
he  had  a  bachelor  uncle  living,  hoping  to 
find  favor  with  him,  which  he  did  in  every¬ 
thing  except  in  the  way  he  most  desired. 
Left  him  and  went  to  Plainfield  Academy, 
Mr.  Williams,  principal,  and  was  taken  as 
a  pupil  without  a  ready  dollar  to  give  him. 
Here  he  remained  for  three  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  felt  able  to  try  his 
powers  in  a  school-room.  To  this  end  he 
went  back  to  Pennsylvania,  to  Johnstown, 
where  he  also  had  an  uncle  living.  Here  he 
obtained  a  school  and  taught  during  the 
winter  of  1842  and  1843.  IR  the  spring  of 
1843  he  determined  to  go  to  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege,  Ohio,  and  there,  by  means  of  labor 
and  the  pittance  of  money  left  over  from  the 
wages  of  the  school,  put  in  as  much  time  at 
school  as  possible.  On  his  way  to  Oberlin  he 
passed  through  Richmond,  Ohio,  where 
there  was  a  new  college  just  opening.  On 
passing  up  the  street,  heavily  laden  with 
books  and  the  little  clothing  he  possessed, 
he  was  accosted  by  William  Lorimer,  D. 
D.,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  new  insti¬ 
tution,  as  also  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Richmond.  Dr.  Lorimer  inter¬ 
ested  himself  at  once  and  then  insisted  that 
he  should  go  home  with  him.  He  did  so. 
He  proved  to  be  just  what  Jesse  Oren 
needed — the  right  friend  at  the  right  time. 
Under  his  training  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  of  Richmond,  and 
afterward  transferred  the  membership  by 
letter  to  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  which  membership 
has  never  been  changed,  and  is  still  recog¬ 
nized  in  that  church.  Here  he  remained 
three  years,  all  the  time  at  study.  At  the  end 
of  five  months  Dr.  Lorimer  gave  him  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  character  and  sent  him  to  Judge 


McCullough,  who  lived  at  the  mouth  of 
Yellow  Creek,  about  three  miles  from 
Wellsville,  Ohio.  Here  he"  obtained  a 
school  at  good  wages,  but  soon  learned 
that  William  McCullough,  son  of  the  judge 
(and  at  the  present  time  superintendent  of 
a  railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Wellsville, 
Ohio,)  and  John  and  William  Hammond 
(now,  and  since,  and  during  the  civil  war, 
John  made  his  figure  as  an  eminent  physi¬ 
cian)  these  three  boys  were  to  commence 
the  study  of  algebra  and  geometry.  As  Mr. 
Oren  had  not  studied  geometry  at  all,  he 
felt  embarrassed,  but  nevertheless  assigned 
them  a  lesson  and  then  went  home  to  study 
it  himself.  As  his  school  was  but  ten  miles 
from  Richmond,  where  it  was  well  known 
that  he  was  unbooked  in  geometry,  and  as  he 
felt  the  situation  was  a  bad  one,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  fortify  himself  by  always  hearing 
the  lessons  of  the  boys  without  having  the 
book  in  his  hand.  In  five  months  the  boys 
passed  through  six  books  of  Legendre 
without  a  miss  or  a  fault.  This  will  be 
news  to  Dr.  John  Hammond  should  he  see 
this  in  print. 

At  the  end  of  the  school  term  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Richmond,  and  had  made  greater 
progress  than  his  class.  Necessity,  of 
course,  had  much  to  do  with  this.  Here 
he  remained  until  1846.  During  this  time 
Samuel  Shelly  gave  him  a  year’s  boarding 
and  refused  to  receive  a  moneyed  consid¬ 
eration  for  the  same.  Dr.  Lorimer  and  Mr. 
Shelly  are  highly  prized  and  have  his  con¬ 
tinued  gratitude  for  lasting  favors  given  at 
a  time  when  most  needed. 

By  continued  hard  study  and  close  con¬ 
finement  he  had  injured  his  health.  His 
nervous  system  had  become  greatly  im¬ 
paired  and  he  had  also  become  an  asthmatic. 
This  greatly  alarmed  him  and  he  sought 
medical  advice.  Instead  of  receiving  good 
advice  he  received  drugs ;  he  read  up  every¬ 
thing  mentioned  by  the  doctor.  He  be¬ 
came  a  medical  student  so  far  as  his  own 
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case  was  in  question,  and  of  course,  like  all 
other  non-professional  readers,  could  al¬ 
ways  find  his  own  case  covered  by  what  he 
read.  His  own  mind  was  continually  sub¬ 
ordinating  his  body  and  would  have  driven 

c  1  j 

it  out  of  existence  had  he  not  found  a  mas¬ 
ter  mind  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Rily,  of 
1  larrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  who,  after  Jesse 
had  been  sent  home  from  Ohio  by  the 
doctors  to  die  of  consumption,  saw  the 
trouble  was  not  in  the  lungs,  but  rather  in 
the  disordered  nervous  system,  a  result  of 
want  of  exercise  and  close  study.  He  was 
restored  to  health,  not  by  drugs,  but  by 
good  advice  and  the  proper  control  of  the 
mind.  This  led  him  to  the  study  of  med¬ 
icine  as  a  profession.  When  the  depress¬ 
ing  influence  of  the  mind  was  removed,  he 
was  quite  well  in  less  than  three  months. 
He  now  entered  Dickinson  College,  Car¬ 
lisle,  Pennsylvania,  alid  at  the  same  time 
the  office  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Foulke  as  a  medi¬ 
cal  student,  doing  double  work.  During 
the  winter  of  1S47  and  1848  he  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  In  1850  Dr. 
Oren  was  instrumental  in  opening  the  Ship- 
pingsburg  Academy  and  Normal  School, 
of  Shippingsburg,  Pennsylvania,  Avith  him¬ 
self  as  principal  in  the  normal  department, 
and  Rev.  Laverty  as  financial  manager  and 
conductor  of  the  school.  This  school  is 
still  in  existence  and  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition.  In  1852  he  again  attended  lectures 
in  the  same  institution.  At  his  first  course 
of  lectures  he  became  greatly  interested  in 
the  clinics  of  the  city,  and  began  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  what  he  hoped  he  might  some  day 
be  able  to  publish  in  book  form.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  clinics  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hos¬ 
pital,  Blockly  Hospital,  Wells  Hospital 
and  the  Jefferson  College,  and  made  notes 
on  644  important  surgical  and  medical 
cases.  These  notes  were  the  sayings  of 
Doctors  Wood,  Mitchell,  Gherard,  Pepper, 
Stillee,  Morris,  Dungleson,  Mutter,  Pan- 
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coast,  Gibson,  Norris,  Pease,  Neil,  H.  H. 
Smith,  Agnew  and  Gilbert,  names  of  high 
repute  in  the  medical  profession.  'This 
work  has  never  been  printed,  mainly  for 
want  of  funds  at  the  proper  time.  In  1852 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  P.  Pray, 
daughter  of  Michael  Pray,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  poet  said  that  in  “  hours  of  ease,  wom¬ 
an  was  uncertain,  coy  and  hard  to  please.” 
The  poet  did  not  know  Mrs.  Oren,  since 
she  did  not  become  “  coy  and  hard  to 
please  ”  in  times  of  ease,  but  was  ever 
ready,  whether  “  pain  and  anguish  wrung 
the  brow  ”  or  not,  to  act  as  the  “  minis¬ 
tering  angel.”  The  issue  of  this  marriage 
Avas  tAvelve  children — Michael,  Samuel 
A.,  Laura  Mary,  Emma  M.,  Harriet  J., 
Mamie,  Caroline,  Mary  Ida,  Viola  E., 
Jessie  B.,  Alice  Lorimer  and  Florence 
May.  Only  five  of  these  are  now  living — 
Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Emma  M.,  Harriet  J.,  Mary 
Ida  and  Viola  E.  After  marriage  he  be¬ 
came  principal  of  the  Strasburg  Academy, 
a  school  of  some  age  and  note,  situated  in 
Strasburg,  eight  miles  southeast  of  Lancas¬ 
ter  City.  This  did  not  prove  lucrative 
and  Avas  sold  out  to  Prof.  Nichols,  after  a 
trial  of  one  year.  He  then  moved  to  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  opened  a  medical  office  in 
North  Eleventh  street,  opposite  St.  Mala- 
chi’s  Church,  and  at  the  same  time  spent 
all  leisure  time  in  the  hospitals,  and  at¬ 
tending  lectures.  In  1854  the  Penn  Medi¬ 
cal  University  conferred  the  adeundem 
degree  of  M>  D.  upon  him,  and  soon  after 
this  he  entered  the  Russian  medical  ser- 
Arice  and  Avent  to  the  Crimea.  He  Avas 
recommended  to  the  Russian  Legation  at 
Washington  by  George  M.  Dallas,  Vice- 
President  under  Polk.  In  the  fall  and 
Avinter  of  1855  he  served  in  a  large  hospital 
in  Backsisaria,  situated  about  tAvelve  miles 
north  of  Sebastopol.  Subsequently  he  was 
sent  to  Cherson  and  served  in  Hospital 
No.  18  until  the  end  of  the  Avar.  When  the 
Emperor  visited  the  Crimea  in  October, 
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1855,  by  his  order,  he  received  a  present  of 
twenty-five  rubles.  The  occasion  giving 
rise  to  this  notoriety  was  about  as  follows: 
Upon  arrival  at  headquarters  in  the  Crimea 
he  was  given  two  Aveeks  to  prepare  for  duty. 
The  Russian  Latin  Dispensatory  Avas 
placed  in  his  hands  and  he  Avas  ordered  to 
accompany  a  German  physician  in  his  daily 
duties  in  the  hospital,  learn  enough  Russian 
to  ask  the  necessary  medical  questions  of 
the  sick,  and  then  to  dictate  in  Latin  all  di¬ 
rections  and  prescriptions  for  the  sick  to 
the  Russian  steward  or  nurse.  This,  at 
first,  appeared  to  him  a  large  undertak¬ 
ing,  but  it  was  accomplished  with  but  little 
effort.  At  the  end  of  the  tAAro  Aveeks  it  be¬ 
came  his  duty  to  lead  in  the  Avork,  folloAved 
by  the  German  physician  as  his  critic  and 
judge.  Soon  Dr.  Oren  dictated  a  pill  in 
which  he  ordered  molasses  to  hold  the  in¬ 
gredients  together.  To  this  the  German 
physician  protested  and  substituted  honey. 
Dr.  Oren  told  him  that  molasses  Avas 
equally  authoritative.  He  offered  to  bet 
him  a  bottle  of  Avine.  Dr.  Oren  took  the 
bet,  but  substituted  for  the  Avine  a  pair  of 
boots,  should  he  A\rin.  Within  tAArenty-four 
hours  he  procured  the  necessary  authority 
on  the  subject.  Dr.  Oren  Avon.  The  Em¬ 
peror  Avas  in  the  south  soon  after,  and 
coming  to  Backsiseria,  when  this  occurred, 
the  circumstance  Avas  mentioned  to  him  by 
the  General  Staff  doctor,  Avho  had  full 
knoAvledge  of  the  controversy  betAveen  Dr. 
Oren  and  the  German  physician.  This 
little  circumstance  proved  of  considerable 
pecuniary  adAmntage  to  him  as  he  Avas  soon 
thereafter  sent  to  Cherson  to  a  more 
important  charge,  and  Avas  granted  priv- 
ileges  Avhich  amounted  to  a  $1,000  in 
three  months.  The  Avar  being  ended 
he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  Avith- 
in  ten  days  thereafter  came  West  to 
loAva.  This  occurred  in  September,  1856. 
His  first  purchase  Avas  a  piece  of  land  of 
Frank  BoAvman,  eight  miles  northeast  of 


IoAva  City,  Avhere  he  built  a  house,  and 
through  the  influence  of  GoA^ernor  Kirk- 
Avood  got  a  mail  route  established  from 
IoAva  City,  via  his  house,  and  Western,  to 
Cedar  Rapids.  A  postoffice  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  his  house  and  he  Avas  appointed 
postmaster.  This  formed  the  nucleus  of 
Avh at  after ward  became  North  Liberty.  He 
remained  here  until  the  spring  of  1858, 
Avhen  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  La  Porte 
City  and  entered  into  partnership  Avith  Dr. 
Jesse  Wasson  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
About  this  time  he  became  much  interested 
in  the  study  of  bees  as  a  side  business, 
spending  all  his  leisure  hours  in  study  and 
observations  among  them.  He  purchased 
six  colonies,  giving  $100  for  them.  In  i860 
he  received  an  Italian  queen  bee  from  J. 
P.  Mahan,  Philadelphia,  paying  $22.50  for 
her.  This  Avas  the  first  queen  of  that  breed 
Avhich  had  been  brought  West  of  the  Ohio 
River.  In  1861  his  apiary  numbered  150 
colonies,  and  at  no  time  since  then  has  he 
had  less  than  a  hundred  colonies  except  in 
the  spring  of  1881,  when  the  number  Avas 
reduced  to  eighty-five.  This  Avas  the  sea¬ 
son  of  great  mortality  among  bees  through¬ 
out  the  entire  country,  many  having  hun¬ 
dreds  losing  all.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
North  American  Bee  Association,  iioav  in 
its  seventeenth  year  of  existence,  as  also  a 
mgpiber  of  the  IoAva  State  Bee  Society, 
and  Cedar  V alley  Society. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  he  moved  to  the 
farm  Avhere  he  iioav  lives,  some  four  and  a 
half  miles  east  of  La  Porte  City.  At  that 
time  it  consisted  of  120  acres,  since  then 
it  has  been  increased  to  1,000  acres;  he 
owns  besides,  213  acres  in  Bremen  and 
ChickasaAv  counties,  IoAva,  as  also  some 
tOAvn  property  in  La  Porte  City,  and  a 
Avinter  home  and  orange  grove  of  ninety- 
tAvo  trees  and  nursery  in  the  city  of  Day¬ 
tona,  Florida.  Daytona  is  about  sixty-five 
miles  south  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  East 
coast,  and  is  considered  the  most  important 
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and  thrifty  place  south  of  St.  Augustine. 
It  is  called  the  “  Capital  of  the  East  Coast  ’’ 
in  a  long  letter  by  A.  D.  1  larger,  in  the 
Chicago  Times,  dated  March  20,  1886,  and 
the  name  “  Fountain  City  ”  was  given  to 
it  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  arte¬ 
sian  wells  in  the  city,  there  being  not  far 
from  200.  This  property,  besides  other  per¬ 
sonal  effects,  has  all  been  made  through 
bees,  short  horns,  horses,  farming,  energy 
and  strict  economy.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Im¬ 
proved  Stock-Breeders’  Association,  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  thirteen  years  ago 
and  continues  to  be  a  member  of  the 
same.  This  society  has  just  issued  its 
twelfth  volume  of  its  transactions,  and  re¬ 
ceives  an  annual  appropriation  of  $5,000 
from  the  State  to  aid  in  printing  and  dis¬ 
tributing  its  doings.  He  has  done  much 
to  introduce  improved  stock  into  his  sec¬ 
tion  of  t he  State.  Durham  cattle  and 
Clydesdale  horses  have  been  his  favorites. 
He  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Union 
State  Bank  of  La  Porte  City,  Iowa,  and 
one  of  its  directors  now,  and  from  the  be¬ 
ginning. 

o  o 


Wil^ENJAMlN  J.  RODAMAR,  sec- 


tion  26,  Eagle  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Somerset  County,  P^i  in- 


k]@r  svlvania,  born  March  6,  1845,  a  son 
of  John  and  Minnie  Rodamar,  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  Ilis  mother  died 
when  he  was  an  infant,  and  he  was  reared 
bv  friends,  but  from  the  age  of  twelve 
vears  depended  on  his  own  exertions  for 
his  maintenance.  His  early  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  but  by  steady  ap¬ 
plication  and  close  observance  he  became 
well  informed,  and  when  sixteen  years  of 
age  began  teaching  school,  a  vocation  he 
followed  eight  years.  His  first  school  books 
were  bought  with  $5  earned  by  chopping 
cord  wood  at  20  cents  a  cord.  March  8, 


1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Susan  Like,  a  native  of  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania,  born  August,  1846,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  S.  J.  Pike,  now  of  Carroll  County, 
Illinois.  April  14,  1869,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Rodamar  moved  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa.  In  1870  they  located  on  the  farm 
which  is  now  their  home,  but  which  at 
that  time  was  a  bare  tract  of  prairie  land. 
This  land  Mr.  Rodamar  has  improved,  and 
his  fine  farm  of  320  acres  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  county.  He  has  been  one.  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  his  township,  and  has 
held  many  official  positions  of  trust,  viz.: 
Supervisor,  assessor,  trustee  and  clerk.  For 
ten  years  he  has  been  school  director,  and 
for  six  years  he  was  supervisor  of  the 
Fourth  District.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
in  1868  for  General  Grant.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rodamar  have  seven  children — Henry  W., 
Ira,  Albert,  Emma,  Grace,  Lottie  and  Alta. 


M1VARCUS  BATEMAN,  one  of  the 
representative  agriculturists  of 


Eagle  Township,  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  Black  Hawk  County 

f  since  February,  1866.  From  that  time 
till  December,  1868,  he  lived  in  Black 
Hawk  Township,  and  then  removed  to  his 
present  home.  He  owns  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  his  township,  containing  240  acres. 
A  thoroughly  systematic  farmer,  bred  to 
the  business,  his  farm  shows  care  and  atten¬ 
tion.  His  buildings,  which  were  erected 
at  a  cost  of  over  $4,000,  are  models  of  com¬ 
fort  and  convenience.  Near  his  residence 
he  has  a  fine  grove  of  six  acres,  which  he 
planted  and  is  another  evidence  of  his  thrift 
and  far-sightedness.  Mr.  Bateman  was 
born  in  Rutland  County,  Vermont,  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1832,  the  eldest  of  three  children  of 
Orlando  and  Mary  Ann  (Ames)  Bateman, 
natives  of  the  same  county.  In  1848  his 
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parents  moved  to  Oswego  County,  New 
York,  and  there  his  mother  died  in  1854. 
His  father  came  to  Iowa  in  later  life  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  1879. 
yis  brother  Hiram  lives  in  Palo  Alto 
County,  Iowa,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Annice 
Newton,  died  in  February,  1879.  I n  1 85 5 
Mr.  Bateman  came  West  and  located  in 
Kane  County,  Illinois,  where,  March  22, 
1856,  he  married  Hannah  M.  Ravlin,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York  State,  daughter  of  John 
Ravlin.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was 
five  years  of  age,  and  her  father  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bateman  have 
three  sons — George  A.,  Hiram  O.  and 
William  H.  Three  children  are  deceased 
— Nellie  and  Clark  (twins)  and  Mary.  Clark 
died  in  early  infancy,  Nellie  aged  five  years, 
and  Mary  aged  sixteen  months.  In  politics 
Mr.  Bateman  casts  his  suffrage  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  held  the  offices 
of  trustee,  magistrate  and  assessor.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
church. 


33-<D£^-c 


HOMAS  J.  SHANE,  farmer,  sec¬ 
tion  27,  Barclay  Township,  postof¬ 
fice  Jesup,  Buchanan  County,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1841,  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Sarah  Shane,  also  natives  of  the  Qua¬ 
ker  State.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  in  1867  came  to  Iowa  and  located 
in  Black  Hawk  County.  He  has  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  through  life  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  years,  and  has 
made  a  success  of  his  vocation,  having  now 
a  fine  farm  of  320  acres,  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  all  acquired  by  his  own 
energy  and  industry  as  he  had  no  means 
with  which  to  begin  life.  He  is  an  influ¬ 
ential  citizen  of  the  township,  and  is  always 
ready  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  advance  an}" 
enterprise  of  public  benefit.  He  takes  an 
interest  in  all  questions  pertaining  to  the 


material  welfare  of  the  township,  and  has 
held  several  offices  of  trust,  always  per¬ 
forming  his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  pains¬ 
taking  manner.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the 
defense  of  his  country  in  the  Forty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  three  years 
and  ten  days.  He  participated  in  the  en¬ 
gagements  at  Vicksburg,  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Hatchie,  and  many  others  of  less  note.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  was  married  in  1871,  to  Andora  Trum- 
bauer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  De¬ 
cember  1 6,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  (Boyer)  Trumbauer,  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  now  of  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa.  They  have  four  children;  but  two  are 
living — Neven  V.,  born  August  27,  1878; 
Charles  N.,  born  July  19,  1880;  Cora  Mary, 
born  August  19,  1872,  died  September  23, 
1876,  and  Mella  Viola,  born  March  18,  1874, 
died  September  n,  1876. 


ROBERT  WYATT  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  England,  June  26, 
1839.  His  parents,  Samuel  and 
Maria  Wyatt,  had  a  family  of  thir¬ 
teen  children,  of  whom  he  is  the 
tenth.  Of  this  family  but  four  are  liv¬ 
ing — James  and  Mary  Amy  are  in  England, 
Samuel  lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
and  Robert  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In 
the  spring  of  1858  the  father  and  Samuel 
left  England  for  America  and  located  in 
Canada,  and  the  following  fall  the  mother, 
with  three  sons,  George,  John  and  Robert, 
followed  him.  John  went  to  California, 
and  thence  to  British  Columbia,  where  he 
died.  George  came  to  Iowa  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  16,  Lincoln 
Township,  Black  Hawk  County  (now  the 
home  of  our  subject),  where  he  died  in 
November,  1869.  In  1864  the  parents  re¬ 
turned  to  England  and  in  1865  Samuel  and 
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Robert  followed  them,  but  in  1867  came 
again  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa.  February  9, 
1871,  Robert  married  Susan  (Bishop) 
Wyatt,  widow  of  his  brother  George. 
After  his  marriage  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  which  is  still  his  home.  His  wife  died 
March  2,  1873,  aged  thirty-three  years  and 
eight  months.  Their  only  child,  George, 
was  adopted  by  D.  Freeman.  Mrs.  Wyatt 
had  a  family  of  six  children  by  her  first 
marriage — Mary  Ann,  Ella,  Maria,  Emma, 
John  and  Samuel.  February  17,  1877,  Mr. 
Wyatt  married  Alice  Witt,  a  native  of 
Hampshire,  England,  born  July  16,  1854, 
daughter  of  George  Witt,  who  came  with 
his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1868  and 
settled  in  Waterloo,  Iowa.  They  have  a 
family  of  three  children — William,  Charles 
and  Raymond.  In  politics  Mr.  Wyatt  is  a 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  church. 

o  o 


‘I^TflLUAM  MILLER,  residing  on 
section  21,  Orange  Township,  is 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
SP  county,  coming  here  in  March, 
i860.  He  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  September  26, 
1827,  his  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Walk¬ 
er)  Miller,  being  reared  and  married  in 
the  same  county.  His  father  died  there  in 
June,  1850,  and  his  mother  is  now  making 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
Lichty,  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania, 
being  now  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  Our 
subject  spent  his  youth  in  assisting  his  fa¬ 
ther  with  the  duties  of  the  farm,  remaining 
with  his  parents  till  twenty-one  years  of 
a«*e.  His  education  was  obtained  at  the 
district  schools  which  he  attended  during 
the  winter  months.  January  7,  1849,  he 
was  married  to  Lydia  Like,  who  was  born 
in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  9, 


1829,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  the  first-born  died  in 
infancy,  and  their  second  child,  Elias,  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years.  Those  living  are — 
Sarah,  wife  of  Ephraim  Lichty  ;  Susan,  wife 
of  Eli  Dietz,  of  Douglas  County,  Dakota, 
and  John  Wesley,  of  Brule  County,  Dakota. 
Mr.  Miller  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
his  wife  March  13,  1862,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Abigail  Buechley,  August 
25,  1862,  and  of  the  ten  children  born  to 
this  union  six  survive — Lewis,  Myra  May, 
Alvin  B.,  Ada  Belle,  Silas  B.,  and  Mabel 
Olive,  all  living  at  home.  Byron  and  Ly¬ 
man  died  in  infancy ;  Eugene  died  aged 
four  years,  and  Frank  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  7, 
1837,  a  daughter  of  Elias  K.  and  Barbara 
(Good)  Buechley.  Her  mother  died  in 
Pennsylvania,  February  3,  1851,  and  her 
father  and  stepmother,  Sally  (Klingaman) 
Buechley,  now  make  their  home  with  her 
and  our  subject.  Mr.  Miller  visited  Black 
Hawk  County  in  1857,  but  the  same  year 
returned  to  his  home  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
settled  here  in  March,  i860,  as  before  stated, 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  his  brother, 
Mathias,  had  bought  for  him  a  few  years 
previous.  He  is  now  classed  among  the 
active,  progressive  citizens  of  Orange 
Township,  and  in  the  work  of  developing, 
improving  and  building  up  its  interests  he 
has  always  been  in  the  front  rank.  The 
first  year  he  came  here  he  added  forty  acres 
of  land  to  his  original  purchase,  and  owing 
to  his  industrious  habits  and  good  business 
management  he  has  met  with  excellent  suc¬ 
cess,  and  now  owns  a  homestead  of  280 
acres,  with  good  building  improvements. 
Mr.  Miller  has  associated  with  him  in  busi¬ 
ness  his  son-in-law,  Ephraim  Lichty,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Miller  &  Lichty,  deeding 
to  him  one-half  interest  in  the  homestead. 
They  also  own  160  acres  on  section  31, 
Orange  Township,  the  home  of  Mr.  Licht)T, 


44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4rM 

4fr4 

*4 

4r4f 

+'r+' 

44 

4:4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

~  1^1 

414 

44 

«l4 

44 

44 

*4 

4v 

~A&A 

~A&J 

*4 

^A&A 

4r* 

~a*Wa 

►4 

44 


444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444$i4444444444444444444444444 
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 44 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 


'(W 

4 '4 
44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44' 

▼ik4i 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4>: 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


345 


vv 

am 

vv 

k”  kT< 

vv 

kTi  kTi 

VV 

k^.k^J 

vv 

k^k^U 

vv 

VV 

wv 

vv 

k^lk^l 

44 

k^jl  kTi 

44 

k”>  k* 

l^kTi 

44 

k”  k»i 

44 

k”  kTi 

Vat 

44 

»T<  k” 

44 

kTik^ 

44 

44 

kTik^i 

44' 

44 

»T>  k»i 

44 

kTtv^i 

44 

-44 

•TilTi 

44 

VV 

I^l^l 

k^kTi 

w 

1^1^ 

l^l^» 

vv 

vv 

vv 

k^l^» 

vv 

k^lk^l 

vv 

vv 

Ik^lk^l 

w 

vv 

w 

1^1  k^l 

vv 

w 


$$ 

w 

w 

w 

w 

w 

w 

w 

k^k^ 

w 

w 

vv 

k^  k^i 

w 

:♦:$ 

am 

44 

k^i^i 

v^ik^i 

44 

kTiiT^ 

44 

44 

44 

44. 

k^i  k^j 

44 

44 

k^i»^4 

44 

kTii^ 

44 

44 

kVikTi 

44 

k^n^li 

44 

44 

44 

kTi  k^l 

44 

kVJkTi 

44 


and  160  acres  in  Brule  County,  Dakota. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  active  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  church.  In  politics 
Mr.  Miller  was  reared  a  Whig,  but  has 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  since  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  that  part}7. 


'AMES  WILSON,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  Indi- 
ana,  July  4,  1816.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
lb  subsequently  lived  in  Kentucky,  from 
which  State  they  came  to  Indiana, 
where  they  lived  till  their  death.  James 
Wilson  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his  father 
being  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  his 
youth  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
was  twice  married,  taking  for  his  first  wife 
Miss  Lovina  Lawhorn,  by  whom  he  had 
one  daughter — Sarah  Ann.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Nancy  E.  Hayden,  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1851,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  ten  children — Florence,  died  asred 
thirteen  months ;  James  N.,  died  aged  two 
and  a  half  years;  Kate,  married  G.  B. 
Dickey,  living  on  the  homestead  with  her 
mother;  Hampton  T.,  married  Elizabeth 
Philp,  living  in  Hamilton  County,  Iowa ; 
George  W.,  living  with  his  mother,  married 
Lillie  Hoag  ;  Grace,  wife  of  Horace  Kline¬ 
felter;  Carrie,  Willis  W.  and  Richard  L.,  at 
home  ;  Maud,  died  aged  two  years.  Mrs. 
Wilson  was  born  November  22,  1831,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Mercer  County, Kentucky,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Ellen  (Wright)  Hayden, 
the  father  born  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
mother  a  native  of  England.  The  parents 
were  married  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, and 
with  their  family  moved  to  Johnson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Indiana,  in  1837,  where  the  father  died. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
lived  at  Franklin,  Johnson  County,  Indi¬ 
ana,  till  they  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
Illinois,  in  March,  1870,  living  in  the  latter 
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county  three  and  a  half  years.  In  October, 
1873,  Mr.  Wilson  brought  his  family  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  on 
section  31,  Lincoln  Township,  where  his 
energy  and  taste  enabled  him  to  make  very 
fine  improvement.  He  erected  a  very 
handsome  residence,  and  farm  buildings  to 
correspond,  and  his  farm,  which  contained 
560  acres,  was  one  of  the  best  improved  in 
the  township.  But  he  did  not  live  to  enjoy 
his  beautiful  home  more  than  a  few  years, 
his  death  occurring  February  26,  1876.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  church, 
believing  in  its  doctrines  till  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  irre¬ 
proachable  character,  and  was  highly  es¬ 
teemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
possessed  of  a  fair  share  of  this  world’s 
goods,  bringing  with  him  to  this  county  a 
cash  capital  of  $2,000.  In  politics  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son  was  in  early  days  an  old-line  Whig. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  for  seven  years  while  living  in  Franklin, 
Indiana.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  His  widow  stilt  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Lincoln  township. 


vv\/V(' 


VVAa. 


f,  ENRY  STEARS  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  county  since  October, 
1864,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  has  made  all  the  improvements 
on  his  place,  erected  a  good  frame 
house  and  barn,  and  has  his  farm,  which 
contains  eighty  acres,  all  under  cultivation. 
Mr.  Stears  was  born  in  Kilnsea,  a  small 
hamlet  on  the  sea-coast,  several  miles  north 
of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Humber,  in  York¬ 
shire,  England,  February  1,  1827,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Harrison)  Stears, 
who  immigrated  with  their  family  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1835  and  settled  at  St.  Joseph  County, 
Michigan,  on  Government  land,  which  they 
converted  into  an  excellent  farm,  living 
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there  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in 
1862  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  the 
mother  dying  in  1871,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  our 
subject  being  the  tenth  child.  Theireldest 
son,  Will  iam,  was  drowned  in  1847  M  flie 
age  of  thirty -six  years.  Henry  Stears,  our 
subject,  was  married  September  30,  1855, 
to  Hannah  M.  Thurston.  They  have  two 
children — Charles  II.,  born  July  1,  1856, 
and  Amanda  G.,  born  August  16,  1858, 
both  nativesof  Bremer  County,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Stears  was  born  July  16,  1835,  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  where  she  lived  till  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  when  her  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  she 
lived  till  her  marriage.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Amanda  (Fletcher)  Thurston, 
who  are  now  living  in  Bremer  County,  Iowa. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Lisle,  Broome 
County,  New  York,  February  24,  1810,  and 
at  the  age  of  seven  he  went  with  his  parents 
to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  He  was  married  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  and  of  the  six  children 
born  to  him  Mrs.  Stears  is  the  eldest.  Mr. 
Stears  has  held  the  office  of  township  trus¬ 
tee  three  terms  and  has  served  several 
terms  as  school  director.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  more  recently  he  has  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Greenback  party. 
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1|§|gif  PHRAIM  LICHTY,  the  youngest 
^yUllT  son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (My- 


&  ers)  Lichty,  is  a  native  of  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  born 
March  20,  1846.  His  parents  were 
also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  lived 
to  rear  a  large  family,  they  being  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  sons  and  six  daughters.  Ephraim 
Lichty  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  and  immediate^  be¬ 
gan  working  a  farm.  Shortly  after  he 


bought  a  farm  in  Black  Hawk  Township, 
Grundy  County,  on  which  he  resided  till 
the  fall  of  1879.  December  3,  1874,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Miller,  who  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania, 
June  21,  1853,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Lydia  Miller, of  Orange  Township.  To  them 
have  been  born  one  child — Lydia  Elsie,  born 
January  25,  1876.  They  also  have  an  adopt¬ 
ed  child,  Glenn  Lichty,  born  January  20, 
1884,  a  son  of  their  cousin,  Charles  Lichty. 
In  October,  1879,  Mr.  Lichty  moved  to  the 
home  of  his  father-in-law,  on  section  21, 
Orange  Township,  and  later  settled  on  sec¬ 
tion  31,  where  they  own  conjointly  160  acres 
of  choice  land.  He  owns  in  connection 
with  his  father-in-law  two  farms  in  this 
township,  besides  one  in  Dakota.  Both 
Mr.  Lichty  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  church.  In  politics  he 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 


AMES  GIBBONS,  farmer,  section 
33,  Barclay  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  August  14,  1826, 
a  son  of  Patrick  and  Sarah  Gibbons. 
His  parents  died  in  their  native  coun¬ 
try,  the  father  aged  seventy-fiv3 
years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy. 
He  was  reared  in  Ireland  and  in  1846  came 
to  America,  and  lived  the  first  seven  months 
in  Rhode  Island,  working  on  the  railroad. 
He  then  went  to  New  York  and  worked 
twenty-two  months  and  thence  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Central,  and  twenty-one  months 
later  to  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  a  year. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1867,  and  located  on 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  29,  Barclay 
Township,  Black  Hawk  County,  where  he 
lived  ten  years,  and  in  1879  located  on  his 
present  farm,  which  contains  160  acres  of 
land.  At  that  time  his  land  was  uncultivat¬ 
ed  and  unimproved,  but  by  perseverance 
and  hard  work  he  has  made  it  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township,  his  residence 
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and  farm  buildings  being  large  and  conven¬ 
ient  and  in  good  repair.  Thus  he  has  im¬ 
proved  two  Iowa  farms,  and  has  by  his  en¬ 
ergy  and  industry  made  for  himself  a  good 
property  and  placed  himself  and  his  family 
above  the  fears  of  want  and  penury.  Mr. 
Gibbons  has  been  in  his  political  affiliations 
a  Democrat,  and  has  voted  with  his  party 
in  all  national  elections  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  and  when  Lincoln  and  Grant 
were  the  Presidential  candidates.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  school  trustee,  tak¬ 
ing  a  special  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  public-school  system.  He  was 
married  October  ii,  1851,  in  Norwich,  Con¬ 
necticut,  to  Ann  Wade,  a  native  of  County 
Longford,  Ireland,  born  in  1831.  They  have 
had  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are 
living — James,  a  priest  of  the  Catholic 
church,  at  Kankakee,  Illinois;  Mary,  a  sister 
of  charity;  Michael,  Sarah,  Ella,  Susan, 
John,  Omer,  Henry  and  Josephine  (twins), 
Lizzie  and  Ree  (twins),  Annie  and  Edward. 
Annie,  Lizzie  and  Edward  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Gibbons  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  church. 
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L.  SHAW  was  born  in  Wyo¬ 
ming  County,  New  York,  March 
28,  1836,  a  son  of  Harvey  and 
Eunice  (Byam)  Shaw,  the  father 
born  in  Castleton,  Vermont,  February 
12,  1795,  and  the  mother  a  native  of 
Otsego  County,  New  York,  born  January  8, 
1799.  The  father  commenced  farming 
in  Genesee  County,  New  York,  and  was 
there  married.  He  left  that  county  in  1855, 
bringinghis  family  to  De  Kalb  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  resided 
there  till  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
19,  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The 
mother  came  to  live  with  her  son,  C.  L.,  in 
1876,  with  whom  she  resided  till  her  death, 
February  3, 1882.  C.  L.,  our  subject,  enlisted 


in  the  late  war  August  9,  1862,  in  Company 
A,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois  Infan¬ 
try.  He  was  with  Sherman  in  the  princi¬ 
pal  battles  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
and  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  being  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  at  the 
grand  review  at  Washington,  and  from 
there  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  Avas  mus¬ 
tered  out  June  7,  1865.  In  the  fall  of  1865 
he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  the  first  year  at 
Cedar  Falls,  where  he  engaged  in  teaming. 
He  then  bought  160  acres  of  unimproved 
land  on  section  18,  Fox  Township,  this 
county,  and  after  living  on  this  land  nine 
years  he  sold  it  and  bought  his  present 
farm,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  now  owns  in  all  200  acres  of  valuable 
land,  located  on  sections  10,  11  and  35, 
Poyner  Township.  December  23,  1857,  he 
was  married  to  Jenette  M.  Culver,  who  was 
born  February  1,  1835,  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Almira  (Brown)  Culver,  natives  of 
New  England.  Her  parents  came  to  De 
Kalb  County,  Illinois,  in  1852  where  she 
lived  till  her  marriage.  The  father  died  in 
1864,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and  his  widow 
now  lives  in  Waterloo,  this  county,  with  a 
daughter.  Mrs.  Shaw  died  August  21, 
1885.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Advent 
church,  her  husband  being  a  member  of 
the  same  denomination.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shaw  were  born  four  children — Elmer 
F.,  born  September  29,  1859,  married  Anna 
Chamberlain  and  is  living  on  the  home 
farm;  Carrie  D.,  born  March  31,  1862,  wife 
of  William  Wheeler,  of  Fox  Township; 
Lotta  D.,  born  April  25,  1869,  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  Robert  J.,  born 
July  23,  1879,  m  Black  Hawk  County.  In 
politics  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
served  one  term  as  assessor  of  Poyner 
Township,  and  while  living  in  Fox  Town¬ 
ship  he  served  as  township  clerk.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John  Shaw, 
was  an  Englishman  by  birth.  He  followed 
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///STORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


the  sea  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  for 
many  years  was  captain  of  a  vessel.  I  le 
finally  settled  in  Rutland  County,  Ver¬ 
mont.  Being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
State,  and  there  took  up  a  large  farm.  His 
son  John,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar¬ 
ried  Kesiah  Chamberlain  and  had  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  children,  his  youngest  son,  John, 
being  our  subject’s  father.  He  married 
Eunice  Byam,  and  to  them  were  born 
twelve  children,  their  names  given  in  order 
of  their  birth  being  as  follows:  Sarah  B., 
Mary  A.,  Lydia,  Clarissa,  Eunice,  Trypho- 
sa,  Roxy  B.,  Mary  A.,  Harvey  W.,  John 
D.,  C.  L.  and  Franklin  U. 


IffjtARTON  JAY,  of  Cedar  Falls 
jjgfJi  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  in 


'  which  State  he  was  born  March 
26,  1833,  a  son  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Burnside)  Jay.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  six  years  of  age, 
and  his  father  afterward  married  Polly 
Baliff.  He  lived  in  Ohio  till  attaining  his 
eighteenth  year,  when  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  Bureau  County,  Illinois,  where 
he  resided  many  years.  Mr.  Jay  has  been 
twice  married.  His  first  marriage  occurred 
in  February,  1856,  to  Rebecca  Julien,  who 
died  leaving  two  children — Sarah  E.,  born 
June  7,  1857,  and  Emma  J.,  born  April  3, 
1861.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Lydia  J.  Harding,  October  15,  1866,  and  to 
this  union  has  been  born  two  children — 
Bertha  E.,  born  May  23,  1869,  and  George 
B.,  born  December  9,  1870.  Mr.  Jay  came 
to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1866,  and  after  living 
a  short  time  in  Lucas  County  he  removed 
to  Black  Hawk  County  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  is  an  industrious  farm¬ 
er,  and  by  his  good  management  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  success  out  of  his  farm,  which  con¬ 
tains  eighty  acres  of  land  under  high  culti¬ 
vation.  Mr.  Jay  is  always  interested  in 


educational  matters.  In  politics  he  casts 
his  suffrage  with  the  Republican  party. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  as  well  as  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Cedar  Falls  Township. 


[AMUEL  D.  SHAW,  one  of  the 
old  and  respected  pioneers  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Rutland  County,  Vermont, 
April  19,  1 8 1 1 ,  a  son  of  Augustus 
and  Prudence  Shaw,  natives  of  New 
England,  his  father  being  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  After  reaching  maturity  our  sub¬ 
ject  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he 


was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 


several  years.  He  then  removed  to  Lock, 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
the  same  business,  and  also  served  as  mag¬ 
istrate.  He  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Stoughton,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  (Nichols)  Stoughton,  who  came 
from  New  England  to  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  among  the  early  settlers.  Mrs.  Shaw’s 


maternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 


war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  among 
those  who  were  surrendered  to  the  British 
through  the  treachery  of  Major  Benedict. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  have  two  children  liv¬ 
ing — Sarah  A.,  now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Eason,  and 
Henry  B.  They  also  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Betts, 
of  Benton  County,  Iowa.  Their  son,  Henry 
B.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  en¬ 
listing  in  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
participated  in  many  important  battles,  and 
on  one  occasion  was  severely  wounded. 
After  his  term  of  service  had  expired  he 
re-enlisted  as  a  veteran.  He  served  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  war,  and  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  Mr.  Shaw  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1852,  and 
settled  in  Orange  Township,  having  en¬ 
tered  large  tracts  of  Government  land.  He 
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has  been  identified  with  the  growth  of 
Waterloo  since  its  infancy,  there  being  but 
a  few  shanties  at  that  place  when  he  came, 
and  the  inhabitants  being  mostly  Indians. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
all  enterprises  for  the  advancement  of  his 
county,  where  he  is  ranked  among  the  most 
esteemed  citizens.  He  was  elected  judge 
of  Black  Hawk  County  in  1862,  which 
position  he  held  six  years.  He  was  always 
just  and  conscientious  in  his  decisions,  hav¬ 
ing  the  unwavering  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  during  his  entire  term  of  office.  For 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  also  assessor  of  Waterloo  Township. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk 
County  since  locating  here  in  1852,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  Da¬ 
kota.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he  removed  to 
Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he  at  present 
resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church.  Politically  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 


'--'-irkrtf 


ZENRY  WATTON,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  22,  Barclay 
Township,  Avasborn  in  Cambridge¬ 


shire,  England,  June  6,  1833,  a  son  of 
John  and  Sophia  (Betts)  Watton, 
who  were  also  natives  of  England. 
Although  his  early  educational  advantages 
were  rather  limited,  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities,  becoming  well  informed 
on  general  subjects.  His  mother  makes 
her  home  Avith  him,  being  now  eighty-six 
years  of  age.  In  1851  he  came  to  America, 
and  after  living  a  year  and  a  half  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  NeAv  York,  he  removed  to 
Herkimer  County,  and  two  years  later  to 
Lockport,  NeAv  \  ork.  He  remained  in 
Lockport  but  a  short  time  when  he  Avent 
to  Hamilton,  Canada,  living  there  three 
years,  Avhen  he  returned  to  Lockport  and 
spent  the  summer,  then  Avent  to  England  to 
spend  the  winter.  The  folloAving  spring 


he  came  again  to  America,  returning  to 
Herkimer  County  Avhere  he  spent  a  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Lockport,  Niagara 
County,  NeAv  York,  and  from  there  Avent 
to  Orleans  County,  NeAv  York,  and  after 
remaining  there  tAvo  years  he  again  re¬ 
turned  to  Herkimer  County,  and  from 
there  went  again  to  Orleans  County.  He 
Avas  married  in  New  York  State  in  1864,  to 
Paulina  Packer,  Avho  Avas  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  New  York,  June  17,  184  1,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  and  Rebecca  Packer,  both 
of  Avhom  were  born  in  New  York  State. 
Her  mother  died  Avhen  she  Avas  a  child, 
and  her  father  is  uoav  living  in  Illinois,  to 
which  State  he  moved  in  1861.  Mr.  Wat¬ 
ton  purchased  his  present  farm,  Avhere  he 
has  since  resided,  in  1866,  Avhich  he  has 
brought  from  its  natural  state  to  a  Avell  cul¬ 
tivated  farm,  having  160  acres  of  land, 
valued  at  $40  per  acre.  In  politics  Mr. 
Watton  is  a  Republican.  He  is  engaged 
in  general  farming,  and  is  making  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  stock-raising.  He  has  lately 
purchased  a  five  year  old  full-blooded  gray 
stallion,  bred  and  raised  by  E.  Dillon,  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  sold  to  Mr. 
Packer  for  $1,500  when  a  yearling.  The 
animal,  which  is  considered  to  be  the  best 
horse  in  the  county,  is  sixteen  and  a  half 
hands  high,  and  Aveighs  Avhen  in  good  flesh 
2,000  ]  ounds.  It  is  registered  as  Cresiosa, 
No.  204,  in  the  National  Register  of  Nor¬ 
man  horses,  a  descendant  of  St.  Laurant, 
No.  753,  and  imported  Magnolia,  No.  987, 
National  Register  of  Norman  horses. 


3<0OO£ 


KiAU&ECf 


REUBEN  FORD  Avas  born  in  Wy¬ 
andot  County,  Ohio,  in  1852,  a 
son  of  David  and  Catherine 


(Gundy)  Ford.  He  Avas  a  year  and 
a  half  old  when  his  parents  came 
Avith  their  family  to  Black  HaAvk 
County,  IoAva,  and  here  he  Avas  reared,  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  His  father 
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first  settled  on  section  27,  Washington 
Township,  near  the  place  where  heat  pres¬ 
ent  resides,  and  is  living  with  his  son 
Niram,  his  wife  having  died  in  the  spring 
of  1S79.  Thev  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children  Matilda,  wife  of  J.  W.  Leeper; 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  Coy;  Eli/a,  wife  of 
Abram  Sprague;  Mary,  wife  of  Warren 
Sherman;  Lydia, wife  of  George  Cochonour; 
Ellen,  married  Win.  Deeming;  Nancy,  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Curlus,  living  at  Cedar  Falls; 
Niram,  living  with  his  father,  and  Reuben, 
our  subject.  Reuben  was  married  January 
7.  1872,  to  Helen  1.  Carroll,  daughter  of 
John  and  Charlotte  (Collister)  Carroll. 
Her  father  died  January  26,  1876.  Her 
mother  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead  in  Washington  Township  with  her 
son  Harmon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have 
no  children.  Mrs.  Ford  was  reared  in  this 
county,  her  parents  having  settled  here 
when  she  was  but  three  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Carroll  left  at  his  death  a  widow  and  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased — 
Emma  and  Kate.  Frank  is  living  at  Cedar 
Falls ;  Harmon,  on  the  homestead;  Mary, 
wife  of  Virgil  Cook,  of  Washington  Town¬ 
ship;  Martin  and  Myra,  twins,  living  at 
home;  Fred,  at  home,  and  Helen  I.,  wife 
of  Mr.  Ford,  born  June  24,  1851,  in  Lake 
County,  Ohio.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Ford  is  a  Republican.  He  has  met 
with  good  success  in  his  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  choice 
farm  of  320  acres  in  Washington  Town¬ 
ship,  located  on  sections  27  and  28. 


AMU  EL  CAIN,  one  of  the  pros¬ 
perous  and  influential  citizens  of 
Orange  Township,  residing  on 
section  8,  was  born  in  Bedford 


B  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  18, 
I  1818,  a  son  of  William  and  Barbara 
(Wentz)  Cain,  who  was  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died 


when  Mr.  Cain  was  but  six  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  died  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Of 
their  twelve  children  six  are  living,  all  but 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  residing  in  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Cain 
was  married  in  Cambria  County,  in  1839,  t° 
Elizabeth  Cobaugh,a  native  of  that  county. 
Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  this  union, 
six  are  living — Mrs.  Barbara  Strayer,  of 
Black  I  lawk  Township;  Mrs.  Lucinda  Was- 
som,  of  the  same  township  ;  Mrs.  Matilda 
Dierdorff,  of  Waterloo  Township;  Mrs. 
Hannah  Lichty,  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Mattie 
Klingaman,  of  Orange  Township,  and  Mrs. 
Jennie  Iseminger,  of  Black  Hawk  Town¬ 
ship.  Those  deceased  are — Mrs.  Susannah 
Strayer;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shank,  William, 
Frederick,  Albert  and  Lydia.  Mrs.  Cain 
died  in  Cambria  County,  January  8,  1864, 
in  her  forty-first  year,  and  Mr.  Cain  was 
again  married  in  the  same  county  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  year,  taking  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Dietz,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  December  31, 
1831.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union — Elias,  Ellsworth  S.,  Ada,  Eva,  John 
and  Burchard  H.  Mrs.  Cain  was  first 
married  to  Samuel  S.  Dietz,  who  died 
October  14,  1863,  in  his  forty-fourth  year. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  had  three  chil¬ 
dren — Martin,  living  in  Hudson ;  Mary, 
with  her  mother,  and  Martha,  who  died 
aged  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Cain  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  a  thorough, 
practical  farmer.  He  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  from  Cambria  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  October,  1865.  He  then  bought 
160  acres  of  partially  improved  land,  and 
the  first  year  he  erected  a  large  barn  and 
made  other  improvements.  He  has  now 
his  whole  farm  under  good  cultivation,  and 
has  made  valuable  building  improvements. 
In  connection  with  his  home  farm  he  works 
his  farm  of  120  acres,  located  on  section  18. 
Mr.  Cain  has  prospered  far  beyond  his  ex- 
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pectations,  and  since  becoming  a  resident 
of  Black  Hawk  County  he  has  become  one 
of  its  wealthiest  citizens.  He  now  owns  in 
Black  Hawk  Township,  north  of  Hudson, 
over  500  acres  of  choice  improved  land, 
and  300  acres  west  of  Hudson.  He  also 
owns  quite  a  large  part  of  the  village  plat 
of  Hudson,  including  five  dwellings  and 
three  stores,  beside  seventy-five  acres  of 
timber  land.  Politically  Mr.  Cain  is  a 
staunch  Republican.  He  has  served  his 
township  as  supervisor  and  trustee,  beside 
holding  other  local  offices  of  trust  and  re¬ 
sponsibility.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Brethren  church,  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  which  Mr.  Cain  contributes 
liberally  of  his  means. 


SW|:  AUL  SOHNER,  one  of  the  earlv 

™  fZSL  >® 

settlers  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
:|TtJ  April  6, 1827,  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph 
^  and  Marion  (Hartmann)  Sohner.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  country 
from  the  age  of  seven  till  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  after  which  he  learned  the  comb- 
maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  three  years.  He  then 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  until 
he  arrived  at  maturity,  and  in  May,  1849,  he 
sailed  from  Antwerp,  Belgium,  to  America, 
landing  at  New  York  City,  July  4,  1849. 
He  worked  on  a  farm  in  New  York  State 
for  six  years,  receiving  for  his  services  $5 
per  month  for  the  first  eight  months,  his 
wages  being  gradually  raised  till  he  re¬ 
ceived  $10  per  month.  During  this  time 
he  saved  $275,  and  with  this  amount  he 
came  West,  locating  at  Rockford,  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  about  nine  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  in  the  fail  of  1855  to 
Miss  Jane  Hewitt,  of  Rockford,  who  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  brother.  They  have  two  sons — 


Albert  A.  and  Homer  L.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  Mr.  Sohner  lived  on  a  rented  farm 
for  eight  )^ears,  and  in  the  winter  of  1865 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  settling  on  the  farm  which 
he  still  occupies.  At  the  time  of  his  settle¬ 
ment  here  his  land  was  open  prairie,  eighty 
acres  being  school  land,  worth  at  that  time 
about  $3  per  acre.  He  has  made  all  the 
improvements  on  his  place,  built  his  fine 
farm  residence,  barns  and  out  buildings, 
and  has  his  120  acres  of  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  Together  with  farm¬ 
ing  he  is  engaged  in  raising  stock,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  milk¬ 
ing  on  an  average  ten  or  eleven  cows.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  Poland-China  hogs, 
and  his  cattle  are  of  the  best  grades.  Mr. 
Sohner  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education,  and  does  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  interests.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 


[BRAHAM  W.  WOODLEY,  son 
of  George  and  Sallie  Woodley, 
was  born  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December 
15,  1808.  His  parents  had  a  family 
of  seven  children — Abraham  W., 
John,  George,  Sarah,  Jacob,  Mathias  and 
Ann,  of  whom  the  latter  two  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  Woodley,  our  subject,  re¬ 
moved  with  his  parents  in  his  nineteenth 
)rear  to  Erie  County,  New  York,  and  the 
following  year  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
locating  in  Lycoming  County,  where  he 
began  learning  the  trade  of  a  brick  and 
stone  mason,  working  there  about  two 
years.  He  then  followed  his  trade  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  for  three  years.  He  then 
went  to  Canada,  remaining  there  about 
five  years,  working  at  his  trade  at  Dunn- 
ville,  Hamilton  and  Port  Colborne.  De¬ 
cember  2,  1835,  he  was  married  to  Rhoda 
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II  IS  TO  nr  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


Doan,  a  native  of  Canada,  born  May  14, 
1816,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Annie  Doan. 
Six  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of 
whom  four  are  living — Sal  lie  A.,  wife  of 
Robert  Clark,  of  La  Porte  City  ;  Levi  L., 
of  Wright  County,  Iowa;  Olive  A.,  wife 
of  H.  Gates,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Ma¬ 
thias,  of  Dakota.  Jacob  and  Mary  J.  are 
deceased.  From  Canada  Mr.  Woodley 
went  with  his  family  to.  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  farming  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1855.  He  then 
located  in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  where  he 


was  successfully  engaged  in 


farming  till 


within  the  past  few  years,  when  he  became 
a  resident  of  La  Porte  City,  Black  Hawk 
County.  While  living  in  Benton  County 
he  served  as  township  trustee.  lie  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  hard-working  citizen,  and  his 
property  has  been  acquired  by  years  of  in¬ 
dustry  and  toil,  and  in  all  his  undertakings 
has  met  with  success.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  a  Democrat. 


■«vV\) 


C.  FENTON,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  19,  Bar¬ 
clay  Township,  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  the  year  1840,  a  son 
of  Franklin  and  Lemira  Fenton,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  York,  the  father  of  Scotch 
and  the  mother  of  English  descent.  Our 
subject  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  1866,  locating  on  the  farm  where  he  has 


since  resided,  it  being  at  the  time  of  his 


settlement  an  unimproved  tract  of  land. 
He  has  now  a  well-cultivated  farm  of  160 
acres,  with  a  good  residence  and  commodi¬ 
ous  farm  buildings,  all  of  which  has  been 
accomplished  since  Mr.  Fenton  has  made 
his  home  here.  He  was  married  in  Black 
Hawk  County  in  1872,  to  Jennie  R.  Craig, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1849,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Craig,  coming  to  America  in 


the  year  1870.  They  have  four  children 
living — Orville  F.,  Lemira,  Alvin  and  Eva 
M.  One  son,  Franklin,  is  deceased.  Mr. 
Fenton  commenced  life  for  himself  without 
capital,  but  by  his  persevering  industry, 
combined  with  good  management,  he  has 
been  successful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  has  through  his  own  efforts  acquired  a 
good  property.  In  politics  Mr.  Fenton  is 
a  Republican.  Me  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christadelphian  church,  and  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Barclay  Township.  Mr. 
Fenton  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  1863,  in 
the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  participa¬ 
ted  in  the  battles  of  Alexandria  and  Frank¬ 
lin,  besides  many  skirmishes,  serving  in  all 
two  )rears,  when  he  received  his  discharge. 


-O— eg.. 


3^ 


OSEPH  J.  BOWDEN,  an  active 
and  enterprising  farmer  of  East 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born 
in  Lafayette  County,  Wisconsin, 
near  Hazel  Green,  September  3, 
1846,  the  only  son  of  Cuthbert  and 


Ann  (Goldsworthy)  Bowden,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  England.  They  came  to 
America  in  June,  1844,  where  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  died 
in  1856,  when  our  subject  was  but  ten 
years  of  age.  Joseph  J.  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  Wisconsin  and  received 
a  common-school  education.  On  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority  he  began  farming, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  State 
till  March  24,  1882.  He  then  removed  to 
Black  Hawk  Count}",  Iowa,  with  his  family, 
and  at  once  purchased  his  present  farm 
which  contains  160  acres  of  choice  land, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying.  His  farm  is  located 
on  section  18,  this  township,  one  and  a  half 
miles  northeast  of  Waterloo.  Mr.  Bowden 
commenced  life  on  limited  capital,  but  by 
perseverance,  industry  and  strict  economy 
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he  has  accumulated  a  good  competency, 
Mr.  Bowden  was  married  in  May,  1872,  to 
Sarah  J.  Fairley,  a  native  of  Virginia,  but 
at  the  time  of  their  marriage  living  in  Wis¬ 
consin.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three 
sons — John  B.,  Willie  F.  and  Walter  P. 

A - - -j- 


ESLEY  S.  STOKES,  a  prominent 
agriculturist  of  Orange  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  8,  is  a 
native  of  Putnam  County,  Indiana, 
born  April  8,  1844.  When  he  was 
four  years  of  age  his  parents,  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  and  Sally  Ann  Stokes,  settled  in  Mc¬ 
Donough  County,  Illinois,  and  there  his 
mother  died  in  1855,  aged  forty-one  years. 
Wesley  S.  spent  his  youth  in  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  attending  school 
during  the  winter  months.  As  soon  as  he 
was  old  enough  he  volunteered  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  August  12,  1862.  He  participated 
in  the  campaign  and  battles  leading  to  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  and  later 
was  in  the  campaign  against  Johnston’s 
army.  His  regiment  being  transferred 
to  the  Gulf  department,  he  participated 
in  the  campaign  against  Mobile  in  1865, 
and  was  in  the  assault  and  capture  of 
Spanish  Fort,  where  he  acted  as  Color- 
bearer.  During  his  three  years  of  service 
he  was  only  off  duty  three  days.  He  was 
honorably  discharged,  being  mustered  out 
at  Chicago  as  Sergeant,  August  15,  1865. 
After  the  war  he  went  to  Henderson 
Count)7-,  Illinois,  his  parents  having  moved 
to  that  county  during  his  absence.  He 
was  married  in  that  county  February  12, 
1868,  to  Mary  C.  Grigsby,  a  native  of  Mus¬ 
kingum  County,  Ohio,  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  Grigsby.  Mrs.  Stokes  died  June 
1,  1883,  leaving  five  children — Edward  E. 

and  Ella  E.  (twins),  Ida  M.,  Clara  E.  and 

34 


Arthur  E.,  who  died  December  31,  1884,  in 
his  ninth  year.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Stokes  made  his  present  residence  his 
home,  and  commenced  improving  his  prai¬ 
rie  farm  of  200  acres.  This  farm  is  now 
classed  among  the  finest  improved  farms 
in  this  part  of  Black  Hawk  County,  and 
building  improvements  are  not  excelled  in 
this  neighborhood.  Mr.  Stokes  was  again 
married,  February  22,  1885,  taking  for  his 
second  wife  Rebecca  Miller.  She  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania, 
December  31,  1845,  a  daughter  of  Jonas 
and  Sarah  Miller.  When  she  was  five 
years  old  her  mother  died.  Her  father 
subsequently  married  again  and  settled  in 
Orange  Township  in  1875,  where  he  died  in 
June,  1881,  in  his  seventy-third  year,  after 
which  his  widow  returned  to  Pennsylvania. 
In  politics  Mr.  Stokes  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Township  Trus¬ 
tees,  and  is  oue  of  the  township’s  most  es¬ 
teemed  citizens.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  German  Baptist  church. 


OHN  MERNER  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  October  20,  1818,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Susanna  Mer- 
ner,  with  whom  in  1837  he  immi- 
grated  to  America,  settling  in 
Y  Canada  West.  His  parents  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  whose  names  are  as  follows:— 
Jacob,  John,  Peter,  Samuel,  Frederick, 
Gottleib,  Christian,  Barbara,  Annie  and 
Mary.  John  Merner,  our  subject,  was 
united  in  marriage  in  the  year  1848  to  Miss 
Mary  Zingg,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Zingg,  of  Oxford  County,  Canada. 
Of  eleven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Merner  nine  are  yet  living — John,  David, 
Lydia,  Solomon,  Anna,  Susan,  Sarah,  Will- 
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II I  STORY  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


iam  and  Daniel.  Mr.  Merner  continued  to 
live  in  Ontario,  Canada,  for  many  years 
after  his  marriage,  leaving  there  in  the 
year  1875,  when  he  removed  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  after  residing  on 
his  farm  here  for  a  short  time  he  came  to 
Cedar  Falls.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Merner  has 
been  quite  successful,  being  now  the  owner 
of  400  acres  of  land.  In  his  politi¬ 
cal  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Both  fie  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Evangelical  church,  and 
respected  citizens  of  their  township. 


1  LAS  L.  KL1NGAMAN  was  born 
in  Somerset  County, Pennsylvania, 
September  13,  1842.  His  parents, 
George  and  Sally  Klingaman,  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  came  with  their  family 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1865,  and 
settled  on  section  7,  Orange  Township, 
where  the  father  bought  a  farm  of  21 1  acres, 
on  which  he  resided  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  October,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  His  widow  still  survives, 
and  is  making  her  home  with  her  daughter 
Susan.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  our  subiect  being  the  eighth  child. 
Those  living  now  are — John  G.,  of  Water¬ 
loo;  Josiah  F.,  residing  near  Kimball,  Da¬ 
kota;  Silas  L.,  our  subject;  Anna,  wife  of 
E.  M.  S  ine,  of  Minneapolis;  Susan,  wife  of 
S.  B.  Bickley;  Eliza,  wife  of  Z.  H.  Weller, 
of  Waterloo;  Elmer  E.,  a  school  teacher  of 
OrangeTownship.  SilasL.  enlisted  in  the  late 
war,  August  29,  1864,  in  Company  K,  Fifth 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  in  July,  1865.  He  came 
to  this  county  in  1865  with  his  parents,  with 
whom  he  lived  till  his  marriage,  January 
1 7,  1869,  with  Miss  Martha  Cain.  She  was 
born  in  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania, 
April  16,  1852,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 


Lizzie  (Cobaugh)  Cain.  Her  mother  died 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1865  she  came  to 
this  county  with  her  father,  who  is  still  a 
resident  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klingaman 
have  four  children — Charles  E.,  born  July 
27,  1870;  Alice  Eva,  born  December  6, 
1872;  Frank,  born  July  18,  1877,  and  Will¬ 
iam  W.,  born  November  6,  1879.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Klingaman  made  his  home  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  present  residence. 
He  farmed  the  homestead  of  his  father 
most  of  the  time  from  1865  until  after  his 
father’s  death.  He  bought  105  acres  of  his 
present  farm  on  section  7  in  1876.  To  this  he 
has  added  the  farm  adjoining  on  the  south 
which  contains  148  acres,  and  now  owns 
in  one  body  253  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land.  He  also  owns  twelve  acres  of  timber 
land  in  this  county.  Mr.  Klingaman  com¬ 
menced  life  a  poor  man,  but  by  his  untiring 
industry  and  strict  economy,  together  with 
his  good  business  management  he  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Orange  Township.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Brethren  church. 


f HOMAS  BROOKS,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  East  W aterloo 
Township,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  New  York,  June  14,  1823. 
His  parents  were  both  natives  ol 
1  Yorkshire,  England,  immigrating  to 
America,  September  3,  1818.  ‘They  lived 
for  one  year  at  Fishkill,  on  the  Hudson 
River,  when  they  removed  to  Cornwall, 
Orange  County.  The  father  purchased  a 
woolen-mill  at  Bellvale,  which  is  now  car¬ 
ried  on  by  his  son.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
industry,  and  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  fourth  child. 
Thomas  Brooks  passed  his  boyhood  at 
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Bellvale,  Orange  County,  New  York,  and 
attended  the  schools  of  that  place.  After 
leaving  school  he  worked  in  his  father’s 
factory  till  his  health  failed,  when  he  began 
work  on  a  farm  which  belonged  to  his  father, 
which  he  followed  till  reaching  manhood. 
He  was  married  January  27,  1853,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Cain,  a  native  of  Orange  County, 
New  York,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Daniel 
R.  and  Anna  Ashman  Cain,  both  now  de¬ 
ceased,  the  father  dying  in  New  Jersey  and 
the  mother  in  Orange  County.  In  1854 
Mr.  Brooks  removed  with  his  family  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  for  four 
vears  resided  in  Waterloo,  when  he  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  entering  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  eighty-four  acres  of  unimproved 
land.  His  farm  is  now  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  his  residence  and  farm 
buildings  are  good.  He  is  engaged  in  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is  also 
carrying  on  a  dairy,  selling  the  milk  to  the 
cheese  factorv.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Waterloo,  they  having  brought  with 
them  a  letter  from  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  of  Orange  County,  New  York. 


OHN  D.  FERRIS  was  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  New  York, 
December  2,  1826,  a  son  of  Eze¬ 
kiel  and  Philetia  Ferris,  who  were 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  lived 
there  till  after  their  marriage.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  reared  his  sons  to 
that  occupation.  He  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children  of  whom  nine  grew  to  matu¬ 
rity.  Four  sons — Philo,  Orville,  Algernon, 
and  Charles — served  in  the  late  war.  Al¬ 
gernon  died  in  the  service;  Philo  died  in 
Black  Hawk  Township  in  1885;  Orville  re¬ 
sides  in  Black  Hawk  Township;  Charles 
lives  in  Nebraska.  The  remaining  chil¬ 
dren  are — Melvin,  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 


beth  Cartwright  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  M. 
Allen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  and  Mrs. 
Annie  Kimball,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  parents  moved  with  their  family 
to  Allen  County,  Indiana,  in  1842,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1869.  The  father 
still  resides  there,  and  is  now  eighty 
years  of  age.  John  D.  Ferris  left  his  home 
in  1848  and  located  in  Knox  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  August  of  that  year.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  county,  February  27,  1851,  to 
Louisa  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  6,  1834,  a 
daughter  of  Norman  and  Electa  Jackson. 
They  have  seven  children  living — Alger¬ 
non,  a  dentist  at  Parkersburg,  Iowa;  For¬ 
est,  farming  in  McPheason  County,  Kansas; 
Hiram,  a  druggist  of  Carthage,  Dakota; 
Frank,  attending  the  dental  department  of 
Iowa  State  University  at  Iowa  City;  Mary, 
married  Lorenzo  L.  McCartney,  who  lives 
upon  and  works  Mr.  Ferris’s  farm;  Hattie 
and  Rosa,  living  at  home,  the  former  a 
school  teacher  by  profession.  The  eldest 
child,  Cynthia,  died  in  infancy  in  Illinois. 
Mr.  Ferris  followed  wagon-making  for  four 
years  in  the  village  of  Henderson,  Knox 
County,  when  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County  in  September,  1852.  He  settled  on 
his  present  place  in  November  of  the  same 
year,  he  being  the  first  settler  of  Black 
Hawk  Township.  No  habitation  stood 
west  of  him,  and  only  a  log  cabin  marked 
the  site  of  the  now  thriving  little  village  of 
Waterloo,  and  elk,  deer  and  a  few  Buffalo 
were  then  seen  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Ferris 
has  witnessed  the  growth  and  development 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  where  the  priva¬ 
tions  are  almost  forgotten  at  the  present 
day.  Mr.  Ferris  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  192 
acres,  where  he  resides,  on  section  13,  his 
land  being  under  good  cultivation.  Politi¬ 
cally  Mr.  Ferris  was  formerly  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  has  been  a  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  that  party.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
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good  of  his  county,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  cause  of  education, 
and  has  served  many  years  as  school  di¬ 
rector  and  trustee.  He  is  an  active  and 
prominent  man  in  the  United  Brethren 
church,  his  wife  also  being  a  member  of  the 
same  denominat ion. 


•wVV 


-/VVV 


A^*  -  2 


jrayiARLES  W.  LANDIS,  residing 
on  section  32,  Orange  Township, 
gj®* v  is  a  native  of  Somerset  County, 
ng*  Pennsylvania,  born  January  28,  1848, 
(K  a  son  of  Absalom  and  Tene  Ann 
(Mosholder)  Landis.  They  were  also 
nativesof  Pennsylvania, livingtheretill  1864, 
when  they  moved  with  their  family  to  Lee 
County,  Illinois,  and  in  March,  1866,  located 
in  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  County.  They 
are  now  living  on  their  farm  in  Cedar  Town- 
ship.  To  them  were  born  eight  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  the  following  are 
the  only  survivors — Louisa,  living  with  her 
parents;  Charles  W.,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  ;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Orange  Town¬ 
ship,  and  William  W  .  and  Edwin,  residing 
with  their  parents.  Charles  W.  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  neighborhood.  lie  made  the  most  of 

o 

his  educational  advantages,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  was  qualified  to  teach  school. 
He  taught  his  first  term  in  Lee  County, 
and  for  the  nine  succeeding  winters  followed 
teaching,  being  variously  employed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year.  Part  of  the  time  he 
worked  on  farms,  and  while  at  Waterloo 
he  spent  a  portion  of  a  year  in  a  planing- 
mill,  and  during  the  summer  of  1868  he  was 
employed  as  bookkeeper  in  a  saw-mill  and 
lumber  yard  at  Cedar  Falls.  He  also 
worked  for  a  time  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  in  1872,  the  year  following  the  great 
fire,  he  worked  at  that  trade  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  Mr.  Landis  has  also  devoted 
some  time  to  the  teaching  of  vocal  music. 


January  22,  1879,  Mr.  Landis  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Alice  M.  Heittcr,  a  native  of 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1 856,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Heittcr. 

Her  parents  came  to  this  county  in  1867, 
locating  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Landis.  Mr.  Heittcr  died  here 
April  4,  1881,  aged  fifty-one  years.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  J.  H.  Moore, 
and  now  resides  in  Waterloo.  Mrs.  Landis 
has  two  brothers  living — Wilson  L.,  of 
Eagle  Township,  and  William  F.,  with  his 
mother,  and  one  sister,  Emma  C.,  wife  of 
William  C.  Miller,  of  Brule  County,  Da¬ 
kota.  Mr.  Landis  has  been  identified 
with  Black  Hawk  County  since  1866,  and 
since  his  marriage  has  been  a  resident  of 
Orange  Township.  He  settled  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  home  in  1881,  where  he  has  160  acres 
of  choice  land,  this  being  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lan¬ 
dis  have  two  daughters — Annie  J.,  born 
October  19,  1879,  and  Emma  M.,  born  Au-  >♦<& 
gust  22,  1882.  Mr.  Landis  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Brethren  church. 

Mr.  Landis  is  one  of  the  leading  Repub¬ 
licans  of  his  township.  He  was  elected 
township  clerk  in  1877,  which  office  he  has 
filled  so  acceptably  as  to  be  re-elected  at 
each  successive  election. 


H.  HILLS,  farmer,  section  23^ 
Barclay  Township,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  October 
25,  1831,  his  parents,  Jesse  and  Nancy 
Hills,  being  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  of  English  descent.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  State,  and  in  1855  became  a 
resident  of  Iowa.  He  was  married  in 
Manchester,  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  in 
1867,  to  Selina  Miller,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  born  in  1840,  a  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Amanda  Miller,  and  of  the 
seven  children  born  to  this  union  six  are 


yy 

yy 

44 

yy 

yk 

mm 

yy 

mm 

yy 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

44 

m  ^4 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

mm 

44 

55 

55 

44 

yy 

44 

yy 

yy 

1^1 

44 

k^i 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

m  m 

44 

m  m 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
44 
4  4 

mm 

44 


44 

mm 

44 

44 

mm 

44 

55 

ry  r*i 


ww 

vw 

VV 

Vf4' 

vv 

k&i&i 

vv 

kTivAi 

vv 

k^k^l 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vw 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

44 

44 

44 

^k^ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

»:as 

44 

44 


JJTikT‘,^iTi^'kT^Ti''”i,iTj,kTikTi,‘T^"^^^^^*i^*'^'^i^*^^^i^^vTwTAftAAAw^AA  &  &  6t  A  ^  A  *♦,  ^  „♦„  A  A  ^  <#a4>  &  $  $  [4]  £  £  £  £ 

vv 

KV 

Ik^l^ 

KK 


BIOGRA  PHICA  L  SKE  TCHES. 


359 


vv 

W 

W 

wv 

vw 

i^ik^r 

vv 

w 

W 

w 

vv 

ti^i  i^i 

w 

w 

^d^d 

w 

w 

w 

^<^4 

w 

l^n^rr 

tftf 

W^i^i 

w 

w 

^41^ 

w 

WM 

:♦::« 

KV 

W 

vv 

'  V¥ 
vv 

‘▼iT, 

VV 

vv 

W^n^t 

w 

W1W4 

w 

$:♦: 

»::♦: 

W 

Crl^i 

VV 

l^ikTi 

§►::♦: 

»::♦: 

w 

»» 

»V 

W^«^4 

vv 

vk 

V^i^i 

VV 

W 

w 

4V 

kk 

>14 

W 

w 

vv 

W 

w 

w 

1^11^ 

vv 

^11^4 

vv 

kk 

vv 

v^i^i 

»;:♦: 

vv 

W 

vk 

vk 

W 

kv 

kv 

mK 

w 

w 

kv 

W 

w 

kv 

kk 

«» 

w 

kk 

kk 

kv 

kk 

kv 

vk 

kv 

>I<i< 

VV 

y» 

>♦>< 

►J4< 

kv 


living — George  D.,  Jennie,  Nellie,  Ralph 
Milton  H.  and  Harrie  B.  Mr.  Hills 
is  now  devoting  his  attention  to  farm¬ 
ing,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm,  con¬ 
taining  ioo  acres,  where  he  resides.  He  is  an 
old  and  successful  school  teacher,  having 
followed  that  profession  altogether  about 
sixteen  years  in  different  States.  In  politics 
he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  filled  some  of  the  minor  of¬ 
fices  of  his  township  near  Dubuque,  giving 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 


^§=0- 


EORGE  N.  MINER,  proprietor 
of  the  Cedar  Falls  flouring  mills, 
was  born  March  25,  1829, 


m 


^A^  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  a 
son  of  Demmon  and  Lucy  Miner. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  an  old  Puritan  family  who  came 
to  this  country  to  escape  being  persecuted 
for  their  religion.  He  was  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  but  an  early  settler  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  till  nineteen  years  of  age,  working 
till  then  on  a  farm  or  in  a  mill.  He  received 
a  good  education,  and  in  after  years  be¬ 
came  a  successful  teacher.  After  leaving 
Massachusetts  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
in  a  public  school  near  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  nearly  three  years.  He  then  went 
to  Wausau,  Marathon  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  clerked  for  a  lumber  firm  one 
year.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1853 
and  for  a  year  taught  the  Pleasant  Valley 
public  school  in  Muscatine  County.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  of  1854  he  came  to  Cedar 
Falls  where  he  taught  school  for  one  year, 
being  one  of  the  pioneer  teachers  of  Black 
Hawk  County.  He  subsequently  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Cedar  Falls,  to  the 
study  of  which  he  had  devoted  his  leisure 
time  for  several  years  previous.  He  carried 
on  this  business  successfully  until  the  sum¬ 


mer  of  1873  when  he  bought  the  old  Over¬ 
man  &  Co.’s  flouring  and  feed  mills,  which 
were  then  being  conducted  under  the  old 
milling  system.  Mr.  Miner  has  not  only 
built  additions  to  his  mills,  but  has  fitted 
them  throughout  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  including  the  roller  process. 
Here  can  be  found  almost  everything  re¬ 
quired  in  milling  operations,  and  it  is  in 
keeping  pace  with  the  times  and  turning 
out  a  fine  quality  of  flour  that  has  secured 
the  success  of  Mr.  Miner,  and  has  gained 
for  his  establishment  a  high  reputation. 
The  Occidental  Mills,  which  were  built 
some  time  ago,  are  used  for  the  manufact¬ 
ure  of  corn  meal,  which  for  quality  and 
price  cannot  be  excelled  in  the  market. 
Mr.  Miner  has  been  twice  married.  By  his 
first  wife,  Avhose  maiden  name  was  Lucinda 
Sawyer,  he  had  one  daughter — Sarah  L., 
who  is  now  deceased.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Artemisia  G.  Mills,  of  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  two  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  this  union  one  daughter,  Jessie 
A.,  is  living.  Mr.  Miner  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Mission  Sunday- 
school.  He  ranks  among  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  has  served  as 
director  of  the  public  schools  of  this  place. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  order. 


jfcOHN  HERMAN,  farmer,  of  Cedar 
A  Falls  Township,  Black  Hawk 
County,  residing  on  section  18,  is 
a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  was 
born  November  16,  1816,  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Herman.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  country,  remaining 
there  for  several  years  after  his  marriage. 
He  immigrated  to  America  with  his  family 


’♦"w 

wv 

kv 

kv 

kr4' 

vv 

1^4^ 

I 

vv 

vv 

W 

kk 

kk 

kk 

%&d\Wj 

kk 

kk 

kk 

kk 

kk 

kk 

i  .▼ d 

kk 

kk 

kk 

«^4 1^4 

1^1 

K^4I^I 

r4?r4> 

w 

w 

w 

kk 


**  ♦  *************  **********  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦**********************************<♦:***** 
**:********************************************************;c**:*************:*:*:*:c* 


♦:* 

** 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

** 

** 

55 

** 

** 

55 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

1*4 

** 

** 

:*:* 

** 

** 

** 

** 

l*j 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

w 

** 

hTj 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

55 

55 

55 

55 

«lk*i 

Wi 

Vi 

Vi 

ii 

ii 

ii 

vv 

ii 

ii 

Vi 

ii 

ii 


7/ IS  TO  nr  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


in  the  year  1861,  and  for  four  years  lived  in 
Genesee  County,  New  York.  lie  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls,  Black 
Mawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1865,  where  heen- 
gaged  in  farming  on  rented  land,  and  since 
1881  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
on  his  present  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Merman  were  born  two  children — Sophia 
and  Frederick.  Sophia  is  now  living  in 
Grundy  County,  this  State.  Frederick 
1  Ierman  was  born  in  Germany,  May  5, 
1845,  coming  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  1861,  with  whom  he  has  since  resided. 
I  le  is  a  successful  farmer,  and  is  the  owner 
of  178  acres  of  choice  land.  lie  is  a  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Cedar  Falls  Township, 
which  he  is  at  present  serving  as  road 
supervisor.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 

— -S33~° — €§§3> — °~0£3-o— 

■OHN  GARRETT,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  15,  East  Wa¬ 
terloo  Township,  was  born  in 
Huntingtonshire,  England,  June 
24,  1827,  the  eldest  son  of  Francis 
and  Sarah  (Stratton)  Garrett.  Elis 
mother  died  when  he  was  about  ten  years 
old.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at¬ 
tended  school  in  his  native  place  till  ten 
years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty-live 
years  he  immigrated  to  America,  arriving 
at  New  York  in  April,  1852.  He  then 
went  to  Oneida  County,  New  York,  where 
he  obtained  work  by  the  month  on  a  farm, 
remaining  there  five  years.  In  March, 
1857,  he  came  to  Illinois  locating  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  where  he  was  employed  on 
a  farm  for  the  first  season.  He  then 
rented  a  farm  and  there  followed  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  about  seven  years.  In  the 
year  1853  Mr.  Garrett  married  Hannah 
Hewitt,  a  native  of  England,  but  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  living  in  Oneida 
County,  New  York.  She  is  a  daughter  of 


James  and  Mary  Hewitt,  her  mother  hav¬ 
ing  died  in  this  county  in  July,  1885,  at  the 
residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sohner. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett  are  the  parents  (if 
five  children — William  F.,  Charles  II.,  Hol¬ 
lis  J.,  Minnie  M.  and  Horatio  S.  In  the 
spring  of  1865  Mr.  Garrett  came  with  his 
family  to  Black  I  lawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
settled  on  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land 
which  he  began  to  improve,  and  to  this  land 
he  added  from  time  to  time  till  he  owns  320 
320  acres.  Of  this  land  he  has  given 
part  to  his  children,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  160  acres.  He  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  as  a  hog  and  cattle  raiser,  most  of 
his  money  being  made  in  stock-raising. 
His  fine  residence  is  well  and  comfortably 
furnished,  and  his  barn  and  out-buildings 
are  of  the  best.  Mr.  Garrett  had  but  very 
limited  means  when  he  commenced  life  in 
this  country,  but  by  his  own  persevering  in¬ 
dustry  and  strict  economy,  together  with 
his  good  management,  he  has  acquired  a 
competency  for  his  old  age.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Baptist  church. 


_j - - s- 

fENJAMIN  F.  WHITE  isa  native 
of  Maine,  where  he  was  born 
December  14,  1821,  a  son  of  Ebe- 


nezer  and  Mary  White,  his  father  be¬ 
ing  a  native  of  Maine  and  his  mother 
of  Massachusetts.  At  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  years  he  began  clerking  for  his  uncle, 
General  Greenleaf  White,  a  wholesale  mer¬ 
chant  of  Augusta,  Maine,  and  while  there 
he  associated  with  Jacob  and  Eben  Stnn- 
wood,  brothers  of  Mrs.  James  G.  Blaine. 
He  subsequently  went  to  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  a  short  time  later  located  at 
Gardiner,  Maine,  where  he  was  engaged 
for  a  time  in  the  mercantile  trade  on  his 
own  account.  He  then  returned  to  Au¬ 
gusta  and  there  continued  in  business  sev¬ 
eral  years.  About  the  year  1849  he  came 
West,  locating  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin, 
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where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1854  he  located  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  where,  for  the  first  few  years, 
he  followed  mercantile  pursuits.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  the  grain  trade  for  many 
years,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been 
connected  with  the  paper  manufactory  at 
Cedar  Falls.  Mr.  White  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1845,  to  Victoria  Lilly,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Lilly, 
her  father  having  been  an  ocean  captain  for 
many  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have 
been  born  four  children — Victoria  A.,  wife 
of  George  D.  Purdy,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Marietta,  wife  of  James  Stinson,  of  Aurora, 
Illinois;  Frederick  O.  and  James  D.  In 
politics  Mr.  White  affiliates  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  consist¬ 
ent  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and 
respected  members  of  society.  Charles  A. 
White,  brother  of  our  subject,  served  as 
State  Treasurer  of  Maine  for  one  year. 


vWV 
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|[  RAD  HALL,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Colerain,  Franklin  County, 
Massachusetts,  September  8,  1818, 
the  youngest  son  of  Arad  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Bailey)  Hall,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire,  the  father  a  minister  of 
the  Baptist  denomination.  His  parents  had 
a  family  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  only  two  now  sur¬ 
vive,  the  eldest  and  youngest  daughters. 
The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  on 
a  farm,  his  winters  being  spent  in  the  work¬ 
shop  making  hand-rakes,  he  and  his  brother 
carrying  on  quite  a  business.  He  attended 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
county,  completing  his  education  at  the 
Shelburne  Falls  Academy  of  that  county, 
after  which  he  taught  school  one  term.  He 
was  then  married  in  1842  to  Charlotte  Fisk, 
daughter  of  William  and  Dolly  Fisk.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 


husband,  born  in  the  year  1818.  To  this 
union  were  born  eight  children — Ellen  M., 
wife  of  J.  W.  Pierpont ;  Augusta  J.,  wife 
of  William  Hunt ;  Arthur  W.,  now  living 
in  North  Amherst,  Massachusetts;  J. 
Boardman ;  Charlene  F.,  deceased  wife  of 
George  Hamilton;  Frank  F.,  of  Waterloo, 
this  county  ;  Cyrus  E.,  at  home,  and  Fred¬ 
erick,  a  graduate  of  the  State  University 
of  Iowa  City,  at  present  teaching  in  the 
Central  University  at  Pella,  Iowa.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Hall  removed  to  Rowe, 
Franklin  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  brother,  Samuel  Hall,  and 
also  continued  making  rakes.  While  re¬ 
siding  in  Rowe  he  was  president  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  and  while  in  his  native 
county  he  served  in  the  Legislature  one 
term.  He  resided  at  Rowe  about  twelve 
years,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  home, 
remaining  there  till  the  spring  of  1866.  He 
then  removed  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
occupied  by  his  widow  and  her  son.  This 
farm,  which  at  that  time  was  raw  prairie 
land,  was  improved  by  him,  and  on  it  he 
built  a  good  residence,  barns  and  out  build¬ 
ings,  and  carried  on  general  farming  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  2,  1885. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  was  a  man  widely  known  and 
highly  respected  for  his  many  manly  quali¬ 
ties.  He  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  the 
support  of  his  church,  and  served  in  the 
capacity  of  deacon.  Mrs.  Hall  and  son 
Cyrus  are  members  of  the  same  church. 


||ENRY  OLIVER,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  24,  Barclay  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New 
York,  April  21,  1832,  a  son  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Sophia  Oliver,  natives  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  their 
early  married  life,  and  died  in  New  York 
State  when  our  subject  was  a  child.  Thrown 
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on  his  own  resources  when  but  seven  years 
of  age,  his  youth  was  spent  in  hard  work, 
with  but  limited  educational  advantages. 
Feeling,  as  lie  grew  older,  the  disadvan¬ 
tages  he  labored  under  by  his  lack  of  ed¬ 
ucation  he  but  worked  the  harder  to  over¬ 
come  this  lack,  and  by  his  perseverance  has 
conquered  all  obstacles  and  is  now  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  his  township,  and 
has  acquired  his  property  entirely  by  his 
own  efforts,  his  determination  and  cour¬ 
age  and  pluck  gaining  ground  where 
others  less  courageous  would  fail.  He 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres  and  one  of 
the  pleasantest  residences  and  the  most 
convenient  farm  buildings  in  the  township, 
where  he  has  lived  since  1858.  These  im¬ 
provements  he  has  made  himself,  his  land 
being  uncultivated  when  he  came  to  the 
county.  Mr.  Oliver  was  married  in  i860, 
to  Malinda  Trumbauer,  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza 
Trumbauer.  They  have  had  four  children  ; 
but  three  are  living — Charles  F.,  Norris  J. 
and  Alvin.  Virginia  is  deceased.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Oliver  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
held  several  minor  offices  in  his  township, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
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j£ENRY  OWEN,  section  16,  Lester 
Township,  was  born  January  18^ 
1831,  in  Spafford,  Onondaga 
County,  New  York,  a  son  of  Jona¬ 
than  R.  and  Hannah  (Whale}7)  Owen, 
who  were  also  natives  of  New  York 
State.  The  father  was  born  in  Milton,  Sara¬ 
toga  County,  September  8,  1796,  and  the 
mother  in  Herkimer  County,  November  7, 
1798.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when 
magnetism  was  the  excitement,  Henry 
being  a  good  clairvoyant,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Holt  got  the  consent  of  his  par¬ 
ents  to  take  him  to  a  neighboring  town 
where  he  was  giving  a  course  of  lectures. 


After  being  with  Holt  a  few  days  and  get¬ 
ting  well  under  his  influence,  Holt  ran 
away  with  him  down  to  New  York  City, 
some  300  miles  from  home.  Holt  went  into 
partnership  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name 
of  Leroy  Sunderland,  Sunderland  deliver¬ 
ing  the  lectures  every  afternoon  and  Holt 
magnetizing  Henry  to  prove  the  doctrine. 
After  about  two  weeks  Henry  accidentally 
met  a  merchant  of  his  native  town  by  the 
name  of  Moses,  who  was  down  to  the  city 
to  purchase  goods,  and  took  him  to  the 
lecture  and  made  him  acquainted  with 
Holt.  Moses  compelled  Holt  to  return 
Henry  to  his  parents,  which  he  did  after 
keeping  him  from  home  just  one  month, 
but  Holt  only  went  as  far  back  as  Albany, 
and  sent  Henry  the  rest  of  the  way  alone. 
In  the  fall  of  1850  he  left  his  native  county 
with  his  parents  and  went  to  Winnebago 
County,  Illinois,  remaining  there  till  1853. 
In  April  of  that  year  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  5,  Lester  Town¬ 
ship  ;  then  returned  to  Winnebago  County, 
and  in  September  of  that  year  he  helped 
his  parents  move  to  Black  Hawk  County. 
He  helped  them  put  up  hay  and  get  in 
comfortable  shape  for  the  winter,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Winnebago,  Illinois,  again.  His 
father  bought  forty  acres  on  section  5, 
built  a  log  house  on  it  in  the  course  of  the 
winter,  and  moved  into  it  with  his  wife 
and  three  children  in  April,  1854.  In  the 
fall  of  1854,  Henry  came  back  again  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  made  his  parents  a 
two-weeks  visit,  and  then  went  to  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minnesota,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
of  wood-turning  until  May,  1855,  when  he 
again  returned  to  Black  Hawk  County,  ar¬ 
riving  the  1st  day  of  June,  when  he  at 
once  began  breaking  up  the  prairie  and 
making  a  farm.  His  father  was  fife  and 
drum  major  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  several 
years  after  his  death  his  widow  received  a 
pension  for  his  services  during  that  war. 
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During  his  life  he  followed  milling,  wood¬ 
turning  and  hotel-keeping,  but  after  coming 
to  Iowa  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  He 
died  in  Lester  Township,  January  10,  1865, 
his  widow  surviving  till  March  16,  1879. 
Since  coming  to  this  county  Henry  Owen 
has  followed  farming  pursuits.  He  sold 
his  farm  on  section  5  in  the  spring  of  1866, 
and  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec¬ 
tion  1 6,  built  a  house,  and  moved  to  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  in  July  of  that 
year.  He  has  done  the  hard  work  of  break¬ 
ing  up,  fencing,  putting  up  buildings  and 
the  making  of  two  farms.  He  was  married 
July  28, 1857,  to  Susan  A.  Black.  She  was 
born  in  McDonough,  Chenango  County, 
New  York,  July  7,  1836,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Black.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  children — Milo  IT.,  born  May  n,  1861, 
died  October  20,  1862,  and  an  infant,  died 
in  June,  1869.  Mrs.  Owen  died  in  Lester 
Township,  May  27,  1869,  and  October  5, 
1871,  Mr.  Owen  was  again  married  to  Re¬ 
becca  A.  (Leddick)  Clubine,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Matilda  (Bear)  Leddick,  who 
were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
T  wo  children  have  blessed  this  union — Rose 
N.,  born  October  10,  1872,  and  Jay  R.,  born 
February  4,  1875.  Mrs.  Owen  was  born  in 
Geneva,  Seneca  County,  New  York,  June 
12,  1836.  She  was  first  married  to  Lemison 
Clubine,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
September  24,  1826.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and 
while  in  the  service  was  accidentally 
drowned  in  the  Mississippi  River,  April  28, 
1864.  He  left  a  family  of  four  children — 
Sylvania  B.,  born  November  7,  1856,  died 
October  7,  1864  ;  Arthur  F.,  born  January  3, 
1859,  married  Clara  Carncross  and  is  living 
on  section  16,  Lester  Township  ;  Delmer 
C.,  born  January  14,  1861,  died  November 
3,  1864,  and  Charles  W.,  born  September 
24,  1862,  is  living  in  Lester  Township.  In 
May,  1882,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  took  a  trip  to 
California,  visiting  San  Francisco  and  other 


points.  Mr.  Owen  has  the  satisfaction  of 
saying  that  he  has  traveled  across  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  has  washed  his  hands  in  both 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Owen  affiliates  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk 
one  term,  and  as  township  trustee  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  has  held  the  office  of  con¬ 
stable  two  years.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Township  School  Board  seven  and  a  half 
years,  and  is  now  secretary  of  Lester 
Cemetery  Association. 
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EREMIAH  RYAN,  an  active  farm¬ 
er  and  stock-raiser  of  East 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  August, 
1836.  He  remained  in  his  native 
country  till  attaining  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  years,  when  his  parents,  John  and 
Mary  Ryan,  immigrated  to  America.  They 
remained  several  years  in  New  York  City, 
and  there  our  subiect  attended  the  city 
schools.  His  parents  then  removed  to 
Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  where  they 
resided  till  their  death.  Jeremiah  Ryan 
commenced  life  for  himself,  working  by  the 
month  for  farmers  in  Illinois.  He  was 
married  in  1857  to  Miss  Sarah  Pelley,  of 
Winnebago  County,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  the  following  children — William  H., 
Edmond,  George  F.,  Elmer  J.,  Lucius  E., 
Walter,  May  I.,  Annie  and  Maggie.  After 
his  marriage  Mr,  Ryan  rented  a  farm  in 
Winnebago  County  and  by  his  untiring 
industry  he  was  soon  enabled  to  purchase 
eighty  acres.  He  remained  in  Winnebago 
County  till  the  fall  of  1867,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  He  at  once  settled  on  the 
farm  on  section  8,  East  Waterloo  Township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His 
land  when  he  hrst  settled  here  was  all  raw 
prairie.  At  present  he  has  320  acres,  most 
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of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  he  is  act¬ 
ively  engaged  in  raising  grain  and  stock, 
his  cattle  being  of  a  high  grade.  1 1  is  sub¬ 
stantial  residence  was  built  by  him,  and 
his  barns  and  other  farm  buildings  are  in 
trood  order.  Mr.  Ryan  has  met  with  much 

O  J 

success  in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
is  due  to  his  industrious  habits  and  good 
business  management.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ryan  are  members  of  St.  Joseph  Church  at 
Waterloo. 

— • — 

EORGE  WASHINGTON  HUM- 

_  PII REVS,  deceased,  was  born  at 

;  v.'--  ’  '  1  larper’s  Ferry,  V  1  rginia,  June  io. 

1814.  He  was  the  son  of  wealthy 
parents  and  was  liberally  educated, 
intending  to  take  a  college  course, 
which  ill  health  alone  prevented,  and  for 
several  years  he  devoted  his  time  to  teach¬ 
ing.  In  1836  he  became  a  resident  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  Iowa,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  and  became  a  leading  citizen.  He 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Martha  Jane 
Turner,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Irene, 
who  also  died,  aged  twenty -four  years.  He 
was  again  married  in  1859,  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Kenney,  a  native  of 
Sullivan  County,  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
1832.  In  1865  they  moved  from  Muscatine 
to  Black%Hawk  County  and  located  on  sec¬ 
tion  14,  Lincoln  Township,  improving  a 
farm  of  120  acres  from  a  state  of  nature. 
In  the  war  for  the  Union  Mr.  Humphreys 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  side  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  ;  although  a  Virginian,  was  a  de¬ 
voted  adherent  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
He  was  past  the  age  for  military  duty,  but 
used  his  means  liberally  to  encourage  en¬ 
listment  and  for  the  support  of  the  families 
of  volunteers.  While  living  in  Muscatine 
he  served  several  terms  as  sheriff,  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  school  board.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  of  Muscatine,  under 


President  Lincoln,  but  resigned  and  was  en 
route  to  Black  Hawk  County  when  Lincoln 
was  killed.  After  coming  to  Black  Hawk 
County  he  was  less  active  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  the  third  settler  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  taught  its  first  school.  His  first 
residence  was  not  entirely  completed  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone  and  a  second 
residence  with  its  contents  was  burned  in 
1872,  and  subsequently  the  present  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  family  was  built.  Mr.  Humph¬ 
reys  died  January  31,  1882,  leaving  a  wid¬ 
ow  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest, 
Georgiana,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Ingamells, 
of  Grundy  County ;  Lutie  and  Eugenia  are 
with  their  mother.  The  daughters,  by  the 
will  of  their  uncle,  Robert  Harper  Humph¬ 
reys,  will  each  come  into  possession  of 
$4,000.  He  was  a  wealthy  manufacturer, 
late  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


OBERT  H.  McNALLY  was  born 
in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  Jan¬ 
uary  4,  1849.  In  1865  his  parents, 
John  and  Eliza  McNally,  left  their 
old  home  in  Ireland,  and  with  their 
four  children  embarked  for  America, 
landing  at  Quebec.  They  at  once  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  had  relatives,  and  there 
made  their  home  for  a  short  time.  The 
father  bought  land  in  Union  Township, 
where  he  settled,  but  he  did  not  live  to  en¬ 
joy  his  home,  his  death  occurring  in  1866, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  widow 
survived  till  March  5,  1883,  dying  at  the 
home  of  her  son  John,  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  aged  seventy-four  years.  Of  their 
children,  John  lives  in  Palo  Alto  County, 
Iowa;  Peter  resides  in  Lincoln  Township;  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Maria  Fuller,  resides  in 
Clay  County,  Iowa,  and  our  subject.  Their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Coughlin,  remained 
in  Ireland,  where  she  still  lives.  Our  sub- 
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ject  commenced  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  and  for  three  years  worked 
as  a  farm  hand.  He  then  farmed  for  him¬ 
self  on  rented  land  for  a  few  years,  and  in 
1875  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  160 
acres  on  section  10,  Lincoln  Township, 
where  he  is  devoting  his  attention  to  stock 
and  dairy  farming.  October  4,  1882,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  J.  Thompson,  who 
was  born  in  McDonough  County,  Illinois, 
November  8,  1862,  a  daughter  of  W.  P. 
Thompson,  of  Lincoln  Township.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter 
— Dora  Irene.  Mr.  McNally  is  one  of  the 
active  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Lincoln 
Township,  and  during  his  residence  here 
has  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  come  in  contact  with  him.  He  has 
filled  most  of  the  offices  of  trust  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  his  township,  serving  in  all 
with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  church. 
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^AVID  FORD,  one  of  the  old  set- 
Mil  tiers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  came  here  in  September, 
jj*'  1852.  He  first  settled  011a  farm  ly¬ 
ing  west  of  his  present  land,  of  which 
thirty  acres  had  been  broken  and 
partly  fenced,  and  a  small  log  house  had 
been  built.  Mr.  Ford  was  born  near  Chili- 
cothe,  Ross  County,  Ohio,  April  7,  1807, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  moved  with 
his  father  to  Wyandot  County,  Ohio.  He 
first  settled  on  eighty  acres  of  heavily  tim¬ 
bered  land  when  he  built  a  log  house  16  x 
25  feet  in  dimensions.  He  was  married 
July  24,  1833,  to  Catherine  Van  Gundy, 
who  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  June 
25,  1812,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Snyder)  Van  Gundy,  who  are  of  German 


descent.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
ten  children — Matilda, married  Jacob  Leep- 
er  ;  Sarah  A  ,  wife  of  James  P.  Coy ;  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Warren  Sherman;  Ellen,  mar¬ 
ried  William  Deeming;  Curbs,  living  at 
Cedar  Falls;  Nirum,  a  farmer  and  stock 
buyer,  living  with  his  father ;  Eliza,  now 
Mrs.  Abram  Sprague ;  Lydia,  married 
George  Cochonour  ;  Nancy,  deceased,  and 
Reuben,  living  in  Washington  Township. 
Mrs.  Ford  died  February  11,  1879.  Mr. 
Ford  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
General  Jackson,  but  has  voted  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket  since  the  organization  of  that 
party.  Mr.  Ford  is  a  son  of  David  and 
Sarah  (McCabe)  Ford,  natives  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  His  parents  both  died  in  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-four  years. 


OSEPH  W.  PIERPONT,  farmer, 
of  East  Waterloo  Township,  was 
born  December  26,  1839,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  His  parents, 
Chauncey  and  Sarah  (Burton)  Pier- 
pont,  were  born  and  married  in  the 
same  State  as  our  subject,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  Joseph  W.  being  the  eldest  son. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  his  parents  removed 
to  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  where 
they  have  since  made  their  home.  Joseph 
remained  at  home  till  reaching  manhood, 
and  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  was  married  in  Massachusetts  in  1865, 
to  Ellen  M.,  eldest  daughter  of  Arad  and 
Charlotte  Hall,  and  in  March,  1867,  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  resided,  which  contains 
130  acres  of  choice  land.  Mr.  Pierpont 
has  erected  his  present  good  residence  and 
also  his  barns  and  out  buildings.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
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raising,  and  later  has  turned  his  attention 


to  the  dairy  business.  He  has  at  present 
twenty-one  cows,  the  milk  of  which  he  sells 
to  the  cheese  factory.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pierpont  have  been  born  four  children — 
Mary  E.,  Grace  11.,  Arthur  W.  and  Geor- 
giana  L. 

■•Ho - <~3s§^G>-° - c-54*. 
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NOS  WOOD  has  been  a  resident 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
since  the  fall  of  1854,  when  lie  set¬ 
tled  about  eighty  rods  east  of  his 
present  house.  He  lived  in  a  sod 
house  till  the  following  spring  when 
he  built  a  log  house,  in  which  he  made 
his  home  till  1879.  He  then  erected  his 
present  house  at  a  cost  of  $2,500  which  is 
one  of  the  best  residences  in  this  township. 
It  is  a  seven-room  house,  18x31  feet  in 
dimension,  with  awing  16x22  feet.  The 
foundation  is  of  stone,  and  an  excellent  cel¬ 
lar,  seven  feet  four  inches  in  height,  is  under 
the  whole  house.  The  house  is  built  of 
the  best  material,  and  stands  on  a  high  ele¬ 


vation  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  sur¬ 


rounding  country.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  practi¬ 
cal  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  in  his 
chosen  avocation  has  met  with  success,  and 
now  owns  nearly  400  acres  of  land  located 
on  sections  4  and  5,  his  residence  being  on 
section  5,  and  his  farm  buildings  are  first- 
class,  his  barn  costing  $4,000.  The  size  of 
his  barn  is  40x70  feet,  and  his  shed  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  barn  32  x  100  feet,  the  former  holding 
about  200  tons  and  the  latter  100  tons  of  hay. 
The  cost  of  the  latter  was $2,300.  Mr.  Wood 
has  seeded  his  farm  and  is  devoting  his 
time  to  raising  stock,  and  has  on  hand  at 
present  about  1  50  head  of  cattle.  During 
the  last  year  he  raised  300  tons  of  hay.  Mr. 
Wood  is  a  native  ot  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  born  July  8,  1823,  a  son  of 
Isaac  P.  and  Louisa  (Chaffee)  Wood,  natives 
of  Onondaga  County,  New  York.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  his  native 


county  and  went  to  Michigan  where  he  re¬ 
mained  six  months  helping  to  build  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad, working  for  $20 
per  month,  receiving  his  pay  in  State  war¬ 
rants.  He  then  worked  on  a  farm  in  Me¬ 
dina  County,  Ohio,  for  two  summers,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Onondaga  County, 
New  York,  where  he  remained  seven  years, 
coming  to  Iowa  in  1854  as  before  stated. 
He  was  married  January  1,  1844,  to  Morilla 
Nodine,  who  was  born  near  Danbury,  Con¬ 
necticut,  December  13,  1822.  At  the  age 
of  four  years  she- went  to  Onondaga  County 
with  her  parents,  Jeremiah  W.  and  Maria 
(Strope)  Nodine,  and  there  received  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education,  living  there  till  her 
marriage.  Her  father  was  born  near  Dan¬ 
bury,  September  25,  1800.  He  was  married 
in  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  and  is 
still  a  resident  of  that  county,  now  living  at 
Spafford.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  has 
made  that  the  principal  avocation  of  his 
life.  Her  great-grandfather,  Frederick 
Whiting,  was  a  native  of  London,  England, 
and  while  attending  school  he,  with  several 
other  students,  took  an  oath  against  the 
king  and  all  were  banished.  He  came  to 
America,  and  died  in  Connecticut  at  the 
advanced  age  of  104  years.  Mrs.  Wood’s 
Grandfather  Nodine  was  a  native  of  France. 
He  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Con¬ 
necticut  in  an  early  day,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  dead,  nothing  having  been  heard  of 
him  for  many  years.  Her  mother,  Mrs. 
Nodine,  was  a  native  of  Hamburg,  Ger¬ 
many,  born  in  1795.  Her  father,  Peter 
Strope,  came  with  his  family  to  America 
when  she  was  a  child,  locating  in  Onondaga 
County,  where  she  died  in  1876.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wood  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren  of  whom  four  are  living — Harriet, born 
March  31,  1847,  wife  of  Samuel  Canfield, 
of  Lester  Township ;  Louisa  M.,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1857,  wife  of  Jacob  Tisinger,  of 
Bennington  Township,  this  county;  Fin- 
netta,  born  February  6,  1859,  wife  of  Henry 
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Hotendorf,  of  Lester  Township,  and  Lilia, 
born  May  18,  1861,  wife  of  Otto  Wildha- 
gen,  of  Lester  Township.  Frank,  the  eldest 
child,  died  in  Onondaga  County,  aged  near¬ 
ly  nine  months,  and  Emerald,  born  January 
20,  1849,  died  August  27,  1870.  Mr.  Wood 
is  liberal  in  his  religious  views.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  two  years, 
and  has  served  two  terms  as  road  super¬ 
visor.  He  has  also  served  as  school  direc¬ 
tor.  When  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  was  being  built  Mr.  Wood 
gave  $500  cash,  and  the  right  of  way 
through  his  farm,  which  took  away  about 
twelve  acres,  and  also  the  ground  for  a  de¬ 
pot.  Isaac  P.  Wood,  father  of  our  subject, 
spent  his  life  in  Onondaga  County,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years’  residence  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  New  York.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  about 
the  year  1844.  His  widow  is  still  living  in 
Onondaga  County,  where  she  was  born  in 
August,  1800,  and  is  now  drawing  a  peftsion 
from  the  Government  on  account  of  her 
husband’s  services  during  the  war  of  1812. 


AMES  MILLER  was  born  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1831,  a  native  of  Rensse¬ 
laer  County,  New  York,  a  son  of 
Garrett  I.  and  Eve  Miller,  his  pater¬ 
nal  ancestors  being  of  Holland  ori¬ 
gin.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
native  State,  and  there  received  his 
education.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  came  West, 
locating  in  Ogle  County,  Illinois,  where  he 
taught  in  a  public  school  for  a  time.  In 
the  spring  of  1857  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  senior  member  of  the  formerly  well- 
known  mercantile  firm  of  Miller,  Wilson  & 
Co.  He  has  met  with  success  in  all  his 
undertakings,  and  at  present  is  the  owner 


of  a  splendid  farm  containing  220  acres, 
located  in  Grundy  County.  For  his  wife 
he  married  Julia  L.  Abbott,  of  Clarksville, 
Butler  County,  Iowa,  who  was  formerly  a 
resident  of  this  county.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children — Martha 
H.,  Mary  E.  and  Julia.  Mr.  Miller  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  and  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  his  township 
or  county  he  takes  an  active  interest. 


■*H=> 


- - 

^|ENRY  king  born  in  Bir- 
minghamshire, England, December 
12,  1815,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(New)  King.  His  parents  lived  to 
an  advanced  age,  dying  over  forty 
years  ago.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  sons,  all  dying  in  England  except  our 
subject.  The  latter  was  married  in  Buck¬ 
inghamshire,  England,  in  1837,  to  Elizabeth 
Harris,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Lon¬ 
don)  Harris.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
this  union  six  are  living — Ann,  wife  of 
William  Tompkins,  of  Jetmore,  Kansas; 
Alfred,  married  Elva  Jolls,  and  is  living  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Dan,  married  Clara 
Hicks,  and  lives  on  section  36,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Township;  Edwin,  married  Ruth 
Miller,  and  is  living  in  Barclay  Township, 
Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Hewitt,  of  Waterloo 
Township,  and  Adelaide,  living  at  home. 
George  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months; 
Charles,  aged  three  years ;  Marion,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  months,  and  Ida,  aged 
three  years  and  six  months.  In  March,  1849, 
Mr.  King  immigrated  with  his  family  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York.  He  first 
settled  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  began 
clearing  land,  and  also  worked  at  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade  which  he  followed  several 
years,  having  a  blacksmith’s  shop  on  his 
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land.  Before  leaving  Medina  County  he 
owned  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  and  after  sell¬ 
ing  his  land  he  came  to  Iowa.  Me  first  lo- 
cated  in  Delaware  County,  remaining  there 
three  months  working  at  his  trade.  lie 
then,  in  March,  1864,  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  after  living  in  Waterloo 
Township  two  years  became  a  resident  of 
Mt.  Vernon  Township,  where  he  has  a  farm 
containing  about  160  acres  of  land.  Mr.  King 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  In  politics  he  votes  the  Republi¬ 
can  ticket.  He  has  held  the  office  of  road 
supervisor,  and  has  also  served  as  school 
director.  His  father,  and  also  his  grand¬ 
father,  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade, and 
he  had  a  brother,  John  King,  who  carried 
on  the  same  trade  in  London,  England, 
whose  son,  John  Thomas  King,  is  now  car¬ 
rying  on  the  same  business.  Mrs.  King’s 
parents  both  died  the  same  week,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1847.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  died  young  except 
Mrs.  King,  and  their  son  John,  who  came 
to  America,  but  is  now  dead. 


3>000£ 


I  MON  A.  WAGONER, editor  and 

_ _  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  S. 

A.  Wagoner  &  Co.,  publishers  of 
*\^  the  La  Porte  City  Review ,  is  a  son 
of  Alexander  and  Hannah  (Bahr) 
Wagoner,  natives,  respectively,  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  They  were 
married  in  Wisconsin,  and  came  in  1877  to 
La  Porte  City,  where  they  now.  reside. 
Mr.  Wagoner  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Kline,  Wagoner  &  Susong.  Simon  A.  was 
born  March  25,  1863,  in  Vernon  County, 
Wisconsin,  and  received  a  public-school 
education.  At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  com¬ 
menced  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade.  He 
worked  at  Anita,  Iowa,  and  at  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  came  to  La 
Porte  City.  He  was  employed  in  the 


Progress  office  until  the  following  June, 
when  he  started  the  Review  in  company 
with  W.  E.  Throne.  Mr.  Wagoner  was 
united  in  marriage  November  24,  1885, with 
Emma  R.  Fisher,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Both 
attend  the  English  Evangelical  church. 
Mr.  Wagoner  is  a  Republican,  and  was 
elected  city  recorder  in  March,  1885. 


LLIAM  H.  THOMPSON,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Eagle 
Township,  residing  on  section  7, 
was  born  in  McMinn  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  December  26,  1830,  a  son  of 
Isham  and  Rebecca  (Holstein)  Thomp¬ 
son,  who  were  both  born,  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  State.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  Rhone  County,  Tennessee,  to  which 
county  his  parents  removed  in  1835.  He 
went  with  his  parents  to  McDonough  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  in  1851,  locating  near  McComb, 
and  there  he  was  married  January  15,  1857, 
to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Thompson,  who  was  born 
in  McMinn  County,  Tennessee,  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1832,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
(Chapman)  Thompson.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union — Marv  Louisa,  liv- 
ing  with  her  parents;  Sterling,  at  present 
in  the  Black  Hills;  Iva  Elizabeth,  married 
James  H.  Canned,  October  15,  1884,  and 
died  March  17,  1885,  aged  twenty-two  years, 
and  William  Melvin.  Mr.  Thompson  vis¬ 
ited  Black  Hawk  County  with  several  par¬ 
ties  in  1866,  and  selected  lands,  our  subject 
buying  180  acres  of  his  present  farm  on 
which  he  settled  in  1867,  and  a  few  years 
later  added  eighty-five  acres  to  his  original 
purchase.  He  brought  with  him  to  this 
county  six  yoke  of  oxen  and  immediately 
commenced  improving  hir  land  as  well  as 
helping  others.  Prior  to  his  settlement  in 
Eagle  Township  he  had  spent  a  few  years 
farming  in  Hancock  County,  Illinois,  where 
he  settled  in  the  year  i860.  In  politics  Mr. 
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Thompson  is  a  staunch  Republican.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
church.  In  early  days  Mr.  Thompson  de¬ 
lighted  in  the  chase,  and  was  long  noted  as 
one  of  the  best  shots  in  the  county.  His 
parents  settled  in  Barclay  Township  in  the 
year  1858.  They  were  the  parents  of  a 
large  family,  fifteen  children  having  been 
born  to  them — Nathaniel  G.  served  in  the 
war  of  the  rebellion  for  three  years,  is  now 
living  with  our  subject ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Lowrie,  of  Dakota ;  William  H.,  the  fifth 
child  ;  Mrs.  Mary  Scarborough,  deceased  ; 
John  A.,  in  Missouri ;  Mrs.  Minerva  Stubbs, 
of  Barclay  Township  ;  Mrs.  Mahala  Miller, 
of  Illinois;  Mrs.  Olivia  Bailey,  of  Black 
Hawk  County  ;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Campbell, 
of  Storm  Lake,  Iowa  ;  Judson,  at  the  home¬ 
stead  in  Barclay  Township;  James,  at 
Storm  Lake ;  Robert,  at  the  homestead  in 
Barclay  Township  ;  Mrs.  Amanda  Johnson, 
in  Dakota;  Mrs.  Sarah  Thompson,  of  Oak¬ 
land,  Iowa,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  Holstein  River,  in  Tennessee,  was 
named  in  honor  of  the  maternal  grandfa¬ 
ther  of  Mr.  Thompson,  he  having  been  a 
pioneer  settler  of  its  valley. 


0  ma 


AMES  D.  DEWEY  was  born  in 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
November  1,  1823,  a  son  of  David 
and  Rebecca  (Dickson)  Dewey,  the 
latter  dying  in  Minnesota.  He  lived 
in  his  native  county  till  he  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  and  there 
followed  farming,  which  avocation  he  has 
made  the  principal  occupation  of  his  life. 
He  worked  for  a  time  in  different  woolen- 
mills  and  also  in  a  grist-mill.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  18 ;7  to  Mary  E.  Wikoff,  of  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  who  died  in  1875.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children — Earl, 
Walter,  Mary  A.  (wife  of  George  Hollway, 
of  Washington  Territory),  Lewis,  Henri¬ 


etta, Horace  and  George.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Dewey  lived  three  years  in  Wisconsin 
when  he  removed  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  was  the  first  settler  on  section  8, 
East  Waterloo  Township,  making  his  home 
there  in  April,  1852.  His  first  residence 
here  was  a  small  log  house  16x16  feet  in 
dimension ,  where  he  resided  two  years. 
He  has  converted  his  250  acres  of  raw  prai¬ 
rie  land  into  a  well-cultivated  farm,  and  has 
now  a  good  home  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Cedar  River.  He  has  always  been  an  in¬ 
dustrious  citizen,  and  has  done  his  part 
toward  the  development  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  In  politics  he  casts  his  suffrage 
with  the  Republican  party. 

j|  AM UEL  L.  WILSON,  postmaster 
at  Hudson,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania, 
January  14,  1834,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Lydia  Wilson,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  that  State.  In 
the  spring  of  1837  his  father  moved  to 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  bought  a  farm 
two  miles  west  of  Gambier,  where  he  was 
reared,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  youth  was 
spent  in  assisting  in  the  work  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  district  schools.  He  was 
married  December  4,  1856,  to  Lavinia  Fer- 
ree.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  in  May  of  that  year  located  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  on  the  farm  on  section  36, 
Black  Hawk  Township,  where  he  has  since 
lived,  a  period  of  twenty-one  years.  His 
farm  contains  eighty  acres  of  valuable 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  but  three  of  whom 
are  living — Lewis  A.,  Ellis  L.  and  Ira  C., 
all  at  home.  Amanda  L.  and  two  infants 
are  deceased.  Mrs.  Wilson  and  their  sons 
Ellis  and  Ira  are  members  of  the  Progres¬ 
sive  Brethren  church.  In  politics  Mr. 
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HISTORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


W  ilson  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  prominent  in  its  councils,  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  party  in 
Black  Hawk  County.  In  1879  he  was  the 
party’s  candidate  fora  seat  in  the  Iowa  As¬ 
sembly.  In  January,  1886,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  postmaster  at  Hudson,  assuming 
the  duties  of  his  office  February  1. 


3000£ 


gT^JYRON  SERGEANT, 


1  i\ui>  oi^iv^TCy/A^  1 ,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
is  a  native  of  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  born  December  25, 
1829,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Polly 
Sergeant,  his  father  a  native  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  his  mother  of  Vermont.  They 
were  married  in  Massachusetts,  removing 
soon  after  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Of 
their  fourteen  children  our  subject  was  the 
ninth  child.  They  reared  twelve  children 
to  maturity,  of  whom  six  still  survive,  four 
living  in  Iowa — Asaph,  of  Scott  County  ; 
Morrison,  of  Sioux  County ;  Byron,  of 
Blackhawk,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Pingrey,  lives  in  Grundy  County.  A  son, 
Albert,  who  came  with  our  subject’s  fam¬ 
ily  to  this  county,  died  in  Black  Hawk 
Township.  The  parents  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County  in  1855,  making  their  home 
on  section  26,  Black  Hawk  Township, 
where  both  died  a  few  years  later.  Byron 
Sergeant  has  been  a  resident  of  Black 
Hawk  County  since  1853,  John  Ferris,  who 
came  the  year  previous,  being  at  that  time 
the  only  man  in  the  township.  ^  He  was 
united  in  marriage  in  1856  to  Miss  Maria 
Crane,  a  native  of  New  York  State.  They 
have  a  family  of  four  children — Eva  Ii., 
wife  of  George  Mastain,  of  Lincoln  Town¬ 
ship  ;  Marilla  H.,  George  C.  and  Alma  B., 
living  at  home.  Since  his  marriage  Mr. 
Sergeant  has  lived  on  section  24,  where  he 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  of  improved 
land,  and  in  addition  to  attending  to  the 
duties  of  his  farm  he  has  charge  of  a  grain 


warehouse  and  office  at  Hudson.  Although 
liberal  in  his  political  views  he  is  always  in 
national  elections  identified  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  has  filled  many  posi¬ 
tions  of  trust  in  the  township  with  credit 
both  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents. 


|OHN  S.  HALLEY,  one  of  Lin- 
coin  Township’s  prominent  citi¬ 
zens,  resides  on  section  13.  He 
commenced  improving  a  tract  of 
wild  prairie  land  in  1868,  and  now 
owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
county,  containing  320  acres  of  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  his  building  im¬ 
provements  are  among  the  best  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Halley  was  born  in  Fifeshire, 
Scotland,  March  16,  1837.  In  his  childhood 
his  parents,  John  and  Janet  Halley,  came  to 
America.  His  mother  died  at  Montreal, 
Canada,  on  the  way.  His  father  located  in 
Orange  County,  Vermont,  and  there  died 
in  1850.  John  S.  was  reared  by  Jeremiah 
Boynton,  of  Newbury,  Vermont,  making 
his  home  with  him  after  his  mother’s  death. 
In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Fourth  Vermont  Infantr}^,  and  served 
three  years,  participating  in  the  battles  of 
the  Peninsular  campaign  and  with  General 
McClellan  at  Antietam,  where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  shoulder.  He  also 
served  under  General  Grant,  and  was  with 
General  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Val¬ 
ley.  In  politics  Mr.  Halley  is  a  Republi¬ 
can  Prohibitionist.  He  has  held  many 
official  trusts  in  his  township,  viz.:  Magis¬ 
trate,  trustee,  assessor,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  In  1885  he  was  elected  supervisor 
of  the  Fourth  District,  comprising  Orange, 
Black  Hawk,  Eagle  and  Lincoln  townships. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  both  local  and  national,  working 
earnestly  for  the  men  of  his  party.  He 
was  married  in  Orange  County,  Vermont, 
in  March,  1861,  to  Miss  Eveline  Richard- 
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son,  who  died  in  April,  1873,  leaving  four 
children — Ethel,  Philip,  Paul  and  Mabel. 
December  11,  1875,  he  married  Delia 
Turner,  a  native  of  Oswego  Count}7,  New 
York,  daughter  of  George  Turner.  They 
have  four  children — Fred,  George,  Hugh 
and  Gertrude.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halley  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  they  are  active  workers, 
Mr.  Halley  being  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  stewards. 


*EJ>— < 0- 


MITH  C.  BOWEN,  residing  on 
section  11,  Lincoln  Township,  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  S.  and  Louisa 
Bowen,  who  were  pioneers  of  Green 
County,  Wisconsin.  He  began  life 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  and  his  brother,  Farmer  Bowen, 
working  the  homestead  farm  till  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  death.  He  bought  his  present  prop¬ 
erty  in  1879,  his  original  purchase  being  160 
acres.  To  this  he  has  since  added  eighty 
acres,  making  a  farm  of  240  acres,  all  of 
which  is  under  excellent  cultivation,  being 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  is  an  active  energetic  farmer, 
and  by  his  own  industry  and  good  manage¬ 
ment  has  acquired  his  present  property.  He 
began  his  residence  here  in  1880,  rebuilding 
his  house  in  1885.  He  has  also  remodeled 
his  farm  buildings  which  he  has  partially 
rebuilt.  Besides  his  own  farm  he  operates 
a  rented  farm  of  160  acres.  Februarv  2, 
1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Shu¬ 
maker,  who  was  born  at  Mineral  Point, 
Wisconsin,  February  2,  1852.  They  have 
four  children — Cameron  S.,  Frank,  Farmer 
J.  and  Perry  J.  In  politics  Mr.  Bowen  has 
inherited  from  his  father  Democratic  prin¬ 
ciples.  He  is  a  member  of  Waterloo 
Lodge,  No.  105,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Thomas 
S.  Bowen,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Bennington  County,  Vermont,  May  1, 

36 


1808.  He  removed  to  Clarno,  Green 
County,  Wisconsin,  in  the  “year  1836,  be¬ 
coming  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
county,  and  there  held  many  important  of¬ 
ficial  trusts.  In  i852-’53  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate.  By  his  first 
wife,  who  died  in  1854,  he  had  eight  children 
— Mrs.  Ann  Howe,  of  Stephenson  County, 
Illinois;  Mrs.  Avis  McElhiney,  of  Livingston 
County,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Celestia  Staver,  of 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Phoebe 
Sigworth,  of  Jones  County,  Iowa;  Farmer, 
died  on  the  homestead  in  Green  County, 
Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Remember  Thorp,  living 
at  Munroe,  Wisconsin;  Smith  C.,  our 
subject,  and  Daniel  D.,  the  youngest,  who 
now  owns  and  occupies  the  old  homestead 
in  Green  County.  Mr.  Bowen  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Maggie  Gibler,  in  i860. 
T  wo  children  were  born  to  this  union — Lou¬ 
isa,  now  Mrs.  Gray,  and  Thomas  S.,  now 
of  David  City,  Nebraska,  with  whom  his 
widowed  mother  now  lives,  his  father  hav¬ 
ing  died  October  20,  1883. 


H.  THOMAS,  a  prominent  stock- 
raiser  and  dairyman,  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township,  Black  Hawk 
1 1 fS  County,  is  a  native  of  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
born  August  5,  1832,  a  son  of  Dubre 
and  Mary  Thomas,  the  former  being  of 
Welsh  descent.  Of  his  father’s  family  only 
one  daughter  and  three  sons  survive,  their 
names  being  Margaret,  Jesse,  Lewis  and 
our  subject.  The  latter  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  State,  and  in  his 
youth  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
spent  a  short  time  in  Missouri  and  in  1855 
went  to  Minnesota,  and  there  followed  his 
trade  for  some  time.  He  remained  in  Min¬ 
nesota  in  the  mercantile  business  till  1866, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  settling  in  Cedar  Falls 
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//A  STONY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  is  a  thorough  and  practical 
farmer,  and  in  his  agricultural  pursuits 
has  been  very  successful.  1  lis  farm,  which 
contains  400  acres  of  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  is  well  adapted  to 
stock-raising.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married 
in  Minnesota  to  Fannie  Williams,  and  to 
this  union  has  been  born  five  children — 
William  A.,  Edwin  D.,  Paul  H.,  Mary  E. 
and  Charles  R.  In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

H - - b- 


E  V .  W  I  L  L  I  A  M  P  I  N  K  N  E  Y 
THOMPSON,  who  has  been  a 
resident  of  Black  Hawk  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  is  a  native  of 
McMinn  County,  Tennessee,  where 
he  was  born  February  1,  1837,  a  son 
of  John  and  Martha  (Chapman)  Thompson, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  re¬ 
spectively.  His  youth  was  spent  on  afarm, 
and  in  attending  the  common  schools,  and 
being  of  studious  habits  and  a  great  reader 
he  became  a  well-educated  man.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  teaching 
school  which  he  followed  for  eight  terms. 
October  21,  1858,  he  was  married  in  Mc¬ 
Donough  County,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Pennington,  who  was  born  in  Schuyler 
County,  Illinois,  November  17,  1835,  a 

daughter  of  Allen  and  Hannah  Penning¬ 
ton.  They  have  seven  children — George 
A.,  a  teacher  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa; 
Ida  J.,  wife  of  Robert  H.  McNally,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  Township;  William  F.  married  Mattie 
J.  Strayer,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicka¬ 
saw  County;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Jay  L.  Ma- 
bie,  of  Chickasaw  County  ;  Abbie  I.,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Waterloo  College;  Charles  M.  and 
James  R.  Mr.  Thompson  visited  Black 
Hawk  County  in  1865,  seeking  a  location 
for  his  future  home,  and  since  May,  1866, 


he  has  been  a  prominent  citizen,  active  in 
promoting  the  religious,  social  and  material 
welfare  of  the  county.  Soon  after  coming 
here  he  engaged  in  Sabbath-school  work, 
organizing  the  third  class  in  the  township. 
In  March,  1879,  he  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry.  He  first  had  charge  of  the 
Zion  Baptist  Church  in  Lincoln  Township 
for  near  three  years,  and  beside  this  charge 
he  preached  twice  each  month  at  Eagle 
Center,  in  Eagle  Township,  for  five  and  a 
half  years,  commencing  to  preach  in  the 
school-house.  The  school-house  not  being 
large  enough  to  accommodate  those  seek¬ 
ing  divine  instruction,  a  church  was  erect¬ 
ed,  largely  through  his  influence  and  assist¬ 
ance,  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,600,  including 
cemetery  grounds,  this  church  being  open 
to  all  of  evangelical  faith.  In  August,  1884, 
he  organized  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Hudson,  and  supplied  that  church  as  min¬ 
ister  for  seven  months.  Mr.  Thompson  has 
met  with  gratifying  success  through  life, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  240 
acres  in  Lincoln  Township,  which  is  under 
excellent  cultivation.  His  fine  residence, 
which  is  located  on  section  1,  and  his  build¬ 
ing  improvements  are  among  the  best  in 
his  neighborhood.  In  politics  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  is  a  Republican,  affiliating  with  the 
Prohibition  party.  He  has  served  his 
township  as  assessor  two  years,  trustee  one 
year,  sub-director  ten  years,  and  for  almost 
ten  years  was  township  treasurer.  John 
Thompson,  his  father,  was  a  carpenter  and 
millwright  by  trade,  but  most  of  his  active 
life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  married  in  Tennessee  to  Martha  Chap¬ 
man,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children — Lem¬ 
uel  H.,  a  Baptist  minister,  now  residing  in 
Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa  ;  Nancy  A., 
wife  of  W.  H.  Thompson,  of  Eagle  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county  ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Byler,  of 
Hancock  County,  Illinois ;  Madison,  of 
Johnson  County,  Nebraska;  William  P., 
our  subject;  John  W.,  an  evangelist  of  the 
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Baptist  church ;  Pleasant  H.,  deceased ; 
Mary  L.,  deceased  ;  James  A.,  of  Johnson 
County,  Nebraska,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Pen¬ 
nington,  deceased.  The  mother  died  in 
Tennessee  in  January,  1847,  and  in  June, 
1849,  the  father  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Elizabeth  Campbell,  a  native  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children — Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Robert  M. 
Thompson,  of  Jesup,  Iowa ;  Lewis  C.,  of 
Harper  County,  Kansas,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  McDonough  County,  Illinois,  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  where  he  was  bereaved  by 
the  death  of  his  second  wife  in  January, 
1859.  He  was  subsequently  married  to 
Mrs.  Martha  S.  Champion,  with  whom  he 
is  still  living  in  McDonough  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  he  having  passed  his  eighty-eighth 
birthday  August  12,  1885,  and  is  still  in  the 
enjoyment  of  health  and  vigor  remarkable 
for  a  man  of  his  advanced  years.  By  his 
present  wife  he  has  had  a  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  him  of  whom  five  are  living 
— Missouri  S.,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Griswold, 
of  Umatilla  County,  Oregon;  Jacob  C., 
Lucy  E.,  Joseph  and  Eli  M.  Berry  is  de¬ 
ceased. 


[DAM  CLOS,  of  Cedar  Falls,  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1830,  a  son  of  Peter  and 


Catherine  Clos.  He  left  his  native 
country  in  1852,  emigrating  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  after  an 
ocean  voyage  of  eighty-four  days  landed 
at  New  Orleans.  He  remained  at  New 
Orleans  one  year,  and  for  two  years  follow¬ 
ing  lived  at  St.  Louis.  He  then  located  in 
Southern  Illinois  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  followed  farming  for  a 
few  years.  He  came  to  Cedar  Falls  in  the 
fall  of  1861  and  for  many  years  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  teamster.  In  1882  he  established 
his  flour  and  feed  store  where  he  has  since 


carried  on  a  successful  trade,  his  store  be¬ 
ing  centrally  located  on  Main  street.  For 
his  wife  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Marx, 
by  whom  he  has  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  only  five  survive — William,  George, 
Frederick,  Artie  and  Ada.  Mr.  Clos  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Oddfellows  order 
almost  eighteen  years,  and  has  passed  all 
the  chairs  of  his  order.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  Mr.  Clos  be¬ 
gan  life  in  America  on  very  limited  means, 
but  by  his  industrious  habits  and  good  man¬ 
agement  he  has  met  with  the  success  he  so 
well  merits,  and  is  now  classed  among  the 
prosperous  merchants  of  Cedar  Falls.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


VVW 


VVVv 


"TLeNRY  WALTERS,  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  was 
born  September  22,  1829,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Hannah  Walters.  To  his 
parents  were  born  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  yet  living — Bernard,  Henry, 
George  and  Catherine.  Henry  remained 
in  his  native  country  till  1852,  when  he  im¬ 
migrated  to  America,  landing  at  New  Or¬ 
leans.  He  then  made  his  home  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa, 
and  after  a  residence  in  that  county  of  fif¬ 
teen  years  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County 
and  in  the  spring  of  1881  settled  in  Cedar 
Falls  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has 
been  quite  successful  through  life  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  480  acres  of  valuable 
land  which  he  has  acquired  by  his  own  in¬ 
dustry  and  economy,  having  commenc¬ 
ed  life  in  America  in  limited  circum¬ 
stances.  For  his  wife  he  married  Mary 
Messerly,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  but  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Bre¬ 
mer  County.  Of  the  eleven  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walters  nine  survive — 
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Henry  W.,  John  C.,  William,  Mary,  Ellen, 
Charles,  Benjamin,  George  and  Harvey. 
In  politics  Mr.  Walters  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  a  respected  citi¬ 
zen  of  Cedar  Falls  Township. 


tlfAVID  B*  WASHBURN  was 

born  in  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York,  September 
3,  1835,  a  son  of  Harvey  and  Jan- 
K  ette(Bradshaw)Washburn,  hisfather 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  his  mother 
of  New  York.  His  mother  died  in  Pots¬ 
dam  in  the  year  1853,  and  the  following 
year  the  father  settled  in  this  county 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death. 
David  B.  received  a  good  education  in 
his  youth,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  came  to  this  county.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
making  his  residence  here  in  the  fall  of 
1855.  He  was  energetic  and  ambitious  and 
soon  became  well  and  favorably  known. 
The  first  few  years  after  coming  here  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  soon 
became  a  contractor  and  master  builder. 
In  the  summer  of  1856  he  was  employed 
on  the  construction  of  the  Grundy  County 
court-house,  and  the  following  winter  he 
taught  the  first  school  ever  held  at  Grundy 
Center.  He  followed  teaching  during  the 
winters  until  after  his  marriage,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  months  was  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building.  He  has  erected 
school-houses  in  Black  Hawk,  Grundy, 
Tama,  Butler,  Hardin  and  Franklin  coun¬ 
ties,  beside  many  private  residences  and  busi¬ 
ness  houses.  In  1864  Mr.  Washburn  bought 
the  propery  where  he  now  resides  from  his 
brother,  J.  H.  Washburn.  His  farm, 
which  is  located  on  section  24,  Black  Hawk 
Township,  contains  1 16  acres  of  choice  land, 
and  his  residence  is  on  the  Waterloo  and 


Jr 

#  - 


Eldora  road  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
northeast  of  Hudson.  Mr.  Washburn  was 
married  February  28,  1865,  to  Mary  C. 
Southard,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
February  20,  1843.  She  came  to  Iowa  in 
1851  with  her  parents,  Levi  W,  and  Keziah 
(Reece)  Southard,  they  being  the  third  fam¬ 
ily  to  settle  in  Hardin  County,  In  Decem¬ 
ber  following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Washburn  moved  to  their  present  home, 
and  there  their  four  children — Jessie,  Ja¬ 
nette  F.,  Mary  S.  and  Hal  B.  were  born. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
Diagonal  Railroad  Mr.  Washburn  has  been 
very  successfully  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  coal  trade  at  Hudson,  carrying  large 
stocks  in  both  lines.  Mr.  Washburn  has 
filled  many  positions  of  trust  since  coming 
to  this  county.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  re-elected  in 
1876.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  nominated 
on  the  Republican  ticket  county  treasurer, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  by  a  hand¬ 
some  majority,  when  he  resigned  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  supervisor.  He  held  the  office  of 
county  treasurer  six  years  by  re-election, 
and  has  also  served  his  township  as  clerk. 
Mr.  Washburn  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  the  lodge  and  chap¬ 
ter  of  Waterloo. 


1^— • 


URLIS  FORD,  proprietor  of  liv¬ 
ery,  feed  and  sale  stable,  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Wyan¬ 
dot  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  January  11,  1842,  a  son  of 
David  and  Catherine  Ford,  of  whom 
his  mother  is  now  deceased.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  their  names 
being — Matilda,  Sarah  A.,  Mary  A.,  Ellen, 
Eliza,  Curbs,  Nirum.  Lydia,  Reuben  and 
Nancy,  of  whom  Nancy  is  deceased.  Cur¬ 
bs  Ford  has  lived  in  Black  Hawk  County, 
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Iowa,  since  1852,  in  which  year  his  parents 
settled  in  Washington  Township,  where  his 
father  still  makes  his  home.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Julia  M.  Streeter,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Zimri  Streeter,  who  was  an 
early  settler  of  Black  Hawk  County.  Of 
the  five  children  born  to  this  union  only 
one  son,  James  W.  is  living.  Linus  E., 
George  W,  Harry  and  Jennie  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Ford  is  an  enterprising  business  man, 
and  by  his  excellent  business  management 
has  been  successful  in  all  his  undertakings. 
Beside  his  livery  and  sale  stable  in  Cedar 
Falls,  he  owns  450  acres  of  choice  land.  In 
politics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 

-5 - - t- 

EREMIAH  S.  WEST,  section  2, 
Lester  Township,  was  born  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 
November  9,  1826,  and  when  he  was 
nine  years  old  his  parents,  James 
and  Julia  A.  West,  removed  to  Kane 
County,  Illinois,  locating  near  Elgin  in 
1835.  Here  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
remaining  in  Kane  County  till  the  fall  of 
1854,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  after  liv¬ 
ing  one  year  in  Buchanan  County  he  came, 
in  October,  1855,  to  Black  Hawk  County. 
He  received  but  a  limited  education  in  his 
youth,  but  after  he  had  reached  his  twenty- 
first  year  he  attended  school  six  months. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  since 
coming  to  the  county,  which  at  that  time 
was  an  unimproved  tract  of  land.  He  has 
now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  has  in  all  200  acres  of  land,  160 
acres  on  section  2,  and  the  remainder  on 
section  n.  He  has  seventy-five  acres  un¬ 
der  high  state  of  cultivation,  the  rest  be¬ 
ing  pasture  and  meadow.  He  has  a  very 
comfortable  house  which  was  built  in  1867 
at  a  cost  of  $1,200,  his  barn  and  shed  being 
built  in  1863,  costing  $1,000,  and  in  1883  he 
erected  a  new  shed,  his  farm  buildings  be¬ 


ing  large  and  commodious.  This  he  has 
made  by  industry  and  good  management, 
being  obliged  to  borrow  $50  when  he  came 
to  Iowa  with  which  to  make  a  start.  Mr. 
West  was  married  September  21,  1854,  to 
Abigail  Potts,  daughter  of  Jacob  H.  and 
Catherine  (Huntsman)  Potts,  her  father 
born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  June  22,  1813, 
and  her  mother  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
September  25,  1813.  They  were  married 
in  Knox  County,  February  25,  1834,  and 
about  three  years  later  moved  to  Noble 
County,  Indiana,  where  they  remained  two 
or  three  years.  They  then  moved  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  Mrs.  West  was  born;  thence 
to  Kane  County,  and  after  living  there 
about  fifteen  years  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  made  their  home 
in  Lester  Township  till  the  fall  of  1885, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  on  a 
farm  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa.  They 
then,  in  1885,  went  to  Cherry  County,  Ne¬ 
braska,  where  they  have  taken  a  homestead 
of  160  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  have  a 
family  of  six  children — Sytheria,  born  May 
24,  1857;  Arista,  born  November  29,  1859; 
Theresa,  born  October  11,  1861;  George 
B.,  born  June  11,  1864;  Frederick  A.,  born 
December  17,  1872,  and  Lurena  E.,  born 
January  4,  1879,  natives  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  In  politics  Mr.  West  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  James  West, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  November 
10,  1801,  in  Genesee  County,  New  York, 
and  in  early  life  moved  to  Cattaraugus 
County  with  his  parents.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  ran  away  from  home  and  served 
in  that  war.  He  was  a  waiter  for  General 
Brock.  He  was  married  in  Cattaraugus 
County  to  Julia  A.  Jolls,  who  was  born 
May  8,  1803,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
when  quite  young  came  with  her  parents  to 
Cattaraugus  County.  James  West  was  a  son 
of  Thomas  P.  and  grandson  of  Rufus  West, 
who  was  of  English  descent.  Our  subject’s 
Grandmother  Jolls  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
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land,  and  camelo  America  with  her  parents 
in  an  early  day.  Hie  grandfather,  Gar¬ 
dener  J oils,  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
followed  the  sea  ihe  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Mrs.  West’s  father  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  twenty  years,  holding  that 
office  while  living  in  Lester  Township, 
lie  has  a  good  farm,  well  improved,  where 
he  resides,  beside  owning  320  acres  of  land 
in  Lake  County,  Dakota. 


ZEA  J.  FRENCH,  deceased,  Les¬ 
ter  Township,  was  a  native  of 
England,  born  May  7,  1837,  a  son 
of  Edward  and  Ann  (Humphries) 
French,  who  were  also  natives  of 
England,  the  father  born  in  1803  and 
the  mother  in  1804.  When  he  was  eight 
years  old  his  parents  immigrated  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  after  remaining  a  short  time  in  New 
York  State  they  located  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  many 
years,  and  in  1854  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  The  father  was  a  shoe¬ 
maker  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  fol¬ 
lowed  in  connection  with  farming  all  his 
life.  Ezra  J.  French  learned  the  shoe¬ 
maker’s  trade  from  his  father  but  never 
followed  it,  his  principal  avocation  through 
life  being  farming.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County  in  1855,  and  first  located  on 
a  farm  on  section  25.  In  1883  his  widow 
sold  the  farm  and  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  22,  Lester  Township,  where  she 
now  lives.  He  was  married  September  13, 
1858,  to  Mary  M.  Siple,  who  was  born  in 
Oxford  County,  Canada,  Sept.  24,  1838, 
and  in  1854  came  with  her  parents,  George 
and  Rebecca  Siple,  to  Black  Hawk  County. 
Mr.  French  died  July  28,  1872,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children — Achsah,  born 
August  5,  1859,  wife  of  Clarence  B.  Everet; 
Rebecca  A.,  born  January  11,  1861,  wife  of 
Edwin  C.  Gates  ;  Charles  E.,  born  January 


8,  1863,  and  Mary  M.,  born  April  28,  1865. 
Clarence  B.  Everet  was  born  in  Buchanan 
County,  Iowa,  September  5,  1855,  where 
he  has  resided  all  his  life  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  year  spent  in  Michigan.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Everet  have  two  children — Ed¬ 
win,  born  June  4,  1881,  and  Bessie,  born 
October  7,1882.  In  politics  Mr.  French 
was  a  Republican.  He  frequently  held  the 
office  of  school  director,  and  also  served  as 
road  supervisor.  Mr.  Siple,  father  of  Mrs. 
French,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  on 
the  Susquehanna  River,  August  22,  1801, 
and  when  he  was  ten  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Oxford  Countv,  Canada.  There 

J  7 

he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  married  to 
Rebecca  Malcolm,  who  was  a  native  of 
Canada,  born  February  11,  181 5,  her  grand¬ 
father,  Daniel  Malcolm,  being  a  native  of 
Scotland.  In  1852  Mr.  Siple  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  the  family  following  two 
years  later.  He  died  in  Lester  Township, 
July  9,  1885.  John  Siple,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  French,  was  a  native  of  Holland.  He 
came  to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  died 
in  Oxford  County,  Canada,  in  August,  1848. 
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TEPHEN  PALMER,  farmer,  sec¬ 
tion  35,  WaterlooT  ownship  was 
born  in  England,  November  27, 
1820,  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth 
(Vooden)  Palmer,  his  parents  living 
in  England  till  their  death.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  for  many  years  carried  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  England.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  country  to  Mary  Evely,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Cowles)  Evely.  After 
coming  to  America  Mr.  Palmer  spent  two 
years  in  Canada,  after  which  he  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in 
Waterloo  City,  where  he  resided  three 
years.  He  then  was  employed  on  the  farm 
of  Samuel  Fields  for  a  year,  when  he  rented 
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a  farm  from  Mr.  Fields,  which  he  worked 
on  shares  for  two  years.  He  then  bought 
ten  acres  of  land  on  section  36,  Waterloo 
Township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  five  years,  when  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  buying  then  eighty  acres  of 
unimproved  land.  Since  locating  here  he 
has  built  a  commodious  brick  residence 
and  good  farm  buildings,  and  now  has  his 
farm  under  fine  cultivation.  Mr.  Palmer 
has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  living — Roger 
Palmer,  Mrs.  Grace  Hicks  and  Mrs.  Charity 
Weeks. 


ILLIAM  M.  AND  CHARLES  J. 
FIELDS,  president  and  cashier 
respectively  of  the  First  Nation¬ 
al  Bank  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Cedar  Falls  stock, 
farm,  are  natives  of  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  the  former  born  February  22,  1841, 
and  the  latter  November  9,  1844.  When 
very  young  they  were  brought  to  America 
by  their  parents,  John  and  Isabella  B. 
Fields,  they  locating  in  Luzerne  County, 
Pennsylvania.  The  brothers  were  reared 
to  manhood  in  Luzerne  County,  and  both 
were  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  father  being  possessed  of  con¬ 
siderable  means.  After  the  late  war  the 
parents  removed  with  their  family  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  where  the 
father  died  November  8,  1870.  In  1873 
they  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  established  the  now  well- 
known  Cedar  Falls  stock-farm,  consisting  of 
1,460  acres,  and  which  has  not  only  gained 
a  State  but  a  national  reputation.  In  1878 
the  Fields  brothers  erected  what  is  known 
as  the  Fields’  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  neat,  substantial  house  of  worship,  for 
which  they  provide  a  minister.  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Cedar  Falls  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  September,  1874,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000,  and  a  surplus  fund  of  $20, 000, with 


W.  M.  Fields  as  president,  and  C.  J.  Fields 
as  cashier;  the  greater  part  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank  is  owned  by  the  Messrs. 
Fields.  William  M.  Fields  is  at  present 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Iowa  State 
Normal  School  located  at  Cedar  Falls, 
having  been  elected  in  1882  for  a  term 
of  six  years.  He  was  married  February  13, 
1866,  to  Violetta  Cass,  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  Cass,  who  were  originally 
from  England.  They  have  six  children — 
J.  Cass,  William  M.,  Charles  A.,  Harry  E., 
Emily  H.  and  James  S.  Charles  J,  Fields 
was  married  in  June,  1866,  to  Isabella  Cass, 
sister  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Fields,  and  of  the 
eight  children  born  to  this  union  five  are 
living— Albert  M.,  Isabella  F.,  Violetta  M., 
CharlesJ.  and  Emily  E.  The  Fields  Brothers 
and  their  wives  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  the  brothers  are  Republican.  Both 
brothers  are  also  members  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  The  Fields  brothers  annually 
import  from  Europe  choice  blooded  stock 
consisting  of  Cleveland  Bay  and  English 
draft  horses,  and  are  endeavoring  to  have 
their  stock-farm  rank  second  to  none  in  the 
West.  The  farm  is  located  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  southwest  of  Cedar  Falls  to  which 
place  it  is  connected  by  telephone.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  large  stud  of  above  breeds  of 
horses  there  are  also  large  herds  of  short¬ 
horn  and  Holstein  cattle  on  the  farm. 

ARVEY  E.  JONES,  a  native  of 
1  Chautauqua  County,  New  York) 

*  was  born  December  5,  1833,  a  son 
A  of  Samuel  and  Catharine  Jones,  both 
\  being  natives  of  New  York  State.  When 
I  a  child  his  parents  removed  to  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  short 
time  later  settled  in  Stephenson  County, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jenna  A. 
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White,  of  Freeport,  Illinois,  February  i, 
1857,  she  being  a  native  of  Canada.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  this  union — Amelia 

E. ,  Dexter  M.,  George  L.,  Josephine,  Katie 

F. ,  Eva  B.,  and  Jennie,  of  whom  the  last 
four  are  deceased.  In  1865  Mr.  Jones  came 
with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
his  wife  dying  here  March  5,  1880.  Mr. 
Jones  is  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
citizen,  and  in  his  agricultural  pursuits  has 
met  with  success.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
a  ijood  farm  of  160  acres  in  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  where  he  resides.  He  is  a  con¬ 
sistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  many 
years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
Samuel  Jones,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  1861,  in 
Company  L,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He 
was  in  active  service  most  of  the  time  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  June,  1862. 

-? - - 1- 
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?Fli?OMAINE  ADRIAN  WHITA- 
t&m.  KER. — There  are  few 


are  tew  men  yet 
•  residents  of  Waterloo  who  came 
here  over  thirty  years  ago,  and  are 
still  occupying  places  of  usefulness 
and  influence,  and  of  those  few  our 
subject  should  be  given  a  leading  place. 
During  these  long  years  he  has  been 
closely,  but  in  an  unostentatious  way,  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
city  and  county.  He  is  eminently  Yankee 
in  his  antecedents,  his  ancestry  on  both 
sides  tracing  back  to  the  early  settlement 
of  the  New  England  colonies,  and  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  hardy,  long-lived  yeomanry  class 
of  that  time.  The  family,  upon  his  father’s 
side,  were  of  English  origin,  and  first  set¬ 
tled  at  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  about 
1648.  Portions  of  the  family  soon  after 
settled  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  where 
his  great-grandfather,  William  Whitaker, 
was  born  in  1743.  He  rendered  some  serv¬ 


ice,  while  a  mere  lad,  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  He  married  Amy  Clemence  and 
settled  in  Cheshire,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  died  in  1830.  Clemence,  his  son,  grand¬ 
father  of  Romaine,  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
Massachusetts,  December  18,  1779.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  settled  in  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  then  comparatively  a 
wilderness,  where  he  cleared  and  opened 
up  a  farm.  Desiring  more  land,  in  1835  he 
sold  his  homestead  to  his  second  son,  who 
still  owns  and  occupies  it,  and  removed  to 
Lewis  County,  New  York,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  farm,  partially  improved, 
near  the  village  of  Martinsburg,  the  county 
seat,  and  resided  there  until  his  death, 
February  28,  1872.  This  farm  is  now 
owned  by  his  son  Daniel.  He  married 
Alice  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Lanesbor- 
ough,  Massachusetts,  April  16,  1777,  and 
died  in  Martinsburg,  New  York,  May  4, 
1847.  Their  children  were — Jerome,  Anna 
(who  married  Ransom  Salmon),  George, 
Samuel,  Winfield  S.,  William,  Daniel  and 
Romaine,  of  whom  three,  Jerome,  George 
and  Daniel,  are  still  living.  Jerome,  the 
eldest,  was  born  at  South  Trenton,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  May  25,  1806.  In 
April,  1836,  he  removed  to  Jefferson 
County,  New  York,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  May,  1885,  when  he  came  to 
Waterloo,  and  now  resides  with  his  son. 
His  long  life  has  been  devoted  solely  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Lydia 
North  Demming,  August  27,  1827.  She 
was  born  at  Holland  Patent,  New  York, 
October  19,  1807,  and  died  at  Carthage, 
New  York,  November  12,  1875.  Their 
children  were  —  Romaine  Adrian,  born 
August  26,  1828;  Reuben  Adolphus,  born 
April  4,  1830,  died  December  25,  i860; 
David  Demming,  born  September  27,  1831; 
Clemence  Jerome,  born  September  23, 
1833;  Welcome  Abbott,  born  August  21, 
1836,  died  October  7,  i860,  and  Luama  Ann, 
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born  September  8,  1843,  married  George 
Fredenburg,  died  December  17, 1881.  Ro- 
maine  A.  Whitaker,  the  first  born  of  Jerome 
and  Lydia  N.  Whitaker,  first  saw  light 
August  26,  1828,  at  Holland  Patent,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  and  when  seven  years 
of  age  his  father’s  family  moved  into  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  New  York,  where  he  resided 
until  he  was  twenty-one.  His  boyhood 
days  were  spent  on  his  father’s  farm.  Like 
the  rest  of  the  farmer  lads,  he  attended  the 
district  school  during  the  winter  months, 
and,  on  reaching  manhood,  became  himself 
a  teacher,  completing  his  education  at 
Lowville  Academy,  New  York.  In  1853 
he  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  April,  1856,  set¬ 
tled  in  Waterloo.  Soon  after  coming  here 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  saw-mill, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years,  after¬ 
ward  engaging  in  farming  until  January, 
i860,  when  he  became  employed  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  county  treasurer  and 
recorder,  which  position  he  filled  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1864  and  1865  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  D.  B.  Stanton’s  hardware  store  on 
the  west  side,  and  returned  to  the  county 
treasurer’s  office  as  deputy,  in  January, 
1866.  In  1867  Mr.  Whitaker  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Black  Hawk  County,  and  as¬ 
sumed  the  duties  of  that  office  in  January, 
1868,  serving  four  terms  of  two  years  each 
by  re-election.  In  1876  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  under  the  firm  name  of  Whitaker 
&  Edgington,  dealers  in  agricultural  imple¬ 
ments,  which  he  continued  until  February, 
1878,  when  he  was  elected  grand  recorder 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
which  office  he  still  holds.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  September  17,  1856,  at  Great 
Bend,  New  York,  to  Mary  E.  Clarke,  who 
was  born  at  Evans’  Mills,  New  York,  April 
17,  1832.  They  have  had  three  children, 
one  daughter  and  two  sons,  both  the  latter 
dying  in  infancy.  The  daughter,  Ardelle 
Genevieve,  was  born  June  29,  1858,  mar¬ 
ried  George  A.  Goodell,  October  12,  1881, 
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and  now  resides  at  Estherville,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Whitaker  was  Waterloo’s  first  mayor,  fill¬ 
ing  that  office,  by  re-election,  for  five  years. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  school  board 
eighteen  years,  serving  as  president  of  the 
board  several  years.  He  was  secretary  of 
the  Black  Hawk  County  Agricultural  So¬ 
ciety  twenty -one  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  served 
as  presiding  officer  for  several  terms  in 
each  of  the  local  lodges,  chapter  and  com- 
mandery. 

?i?sj®?BEL  H.  JOYNER,  one  of  the  act- 
ive  farmers  of  East  Waterloo 
Township,  was  born  in  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts,  March  n, 
1821,  the  youngest  son  of  Seymour 
and  Lois  (Abott)  Joyner,  both  ol 
whom  died  in  Massachusetts.  Abel  H.  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  his  father  being  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  In  his  youth  he  attended 
the  district  schools,  completing  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  an  academy,  after  which  he  taught 
school  for  two  terms,  when  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  learned  the  car¬ 
penter  and  joiner’s  trade  at  which  he  work¬ 
ed  several  years.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  which  is  now  occupied 
by  C.  L.  Dean,  where  he  resided  till  1885. 
He  then  removed  to  his  present  farm  which 
contains  sixty  acres  of  choice  land,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
Mr.  Joyner  has  been  three  times  married, 
his  first  two  wives  dying  in  Massachusetts. 
He  was  married  in  1869  to  his  present  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emily  Patterson, 
she  being  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  They 
have  seven  children — Bert  S.,  Charles  H., 
Nelson,  Fanny  A.,  Fred,  Bertha  and  Min¬ 
nie.  Mr.  Joyner  has  filled  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Township  School 
Trustees  about  fifteen  years.  He  was 
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elected  assessor  of  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship  in  1874,  and  served  as  such  for  five 
vears,  and  in  the  fall  of  1885  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  same  office.  I  Ie  has  also 
served  as  road  supervisor,  and  for  two 
years  was  school  director.  lie  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Waterloo.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 


AMES  HARVEY  WASHBURN, 
of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Wash- 
burn  &  Brooks,  of  the  village  of 
Hudson,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  he  having  set¬ 


tled  here  as  early  as  1856.  Mr. 
Washburn  was  born  in  Potsdam,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  County,  New  York,  April  30,  1837,  a 
son  of  Harvey  and  Janette  (Bradshaw) 
Washburn.  In  his  youth  he  received  care¬ 


ful  training  and  good  educational  advan¬ 


tages. 


His  mother’s  death  occurring  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  not  long  after 


that  began  to  do  for  himself.  In  the  latter 


part  of  1855  he  left  his  native  county,  and 
went  to  Walworth  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  spent  the  following  winter,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1856  he  cam£  to  Black 
Hawk  County.  He  passed  a  few  weeks  at 
Waterloo,  and  was  employed  part  of  the 
time  scoring  timber  for  the  court-house, 
then  being  erected.  Returning  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  he  remained  in  Walworth  County  until 
fall, when  he  became  a  permanent  resident 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  where  he  worked 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade  till  his  marriage. 
He  helped  to  build  the  first  church  erected 
in  Waterloo,  and  drove  nails  on  the  first 
board  placed  on  that  building.  He  also 
assisted  in  the  building  of  the  second  church 
of  that  city.  December  2,  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Margie  E.  Sergeant,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  Albert 
Sergeant.  Her  parents  were  also  pioneers 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  settling  here  in 


the  year  1854,  where  both  died.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Washburn  have  two  sons — Frank, 
who  was  born  November  4,  1864,  and  Guy, 
born  August  6,  1874.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Washburn  engaged  in  farming,  which 
avocation  he  followed  till  he  made  his  home 
in  Hudson  in  September,  1881,  since  which 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  mercan¬ 
tile  trade.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business,  which  has  steadily  increased 


lrom  year  to  year,  and  his  genial  and 


accommodating  manners  have  made  him 
popular  with  all  classes.  Soon  after  establish¬ 
ing  himself  in  Hudson  he  was  made  post¬ 
master,  which  office  he  resigned  in  January, 
1886.  In  February,  1886,  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  L.  L.  Brooks,  and  with  increased 
facilities  the  new  firm  look  with  confidence 
to  the  future  for  a  prosperous  business.  In 
politics,  like  his  father,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  having  cast  his  first  presi¬ 
dential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr. 
Washburn  has  served  as  magistrate  faith¬ 
fully  for  twelve  years,  and  it  may  be  said 
to  his  credit  that  no  case  appealed  from 
his  docket  to  a  higher  court  was  ever  re¬ 
versed.  He  also  served  several  years  as 
assessor  of  his  township,  and  held  the  office 
of  township  clerk  for  one  term. 


AMES  I.  CARR,  farmer,  residing 
on  section  33,  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  born  June  6,  1836,  a  son  of 
Jarvis  and  Sally  (Corbin)  Carr,  who 
were  also  natives  of  New  York,  the 


father  of  Irish  and  the  mother  of  German 
descent.  The  parents  came  West  with  their 
family  in  1852,  and  settled  in  Ogle  County, 
Illinois,  where  they  remained  till  1859. 
They  then  lived  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
till  1866,  when  they  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  father  died  in  1877, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  The  mother  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  with  our  sub- 
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ject,  and  is  now  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  them  hve  are 
living — Ervilla,  Avife  of  Cyrus  Blenis,  of 
Black  Hawk  County ;  Salome,  Avidow  of 
William  Lanfear ;  Lovina,  Avife  of  EdAvard 
Wells,  of  Ogle  County,  Illinois;  Sarah, 
Avife  of  William  King,  of  California,  and 
James  I.,  our  subject.  The  latter  Avas 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  after  completing  his 
education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
Avhich  he  has  folloAved  both  in  Illinois  and 
IoAva  about  seventeen  terms.  He  now  de¬ 
votes  his  attention  to  farming  and  dairying, 
milking  twenty -five  cows.  Mr.  Carr  is  a  self- 
made  man,  he  having  acquired  a  valuable 
property  by  his  OAvn  industry  and  perse¬ 
verance,  his  present  farm  containing  166 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  Mr.  Carr 
was  married  in  Black  HaAvk  Count}7,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  i860,  to  Elizabeth  S.  Hill,  Avho 
Avas  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1840.  They  have  two  children — 
Minnie  L.,  born  August  23,  1861,  and  Willie 
L.,  born  September  24,  1869. 


James  vaughan, 


one  of  Lin- 
^  coin  Township’s  leading  agricult¬ 
ure  urists,  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  since  1869.  In  that  year 
he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  and  which  he  has  con¬ 
verted  from  the  naked  prairie  land  into 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  improved  farms 
in  this  part  of  Black  Hawk  County.  It 
contains  820  acres  of  land  all  in  one  body, 
182  acres  being  located  on  section  7,  Eagle 
Township,  and  the  rest  on  section  12,  Lin¬ 
coln  Township.  Mr.  Vaughan  Avas  born 
in  Monmouthshire,  Wales  November  6, 
1831,  he  being  the  seventh  of  a  family  of 
ten  children  of  James  and  Catherine 
Vaughan.  He  left  his  native  country  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  coming  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  first  Avent  to  Philadelphia,  thence 


to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  Avhere  he  Avas 
employed  as  a  farm  laborer  for  three  years. 
In  1850  his  parents  immigrated  to  America 
Avith  their  children,  they  locating  in  Ham¬ 
ilton  County,  Ohio,  Avhere  the  father  died 
of  cholera  two  weeks  after  reaching  their 
destination.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  until  1871,  when  she  died  in  Hen¬ 
derson  County,  Illinois.  Of  their  children 
Mary,  the  eldest,  died  in  Wales;  Catherine 
lives  in  Wales;  Rachel  died  in  infancy; 
Rachel,  named  after  her  deceased  sister,  is 
living  in  Indiana;  George  died  in  Waterloo 
this  county,  in  1883;  Matthew,  Charles  and 
Rhoda  live  in  Henderson  County,  Illinois; 
Jane  died  in  Henderson  County,  Illinois. 
James  Vaughan,  our  subject,  was  married 
in  Henderson  County,  Illinois,  April  19, 
1855,  to  Miss  Emily  P.’  Redman,  a  native 
of  that  county,  born  May  23,  1836.  They 
have  had  nine  children  born  to  them — 
Mary  M.,  wife  of  Richard  Holmes,  of 
Waterloo  City;  James  R.,  of  Waterloo; 
Jennie  C.,  wife  of  Clinton  Petrie,  of  Lin¬ 
coln  ToAvnship;  Ellsworth  died  aged  nearly 
two  years;  Lizzie,  wife  of  James  Locnan; 
Nora  M.,  Matthew  C.,  Arthur  C.  and  Willie 
G.,  at  home.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Vaughan  resided  on  a  farm  in  Henderson 
County,  Illinois,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  March,  1869.  He  then  settled  in 
Black  HaAvk  County,  IoAva,  bringing  with 
him  to  this  county  a  capital  of  $8,000,  Avhich 
enabled  him  to  build  a  fine  home  and  im¬ 
prove  his  real  estate  rapidly.  His  farm  is 
Avell  stocked,  and  his  farm  buildings  are 
among  the  best  in  his  tOAvnship,  Avhere 
he  is  ranked  among  its  Avealthiest  citizens. 
In  politics  Mr.  Vaughan  has  always  affili¬ 
ated  Avith  the  Republican  party,  casting  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
his  last  for  James  G.  Blaine.  Mrs.  Vaughan’s 
father,  Colonel  Reason  Redman,  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  having  command  of  a  reg¬ 
iment  under  General  Harrison.  He  Avas 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
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and  was  the  first  postmaster  of  that  place. 
I  Ie  also  established  a  steam  ferry  there  in 
an  early  day.  lie  was  a  prominent  man 
wherever  he  resided.  His  death  occurred 
at  Burlington,  June  15,  1837.  Mrs. 

Vaughan's  mother,  Mrs.  Nancy  P.  Red¬ 
man,  died  in  Henderson  County,  Illinois, 
December  15,  1861. 
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JOSEPH  BRUNER,  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  Lincoln 
Township,  residing  on  section 
24,  was  born  in  Essex  County,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Ontario,  Canada,  September 
7,  1832,  his  parents,  Philip  and  Mary 
Ann  (Munger)  Bruner,  being  born  and 
reared  in  that  county,  his  father  of  German 
and  his  mother  of  Irish  and  French  an¬ 
cestry.  Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  the 
parents  Joseph  was  the  eldest.  The  second 
child,  William,  died,  aged  ten  years,  in  1844. 
Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Julia  Ann  Hyer,  re¬ 
sides  in  Rockford,  Illinois;  Malcolm  is  also 
a  resident  of  Rockford  ;  Augustus  lives 
in  Indianapolis;  Mrs.  Melinda  Sweezy  re¬ 
sides  in  Winnebago  County,  Illinois;  Or¬ 
lando  is  in  Boone  County,  Illinois; 
Anderson  lives  in  Indianapolis  ;  Myron  is 
in  Rockford;  Irenus,  in  Winnebago  County, 
and  Frank  and  Walter,  in  Rockford.  The 
family  located  in  Winnebago  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  September,  1848,  and  in  that 
county  our  subject  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  always  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  spent  in  defense  of 
the  Union.  In  September,  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  till 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to 
Winnebago  County.  September  30,  1857, 
Mr.  Bruner  married  Miss  Emily  Chase,  who 
was  born  January  20,  1840,  in  Franklin 
County,  Maine,  a  daughter  of  Job  and 


Lucy  F.  (Butterfield)  Chase,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased,  her  father  dying  in  Rock 
County,  Wisconsin,  in  October,  i860,  aged 
fifty-eight  years,  and  her  mother  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty -two  years.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bru¬ 
ner,  nine  are  living — Albert  E.,  of  Rock¬ 
ford,  Illinois;  Celia,  wife  of  Walter  E.  Van 
Buren,of  Harper  County,  Kansas;  George 
A.,  of  Rockford;  Grant,  Ida  M.,  Charles 
W.,  Annie,  Harry,  Ralph  E.,  all  at  home. 
The  third  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bru¬ 
ner  visited  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in 
1854,  buying  at  that  time  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Mount  Vernon  Township,  and  later 
bought  130  acres  in  the  same  township,  but 
during  the  war  he  sold  these  lands.  He 
has  been  actively  identified  with  this 
county  since  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he 
settled  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides. 
He  is  a  successful  agriculturist,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres,  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  very 
fine  residence,  furnished  with  all  that  makes 
home  pleasant,  and  his  farm  buildings  are 
among  the  best  in  his  neighborhood.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  He 
has  served  efficiently  as  magistrate,  and  has 
held  other  public  offices.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  school  matters, 
and  is  giving  his  children  the  best  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  attainable,  feeling  that 
knowledge  is  power.  His  family  are  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  Bruner’s  parents  moved  to 
Boone  County,  Illinois,  in  1867,  where  the 
mother  died  in  March,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  The  father  is  still 
living,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  No¬ 
vember  1,  1881,  they  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding,  and  their  hearts  were 
made  glad  by  having  their  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  present.  At  the  mother’s  funeral 
all  the  children  were  again  united,  six  of 
the  sons  acting  as  pall-bearers.  Mrs.  Bru¬ 
ner’s  brothers  and  sisters  were — Mrs.  Lucy 


vv 

ww 

lk”4  ^4 

ww 

vv 

’fA' 

WW 

vv 

iTj 

vv 

'A’A 
'4  4 
44 
'A» 

'A'A 

VV 

V'A 

'AV 

k^f»k^4» 

vv 

k*4  k~4 

'A'W 

vv 

1.”  kTi 

44 

44 

wu 

rA'V 

vy 

vv 

vv 

vv 

kTi  Ik^r 
1^1 1^1 

vv 

lk^4  1^4 

vv 

^4l^f 

vv 

k^4 

vv 

vv 

44 

1^4 

1^1^41 

:♦;» 

44 

V’A' 

Ik^f 

44 

44 

w^kk.^4 

k*4  k* 

1^11^ 

k*4  kT| 

k^W^I 

^1^4 

'A'V 

kTii^i 

:c«5 

:♦!$ 

:♦:» 


KV 

1^1 

vv 

vv 

vv 

v» 

1^1 

vx 

vv 

vv 

1^1 1^1 

^▼4  !>▼> 

vv 

1^1  *^l 

vv 

vv 

vv 

l>T(».Til 

vv 

k^i^f 


w» 

»Ti  »Tj 

vv 

W 

W 

'4'V 

\Wa^A 

vv 

!.▼<(  iTi 

vv 

4"4 

vv 

WV 

^A^A 

v’4 

V'4 

vv 

vr4 

»Ti  «Ti 

vv 

vv 


w 

I ^ 

w 

vT<  i^i 

vv 

iTiiTi 

vv 

iTi  iTi 

vv 

»» 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

kTiiTi 

V'4 

wT>vT* 

wv 

vv 

iTi  «^4 

vv 

iTiiiTl 

kv 

t^A 

vv 

vv 

vv 

iTi 

vv 

V'4 

kT< 

vv 

vv 

”4 

vv 

y» 

»v 

i»i  iTi 

»V 

k”>vT< 

vv 

k”i 

vk 

vv 

kT/kT< 

'f*' 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


385 


A.  Hardy,  who  died  in  Rockford,  Illinois  ; 
Mrs.  Lydia  B.  Blackington,  of  California ; 
Mrs.  Sarah  McDaniels,  of  Kansas ;  Mrs. 
Olive  S.  Dow,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  ; 
Mary  F.,  who  died  at  Rockford,  aged  nine¬ 
teen  years ;  James  died,  aged  six  years  ; 
Mrs.  Antoinette  Stokes,  of  Rock  County, 
Wisconsin  ;  Mrs.  Eudora  Appleby,  of  Rock 
County,  Wisconsin,  and  Gideon  R.,  of  Da¬ 
kota,  and  two  sisters  who  died  in  infancy. 


SIMEON  L.  SMITH  has  been  ares- 

7^  _ 

_  “  ident  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
jpp#  Iowa,  since  1863,  his  home  being 
\\\  on  section  8,  Lincoln  Township. 
Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  New  York,  April  21,  1835, 
his  parents,  Thomas  W.  and  Abigail  Smith, 
being  born  and  reared  in  the  same  State. 
They  settled  in  La  Salle  County,  Illinois, 
in  1853,  from  which  county  our  subject  en¬ 
listed  in  the  late  war,  August  13,  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Thirty-sixth  Ill¬ 
inois  Infantry.  The  most  of  his  term  of 
service  he  was  in  the  Southwest.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Per- 
ryville,  Stone  River.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  right  knee  at  Perryville,  and  at  Stone 
River  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  head, 
and  later  in  the  day  was  badly  wounded  by 
a  shell,  his  collar-bone  and  one  of  his  arms 
being  broken  and  his  shoulder  dislocated. 
These  wounds  ended  his  career  as  a  soldier, 
and  he  is  now  receiving  a  pension  of  $6  per 
month  for  his  service  to  his  country.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  making  his  present  residence  his 
home  in  the  spring  of  1863.  There  his 
mother  died  in  1871,  his  father  dying  in  the 
same  township  in  December,  1876,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
December,  1863,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pitcher, 
he  returning  to  La  Salle  County,  Illinois,  for 
his  bride.  She  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 


New  York,  but  came  to  La  Salle  County, 
Illinois,  with  her  father  where  she  lived  till 
her  marriage.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith — Ernest  Owen, 
John,  Minnie  I.  and  Rhoda.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
practical  and  enterprising  farmer,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres  which  he 
devotes  to  stock-raising  and  dairying.  He 
is  in  all  respects  a  good  citizen,  and  is  much 
respected  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Smith  has  one 
brother,  Joel,  living  in  California,  arid  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Ruth  Bray  ton,  of  Floyd 
County,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Baker,  of 
Butler  County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Smith’s  father 
died  in  La  Salle  County  in  1872.  Her 
mother  is  still  a  resident  of  that  county. 

— °-S3S~° — •Sffj — 

■fennW 

^^|IRAM  B.  EIGHMEY,  residing  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
4,  Eagle  Township,  dates  his  birth 
Saratoga  County,  New  York, 

(September  13,  1838.  When  he  was 
eight  years  old  he  was  brought  by 
his  parents,  Leman  and  Chloe  (Barrass) 
Eighmey,  to  Dubuque  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  was 
engaged  in  mining  at  and  near  Dubuque. 
He  in  1849  went  to  Pike’s  Peak,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  till  war  broke  out,  when  he 
returned  home  and  volunteered  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  in  October,  1861,  enlisting  in 
Company  H,  Sixteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  his 
first  engagement  being  at  the  battle  of  Shi¬ 
loh.  The  Sunday  morning  on  which  the 
battle  opened  his  regiment  reached  the 
steamboat  landing,  and  on  disembarking 
were  supplied  with  ammunition,  and  sent 
directly  to  the  front  of  the  battle,  where 
the  regiment  lost  very  heavily.  Mr.  Eigh¬ 
mey  participated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
and  later  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Iuka, 
and  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg. 
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HIS  TOR  r  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


In  the  spring  of  1864  he  returned  home  on 
veteran  furlough,  re-joining  his  regiment  at 
Dallas,  Georgia.  At  Atlanta,  July  22,  his 
gallant  corps  commander,  General  Mac- 
pherson,  was  killed,  and  the  entire  regi¬ 
ment  captured  and  sent  to  Anderson vi lie 
Prison.  After  being  confined  there  two 
months  they  were  by  special  cartel  ex¬ 
changed.  Our  subject  then  followed  Sher¬ 
man  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  and  through 
the  Carolinas,  and  to  the  nation’s  capitol, 
where  he  participated  in  the  grand  review 
of  Sherman’s  army.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  as  Sergeant  of  his  regiment,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  July,  1865,  when 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Dubuque,  re¬ 
maining  there  till  1867.  In  that  year  he 
visited  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  buying 
the  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  still  owns. 
He  spent  the  winter  following  in  Chicago, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1868  settled  on  and 
commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  his  land 
being  now  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  October  9,  1.872,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Long,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  born  April  28,  1849, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Catharine  Long. 
Her  father  died  of  cholera  in  Quincy,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  1852,  while  en  route  with  his  family 
to  Carroll  County,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Long  died 
in  Carroll  County,  her  death  occurring 
May  28,  1881.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eighmey 
have  been  born  five  children — Orville  E., 
Grace  E.,  Clyde  H.,  Ralph  L.,  and  Myron 
B.  Myron  died  aged  four  years.  Mrs. 
Eighmey  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mr.  Eighmey  is  as  worthy  a  citizen  as  he 
was  a  gallant  soldier,  and  has  held  many 
positions  of  trust  in  his  township,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents.  Among  the  offices  held  by 
him  may  be  mentioned  township  clerk, 
assessor,  magistrate  and  school  director, 
and  in  1880  he  took  United  States  census  of 
his  township.  In  1876  he  was  elected 


supervisor  of  the  Fourth  District,  compris¬ 
ing  Orange,  Black  Hawk,  Lincoln  and  Ea¬ 
gle  townships.  While  living  in  Dubuque 
County  he  served  two  years  as  Govern¬ 
ment  inspector.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch 
Republican,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  interests  of  his  party. 
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O  H  N  HETZLER,  farmer  and 

R  dealer  in  stock,  section  34,  Wa¬ 
terloo  Township,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1819,  his  parents,  John  and 
Barbara  (Drullinger)  Hetzler,  being 
natives  of  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  re¬ 
spectively,  the  father  being  a  minister  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  church.  John,  our 
subject,  was  reared  to  the  avocation  of  a 
farmer  and  stock-dealer,  which  he  has  al¬ 
ways  followed.  He  went  with  his  father  to 
Bureau  County,  Illinois,  and  subsequently 
settled  in  Lee  County,  Illinois,  where  he  en¬ 
tered  190  acres,  residing  there  five  years. 
In  the  meantime  his  father  died,  after  which 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Bureau 
County,  where  he  remained  till  1884.  He 
then  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  157  acres, 
for  which  he  paid  $75  per  acre.  Mr.  Hetz¬ 
ler  commenced  life  without  means,  but  by 
his  industrious  habits  and  excellent  man¬ 
agement  he  has  met  with  good  success  in 
his  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married 
in  Illinois,  January  25,  1844,  to  Harriet  P. 
Richardson,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  De¬ 
cember  1,  1825,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Erepta  (Wilder)  Richardson,  the  father  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  mother  of 
New  Hampshire.  Her  parents  now  reside 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  the  father 
eight\7-seven  and  l he  mother  eighty-three 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetzler  have 
four  sons — John,  Lewis,  Howard  and 
James.  John  is  farming  in  Grundy  County, 


*;♦ 

*:♦ 

*:♦ 

*;♦ 

*:♦ 

:*:♦ 

** 

kTikT 

** 

kT<  k~ 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

k”i  k^ 

** 

** 

kT^kT 

** 

kTik» 

*:♦ 

** 

k~.j 

** 

k~^k^ 

** 

k~ 

** 

kT<k» 

** 

k”iiV 

** 

kT<kT 

** 

k~> 

** 

** 

kTiiT 

** 

** 

... 
k”i  k~ 

** 

** 

kT«k» 

** 

vTikT 

** 

** 

** 

k»ik” 

... 

k”jkT 

... 

k”ikT 

*:♦ 

*:♦ 


^  >:  >:  >:  ^:lt; 

w 

^Va  ”i 

vv 

k”i 

vv 

^A^A 

vv 

iTikT^ 

vv 

»Ti  »Tj 

vv 

l^l^l 

vv 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES . 


387 


ww 

l^r^l 

wv 

l^l* 

vv 

iTivTi 

W 

w 

»T^kT< 

V'A' 

w 

vv 

vw 

Ik^ll^l 

vw 

t^l^l 

vv 

wv 

1^1 1^1 

vv 

vv 

«^n^i 

wv 

*^n^« 

vv 

wv 

vv 

1^1  «^< 

:♦:* 

w 

w 

^A^A 

»v 

k”i 

vv 

^A^A 

WV 

W 

:♦:»: 

vv 

vv 

w 

vv 

vk 

VV 

vk 

vTn^i 

kk 

iT<k* 

k'4' 

kk 

^1^1 

kk 

C^iTi 

wv 

kk 

'♦'V 

kk 

^1^1 

vv 

C^i^i 

kk 

kk 

kk 

K^A^A 

kk 

kk 

vv 

kk 

kTnT> 

»v 

kk 

k”i  »Ti 

vv 

^▼ikTi 

kk 

1^1  j^i 

kk 

^A^A 

w 

kk 

kTi  k^i 

kk 

V'a' 

iTi  kT* 


kk 

kk 

^iTi 

wv 

kTi  k»i 

kk 

^A^A 

kk 

kk 

kk 

kk 

vv 

^ikTi 

kk 

kk 

W 

vv 

k~i  kT< 

vv 

»T(kTi 

W 

•Tiv” 

vv 

kT<k^ 

vv 


Iowa.  He  married  Ida  Porter  and  has  a 
family  of  four  children — Hattie,  Howard, 
Eugene  and  Lucy.  Lewis,  a  farmer,  now 
living  in  Adams  County,  Nebraska,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Edwards,  and  has  one  son — Har¬ 
vey.  Howard  is  attending  school  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  and  James  is  at  home. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hetzler  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Regular  Baptist  church. 


OSEPH  L.  HAGERMAN,  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  section  22, 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born  in 
Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania, 
June  23,  1827,  a  son  of  Isaiah  and 
V  Rebecca  Hagerman.  His  father  was 
born  on  the  same  farm  as  our  subject,  and 
there  died  in  1861,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
and  his  mother  aged  seventy-one  years.  He 
was  of  Dutch  descent.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters. 
Joseph  L.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
had  but  50  cents  when  he  started  out  in 
life  on  his  own  account.  He  first  obtained 
work  at  $120  per  year,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  had 
saved  $200.  With  this  money  he  bought 
a  Mexican  soldier’s  land  warrant  with 
which  he  entered  130  acres  of  land  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Wisconsin.  He  then  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  where  he  worked  on 
shares  on  the  same  farm  for  ten  years. 
During  this  time  he  had  sold  his  land  in 
Wisconsin  for  $400.  He  loaned  the  money 
on  interest  to  William  McKing,  who  failed, 
and  Mr.  Hagerman  sued  him  and  got  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  whole  amount,  which  he  gave 
in  part  payment  for  fifty-five  acres  of  land. 
Five  years  later  he  sold  this  farm  for  $100 
per  acre,  and  in  March,  1875,  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  125 
acres  where  he  now  resides,  on  section  22. 
Mr.  Hagerman  now  owns  400  acres  of  land 
located  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
444  in  Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania,  all 


of  which  he  has  acquired  by  his  own  per¬ 
severing  energy  and  economy,  together 
with  his  good  business  management.  Mr. 
Hagerman  was  first  married  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  March  20,  1851,  to  Mary  Haffer,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  that  State,  and  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  Haffer  who  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  To  this  union  were  born 
six  children— -Frank  L.  and  Asher  M.,  farm¬ 
ers,  of  Nobles  County,  Minnesota  ;  George, 
farming  in  Dakota ;  Daniel  and  Ellen,  in 
Black  Hawk  County;  James,  at  home  at¬ 
tending  school.  Mr.  Hagerman  was  again 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  February  20,  1871, 
taking  for  his  second  wife  Charlotte  Haffer, 
a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children — Aleda, 
Edgar  and  Edna  (twins),  Maud  and  Rusy. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hagerman  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  held  the  office  of  super¬ 
visor  three  terms,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  ever  since  he  has  been 
in  the  county.  During  the  late  Rebellion 
he  contributed  $1,000  toward  the  carrying 
on  of  the  war. 


W.  KING,  section  36,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Township,  was  born  August 
8,  1847,  i°  Buckinghamshire, 
jv^T  England,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (King).  He  was  but  a  year 
and  a  half  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  America,  and  since  1861  has  been 
a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  is  living  on  the  same  section  of  land 
as  his  father  in  Mt.  Vernon  Township. 
December  31,  1878,  he  was  married  to 
Clara  Hicks,  who  was  born  in  Devon¬ 
shire,  England,  September  14,  1856,  a 

daughter  of  William  and  Grace  (Palmer) 
Hicks,  the  father  born  October  7,  1806, 
and  the  mother  December  3,  1810,  natives 
of  Devonshire.  They  were)  married  in 
their  native  country,  and  had  a  family  of 
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eight  children — Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Palmer ;  William,  living  in  this  county; 
John,  in  Dakota;  Ezekiel,  in  Nebraska; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  II.  E. Taylor,  of  Hudson, 
this  county  ;  Stephen,  a  coal  merchant  of 
Chicago  ;  Thomas  A.,  a  partner  of  Stephen; 
and  Clara,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  King  have  three  children — Mary  E., 
born  November  2,  1879;  William  H.,  born 
July  5,  1882,  and  Carl,  born  October  14, 
1884.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  Re¬ 
publican.  lie  has  been  school  director 
several  years,  and  is  at  present  president 
of  the  board. 


eight  survive — George  C.,  Henry,  William, 
Ida,  Fannie,  Nellie  G.,  Mary  and  Kate. 
Mr.  Morgan  is  always  interested  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters  and  has  served  very  satisfac¬ 
torily  as  school  director.  In  politics  he  af¬ 
filiates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  formerly  a  member  of  both  the  Mason¬ 
ic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders. 
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^^|eSSE  MORGAN,  one  of  the  old- 
eS|-  pioneers  living  in  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  was  born  on  Staten 
Island,  New  York,  September  1, 
1 8 1 1 ,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Fannie 
Morgan.  According  to  tradition  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  and  his  two 
brothers  emigrated  from  Wales  to  America 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
war  his  paternal  grandfather  served  as  a 
soldier.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Jesse 
Morgan  went  with  his  parents  to  Sullivan 
County,  New  York,  remaining  there  but  a 
short  time.  He  subsequently  was  engaged 
as  a  sailor,  and  for  years  followed  the  sea, 
visiting  various  parts  of  the  world.  He 
came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  in  1851,  and  for 
several  years  worked  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  he  having  built  the  first  house  which 
had  a  claim  to  modern  pretensions  in  Cedar 
Falls.  He  also  entered  400  acres  of  land 
after  coming  here,  which  is  located  in  Black 
Hawk  County.  Mr.  Morgan  was  married 
December  7,  185 1,  to  Lucinda  Bozarth,  who 
was  born  February  27,  1832,  a  daughter  of 
Valentine  and  Rebecca  (Hall)  Bozarth,  who 
came  from  Virginia  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  about  the  year  1837,  where  they  lived 
till  their  death.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
have  been  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
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MOS  D.  SWITZER  was  born 
March  15,  1840,  in  Somerset 

County,  Pennsylvania,  his  par¬ 
ents,  David  and  Barbara  Switzer, 
being  natives  of  the  same  county. 

Of  their  family  of  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  all  reside  in  this  county  with  the 
exception  of  Mrs.  Joannah  Baxter,  who  is 
living  in  Tama  County,  Iowa.  The  father 
died  in  his  native  State,  and  the  mother 
now  lives  in  Lincoln  Township  with  her 
son  William.  Amos  D.  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  in  Somerset  County,  and 
received  a  good  common-school  education. 
In  March,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
cause  in  Company  C,  Fifteenth  United 
States  Regular  Infantry,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Mission  Ridge,  and  was  in  the  campaign 
against  Johnston’s  army.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  Resaca, 
the  battles  in  front  of  Atlanta  and  at  Jones¬ 
boro.  He  was  always  on  duty,  and  in  all 
respects  proved  himself  a  gallant  soldier. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  from 
the  army  after  which  he  returned  to  his  old 
life  on  the  farm  in  Somerset  County,  where 
he  was  married  October  3,  1868,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Engle,  a  native  of  that  county. 
The  following  February  he  came  with  his 
bride  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
for  about  six  years  lived  on  a  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  13,  Orange  Towmship,  owned  by  Jonas 
Miller.  In  1874  Mr.  Switzer  bought  the 
place  where  he  has  resided  since  1875.  His 
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farm  contains  eighty  acres  of  well-culti¬ 
vated  land,  the  place  showing  good  care 
and  systematic  farming.  In  politics  Mr. 
Switzer  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Baptist  church.  They  have 
had  seven  children  born  to  them,  six  of 
whom  are  living — Samuel,  Albert,  Hubert, 
Ira,  Hattie  and  Bertha.  Annie  died  aged 
thirteen  years  and  seven  months. 


jj£f  'g&t>  «-»g/>f^ 

"i^i  LAM  HILL  is  a  native  of  Gene- 
|  see  County,  New  York,  born  June 
1,  1817,  his  parents,  Moses  J.  and 
J||L  Betsy  (Winslow),  being  natives  of 
d  the  same  State.  After  leaving  New 
York  State  they  settled  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  thence  to  Ohio,  and  from  there  to 
Illinois.  They  subsequently  lived  in  Mich- 
igan,  going  from  that  State  to  Indiana, 
then  returned  to  Illinois  where  the  parents 
died,  the  father  in  1862  and  the  mother  in 
1859.  The  father  was  of  German  and  Irish 
descent,  the  mother  being  of  English  an¬ 
cestry.  Elam  Hill,  our  subject,  was  reared 
a  farmer  and  has  always  followed  that  avo¬ 
cation.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  160 
acres,  unimproved,  which  he  sold  shortly 
afterward  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
cultivated  land,  on  which  he  resided  twelve 
years.  He  then  bought  sixty-five  acres  in 
Ohio,  living  there  two  years,  when  he  sold 
his  land  and  moved  to  Illinois.  After  liv¬ 
ing  on  rented  land  in  Illinois  two  years  he 
came,  in  1853,  to  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa.  He  then  entered  200  acres 
of  uncultivated  land,  where  he  still  resides, 
which  by  hard  labor  and  good  manage¬ 
ment  he  has  brought  under  good  cultiva¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Hill  was  first  married  in  1836, 
to  Jane  A.  Dewey,  who  was  born  in  Pitts¬ 
field,  Massachusetts,  in  1815,  and  died  June 
4,  1856.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children — Sarah  E.,  wife  of  James  I.  Carr ; 
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Ja  mes  D.,  who  served  in  the  late  war,  now 
deceased,  and  Paulina  M.,  married  Allen 
Cobb,  of  Waterloo,  and  of  the  six  children 
born  to  them  five  are  living.  Mr.  Hill  was 
again  married  in  this  county  January  2, 
1858,  taking  for  his  second  wife  Marietta 
Williams,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Clarissa 
(Powers)  Williams.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union — Charlie  W.,  married 
Elizabeth  E.  Billings ;  Ada  C.,  wife  of 
Francis  M.  Billings,  and  Eddie  E.,  at  home. 
Both  of  Mrs.  Hill’s  parents  were  natives  of 
Vermont.  They  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1856.  Mr.  Williams  survived  till 
1871.  Mr.  Hill  started  out  in  life  with  a 
determination  to  succeed,  and  although  he 
began  with  no  means,  he  has  by  his  perse¬ 
vering  industry  and  strict  economy  ac¬ 
quired  a  competency  for  his  old  age. 


-off* 


'|rafDWARD  A.  SNYDER,  senior 
Agy  member  of  the  firm  of  Snyder  & 
MgpNl  Hurd,  publishers  of  the  Cedar 
jit  Falls  Gazette ,  is  a  son  of  Charles  and 
1  Permelia  Snyder,  and  was  born  in 

]  Columbia  County, Pennsylvania, Sep¬ 

tember  7,  1838.  He  lived  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  seventeen  years  old,  and  then 
studied  at  Dickinson  Seminary,  and  after¬ 
ward  at  Wyoming  Seminary.  In  1858  he 
came  to  Dixon,  Illinois,  where  he  attended 
Dixon  College,  and  also  taught  school.  In 
the  autumn  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving 
three  years,  most  of  the  time  being  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  in  the  Signal  Corps.  After 
the  war  he  engaged  in  surveying  and  real- 
estate  dealing.  He  went  to  Clinton,  Iowa, 
and  came  thence  to  Cedar  Falls  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  i866-’7.  Here  he  continued  his  busi¬ 
ness  of  surveying  and  dealing  in  real  estate. 
He  was  for  some  time  county  surveyor. 
In  1870  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
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Gazette.  He  was  married  September  24, 
1867,  to  Mary  A.  Cameron,  and  they  have 
been  the  parents  of  two  children — Ella, 
deceased,  and  Jessie,  now  twelve  years 
old.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  Republican  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Legion  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic. 


OHN  H.  MURPHY,  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Orange 
iv'n-sr  Township,  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  October  15, 
1815,  a  son  of  Thom:,s  and  Ruby 
(Hall)  Murphy,  the  father  a  native 
of  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  and 
the  mother  of  Somers,  Tolland  County, 
Connecticut.  Both  moved  with  their  par¬ 
ents  to  Chenango  County  early  in  life, 
and  were  married  in  that  county,  and  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  five  years  old 
his  parents  settled  on  a  heavily  timbered 
farm  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  John  H. 
was  reared  in  Geauga  County,  living  there 
till  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  September,  1855.  Our  subject’s  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  were  very  limited,  as  the 
schools  in  that  new  county  were  supported 
by  subscription,  and,  the  people  being  poor, 
they  were  not  maintained  with  regularity. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  put  to  work,  chop¬ 
ping,  logging  and  otherwise  helping  to 
clear  the  farm  of  its  dense  timber.  He  was 
the  second  of  a  family  of  five  children,  he 
being  the  only  one  to  come  West.  His  sis¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Clarinda  Utley  and  Mrs.  Flora 
Randall  died  in  Ohio;  his  brothers,  Willis- 
ton  and  Newton,  are  yet  living.  His  father 
died  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  in  1876, 
and  his  mother  is  now  living  in  Rock  Creek, 
that  county,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
five  years.  Mr.  Murphy  has  been  twice 
married,  taking  for  his  first  wife  Mary  Sla¬ 


ter,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Alice, 
now  the  wife  of  Preston  Groat,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Murphy  died 
when  their  daughter  Alice  was  an  infant, 
and  Mr.  Murphy  was  again  married  June  30, 
1851,  to  Elizabeth  Bushnell,  and  of  the  four 
children  born  to  this  union  three  are  living— 
John,  Minnie  and  Fred,  all  at  home.  Frank 
died  June  8,  1880,  aged  twenty-eight  years. 
A  grandchild,  Hally  Murphy,  son  of  Frank 
Murphy,  is  being  reared  by  our  subject. 
Mr.  Murphy  came  to  this  county  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1855,  and  for  a  few  months  resided 


at  Waterloo.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  the 


northwestern  part  of  the  township,  living 
there  till  he  settled  in  his  present  residence 
on  section  1,  where  he  owns  a  finely  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  400  acres  of  choice  land, 
located  on  sections  1  and  2.  Mr.  Murphy 
has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  through 
life,  and  is  now  making  a  specialty  of  stock- 
raising  in  which  he  is  very  successful.  In 
politics  Mr.  Murphy  is  an  ardent  Republi¬ 
can  and  Prohibitionist,  but  prior  to  the 
late  Rebellion  he  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket. 


YMAN  LEWIS,  section  22,  Bar¬ 
clay  Township,  postoffice,  Jesup, 
Buchanan  County,  was  born  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  November  18, 
1819,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Hull)  Lewis,  natives  of  New  York. 
His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
participating  in  several  hard-fought  battles, 
and  was  taken  prisonerand  lay  in  the  Hali¬ 
fax  Prison  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Lyman 
Lewis  was  reared  a  farmer,  an  occupation 
he  has  followed  till  the  past  few  years, 
when  he  gave  up  the  care  of  the  farm  to  his 
son  Charles  and  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  bee-culture,  having  a  fine  apiary  of  Ital¬ 
ian  bees.  He  came  to  Black  Hawk  County 
in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  settled  in 
Barclay  Township,  at  that  time  a  sparsely 
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settled  country,  the  principal  trading 
points  being  Waterloo  and  Independ¬ 
ence.  Wheat  could  hardly  be  sold  at 
28  cents  a  bushel,  and  feed  for  stock 
was  so  scarce  that  when  he  did  procure 
some  his  horses  were  so  poor  that  they 
were  not  able  to  draw  it  to  mill,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  walk  and  carry  it  to  Gil- 
bertville,  in  Poyner  Township.  He  has 
seen  the  time  that  it  took  his  last  25 
cents  to  buy  meal  for  food  for  his 
family.  This  is  but  one  of  the  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations  he  with  other  of  the 
pioneers  was  forced  to  undergo,  but  their 
perseverance  has  changed  the  wilderness 
to  a  prosperous  and  populous  township  of 
fine  farms  and  pleasant  villages.  Mr.  Lewis 
has  assisted  materially  in  promoting  this 
change,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  every  enterprise  worthy  his  sup¬ 
port.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  his 
township  four  terms.  He  was  married 
February  20,  1843,  to  Drusilla,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Flora  Brown.  They  have  had 
eight  children — Rachel,  born  December  10, 
1844,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Patton,  of  Bar¬ 
clay  Township;  Calista,  born  in  1846,  died 
in  December,  1847;  Charles,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1847;  Melissa,  born  May  12,  1849,  is 
the  wife  of  William  H.  Bole,  of  Pawnee 
County,  Nebraska;  Sarah,  born  March  22, 
1850,  died  in  1851  ;  Royal  Alvin,  born  Au 
gust  22,  1853,  died  January  25,  1856; 
Marion,  born  in  1861,  died  in  September, 
1863;  Harriet  E.,  born  January  18,  1863, 
died  January  31,  1866;  Elizabeth,  born  De¬ 
cember  28,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Mc- 
Kiblin,  of  Barclay  Township.  Charles  was 
married  October  3,  1872,  to  Hanorah  J.  Mil¬ 
ler,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  November  22, 
1853.  They  have  four  children — Ada,  Me¬ 
lissa  E.,  Oscar  and  Carl.  He  lives  on  the 
homestead  with  his  father,  having  charge 
of  the  farm,  and  also  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  the  dairy  business.  He  is  an 
enterprising,  energetic  young  man,  and  one 


of  Barclay  Township’s  most  respected  citi¬ 
zens.  Two  of  his  brothers,  Wilbert  Luther 
and  Charles,  lost  their  lives  in  the  defense 
of  their  country,  during  the  war  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion.  They  were  members  of  Company 
E,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry.  The 
former  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  the  latter  starved  to  death  in 
Tiles  Prison,  Texas.  His  mother  is  living 
in  Butler  County,  Iowa,  and  although 
eighty-five  years  old  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health. 


ILLIAM  A.  BRAN1GER  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Milners- 
ville,  Guernsey  County,  Septem¬ 
ber  1 6,  1851.  His  parents,  Fran¬ 
cis  and  Jane  Braniger,  are  natives 
of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylva- 
and  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  respec¬ 
tively,  but  since  their  marriage  have  resided 
in  Guernsey  County.  The  father  is  a  har¬ 
ness-maker  by  trade  and  has  followed  that 
avocation  about  thirty-five  years.  William 
A.  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children 
now  living  whose  names  are  as  follows — 
Mrs.  Mollie  Severns  and  Jacob  F.,  of 
Guernsey  County  ;  William  A.,  our  subject; 
Rollin  S.  and  Clayton,  living  in  Missouri, 
and  Alice  and  Emma,  at  home  with  their 
parents.  William  A.  Braniger  attended  the 
village  school  of  Milnersville  till  twelve 
years  of  age  when,  his  father  being  engaged 
in  general  merchandising,  he  was  taken  in¬ 
to  his  store  as  an  assistant,  and  when  twen¬ 
ty-one  years  of  age  he  became  a  partner, 
receiving  one-third  of  the  profits.  This 
partnership  continued  five  years,  when  fail¬ 
ing  health  necessitated  a  change  of  climate 
and  occupation.  His  father  had  bought 
the  homestead  of  his  brother,  William  Bran¬ 
iger,  on  section  17,  Orange  Township,  this 
county,  and  here  our  subject  came  in  1877. 
In  1878  he  returned  to  Ohio  where  he  was 
married  February  6,  of  that  year,  to  Miss 
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Alice  I.  Kimball.  She  was  born  in  Milners- 
ville,  Ohio,  November  27,  1855,  a  daughter 
of  Hoffman  and  Catherine  Kimball,  her 
parents  being  now  residents  of  Cambridge, 
Guernsey  County.  Two  lovely  children, 
Frank  C.  and  Rhea  H.,  have  blessed  this 
union.  In  March,  1878,  Mr.  Braniger  re¬ 
turned  with  his  bride  to  his  present  home 
on  section  17.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest 
farms  in  the  countv,  his  uncle,  William 
Braniger,  who  now  makes  his  home  with 
him,  having  settled  herein  1856.  Our  sub¬ 
ject,  although  he  had  no  experience  in  farm 
work  before  coming  to  this  county,  has  be- 
come  one  of  the  most  successful  young  far 
mers  in  the  township,  and  one  of  its  most 
active  and  energetic  citizens.  Mrs.  Brani¬ 
ger  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

^fSf'ETER  S.  ROBINSON,  contractor 

5  IP1  \n\  ><o 

and  builder,  residence  Cedar 
Falls,  is  a  native  of  London,  Eng- 
CjA3  land.  When  he  was  about  five  years 
J)jt  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents, 
Michael  and  Mary  Robinson,  to  America, 
and  for  three  years  lived  in  New  York  City. 
He  then  went  with  his  parents  to  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  and  five  years  later  removed 
with  them  to  Fayette  County,  Indiana.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  began  learning 
the  carpenter  and  joiner’s  trade,  and  at 
times  also  worked  on  a  farm.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Indiana  to  Sarah  J.  Young,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  children — William  A., 
James  E.,  John  H.,  Lewis  O.,  and  Walter 
W.,  of  whom  Walter  is  deceased.  After 
his  marriage  Mr  Robinson  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  almost 
fifteen  years,  and  for  several  years  acted  as 
foreman  for  William  Schofield,  a  promi¬ 
nent  builder  of  that  city,  and  for  a  time 
was  engaged  in  business  for  himself  while 
a  resident  of  Cleveland.  Since  coming  to 
Cedar  Falls  in  1863  he  has  ranked  among 


the  foremost  builders,  many  of  the  build¬ 
ings  of  this  city  and  in  the  surrounding 
country  having  been  erected  under  his  su¬ 
pervision.  He  is  at  present  superintend¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  the  Southwestern 
Insane  Hospital  at  Clarinda,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  a  member^  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  respected 
throughout  the  township. 


HOMAS  PASHBY,  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  East  Water¬ 
loo  Township,  is  a  native  of  York¬ 
shire,  England,  born  in  June,  1836. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  im¬ 
migrated  with  his  parents,  Robert 
and  Mary  (Harland)  Pashby,  to  America, 
landing  at  Quebec.  They  then  went  to 
Buffalo,  New  York,  thence  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  the  parents  subsequently  locat¬ 
ing  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  where 
they  remained  till  their  death.  They  had 
a  family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Thomas  lived  at  home  till  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  in  his  youth  received  a 
common-school  education.  In  1857  he  went 
to  California  and  engaged  in  mining,  re¬ 
turning  the  following  year  to  St.  Joseph 
County.  He  was  married  in  November, 
1862,  to  Jane  Forsyth,  a  native  of  Canada, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Alex  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Forsyth,  of  St.  Joseph  County.  In 
the  fall  of  1864  Mr.  Pashby  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Mount 
Vernon  Township,  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  till  April,  1881. 
He  then  sold  his  farm  in  Mount  Vernon 
Township  and  bought  his  present  farm  oi 
1 50  acres  on  section  1,  East  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  which  is  known  as  the  old  Clock  farm. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  built  his  present 
fine  residence,  besides  making  other  sub- 
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stantial  improvements,  and  what  he  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  has  been  done  by  his  own  untir¬ 
ing  efforts,  he  having  commenced  life  for 
himself  without  means. 
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T.  WEBSTER,  section  4,  Mt. 
Vernon  Township,  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  August, 
1854,  from  Bremer  County,  where 
he  had  located  the  May  before.  Ele 
settled  in  Mt.  Vernon  Township, 
but  a  year  later  moved  to  Janesville  and 
lived  there  three  years,  one  year  running 
a  hotel  and  two  years  a  steam  saw-mill.  He 
then  returned  to  his  farm,  although  for 
about  eight  years  he  continued  milling. 
Three  years  of  this  time  his  mill  was  lo¬ 
cated  at  Janesville,  and  he  then  moved  it 
to  the  Big  Woods,  where  he  ran  it  five 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  has  since  given 
his  whole  attention  to  farming.  His  farm 
of  156  acres  he  bought  second-handed  on 
coming  to  the  county,  when  by  going  two 
miles  he  could  have  got  Government  land, 
but  he  thought  he  could  not  get  far  away 
from  the  timber.  At  that  time  his  land  was 
wholly  unimproved,  and  there  were  no 
roads  save  a  path  from  one  cabin  to  another. 
He  built  a  log  cabin  in  which  he  lived  the 
first  year,  before  moving  to  Janesville,  and 
when  he  returned  to  his  farm  moved  his 
house  from  Janesville  with  oxen.  In  this 
house,  which  was  16x24  feet  in  size,  he 
lived  till  1883,  when  he  built  his  fine,  large 
new  house,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  and 
most  commodious  houses  in  the  township. 
He  has  brought  his  land  under  good  culti 
vation  and  has  erected  good  buildings.  Mr. 
Webster  was  born  in  Mentor  Township, 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  January  15,  1826,  but 
was  reared  in  Kirtland  Township.  He  was 
a  son  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Moore) 
Webster,  who  moved  to  California  and 
there  died.  His  father  was  a  physician, 


practicing  about  fifty  years,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  about  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Webster  was  married  April  26, 
1846,  to  Mary  E.  Petersen,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  (Warren)  Petersen.  She 
died  August  8,  1856,  in  Janesville,  Iowa, 
leaving  two  children — Marion  E.  and  Alice 
Josephine.  Marion  is  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Holmes,  a  dentist  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
and  Alice  is  the  wife  of  James  Pearl,  of 
Janesville.  August  27,  1857,  Mr.  Webster 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Allen,  widow  of 
Royal  Allen,  and  daughter  of  Irving  and 
Harriet  (Nichols)  Farnsworth.  Mrs.  Web¬ 
ster  was  born  in  Burlington  Township, 
Bradford  County,  Pennsylvania,  Septem¬ 
ber  29,  1832,  and  was  reared  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  whither  her  parents  had 
moved  when  she  was  five  years  of  age.  She 
was  first  married  in  Liverpool,  Medina 
County,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Hunt¬ 
ington  Township,  Lorain  County,  where 
her  husband  died  February  14,  1855.  She 
has  one  daughter  by  her  first  marriage, 
Myra  Louisa,  now  the  wife  of  John  Thurs¬ 
ton,  of  Kossuth  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Webster  have  one  daughter — Kate 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  September  14, 
1858,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Waverly, 
Iowa.  In  politics  Mr.  Webster  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  has  served  several  years  as  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors,  serving  when  each  township  had  one 
supervisor  and  also  when  the  county  was 
represented  by  three.  In  religious  faith  he 
and  his  wife  are  Spiritualists. 
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ILLIAM  BRANIGER,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  County 
and  in  early  years  one  of  its  act¬ 
ive  farmers,  is  a  native  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  born  April  27,  1808. 
When  he  was  quite  young  his  parents, 


&A^l 

I &A^I 

~A^A 

r*4 

&A 

i^A^A 

ii^i Wk 

^*1 

%Wa^a 

vv 

1^11^1 

$$ 

^A)Wj 

36$ 

$$ 

^a^a 


394 


I  US  TO  R7'  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY . 
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Frederick  and  Susan  Braniger,  settled  in 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  and  there  most  of 
his  youth  was  spent,  and  in  early  life  he 
helped  his  father  clear  a  heavily  timbered 
farm  of  eighty  acres.  lie  was  employed 
in  the  iron  works  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and 
Kentucky,  following  this  avocation  for 
nineteen  years.  March  15,  1838,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dearmite,  who 
was  born  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  December  28,  1813.  Six  children 
were  born  to  this  union — Theodore,  died  in 
his  twenty-eighth  year;  Henry,  died  in  his 
thirtieth  year ;  James,  died  in  his  twenty- 
second  year  ;  Arabella  is  the  wife  of  George 
K.  Smith,  of  Freeport,  Illinois;  Demaris 
married  B.  Clark  and  died  in  her  thirtieth 
year.  Mr.  Braniger  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  settled  on  sec¬ 
tion  1 7,  of  Orange  Township,  on  the  place 
where  he  still  resides.  The  wife  who  pass¬ 
ed  through  the  trials  and  hardships  of  a 
pioneer  life  with  him,  helping  to  build  up 
their  good  home,  died  February  24,  1881, 
since  which  Mr.  Braniger  has  been  cared 
for  by  his  nephew,  William  A.  Braniger. 
Mr.  Braniger  has  suffered  almost  total  loss 
of  sight,  but  is  still  enjoying  fair  health. 
He  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 
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EORGE  RAMBACH,  of  the  firm 
of  Rambach  &  Hartmann,  nur- 
Slp^  serymen,  of  Cedar  Falls,  was  born 
If  in  Alsace,  Germany  (formerly  part 
of  France),  May  19,  1827.  His  par¬ 
ents,  George  and  Dorothea  Ram¬ 
bach,  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  only  six  are  now  living — George, 
Michael,  Philip,  Barbara,  Dorothea  and 
Louisa.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  country,  and  when  a  young  man 


learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  many  years.  In  1851  he  came  to 
America,  and  for  almost  six  years  worked 
at  his  trade  with  the  late  G.  H.  Boehmler, 
at  Lyons,  New  York.  He  came  to  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1857,  his  former 
employer,  G.  H.  Boehmler,  following  him 
the  next  fall.  He  subsequently  worked  at 
his  trade  with  Mr.  Boehmler  at  Cedar  Falls 
for  many  years,  but  for  the  past  several 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business,  in  which  enterprise  he  is  meeting 
with  success.  Mr.  Rambach  married  Bar¬ 
bara  Boehmler,  a  daughter  of  G.  H.  Boehm¬ 
ler,  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one 
daughter,  named  Emma.  In  politics  Mr. 
Rambach  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Since  coming  to  this  county,  our 
subject  has  made  many  friends,  and  as  a 
citizen  is  much  respected. 

J.  HERSHISER,  steward  of  the 
County  Poor  Farm,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  September  30, 
1832,  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
(Dull)  Hershiser,  both  of  whom  are 
of  German  ancestry.  They  are  still 
living  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  and  the  mother  aged  eighty.  They 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  second  child.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  till  his  seventeenth  year, 
when  he  began  to  learn  the  wagon-maker’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  till  1878.  He  was 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  in 
Pennsylvania,  to  Sarah  Lint,  a  native  of 
that  State,  where  she  was  born  July  13, 
1833.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and  Susannah 
(Klingaman)  Lint,  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  descent. 
Both  are  deceased,  the  former  aged  ninety^ 
and  the  latter  aged  forty -four  years.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hershiser  have  been  born 
ten  children — Anna,  deceased  ;  Edwin,  liv- 
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ing  in  O’Neill  City,  Nebraska;  John,  in 
Waterloo;  Sarah  E.,  deceased;  Elias  J., 
and  Jacob  L., residents  of  Nebraska;  Lydia 
C.,  deceased;  Levi  J.,  Rosa,  and  Ida  B. 
The  eldest  son,  Edwin,  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  sheriff  of  Holt  County,  Ne¬ 
braska.  He  cnarried  Addie  Perkins,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Mary,  Rosa  and  Edna.  Anna  married 
George  Beal,  and  is  now  deceased.  They 
had  three  children,  of  whom  Edward  is  the 
only  one  living.  John  married  Addie  Bas- 
com,  and  has  one  daughter — Jessie.  Mr. 
Hershiser  has  given  all  of  his  children  a 
liberal  education,  and  all  are  following  the 
footsteps  of  their  father,  and  are  classed 
among  the  best  citizens  wherever  they  re¬ 
side.  Mr.  Hershiser  enlisted  in  the  late 
war  in  1 86 1 ,  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  serving 
over  three  years.  He  was  discharged 
from  the  hospital  in  Maryland  on  account 
of  disability,  and  is  now  receiving  a  pen¬ 
sion  from  the  Government.  In  politics, 
although  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  he  usually  votes  for  the  man  whom 
he  thinks  best  qualified  for  the  office. 


ACOB  COLE,  deceased,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he 
was  born  April  12,  1814.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  State,  and  in  his  youth  re¬ 
ceived  a  limited  education.  He  was 
married  September  5,  1838,  to  Miss  Cather¬ 
ine  Swayze,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  April 
6,  1821,  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Ruth 
Swayze.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
two  children — John  L.,  and  Martha,  who 
is  married  to  Dr.  Charles  Henry,  of  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Illinois.  In  1863  Mr.  Cole  left 
New  Jersey,  locating  with  his  family  at 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 


but  six  months,  coming  from  there  to  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  during  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  where  he  resided  till  his  death,  No¬ 
vember,  20,  1882.  He  was  a  kind  husband 
and  indulgent  father,  and  as  a  citizen  was 
highly  respected.  His  widow  is  still  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  of  240  acres,  located  in 
Cedar  Falls  Township.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
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RANCIS  BURGOON,  residing 
on  section  7,  Orange  Township, 
was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  October  2,  1824.  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Ann  Maria  Burgoon, 
were  both  natives  of  Maryland,  but 
were  married  in  Morgan  County.  They 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  locating 
in  Clinton  County,  that  State,  as  early  as 
1840.  The  father  with  all  his  family  except 
our  subject  moved  to  Texas  in  1853,  and 
there  the  father  died  in  1877.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  residing  with  her  son  George 
at  Carthage,  Missouri.  Their  two  sons, 
Amos  and  Henry,  and  their  four  married 
daughters,  Maria,  Elizabeth,  Margaret  and 
Caroline,  reside  in  Texas,  and  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Julia  Ann  Sanborn,  lives  in  Blue 
Earth  County,  Minnesota.  Francis  Bur¬ 
goon  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  has  made 
farming  the  avocation  of  his  life.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Iowa  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  and  his  attachment  for  the  Hawk- 
eye  State  is  so  strong  that  he  intends  to 
spend  the  rest  of  his  life  here.  After  reaching 
manhood  he  left  his  parent’s  home  in  Clin¬ 
ton  County,  going  to  Dubuque  County, 
and  while  a  resident  of  that  county  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Flavia  A.  Barnett,  his  mar¬ 
riage  taking  place  in  Clayton  County.  Mrs. 
Burgoon  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  where  she  was 
born  December  4,  1823.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgoon — 
Charles,  of  Lincoln  Township;  Melvina, 
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wife  of  Henry  II.  Glenney;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Henry  R.  Gochnour;  Annie,  wife  of  Jacob 
G.  Bickley;  John,  with  his  parents,  and 
Philetus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years.  Mr.  Burgoon  followed  farming  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  Dubuque  County  till  1865, 
when  he  sold  his  property  there  and  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  locating  on  his 
present  farm,  where  he  owns  170  acres  of 
choice  land.  In  politics  Mr.  Burgoon  casts 
his  suffrage  with  the  Republican  party. 


«vvw 


fSAAC  M.  REED  was  born  near 
Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  No¬ 
vember  1,  1819,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Esther  (Lusk)  Reed,  both  of 
whom  are  of  Scotch  origin.  His 


paternal  ancestors  can  be  traced  as  far 
back  as  about  the  year  1650.  His  grand¬ 
father,  William  Reed,  settled  with  his  family 
in  what  is  now  Clinton  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  the  family  escaped  the  horrors  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley  Indian  massacre  only 
through  the  friendliness  of  an  Indian  neigh¬ 
bor  named  Joab  Jelloway,  who  managed  to 
inform  them  of  the  intended  massacre  in 
time  to  effect  an  escape.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  only  four  are  now  living — David  L., 
Esther  L.,  Thomas  C.  and  Isaac  M.  Isaac 
M.  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his  education  be- 
ins:  such  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict  schools  of  that  early  day.  On  attaining 
his  twenty-first  year  he  went  to  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land,  and  made  his  home  in  that 
county  about  seventeen  years.  He  was 
married  while  living  in  Wyandot  County 
to  Elizabeth  Bare.  They  have  three  chil¬ 
dren —  Esther  L.,  Samuel  B.  and  Kate. 
Samuel  B.  is  a  graduate  of  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  of  Iowa 
City,  now  living  in  Custer  County,  Ne¬ 


braska.  Mr.  Reed  left  Ohio  in  1857,  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  he  and  his  brother, Thomas  C., 
purchasing  180  acres  in  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  he  subsequently  buying  his  brother’s 
interest  in  the  land.  Mr.  Reed  spent  about 
two  years,  from  1849  till  185 j,  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  gold  mines,  when  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ohio.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Falls  Township  for  many  years,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Old  Settlers  Society  of 
Black  Hawk  County.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  of  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he 
ranks  among  the  best  farmers  and  citizens. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  is  an  active  worker  for  his  party. 


OHN  MOORE,  one  of  the  old  and 
respected  settlers  of  Cedar  Falls, 
is  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born 
October  22,  1827.  When  he  was  but 
three  years  of  age  he  was  taken  by 
his  parents,  Samuel  and  Nancy  Moore, 
to  Hamilton  County,  Indiana,  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  subsequently  went 
with  his  father’s  family  to  Lee  County, 
Illinois,  remaining  there  but  a  short  time, 
and  in  1857  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa, 
where  both  parents  lived  till  their  death. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  at 
chair-making  and  in  other  mechanical  pur¬ 
suits  Mr.  Moore  has  followed  farming 
through  life,  and  is  at  present  residing  on 
his  farm  near  Cedar  Falls.  May  3,  1849, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Cash,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
Cash,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  them,  one  daughter  and 
four  sons  still  survive — Nancy  E.,  Andrew 
J.,  William  R.,  Wallace  and  Arthur.  Mr. 
Moore  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  as  a  private  in 
the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  in  Januarjq  1864, 
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and  during-  his  service  of  twenty  months 
he  participated  in  many  important  engage¬ 
ments.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


^EV.  DAVID  S.  MORGAN,  de¬ 
ceased,  was  born  in  Johnson, 
Vermont,  January  24,  1835,  the 
second  son  of  a  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  three  boys  and  two  girls. 
When  twelve  years  ol  age  he  was 
bereft  of  the  care  of  a  mother,  but  her  early 
training  and  counsels  were  not  forgotten, 
and  in  his  youth  he  decided  to  devote  his 
life  to  the  ministry.  His  father,  David 
Morgan,  was  a  righteous,  godly  man, 
earnestly  devoted  to  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  children.  The  noble  traits  of  char¬ 
acter  and  many  virtues  of  the  father  were 
transmitted  to  the  son,  and  at  a  tender  age 
bore  fruits  which  ripened  into  a  useful  life, 
devoted  to  the  Master.  His  parents  being 
in  moderate  circumstances,  it  became 
necessary  for  David  to  depend  on  his  own 
exertions  for  an  education.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  and  then  entered  the 
academy  of  his  native  town.  When  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  his  father  sold  his 
farm  in  Vermont,  and  bought  one  near  An¬ 
dover,  Massachusetts,  and  he  at  once 
entered  Phillips  Academy,  and  after  tak¬ 
ing  a  regular  course  entered  Amherst 
College.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he 
taught  in  the  common  schools  of  New 
England,  and  acted  as  colporteur  for  the 
American  Bible  Society,  thus  obtaining  the 
money  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  studies. 
After  attending  Amherst  two  years  he 
went  to  Union  College,  at  Schenectady, 
New  York,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
i860.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  entered 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York 
City,  remaining  there  until  1862,  when  he 
returned  to  Massachusetts  and  soon  after  en- 

39 


listed  in  the  First  Battalion,  Massachusetts 
Heav}r  Artillery,  and  was  stationed  at 
Maryland  Heights.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  was  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court- 
House,  where  General  Grant  sent  the  now 
famous  dispatch,  “  I  propose  to  fight  it  out 
on  this  line  if  it  takes  all  summer.”  While 
in  the  army  he  was  wounded  in  the  shoul¬ 
der,  incapacitating  him  for  a  time  for  active 
duty,  and  it  is  to  this  wound,  which 
effected  his  lung,  that  may  be  traced  the 
origin  of  the  disease  which  caused  his 
death.  This  injury,  however,  did  not  per¬ 
manently  separate  him  from  his  company. 
He  continued  in  the  service  for  some  time 
after,  and  was  finally  discharged  July  23, 
1864.  Having  acquired  some  knowledge 
of  medicine  while  in  college,  he  acted 
as  Hospital  Steward  at  Maryland  Heights, 
and  while  there  one  of  his  company,  Will 
iam  H.  Ward  well,  was  run  over  by  a  gun 
carriage  and  almost  instantly  killed.  It 
became  his  painful  duty  to  announce  this 
sad  news  to  the  family,  and  thus  opened  a 
correspondence  with  Miss  Charlotte  B., 
eldest  daughter  of  Henry  and  Angeline 
Wardwell,  which  ended  in  their  marriage 
May  24,  1867.  He  had  before  this  com¬ 
pleted  his  theological  studies  at  “  Union,” 
and  in  April,  18 66,  had  been  licensed 
to  preach  by  the  Third  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  New  York  City.  In  June,  1867, 
he  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Worthington, 
Massachusetts.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  came 
West  and  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  at  Montello,  Wisconsin, 
and  also  of  the  church  at  Buffalo,  at  the 
same  time  supplying  two  out  stations.  In 
1872  he  was  advised,  on  account  of  his 
health,  to  change  his  location,  and  in  Octo¬ 
ber  located  in  La  Porte  City,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  elected  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  although  never  regularly  installed. 
He  remained  pastor-elect  until  March  2, 
1875,  when  a  severe  hemorrhage  of  the 
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lungs  incapacitated  him  for  active  work. 
From  this  time  he  was  unable  to  perform 
the  labors  of  a  pastor,  preaching  subse¬ 
quently  only  on  rare  occasions.  Although 
not  anticipating  complete  recovery  he  in¬ 
dulged  in  the  hope  that  he  might  again  be 
able  to  preach  and  assume  the  duties  of  the 
ministry.  In  December,  1878,  he  became 
more  seriously  ill,  and  on  January  10,  1879, 
his  spirit  took  its  flight  from  its  earthly 
tenement  to  its  mansion  above.  His  final 
illness  was  marked  by  great  suffering, 
which  continued  until  a  short  time  before 
his  death,  when  he  became  free  from  pain, 
and  quietly  fell  asleep.  He  bore  his  afflic¬ 
tions  with  that  fortitude  and  patience  char¬ 
acteristic  of  a  true  Christian.  The  last  half 
day  of  his  life  he  was  almost  unconscious, 
but  consciousness  returned  before  his 
death,  and  he  uttered  words  of  trust  in 
Christ,  and  a  longing  for  the  rest,  and 
home  prepared  for  him.  He  left  a  wife 
and  four  children — Henry  H.,  Alice  C., 
Ellen  L.  and  David  W. — to  mourn  the  loss 
of  a  kind  husband  and  father.  Thus  passed 
to  the  better  life  a  noble  man,  whose  record 
as  a  Christian  minister  and  honored  citizen 
is  a  lasting  inheritance  to  his  children. 
The  wife  with  her  family  are  residents  of 
La  Porte  City,  where  they  have  many 
friends,  who  in  their  hour  of  need  and  trial 
gave  them  the  assistance  which  comes  only 
from  sympathising  hearts  and  true  Chris¬ 
tian  friendship. 

-J - - E- 


LWOOD  SAUL,  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Cedar  Falls  Township,  was 
"sjiSi  born  June  15,  1854,  in  Black  Hawk 
j<  County,  Iowa,  a  son  of  David  and 

:  Margaret  Ann  Saul,  who  came  from 

Ohio  in  an  early  day,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Union  Township.  Of  three  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  his  parents  our  subiect  is  the 
only  one  living.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 


and  has  always  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  his  education  being  received  at  the 
district  schools.  December  23,  1875,  Mr. 
Saul  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mag¬ 
gie  Gibson,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Lillie 
Gibson,  of  Grundy  County,  Iowa.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children 
— Harry,  born  November  12,  1876;  Flor¬ 
ence,  born  November  27,  1878  ;  Nettie,  born 
March  4,  1881,  and  David,  born  February 
5,  1883.  Mr.  Saul  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  the  year  1880,  which  is  located 
west  of  Cedar  Falls.  He  is  a  much-re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  his  township,  and  is 
meeting  with  success  in  his  agricultural 
pursuits,  being  classed  among  our  best 
citizens.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


HOMAS  A  UNGER,  son  of  '$$, 
Thomas  and  Mary  Aunger,  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  England,  De¬ 
cember  12,  1835.  He  remained  in 
his  native  country  till  attaining  his 
majority,  and  in  his  youth  attended 
the  common  schools.  He  immigrated  to 
Canada  in  the  spring  of  1856,  making  his 
home  at  Bowmanville,  Ontario,  for  a  short 
time.  April  14,  1858,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Fanny  Smale,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Lovedy  Smale,  who  were  natives  of  ^ 
England.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  daughter — Mary  E.,  who  was 
born  October  25,  1862.  In  1858  Mr.  Aun- 
ger  removed  to  Waukesha  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  remaining  there  three  years,  when, 
in  1861,  he  went  to  California,  Avhere  he 
spent  almost  seven  years,  and  during  this 
time  he  was  engaged  in  mining,  teaming 
or  farming.  After  leaving  California  he 
returned  to  Waukesha  County,  coming  by  ^ 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  locating 
there  but  a  short  time.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  api 
when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 

W 


S3 

am 

'A'W 


m 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


vv 
vv 

W»ikT< 

vv 

kTi  k»i 

vv 
Vtt 
SA’A 

’4"*' 

kTikTi 

VV 

«T> 

vv 

VV 

vv 

«Ti 

vv 

kT< 

vv 

I ^A^A 

a  a 

4"4' 

»Ti 

vv 

V’f 

v”iiTi 

4V4' 

wv 

4'4' 

i,”i  >Ti 

vv 

«Tiv”i 

vv 

a  a 

A  A 
A  A 

v”>iT< 

4'4' 

vv 

k~i  v~^ 

v” 

VV 

kT<  4T4 

Wv4 

?.,r  . 

kT( 

vv 

^AVj| 

w 

iTlv^i 

r4vV 

Vv 

C^kTi 

55 

55 
55 

55 
55 
55 

55 
55 
♦::♦ 
w 

55 
55 
55 

vv 

55 
55 
55 

V^N^l 

'♦'V 
vv 

vv 

kTi 

55 
55 

55 
55 

i^k^i 

a  a 

A  A 

55 

kT<”i 

a  a 

r4"V 

vTivTi 

»v 

k^ikTi 

vv 

w 

V:'« 

55 
55 
55 
55 

Vv 
w 

>TikT< 

V  ro  'a1  fAV. 


Cedar  Falls  Township.  Mr.  Aunger  com¬ 
menced  life  for  himself  on  limited  means, 
but  has  always  been  an  industrious  and 
hard-working  man,  and  by  his  own  efforts 
has  acquired  his  fine  farm,  which  contains 
125  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  the  log  cabin 
in  which  he  first  settled  here  has  given 
place  to  a  more  pretentious  and  commo¬ 
dious  residence.  Mr.  Aunger  has  served 
many  years  as  school  director.  In  politics 
he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Republican 
party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
both  are  highly  respected  citizens  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township. 
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REDERICK  MIXDORF,  farmer 
1^  and  stock-raiser,  section  5,  East 
Waterloo  Township,  was  born  in 
jjvjr  a  small  village  in  Germany,  called 
Vahnerow,  September  11,  1829. 

When  he  was  a  year  old  his  parents 
removed  to  another  village  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated  till  fourteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  began  to  learn  the  tailor’s 
trade,  but  not  caring  for  it,  he  commenced 
working  on  a  farm.  In  1857  he  took  pas¬ 
sage  in  a  steamer  from  Hamburg,  and 
sailed  for  America,  landing  at  Quebec, 
thence  to  Chicago,  and  from  there  went  to 
Milwaukee,  from  which  place  he  went  about 
twenty-five  miles  into  the  country  where  he 
began  working  on  a  farm,  being  employed 
two  and  a  half  years  by  the  same  man. 
During  this  time  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Hafamann,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren — August,  Frank,  William  R.,  John 
(deceased),  Charles  L.  and  Mary  C.  After 
leaving  the  farm  near  Milwaukee  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  on 
rented  land,  and  in  the  fall  of  1864  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Marshall  County, 
Iowa.  A  year  later  he  came  to  Black 


Hawk  County  and  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  resided.  His  land  which 
was  raw  prairie  he  has  converted  into  a 
well-improved  farm  which  contains  145 
acres.  He  first  engaged  in  raising  wheat, 
but  later  commenced  raising  hogs  and  cat¬ 
tle.  He  has  been  rather  unfortunate  in  his 
hogs,  losing  some  years  as  many  as  a  hun¬ 
dred.  Mr.  Mixdorf  has  served  very  ac¬ 
ceptably  as  road  supervisor  for  three  years. 


^AMES  T.  GRAHAM,  deceased, 
&  was  born  in  Tompkins  County, 
p^New  York,  March  17,  1821,  a  son 
of  James  Graham,  of  Scotch  descent. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  shoe¬ 
maker’s  trade  which  he  followed  till 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  when  he 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
Barclay  Township.  He  immediately  set¬ 
tled  on  this  land,  which  he  cultivated,  and 
added  to  it  by  subsequent  purchases,  till  at 
his  death,  which  occurred  October  19,  1885, 
he  owned  400  acres  in  one  body,  beside 
property  in  other  counties.  He  was  an  in¬ 
dustrious  and  hard-working  man,  and  these 
qualities  coupled  with  his  good  manage¬ 
ment  caused  his  success  in  life,  he  having 
commenced  life  with  no  capital  but  a  stout 
heart  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  He 
was  married  in  1859  to  Marcia  Hatch,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont,  September  12,  1836, 
a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Lucy  (Piper) 
Hatch.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children — Ella,  now  wife  of  William  Walk¬ 
er,  of  Barclay  Township  ;  Ada,  living  with 
her  mother  and  attending  school,  and  Car¬ 
rie  L.,  deceased.  Mr.  Graham  was  drafted 
into  the  late  war  but  did  not  serve,  having 
paid  $900  for  a  substitute.  Mr.  Graham 
lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  in  Black  Hawk  County,  leaving 
at  his  death  a  host  of  friends.  He  donated 
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the  ground  in  the  township  where  lie  is 
buried.  1  le  served  as  supervisor,  trus¬ 
tee  and  treasurer,  and  held  other  minor 
offices  of  his  township,  always  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  his  constituents.  I  Ie  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Jesup  in 
i860  and  lived  a  consistent  and  worthy 
Christian  during  life.  He  gave  liberally  to 
the  support  of  the  gospel  and  benevolent 
objects.  His  life  closed  after  months  of  in¬ 
tense  suffering,  which  he  bore  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  God. 


3000£ 


£AMES  WEEKS,  son  of  William 
and  Marian  (Paige)  Weeks,  is  a 
native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
where  he  was  born  December  20, 
1815.  His  parents  were  both  natives 
of  England,  being  descendants  of  the 
oldest  families  in  Devonshire.  The  father 
died  at  St.  Thomas,  Canada.  Mr.  Weeks, 
our  subject,  followed  farming  in  his  native 
country  till  1 860  when  he  came  to  America, 
in  March  of  that  year.  He  lived  on  a 
rented  farm  for  three  years  after  coming  to 
this  country,  after  which  he  followed  the 
butcher’s  trade,  and  dealt  in  cattle  for  five 
years.  In  1868  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  which  he  made  into  a 
cultivated  farm  on  which  he  resided  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  in  connection  with  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  his  land  he  also  followed  auc¬ 
tioneering  with  good  success  for  a  number 
of  years.  Mr.  Weeks  was  married  in  Dev¬ 
onshire,  England,  September  29,  1840,  to 
Charity  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  England, 
March  29,  1819,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Elizabeth  Palmer,  who  remained  in  their 
native  country,  England,  till  their  death. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  chil¬ 
dren — Elizabeth  M.,  Mary  A.,  James,  Char¬ 
ity,  Miriam  E.  and  John  C.  Elizabeth 
married  Henry  Spedding,  of  Burford,  On¬ 
tario,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 


children — Della  Iona  and  Alfred.  Mary 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Berry,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  and  has  two  children — Ethen 
E.  and  Mary  A.  James  has  been  twice 
married.  By  his  marriage  with  Amelia 
Wiley  he  has  five  children — James  S., 
Ernest,  John,  Maude  A.  and  Henry.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Mary  Wiley, 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  child.  Charity  S. 
married-  Ezekiel  Hicks,  ol  Devonshire, Eng¬ 
land,  and  has  three  children — Mary  E., 
Thadies  and  Stephen.  Miriam  E.  married 
Henry  Dorman  and  has  one  child — Gracie 
E.  Mr.  Weeks  is  now  devoting  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  agricultural  pursuits  his  present 
farm  being  on  section  36,  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship. 
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ILLIAM  J.  EMERY,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  36,  Barclay 
Township,  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  February  14, 
1841,  a  son  of  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Thomas)  Emery,  natives  of  New 
York,  of  Scotch  descent.  His  father  was 
a  farmer,  and  consequently  his  youth  was 
spent  in  assisting  in  the  labors  incident  to 
that  life,  and  he  early  learned  lessons  that 
have  been  of  lasting  benefit  to  him  in  his 
later  life.  In  1867  he  left  his  native  State 
and  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Barclay 
Township,  Black  Hawk  County.  He  had 
but  $14  when  he  started  in  life  for  himself, 
but  by  close  application  to  business,  hard 
work  and  economy  he  has  placed  himself 
on  a  sound  financial  basis,  and  has  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  and  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and 
Norman  and  French-Canadian  horses,  hav¬ 
ing  some  of  the  finest  animals  in  the  county, 
noticeably  so  his  four-year-old  stallion.  He 
is  one  of  the  enterprising,  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  occupies  a  high 
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place  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  towns¬ 
men.  He  was  married  in  Steuben  County, 
New  York,  August  11,  1864,  to  Phoebe 
Labauer,  who  was  born  in  that  county 
August  11,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (McMichael)  Labauer.  They  have 
one  child — Elizabeth  A.  Mr.  Emery  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  222,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Jesup,  Iowa.  He  has  served  his  township 
as  supervisor  several  terms  in  an  efficient 
and  satisfactory  manner. 


gAMUEL  SMITH,  son  of  Henry 
and  Polly  Smith,  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania, 
January  6,  1842.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age, 
and  after  being  cared  for  by  nis  mo¬ 
ther’s  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Miller,  for  a 
few  months,  he  was  taken  into  the  family 
of  Michael  Tutman,  where  he  had  a  good 
home  for  eighteen  years.  He  received  a 
fair  common-school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  became  his  own  master. 
In  November,  i860,  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  has  since  fol¬ 
lowed  at  various  times.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1864,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  brother,  George 
K.  Smith,  the  following  two  years.  He 
bought  the  land  where  he  at  present  resides, 
on  section  4,  in  June,  1868,  and  from  the 
raw  prairie  he  has  made  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township,  the  building  im¬ 
provements,  which  are  noticeably  good, 
being  mainly  done  by  himself.  Mr.  Smith 
Avas  married  February  16,  1869,  to  Miss 
Lydia.  Casebeer,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  born  December  19, 
1847.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this 
union  eight  are  living — Ellen  F.,  Norman 
C.,  Nora  E.  and  Emma  B.  (twins ;  the 
latter  died  aged  seven  months),  Rollin  B., 
Eliza  J.,  Austin  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Frank  W. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  earnest  members 
of  the  Brethren  church,  or  Dunkards.  In 
politics  Mr.  Smith  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  greatly  interested 
in  the  cause  of  education,  and  is  now  act¬ 
ing  in  the  capacity  of  school  director. 


If,  UGH  M.  BARCLAY  was  born  in 
Lycoming  County,  PennsyAania, 
August  31,  1839,  the  youngest  of 
six  children  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(McKinley)  Barclay.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  born  in  Northumberland  County,  and 
the  mother  a  natAe  of  Union  County.  They 
subsequently  settled  with  their  family  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  from  \A7hich 
place  they  removed  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  in  1855,  locating  in  Mount  Vernon 
Township,  where  the  father  died  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1871,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The 
mother  died  in  1 872,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
her  death  taking  place  in  Bremer  County, 
Iowa,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Fountain.  Hugh  M.  Barclay, 
our  subject,  Avas  but  seventeen  years  old 
Avhen  he  came  to  this  county.  His  youth 
Avas  spent  in  attending  the  common  schools 
and  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  He 
has  followed  farming  through  life,  and  Isiioav 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
36,  Mt.  Vernon  Township,  and  also  oaviis 
forty-eight  acres  on  section  1,  Waterloo 
ToAvnship.  He  Avas  married  July  3,  1866,  to 
Martha  J.  Messinger,  Avho  Avas  born  in 
Marion  County,  Indiana,  December  10, 
1843,  a  daughter  of  Elias  J.  and  Catherine 
(Perkins)  Messinger,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  Marion  County,  Indiana,  respect¬ 
ively.  Mrs.  Barclay  Avas  but  two  years  of 
age  when  her  parents  came  to  this  State, 
and  after  living  in  Lynn  County  tAvo  years 
they  removed  to  Bremer  County,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  county.  In 
1867  they  came  to  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk 
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County,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
home.  They  have  a  large  interest  in  the 
mill  at  Waterloo,  amounting  to  about 
Si 6,000.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay  have 
been  born  four  children — Charles  E.,  Frank 
E.,  Ida  M.  and  William  Floyd.  In  politics 
Mr.  Barclay  is  a  Greenbacker.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  road  supervisor,  and 
has  been  school  director  for  three  years. 


I&OIIN  BURK,  section  6,  Benning- 
•'fSlifS-  ton  Township,  was  born  July  30, 
1835,  *n  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Ger- 
4fg*  many,  a  son  of  John  IT  and  Cathe¬ 
rine  Burk,  the  father  born  in  Hesse 
y*  Darmstadt  in  1801,  and  the  mother 
born  in  the  same  year.  In  1857  the  parents, 
with  their  family  of  three  sons,  came  to 
this  country,  and  first  located  in  Stephen¬ 
son  County,  Illinois,  and  in  September,  1858, 
the  family  removed  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  settling  in  Bennington  Township  on 
section  7,  where  the  father  lived  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  the 
different  members  of  her  family.  John 
Burk,  our  subject,  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  country.  His 
father  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  he  was 
reared  to  that  occupation,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  from  the  age  of  fourteen  years  till 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  married 
December  18,  1864,  to  Mary  Catherine 
Reinhart,  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger¬ 
many,  born  February  18,  1846,  a  daughter 
of  Casper  and  Anna  M.  (Schenk)  Reinhart, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  the  father  born  December  16, 
1800,  and  the  mother  March  3,  1804.  Mrs. 
Burk  was  but  nine  years  old  when  her 
parents  came  to  America.  They  lived  in 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  five  years, 
then  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  in  Mount  Vernon  Township 


where  both  died,  the  mother  December  18, 
1881,  and  the  father  September  30,  1885. 
Their  children  are — Christopher;  Caspar 
(deceased),  George,  Fred,  and  Anna  Maria, 
wife  of  Michael  Besh,  of  Mount  Vernon 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk  have  six 
children — Fred,  born  September  12,  1865; 
John,  December  9,  1867;  William,  August 
9,  1869;  Alfred,  November  30,  1872;  Emma 
Louisa,  March  12,  1876,  and  Delia  M., 
March  8,  1882.  Mr.  Burk  first  began  farm¬ 
ing  on  his  own  account  in  1864  on  the 
place  where  he  has  since  resided.  The 
place  when  purchased  by  him  was  slightly 
improved  and  a  log  shanty  had  been 
erected.  His  farm  is  now  under  high  cul¬ 
tivation,  with  a  comfortable  residence,  good 
barn  and  other  farm  buildings.  He  now 
owns  250  acres,  located  on  sections  6  and  7, 
Bennington  Township.  In  politics  Mr. 
Burk  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  served  his 
township  as  assessor  two  years,  highway 
commissioner  several  years,  and  several 
years  as  township  trustee.  He  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  ten  years.  Mr.  Burk 
has  two  brothers,  August  and  Henry,  the 
former  living  in  Bennington  Township 
and  the  latter  in  Waterloo. 


f  H.  FILKINS,  a  prominent  and  en¬ 
terprising  citizen  of  Waterloo 
Township,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
October  18,  1840.  His  parents,  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Adaline  Filkins,  were  natives 


of  the  same  State.  The  father  came  with 
his  family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in 
1859,  and  settled  in  Waterloo  Township, 
where  he  lived  till  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1 869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The 
mother  survived  till  1884,  being  at  the  time 
of  her  death  seventy-eight  years  and  nine 
months  old.  T.  H.  Filkins  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  1859  and  now 
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living  on  section  31,  Waterloo  Township, 
where  he  is  actively  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  was  married  in 
1868,  to  Elizabeth  Trobridge,  who  was  born 
in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1842,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Prosper  and  Margaret  (Sharp)  Tro¬ 
bridge,  who  were  born  in  the  same  State. 
Eight  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union — John  C.,  William,  Cornelius  R., 
Charles,  Addie  M.,  Emma  B.,  Ida  and 
Ralph  W.  In  politics  Mr.  Filkins  casts 
his  suffrage  with  the  Republican  party. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church. 


V.  SUNDERLIN  was  born  at 
Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  New 
York,  May  1,  1841,  where  he 
was  reared  till  about  sixteen  years 
of  age.  In  December,  1856,  he 
came  with  his  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  (R undies)  Sunderlin,to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
resided  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  Bremer  County.  He  has  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  success,  his  farm  in  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Township  comprising  280  acres,  of 
which  eighty  acres  are  located  on  section  8, 
forty  acres  on  section  9,  and  160  acres  on 
section  5,  and  beside  his  farm  in  Mount 
Vernon  he  owns  forty  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Bremer  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Sunderlin 
was  married  February  13,  1871,  to  Sarah 
E.  Brown,  born  July  31,  1846,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Ware)  Brown,  the 
father  born  in  England,  August  n,  1811, 
and  the  mother  a  native  of  Ireland,  born 
June  10,  1816.  Her  father  has  been  three 
times  married.  His  first  wife  died  a  year 
after  their  marriage,  while  living  in  Ireland, 
to  which  country  he  had  removed  shortly 
after  his  marriage.  He  then  married  Eliza 
Ware,  and  a  few  years  later  came  with  his 
family  to  America,  first  settling  in  New 


York  City.  The  family  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Mount 
Vernon  Township  about  the  spring  of  1855. 
Mr.  Brown  subsequently  moved  to  Wa- 
verly,  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  His  wife  died  in  Bremer 
County,  January  6,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children — Jacob  and  Charles  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  William  J.,  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business  in  Denver,  Colorado ;  Mar¬ 
garet  A.,  wife  of  R.  Morehouse,  of  Denver, 
Colorado;  Joseph,  of  Mt.  Vernon  Township; 
Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Brown  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1879, to  Mrs.  Dr.  (Woodruff)  Clarke, 
with  whom  he  now  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sunderlin  have  been  born  three  children — 
Frank  R.,  born  November  26,  1876;  George, 
born  January  14,  1879,  and  Grace,  born 
April  12,  1882.  Mr.  Sunderlin  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  October 
21,  1861,  in  Company  E,  Twelfth  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Henry,  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  He  was  mus¬ 
tered  out  in  the  spring  of  1863  on  account 
of  disability.  In  politics  Mr.  Sunderlin  af¬ 
filiates  with  the  Republican  party.  Will¬ 
iam  Sunderlin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  March  26,  1808,  and  was  reared  from 
boyhood  in  Cortland  County,  New  York. 
After  attaining  manhood  he  went  to  Cay¬ 
uga  County,  New  York,  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  which  he  followed 
through  life.  He  was  married  in  October 
1834,  to  Elizabeth  Rundles,  who  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  New  York,  April  29, 
18 1 1,  and  to  this  union  were  born  seven 
children — James  W.,  died  August  24,  1882, 
aged  forty-seven  years ;  Elizabeth  L.,  died 
February  28,  1855,  aged  eighteen  }Tears ; 
Myron  G.,  died  July  28,  1867,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years;  M.  V.,  our  subject; 
Mary  J.,  died  March  7,  1853,  aged  eleven 
years;  Augusta  M.,  died  December  7,  1852, 
aged  eight  years,  and  Emeline,  died  Octo- 
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ber  10,  1864,  aged  about  seventeen  years. 
William  Sunderlin  was  three  times  married. 

1  le  came  to  this  county  in  December,  1856, 
and  first  settled  with  his  family  on  section 
5,  Mount  Vernon  Township,  and  lived 
here  till  his  death  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  years  in  New  York  City.  He  died 
May  6,  1877,  and  is  buried  in  Mount  Ver¬ 
non.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Sunder- 
lin,  mother  of  our  subject,  died  December 
4,  1856. 


h  J3  pox,  farmer  and  stock-dealer, 
residing  on  section  3 1 ,  Big  Creek 
Township,  Black  Hawk  County, 
was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
Pennsylvania,  November  26,  1831, 
his  parents,  Enoch  and  Christiana 
(Sechler)  Fox,  also  being  natives  of  Penn- 
svl vania,  and  of  German  and  Scotch  de¬ 
scent,  they  residing  in  their  native  State 
till  their  death.  His  father  being  a  farmer, 
our  subject  was  reared  to  the  same  avoca¬ 
tion,  which  he  has  followed  thus  far  through 
life  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  when 
he  was  engaged  in  carpentering  and  con¬ 
tracting.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Ogle 
County,  Illinois,  remaining  there  till  1857, 
when  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  entered  land  and  com¬ 
menced  improving  the  same.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  La  Porte  City,  where 
he  resided  till  1862  when  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm.  He  was  married  in  Gene- 
seo,  Livingston  County,  New  York,  Octo¬ 
ber  3,  1852,  to  Matilda  Krusen,  who  was 
born  February  13,  1833,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Prudence  (Mead)  Krusen,  natives  of 
the  New  England  States.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  eleven  children — Enoch, 
born  January  4, 1854,  a  stockman  of  Kansas; 
John  F.,  born  September  3,  1855,  engaged 
in  the  coal  business  in  Kansas ;  William  V., 
born  August  1,  1857;  Lovenia,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1862,  wife  of  C.  H.  Saunders; 


I).  E.,  born  January  13,  1867  ;  May  A.,  born 
March  19,  1869;  Burt  Z.,  born  June  15, 
1871  ;  Helen  K.,  born  July  30,  1873  ;  M.  C., 
born  April  1,  1875;  Benjamin  M.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1884;  Royal  A.,  deceased.  Mr. 
Fox  is  a  self-made  man,  having  commenced 
life  for  himself  entirely  without  means,  and 
by  his  untiring  industry,  enterprise  and  en¬ 
ergy  he  has  acquired  a  large  property,  and 
is  now  classed  among  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  Black  Hawk  County.  He  makes  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  raising  mules,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  is  one  of  the  influen¬ 
tial  citizens  of  Big  Creek  Township,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises 
which  are  for  its  good.  He  has  served  his 
township  as  assessor  for  four  terms,  and  has 
also  been  road  supervisor  and  school  direc¬ 
tor.-  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 


VW*. 


ATHIAS  MILLER,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Orange  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  July  5, 
1822,  the  second  of  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren  of  William  and  Mary  (Walker) 
Miller,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
of  German  descent.  His  father  was  born 
in  1797,  and  died  in  June,  1850.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  character,  im¬ 
parting  much  of  his  energy  and  habits  of 
thrift  to  his  children.  Mathias  Miller  was 
reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  his  youth 
being  spent  in  assisting  his  father.  He  ob¬ 
tained  a  fair  education,  attending  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  in  the  winter.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  till  nearly  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  when,  March  5,  1849,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Berkley,  a  native  of  Som¬ 
erset  County.  He  remained  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  engaged  in  farming,  until  the  spring 
of  1858,  when,  in  obedience  to  a  well-con¬ 
sidered  project  for  bettering  his  condition, 
he  immigrated  to  the  beautiful  prairies  of 
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Iowa.  For  two  years  he  lived  in  Waterloo, 
engaged  in  teaming,  and  in  i860  bought  120 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  on  section  22, 
Orange  Township.  He  came  to  Iowa  with 
but  little  capital  but  with  a  strong  deter¬ 
mination  to  make  for  himself  and  family 
a  home,  and  with  this  object  in  view  he 
was  industrious  and  frugal  and  his  efforts 
have  not  been  unrewarded.  He  now  owns 
one  of  the  best  homes  in  the  township,  his 
farm  at  one  time  containing  440  acres.  Of 
this  he  has  given  each  of  his  three  children 
eighty  acres  and  now  has  200  acres  for  his 
own  use.  His  buildings  were  all  erected 
with  an  eye  to  convenience  and  comfort. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  his 
township  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  was  one  of  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  German  Baptist  church  of 
Orange  Township  and  contributed  liberally 
toward  building  the  church  edifice.  His 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  church  of 
which  he  has  long  been  one  of  the  deacons. 
A  son  of  Mr.  Miller,  Silas  B.,  met  his  death 
under  peculiarly  distressing  circumstances. 
While  a  student  at  Waterloo  he  attempted 
to  board  a  train  in  motion,  and  fell  under 
the  wheels,  and  was  instantly  killed.  Mr. 
Miller’s  other  children  are — Sarah,  wife  of 
Hiram  J.  Lichty;  William  H.  and  Elias. 


|-ACOB  G.  SCHMIDT,  editor 
||£  and  proprietor  of  Der  Deutsch 
Amerikaner,  published  at  Water¬ 
loo,  is  a  son  of  Paul  and  Louisa  (Ko- 
penhoefer)  Schmidt,  natives  of  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany.  They  came  to 
this  country  when  young,  and  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Erie  County,  New  York.  In  1854 
they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Jackson 
County.  The  father  died  in  1869.  Mrs. 
Schmidt  is  now  living  in  Waterloo.  Ja¬ 
cob  G.  was  born  at  Bellevue,  Jackson 
County,  February  12,  i860,  and  lived  with 

40 


his  parents  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  went  to  Mason  City  to  work  on  the 
Cerro  Gordo  Republican,  having  previ¬ 
ously  learned  the  printer’s  trade  at  Water¬ 
loo.  He  was  employed  eight  months  at 
Mason  City,  and  after  spending  the  en¬ 
suing  winter  at  Waterloo  he  went  in 
the  spring  to  the  Black  Hills.  January  1, 
1877,  he  returned  to  Waterloo,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a  grocery  all  of  that 
year.  The  year  following  he  passed  in  the 
far  West  again,  in  Montana.  He  then 
resumed  his  work  in  the  grocery  at  Water¬ 
loo  until  the  spring  of  1883,  since  which 
time  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  journal 
he  now  publishes.  He  was  married  May 
2,  1882,  to  Emma  Fressle.  of  Waterloo,  and 
has  one  daughter — Louisa  Wilhelmina,  born 
April  1,  1885.  Mr.  Schmidt  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 


**5f> 
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RANK  L.  PAGE,  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Big  Creek  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County,  was  born  in  Franklin 
JC^  County,  Maine,  in  1848,  a  son  of 
*  William  E.  and  Perwilla  B.  (Dyer) 
Page,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  His 
parents  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  coming  here  as  early  as 
1854,  when  they  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
Township.  In  1865  they  removed  to  Wa¬ 
terloo  and  in  1867  removed  to  Big  Creek 
Township  where  they  still  reside,  making 
their  home  with  their  son  Frank.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children — Alva  W., 
Charles  E.,  Frank  L.,  Lendall  J.,  Susan  D. 
and  Rosa  D.  When  William  E.  Page  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County  in  1854  the  few  set¬ 
tlers  who  were  here  in  the  county  hauled 
their  lumber  and  provisions  from  Daven¬ 
port  and  Dubuque  with  teams.  W.  E. 
Page  cut  down  the  trees  and  cut  the  logs 
that  made  the  lumber  that  was  used  in 
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building  the  first  frame  house  erected  in 
Waterloo,  the  county  scat  of  this  county. 
This  was  in  the  summer  of  1854.  The 
building  is  now  a  part  of  the  Central 
I  louse.  Frank  L.  Page  has  been  a  resident 
of  Black  Hawk  County  since  about  six 
years  of  age,  coming  here  with  his  parents 
in  1854.  1 1  is  home  is  on  section  25,  where 

he  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  his  home  farm  containing  159 
acres  of  choice  land  under  cultivation.  He 
has  witnessed  the  many  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  county  during  the  past 
thirty  years,  and  is  always  interested  in  any 
enterprise  which  tends  to  the  further  de¬ 
velopment  of  his  township  and  county. 
Mr.  Page’s  paternal  great-grandfather 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  his  grandfather  was  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  brother,  Alva  W.,  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion. 


V.  FOSS  is  a  farmer,  residing  in 
Big  Creek  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County,  on  section  26, 
where  he  has  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
of  choice  land,  valued  at  $50  per  acre. 
He  is  a  native  of  Grafton, New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  where  he  was  born  July  29,  1824,  a 
son  of  Eben  and  Mary  (Webster)  Foss, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  mother 
died  in  New  Hampshire,  and  the  father 
subsequently  removed  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  where  he  died  in  Kane  County.  B. 
V.,  our  subject,  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa  in  1855,  being  among  the 
early  settlers.  After  remaining  in  this 
county  three  years  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  till  1872.  He 
then  came  again  to  Black  Hawk  County 
and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Mr.  Foss  has  been  twice 
married,  taking  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Gray,  who  was  born  in  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  in  1831,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mar¬ 


garet  Gray.  They  were  married  in  Kane 
County,  Illinois,  in  1852.  She  died  in  1854, 
leaving  one  son,  El  win  B.  Foss,  of  Big 
Creek  Township.  El  win  married  Ida  P. 
Finch,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children — Clyde,  Amy,  Ray  and  Della,  of 
whom  Della  is  deceased.  Mr.  Foss  was 
again  married  in  Kane  County,  Illinois,  in 
1855,  to  Miss  Catharine  Ouackenbush,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Otsego  County,  New  York,  born 
March  30,  1826.  They  have  three  children 
— Elizabeth  A.,  Emma  J.  and  Marvin  E. 
Elizabeth  married  James  Morris,  of  Sioux 
County,  Iowa,  and  has  a  family  of  four 
children — Lewis,  Harry,  Frank  and  Bessie. 
Emma  J.  married  William  H.  Solomon,  of 
Benton  County,  Iowa. 


^  P.  COOPER,  a  pioneer  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  residing  on 
section  35,  Big  Creek  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  June  10, 
1819.  His  parents,  Denis  and  Bulia 
Cooper,  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
They  immigrated  to  Ohio,  in  1814,  where 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
The  mother  died  in  Illinois,  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  S. 
P.  Cooper  was  married  in  Will  County, 
Illinois,  April  16,  1843,  1°  Lucy  Bonnell, 
a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Jane  (Johnson) 
Bonnell,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  Both  of 
her  parents  are  deceased,  the  father  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  been  born  three 
children — Clement  E.,  Wirt  and  Ward. 
Clement  E.  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Thirty- 
first  Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country  at  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  in  March,  1863,  from  sickness 
contracted  from  exposure  in  the  army. 
Wirt  married  Effie  Moon,  and  has  two 
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children — Ray  D.  and  Jannette.  He  resides 
with  his  family  in  Big  Creek  Township. 
Mr.  Cooper  is  classed  among  the  prosper¬ 
ous  farmers  of  his  township,  where  he  has 
a  fine  farm  containing  190  acres  of  well- 
cultivated  land,  which  is  valued  at  $40  per 
acre.  He  came  to  Black  Hawk  County  in 
1854  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  entering  160  acres 
from  the  Government,  and  purchasing  the 
remainder  of  his  land  for  $7  per  acre.  He 
has  been  a  school  director  for  many  years, 
and  for  two  years  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  serving  with  credit  to  him¬ 
self  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  township,  having  made  a 
host  of  friends  since  coming  to  this  county. 
In  their  religious  views  both  are  Universal- 
ists.  Mrs.  Cooper  has  a  very  fine  collec¬ 
tion  of  geological  specimens,  among  which 
are  some  very  rare  ones,  which  were  gath¬ 
ered  in  Black  Hawk  Countv. 


<vwv 


ARREN  BALDWIN,  a  pioneer 
of  Black  Hawk  Township,  was 
born  in  Whiting,  Addison  Coun- 
>  ty,  Vermont,  in  the  year  18 11. 

When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Craw¬ 
ford  County, Pennsjdvania,  in  which  county 
he  was  married  in  1835,  to  Miss  Lucy 
Woodard,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  this  union  seven  are 
living — Allen  T.,  of  Black  Hawk  Town¬ 
ship  ;  Mrs.  Lovina  McDowell  and  Mrs. 
Sallie  Ohler,  of  Waterloo;  Orrin  M.  and 
Perry  O.,  of  Webster  City,  Iowa;  Andrew 
M.,  of  Black  Hawk  Township,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Ferris  is  of  Hamilton  County,  Ne¬ 
braska.  The  family  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
Township  in  November,  1854,  locating  on 
section  24,  where  the  father  bought  land 
and  converted  the  same  into  a  good  farm. 


In  1881  he  sold  his  property  to  his  son,  Al¬ 
len  T.,  with  whom  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  their  married  life. 


j|-„H ARLES  ASQUITH,  a  promi- 
^  nent  citizen  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  is  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
§  England,  and  was  born  May  16, 
A  i823-  His  father  was  a  miner,  and 
at  the  age  of  eight  years  Charles  be¬ 
gan  to  be  employed  at  light  work  in  the 
mines,  and  from  that  tender  age  his  youth 
was  spent  in  labor,  his  educational  advan¬ 
tages  being  limited  to  attendance  a  short 
time  at  night  schools.  Work  in  the  mines 
in  and  near  his  native  shire  became  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  his  manhood,  but  nature  had 
intended  him  for  a  higher  life,  and  had 
endowed  him  with  an  ambition  that  reached 
out  after  a  more  extended  knowledge  of 
the  world  and  its  doings,  and  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  improve  his  mind  and  acquire 
learning  was  embraced.  When  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  in  1847,  he  married  Mary 
Stead,  a  native  of  Yorkshire.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  but  one 
is  living— Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Shaw,  of 
Black  Hawk  County.  In  1851  Mrs.  As¬ 
quith  died,  and  in  1852  Mr.  Asquith  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Mary  A.  Sutcliff.  In  1853,  in 
obedience  to  a  long-cherished  desire  and 
with  a  view  of  making  a  better  home  for 
himself  and  family,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  for  several  years  worked  in 
the  iron  and  coal  mines  in  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1859  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  however, 
in  1861.  The  war  to  perpetuate  slavery 
and  overthrow  our  glorious  Union  called 
him  out  in  the  defense  of  his  adopted  coun¬ 
try,  and  .in  the  spring  of  1863  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Infantry,  in  which  he  did  meritorious 
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service,  participating  in  four  hard-fought 
battles,  besides  several  minor  engagements, 
lie  was  honorably  discharged  after  the 
surrender  at  Appommatox  in  1865,  and  re¬ 
turned  home.  In  18  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  located  in  Black  Hawk  County,  and 
bought  the  farm  on  section  16,  Black  Hawk 
Township,  where  he  now  lives.  That  he  is  a 
thrifty  and  careful  farmer  his  well-ordered 
home,  pleasant  residence  and  comfortable 
buildings  bear  ample  testimony.  He  pays 
special  attention  to  stock-raising,  of  which 
he  has  the  best  grades.  His  son,  Robert 
C.,  the  only  child  by  his  second  marriage, 
has  attained  manhood  and  now  has  largely 
the  care  and  management  of  the  farm.  Mr. 
Asquith  has  held  several  positions  of  trust 
in  Black  Hawk  County,  the  more  im¬ 
portant  being  trustee  and  supervisor  and 
school  director.  He  is  a  leading  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  church,  and  in  1876 
was  set  apart  for  the  ministry  in  his  denom¬ 
ination,  and  has  had  charge  of  the  church 
located  on  section  22. 


OAH  MORGAN,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Township,  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County  in  September,  1854, 
and  entered  two  forty-acre  tracts  of 
Government  land.  He  remained  one 
month,  and  then  returned  to  Mexico,  Wy¬ 
andot  County,  Ohio,  but  in  March,  1857, 
came  again  to  this  county,  and  until  the 
fall  of  1858  worked  by  the  month  for  farm¬ 
ers.  He  then  again  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
was  there  married,  December  22,  1859,  t° 
Ellen  N.  Bell.  In  August,  1861,  they  came 
to  Iowa  and  first  settled  a  mile  south  of 
where  they  now  live,  and  lived  there  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  ;  then  rented  a  farm  two 
miles  north,  where  they  lived  till  the  fall  of 
1863,  when  they  moved  to  their  present 
residence,  which  Mr.  Morgan  had  built  the 


previous  summer.  His  original  eighty 
acres  he  has  sold,  but  now  owns  463  acres 
of  land  in  Washington  Township,  120  acres 
being  on  section  24,  120  acres  on  section 
23,  fifteen  acres  on  section  22,  ninety-eight 
acres  on  section  27,  ten  acres  on  section  16, 
and  100  acres  on  section  15,  the  greater 
part  being  under  cultivation.  His  resi¬ 
dence,  located  on  section  24,  is  a  large 
frame  building,  neatly  and  comfortably 
finished.  His  barn,  the  only  stone  building 
of  the  kind  in  the  county,  is  30  x  51  feet  in 
size,  with  an  addition  13  x  26  feet.  He  is 
a  thoroughly  practical  farmer,  and  also 
makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  his  farm 
being  well  adapted  to  the  latter  industry. 
Mr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Fairfield  County, 
Ohio,  near  Lancaster,  November.  21,  1831, 
but  in  his  infancy  his  father  moved  to  Wy¬ 
andot  County,  Ohio,  and  there  he  grew  to 
manhood.  His  parents,  Jesse  and  Chris- 
tena  (Brentz)  Morgan,  were  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  born  August  9,  1803,  and  the 
latter  June  19,  1808.  They  were  married 
in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  October  18,  1829, 
and  in  September,  1832,  moved  to  Wyandot 
County,  Iowa,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land.  This  they  sold  in  1864,  and  moved 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  and  bought  160 
acres  of  prairie  and  sixty-five  acres  of  timber 
land  of  John  and  Samuel  Knapp,  all  but 
twenty  acres  of  which  is  now  owned  by 
their  children.  The  mother  died  March 
16,  1872,  and  the  father  April  5,  following, 
and  both  are  buried  in  Washington  Chapel 
Cemetery,  located  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  15,  town  90,  range  14,  Black 
Hawk  County.  They  were  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  the  father 
had  voted  with  the  Republican  party  since 
the  nomination  of  James  Buchanan  to  the 
presidency.  Their  family  of  five  children 
were — Noah;  Susanna,  born  July  25,  1833, 
widow  of  Ed.  Reynolds,  who  was  born 
May  16,  1834,  and  died  December  30,  1883; 
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Mary  A.,  born  February  21,  1837,  married 
H.  Reynolds  November  25,  i860.  He  was 
born  July  13,  1832,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  New  Market,  Virginia,  May  15, 
1864,  leaving  one  daughter — Ida  Ellen, 
born  August  23,  1861,  died  May  22, 

1880.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
Watrous.  Conrad  B.,  born  January  26, 
1839,  resides  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Morgan  was  born  near  Allamuchy, 
New  Jersey,  January  10,  1837,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Bell.  She  is 
the  third  of  four  children.  One  sister, 
Mary  J.,  is  the  wife  of  George  Repp,  of 
Dallas  County,  Iowa  ;  another,  Catherine, 
is  the  wife  of  J.  Riker,  of  Wright  County, 
Iowa,  and  a  brother  lives  in  Michigan. 
Her  mother  died  in  New  Jersey,  and  when 
she  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  her 
father  and  family  moved  to  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  1866  he  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  now  makes 
his  home  with  Mrs.  Morgan.  He  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  October  16,  1798,  and  is 
now  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  a  family  of  four 
children — Jesse  S.,  born  November  30, 
1861  ;  William  H.,  May  29,  1864;  Ida  M., 
April  12,  1870;  David  C.,  March  17,  1875. 
In  politics  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  Republican 
and  Prohibitionist. 
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||  HARLES  E.  ASHLEY,  a  promi- 
ji f  nent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Spring  Creek  Township,  resides 
on  section  16,  where  he  owns  153 
/y  acres  of  choice  land,  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born 
July  16,  1850,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
son  of  Nathan  and  Elmina  M.  Ashley.  His 
parents  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  are  still  residents 
of  Spring  Creek  Township.  They  had  a 
large  family,  of  whom  but  four  are  living 


— Charles  E.,  Hugh  M.,  Florence  L.,  and 
Edgar  R.  Charles  E.  was  reared  a  farmer, 
and  in  his  youth  attended  the  district 
schools.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  Iowa  State  University,  at  Iowa 
City,  which  he  attended  two  years.  He 
subsequently  taught  in  the  schools  of  Black 
Hawk  County  five  terms,  and  was  a  very 
successful  teacher.  He  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1877,  to  Elizabeth  L.  Banister, 
daughter  of  A.  G.  Banister,  a  prominent 
pioneer  of  Spring  Creek  Township.  Mr. 
Ashley  was  elected  township  clerk  in  1878, 
and  in  1878  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  He  is 
meeting  with  success  in  his  business,  and  is 
among  the  prosperous  and  progressive 
young  men  of  Black  Hawk  County. 


I? LLEN  T.  BALDWIN,  son  of 
Warren  and  Lucy  (Woodard) 
Baldwin,  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  15, 
1838.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  1854,  living  with  them 
till  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  August  20, 
1862,  a  member  of  Company  C,  Thirty-sec¬ 
ond  Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Louisiana,  and  was 
with  General  Smith’s  corps  in  a  number  of 
skirmishes  and  battles  of  minor  importance. 
He  then  did  guard  and  scouting  duty  with 
his  regiment  for  many  months  over  a  large 
extent  of  country,  and  took  part  in  the 
capture  of  Mobile.  At  the  termination  of 
his  services  he  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  June  28,  1865.  He  then  returned 
to  his  home  in  Black  Hawk  County,  and  a 
year  later  bought  106  acres  adjoining  the 
home  of  his  parents,  where  he  commenced* 
making  a  home  for  himself.  March  24, 
1866,  he  was  married  to  Manila  Sergeant, 
a  native  of  Crawford  County,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  daughter  of  Anson  Sergeant.  Her 
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HI  STORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


parents  are  deceased,  both  dying  in  Craw¬ 
ford  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin 
were  born  four  children — Lizzie,  Fred, 


w 


]  HOMAS  BLAKE,  northwest  quar¬ 
ter,  section  31,  Lester  Township, 
has  a  fine  farm  of  270  acres,  150 
being  in  Lester  and  120  in  Benning¬ 
ton  Township,  and  also  owns  twenty 
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acres  of  timber  land.  He  was  born  in 
Somersetshire,  England,  December  2,  1829, 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Charlotte  (Westlake) 
Blake.  His  father  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
five  sons  learned  the  trade  of  him,  our  sub¬ 
ject  being  among  the  number.  He  was 
married  March  14,  1850,  to  Isabella  Tucker, 
daughter  of  William  Tucker.  Two  weeks 
after  their  marriage  they  left  their  native 
country  and  came  to  the  Lffiited  States,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  nearly  seven  weeks 
landed  in  New  York  City.  He  located  in 
Waterloo,  Seneca  County,  New  York,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  five  years,  when  he 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
May  28,  1855,  entered  eighty  acres  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land.  He  then  returned  to  New 


Cora  and  Jay.  Mr.  Baldwin  lost  his  wife 
by  death  March  16,  1880,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four  years,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  mar¬ 
ried  Sophia  Hoover,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one 
child — Ray.  He  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
Politically  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  served  his 
township  very  efficiently  both  as  assessor 
and  constable.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  bought 
the  old  homestead  of  his  parents,  to  which 
he  lias  since  removed,  his  parents  being 
cared  for  in  their  declining  years  by  him¬ 
self  and  wife.  His  farm  now  consists  of 
272  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Black  Hawk 
Township,  where  he  is  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  agricultural  pursuits. 


York,  and  in  January,  1856,  brought  his 
family  to  Iowa.  He  lived  at  Blakeville, 
which  was  named  in  honor  of  him  and  his 
cousin,  Thomas  C.  Blake,  two  years. 
Thomas  C.  Blake  settled  at  Blakeville  in 
1856,  and  subsequently  went  to  Warren, 
Illinois,  and  died  there.  He  then  moved 
to  what  is  now  the  General  A.  C.  Fuller 
farm,  where  he  lived  till  1882.  This  farm 
he  improved  and  erected  good  buildings, 
making  of  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township.  In  1882  he  exchanged  his  farm 
with  General  Fuller  for  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  which  he  at  once  went  to  work  to 
improve.  He  built  his  residence,  which 
is  a  large  frame  building,  30  x  32  feet,  with 
an  L  28  x  32  feet,  the  same  year,  at  a  cost 
of  $2,000.  His  large  barn,  used  both  for 
hay  and  stock,  was  built  in  1885,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,000.  It  is  30x60  feet  in  size,  and 
twenty-six  feet  high,  and  has  eighteen  feet 
of  shedding.  His  granary  will  hold  2,000 
bushels,  and  his  hay  loft  sixty  tons.  In  the 
basement  he  has  accommodations  for  twelve 
horses  and  sixteen  cattle.  Mr.  Blake  is  a 
thoroughly  practical  farmer,  and  by  his 
good  management,  close  attention  to  his 
business,  has  made  a  success  of  that  in¬ 
dustry.  He  has  always  taken  an  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  township,  and 
has  served  as  trustee  and  school  director, 
although  he  has  been  too  deepty  engrossed 
with  his  own  affairs  to  give  much  attention 
to  the  duties  of  office.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church.  October  10,  1885,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  a  minister  in  the  denomination,  and 
preaches  every  two  weeks  at  Mount  Zion 
Church.  He  also  has  charge  of  Green 
Grove  Church,  twelve  miles  northwest  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  in  Linn  County,  visiting 
this  church  once  a  month.  His  father  was 
a  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Eng¬ 
land  thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake 
have  had  a  family  of  eight  children — Emma, 
born  December  27,  1850,  died  at  birth; 
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William  J.,  born  January  18,  1853,  is  a 
blacksmith,  of  Waterloo,  New  York; 
George  H.,  born  March  22,  1855  ;  Emma 
C.,  born  May  24,  1858,  was  married  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1885,  to  Charles  H.  Garrett,  of 
East  Waterloo;  Joseph  L.,  born  March  13, 
i860;  Sarah  A.,  October  13,  1862;  Belle, 
July  10,  1868,  and  Katie  M.,  April  16,  1872, 
are  at  home. 
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LBERT  G.  BANNISTER,  who 
died  March  23,  1883,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  Ontario 
County,  March  27,  1809,  and  was 
one  of  Black  Hawk  County’s  most 
esteemed  and  most  respected  citizens, 
where  he  was  lor  many  years  prominently 
identified,  having  been,  literally  speaking, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county  of  his 
choice,  and  especially  of  Spring  Creek 
Township,  where  he  resided  from  1855  UP 
to  the  time  of  his  decease.  While  living  in 
New  York  State  he  was  married  at  the  age 
of  about  thirty  years  to  Antoinette  V anDyke, 
to  whom  were  born  two  children,  one  of 
whom  is  dead,  the  other,  a  son,  is  living 
at  Vail,  Crawford  County,  Iowa.  After 
moving  to  Indiana,  and  later  to  Naperville, 
Illinois,  his  wife  died,  and  Mr.  Bannister 
was  married  again,  this  time  to  Miss  Lydia 
Glassner,  of  Belvidere,  Illinois,  who  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  October  18,  1830.  To 
them  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom, 
Frank  M.  and  Vinton  A.,  died  in  infancy. 
Of  those  living  Elizabeth  L.  is  the  eldest, 
born  December  23,  1854,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Ashley,  of  Spring  Creek  Town¬ 
ship.  The  next,  Ina,  lives  in  Nebraska,  and 
Charles  B.  is  in  Dakota  Territory.  Mrs. 
Lydia  Bannister  died  in  1862,  and  Mr.  Ban¬ 
nister  was  a  third  time  married,  this  time 
to  Miss  Esther  Dixon,  daughter  of  James 
and  Catharine  Dixon,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  the  year  1847.  To  them  were  born  two 
children — Albert  T.  and  Lisle  S.,  who  reside 


with  their  widowed  mother  on  the  farm 
where  their  father  lived  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  stay  in  the  State — twenty-eight 
years.  Mr.  Bannister  held  for  a  number  of 
years  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  had 
held  the  office  of  president  of  the  school 
board  of  the  township,  and  also  taught 
school,  together  with  penmanship.  He  was 
a  man  of  strict  integrity,  correct  and  steady 
habits,  also  of  extended  observation  and 
travel,  he  having  together  with  thousands 
of  other  men,  of  what  is  termed  the  early 
days,  determined  to  try  and  better  his  fort¬ 
unes  by  seeking  the  Eldorado  in  the  land 
of  gold.  Consequently,  in  1850,  while  liv¬ 
ing  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  he  went  overland 
with  a  wagon  train  to  California,  where  he 
worked  in  the  mines  and  was  fairly  on  the 
road  to,  as  he  thought,  make  lots  of  money 
when  his  health,  at  this,  to  him,  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  valuable  time,  failed,  or  nearly  so, 
obliging  him  to  stop  mining,  and  after  liv¬ 
ing  in  California  one  year  and  having  made 
money  enough  to  pay  him  for  his  time  and 
trouble,  he  left  the  land  of  the  setting  sun 
for  home,  returning  by  way  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama  and  New  York,  thence  by  rail 
to  Naperville,  bringing  with  him  many  me¬ 
mentoes  of  his,  to  many  minds',  great  and 
truly  arduous  undertaking,  and  not  least 
among  these  were  several  bushels  of  Pacific 
ocean  shells,  a  rarity  for  those  times.  His 
account  of  the  homeward  ocean  trip  would 
be  calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
minds  of-admirers  of  romance.  When  leav¬ 
ing  for  home  his  expectation  was  to  go  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn,  but  the  old  sailing  ship 
made  such  slow  progress  that  when  near 
Panama,  becalmed  for  several  days,  he  with 
a  number  of  others  decided  to  desert  her, 
thereby  forfeiting  their  passage  money,  and 
were  rowed  in  a  dugout  to  the  city  of  Pan¬ 
ama,  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles. 
Another  cause  for  deserting  their  ship  was 
the  fact  that  she  was  sailed  slowly  to  give 
gamblers  aboard  a  chance  to  fleece  the  pas- 
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sengers. 

o 


Arriving  at  Panama  they  crossed 
the  isthmus  by  mules,  and  took  passage  on 
another  ship  for  New  York.  Mr.  Bannis¬ 
ter  died  leaving  quite  a  property,  consisting 
chiefly  of  a  farm  of  nearly  600  acres  of  land, 
with  good  buildings  and  improvements. 

k>oo<^=: 


years 


ACOB  MUELLER  was  born  in 
Erlenbach,  Canton  Bern,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  January  28,  1827,  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Alice  Mueller,  both  of 
whom  died  in  their  native  country. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  twelve 
of  age,  and  he  was  thus  left  to  the 
care  of  a  widowed  mother.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  miller  and  baker  in  his  native 
country,  working  there  till  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  In  1850  he  left  his  native 
land  and  came  to  the  United  States,  land¬ 
ing  at  New  Orleans,  April  13.  From  there 
via  St.  Louis  to  Madison  County,  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  one  season,  and  thence 
to  Clinton  County  and  engaged  in  farming 
two  years.  In  1853  he  moved  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  living  in  that  city  two  years,  when 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Table  Mound  Town¬ 
ship,  Dubuque  County,  where  he  lived  un¬ 
til  February,  1874,  and  then  moved  to 
Lincoln,  section  15,  on  Mr.  O.  Kurner’s 
farm,  which  he  rented  for  two  years,  im¬ 
proving  at  the  same  time  his  present  farm 
of  360  acres  on  section  13,  having  bought 
the  same  January  25,  1874.  In  March,  1876, 
he  moved  on  his  own  farm.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Switzerland  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Schweingruber,  and  to  them  one  child  was 
born — John  J.,  now  of  Lincoln  Township. 
His  wife  died  in  January,  1852,  aged  twen¬ 
ty-five  years.  February  1,  1855,  he  mar¬ 
ried  in  Dubuque  Miss  Elizabeth  Fern, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Fern.  She 
was  born  in  Dubuque,  March  19,  1836,  and 
is  thought  to  be  the  first  white  child  born 
in  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  have  had 
nine  children — two  are  deceased,  Rosa  and 


an  infant ;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Cod- 
dington  ;  William  N.  is  a  farmer  of  Lin¬ 
coln  Township;  John  R.  lives  in  Dawson 
County,  Nebraska  ;  Alfred  C.,  Henry,  Her¬ 
man  and  Franklin  are  at  home.  In  politics 
Mr.  Mueller  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  liberal.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Mueller  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
in  the  lead-mining  region,  locating  near 
Sinsinaway  Mound,  in  Grant  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  in  1829.  In  the  early  years  Mr. 
Fern  was  with  General  Jones,  of  Dubuque, 
in  smelting  works.  He  died  in  1842,  his 
widow  surviving  until  1861.  Oneson,  John 
Fern,  lives  in  Lincoln  Township,  and 
another,  Benjamin,  is  a  farmer  and  lead- 
miner  near  Dubuque. 


^SoHN  KING,  farmer  and 
*  raiser,  section  32,  Big  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  East  Ten¬ 
nessee,  May  28,  1831,3  son  of  Stephen 
and  Mary  (Etter)  King,  the  former 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of 
Tennessee.  In  1851  his  father  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  located  in  Benton  County,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  had  a  family  of 
fifteen  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest 
child  of  his  second  marriage.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  State,  and  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Iowa.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to 
agriculture  and  has  been  successful,  now 
owning  a  fine  farm  of  340  acres,  valued  at 
$35  an  acre.  The  greater  part  of  this  he 
has  made  himself,  the  only  help  he  had  being 
about  forty  acres  from  his  father’s  estate. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Black  Hawk  County,  and  has 
assisted  materially  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  his  township.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director  and  has  been  president  of 
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the  board,  the  cause  of  education  being  one 
in  which  he  is  much  interested.  He  was 
married  in  Benton  County,  January,  1857, 
to  Eliza  Jane  Lamer,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  born  in  1837,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Rebecca  Lamer.  They  have  had  a  family 
of  fourteen  children — Rebecca,  wife  of 
Enoch  Fox,  of  Kansas  ;  Emma,  wife  of  An¬ 
drew  Wilson,  of  Clay  County,  Nebraska; 
Alice,  David,  Ida,  Estella  B.,  Adella,  Lu- 
titia,  Burt,  Maude,  Nettie,  Roy  J.,  Charles 
and  Clarence.  Alice,  Burt  and  Maude  are 
deceased.  Mr.  King  in  politics  is  allied  to 
no  party,  casting  his  suffrage  for  the  men 
he  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office.  In 
his  religious  views  he  is  a  Seventh  Day 
Adventist.  His  Grandfather  Etter  was  a 
hero  of  the  war  of  1812. 


*♦$£:> 


-C'§>- 


^  H.  BROWN,  retired  farm  er,  was 
1^  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
in  1822,  a  son  of  John  and  Violet 


Brown,  natives  of  Virginia.  His 
father  died  in  1828,  aged  thirty-five 
years,  and  his  mother  in  1864,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  living- — 
Matthew,  William  and  A.  H.,  first  two  liv¬ 
ing  in  Oregon.  A.  H.  Brown  lived  on  a 
farm  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
began  to  learn  the  tailor’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  thirty  years.  He  came  to  Iowa 
in  1854,  and  in  1855  located  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  on  the  land  which  now  is  his 
homestead.  At  that  time  it  was  wholly 
unimproved,  but  now  is  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  he  has  a  good  residence 
and  other  farm  buildings.  Two  cotton¬ 
wood  trees  planted  by  him  twenty-five 
years  ago  are  now  eleven  and  nine  feet  in 
circumference.  Mr.  Brown’s  farm  con¬ 
tains  120  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  and  he 
also  owns  a  house  and  three  lots  in  Water¬ 
loo.  He  was  married  in  Logan  County, 

41 


Ohio,  February  2,  1844,  to  Mary  E.  Green, 
a  native  of  that  county,  born  June  25,  1825, 
daughter  of  William  and  Hester  (Purdy) 
Green.  They  had  two  children  born  to 
them — Mary,  wife  of  Isaac  Boomhower,  of 
Benton  County,  has  one  child  —  Mary; 
Amanda,  now  the  wife  of  James  Sprague. 
The  latter  first  married  R.  C.  Hagenbaugh, 
who  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  one  child — 
Nellie,  now  living  with  her  grandparents. 
She  has  one  child,  Dora  M.,  by  her  last 
marriage.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  is  a  strict  prohibitionist,  and 
a  member  of  the  Good  Templars  order. 
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OHN  OSBORN,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  19,  Big  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Rutland 
County,  England,  April  20,  1827,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Yates) 
Osborn.  May  2,  1852,  he  embarked 
for  the  United  States  in  a  sailing  vessel,  the 
British  Crown,  and  after  a  very  perilous 
voyage  of  storm  and  shipwreck  landed  in 
New  York  City,  July  18.  He  remained  in 
the  State  of  New  York  two  years,  living 
in  Aurora,  Erie  County,  but  met  with  many 
discouragements,  incident  to  a  life  in  a 
strange  land.  Being  a  stranger  and  alone 
he  had  little  idea  of  the  boundless  extent 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  America, 
but  learning  of  the  Western  country,  he 
came  as  far  as  De  Kalb  County,  Illinois, 
and  from  there  in  January,  1855,  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  thus  being  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  287  acres,  all  well  improved, 
but  his  special  attention  is  devotetLto  rais¬ 
ing  and  dealing  in  fine  stock.  He  has  a 
herd  of  over  seventy  thoroughbred  short 
horn  cattle  of  good  standard  families  reg¬ 
istered  in  the  American  Herd  Book.  Sires 
that  have  been  used  in  his  herd  of  late  are 
Meadow  Duke,  21,684,  American  Herd 
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Book;  Roses  Duke,  40,758,  a  Rose  of  Sharon 
and  Major  Jupiter,  42,209,  the  latter  now  at 
the  head  of  the  herd.  lie  has  constantly 
on  hand  and  keeps  for  sale  animals  of  cither 
sex.  He  has  four  one-vear-old  calves  that 
will  weigh  1,000  pounds  each.  His  cattle 
are  among  the  finest  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
United  States.  He  has  been  a  diligent  and 
untiring  worker  in  caring  for  and  improv¬ 
ing  the  srrade  of  his  cattle,  and  is  rewarded 
bv  seeing  them  come  up  to  the  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  excellence  that  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  in  his  county.  Mr.  Osborn  is  truly  a 
self-made  man;  his  habits  of  industry  and 
economy,  added  to  his  indomitable  will  and 
perseverance,  have  secured  for  him  a  fine 
property,  and  made  him  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  and  prosperous  business  men  of  Black 
Hawk  Countv.  Mr.  Osborn  was  married 

J 

in  1861  to  Amy  Seamans,  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  1836,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children — George  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Henby ;  Amos,  Ida  and  Janie.  Mrs. 
Osborn  died  in  1870,  and  in  1871  Mr.  Os¬ 
born  married  Sarah  Seamans,  his  first 
wife’s  sister.  They  have  two  children — 
Lenora  and  Ettie.  Mr.  Osborn  meeting 
with  success  in  his  adventures  in  a  new 
country,  brothers  and  relatives  have  fol¬ 
lowed  after  to  this  great  land  of  promise, 
and  all  are  doing  well. 


r.,  ^  V  V  V  V  V'A'Wr 
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ARK  BURNHAM,  one  of  the 
enterprising  young  farmers  of 
Big  Creek  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County, was  born  September 
2,  i860,  in  Tama  County,  Iowa.  His 
parents,  Erastus  and  Louisa  Burnham, 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  State,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married,  living  there 
till  they  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
1865.  The  father  died  in  this  county 
1868,  and  his  widow  subsequently 


in 

in 


went  to  California  where  she  still  re¬ 
sides.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children — Silas,  Leslie  and  Mark.  Mark 
Burnham  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm, 
his  father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
his  education  being  obtained  at  the  common 
schools  of  Black  Hawk  County.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  March  12,  1883,  to  Miss 
Elbe  Fray,  a  daughter  of  R.  J.  Pray,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  La  Porte  City.  Mr.  Burnham  has 
lived  in  this  county  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  coming  here  with  his  parents  when 
about  five  years  of  age.  He  has  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  excellent  farm¬ 
ing  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
his  home  farm  being  on  section  35,  of  Big 
Creek  Township.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Burnham  casts  his  suffrage  with  the 
Republican  party. 


HURMAN  DENNY,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  2, 
Spring  Creek  Township,  where 
he  has  a  well-cultivated  farm  of  460 
acres,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
October  3,  1826,  a  son  of  Jesse  and 
Oney  (Bowles)  Denny,  who  were  natives 
of  the  same  State.  They  subsequently  re¬ 
moved  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  after 
living  there  a  few  years  they  settled  in 
Johnson  County,  Indiana,  living  there  till 
their  death,  the  father  dying  February  28, 
1865,  and  the  mother  dying  August  3,  ol 
the  same  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children — Thurman,  our  subject; 
Cilviria,  died  November  23,  1878;  Lucin¬ 
da,  of  Benton  County,  Iowa ;  Hepsy  Ann, 
of  Miami  County,  Indiana ;  Thomas  B., 
of  Johnson  County,  Indiana;  Mary  E.,  of 
Johnson  County,  Indiana,  and  Jacob,  died 
December  27,  1864.  Thurman  Denny  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  followed  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  successlully  through  life. 
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He  was  married  in  Johnson  County,  In¬ 
diana,  February  21,  1850,  to  Rebecca  E. 
Smith,  daughter  of  W.  K.  and  Elizabeth 
(Grossclose)  Smith,  natives  of  Virginia.  Of 
the  three  children  born  to  this  union  only 
one  is  living — Mary  C.,  who  married  John 
W.  Clark,  of  Spring  Creek  Township,  and 
has  one  child — Oscea.  Mr.  Denny  is  truly  a 
self-made  man,  commencing  life  without 
means,  and  on  coming  to  this  county  in  1852 
he  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt  for  a  part  of 
his  land.  His  first  house  here  was  a  rude 
log  cabin,  12x14  feet,  and  his  furniture 
was  of  the  most  primitive  kind.  By  years 
of  persevering  industry  and  economy, 
aided  by  his  amiable  wife,  he  has  acquired 
a  good  property,  and  is  now  classed  among 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Denny  was  one  of  the  stock-holders  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Jesup.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises  for  the 
good  of  his  county,  and  gives  liberally  of 
his  means,  to  every  worthy  object.  Mrs. 
Denny’s  father  was  born  in  Augusta  Coun¬ 
ty,  Virginia,  in  1806.  He  left  his  native 
State  for  Fayette  County,  Indiana,  in  1818, 
and  was  married  there  to  Elizabeth  Gross- 
close,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1827,  he  left  Fayette  County  and 
settled  in  Johnson  County,  Indiana,  where 
his  wife  died  in  1865.  He  is  still  living  in 
that  county,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years. 
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M.  SMITH,  farmer,  section  17, 
Spring  Creek  Township,  was  born 
in  Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
September  13,  1830,  a  son  of  Canada 
and  Rhoda  (Hall)  Smith,  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  The  former  died  in 
Ohio  and  the  mother  now  lives  in  Black 
Hawk  County  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health.  In  1854  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Waterloo,  where  he  lived 
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until  1859,  when  he  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  in  Spring  Creek  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  a  good  farm  of  forty  acres, 
and  his  residence  and  buildings  are  com 
modious  and  comfortable.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1859  to  Harriet  (Burnham)  Merrill, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ver- 


HOMAS  P.  McMANUS,  residing 
on  section  17,  Lincoln  Township, 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
July  2,  1843,  his  parents,  John  H. 
and  Lydia  (Pierson)  McManus  being 
born,  reared  and  married  in  the  State 
oi  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Ohio,  and  in  1848  removed 
to  Delaware  County,  Indiana,  with  their 
family.  There  the  father  died  in  1855,  the 
mother  having  died  in  1854,  leaving  five 
children — Otho  J.,  Lieutenant  in  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  was  killed  in  battle  at  Selma,  Al¬ 
abama,  April  2,  1865;  Hiram  J.,  living  in 
Cherokee  County,  Iowa;  Thomas  P.,  our 
subject;  Millie,  wife  of  Milton  Finch,  of 
Sioux  County,  Iowa,  and  John  F.,  died  in 
Delaware  County,  Indiana,  in  1867.  After 
the  death  of  his  parents  Thomas  P.  Mc- 


Fanny  (Hebard)  Burnham,  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  widow  of  Roswell  Merrill,  who 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  to  whom  she 
was  married  in  McHenry  County,  Illinois, 
in  1843.  Mr.  Merrill  died  in  1857,  leaving 
four  children— Edgar  M.,  Rush  M.  (who 
enlisted  in  the  service  when  seventeen 
years  old),  David  E.  and  Don  J.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  two  chil¬ 
dren,  but  one  of  whom,  Byron  R.,  is  living. 
Mr.  Smith  was  postmaster  eight  years  and 
Mrs.  Smith  ten  years,  in  Black  Hawk 
County.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife  are,  in 
religious  belief,  free  thinkers.  In  politics 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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Manus  was  taken  into  the  home  of  Hon. 
Thomas  Sumner,  of  Marshall  County, 
Indiana,  and  to  the  lessons  taught  him  by 
this  good  man  he  attributes  much  of  his 
success  in  life.  August  5,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  l,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry.  lie  was  under  Grant  in  that  Gen¬ 
eral's  first  battle  at  Belmont,  Missouri,  at 
the  capture  of  Island  No.  10,  siege  of  Cor¬ 
inth,  three-days  battle  of  Stone  River,  and 
Chickamauga,  where  he  was  wounded  in 
the  right  hand;  at  Missionary  Ridge, 
Resaca  and  Dallas.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  and  shoulder  at 
the  battle  of  Dallas,  May  27,  1864,  and  was 
in  hospital  at  Nashville,  Louisville  and 
St.  Louis.  March  3,  1865,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Second  Lieutenant,  under  Thomas 
Sumner  as  First  Lieutenant.  lie  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged  September  19,  1865, 
and  is  now  receiving  a  pension  for  his  serv¬ 
ices.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Indiana,  and  in  November,  1865, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls,  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa.  March  10,  1867,  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  McManus, 
widow  of  his  brother,  Otho  McManus. 
She  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
July  15,  1839,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  Rupp.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
McManus  have  been  born  three  children 
— George  H.,  attending  the  State  Normal 
school  at  Cedar  Falls;  Thomas  L.  and 
Oscar  J.,  at  home.  Mrs.  McManus  had 
two  children  by  her  first  marriage — Mary 
Alice,  wife  of  Stephen  P.  Hicks,  of  Chicago, 
and  Nettie,  who  died  aged  six  months. 
Mr.  McManus  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  commencing  on 
eighty  acres.  He  commenced  life  in  Iowa 
with  very  limited  means,  but  being  full  of 
energy  and  good  business  management  he 
has  been  prosperous  in  his  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  his  part  ol  the  township, 


containing  400  acres  of  land  with  as  good 
building  improvements  as  can  be  found  in 
his  neighborhood.  He  is  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  citizens  of  his  township  which  he 
has  served  very  acceptably  as  trustee,  and 
has  also  served  on  the  School  Board.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

- oH* 

aw 

^EiPP^OHN  BARKER  has  been  a  resi- 
||||K  dent  of  this  county  since  Decem- 
ber  1,  1861.  He  lived  at  Waterloo 
till  March,  1862,  when  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  sec- 
^  tion  16,  Lester  Township.  On  his  land 
a  small  log  cabin  had  been  erected,  and  a 
half  acre  of  land  broken  when  he  first  set¬ 
tled  on  it.  His  land  is  now  under  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  his  residence  is  comfortable  and 
commodious.  Mr.  Barker  was  born  in 
Essex  County,  New  York,  August  22,  1820, 
and  when  he  was  four  vears  old  his  parents, 
Samuel  and  Parmelia  (Henderson)  Barker, 
moved  to  Georgia,  Vermont,  then  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  three  years  later  removed  to 
Lower  Canada.  HiS  father  was  born  in 
England,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  ran  away 
from  his  home,  coming  to  America,  and 
was  married  in  Shelburne,  Vermont,  his 
wife  being  a  native  of  that  place.  He  died 
in  1836.  John  Barker  began  to  earn  his 
own  living  at  the  earlv  age  of  ten  years. 
He  was  married  in  Randolph,  Wisconsin, 
April  23,  1849,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Presba, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren — Frederick  G.,  born  February  9,  1850, 
died  in  Black  Hawk  County,  May  24,  1874, 
and  Alice  J.,  born  in  Wisconsin,  August 
23,  1854,  married  Thomas  Cams,  of  Lester 
Township,  and  has  three  children.  Mrs. 
Barker  was  born  in  Lower  Canada,  May  2, 
1821,  and  was  there  married  to  her  first 
husband,  John  Presba,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  who  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1848, 
leaving  four  children — William,  Ann, 
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Betsey  and  James  A.,  of  whom  William  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  Mrs.  Barker  is  a 
daughter  of  William  B.  and  Elizabeth  Cory, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  liv¬ 
ing  there  till  after  their  marriage  when 
they  removed  to  Lower  Canada.  Mr. 
Barker’s  Grandfather  Henderson  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was 
one  of  the  old  settlers  m  V ermont,  in  which 
State  he  resided  till  his  death.  In  politics 
Mr.  Barker  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served 
his  township  as  trustee  for  one  year,  and 
has  also  filled  the  office  of  school  director 
and  road  supervisor.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church. 


Se>- 


|  ATHANIEL  H.  DU  FOE, farmer, 
Cedar  Falls  Township,  was  born 
October  27,  1836,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  a  son  of  Alexander 
H.  and  Sophia  Du  Foe,  his  father 
being  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Charles 
Du  Foe,  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  but 
removed  to  Canandaigua,  New  York,  when 
it  was  but  a  hamlet.  Nathaniel  H.  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
State,  receiving  the  benefits  of  a  common- 
school  education.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  a  child,  and  at  an  early  age  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  In  May, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  at  Dowagiac, 
Michigan,  a  member  of  Company  E,  and 
shortly  after  was  commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant.  Their  company  was  the  first 
organized  in  Cass  County,  and  the  twenty- 
seventh  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  In  the 
following  June  this  company  was  accepted 
in  the  Douglas  Brigade,  which  was  then 
being  formed  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  this  bri¬ 
gade  consisting  mainly  of  men  who  had 
cast  their  first  vote  for  Stephen  A.  Doug¬ 
las  for  President,  and  were  known  as  the 
Forty-second  Illinois  Volunteers.  He  par¬ 


ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Island  No.  10, 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mis¬ 
sion  Ridge.  He  subsequently  re-enlisted 
as  a  veteran  and  took  part  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  many  other  battles  of  im¬ 
portance,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
May,  1864.  In  1865  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  following  year  set¬ 
tled  on  his  present  farm  near  Cedar  Falls, 
where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land 
under  good  cultivation.  January  1,  1865, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Beeson, 
daughter  of  Jesse  G.  and  Anna  Beeson, who 
were  pioneers  of  Cass  County,  Michigan, 
the  father  being  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the 
mother  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Du  Foe  have  two  children — Nellie  E.,  born 
October  5,  1871,  and  Rolla  N.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1873.  Mr.  Du  Foe  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
and  also  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public. 
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II  DWIN  RODENBERGER  was 
Jr  born  in  Lehigh  County,  Pennsyl- 
pi^a  vania,  December  31,  1837,  a  son 
of  John  and  Hannah  Rodenberger. 
To  his  parents  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren — Edwin,  Reuben,  Emma,  Ade¬ 
laide,  Henry  and  Wilman,  the  two  last 
mentioned  being  deceased.  When  nine 
years  old  our  subject  was  taken  by  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  the  father  died  in  1879.  Edwin 
Rodenberger  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the  com¬ 
mon  schools.  He  is  a  natural  mathemati¬ 
cian,  and  to  this  subject  has  devoted  con¬ 
siderable  time,  and  by  his  knowledge  of 
this  important  subject  he  has  become  very 
proficient  in  his  business,  that  of  surveying 
and  engineering.  Mr.  Rodenberger  was 
married  June  9,  1861,  to  Miss  Hannah  Mar¬ 
tin,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Martin, 
of  Wisconsin.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
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H/STOM'  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


with  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  the 
only  survivors — Eddie,  born  July  24,  1873* 
and  Frank,  born  August  11,  1875.  Mr. 
Rodenbergcr  was  elected  for  four  succes¬ 
sive  terms,  of  two  years  each,  surveyor 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  but  resigned  be¬ 
fore  completing  his  last  term.  1 1  is  duties 
in  this  capacity  were  performed  in  an  able 
and  efficient  manner,  gaining  for  him¬ 
self,  by  his  straight-forward  dealing,  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
since  1865,  when  he  settled  in  Cedar  Falls, 
lu  t he  fall  of  1880  he  removed  to  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he 
has  a  well-improved  farm  containing  170 
acres  of  valuable  land.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  served  his  district 
very  satisfactorily  as  school  director. 


UY  D.  LAWSON,  grain  merchant 
at  La  Porte  City,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  McHenry  County,  Illinois,  De¬ 
cember  15,  1839,  parents,  Toly 
and  Rachel  Lawson,  being  natives  of 
Norway.  He  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  and 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  began  learning 
the  miller’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  For  many  years  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain,  engag¬ 
ing  in  this  business  at  Woodstock,  Illinois, 
in  1865,  which  he  continued  at  that  place 
about  seven  years.  He  then  came  to  Water¬ 
loo,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  for 
nearly  a  year  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Gran¬ 
ger  Elevator  Company.  In  1873  he  came 
to  La  Porte  City,  since  which  he  has  been 
handling  grain  at  various  times,  part  of  the 
time  being  associated  in  business  with  a 
partner.  Mr.  Lawson  is  classed  among  the 
substantial  and  enterprising  businessmen  of 
La  Porte  City,  and  in  all  his  undertakings 
has  met  with  success.  Mr.  Lawson  was 


united  in  marriage  in  September,  1864,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Dufield,  of  Woodstock, 
Illinois.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  daughter — Carrie  B.,  born  September 
2,  1868,  who  is  at  present  attending  the 
Chicago,  Illinois,  Musical  College.  She 
possesses  many  accomplishments,  and  is  a 
general  favorite  in  society.  Politically  Mr. 
Lawson  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
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JOSEPH  K.  OREN,  farmer  and 
apiarist,  section  25,  Spring  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  York 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1833,  a  son 
of  John  and  Lydia  Oren.  He  com¬ 
menced  the  furniture  business  at 
Middletown,  Pennsylvania,  in  1855  ;  came 
West  in  1865  and  lived  in  Benton  County, 
Iowa,  about  thirteen  years,  removing  to 
Black  Hawk  County  in  1879.  He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  180  acres,  120  acres  being  in 
Spring  Creek  Township  and  sixty  acres  in 
Buchanan  County.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  bee  culture,  an  industry  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  about  thirty  years.  He  now  has 
about  160  stands,  his  bees  being  of  the  pure 
Italian  variety.  Mr.  Oren  was  married  in 
Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1858,  to 
Elizabeth  Rathvon,  who  was  born  in  1837, 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Rath¬ 
von.  The  founder  of  the  Rathvon  family 
in  America  came  from  Europe  between  the 
years  1736  and  1744.  John  Rathvon  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Miller,  and  their  son,  Michael, 
was  born  April  14,  1790,  and  May  26,  1811, 
married  Barbara  Alleman.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter  Mary  married  George  Etter,  and  their 
son  Jacob  married  Elizabeth  Roop.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oren  have  been  born  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Mary 
R.,  Charles  R.,  Blanchard  B.  and  Josephine 
E.  Mr.  Oren  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  one  term.  He  is  a  prominent 
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member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order.  He  is 
self-made,  his  entire  capital  when  he  began 
life  for  himself  consisting  of  $2,  and  his 
fine  property  has  been  acquired  by  indus¬ 
try  and  economy,  assisted  by  a  frugal  and 
careful  wife.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Spring  Creek  Township,  a  lib¬ 
eral  supporter  of  all  projects  that  promise 
benefit,  either  material  or  social,  to  his 
county. 


AMUEL  BERRY,  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  land-owners  in  Northern 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Canada  East, 
February  27,  1825,  a  son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Berry,  both  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  After  their  marriage 
his  parents  moved  to  Canada,  and  in  1847 
settled  in  Stephenson  County,  Illinois.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  that  county  in  1848, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Allard,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Canada  East.  They  have  two 
daughters — Sophia,  wife  of  M.  L.  Newton, 
of  La  Porte,  and  Anzeletta,  wife  of  Ezra  S. 
Newton.  A  son,  Albert,  died  in  1880,  aged 
twenty-three  years.  Mr.  Berry  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm  and  has  devoted  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  been 
very  successful  through  life  and  was  one 
the  leading  farmers  of  Northern  Illinois, 
owning  there  1,000  acres  of  improved  land 
which  he  sold  at  from  $65  to  $75  per  acre. 
He  then  invested  in  lands  in  Black  Hawk 
and  Tama  counties,  and  now  owns  about 
2,600  acres  of  land,  almost  all  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  After  his  marriage  he 
lived  in  Silver  Creek  Township,  Stephen¬ 
son  County,  Illinois,  until  he  settled  in  his 
present  home  on  section  24,  Eagle  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  since  April,  1876. 
His  home  farm  contains 400  acres,  iooacres 
of  which  is  located  on  section  19,  Big  Creek 
Township,  and  his  residence  and  farm  build¬ 
ings  are  among  the  best  in  the  township, 


he  having  expended  over  $16,000  on  his 
building  improvements.  His  property  in 
Eagle  Township  consists  of  1,740  acres,  be¬ 
sides  which  he  owns  460  acres  of  improved 
land  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Big  Creek  T ownship,  and  two  farms, contain¬ 
ing  120  and  180  acres  each,  in  Tama  County, 
Iowa.  Nine  of  his  farms  have  residences 
and  are  occupied  by  tenants.  Mr.  Berry 
devotes  considerable  time  to  stock  raising, 
and  is  turning  all  his  farms  to  that  purpose. 
He  now  owns  about  200  head  of  cattle  and 
forty  horses.  His  son-in-law,  EzraS.  New¬ 
ton,  is  in  partnership  with  him  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  property,  in  which  he  takes 
an  active  interest,  the  management  having 
devolved  largely  on  him.  On  the  home 
farm  is  a  syrup  factory,  which  is  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Newton  brothers,  E. 
S.  and  M.  L.  Newton,  and  during  the  sea¬ 
son  of  1885  they  manufactured  2,000  pounds 
of  an  excellent  quality  of  sugar  from  amber 
cane,  and  3,200  gallons  of  syrup.  There  is 
also  a  creamer)7  on  his  farm,  although  not 
operated  by  him.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Ber¬ 
ry  both  died  in  Stephenson  County,  Illinois. 
He  has  a  brother,  Daniel  Berry,  living  near 
him,  a  resident  of  Big  Creek  Township. 
In  early  life  Mr.  Berry  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  has  been  a  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  that  party  and  has  never 
missed  voting  at  any  election. 
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ON.  GEORGE  W.  HAYZLETT 
was  born  February  16,  1837,  in 
Hancock  County,  Indiana,  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Hayzlett,  who 
were  natives  of  Virginia.  His  par¬ 
ents  settled  in  Hancock  County,  In¬ 
diana,  about  1830,  residing  there  till  1851, 
when  they  settled  in  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
on  a  farm  near  Mount  Vernon,  the  father 
being  in  his  eighty-fourth  year  and  the 
mother  eighty-six  years  of  age.  Of  the 
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HIS  TORT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTT. 


six  children  born  to  them  four  are  living — 
John  G.,  William  1 1.,  George  W.  and  Osca, 
wife  of  Rev.  C.  A.  Mown.  Our  subject  re¬ 
ceived  a  moderate  education,  and  in  his 
nineteenth  year  began  clerking  in  a  mer¬ 
cantile  store  at  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa.  In 
his  t went v-t bird  year  he  became  associated 
with  A.  P.  Risley,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Risley  &  Hayzlett  about  one  year.  He 
then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count,  which  he  continued  at  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  till  1859  when  he  came  to  La  Porte 
City,  Black  Hawk  County.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  same  business  at  this  place 
alone  for  four  years,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Jasper  Parks,  the  firm  of 
Hayzlett  &  Parks  continuing  until  1871, 
when  Mr.  Hayzlett  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  post¬ 
master  of  La  Porte,  serving  as  such  till 
1873,  when  he  resigned.  In  the  fall  of  1873 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  assuming  the  duties  of  that  office 
in  January,  1874,  which  position  he  filled 
for  five  terms  of  two  years  each,  declining 
the  next  election.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1883  to  represent 
Black  Hawk  County  in  the  Twentieth 
General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  and  is  serving 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
councilmen  of  La  Porte  City,  and  at  pres 
ent  is  holding  the  same  position.  He 
served  for  one  term  under  the  old  regime 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors.  September  23,  1857,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Wain,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Elijah  D.  and  Mary  J.  Wain,  who 
were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  they 
settling  among  the  Indians  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Hayzlett  was  reared  to 
maturity.  Her  father  represented  Linn 
County  in  the  First  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,  held  at  Des  Moines  in 
1858.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayzlett  have  been 


born  four  children — Charles  A.,  at  home  ; 
Paris  L.,  an  attorney  at  La  Porte  City ; 
John  G.,  married  and  farming,  and  Ernest 
E.,  a  telegraph  operator  at  Cedar  Rapids. 
Mr.  Hayzlett  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  every  enterprise  which  he  deems 
for  the  good  of  his  county.  He  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  devoting  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  has  a  valuable  farm  of  148 
acres  near  La  Porte  City.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican. 


ARVIN  WALTS  was  born  in 
Herkimer  County,  New  York, 
March  20,  1839,  and  *s  a  son  °f 
Michael  and  Mary  M.  Walts,  his 
parents  being  natives  of  New  York 
State  and  of  German  descent.  His 
father  lived  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1858,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  mother  is 
still  living  in  her  native  State,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  Marvin 
Walts,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  a  farm  and  has  made  farming  his  prin¬ 
cipal  avocation  through  life.  He  became 
a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  1868,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  on  which  but  few  improvements  had 
been  made,  only  a  few  acres  having  been 
broken  and  a  small  shanty  erected.  This 
farm,  which  is  located  on  section  27,  Big 
Creek  Township,  has  all  been  brought  un¬ 
der  a  high  state  of  cultivation  by  the  untir¬ 
ing  industry  of  Mr.  Walts,  and  the  primi¬ 
tive  dwelling  has  given  place  to  his 
present  commodious  residence,  where  he  is 
surrounded  with  all  the  necessary  comforts 
of  life.  Mr.  Walts  also  owns  a  house  and 
lot  in  La  Porte  City.  He  was  married  in 
Jefferson  County,  New  York,  in  i860,  to 
Miss  Martha  Busier,  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  December  1,  1840,  a  daughter  of  Pe¬ 
ter  and  Margaret  Busier,  who  were  natives 
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of  the  same  State.  Mr.  Waits’s  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  for  his 
services  his  mother  now  draws  a  pension. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walts  of  whom  three  are  living- — Nel¬ 
lie,  Fred  and  John.  A  son,  Milton,  is  de¬ 
ceased. 


f  HO  MAS  L.  MAYES,  an  old  and 
respected  citizen  of  Big  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Mifflin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  9, 
1809,  his  parents,  James  and  Rebecca 
Mayes,  being  natives  of  the  same 
Of  the  five  children  born  to  his 
parents  only  two  are  now  living — Thomas 
L.  and  William.  Thomas  L.  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  receiving  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  first 
married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Rebecca  Arm¬ 
strong,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  of 
whom  only  one  survives — Anna,  now  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Cascaden,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Mayes  married  his  second  wife 
in  Ohio,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Pat¬ 
terson,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  four 
children — William  P.;  Jennie  R.,  wife  of 
George  Knowles,  of  Colorado;  John  B., 
married  Jennie  M.  Marietta,  and  Matthew. 
Mr.  Mayes  was  again  united  in  marriage 
in  Ohio,  taking  for  his  present  wife  Cather¬ 
ine  Lafferty,  of  Miami  County,  that  State, 
and  of  the  three  children  born  to  this  union 
only  one  is  living — a  daughter,  Mary.  Mr 
Mayes  lived  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  for 
several  years,  and  in  1859  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Big 
Creek  Township,  where  he  still  resides,  his 
home  farm  containing  160  acres  of  choice 
land  under  good  cultivation.  He  is  one  of 
the  self-made  men  of  Black  Hawk  Countv, 
commencing  life  on  his  own  account  with¬ 
out  any  capital.  His  large  and  valuable 
property  has  been  earned  by  hard  labor, 
frugality  and  fair  dealing,  most  of  his  prop- 

4‘4 


erty  having  been  given  to  his  children,  he 
retaining  the  homestead.  He  has  served 
his  township  very  acceptably  in  several 
official  trusts,  holding  the  office  of  assessor, 
road  supervisor  and  school  director.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  he  has  been  elder  since  its  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  place.  Mr.  Mayes  could  not 
think  of  raising  his  family  out  of  a  church, 
consequently  he  was  the  founder  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  La  Porte 
City,  and  has  been  liberal  beyond  his 
means  toward  its  support. 
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WOt  EORGE  B.  BIRDSALL,  section 
20,  East  Waterloo  Township,  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  New 
A, (A  York,  September  21,  1836,  a  son  of 
Nathan  Birdsall,  a  native  of  Dutch¬ 
ess  County,  New  York.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  grandfather,  Nathan  Birdsall,  was  an 
engineer  and  captain  under  General  Wash¬ 
ington  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
family  were  originally  Quakers  in  religious 
belief.  George  B.  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
his  father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
district  schools  in  his  native  county  and 
later  attended  the  Sauquoit  Academy,  of 
Oneida  County.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  began  teaching  school,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  several  terms  during  the  winter 
months.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  enlisting  in  Company  H,  Fifteenth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  the  front 
and  later  to  fight  against  the  Indians,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  the  fall  of  1865.  After 
being  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Black 
Hawk  County  and  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  has  now  102  acres  of  choice 
land,  all  the  improvements  on  the  farm 
having  been  made  by  Mr.  Birdsall.  He 
was  married  in  the  year  1870  to  Miss  Anna 
M.  Caffrey,  a  native  of  Canada  East,  she 
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having  come  to  Black  Hawk  County  in 
1868.  They  have  three  children — Willis 
G.,  Mary  L.  and  Alice  M.  Mrs.  Birdsall 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr. 
Birdsall  commenced  life  on  limited  means, 
but  has  ever  been  an  industrious  man,  and 
in  all  his  farming  operations  has  been  fairly 
successful. 
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ALVIN  W.  EIGHMEY,  one  of 
_  __  t he  pioneer  settlers  of  Eagle 
Township,  residing  on  section 
10,  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, 
yjr  New  Y  ork,  October  11,  1831,  his 
parents,  Leman  A.  and  Chloe  (Bar- 
rass)  Eighmey,  being  born,  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  same  State.  Calvin  W.  was 
reared  in  his  native  county  till  sixteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  came  to  Dubuque  County, 
Iowa,  with  his  parents,  where  his  father 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Rock  Dale. 
In  1868  his  parents  settled  on  section  10, 
Eagle  Township,  Black  Hawk  County, 
where  the  father  died  April  14,  1872,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  He  was  born  and  married 
near  Saratoga,  New  York.  His  widow  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  New  York,  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1810,  and  is  now  living  on  the  home¬ 
stead  on  section  10,  Eagle  Township,  with 
her  son  Orson.  Her  sons  Hiram,  Parley, 
Orson,  and  Calvin  W.  have  made  homes  in 
Eagle  Township,  and  are  all  prosperous 
farmers.  Her  son  Charles  is  a  banker  at 
Dubuque.  Of  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Helen 
Taggart  lives  in  Eagle  Township;  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  Conrad  lives  in  Lewis,  Cass 
County,  Iowa;  and  Mrs.  Nettie  Coles  re¬ 
sides  in  Kansas.  When  a  young  man  our 
subject  began  working  in  the  lead  mines 
at  and  near  Dubuque,  which  he  followed 
for  years.  In  1853  he  went  to  La  Salle 
County,  Illinois,  remaining  there  about 
one  year.  He  was  married  in  that  county 
April  19,  1854,  to  Catherine  A.  Penney, 
a  native  of  Germany,  born  October  20, 


1834,  coming  to  the  United  States  when 
about  eleven  years  of  age.  Of  the  five 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eighmey 
four  are  living — William,  a  merchant  at 
Hudson,  Iowa;  Nettie,  wife  of  Henry  Mil¬ 
ler,  of  Lincoln  Township;  Frank,  cashier 
of  a  bank  at  Dell  Rapids,  Dakota,  and 
Charles,  at  home.  Jessie,  the  youngest 
child,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  in 
April,  1876.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eighmey 
settled  on  their  present  farm  it  consisted  of 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land.  He  has 
now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township, 
containing  160  acres,  his  building  improve¬ 
ments  being  noticeably  good.  In  politics 
Mr.  Eighmey  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  thirty 
years.  He  has  held  many  official  trusts  in  his 
township,  always  proving  himself  capa¬ 
ble  and  trustworthy.  No  man  in  Eagle 
Township  has  lived  a  more  honorable  life, 
and  none  more  fully  enjoys  the  respect,  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  than  C. 
W.  Eighmey.  Mrs.  Eighmey’s  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  Penney,  settled  in  La 
Salle  County,  Illinois,  in  the  year  1845,  com¬ 
ing  to  Eagle  Township  in  1857,  where  the 
father  died  in  1870.  The  mother  is  still  a 
resident  of  Eagle  Township,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  William. 
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ILLIAM  HEATH  was  born  in 
Caledonia  County,  Vermont,  a 
son  of  John  and  Ruth  Heath, 
natives  of  New  England.  His  par¬ 
ents  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  six  still  survive — William, 
Levi,  Phineas  C.,  Martha,  Quincey  and 
Rodolphus  C.  William  Heath  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm,  his  education  being 
received  in  a  district  school.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  his  native  State,  February  4,  1841, 
to  Elvira  Lowell,  now  deceased,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Esther  Lowell.  To  this  union 
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were  born  six  children — Simon,  Lucius, 
Mary,  Jennie,  Charles  and  Elvira.  Jennie 
and  Charles  are  deceased.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Heath  married  Mrs.  Harriet  Par¬ 
ker,  of  Canada,  June  i,  1865.  Mr.  Heath 
left  Vermont  in  his  twenty-ninth  year  and 
for  twenty  years  followed  farming  in  Co¬ 
lumbia  County,  Wisconsin.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa  and  for 
years  resided  in  Delaware  County.  He 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County  in  the  fall  of 
1878  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  La 
Porte  City.  Mr.  Heath  started  in  life  with¬ 
out  means,  and  although  he  has  met  with 
reverses  in  business,  he  has  acquired  a  com¬ 
petency  for  his  old  age,  and  is  now  living 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  fruits  of  a  life  spent  in  honest  toil. 
He  is  an  enterprising  citizen  and  is  a  liber¬ 
al  supporter  of  the  church,  school,  rail¬ 
roads,  and  all  enterprises  for  the  advance 
ment  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  casts  his 
suffrage  with  the  Republican  party. 
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M.  ASHLEY,  farmer,  section  16, 
Spring  Creek  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
born  August  7,  1858,  a  son  of  N.  F. 
and  Elmina  Ashley,  pioneers  of  this 
county,  coming  here  in  1853,  and  lo¬ 
cating  on  section  17,  Spring  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  where  they  still  live.  Our  subject  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  also  attended  the  high  school 
at  Waterloo  one  term,  and  .Tilford  Acad¬ 
emy,  Vinton,  Iowa.  He  has  always  given 
his  attention  to  agriculture  and  is  one  of 
the  prosperous  young  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  has  a  good  farm  of  fifty-two  acres 
which  is  well  cultivated,  and  his  residence 
and  farm  buildings  are  commodious  and 
convenient.  Mr.  Ashley  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1879,  to  Ida  Harmon,  a  native  of 
Black  Havvk  County,  born  April  2,  1861, 


daughter  of  William  N.  and  C.  E.  Harmon, 
pioneers  of  this  county,  but  now  residents 
of  Centerville,  Dakota.  They  have  two 
children — Roy  E.  and  Tina  J.  When  but 
twenty-two  years  of  age  Mr.  Ashley  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  two 
terms.  He  has  also  served  as  clerk  of  his 
township,  and  in  his  official  relations  has 
given  perfect  satisfaction  to  his  constitu¬ 
ents.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  man, 
and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him. 
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gfffROF.  MARTIN  L.  NEWTON, 
I  civil  engineer,  La  Porte  City, 
and  one  of  the  representative  cit- 
ytT  izens  of  Black  Hawk  County,  was 
jbiy  born  inStephenson  County,  Illinois, 
May  27,  1851.  His  parents,  Seth  and 

Anna  M.  Newton,  were  natives  of  Lower 
Canada,  of  New  England  descent,  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Stephenson 
County,  Illinois,  having  settled  there  in 
1847.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  county,  and  in  1870,  graduated 
from  the  Freeport  High  School.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1871  entered  the  Michigan  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where 
he  took  a  four-year  course  in  civil  engineer- 
ingjgraduatingfrom  that  institution  in  June, 
1875.  In  1876  he  came  to  La  Porte,  Iowa, 
and  the  two  years  following  was  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  this  place,  and  later 
held  the  same  position  for  one  and  a  half 
years.  October  25,  1876,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sophia  Berry,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Berry,  of  Black  Hawk  County. 
Of  the  two  children  born  to  this  union  but 
one  daughter,  Georgia,  is  living.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Newton  was  elected  surveyor  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  and  served  two  terms, 
having  been  appointed  one  term  to  fill  a  va¬ 
cancy.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  assessor  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  has 
since  held  that  position.  For  four  years  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  was  always  wise 
and  just  in  his  decisions.  In  connection 
with  his  duties  as  civil  engineer  he  attends 
to  the  duties  of  a  notary  public.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


dtr* 


44 

♦ 

4  ♦ 

♦  4 
44 
44 

♦'  ♦' 

.... 

... 

.... 

*Ti 

.... 

.... 

... 

.... 

«»j 

.  . .  . 

44 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

i 

.... 
kTi 

.... 

.... 

'4'» 

.... 

kTi 

.... 

?5 

44 

V  4  ¥  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4'  4  4 4  4 4 4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  < 

i”  »T4  k“<  k~4  k»j  kTi  kTi  k^i  kTi  k”i  kT«  k~4  k.”^  kT/  kT<  kTj  k»i  kTj  k”i  k~i  k”i  kTj  »^4  k 

4”  - - - - - - - - - - 

k»4k 


HISTORY  OF  BLACK  IIAWK  COUNTY 


3>000£ 


HRI  ST  IAN  SCH 1LD  MEIER, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Spring 
Creek  Township,  lives  on  section 
f  [5  3,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  and 

440  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  is  a 
1  native  of  Germany,  but  when  a 
young  man  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizens  of  Black  Hawk  County. 
He  was  married  in  this  county  in  i860  to 
Christine  Harting,  also  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many.  They  have  eight  children — Chris¬ 
tian,  Charles,  William,  Christine,  Emma, 
Matilda,  Sophie  and  Anton.  They  are 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 


^OLLIN  WELLS,  a  farmer  and 

stock-raiser,  section  4,  Spring 

Creek  Township,  was  born  in 

„  ...  Ohio,  November  18,  1844,  a  son  of 
\°\ 

Caleb  and  Nancy  Wells,  his  father 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  his 
mother  of  Ohio.  His  parents  removed  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1857,  and 
settled  in  Spring  Creek  Township,  and 
here  the  father  died  in  1868,  aged  sixty-two 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  Their  family  consisted 
of  nine  children — Elizabeth,  Rosanna, 
Polly,  Cornelia,  Simon,  Allanus,  Orlando, 
Henry  and  Rollin.  Our  subject  remained 
with  his  parents  till  twenty  years  of  age, 
when,  in  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 


Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  served  a  little 
more  than  a  year,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  being  on  the  plains.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  1865. 
I  le  then  returned  home  and  has  since  fol¬ 
lowed  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
He  has  a  good  farm  of  208  acres,  with  a 
pleasant  residence  and  good  farm  buildings. 
His  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  rely  on  himself  when 
he  started  in  life,  but  his  natural  ability 
and  good  management  have  made  him  one 
of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  township,  and 
he  is  now  a  prominent  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen.  He  was  married  at  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  in  1867,  to  Clara  E.  Smith,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1850,  a  daughter 
of  Mahlon  and  Christina  Smith.  They 
have  a  family  of  six  children — Henry, 
George,  Harley,  Onie,  Simon  and  Frank. 


IDMOND  SAWYER,  retired 
farmer,  was  born  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  March  15,  1804,  a  son  of 
Wilson  and  Penelope  Sawyer,  both 
X  natives  of  North  Carolina,  where 
they  spent  their  lives.  In  1852  Mr. 
Sawyer  came  to  Iowa  and  entered  150 
acres  of  wild  land  on  section  7,  Spring 
Creek  Township,  Black  Creek  County,  on 
which  there  was  no  improvement  save  a 
little  log  cabin.  His  market  and  mill  were 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  it  taking  him  three  or 
four  days  to  make  the  trip.  He  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  county  since 
his  settlement,  and  has  assisted  materially 
in  advancing  all  enterprises  that  promised 
to  progress  its  interests.  He  has  seen 
Black  Hawk  change  from  a  wild  tract  of 
land  to"  a  country  of  fine  farms  and  pros¬ 
perous  villages.  The  first  school-house  in 
the  township  was  built  near  his  home,  the 
children  prior  to  this  attending  school  at  pri¬ 
vate  houses.  Mr.  Sawyer’s  farm  is  now  all 
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under  cultivation  and  his  residence  and 
other  improvements  are  among  the  best  in 
the  township.  In  addition  to  his  homestead 
of  150  acres  he  has  forty-five  acres  of  val¬ 
uable  land  on  another  section.  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  married  in  North  Carolina  to  Mary 
Williams,  who  died  in  1843.  They  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living — Mary  A.,  Isaac,  Martha,  Elizabeth, 
Edmond,  Jr.,  Lucinda  and  George  W. 
The  deceased  are — Wilson,  Lorenzo,  and 
Demanus;  the  latter  was  killed  when  in  the 
service  of  his  country  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  He  was  a  second  time  married, 
in  1847,  to  Mary  Wininger,  a  native  of  In¬ 
diana,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren — Maria,  wife  of  William  Rice;  John 
A.,  of  Oregon,  and  Nancy  Gilley,  of  Wa¬ 
terloo.  His  wife  died  in  1853,  and  in  1856 
he  married  Elizabeth  Findley,  daughter  of 
John  and  Martha  Findley.  In  politics  Mr. 
Sawyer  was  originally  a  Democrat,  but  now 
casts  his  suffrage  irrespective  of  party. 


I^NDREW  MOORE,  farmer,  sec- 
}  tion  30,  Big  Creek  Township, 
^  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Michigan,  September  23, 1833,  a  son 
of  Charles  and  Harriet  (Young) 
Moore,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Connecticut,  respectively.  His  parents  now 
live  in  Michigan,  his  father  aged  eighty- 
seven  and  his  mother  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  has  always 
devoted  his  attention  to  that  industry,  at 
which  he  has  met  with  success,  owing  to 
his  industry  and  close  attention  to  his  busi¬ 
ness.  His  fine  farm  of  200  acres  was  a  wild, 
uncultivated  tract  when  he  bought  it,  but 
is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town¬ 
ship  and  is  valued  at  $40  an  acre.  Mr. 
Moore  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
Michigan,  in  1861,  to  Jane  Edwards,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1835.  She  died 


in  1864  leaving  three  children — Samuel 
W.,  Joseph  M.  and  Eva  C.  In  1870  Mr. 
Moore  married  Lavina  Yore,  who  was  born 
in  Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  in  1843. 
They  have  four  children — Harriet  M.,  Jes¬ 
sie  M.,  John  H.  and  Frederick  G.  Mr. 
Moore  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 


MON  EMMERT,  deceased, 
was  one  of  the  progressive  and 
substantial  farmers  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  in¬ 
tegrity,  perfectly  honorable  and  up¬ 
right  in  all  his  dealings,  and  was 
respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. who  admired  his  many  manly 
qualities,  and  genial,  social  manners.  He 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  January  7,  1821,  a 
son  of  John  Emmert,  and  was  married  in 
his  native  State,  in  Somerset  County,  in 
1843,  to  Mattie  Kring.  He  came  West  to 
Illinois  in  1866,  and  thence  in  1868  to  Iowa, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  in  Big  Creek 
Township,  where  his  family  now  reside. 
He  died  November  20,  1881.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  family  by  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  consisting  of  the  following  children — 
Lizzie,  born  December  11,  1845,  now  lives 
in  Nebraska;  Lucy,  born  August  18,  1847, 
lives  in  Benton  County,  Iowa;  John,  born 
November  28,  1848,  of  Nebraska;  David, 
born  May  31,  1851,  of  Iowa;  Mary,  born 
April  11,  1853,  lives  in  Illinois;  Susan,  born 
June  29,  1854,  lives  in  Pennsylvania;  So¬ 
phie,  born  November  8,  1857,  lives  in  Ohio; 
George,  born  February  11,  1859,  was  stab" 
bed  and  killed  February  7,  1875,  just  as  he 
was  leaving  church;  Hattie,  born  May  17, 
i860,  lives  in  Nebraska;  Ida,  born  January 
7,  1862,  lives  in  Nebraska,  and  Wesley, 
born  June  13,  1866.  His  second  wife,  to 
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whom  he  was  married  in  1872,  was  Rose 
McDowell,  born  in  1841,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  (Roberts)  McDowell.  To 
them  were  born  four  children — An  infant, 
born  September  27,  1873,  died  November 
5,  following;  Edwin,  born  September  25, 
1874;  Arthur,  born  May  12,  1878  ;  and  Mil¬ 
ler,  June  22,  1881.  Mrs.  Emmert  has  charge 
ol  the  homestead,  Wesley  making  his  home 
with  her. 

'VW* 

HRISTIAN  GOOD  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Tennessee,  De¬ 
cember  23,  1826,  a  son  of  John 
Jll5  and  Susannah  (Smeltzer)  Good,  his 
father  being  a  native  of  Virginia, 
i  and  his  mother  of  Tennessee,  both 
of  German  extraction.  His  parents  immi¬ 
grated  from  Tennessee  to  Boone  County, 
Indiana,  a  half  a  century  ago,  living  in  that 
county  till  their  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  Chris¬ 
tian  was  the  eighth  child.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Boone  County  in  1846,  to  Charity 
Cotton,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1826, 
a  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Mary  Cotton,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Virginia,  of  English, 
Dutch  and  Welsh  extraction.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Good  have  had  eleven  children  born 
to  them — John  C.,  living  in  Cherokee 
County,  this  State;  William  A.,  of  La- 
Porte  City  ;  Noah  P.,  living  in  this  county; 
Irenius  C.,  of  Benton  County,  Iowa;  Mar¬ 
tha  A.,  Eve  R.,  Allie  I.,  Handy  O.,  Isaac 
N.,  and  Francis  M.  at  home.  Mr.  Good 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county, 
coming  here  when  Indians  and  wild  ani¬ 
mals  were  the  principal  inhabitants,  and 
ha^  witnessed  the  many  changes  which 
have  taken  place  since  that  early  day.  He 
was  the  first  settler  of  Big  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  La  Porte  City,  and  built  the  first 
school-house  in  Big  Creek  Township.  He 
was  also  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  of 
his  township.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 


Evangelical  Lutheran  denomination  for 
several  years,  but  has  retired  from  the 
ministry,  and  is  now  living  on  section  29, 
Big  Creek  Township,  where  he  lias  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land.  Of  late  years  Mr.  Good 
has  been  quite  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 
He  is  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  his 
township. 


AMUEL  HALLMAN,  farmer  and 

Oj  *  * 

stock-raiser,  section  13,  Barclay 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  October  14, 
1833,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Hannah 
Hallman,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  German  descent.  His  father  died  in 
December,  1863,  aged  fifty-five  years,  and 
the  mother  is  living  in  Pennsylvania,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  his  native  State.  When  fourteen  years 
of  age  he  began  working  for  his  own  main¬ 
tenance,  and  worked  for  wages  till  twenty 
years  old.  He  had  been  prudent  and  saved 
his  earnings,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
was  able  to  begin  work  for  himself.  He 
remained  in  his  native  State  till  1865,  when 
he  came  West  and  lived  in  Naperville,  Illi¬ 
nois,  a  year.  In  1866  he  came  to  Iowa,  and 
bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  for  which  he  paid  $19  an  acre.  He 
has  added  to  his  first  purchase  till  he  now 
owns  450  acres  of  choice  land,  all  under  cul¬ 
tivation.  A  poor  boy  when  he  commenced 
life,  Mr.  Hallman  has  by  perseverance,  in¬ 
dustry  and  frugality  accumulated  a  large 
property,  and  is  now  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  Barclay  Township.  He  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  and  influential  citizen,  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  advancing  many  projects 
of  material  interest  to  his  township.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  supervisor  of  Barclay 
Township.  He  was  married  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  23,  1856,  to  Catherine 
Hauser,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  born 
April  24,  1829.  They  have  a  family  of  four 
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children — Elamanda  O.,  wife  of  Frank 
Lauer  ;  Victor,  Milton,  and  Elanora  O.,  wife 
of  John  Walker.  Victor  graduated  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1886,  from  the  Chicago  Homeopathic 
Medical  College.  He  married  Ida  Bickert. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hallman  is  a  Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  church. 


^ - <* 


fEV.  GOTTLOB  GROSSMAN, 
pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  of  Fox  Township,  is  a 


young  man  of  promise  in  his  church 
and  profession.  He  is  a  native  of 
Iowa,  born  in  Clayton  County,  a 
son  of  George  and  Nancy  Grossman,  the 
former  being  first  professor  in  the  German 
College  at  Waverly.  He  is  well  educated, 
completing  his  studies  at  Mendota,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  from  1875  till  1881.  He  has 
for  four  years  been  pastor  of  the  Fox 
Township  church,  his  residence  being  on 
section  35.  He  was  married  in  Waverly, 
Iowa,  in  1882,  to  Anna  Kaufman,  who  was 
born  near  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1862. 
They  have  three  children — Cordelia,  Ar¬ 
thur  and  Rosa. 

-t - - 1- 


*LBERT  F.  RAYMOND,  farmer 
f  and  stock-raiser,  of  Cedar  Falls 


Township,  was  born  in  Fond  Du 
Lac  County,  Wisconsin,  April  17, 
1852.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
with  his  parents,  Fbenezer  and  Sarah  Ray¬ 
mond.  Here  the  father  bought  a  farm  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  8,  Cedar  Falls  Township, 
on  which  he  settled  with  his  family.  Of 
the  four  children  born  to  Ebenezer  Ray¬ 
mond  and  his  wife  three  are  yet  living — 
Albert  F.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  ; 
Hattie  and  Ada.  Albert  F.  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  his  father  being  a 


farmer  by  occupation.  He  completed  his 
education  at  the  Cedar  Falls  High  School, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  for  a  short  time. 
April  10,  1879,  Mr.  Raymond  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Susan  Smith,  daughter  of  Nel¬ 
son  W.  and  Olive  Smith,  of  Cedar  Falls 
Township.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union — Effie  M.,  born  February  14, 
1880;  Ross  L.,  born  October  5,  1881,  and 
Mertie  B.,  born  December  23,  1884.  Mr. 
Raymond  is  an  active,  enterprising  citizen, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  township,  and  also  in  educational  mat¬ 
ters,  having  served  as  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  Pleasant  Valley  School  District, 
and  for  two  terms  was  assessor  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  of  eighty  acres.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 


"TWnDREW  CLARK,  one  of  the  pio- 
Jr  neers  of  Black  Hawk  County,  re- 
^  sides  on  section  22,  Spring  Creek 
Township,  where  he  owns  700  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  was  born  in 
Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  No¬ 
vember  13,  1836,  a  son  of  John  and  Barbara 
Clark,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
1852  his  parents  moved  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  one  mile  east  of 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  His  father 
entered  large  tracts  of  land  and  left  his 
family  in  good  circumstances.  He  died 
July  28,  1877,  and  his  widow  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  youngest  son,  William. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children — 
Simon,  George,  Henry,  Mrs.  Teeter,  An¬ 
drew,  Mrs.  Howrey,  Lewis  and  William. 
Andrew  Clark  was  reared  a  farmer,  re¬ 
ceiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common- 
schools.  He  was  married  September  4, 
1857,  to  Sarah  A.  Masters,  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Masters,  her  mother  deceased,  but  her  fa- 
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ther  living  in  Central  City,  Iowa.  Of  the 
three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
hut  two  are  living — Minerva  L.,  wife  of 
Edward  Haymond,  and  Lizzie  J.  Elliott 
is  deceased.  In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  a 
Democrat.  I  Ie  has  served  his  township  as 
school  director  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church. 


/ 


^ESSE  WASSON,  M.  D.— To  the 
faithful,  skilled  and  successful 
labors  of  Dr.  Wasson  too  high  a 
JjEr  tribute  cannot  be  paid.  Forty-five 
years’  experience  as  a  practitioner 
*P  have  given  him  a  reputation  of  which 
any  man  might  well  be  proud.  Through 
all  these  years  he  has  been  devoted  to  his 
profession,  and  day  and  night  has  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  calls  of  the  sick,  bringing  to 
their  bedside  a  knowledge  of  disease,  that 
was  the  result  of  close  study  and  experi¬ 
ence.  His  friends  feared  lest  his  arduous 
duties  should  undermine  his  own  health, 
but  his  strong  constitution  and  observance 
of  sanitary  laws  enabled  him  to  live  to  en¬ 
joy  the  highest  walks  to  be  obtained  in  the 
medical  profession.  Dr.  Wasson  was  born 
in  Richmond,  Indiana,  October  22,  1821,  a 
son  of  Jehieland  Lydia  Wasson,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  He  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  La  Porte,  Indiana,  whither  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  when  he  was  thirteen  years  of 
age.  He  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  his  youth,  and  in  1844  entered 
the  Indiana  Medical  College,  at  La  Porte, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  February, 
1847.  Soon  after  his  graduation,  he  located 
in  N  ew  Buffalo,  Michigan,  where  for  a 
time  he  practiced  his  profession,  and  then 
returned  to  La  Porte,  where  he  remained 
until  1853.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Vinton, 
Benton  County.  In  1855  he  came  to  Black 


Hawk  County,  and  bought  twenty  acres  of 
land,  a  part  of  which  is  now  the  site  of  La 
Porte  City,  and  the  same  year  surveyed 
and  laid  out  the  town,  naming  it  in  honor 
of  his  old  home  in  Indiana.  For  the  first 
few  years  after  coming  to  the  county  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  medical  practice,  ex-Gov- 
ernor  B.  R.  Sherman,  then  a  young  man  in 
his  employ,  conducting  the  business.  He 
was  the  first  physician  to  locate  in  his  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county,  and  soon  built  up  a  good 
practice,  which  gradually  increased  as  the 
country  grew,  and  his  skill  became  known. 
Since  1870  he  has  devoted  considerable  at¬ 
tention  to  journalism,  being  the  editor  of 
the  Progress ,  a  paper  devoted  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  town  and  county.  In  1880,  he 
with  G.  W.  Hayzlett,  bought  the  buildings 
and  started  a  cheese  factory  and  creamery, 
of  which  he  became  sole  owner  in  1884. 
Asa  citizen,  Dr.  Wasson  has  always  been 
foremost  in  enterprises  that  have  had  for 
their  object  the  bettering  of  the  condition 
of  the  people  by  advancing  their  public 
and  private  interests,  and  La  Porte  City 
would  have  been  far  in  advance  of  what  it 
now  is  if  more  had  been  as  diligent  and 
liberal  as  he  in  the  use  of  their  time  and 
means  for  its  improvement.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Thirteenth  General  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  by  his  untir¬ 
ing  efforts  secured  for  La  Porte  City, 
through  the  Legislature,  the  first  conven¬ 
ient  postal  facilities.  He  was  the  first  post¬ 
master  appointed  at  La  Porte,  serving  from 
1855  till  i860,  and  was  also  the  first  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  has  served  as  mayor  of 
La  Porte  City  four  years  and  has  served 
several  terms  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Black  Hawk  County,  and  is  an  untiring 
worker  in  all  interests  of  benefit  to  the 
county  at  large,  his  zeal  not  being  confined 
alone  to  the  city  where  he  resides.  He  is 
at  present  interested  in  the  building  of  a 
railroad,  and  is  one  of  its  leading  promoters, 
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as  it  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  city  of 
La  Porte,  which  it  is  hoped  it  will  reachat 
no  distant  day.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that 
not  alone  as  a  skilled  physician  is  Dr.  Was¬ 
son  esteemed,  but  his  unselfish,  noble  char¬ 
acter  and  liberal  public-spiritedness  have 
endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  all,  and  long 
after  his  form  has  ceased  to  be  seen  on  our 
streets  and  his  voice  heard  in  our  homes 
will  his  memory  be  green  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  have  loved  and  honored  him. 
Dr.  Wasson  enlisted  in  September,  1862, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Thirty-second  Iowa 
Infantry  as  its  Assistant  Surgeon.  He  served 
in  this  capacity  nine  months,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  Surgeon  of  the  Ninth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  served  until  February,  1865, 
when  on  account  of  physical  disability  he 
was  obliged  to  resign.  He  is  now  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  an  organization  in  which  he  is 
much  interested.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a  staunch  Democrat.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Trowel  Lodge, 
No.  216.  Dr.  Wasson  was  married  May 
31,  1855,  to  Junia  Haun,  of  Benton  County, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living — Buren  S.,  Jesse 
G.,  George  H.  and  Maud. 


HOMAS  EDWARDS,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  20,  Big  Creek 
“  Township,  was  born  in  Lycoming 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  2, 
1822,  a  son  of  Everett  and  Anna 
(White)  Edwards.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  State,  and  there  married, 
in  1850,  to  Sarah  Haffer,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1830.  In  1870  they  went 
to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Black  Hawk  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  now  have  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Big  Creek  Township,  containing  160  acres, 
valued  at  $40  an  acre.  His  residence  and 

farm  buildings  are  commodious  and  con- 
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venient,  and  his  farm  shows  the  result  of 
having  a  thrifty  and  energetic  owner.  Mr. 
Edwards  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
benefit  of  his  community,  and  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter  of  all  worthy  enterprises.  He  has 
a  family  of  ten  children — Ellen,  Lottie, 
Baker  L.,  Hattie,  Phoebe,  Caroline,  Asher 
D.,  Anise,  Ida  and  Emma.  Baker  L.  is 
a  young  man  of  industrious  and  econom¬ 
ical  habits,  and  now  has  the  management 
ol  the  farm.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  his  wife  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 
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L.  LELAND,  section  25,  Mount 
Vernon  Township,  is  a  native  of 
New  York  City,  born  December 
11,  1833,  a  son  of  Ambrose  and 
Elizabeth  (Knapp)  Leland.  His 
father  was  born  in  Middlesex  Coun¬ 
ty,  Massachusetts,  January  2,  1803,  and  his 
mother  was  born  January  27,  1803,  in  Nas¬ 
sau,  Rensselaer  County,  New  York.  They 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  with  their  three  children — 
George,  Henry  P.  and  Ambrose,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living  in  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship.  Their  sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Link, 
came  from  her  home  in  Rensselaer  County, 
New  York,  in  the  fall  of  1885  and  bought 
a  house  in  Waterloo  where  she  intends  to 
make  her  home.  Our  subject’s  mother  is 
making  her  home  with  him.  His  father 
died  in  Waterloo,  March  8,  1865,  and  is 
buried  in  Waterloo  cemetery.  R.  L.  was 
married  February  22,  1852,  to  Rachel  M. 
Cole,  who  was  born  in  Nassau,  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York,  August  8,  1831,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Cook)  Cole, 
natives  of  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
who  are  now  deceased,  the  mother  dying 
in  February,  1882,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  have  been  born 
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three  children — George  F.,  married  Mar¬ 
garet  C.  Boyd,  and  is  living  with  hisfather; 
Sarah  E.,  also  living  at  home;  Adolphus 
H.,  born  June  io,  1853,  and  drowned  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  1874,  in  Cedar  River.  R.  L.  Leland 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  and  made  his  first  settlement  in  Mt. 
Vernon  Township.  In  1855  he  bought  land 
in  Waterloo  Township,  on  section  3,  where 
he  followed  farming  for  eighteen  years, 
after  which  he  rented  land  for  two  or  three 
years.  He  then,  in  1874,  moved  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm,  which  he  had  rented  for  several 
years  previous  to  other  parties.  The  house 
on  this  land  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1872, 
but  being  insured  his  loss  was  only  about 
$200.  Since  coming  here  Mr.  Leland  has 
made  all  the  improvements  on  his  farm 
here  and  on  the  farm  in  Waterloo.  He  has 
now  380  acres.  His  farm  is  well  tiled,  he 
having  laid  about  230  rods  of  tile  in  the  fall 
of  1885,  and  his  residence,  barns,  sheds  and 
other  farm  buildings  are  among  the  finest 
improved  in  the  township.  Mr.  Leland  is 
a  member  of  the  Universalist  church.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  elected  first  justice  of  the  peace  of  his 
township,  but  did  not  serve.  His  son 
George  was  the  first  white  child  born  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Leland’s  ancestry  can 
be  traced  back  over  200  years.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  Henry  Leland,  to  whose 
memory  a  monument  was  raised  a  Sher- 
born,  Massachusetts,  about  forty  years  ago. 


IMON  BITTERLY,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  section  33,  Big  Creek 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  born  in  1826.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  country,  and  was  there 
married  in  1855,  to  Clara  Shanker, 
also  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1829.  In 
1857  they  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
for  eight  years  made  their  home  in  Ste¬ 
phenson  County,  Illinois.  In  1865  they 


...... 

f»>  yyrviiyiyiyfyi^iiyryrvkrvir^: 


moved  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  for  over  twenty  years  have 
been  identified  with  all  the  interests  of 
their  township,  assisting  materially  in  its 
advancement.  They  are  progressive,  en¬ 
terprising  citizens,  and  liberal  supporters 
of  all  projects  that  are  of  benefit  to  the 
community.  They  have  had  a  family  of 
eight  children — Benedict,  Edward,  two 
who  died  in  infancy  unnamed,  Lizzie, 
Benjamin,  Lcony,  and  Tillie.  Edward  was 
married  December  14,  1885,  1°  Anna, 

daughter  of  Jacob  and  Henrietta  Ripple. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bitterly  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Evangelical  Association. 
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EORGE  E.  EBERHART,  the 
present  efficient  postmaster  of 
Cedar  Falls,  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  19, 
1839,  a  son  °f  Albert  J.  and  Eliza 
Eberhart.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  coming  to  America  be¬ 
fore  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  served 
with  Washington’s  army,  having  been 
among  those  -who  endured  the  terrible 
hardships  of  the  winter  passed  at  Valley 
Forge.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  set¬ 
tled  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  glass.  Here 
his  son,  Albert  J.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  educated  for  the 
Baptist  ministry,  to  which  calling  he  earn¬ 
estly  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
About  1850  he  was  called  to  fill  the  pulpit 
at  Edgington,  Lee  County,  Illinois,  remain¬ 
ing  there  several  years,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  officiated  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church  at  Waterloo  for  sometime.  In  the 
fall  of  i860  he  received  a  call  from  the 
church  at  Cedar  Rapids,  but  shortly  after 
going  there  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as 
Chaplain  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 
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After  remaining  with  his  regiment  six 
months,  owing  to  failing  health  he  returned 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  he 
removed  to  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  labored 
earnestly  and  successfully  for  five  years  as 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church.  After  spend¬ 
ing  years  in  various  fields  of  mission  work 
he  returned  to  Waterloo,  living  there  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  a  few  years  ago. 
George  E.  Eberhart,  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  attended  the  common  schools 
in  his  youth,  receiving  a  fair  education. 
He  learned  the  carpenter  and  cabinet  mak¬ 
er’s  trade  which  he  followed  before  and 
after  the  war.  He  enlisted  in  May,  1861, 
in  Company  I,  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
was  engaged  in  guerrilla  warfare  and  in 
guarding  bridges  and  railroads  in  Missouri 
till  the  following  fall  when  he  was  sent  to 
Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
quartered  a  short  time.  After  spending  a 
short  time  in  Mexico  and  Missouri  he  was 
transferred  to  Grant’s  command  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  He  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  march  from  Vicksburg  to  Meriden, 
Mississippi,  and  also  in  the  Atlanta  cam¬ 
paign.  July  22,  1864,  during  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,  he  was  captured  by  the  Confeder¬ 
ates  and  sent  to  Andersonville  Prison,  re¬ 
maining  in  confinement  there  till  he  was 
exchanged  September  21,  1864.  Mr.  Eber¬ 
hart  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  in  January, 
1864,  and  remained  with  Sherman’s  army 
till  he  received  his  dischargeat  Davenport, 
Iowa,  July  10,  1865,  when  he  returned  to 
Cedar  Falls.  He  was  subsequently  em¬ 
ployed  for  nine  years  in  the  United  States 
Railway  Postal  Service,  running  for  eight 
years  between  Albert  Lea  and  Burlington, 
and  for  one  year  between  Burlington  and 
Chicago.  December  24,  1868,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Ida  Markley,  of  Cedar  Falls,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Catherine  Markle}T.  They 
have  four  children — Lewis  V.,  Philip  H., 
Nora  A.  and  Clyde.  Mr.  Eberhart  was 


appointed  to  his  present  position  as  post¬ 
master  of  Cedar  Falls,  February  19,  1884. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist,  and  in  pol¬ 
itics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  James  Brown¬ 
ell  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  which  he  has  served  as 
Adjutant. 
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jEuLIUS  C.  BURNHAM,  deceased, 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influen- 
tial  citizens  of  Black  Hawk  Coun¬ 
ty,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1824,  a 
son  of  James  and  Fanny  Burnham. 
He  came  West  with  his  parents  in 
1840,  and  lived  in  Illinois  until  1850,  when 
he  went  to  Calilornia  and  remained  three 
years,  and  while  there  made  $1,600.  He 
returned  to  Aurora,  Illinois,  when  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
when  he  raised  a  company  for  the  Union 
army  and  was  elected  its  First  Lieutenant, 
but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  unable  to 
serve.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1862  and  set¬ 
tled  on  section  30,  Big  Creek  Township. 
At  that  time  the  land  was  unimproved  and 
the  only  building  was  a  little  log  cabin. 
When  Mr.  Burnham  died  he  had  the  land 
all  under  cultivation,  and  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings  were  among  the  best  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Burnham  was  a  prominent 
man  in  his  township  and  held  different  of¬ 
fices  of  trust,  among  others  those  of  asses¬ 
sor  and  supervisor.  While  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  it  was  owing  to  his  in¬ 
fluence  that  the  practice  of  speculating 
with  the  county  money  was  broken  up,  the 
officers  loaning  the  money  to  the  bank  and 
thus  increasing  the  amount  of  its  funds,  and 
making  county  warrants  worth  100  cents 
on  a  dollar,  while  they  had  been  valued  at 
only  from  60  to  80  cents.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders 
for  thirty  years.  Mr.  Burnham  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  in  1846,  to  Julia 
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Baird,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  New 
York,  born  in  1830.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  but  four  of  whom  are  living 
Victor  E.,  foreman  of  the  glazing  works 
at  Clinton,  Iowa;  Frank  F.,  a  farmer  of 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Lottie  B.  Hayden, 
of  Minnesota,  and  Guy  M.,  principal  of  the 
Alden,  Iowa,  High  School.  The  deceased 
are — Harriet,  James  and  an  infant. 


<>- 


^^ZRA  S.  NEWTON,  a  son  of  Seth 
Newton,  was  born  in  Silver  Creek 
Township,  Stephenson  County, 
Illinois,  January  9,  1855.  He  was 
reared  to  a  farm  life  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  lived  till  1876.  He 
then  came  to  Iowa  with  his  father,  who  yet 
lives  at  State  Center,  Marshall  County. 
He  left  his  father’s  home  in  1880,  since 
which  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  and  now  manages  the  prop- 
ertvofhis  father-in-law,  Samuel  Berry,  who 
is  the  owner  of  2,600  acres  of  improved 
land  located  in  Black  Hawk  and  Tama 
counties,  Iowa.  Mr.  Newton  was  united 
in  marriage  May  26,  1880,  to  Miss  Anze- 
letta  Berry,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Char¬ 
lotte  (Allard)  Berry.  Mrs.  Newton  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  as  her  husband, 
born  in  Silver  Creek  Township,  October 
25,  1854.  Mr.  Newton  is  a  young  man  of 
excellent  business  qualifications,  and  by  his 
industrious  habits  and  persevering  energy 
has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  re¬ 
posed  in  him. 


XEWITT  C.  COOK,  proprietor  of 
y  livery  and  dealer  in  horses,  was 
born  in  Wyoming  County,  New 
0^  York,*February  26,  1833,  the  young¬ 
est  of  nine  children  of  Philander 
and  Esther  (Graves)  Cook,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Wyoming  County, 
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and  of  English  descent,  the  mother  dying 
when  our  subject  was  a  mere  boy.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living 
by  working  on  farms  in  his  neighborhood. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  learned  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  as  long 
as  he  remained  in  New  York  State.  In  the 
spring  of  1857  he  came  to  Iowa,  making 
the  journey  with  a  four-horse  team.  He 
located  at  Waterloo,  and  soon  after  began 
working  at  his  trade,  which  he  continued 
here  till  1867,  after  which  he  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock 
till  1879,  shipping  mostly  to  the  Eastern 
markets.  He  then  opened  his  livery  stable 
which  is  well  stocked  with  buggies  of  all 
kinds,  and  fine  horse*",  and  has  a  good  run 
of  custom.  In  connection  with  his  livery 
he  is  also  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
horses.  In  the  winter  of  1859  Mr.  Cook 
was  married  to  Caroline  Courson,  who 
came  with  her  parents  from  Pennsylvania 
to  this  county  in  1856.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  have  been  born  three  sons — WellsC., 
John  E.  and  Jay.  In  politics  Mr.  Cook  af¬ 
filiates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


EORGE  SEVERANCE,  proprie¬ 
tor  of  the  livery-stable  at  Hudson, 
was  born  at  Greenfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  November  30,  1827,  the 
third  son  of  Pliny  and  Sophia  Sever¬ 
ance,  his  parents  being  born,  reared 
and  married  in  the  same  State.  Our 
subject  remained  on  the  home  farm  till 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
life  on  his  own  account.  For  six  years  fol¬ 
lowing  he  was  employed  in  hotels  in  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  and  Brattleboro,  Ver¬ 
mont,  after  which  he  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm  for  two  years.  He  was  then  employed 
in  a  burnishing  establishment  for  three 
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years  at  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  in 
1856  he  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  be¬ 
ing-  a  pioneer  of  Grundy  County.  He  re¬ 
calls  the  fact  that  he  and  his  brother  Fred 
brought  from  Dubuque  the  lumber  for  the 
first  frame  dwelling  built  in  Grundy  Cen¬ 
ter.  Mr.  Severance  made  his  first  home  in 
Black  Hawk  County  in  1861,  on  a  farm 
near  Hudson,  but  a  year  later  removed  to 
the  farm  owned  by  his  brother-in-law,  Al¬ 
fred  Areline.  Since  1865  he  has  made  his 
home  in  the  village  of  Hudson  where  he  is 
well  established  in  the  livery  business.  Be¬ 
sides  his  business  he  also  owns  a  good  farm, 
which  is  located  in  Lincoln  Township.  He 
was  married  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
November  29,  1849,  to  Eliza  Elizabeth 
Backus,  born  in  Windham,  Connecticut, 
March  12,  1826.  Their  family  consists  of 
five  children — Anne,  wife  of  William  Sharp, 
of  Hudson;  Belle  M.,  wife  of  Frederick 
Denio,  of  Nebraska;  Virginia,  at  home; 
Carrie  E.,  wife  of  Frank  Chambers,  of  Hud¬ 
son,  and  Charles  F.,  at  home.  Politically 
Mr.  Severance  is  a  staunch  Republican. 
Our  subject’s  mother,  with  her  three  sons, 
Henry,  Charles  and  Frederick,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ellen,  came  to  Grundy  County  in  1856. 
The  father  and  son  Henry  had  visited  that 
county  before,  Henry  buying  at  that  time 
240  acres  of  land  and  the  family  located  on 
this  land.  The  father  not  liking  the  new 
country  remained  in  Massachusetts  till 
1866  when  he  came  to  Grundy  County, 
where  he  died  January  18,  1883,  aged 
eighty-seven  years,  the  mother  having  died 
in  the  same  county  May  28,  1872,  aged  sev¬ 
enty-two  }7ears.  Both  are  buried  in  Grun¬ 
dy  Center.  Of  their  children  Edwin  W. 
now  lives  in  Lincoln  Township,  this  county, 
he  having  come  to  Iowa  after  the  war. 
Henry’s  sad  fate  has  never  been  solved. 
In  1876  he  left  his  home  in  Grundy  County 
for  Cedar  Falls,  carrying  about  $700  with 
which  he  was  to  pay  for  some  land,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  murdered  for  his 


money.  A  daughter,  Sophia,  was  post¬ 
mistress  at  Grundy  Center  for  several 
years  and  also  owner  of  a  drug  store  at  the 
same  place.  She  now  lives  in  New  York 
State.  Mary  married  E.  W.  Chapin  and 

resides  in  New  York  State.  Ellen  married 

* 

Alfred  Areline  and  died  at  Le  Mars,  Iowa. 
Charles  lives  on  the  homestead  in  Grundy 
County,  and  Frederick  is  in  Kansas. 


-o3 — 0 — - 


ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  of  Spring  Creek 
$  Township,  lives  on  section  7, 
where  he  owns  185  acres  of  valuable 
land.  He  also  owns  160  acres  in 
Kossuth  County,  which  is  farmed  by 
his  second  son,  Robert.  Mr.  Campbell  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  1820,  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  (Timball)  Campbell.  His  father 
died  in  Scotland  about  1850,  and  in  1853  his 
mother  came  to  America  and  died  about 
1858.  Our  subject  came  to  America  in 
1844,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Scot¬ 
land  and  was  there  married  in  1855  to  Isa¬ 
bella  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  1825. 
To  them  have  been  born  five  children — - 
Samuel,  of  Kossuth  County  ;  Mary  J.,  wife 
of  George  Frisby,  has  one  child,  Robert ; 
Ellen  L.,  at  home;  Robert,  of  Kossuth 
County,  and  Joseph,  at  home.  They  also 
reared  and  educated  Martha  L.  Wilson,  a 
daughter  of  John  Wilson,  an  Englishman. 
Her  mother  died  and  she  made  her  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  until  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  then  went  to  Nebraska 
to  live  with  her  father,  and  there  married, 
and  now  lives  in  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  La  Porte.  They  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  that  denomination  many  years 
and  have  been  earnest  and  active  workers 
in  the  church  and  for  the  cause  of  Christi¬ 
anity.  Mr.  Campbell  is  purely  a  self-made 
man,  his  accumulations  being  the  result 
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of  combined  energy,  pluck  and  indus¬ 
try.  In  his  youth  he  worked  at  the  stone¬ 
cutter’s  trade  nine  years,  but  since  coming 
to  Black  Hawk  County  he  has  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  politics  he  is  in¬ 
dependent,  casting  his  vote  for  men,  not 
party.  He  has  served  several  years  as  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  a  position 
he  is  eminently  qualified  to  fill,  his  keen 
sense  of  right  making  him  a  just  and 
equitable  adviser. 


YLVESTER  H.  PACKARD,  at¬ 
torney  at  law,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
September  10,  1826,  a  son  of  Sylves¬ 
ter  H.  and  Clarissa  (Wadsworth) 
Packard,  of  Welsh  and  English  de¬ 
scent,  respectively,  the  mother  being  a  di¬ 
rect  descendant  of  the  noted  Captain  Wads¬ 
worth  who,  during  the  reign  of  King  James 
II.,  hid  the  royal  charter  in  the  oak  tree. 
Our  subject’s  father  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Rochester,  and  for  many  years 
was  one  of  its  leading  business  men,  being 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  for  a  time  was  Brigadier  Inspector  of 
the  volunteer  militia.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  high  schools  of  Rochester,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  began  the 
study  of  law  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Horace  Gay,  of  Rochester,  at  that  time 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  New  York 
State.  Here  he  continued  his  legal  studies 
seven  years,  wheji  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1850.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Gay 
for  three  years  after  being  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  in  1854  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa,  where  he  opened  a  law  office  in  part¬ 
nership  with  W.  H.  McClure.  In  connection 
with  their  legal  practice  Mr.  Packard  pub¬ 
lished  the  Cedar  Falls  Banner  about  three 


years,  which  paper  is  supposed  to  be  the 
first  published  in  Black  Hawk  County. 
Since  disposing  of  this  paper,  Mr.  Packard 
has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  practice  of 
law,  being  at  times  associated  with  W.  H. 
McClure.  Mr.  Packard  was  married  at 
Cedar  Falls  to  Miss  Z.  C.  Barnes,  and 
of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union 
two  are  living — Jeffrey  G.  and  Helen 
M.  December  3,  1858,  having  been  at 

Sioux  Rapids  attending  to  his  real  estate 
interests,  Mr.  Packard  started  on  horse¬ 
back  for  Fort  Dodge,  when  he  was  over¬ 
taken  by  a  northwestern  blizzard,  and  for 
two  days  and  nights  he  was  at  its  mercy 
without  tasting  food,  or  seeing  a  human 
being.  This  exposure  resulted  in  the 
freezing  of  his  lower  limbs,  which  subse¬ 
quently  had  to  be  amputated.  Mr.  Pack¬ 
ard  has  served  as  councilman  of  Cedar 
Falls,  and  for  many  years  acted  as  City 
Clerk.  He  served  for  three  years  as  post¬ 
master,  and  for  a  time  was  commissioner  of 
the  United  States  Courts.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Black  Hawk  Lodge,  No.  65,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  of  Valley 
Chapter,  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 


JONATHAN  E.  BABCOCK,  de- 
ceased,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York, where  he  was  born 
in  1838,  and  in  that  State  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  After  coming 
to  Iowa,  he  was  engaged  in  clerking 
for  Timothy  El  well,  now  deceased,  at  Wa¬ 
terloo,  Black  Hawk  County,  Mr.  Elwell 
at  that  time  being  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business.  After  coming  to  La  Porte 
City  he  became  a  partner  of  his  former  em¬ 
ployer,  Mr.  Elwell,  in  Elwell  &  Babcock’s 
grist-mill  at  this  city,  carrying  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  together  till  his  death-  July  9,  1868, 
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he  was  married  at  La  Porte  to  Martha  J. 
Elwell,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with 
three  children — Mark  E.,  Ida  C.  and  Albert 
P.  His  death  occurred  July  9,  1875,  and 
was  much  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  classed 
among  the  live  and  substantial  business  men 
of  the  place,  and  was  always  interested  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  his  county.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
his  remains  were  interred  with  Masonic 
rites.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Re¬ 
publican. 

<^ojU2J2As''^^r‘‘ — — '^^j^QrtPTtrtr*- 

APTAIN  ROBERT  J.  McQUIL- 
KIN,  one  of  the  enterprising  cit- 
izens  of  La  Porte  City,  Iowa, 
dfe'  was  born  August  7,  1833,  in  West- 
q\,  moreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  a 
son  of  James  and  Rebecca  McQuil- 
kin.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State, 
receiving  his  education  at  the  academy  at 
Leechburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  education  he  taught  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  several 
years.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  for 
one  year  taught  school  at  Vandalia,  Jasper 
County,  when  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
remaining  there  till  1861.  He  then  returned 
to  Iowa,  and  for  a  short  time  followed  farm¬ 
ing  in  Benton  County.  He  served  as  a 
a  Captain  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
August,  1863,  in  Company  D,  Thirty-first 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  for  a  time  formed  apart 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Logan.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Haines  Bluff,  Arkansas  Post,  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  including  the  fightingat  Cham¬ 
pion  Hill,  the  battles  of  Black  River,  Look¬ 
out  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold 
and  the  entire  Atlanta  campaign,  going 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea. 
He  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Columbia, 
and  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  army 


under  General  Johnston,  and  participated 
in  the  grand  review  at  Washington  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  Pie  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  in  June,  1865,  having  served 
as  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  La  Porte  City,  and  for 
a  short  time  was  principal  of  the  high 
school.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  business  for  many  years  and  is  doing 
an  extensive  trade,  and  in  this  line  of  busi¬ 
ness  has  met  with  excellent  success.  He 
was  married  in  December,  1866,  to  Jennie 
H.  Thompson,  of  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  five  children — 
Minnie  R.,  Lizzie  J.,  Hattie  B.,  James  E. 
and  Maggie  L.  Mr.  McQuilkin  was  the 
first  Mayor  of  La  Porte  City,  holding  that 
office  two  successive  terms.  He  has  also 
served  as  city  councilman,  and  for  several 
)mars  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  part)r.  He  is  a  comrade  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post,  which  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  Adjutant,  and  also  belongs  to  Shield’s 
Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  which  he  has  been 
master  workman  for  two  terms.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder. 


=0<S^fr~3><H 


Id  ward  quackenbush, 

Jfgl  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  was  born 
3||L  June  11,  1827,  a  native  of  New  York 

i  State,  and  a  son  of  Abraham  and 
Delany  (Wolfe)  Quackenbush,  his 
Grandfather  Quackenbush  being  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Otsego  County,  New  York. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  his  parents,  four 
are  living — Catherine,  Adelia,  Amelia  and 
Edward.  Marvin  and  Maria  are  deceased. 
Edward  Quackenbush  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  his  native  county,  receiving  in  his 
youth  a  fair  education.  He  subsequently 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  which  he  fol- 
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lowed  successfully  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  teaching  in  New  York,  Illinois,  Wis¬ 
consin  and  Iowa,  being  one  of  the  first 
teachers  in  La  Porte  City,  this  county.  He 
left  his  native  State  in  the  spring  of  1853, 
coining  W  est  and  locating  in  Kane  County, 
Illinois,  where  he  resided  two  years.  lie 
then  went  to  La  Fayette  County, Wisconsin, 
and  in  1856  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  buying  120  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land  in  Cedar  Township,  where  he  lived  till 
1865.  He  then  removed  to  La  Porte  City, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
was  married  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
March  6,  1853,  to  Sylvia  Eddy,  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Polly  Eddy,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Vermont.  Six  children  were  born 
to  this  union — Julia  R.,  Florence  B.,  Amine 
E.,  Nettie  D.,  Tuma  S.  and  Dora  E.  Mr. 
puackenbush  has,  by  his  industry  and  good 
management,  become  the  owner  of  218 
acres  of  well-improved  land.  He  has 
served  four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Cedar  Township,  and  three  years  as  asses¬ 
sor  of  Big  Creek  Township.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  La  Porte  City 
Lodge,  No.  216.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church, 
which  he  is  serving  at  present  as  clerk. 


ILLIAM  L.  FOX,  one  of  the  old 
pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
and  proprietor  of  the  National 
House  of  La  Porte  City,  was  born 
February  15,  1827,  a  son  of  Enoch 
and  Christiann  (Sechler)  Fox,  and  is 
of  German  descent.  He  was  first  married 
in  1852  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Sarah  Walts, 
who  was  born  in  that  State  in  1826,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Barney  and  Katie  (Shoemaker)  Walts, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  six  children — 
Catherine,  wife  of  M.  D.  Saunders,  of  De¬ 
catur,  Iowa;  Cyrus,  of  Lincoln  County, 


Nebraska  ;  Christiana,  wife  of  James  Boyd  ; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  McClintock,  of  Jack- 
son  ;  John,  of  La  Porte  City,  and  Jesse. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  F^x  married  Mrs. 
Alice  (Long)  Kepkey,  in  this  county,  in 
1878.  Mrs.  Fox  was  first  married  to  John 
E.  Kepkey,  who  died  in  1874.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  two  children — Georgie 
M.  and  Aurilla  E.  The  latter  is  deceased. 
Mr.  Fox  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
for  many  years,  and  has  witnessed  all  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  thirty  years.  He  has  one  of  the  best 
regulated  hotels  to  be  found  in  a  place  of 
this  size  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  has  con¬ 
nected  with  it  first  class  sample  rooms, 
and  livery  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
customers. 


%  DWIN  W.  SEVERANCE,  farm¬ 
er,  section  21,  Lincoln  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  son  of  Pliny  and  So- 
phia  (Wrisley)  Severance,  a  pioneer 
family  of  Grundy  County,  settling 
j  there  in  1856.  He  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Massachusetts,  July  16,  1825, 
the  second  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Old  Bay  State,  remaining 
under  the  home  roof  till  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  then  found  employment  in  a 
hotel  at  Springfield,  going  thence  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts,  where  for  five  years  he 
was  employed  at  the  Revere  House.  In 
1851  he  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
a  short  time  later  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
was  bookkeeper  in  the  American  House 
four  years,  and  in  the  Neil  House  a  year. 
Leaving  Columbus  he  was  engaged  in  the 
same  capacity  in  the  American  House, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  year,  and  subsequently 
as  clerk  in  the  Briggs  House,  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
Newhall  House  in  Milwaukee,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  there  as  clerk,  remaining  three 
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years.  In  August,  i860,  he  left  Milwau¬ 
kee,  and  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
was  employed  in  the  Louisville  Hotel  till 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  When 
General  Rousseau  recruited  the  Fifth  Ken¬ 
tucky  Infantry,  he  went  into  the  service  as 
its  Sutler,  and  for  three  years  shared  the 
rough  fortunes  of  that  regiment.  He  then 
became  Post  Sutler  at  Taylor  Barracks, 
but  in  October,  1864,  tiring  of  army  life,  he 
closed  out  his  business  and  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  buying 
a  farm  of  350  acres  on  section  35,  Black 
Hawk  Township,  south  of  the  village  of 
Hudson,  on  which  he  settled  the  following 
December,  living  there  five  years  to  a  day, 
when  he  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  he 
lived  two  years.  From  March,  1872,  till 
March,  1877,  he  lived  in  Orange  Township, 
and  then  moved  to  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives  in  Lincoln  Township,  which  he 
bought  in  February,  1870.  His  farm  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  the 
thrift  and  good  management  of  the  owner 
is  evident  to  all,  the  soil  being  unusually 
productive,  and  the  farm  buildings  are  com¬ 
modious  and  in  good  repair.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  but  his  independence  of 
thought  and  action  in  politics  as  well 
other  things  is  well  known.  His  large 
experience  in  hotel  life  added  to  his  life 
in  the  army  has  made  him  a. judge  of 
men,  and  his  friends  are  among  the  best 
citizens  of  the  county.  In  his  likes  and  dis¬ 
likes  he  is  somewhat  radical,  and  as  he 
values  friends  above  everything  else,  they 
always  receive  a  hearty  welcome,  and  are 
made  to  feel  at  home  when  his  guests. 
While  in  Milwaukee,  April  28,  1859,  he 
was  married  to  Carrie  A.  St.  John,  who 
was  born  in  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  April  1, 
1839.  Being  left  an  orphan  in  her  infancy, 
she  was  reared  by  Mr.  Kean,  the  first  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Newhall  House.  They  have 
had  a  family  of  seven  children — Edwin  K., 

their  eldest,  was  the  first  child  born  in  the 

44 


Newhall  House;  Charlton  M.  and  William 
M.  were  born  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky; 
Lewis  H.,  Henry  W.,  Mary  F.  and  Joseph¬ 
ine  were  born  in  Black  Hawk  County. 


j  | ALTER  O.  RICHARDS,  physi¬ 
cian  and  surgeon,  of  Waterloo, 
was  born  November  1,  1820,  in 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Clarissa  A. 
(Ames)  Richards.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  removed  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
attended  school.  In  1840  he  entered  Ober- 
lin  College,  from  which  institution  he  grad¬ 
uated  111  the  class  of  1 845  -  He  soon' after 
located  at  Sturgis,  Michigan,  where  he 
taught  school  three  years,  and  at  the  same 
time  studied  medicine  under  James  Taft, 
an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of 
that  place.  After  leaving  Sturgis  he 
taught  school  at  Lima,  Indiana.  He 
took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  Ann 
Arboi ,  Michigan,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  office  of  his  preceptor 
where  he  pursued  his  studies,  and  in  the 
winter  taught  school  at  Lima  as  before 
mentioned.  He  then  returned  to  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  and  graduated  in  1855.  The  Doctor 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with 
Dr.  Sargent,  of  Ontario,  Indiana,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1855  he  came  to  Waterloo, 
Black  Hawk  County,  where  he  has  since 
been  actively  engaged  building  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice.  In  1868  Dr.  Richards 
with  three  other  gentlemen  organized  the 
Union  Milling  Company,  of  Waterloo.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Cedar  Valley  Medical  Association,  of 
which  he  was  a  delegate  to  New  Orleans 
in  1885.  He  was  married  to  Julia  A.  Bun¬ 
dy,  a  graduate  of  a  collegiate  institute.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children — Julian 
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E.,  a  graduate  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  City,  and  editor  of  the  Waterloo  Cou¬ 
rier  y  and  Effie  S.,  who  also  attended  the  State 
University,  now  the  wife  of  E.  M.  John¬ 
son,  of  Minneapolis.  The  Doctor  is  a  strict 
Good  Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Con  of  relational  church. 


,  W.  DEEPER  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  October  n,  1853, 
%  from  W  yandot  County,  Ohio, 
by  way  of  Southern  Illinois.  He  was 
first  employed  in  husking  corn  for  a 
man  at  Cedar]  Falls,  and  in  May, 
1854,  he  bought  his  first  land  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  In  the  winter  of  i853-’54  he  was 
engaged  in  splitting  rails  along  the  Cedar 
River.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he  settled  on 
his  land  and  commenced  to  improve  the 
place,  and  there  make  a  home.  He  now 
owns  160  acres  on  section  27  and  160  acres 
on  section  34,  all  well  improved.  He  has 
one  of  the  best  farm  houses  in  the  county, 
and  his  fine  barn,  built  in  1874,  and  his 
other  farm  buildings  are  as  good  as  any  in 
the  township.  His  residence,  which  is  of 
brick,  was  built  in  1880,  and  is  heated  al¬ 
most  entirely  by  a  furnace.  Mr.  Leeper 
was  born  in  Crawford,  now  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  December  11,  1831,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Baum)  Leeper,  the 
father  born  in  Ireland  in  1771,  and  the  mo¬ 
ther  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father 
was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  America.  He  was  ship¬ 
wrecked  three  times,  and  was  three  years 
on  the  voyage.  Our  subject’s  father  was 
an  early  settler  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  built  the  first  saw  and  grist  mills 
about  forty  miles  from  Sandusky  City.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  May  28,  1831. 
His  wife  died  November  23,  i860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  J.  W.  Leeper  was 
married  May  21,  1854,  to  Milta  Ford,  who 


was  born  December  4,  1833,  in  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Catherine  (Van  Gundy)  Ford,  both  natives 
of  Ross  County,  Ohio.  Her  mother  died 
in  Washington  Township,  this  county,  in 
February,  1879,  at  the  agc  of  sixty-six  years, 
and  her  father  is  living  in  this  county  with 
one  of  his  sons.  Her  parents  came  to  this 
county  with  their  family  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Leeper  was  the  eldest,  and 
settled  in  Washington  Township  in  the  fall 
of  1853.  Their  children  are — Mrs.  Leeper; 
Sarah  M.,  wife  of  James  Caughey  ;  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Warren  Sherman;  Ellen,  wife 
of  William  Deming ;  Eliza,  wife  of  A.  V. 
Sprague;  Curbs,  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Ni- 
ram,  living  in  Washington  Township;  Lydia, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Gochenour,  of  Washington 
Township;  Reuben,  living  in  Washington 
Township;  Nancy,  the  youngest  child,  is 
deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper  have 
been  born  ten  children — Clemens,  born  Au¬ 
gust  28,  1855  ;  Thomas  E.,  born  June  14, 
1857,  dealing  in  stock  in  Waterloo  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county;  Lydia  J.,  born  February 
8,  i860,  wife  of  J.  P.  Albert,  stock-dealer, 
living  in  Waterloo;  Catherine,  born  April 
5,  1862,  wife  of  D.  G.  Wert,  living  on  Mr. 
Leeper’s  farm ;  James  William,  born  May 
1,  1864,  died  of  diphtheria,  September  8, 
1880;  Eliza  E.,  born  November  14,  1866, 
living  at  home;  Sissy,  born  January  25, 
1869,  died  aged  fourteen  months;  Rosa, 
born  March  29, 1871,  died  November  8,1880, 
of  diphtheria;  Charles,  born  May  20,  1874, 
living  at  home;  David,  born  December  7, 
1877,  died  of  diphtheria  November  8,  1880. 
In  politics  Mr.  Leeper  is  a  Republican.  He 
has  never  sought  for  public  office,  his  time 
being  wholly  devoted  to  his  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  sowed  the  first  timothy  seed 
in  his  township,  bringing  the  seed  with 
him  from  Ohio.  He  was  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  stock-raising  for  many  years,  and 
at  present  keeps  about  seventy-five  head  of 
cattle  on  his  farm,  and  is  making  a  specialty 


vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

uu 

WW 

WV 

W”/ 

44 

vv 

44 

44 

44 

44 

1^1 1^1 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

vv 

44 

vv 

44 

44 

vv 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

vv 

44 

44 

44 

44 

$$ 

44 


44 

44 

:c«s 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 


44 


4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

1^1  kTr  iTi 


^  rA^  rA-»  fAi  rAi  rA^  fA^  ^  y  y  y  ^A1  y  »y  >y  ^  »y  y  y  y  ^  y  »y  iy  ^  ^  y  »vi  y  >Ai  rAl  ^  fA<  rA^  fV  >A*  rA^  V  rA?  ^  ^  rA?  ^  >~A^  rA1*  V  V  *A?  rA?  rV  U7  ^  rV  ^  ^  ^  »V  ^  fV  ^  r^ 

»»i  ”i  ”j  kT / ».▼  i  »»i\»A»j  kTjkT/V»j  V 


am 

w 

w 

V^l  k^i 

vv 

vv 

iTikTr 

w 

vv 

mm 

w 

kT« 

W 

UV 

vv 

vv 


vv 

'A'  <0. 

kTi  vTj 

vv 

mm 

w 

iTnTi 

vv 

k^i  J4 

vv 

vv 

iTi  k~i 

vv 

vv 

II 

’♦'V 

vV 

-vv 

Vv 

vv 

w 

vv 

vv 

k~i  *.▼.* 

wv 

Vv 

yv 

^lk^4 

w 

w 

w 

vv 

kTikTi 

w 

w 

"ikT( 

w 

vv 

W 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

♦:« 

vv 

II 

II 

w 

w 

k^lk^i 

vv 

II 

II 

Vv 

II 

II 

Vv 

II 

II 

II 

♦::♦< 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


443 


of  Holstein  cattle.  He  also  raises  from 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  hogs  per  year. 
Mr.  Leeper  has  in  his  possession  a  writing 
desk  over  100  years  old,  made  by  Mr.  Wiley, 
a  blind  man,  who  was  stepfather  to  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  father.  Mr.  Leeper’s  daughter  Lydia 
has  two  children — Rosy,  born  February  22, 
1883,  and  Harry,  born  November  6,  1884. 
His  son  Clemens  was  the  second  white 
child  born  in  the  township.  He  married 
Emma  Bailey  and  has  one  child — Freddie, 
born  September  29,  1881.  He  is  living  in 
Mount  Vernon  Township  where  he  has  120 
acres  of  land. 


TF&vi 


ROBERT  A.  JONES,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  making  his 
Vl v?  home  on  section  7,  Orange  Town¬ 
ship,  in  1850.  He  bought  the  first 
lumber  cut  in  the  county,  and  built 
a  log  cabin  there,  it  being  the  first  habita¬ 
tion  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  brought 
some  means  with  him,  and  soon  was  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  land  which  he  bought 
from  the  Government.  He  was  an  active 
and  progressive  man,  ever  kind  and  gener¬ 
ous  to  new  comers,  helping  them  to  get 
land,  and  in  other  ways  where  help  was 
needed.  He  gave  to  the  poor  if  not  able 
to  pay,  telling  them  to  pay  when  they  were 
able.  A  few  years  after  settling  here  he  went 
to  Southern  Illinois  bringing  back  with 
him  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  which  nearly 
all  perished  in  the  hard  winter  of  i8s6-’57. 
Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Edwards  County, 
Illinois,  March  24,  1823,  and  December  23, 
1843,  was  married  to  Margaret  Hunt,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  county,  born  April  27, 
1825.  In  1849  they  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
coming  to  this  county  the  year  following 
with  a  family  of  four  children — Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  now  wife  of  O.  J.  Turner,  of  State 
Center  ;  Emeline,  now  principal  of  the  high 


school  at  Decatur,  Nebraska;  George  and 
Annie,  both  now  deceased.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  them  after  coming 
to  the  county — Charles  M.;  Arthur,' who 
died  aged  eight  years;  Mrs.  Rosa  E.  Fisher, 
a  widow;  and  Isabella,  wife  of  Alexander 
S.  Gillen,  of  Brule  County,  Dakota.  Mr. 
Jones  sold  his  original  land  purchase  in 
Orange  Township  in  1861,  and  bought  a 
farm  near  Marshalltown  which  he  disposed 
of  soon  after.  He  then  went  to  Poweshiek 
County  where  he  followed  cheese-making 
one  season,  and  in  1862  returned  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  buying  a  farm  of  176  acres 
on  section  23,  Black  Hawk  Township, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  death  occurred  January  9,  1882,  and  his 
memory  will  always  be  cherished  by  all 
old  pioneers  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness. 
In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  and  in  politics,  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Rosa  Fisher,  at 
Hastings,  Nebraska.  Cadwallader  Jones, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  Kentuckian  by 
birth,  and  a  pioneer  of  Southern  Illinois. 
He  was  a  prominent  man  and  officer  in  the 
Black  *Hawk  war.  Mrs.  Jones’s  parents 
were  also  early  settlers  of  Southern  Illinois, 
from  Kentuck}7. 


3000£ 


CHARLES  M.  JONES,  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  and  Margaret  (Hunt)  J  ones, 
^  was  born  in  Orange  Township, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Januarv  12, 
A  1854*  His  health  failing  him  he 
started  for  the  Black  Hills,  March 
1,  1876,  making  Custer  City  his  objective 
point.  He  was  in  Deadwood  when  the 
first  house  was  being  built  in  that  city. 
He  spent  five  years  in  the  mining  districts 
of  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  prospecting  over 
a  wide  area,  and  mining  with  varied  suc¬ 
cess.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors  and 
proprietors  of  Leeds  City,  he  giving  the 
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name  to  that  city,  and  naming  all  of  its 
streets,  lie  returned  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  if  not  rich  in  wealth,  possessed  of 
what  is  far  better,  good  health.  Three 
weeks  after  his  return  his  father  died  and 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Black  Hawk  Township, which 
he  now  owns.  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Gillen  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1882.  She  was  born  in  Cambria 
County,  Pennsylvania,  July  26,  1854,  the 
fifth  of  a  family  of  ten  children  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Gillen.  Her  father  was  of  Irish 
parentage,  born  on  the  ocean  July  18,  1818. 
He  died  in  Pennsylvania,  October  1,  1865, 
and  in  1867  his  widow  brought  her  family 
to  Iowa,  living  in  Linn  County  till  1870, 
since  which  she  has  resided  in  Black  Hawk 
Township. 

«•*£:> - *-**$M#^ - -c-H#- 


MASA  COTTRELL,  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Black 
Hawk  County,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York, 
£  June  6,  1825,  a  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  Cottrell,  his  father  born  in  Rox- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  December  15, 1776, and 
his  mother  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
born  December  11,  1788.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Rensselaer  County,  living  there  till 
their  death,  the  father  dying  August  10, 
1842,  and  the  mother  September  18,  1869. 
They  reared  a  family  of  nine  children — 
John  C.,  living  in  Michigan;  George,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  New  York;  James,  of 
New  York  State;  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Feath 
ers;  Sally  Ann,  now  deceased;  William, 
died  in  1870;  Mrs.  Eleanor  M.  Moul;  Mrs. 
Susan  C.  Castle,  and  Amasa,  our  subject, 
the  only  member  of  the  family  who  makes 
his  home  in  Iowa.  Amasa  Cottrell  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  remaining  with 
his  parents  till  after  maturity.  He  was 
married  May  15,  1847,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Deavitt,  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  New 
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York,  February  6,  1827.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cottrell  have  four  children — William  A., 
born  April  10,  1848,  married  Fiddie  A. 
Titcomb,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Le  Mars, 
Iowa;  Louisa  Jane,  wife  of  Noah  Williams, 
of  Ida  County,  Iowa;  Warren  H.,  residing 
with  his  parents,  married  Annie  E.  Wilson, 
and  Harmon  S.,  married  Laura  B.  A.  Pow¬ 
ers  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Lincoln  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county.  Mr.  Cottrell  came  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  in  1857,  and  the  first 
three  years  he  worked  rented  land  in  Black 
Hawk  Township.  He  then  went  to  Pike’s 
Peak,  leaving  his  family  here,  and  was  there 
engaged  very  successfully  in  prospecting 
and  mining.  He  returned  to  Black  Hawk 
Township  in  the  fall  of  i860,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1861  went  back  to  the  mines, 
taking  his  family  with  him.  In  September 
of  the  same  year  he  again  returned  to  this 
county,  buying  320  acres  of  land  on  section 
33,  in  the  spring  of  1862,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  has  since  added 
to  his  original  purchase  till  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  960  acres  of  choice  land  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising,  and.  also  buys  largely  to 
feed  for  market.  His  shipments  of  cattle 
and  hogs  in  1885  reached  ten  car-loads, 
and  his  farm  is  increasing  in  productive 
powers.  Among  the  many  valuable  farm 
buildings  to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the 
county  none  are  better  than  those  found  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Cottrell.  His  large  barn 
is  60  x  100  feet,  and  his  substantial  residence, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township, 
is  furnished  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
Mr.  Cottrell  has  always  been  an  active, 
public-spirited  man.  He  has  served  as 
township  trustee  one  year,  and  has  also 
served  many  years  as  school  director,  hold¬ 
ing  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  School 
Board  a  number  of  years.  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  Agricultural  Society 
three  years,  and  for  two  years  held  the 
same  position  in  the  Patron’s  Joint  -Stock 
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Company.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Waterloo,  Belle  Plaine  &  Northern  Mis¬ 
souri  Narrow-Gauge  Railroad  for  two  years. 
In  politics  Mr.  Cottrell  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Congregationalchurch. 
Mrs.  Cottrell’s  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York  State,  the  father  bornin  March, 
1784,  and  the  mother  August  1,  1790.  Both 
died  in  Rensselaer  CdVinty,  the  father  in 
1878,  and  the  mother  January  26,  1850. 
Mrs.  Cottrell  has  three  married  sisters  liv¬ 
ing  in  Wisconsin — Mrs.  Maria  Bonestell,  in 
Marquette  County;  Mrs.  Eliza  E.  Welch, 
in  Columbia  County,  and  Mrs.  Esther  New- 
land,  in  Green  Lake  County.  One  sister, 
Mrs.  Harriet  Dumelton,  died  in  Green 
Lake  County. 


OSEPH  BANCROFT,  one  of  the 
old  and  respected  settlers  of  Cedar 
Falls,  is  a  native  of  England,  born 
in  Leicester,  December  19,  1826. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  country, 
and  there  received  the  benefits  of  a 
common-school  education.  July  4,  1849, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Holbrook,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Holbrook,  of  Derbyshire,  England.  To  this 
union  were  born  five  children  of  whom  four 
are  yet  living — Eliza  E.,  Mary  T.,  John  W. 
and  George  H.  Annie,  the  youngest  child, 
is  deceased.  During  the  summer  of  1851 
Mr.  Bancroft  immigrated  to  America  with 
his  family,  landing  at  New  York.  He  first 
located  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  after  which  he  spent 
a  short  time  near  Paris,  Illinois.  In  the 
fall  of  1855  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  locating  at  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Bancroft  has  followed 
farming  and  gardening  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  and  since  coming  to  this  county  he 
has  carried  on  a  garden  and  nursery,  and 
at  present  is  conducting  an  excellent  green¬ 


house.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  respected  members  of  society. 


%fc^AAMAN  INGALLS  was  born  in 
Du  Page  County,  Illinois,  July 
31,  1854,  the  youngest  of  twelve 
children  of  John  and  Jerusha  In¬ 
galls,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Oueida  County, New  York.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  the  parents  made  their  home 
in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York.  In  1846 
they  removed  to  Du  Page  County,  Illinois, 
and  in  1856  they  located  in  Kane  County, 
Illinois,  where  the  father  died  in  1864,  aged 
fifty  five  years.  The  mother  subsequently 
went  with  her  youngest  children  to  De 
Kalb  County,  Illinois,  and  in  1868  removed 
to  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  locating  near  the 
present  residence  of  our  subject,  and  in 
1870  she  settled  on  section  19,  Lincoln 
Township.  Eight  of  her  children  are 
now  living — Edward,  living  in  California; 
George,  of  Lincoln  Township;  Mrs.  Je¬ 
rusha  Pattison,  of  Reinbeck;  Amelia,  resid¬ 
ing  in  California;  Mrs.  Harriet  Lewis,  of 
Reinbeck;  Orrin,  of  Tama  County;  Mrs. 
Mary  Bean,  of  Grundy  County,  and  Naa- 
man.  Milton, Charles,  John  and  William,  are 
deceased.  Charles  was  a  member  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  died  in  the 
service,  and  William  belonged  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  dying 
in  hospital  in  1863.  After  his  mother’s 
death,  which  occurred  February  4,  1882, 
our  subject  became  heir  to  the  fine  farm 
of  160  acres  which  he  helped  to  acquire, 
and  which  he  now  occupies.  December 
25,  1877,  Mr.  Ingalls  was  married  to  Char¬ 
lotte  Ingamells,  who  was  born  in  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  Wisconsin,  January  19,  1856. 
They  have  two  sons — Frank  and  Clarence. 
In  politics  Mr.  Ingalls  is  identified  with  the 


1^11^4 

vv 
vv 

4^41^4 

vv 

1^4  4^1 

l^^4 

vv 

4^1^ 

^41^4 

^4^4 

1^4^ 

^4^ 
4^>l^4 

4^1^ 

1^41^ 

w 
vw 

^>1^4 
^41^ 

1^4  4^ 

vv 

l^l^4 

^^4^4 

4^l^4 

^1^4 

vv 

l^l^4 
4^41^1 

1^41^41 
^41^41 

I 

1^4  W 
1^41^4 
4^1 ^4 

l^^4 

W^4 

wv 

14^1^4 

W^4 

^  fA> 


>::♦; 

>;;♦: 

.♦.♦ 

!♦:;♦: 

!♦::♦: 

V*' 

k”  »Tj 
!♦::♦: 

k”.  »~4 
.... 

*Tj  »T< 

vv 

vv 

*ik”i 

ww 

k” 

V’*' 

iTj 

vv 

k»j  k~i 

vv 

k^<  k~< 

’4'V 

»▼<  k~i 


uv 

vv 

kTi  k~j 

v» 

k»Jk~i 

4'V 

ivk»i 

.... 

vv 

vv 

k^lTJ 

vv 

vv 

iTi 

vv 

v» 

k”i  k~4 

uv 

...... 

vv 

k””i 

v» 

...... 

'4'» 

+  +■ 

r..... 

ir.  k^. 
...... 

...... 

+-  V 
vw 

.—.I 

...... 

... 

...... 

vv 

kT<  k~^ 
...... 

...... 

k” 

...... 

k*  kT( 

vv 

l^kTi 

...... 

k»< 

'4'V 

kTiiTi 

...... 

k^*  k~i 
...... 

k»i  k~4 
...... 

k^ik~i 


446 


HISl'OBY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY . 


Republican  party.  George  Ingalls,  brother 
of  our  subject,  is  also  a  resident  of  Lincoln 
Township,  and  owns  a  fine  farm  of  160 
acres,  on  section  20.  He  was  born  in  Cat¬ 
taraugus  County,  New  York,  March  22, 
1836.  While  living  in  Illinois  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  11,  1858,  to  Miss  Selinda  Wright, 
a  native  of  Allegany  County,  New  York, 
born  October  30,  1834.  lie  came  to  Iowa 
in  1868,  locating  first  in  Story  County,  and 
in  1878  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Ingalls  have  six  children — Fran- 
celia  (wife  of  Howard  Hitchcock),  Charles, 
Harriet,  John,  Georgia  and  Ella. 
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C.  HENRY,  son  of  James  and  Han- 
nah(Clark)  Henry,  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county  in  October, 
1858.  His  father  was  born  April  7, 
^  1 807,  near  Colchester,  Massachussetts, 

and  was  of  Irish  and  English  descent. 
The  father  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Madison  County,  New  York,  and  was  there 
married,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  born  May  6,  1806.  He  removed  with 
his  family  to  Illinois  in  1856,  and  as  before 
stated,  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  1858,  living  in  Mount  Vernon  Township 
till  his  death.  His  wife  also  died  in  this 
township.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children — Albert  Henry,  born  in 
September,  1835,  farming  in  Washington 
Territory;  Alpheus,  born  in  July,  1837, 
living  in  Mt.  Vernon  Township;  D.  C., 
born  August  14,  1840,  in  Madison  County, 
New  York;  Frederick,  born  in  June,  1844, 
and  Hannah  M.,  born  June  2,  1850,  died  in 
August,  1882,  all  the  children  being  born  in 
Madison  County,  New  York.  Our  subject 
was  reared  in  his  native  county  till  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  there  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools.  January 
1,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Maria  E.  Thurs¬ 


ton,  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan, 
December  22,  1842,  a  daughter  of  Ira  and 
Amanda  (Fletcher)  Thurston,  residents  of 
Bremer  County,  Iowa.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living — H.  Mabel,  born  February  2,  1870; 
Bertha  M.,  born  June  2,  1872  ;  Frank  C., 
born  September  14,  1876,  all  in  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  Township.  Charles  C.  was  born  in 
July,  1875,  and  died  August  23,  1875,  and 
George  A.,  born  January  24,  1879,  died 
January  10,  1880.  Mrs.  Henry  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
his  religious  views  Mr.  Henry  is  liberal.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Greenbacker.  He  has  served 
twelve  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has 
also  served  as  assessor,  being  elected  such 
in  the  fall  of  1884.  Mr.  Henry  has  made 
farming  his  principal  occupation  through 
life,  and  has  met  with  fair  success.  He  now 
owns  240  acres  on  section  33,  Mount  V er- 
non  Township.  Mrs.  Henry’s  father  was 
born  in  Lyle,  Brown  County,  New  York, 
February  24,  1810,  and  when  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Michigan,  where  he  was  married, 
living  there  till  about  sixty  years  of  age. 
In  May,  1854,  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled 
in  Bremer  County,  where  he  has  since  re¬ 
sided.  His  wife  was  born  in  Mentor, 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  August  16,  1817. 


AHLON  WILLIAMS,  a  promi¬ 
nent  farmer  of  Spring  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Randolph 
County,  Indiana,  January  27,  1841, 
a  son  of  William  and  Catherine  Will¬ 
iams,  his  father  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  his  mother  of  Indiana.  Of  a 
family  of  twelve  children  but  five  are  liv¬ 
ing — Elizabeth,  Matilda,  Philander,  William 
R.  and  Mahlon.  In  1855  his  parents  came 
to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Spring  Creek  Town 
ship,  Black  Hawk  County,  where  his  moth- 
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er  died  April  5,  1878.  His  father  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 
Mahlon  Williams  remained  with  his  parents 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  when,  July  n,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  at  New  Madrid, 
Corinth,  Iuka,  Vicksburg,  Champion  Hill, 
Jackson,  Chattanooga,  second  battle  at  Cor¬ 
inth,  Ebenezer  Church,  Selma,  Columbus, 
Marysville,  and  many  others  of  minor  im¬ 
portance.  He  was  discharged  in  August, 
1865,  and  returned  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  three  years 
spent  in  Washington  Territory,  he  has  since 
resided.  His  fine  farm  of  360  acres  is  under 
good  cultivation,  and  his  residence  and 
other  improvements,  are  among  the  best  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Williams  was  married 
February  18,  1867,  to  Elizabeth  Rice.  They 
have  two  children — Dennis  and  Ira  C.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 


N.r/. 


I*e* 

^b=^1CHOLAS  WALLISj  propnetor 

of  livery  stable,  La  Porte  City, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  England,  born 
Cornwall  County,  January  4, 
1849,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Jane  Wallis.  Of  nine  children  born  to 
his  parents  six  are  still  living — Mary  J., 
Nicholas,  Richard  D.,  John,  Annie  and 
Albretta.  He  passed  his  boyhood  in  at¬ 
tending  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
country,  and  'when  a  young  man  came  to 
America  with  his  father,  his  mother  immi¬ 
grating  to  this  country  some  three  years 
later.  For  several  years  the  family  resided 
in  Michigan,  and  in  1879  removed  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  the  parents  still  make  their 
home.  Nicholas  Wallis  was  married  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  June  28,1883,  to  Miss  Nellie  Burnett,  of 
Jo  Daviess  County,  that  State.  One  child 
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has  blessed  this  union,  a  son — Floyd  B.  In 
1883  Mr.  Wallis  came  to  Iowa, locating  at  La 
Porte  City,  in  this  county,  and  for  some  time 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  he  having  the  best  conducted  liv¬ 
ery  in  the  city,  and  is  quite  liberally  patron¬ 
ized.  He  has  a  pleasant,  social  disposition, 
and  has  become  popular  among  the  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  his  community.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  voting  that  ticket  in  all 
National  elections. 


r-<S>- 


Wy 


EV.  CHRISTIAN  ESHER  is  a 
native  of  Alsace,  France,  born 


Ogpv.  March  24,  1826,  a  son  of  John  J. 


and  Mary  N.  Esher,  and  a  brother 
y  of  Bishop  Esher,  of  the  German 
!  Evangelical  Association.  When  he 
was  five  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America,  and  after  landing  in 
New  York  they  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
resided  in  Warren  County  a  few  years. 
They  then  moved  to  Cook  County,  Illinois, 
and  there  our  subject  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood,  and  received  an  excellent  education. 
He  left  Illinois  in  1855,  and  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  in 
Big  Creek  Township,  about  three  miles 
northwest  of  La  Porte  City,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  eight  years.  November  8,  1851,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  J.  Kennicott,  a  native 
of  Canada,  born  March  18,  1831,  coming 
with  her  parents,  Levi  and  Abigail  Kenni¬ 
cott,  to  Cook  County,  Illinois,  when  but 
three  years  of  age.  Her  father  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Esher  three  are  living-— Frank  W., 
Edwin  L.  and  Winnie  I.  Mr.  Esher  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  the  German  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Association  in  1868,  but  for  four  years 
previous  had  devoted  much  time  to  preach¬ 
ing  the  gospel.  He  followed  his  ministe¬ 
rial  labors  in  various  places  throughout 
Iowa  for  about  eighteen  years,  when,  on 
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account  of  failing1  health,  in  the  spring  of 
1882  he  retired  from  his  active  duties,  and 
has  since  then  been  a  resident  of  La  Porte 
City,  and  is  still  taking  an  active  interest 
in  all  Christian  work.  lie  is  the  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  of  well  cultivated 
land  located  in  the  township.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


ILLIAM  R.  GRAHAM,  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  was  born  October  1 3y 
1842,  at  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake, 
'  in  what  is  now  Schuyler  County, 


New  York,  a  son  of  Alexander  and 
Abigail  Graham,  who  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  New  York  State,  the  latter  being 
a  daughter  of  General  Martin  Keep.  When 
a  boy  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Janesville, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  enlisted  in  May,  1861, 
in  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  in  the 
following  November  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  comprising  a 
part  of  the  army  of  the  frontier.  He 
was  principally  engaged  in  scouting  and 
recon noitering  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Kan¬ 
sas,  Texas  and  Indian  Territory.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  and 
a  number  of  other  engagements.  He  en¬ 
listed  as  a  private,  but  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  Lieutenant,  having  command 
of  Company  G,  and  served  in  this  position 
till  he  received  his  discharge  in  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Janesville.  In  his  youth  he  attended  the 
Janesville  High  School,  completing  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Michigan  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  graduating  from  that  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  class  of  1 867.  In  1 870  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Wisconsin  State  bar,  but  has 
never  followed  the  legal  profession  for  any 
length  of  time.  For  a  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  firm  of  S.  I.  Russell  &  Co.,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  sash,  doors  and  blmds  at  Chica¬ 
go,  Illinois.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 


Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  since  1876,  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  after  coming  here  was  interested 
with  his  father  in  a  merchant  flourin  g  mill. 
In  1882  a  company  was  formed  for  the 
manufacture  of  paper  at  Cedar  Falls,  of 
which  company  Mr.  Graham  was  chosen 
president  and  manager,  continuing  as  such 
till  January,  1886,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interests.  Mr.  Graham  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1867,  to  Miss  Martha  Hawkins, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Olneyand  Mary  Hawkins, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  They  have  three 
children — Mary  G.,  Alexander  and  Augus¬ 
tus.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellows  orders,  the  Legion  of  Honor 
and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work¬ 
men,  of  which  he  is  at  present  grand  master 
of  the  Loyal  Grand  Lodge.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Cedar 
Falls.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 


OLOMON  HARVEY,  son  of 
George  W.  and  Margaret  Har¬ 
vey,  is  a  native  of  Herkimer 
County,  New  York,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  In 
his  youth  he  obtained  a  common- 
school  education,  which  was  mainly  ac¬ 
quired  by  his  own  exertions.  Leaving  his 
native  State  in  1854,  he  located  in  De  Kalb 
County,  Illinois,  remaining  there  but  a 
short  time.  November  4,  1854,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Oroke, 
of  De  Kalb  County.  Five  sons  have  been 
born  to  this  union — George  W.,  Earl,  Os¬ 
car,  John  and  Willis.  Mr.  Harvey  came 
with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  in  1857,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  first  located  on  a  farm  after  coming  to 
this  county  on  which  he  lived  till  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  late  war.  He  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  D,  Thirty-first  Iowa 
Infantry.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to 
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the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  commanded 
by  General  Grant.  He  served  his  country 
over  a  year,  much  of  the  time  being-  in  ill 
health,  which  necessitated  his  discharge. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Porte  City 
for  many  years,  and  has  won  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  twelve  years,  and  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  his  counsels  have  been  wise  and 
just,  striving  at  all  times  to  be  a  peace¬ 
maker. 


Uftbtjv 


[cy'iWn'e^tf 


Ion.  JEREMIAH  L.  GAY,  section 


33,  Cedar  Township,  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  Black 
Hawk  Countv  since  1856.  He  was 
born  in  Windsor  County,  Vermont, 
December  6,  1821,  a  son  of  Luminary 
and  Lucinda  (Ranney)  Gay,  natives  also  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  He  is  the  eld¬ 
est  of  eight  children,  the  others  being — 
Lester  and  Byron,  of  Oregon  ;  John  R.,  of 
Benton  County,  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Plethynnai 
Brunson,  of  Will  County,  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Eveline  Merrill,  of  Jefferson  County,  Illi¬ 
nois  ;  Mrs.  Minerva  Black,  of  Hardin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Adelaide  Lemon,  of 
Dallas  County,  Iowa.  In  1865  the  parents 
of  Mr.  Gay  made  his  house  their  home,  and 
there  his  father  died  March  31,  1880,  aged 
eighty-three  years.  His  mother  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  and  although  in  the  eighty-eighth  year 
of  her  age  retains  her  physical  and  mental 
vigor  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Our  subject 
was  reared  a  farmer,  and  being  the  eldest 
of  the  family  his  father  early  required  his 
assistance,  and  his  educational  advantages 
were  necessarily  limited.  However,  he 
made  the  best  use  of  the  time  he  had  and  ac¬ 
quired  a  good,  practical,  business  education. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  turned 
his  face  westward,  and  for  a  short  time 
worked  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Cook  County, 
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Illinois,  but  soon  became  a  land-owner.  In 
1850  he  made. his  home  in  Kankakee  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  and  the  same  year  returned  to 
Vermont  for  his  bride  and  was  married 
June  24  to  Caroline  Putnam,  who  was  born 
in  Windsor  County,  Vermont,  February 
20,  1822,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Putnam.  In 
July,  1856,  they  left  Kankakee  County  and 
removed  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  in  November,  1865,  made  their  present 
residence  their  home.  The  homestead  con¬ 
tains  300  acres  of  choice  land,  located  in  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Cedar  River,  and  the 
improvements  are  all  of  the  first  class.  Mr. 
Gay  has  held  almost  every  position  of  pub¬ 
lic  trust  in  the  township.  He  has  served  as 
magistrate  twenty  years.  Although  he  has 
no  children  he  has  given  much  time  and  at¬ 
tention  to  the  school  interests  of  his  town¬ 
ship  and  district.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  and  was 
re-elected  in  1879,  serving  as  legislator  with 
ability  and  efficiency.  He  has  served  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  asylum  for  the 
blind  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  eight  years.  In  pol¬ 
itics  Mr.  Gay  is  identified  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  liberally  endowed  with 
the  qualities  that  make  an  active,  progres¬ 
sive,  public-spirited  citizen. 


’/WVk 


IhARLES  KLECKNER,  an  en- 
||  terprising  farmer  of  Barclay 
Township,  residing  on  section  7, 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  born  in  the  year  1833.  His 
parents,  George  S.  and  Rebecca 


Kleckner  were  natives  of  the  same  State, 
and  were  both  of  German  descent.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  locating  for  a  short 
time  in  Buchanan  County.  He  then  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County  and  settled  on  land 
three  miles  east  of  where  he  now  resides, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then 
removed  to  section  7,  Barclay  Township, 
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buying  eighty  acres  of  land,  1(4  which  he 
has  added  by  subsequent  purchases  till 
he  has  240  acres  where  he  now  resides, 
besides  forty  acres  of  land  in  Buchanan 
County.  He  was  married  in  this  county 
in  1861  to  Anna  Buss,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1845,  and  to  this  union  has 
been  born  one  child — a  son,  named  George 
S.  Mr.  Kleckner  commenced  life  with  no 
capital,  but  by  industry  and  economy,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  good  management  he  has 
made  his  life  a  success,  and  by  his  own  ef¬ 
forts  he  has  acquired  a  good  property,  and 
has  besides  gained  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 
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ft /STORY  OF  FLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


EV.  JOHN  S.  HAUGER,  a  son 
of  Simon  and  Margaret  (Smith) 
/W  Hanger,  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December 
25,  1813.  His  grandfather,  John  S. 
Hauger,  came  to  America  prior  to 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  took  part 
in  that  war  under  command  of  General 
Washington.  After  the  war  he  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  married  Barbara  Miller, 
who,  during  the  war,  had  been  captured 
by  the  Indians,  being  held  a  prisoner  for 
several  years,  when  she  was  released  with 
other  captives  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Si¬ 
mon  Hauger,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  union. 
He  married  Margaret  Smith,  and  of  a 
large  family,  six  children  are  yet  living — 
Jacob,  a  minister  in  the  German  Baptist 
church,  and  for  the  past  forty  years  a  bishop 
of  that  denomination  ;  John  S.,  Simon  S., 
Susan,  Margaret  and  Lydia.  John  S.,  our 
subject,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  early  schools  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  November,  1841,  he  was  married 
to  Harriet  Lint,  of  Somerset  County, 


Pennsylvania.  Eight  of  the  twelve  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  this  union  are  living — Daniel 
C.,  Noah  S.,  Hiram,  John  W.,  Michael, 
William  E.,  Amanda  and  Elmira.  Cyrus, 
Mary,  Lydia  and  Annie  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Hauger  left  his  native  State  with  his 
family  in  1866,  and  after  living  a  few 
months  in  Tazewell  County,  Illinois,  he 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  lo¬ 
cated  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Waterloo 
City,  where  he  resided  about  two  years. 
He  subsequently  settled  on  a  farm  three 
miles  west  of  La  Porte,  living  there  till  the 
fall  of  i860,  since  which  he  has  made  his 
home  in  La  Porte  City.  He  has  been  act¬ 
ively  engaged  in  church  work  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  a  minister  of  the  Evangelical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  although  he  has  retired  from 
active  life,  he  still  occasionally  discourses 
from  the  pulpit.  He  has  ever  been  honor¬ 
able  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  fellowmen,  and  has  spent  a  life  worthy 
of  imitation,  gaining  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  fine 
farms,  containing  290  acres  of  highly  cul¬ 
tivated  land.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
a  Republican. 


OSEPH  THOMPSON,  section  13, 
Mount  Vernon  Township,  was 
born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich¬ 
igan,  April  7,  1836,  a  son  of  Giles 
and  Rebecca  (Whited)  Thompson, 
both  of  whom  died  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  St.  Joseph  County.  His  father 
was  born  December  12,  1791,  in  New 

Hampshire,  where  he  lived  till  after  his 
marriage.  He  then  lived  a  short  time  in 
New  York,  after  which  he  moved  to  San¬ 
dusky  City,  now  called  Fremont,  where  he 
lived  twelve  years,  eight  )^ears  of  this  time 
being  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  then  moved 
to  St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  where  he 
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spent  the  last  years  of  his  life.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  died  in  New 
York  State,  July  18,  1828,  leaving  four 
children — Hiram  G.,  Charles  A.,  Samuel  A. 
and  Mary  C.,  of  whom  Charles  is  the  only 
one  living.  The  latter  is  now  living  in 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri.  He  was  a  sur¬ 
geon  in  the  army  and  has  practiced  as  a 
physician  for  more  than  forty  years.  Giles 
Thompson  married  Rebecca  Whited  for 
his  second  wife.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio. 
She  died  about  1838  leaving  three  children 
— Rebecca,  who  is  now  deceased;  Joseph, 
our  subject,  and  James  W.,  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  Omaha,  Nebraska.  James  W.  en¬ 
listed  in  the  late  war  as  a  private  and  was 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war  as  First 
Lieutenant.  Joseph  W.,  our  subject,  was 
reared  at  his  birth-place  and  there  received 
a  limited  common-school  education.  He 
was  married  October  4,  i860,  to  Rhoda  H. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Levi  G.  and  Harty  M. 
(Curtis)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  the  father  born  May 
31,  1 8 1 1 ,  and  the  mother  August  31,  1813. 
Her  parents  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  county,  and  in  1846  moved 
with  their  family  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Michigan,  where  they  lived  till  their  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  five  children 
— Harold  L.,  born  August  1,  1861,  living  at 
home;  Lora  H.,  born  December  25,  1862, 
wife  of  Cyrus  E.  Hall,  living  at  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa;  Hattie  T.,  born  October  11,  1864, 
teaching  in  Iowa;  Grace  Mabel;  born  No¬ 
vember  16,  1879,  aad  Charles  Arthur,  born 
September  29,  1881.  Mr.  Thompson  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County  in  November,  1863, 
and  settled  on  section  14,  Mt.  Vernon 
Township,  where  he  has  since  resided,  his 
land  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  being  only 
partly  improved.  He  owns  forty  acres  on 
section  13  and  eighty  acres  on  section  14, 
all  well  cultivated,  and  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings,  which  have  all  been  built 
since  he  came  here,  are  in  excellent  condi¬ 


tion.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  assessor  for  two 
terms  and  has  also  served  as  tax  collector. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  one  term  and 
for  several  years  was  township  assessor  and 
has  polled  every  vote  on  both  tickets. 


OHN  J.  EMMERT,  section  12, 
Z,  Poyner  Township,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Black  Hawk  County 


land 


since  1868.  He  then  bought  280 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  paying  for 
it  $23.50  per  acre,  there  being  on  the 
a  small  frame  house  and  shed.  He 
now  owns  440  acres,  located  on  sections  12, 
13  and  14,  besides  having  320  acres  in  liti¬ 
gation.  When  he  came  to  this  county 
everything  was  booming.  Wheat  sold  at 
$1.92,  corn  at  72  cents,  and  land  was  rapidly 
advancing  in  price.  Mr.  Emmert  has  a 
large  and  commodious  frame  residence, 
which  he  built  in  1875,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 
His  barn,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
township,  being  105  x  60  feet,  was  built  in 
1881,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000,  he  having 
paid  $4,000  in  cash.  He  has  an  addition  to 
his  barn,  12  x  32  feet,  which  he  uses  for  a 
milk  house  and  store  room.  He  also  has  a 
crib  which  holds  about  2,000  bushels  of 
corn,  and  other  good  farm  buildings.  He 
can  stable  fifty-two  cows  and  thirty-two 
head  of  horses,  his  stable  being  100  x  32 
feet  in  dimension.  He  makes  his  own  but¬ 
ter,  keeping  about  twenty-five  cows.  He 
has  about  100  head  of  cattle,  twenty-five 
horses,  and  150  head  of  hogs.  He  raises 
on  an  average  175  acres  of  corn  a  year. 
Mr.  Emmert  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  May  25,  1837,  a  son 
of  John  and  Susannah  (Zimmerman)  Em¬ 
mert.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  his 
native  county  and  went  to  Lee  County, 
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Illinois,  where  he  worked  for  farmers  by 
the  month  for  two  years.  He  then  rented 
a  farm  on  which  he  lived  one  year,  when 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  August, 
1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  after  being  with 
his  regiment  a  short  time  he  was  taken 

o 

sick,  and  for  seven  weeks  was  in  Brown’s 
United  States  Hospital,  near  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  After  leaving  the  hospital  he 
was  detailed  into  the  Ouartermaster’s  de- 

(V 

partment,  where  he  served  till  being  mus¬ 
tered  out  in  April,  1865.  He  then  returned 
to  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  till  1868,  he  and 
his  brother  David  having  rented  their 
father’s  farm,  which  they  purchased  some 
five  years  later.  In  1868  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  selling  his  interest  in 
the  stock  to  his  brother  at  that  time,  and  a 
few  years  later  returned  to  Somerset 
County  and  sold  his  interest  in  the  farm  to 
his  brother.  Mr.  Emmert  was  married 
August  19,  1866,  to  Elizabeth  Maurer,  who 
was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  January  6,  1841,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Walker)  Maurer,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  county,  the  father  born 
January  3,  1791,  and  the  mother,  January  5, 
1799.  Mrs.  Emmert  is  the  youngest  of 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
Her  father  was  of  German  descent.  He 
died  in  Somerset  County,  August  7,  1866, 
his  father,  Phillip  Maurer,  dying  in  the 
same  county.  Mrs.  Maurer  died  in  the 
same  county,  October  15,  1884.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Emmert  have  been  born  four 
children — Ross  W.,  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  August  31,  1867  ; 
Clara  B.,  born  November  11,  1869,  in  Black 
Ha  wk  County,  died  March  4,  1876,  of 
diphtheria;  Carrie  V.,  born  August  15, 
1877,  Black  Hawk  County,  and  Anna 
May,  born  May  25,  1871,  died  of  diphtheria 
March  29,  1876.  In  religious  belief  Mrs 
Emmert  is  a  Lutheran.  Politically  Mr. 


Emmert  is  a  Republican.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  matters;  and 
for  twelve  years  has  been  school  treasurer, 
serving  as  school  director  for  five  years. 
John  Emmert,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1791,  in  the  same  house  as  his  son,  John  J., 
and  died  within  a  mile  of  the  same  house, 
in  1869.  His  father,  Wendell  Emmert,  was 
born  in  Emmertsburgh,  Maryland.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Somerset 
County,  where  he  died  in  1792.  Mrs.  Em¬ 
mert,  our  subject’s  mother,  was  born  in 
Somerset,  Somerset  County,  in  1794.  Her 
father,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  was  a  native  of 
Hesse,  Germany,  and  was  one  of  the  Hessian 
soldiers  who  were  captured  by  General 
Washington,  he  being  then  only  seventeen 
years  old.  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  became  a  soldier  in  the  American 
army,  and  was  in  camp  at  Valley  Forge. 
He  married  a  New  England  woman,  Su¬ 
sannah  Kissinger,  who  was  of  English 
descent,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
lived  many  years. 


TUART  SMILEY  was  born  No¬ 
vember  27,  1808,  in  Bradford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of 
John  and  Susan  Smiley,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  his  parents — Stuart,  Betsy,  T homas 
T.,  Benjamin  S.,  Joseph,  David,  Nancy,  and 
John  M.  (deceased).  Stuart  Smiley  was 
reared  irr  his  native  county,  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  that  early  day.  He  has 
been  three  times  united  in  marriage,  tak¬ 
ing  for  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  Fairbanks, 
by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children — Susan 
A.,  Melvina  E.,  Thomas  J.,  Edgar  A., 
Stuart  L.,  Frederick  L.,  Charles  E.,  Deett, 
Mary  O.,  William  J.,  Frank  B.,  Adelia  M. 
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and  George  D.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
second  wife  was  Sarah  Vosburgh,  and  of 
the  two  children,  Myrtie  and  Bessie,  born 
to  this  union  both  are  deceased.  For  his 
present  wife  he  married  Miss  Mary  Rod- 
man.  Mr.  Smiley  located  in  DeKalb  County, 
Illinois,  about  1859,  and  after  a  residence 
there  of  six  years  he  removed  to  Linn 
County,  Iowa.  In  1870  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  La  Porte 
City,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Before  leaving  Pennsylvania  he  served  for 
many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  holding 
the  same  office  fora  short  time  while  living 
in  Linn  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Smiley  is  a 
liberal  supporter  to  both  church  and  social 
enterprises,  and  in  all  the  affairs  of  his 
township  and  county  takes  an  active  inter¬ 
est.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  located  in  Big  Creek  Township. 


ip*  ' 


LUjiftrd 


^EV.  WILLIAM  R.  BRADFIELD, 
pastor  of  the  Free  Methodist 
church  at  Colfax,  Jasper  County, 
Iowa,  lives  on  section  8,  Spring 
Creek  Township,  where  he  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  235  acres.  He  was  born 
in  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  February 
20,  1840,  a  son  of  Carey  and  Atlantic  Q. 
(Bales)  Bradfield,  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk 
County.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  farming  which  he  followed  forty-four 
years,  and  in  1884  began  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry,  although  for  several  years  he  had 
held  an  exhorter’s  license.  He  has  now 
been  on  a  circuit  a  year  and  a  half.  He 
has  always  been  a  hard-working  man,  and 
his  industry  and  good  management  has 
gained  him  a  fine  property.  He  is  now  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ministry,  and  has 
made  many  friends,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
church.  He  was  married  in  1861  to  Mar¬ 
tha  E.  Conor,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born 
April  6,  1846,  daughter  of  William  and 


Maria  Conor.  They  have  three  children — 
John  J.,  Rosa  E.  and  William  R.  The  eld¬ 
est  son  now  has  charge  of  the  farm,  and 
is  an  industrious  and  thrifty  young  farmer. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bradfield  is  a  Republican. 


LBERT  VITTUM,  one  of  the  old 
^1)0!"  pioneers  of  Lincoln  Township,  re- 


siding  on  section  30,  was  born  in 
Sandwich,  Carroll  County,  New 
■f  Hampshire,  the  fourth  child  of  Eph- 
*'  raim  and  Hannah  (Eaton)  Vittum.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  State,  his  youth 
being  spent  on  a  farm  and  in  attending  the 
district  schools.  He  remained  under  the 
home  roof  until  he  reached  his  twenty-first 
year,  when  he  went  to  Newton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  there  worked  one  season  in  a 
nursery.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
went  to  Boston,  remaining  there  till  1856, 
and  during  his  three  years  residence  at 
that  city  he  was  employed  as  mail  carrier, 
and  part  of  the  time  drove  an  express 
wagon.  He  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  in  1856,  where  he  had  previously  lo¬ 
cated  300  acres  of  land  on  sections  30  and 
31,  Lincoln  Township,  which  land  he  still 
owns.  He  was  the  second  man  who  settled 
in  Lincoln  Township,  he  building  the  first 
frame  residence  here,  where  -he  kept  bache¬ 
lor’s  hall.  He  returned  East  in  1859,  liv¬ 
ing  a  man  in  charge  of  his  property.  He 
again  returned  to  Black  Hawk  County  in 
1863,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
his  farm  now  containing  460  acres  of  choice 
land.  Beside  his  home  farm  he  owns  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  on  Black  Hawk  Creek. 
He  was  married  in  March,  1864,  to  Mary 
E.  Sherrett,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Edgar  and  Frank.  He  was  legally  divorced 
from  his  first  wife,  and  in  March,  1870,  he 
was  married  to  Martha  A.  Baker,  a  native 
of  Canada,  born  June  21,  1845,  and  to  this 
union  has  been  born  six  children — Arthur, 
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Ernest,  Henrietta,  Aliena,  Clarence  and 
Garfield.  Mrs.  Vittum’s  parents,  David 
and  Rebecca  Baker,  moved  to  Lee  County, 
Illinois,  in  1849,  and  in  1856  removed  to 
this  county,  locating  near  Waterloo.  They 
are  now  residents  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Vittum’s 
parents  died  in  Brockton,  Massachusetts, 
the  mother  dying  in  the  year  1864.  The 
father  survived  till  1874,  when  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents  only  three  are 
now  living — Asahel,  of  South  Reading, 
Vermont ;  Edwin  E.,  living  in  Brockton, 
Massachusetts,  and  Albert,  our  subject. 
Mr.  Vittum  is  always  active  in  promoting 
every  enterprise  that  tends  to  advance  the 
interest  of  his  township,  and  is  much  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him.  lie  has  served  as  supervisor  for  four 
years,  and  as  assessor  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  For  six  years  he  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  many  years 
was  an  efficient  school  director.  Politically 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 


$  RSON  EIGHMEY,  a  son  of  Leman 
and  Chloe  Eighmey,  is  a  native  of 
^  Iowa,  born  in  Rock  Dale,  Du¬ 
buque  County,  July  6,  1849.  IR  his 
youth  he  worked  in  the  lead  mines 
of  his  native  county,  and  in  the  year 
1868  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
with  his  parents,  settling  in  Eagle  Town¬ 
ship,  on  section  10,  where  his  father  died 
April  14,  1872.  He  now  owns  the  home¬ 
stead,  to  which  he  has  added  till  the  farm 
contains  120  acres  of  choice  land.  His 
widowed  mother  makes  her  home  with 
him.  March  22,  1877,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  E.  Hopkins,  who  was 
born  in  Waterloo,  this  county,  February  6, 
1857,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Adeline 


Hopkins.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
three  children — Edith  M.,  Ada  and  Lu- 
cretia  G.  Mrs.  Eighmey  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Eighmey  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 


BRA  HAM  E.  BROWN,  the  fifth 
child  of  Otho  and  Susan  Brown, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  April  25,  1845. 

His  father  being  a  farmer,  Abra¬ 
ham  was  reared  to  that  occupation, 
which  he  has  always  followed.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  commenced  life  for 
himself,  and  determining  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  West  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  arriving  at  Waterloo,  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1863.  For  several  years  he  worked 
by  the  month  at  farm  labor,  and  with  his 
earnings  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  raw 
prairie  land  on  section  34,  Orange  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve, 
making  his  home  there  soon  after.  To  his 
original  purchase  he  has  since  added  eighty 
acres  and  now  owns  a  finely  improved 
farm  of  160  acres,  with  a  comfortable  home 
residence  and  excellent  farm  buildings. 
Mr.  Brown  was  married  January  13,  1867, 
to  Miss  Lydia  Lichty,  a  native  of  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  born  October  14, 
1844,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
township  in  i860,  where  ‘they  still  reside. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  five  children — 
Susan,  Ervin,  John,  Maggie  and  William. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  and  their  daughter  Su¬ 
san  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Brown  is 
a  thorough  and  practical  farmer,  and  is  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Orange  Town¬ 
ship.  His  parents  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  them  were  born  six  children.  Their  eld- 
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est  son,  Thomas,  and  their  daughter,  Bar¬ 
bara,  died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Jacob, 
Henry  and  Jeremiah  still  live  in  their  na¬ 
tive  State,  Abraham  being  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  to  make  his  home  in  the 
West.  The  father  died  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Pennsylvania  in  i860,  since  which 
the  mother  has  made  her  home  with  her 
children  in  that  State. 


ANIEL  H.  FISH,  one  of  the  lead- 


. .  ing  farmers  of  Orange  Township, 

^3?^  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
W  si  ice  1864,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  farm,  at  that  time  unculti¬ 
vated  land  on  which  no  improvements 
had  been  made.  He  now  occupies  one  of 
the  finest  residences  in  the  township,  and 
his  farm,  which  contains  240  acres,  is  now 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  his 
farm  buildings,  all  of  which  have  been 
erected  by  him,  are  in  good  condition.  Mr- 
Fish  was  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
Canada,  December  9,  1837,  being  the  young, 
est  of  a  family  of  nine  children  of  Ellery  and 
Hannah  (Carpenter)  Fish,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont  and  New  York  respectively. 
His  parents  removed  from  New  York  State 
with  their  family  of  eight  children  about 
the  year  1834,  and  located  in  Canada,  from 
whence  they  removed  to  Illinois,  becoming 
residents  of  Kane  County  for  a  short  time. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1852  they  removed  to 
Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
that  county  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood,  he  remaining  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents  till  after  his  marriage.  He 
was  married  January  30,  1861,  to  Mary 
M.  Jameyson,  who  was  born  near  Toron¬ 
to,  Canada,  March  25,  1843,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Jameyson.  When  she  was  a 
child  her  parents  left  Canada  for  Ohio,  in 
which  State  her  father  died.  Her  mother 


subsequently  removed  with  her  family  to 
Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  she  died.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fish  have  two  children — Edwinie 
and  Charles  A.  Mr.  Fish  continued  to  live 
with  his  parents  till  he  settled  on  the  place 
in  1864  which  he  still  owns  and  occupies. 
His  parents  accompanied  him  to  his  new 
home  and  made  their  home  with  him  till 
their  death.  The  father  died  in  February, 
1 87 5,  aged  eighty-four  years,  the  mother 
dying  in  July  of  the  same  year  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish 
and  their  daughter  are  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Waterloo.  In  pol¬ 
itics  Mr.  Fish  has  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  since  casting  his  first 
vote.  He  has  served  as  supervisor,  and  has 
held  other  local  offices  since  coming  to  this 
county,  and  is  ever  active  in  promoting 
all  enterprises  that  pertain  to  the  good  of 
the  county. 


"iQJL&Q. K 


M'S 


llll!UNCAN  CAMPBELL>  farmer, 
section  16,  Barclay  Township,  is 

a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in 
ivY  Perthshire  in  1820,  a  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Campbell,  who  died 
in  their  native  land.  He  was  reared 
in  Scotland,  and  in  1858  came  to  America 
and  lived  in  Canada  three  years.  In  1861 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  buying  a  tract  of  unculti¬ 
vated  land  in  Barclay  Township.  This 
land  he  has  improved,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  It  contains 
420  acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  with  a 
pleasant  residence  and  good  farm  build¬ 
ings.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  in¬ 
fluential  men  of  the  township,  an  industri¬ 
ous,  economical  citizen  and  honorable  up¬ 
right  business  man.  In  1866,  thinking  the 
time  had  come  for  him  to  take  a  wife,  he 
returned  to  his  native  country,  as  the  girls 
of  Scotland  were  reared  more  to  his  fancy 
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than  the  American  earls,  and  there  he  mar- 
ried  Margaret  Young,  who  was  born  in 
1836.  They  have  three  children — John, 
James  and  Finley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp¬ 
bell  arc  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
in  local  elections  votes  for  men,  not  party. 
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ARLEY  P.  EIGHMEY  has  been 
a  resident  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  since  August,  1865,  when 
i£tJ  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion  9,  Eagle  Township.  Mr.  Eigh- 
mey  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  New 
York,  December  25,  1842,  a  son  of  Leman 
and  Chloe  (Barrass)  Eighmey.  When  he 
was  five  years  of  age  his  parents  settled  in 
Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  and  in  that  county 
his  boyhood  was  spent.  November  16, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  ITehadpre- 
viously  enlisted  without  the  consent  of  his 
parents,  at  the  first  call  of  President  Lin¬ 
coln.  His  first  engagement  was  at  Blue 
Mills,  Missouri,  after  which  he  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  siege  of  Corinth, 
Hatchie  River,  and  in  the  campaign  and 
battles  leading  up  to  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Vicksburg.  He  was  also  at  the  battle  of 
Jackson,  and  soon  after  re-enlisted  and 
returned  home  on  a  veteran  furlough. 
He  then  joined  Sherman’s  army  at  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  and  was  in  the  battle  in 
front  of  Atlanta.  July  22  his  regiment 
lost  every  commanding  officer  who  went 
into  the  battle,  coming  out  of  action  un¬ 
der  command  of  a  Sergeant.  Mr.  Eighmey 
followed  the  banners  of  Sherman  to  the 
sea,  and  through  the  Carolinas,  taking 
part  at  the  final  grand  review  at  Wash¬ 
ington  in  June,  1865.  He  was  a  gallant 
and  faithful  soldier,  and  during  his  entire 
term  of  service  was  never  in  hospital, 
never  missed  a  march,  participating  in  all  the 


battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged, 
and  was  one  of  the  few  who  never  received 
a  woun  d.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  July,  1865.  Mr.  Eighmey  came  to  Ea¬ 
gle  Township  a  single  man,  but  returned 
to  Dubuque  County  for  his  bride,  Miss 
Jennie  Bradbury,  whom  he  married  Octo¬ 
ber  11,  1866.  She  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  March  16,  1842,  coming  to  Amer¬ 
ica  with  her  parents,  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
Bradbury,  in  1854.  Her  father  died  of 
cholera  in  the  hospital  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  when  her  mother  went  with  her 
family  to  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1856  settled  in  Dubuque  County, 
Iowa.  She  died  of  apoplexy  August  22, 
1 875 ,  while  on  a  visit  to  Mrs  Eighmey.  Of 
the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eighmey  two  are  living — Leman  and  Orlie 
C.  Louisa  and  Charles  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Eighmey  began  life  in  Eagle  Township 
on  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land.  He 
has  by  his  industry  and  good  management 
brought  his  land  under  fine  cultivation,  and 
has  added  to  it  till  he  now  owns  120  acres, 
with  a  comfortable  home  and  good  farm 
buildings.  He  has  served  his  township 
many  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
township  treasurer  four  years,  and  was  also 
school  secretary  of  the  township.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  and  his  wife  are  attendants  of  Union 
Church  in  Eagle  Township.  Mr.  Eighmey 
is  a  member  of  Robert  Anderson  Post,  No. 
68,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Waterloo. 

— .  -*► 

D.  CLARK,  residing  on  the  north- 
K  east  quarter  of  section  2,  Poyner 
Township,  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  August  n,  1836,  a 
son  of  Elick  and  Eunice  (Brown) 
Clark,  the  father  a  native  of  Rut¬ 
land,  Vermont.  Both  parents  died  in  Ash¬ 
tabula  County,  the  father  in  1867  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  and  the  mother  in  1852 
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aged  fifty-two  years.  A.  D.  was  reared  at 
his  native  place  and  in  his  youth  received 
a  good  common-school  education.  October 
8,  1 86 1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  First 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  for  a  time  served 
in  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas.  He  participated  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Perry ville,  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga  and  Mission  Ridge,  serving  under 
General  Sherman  till  the  capture  of  Atlan¬ 
ta,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps.  He  was  discharged 
October  8,  1864.  In  March,  1867,  he  came 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  when  he 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  at  that 
time  was  an  unimproved  tract  of  land.  He 
now  owns  160  acres  of  well-cultivated  land, 
a  comfortable  residence,  surrounded  by 
fine  grounds,  and  barns  and  sheds  in  good 
condition.  Since  coming  to  Iowa  he  has 
taught  school  every  winter  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three,  and  during  the  summers  has 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Clark 
was  married  April  22,  i860,  to  Mary  Lind¬ 
sey,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Matilda 
(Baker)  Lindsey,  both nativesof  New  York. 
Mr.  Lindsey  is  now  living  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark  three  are  living — Ellen  M., 
Charlie  L.  and  Roscoe  L.  An  infant  un¬ 
named  died  in  1861.  Mr.  Clark  has  served 
his  township  as  assessor  for  several  years. 


UTHER  O.  HOWLAND,  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements,  Cedar 
Falls,  is  a  native  of  Columbia 
County,  New  York,  born  November 
18,  1838,  a  son  of  George  and  Eliza 
L  Howland.  The  Howland  family  is  de¬ 
scended  from  John  Howland,  a  Puritan,  who 
left  his  native  country  on  account  of  his  re¬ 
ligious  persecution,  coming  to  this  country 
in  the  Mayflower,  and  locating  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  When  an  infant  our  subject,  Lu- 

46 


ther  O.,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Fredo- 
ma,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Fredonia  Academy  and  after  completing  his 
education  he  followed  school-teaching  very 
successfully  for  several  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1864  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and 
began  dealing  in  agricultural  implements, 
which  he  has  since  followed,  and  lately  has 
established  a  branch  store  at  Waterloo,  this 
county.  September  18,  1878,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Sawyer,  a  Normal  grad¬ 
uate,  a  daughter  of  Levi  B.  and  Jane  B. 
Sawyer,  the  father  living  in  Washington 
County,  Maine,  and  the  mother  deceased. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Howland— Eugene  L.,  born  April  2,  1880; 
Laura  J.,  born  June  3,  188 j,  and  Luther  H., 
born  July  26,  1885.  Mr.  Howland  ranks 
among  the  best  business  men  of  Cedar 
Falls,  where  he  is  much  respected  for  his 
many  manly  qualities.  He  has  served  as 
city  councilman  for  six  consecutive  years  by 
re-election.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and  the 
Masonic  order,  and  is  also  grand  recorder 
of  the  Loyal  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


OHN  F.  MESSINGER,  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  of  East  Water- 
1  loo  Township,  was  born  in  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  Indiana,  in  March,  1831, 
W  the  third  son  of  John  H.  and  Mary 
tt  (Miller)  Messinger,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of 
Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children.  In  the  winter  of  1846  the  father 
removed  with  his  family  to  Bremer 
County,  Iowa,  settling  in  what  is  known 
as  the  big  woods.  He  was  the  first  post¬ 
master  appointed  in  Bremer  County,  where 
he  resided  till  his  death,  which  occurred 
about  July,  1859.  John  F.,  our  subject,  was 
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in  his  sixteenth  year  when  his  parents  came 
to  Iowa.  lie  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Bremer  County,  and  was  the  first  man  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  county.  lie  was  married  in 
1851,  to  Phoebe  Tibbetts,  a  native  of 
Marion  County,  Indiana.  Of  the  nine  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  this  union  seven  are  living — 

k> 

Melissa  and  Melitia  (twins),  Isabella  J., 
M  arquis,  Nettie  A.,  and  Hattie  and  Mattie 
(twins).  Mr.  Messinger  resided  in  Bremer 
County  till  1866,  when  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  and  settled 
in  Mount  Vernon,  near  his  present  farm, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1882  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided,  containing  forty  acres  of 
choice  land,  and  located  three  miles  north  of 
Waterloo.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  small  fruits,  and  during  the  year 
1885  sold  13,000  quarts  of  strawberries  and 
raspberries.  He  is  also  engaged  in  raising 
stock,  making  a  specialty  of  horses  and 


hogs. 


'Vk/v* 


f EORGE  F.  WARD,  one  of  the 


'$F‘ 


leading  citizens  of  Black  Hawk 
Township,  was  born  in  Rutland 
tv  County,  Vermont,  in  the  town  of 
;;  Brandon,  May  1,  1817,  a  son  of  Eras- 
tus  and  Mary  Ward.  His  mother  dy¬ 
ing  when  he  was  about  five  )7ears  of  age,  he 
was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  uncle,  James 
Ward,  with  whom  he  lived  till  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  life  on  his 
own  account.  He  located  in  Michigan  in 
1833,  and  came  to  Chicago  in  1836,  then  a 
village,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Old  Settlers’ 
Society  of  Chicago,  which  is  composed  of 
men  who  resided  in  that  city  prior  to  1840. 
Mr.  Ward  was  married  in  Chicago,  April 
10,  1844,  to  Miss  E.  J.  Watson,  who  was 
born  in  Akron,  Ohio,  October  29,  1825,  her 
father,  N.  W.  Watson,  becoming  a  resident 
of  Chicago  in  1842.  They  have  a  family  of 


five  children — Mary  Ellen,  wife  of  Herman 
Wood,  of  Amador,  California;  Charles, 
in  the  employ  of  the  American  Express 
Company;  George  F.,  Jr.,  and  Fred.  A., 
residing  at  home.  MrAVard  has  done 
what  few  men  can  boast  of.  He  has  made 
the  whole  distance  from  Boston,  Masschu- 
setts,  to  San  Francisco  by  wagon.  In  1850 
he  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mining  for  two  years, 
returning  in  1853.  El  the  spring  of  1854 
he  visited  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  560  acres  of  land  in  Black  Hawk 
Township.  He  then  returned  to  Chicago 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  again 
visited  Black  Hawk  County  and  bought 
120  acres  more.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  Mr.  Ward  assisted  in  recruiting 
Company  C,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry,  of 
which  he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  The  regiment  did  duty  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was  one  of  the 
most  gallant  cavalry  regiments  in  that  army. 
The  regiment  was  employed  most  of  the 
time  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  till  Septem¬ 
ber,  1862.  It  was  under  General  Miles  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  surrounded  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Jackson’s  rebel  force  when  the  officers 
of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  the 
Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  with  a  few  of 
the  Maryland  Cavalry,  received  permission 
from  General  Miles  to  cut  their  way  out  if 
they  were  able.  They  did  so,  thus  saving 
themselves  from  being  included  in  that 
disgraceful  capitulation,  and  for  their  gal¬ 
lantry  on  that  occasion  they  received  the  ap¬ 
plause  of  the  whole  nation.  In  making  their 
way  out  they  captured  a  train  of  seventy- 
three  wagons  belonging  to  General  Long- 
street’s  corps.  Lieutenant  Wood  was  dis¬ 
abled  in  the  retreat,  by  being  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  was  so  injured  as  to  necessi¬ 
tate  his  discharge  and  entitle  him  to  the  pen 
sion  which  he  now  receives.  During  his 
service  he  was  promoted  to  First  Lieuten¬ 
ant.  In  1864  Mr.  Ward  became  a  resident  of 
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Black  Hawk  County  and  soon  after  com¬ 
ing  here  he  settled  on  section  28,  Black 
Hawk  Township,  where  he  remained  till 
1870.  He  then  resided  ten  years  in  Wa¬ 
terloo,  and  in  1880  settled  in  his  present 
residence  on  section  34, .  where  he  has  a 
valuable  farm  of  380  acres,  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings  being  among  the  best  in  his 
part  of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward 
are  known  and  respected  throughout  the 
county,  and  friends  and  acquaintances  are 
always  extended  a  hearty  welcome  at  their 
hospitable  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Ward  affil¬ 
iates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Waterloo  Lodge,  No.  105,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  chapter  at 
Waterloo. 


REDERICK  WEISBARD,  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder,  and  proprie- 
tor  of  the  Cedar  Falls  planing 
mills,  at  Cedar  Falls,  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Au- 

I  gust  24,  1832,  a  son  of  Christian 
Weisbard.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
country,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner.  In  1850  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  America,  and  for  the  first  three 
years  followed  his  trade  in  New  York.  He 
then  went  to  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  remaining  there  till  the  summer  of 
1857,  since  which  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
becoming  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
and  builders  of  the  place.  He  was  married 
in  the  year  1853,  to  Miss  Sophia  Schram, 
and  of  the  eight  children  born  to  this  union 
two  are  deceased.  Those  living  are — 
Louisa,  William  F.,  Henry  L.,  Carrie,  Es¬ 
ther  and  Clinton.  In  his  religious  views, 
Mr.  Weisbard  is  identified  with  the  Ger¬ 
man  Evangelical  Association,  in  which  he 
has  held  many  of  the  important  offices. 
Since  his  residence  here  he  has  proved 
himself  to  be  an  honest,  industrious  citizen, 


and  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor.  In  politics  he  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Republican  party. 


ESSE  COOPER,  residing  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls,  was  born  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Amos  and 
Jane  Cooper,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  respect- 
ively.  Of  ten  children  born  to  his 
parents,  five  are  yet  living,  whose  names 
are — John,  Phoebe,  Amos,  Jesse,  and 
Dorinda.  Our  subject  was  but  ten  years 
old  when  his  ‘  mother  died,  from  which 
time  till  he  grew  to  manhood  he  was  more 
or  less  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  William  P. 
Owen.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  went 
with  his  father  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  came 
to  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  County. 
His  primary  education  was  received 
at  the  common  schools,  and  after  com¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  he  attended  college  at 
Mount  Vernon,  Linn  County,  for  a  time. 
In  June,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served 
in  several  different  corps.  His  first  engage¬ 
ment  was  at  Blue  Hill,  in  Missouri,  under 
General  Hurlbut.  He  also  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  sieges  of 
Vicksburg  and  Atlanta,  battle  of  Jackson 
and  Black  River  Bridge,  and  other  engage¬ 
ments  of  equal  importance,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  having 
served  the  last  seven  months  as  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Cooper  has  made  farm¬ 
ing  the  principal  avocation  of  his  life,  but 
at  present  is  engaged  in  the  livery  busi¬ 
ness,  he  having  established  his  livery  stable 
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at  Cedar  Falls  about  three  years  ago.  He 
is  classed  among  t he  well-to-do  citizens  of 
the  place,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known.  Beside  his  livery  business,  he  is 
the  owner  of  a  well-cultivated  farm,  con¬ 
taining  160  acres.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Friends  society.  Politically  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 

<3 - - ES- 

Jj|AMUEL  R.  CROTY,  proprietor 
jgJSyr  of  livery,  Waterloo,  was  born  in 
Detroit,  Michigan,  August  12, 
IBN  1842,  his  parents,  Richard  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Power)  Croty,  being  both 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and 
early  settlers  in  Detroit.  When  he  was  an 
infant  his  parents  moved  to  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  thence  to  La  Salle  County,  Illinois, 
where  they  resided  till  their  death.  Sam¬ 
uel  R.  went  from  La  Salle  County  to 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  dealing  in  horses.  In  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1873  he  came  to  Waterloo,  and 
established  his  present  livery,  and  is  also 
dealing  in  horses.  His  stable,  which  is 
located  on  Fifth  street,  on  the  west  side  of 
Cedar  River,  is  well  stocked  with  horses 
and  vehicles  of  all  kinds.  His  long  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  livery,  and  handling  of  horses, 
makes  him  well  qualified  for  his  present 
business.  He  was  married  in  1874  to  Sarah 
Watson,  of  Waterloo.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children — Walter  and  Alice. 


jgAMES  E.  SEDGWICK,  senior 
C  member  of  the  firm  of  Sedgwick 
Brothers,  is  the  second  son  of 
Theodore  H.  and  Laura  S.  Sedg 
wick,  who  were  natives  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  He  is  a  native  of 
Illinois,  born  in  the  city  of  Moline,  June  4, 
1854.  He  was  educated  at  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary  of  Onarga,  Illinois,  after  which 


he  taught  school  a  few  winters.  He  then 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  in 
January,  1881.  The  following  August  Mr. 
Sedgwick  came  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and 
immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  which  he  continued  alone  till  July, 
1882,  and  at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in 
writing  a  set  of  abstract  books.  In  January, 
1882,  he  became  associated  with  his  brother, 
C.  C.  Sedgwick,  thus  forming  the  present 
firm  of  Sedgwick  Brothers,  and  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  their  law  and  abstract  business 
they  are  dealing  in  real  estate.  Mr.  Sedg¬ 
wick  has  served  two  terms  as  township 
clerk.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
People’s  Mutual  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


HARLES  C.  SEDGWICK,  of  the 
firm  of  Sedgwick  Brothers,  at¬ 
torneys,  abstractors  and  dealers 
in  real  estate,  of  Waterloo,  is  a  na- 
5^  tive  of  McHenry  County,  Illinois^ 
born  November  16,  1851.  He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Theodore  and  Laura  S.  (Par¬ 
sons)  Sedgwick,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
McHenry  County.  The  father  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army  from  McHenry  County 
and  served  one  year.  After  being  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  the  service  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  and 
in  March,  1882,  removed  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  still  resides. 
Charles  C.,  our  subject,  received  his  pri¬ 
mary  education  in  his  native  county,  and 
later  attended  Prairie  Seminary  and  Busi¬ 
ness  College  in  Iroquois  County.  After 
completing  his  education  he  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  and  shortly  after  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  station  agent  by  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad.  He  was  married  in  1876  to 
Louie  M.  Talley,  of  Paxton,  Illinois.  In 
January,  1882,  Mr.  Sedgwick  came  to  Wa- 
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terloo,  this  county,  his  brother,  James  E., 
having  preceded  him  in  July,  1881.  To¬ 
gether  they  wrote  up  a  complete  set  of 
abstract  books,  which  are  still  owned  by 
them  and  used  in  their  business,  and  for 
which  enterprise  they  are  entitled  to  much 
credit.  Charles  C.  Sedgwick  was  appointed 
assessor  of  the  city  of  Waterloo,  in  1882, 
which  office  he  has  since  held  by  re-elec¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Sedgwick  studied  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  after  coming  to  Water¬ 
loo,  which  aids  him  very  materially  in 
conducting  his  real-estate  business.  He  is 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  appointed 
auditor  of  the  People’s  Mutual  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  and  is  also  manager 
of  the  Waterloo,  Waverly  and  Cedar  Falls 
Underwriter’s  Union. 


OHN  MICHAELSON,  deceased, 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  August  25,  1822.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  country,  and 
when  a  young  man  immigrated  to 
America.  He  was  married  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  in  July,  1872,  to  Miss  Frederica  Som- 
merfield,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  F.  A.  and  Caroline  Sommerfield,  with 
whom  she  came  to  America  when  in  her 
eighteenth  year.  Her  father  was  engaged 
in  business  for  a  time  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
but  subsequently  retired  to  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois.  Mr.  Michaelson  came  to  La  Porte 
City,  Iowa,  in  1872,  and  for  several  years 
was  extensively  engaged  dealing  in  grain 
and  lumber,  and  in  this  business  he  met 
with  excellent  success.  He  died  at  this 
city  October  8,  1885,  leaving  his  widow,  and 
two  daughters — Hannah,  who  was  born 
April  10,  1873,  and  xAmelia,  born  February 
28,  1878.  He  was  a  kind  and  affectionate 
husband  and  father,  and  a  good  neighbor, 
and  his  death  was  regretted  by  all  who 


knew  him.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  synagogue  at  La  Porte  City.  Politically 
he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


VVW 


f|  EORGE  W.  STRAYER,  residing 
on  section  22,  Black  Hawk  Town¬ 
ship, was  born  in  Cambria  County, 
P  Pennsylvania,  July  12,  1840,  the  eld¬ 
est  son  of  Joseph  and  Susannah 
(Knabel)  Stray er.  He  was  married 
November  13,  1862,  in  his  native  county  to 
Miss  Barbara  Cain,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Cain, 
who  now  resides  in  Orange  Township,  this 
county.  They  have  a  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  at  home — Almira  E., 
William  J.,  Lucinda  A.,  Rebecca  A., 
Charles  L.,  and  Roberts.  Their  first  child, 
Melvina,  died  in  Pennsylvania,  aged  seven¬ 
teen  months.  Mr.  Strayer  visited  Black 
Hawk  County  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and 
bought  132  acres  of  land  on  sections  22  and 
23,  Black  Hawk  Township,  and  in  March, 
1869,  he  settled  here  with  his  family.  He 
has  brought  the  place  from  an  unimproved 
tract  to  a  well-cultivated  farm,  which  now 
contains  290  acres,  his  fine  residence 
being  on  section  22.  Beside  his  home 
farm  he  also  owns  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  34.  Mr.  Strayer  is  one  of 
Black  Hawk  Township’s  best  citizens, 
always  active  in  enterprises  which  tend  to 
the  good  of  the  county,  a  man  of  strict  in¬ 
tegrity,  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  Stray er’s  parents  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  married  in  their 
native  State.  In  1870  they  immigrated  to 
this  county,  locating  on  section  28,  Black 
Hawk  Township,  where  they  bought  a 
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HISTOltr  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY . 


farm  of  400  acres.  The  father  died  there 
in  1875.  1 1  is  widow  still  survives.  Of 

their  family  of  eleven  children,  six  survive 
and  are  residents  of  Black  Hawk  Township 
— George  \V.,  John  C.,  Levi,  Elizabeth, 
Susannah,  and  William  J.  Those  deceased 
are — Catharine,  Mary  Ann  and  Sarah  Ann 
(twins),  Lovina  and  Martha. 


-  I 


)  ILL1AM  BYERS  was  born  in 

_  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania, 

March  25,  1825,  a  son  of  Robert 
and  Catherine  Byers,  and  is  of 
Scotch  and  German  descent.  Of 
^  the  eight  children  born  to  his  parents 
six  are  still  living — William,  Robert, l  lenry, 
Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Maria.  When 
our  subject  was  eleven  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  with  their  family  to  Put¬ 
nam  County,.  Illinois,  and  there  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  He  was  married  in  Put¬ 
nam  County  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Plank,  of 
that  county,  and  the  seven  children  born  to 
this  union  are — John,  of  Clay  County,  Iowa ; 
Robert  E.,  of  Polk  County,  Nebraska; 
William  A.,  an  attorney  of  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois ;  George,  of  Noah  Springs,  Iowa; 
Oella,  wife  of  Harley  F.  Ham,  of  Noah 
Springs ;  Emma,  wife  of  Frank  Helton,  of 
Fox  t  ownship,  this  county,  and  Eva,  wife 
of  William  Huntington,  of  this  county.  Mr. 
Byers  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
with  his  family  in  the  fall  of  i860,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Fox  Township,  on  Spring  Creek, 
where  he  had  purchased  a  farm.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  left  his  farm  in  Fox  Town¬ 
ship,  and  removed,  to  his  present  residence 
in  La  Porte  City.  Mr.  Byers  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics.  While  a  resident  oFFox 
Township  he  served  as  road  supervisor, 
and  as  school  director.  Mr.  Byers  began 
life  on  very  limited  capital,  but  was  very 
successful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
now  has  a  competency  for  his  declining 


years,  the  fruits  of  many  years  of  toil  and 
industry.  He  has  given  each  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  the  benefit  of  a  good  education,  and 
lives  to  see  them  all  comfortably  situated 
in  homes  of  their  own. 

-3 - - i~ 


fiCHARD  T.  HITT  was  born  De¬ 
cember  26,  1816,  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York,  a  son  of  Oli¬ 
ver  and  Catherine  Hitt,  his  paternal 
ancestors  coming  from  England  to 
America  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution,  and  his  maternal  ancestors  coming 
from  Germany.  Of  his  father’s  family  eight 
children  still  survive — Aimeda,  Richard  T., 
James  R.,  Rensselaer,  Elizabeth,  Catherine, 
Charles  and  Sylvanus  B.  Our  subject  re¬ 
ceived  a  common-school  education,  and  was 
reared  to  the  tanner’s  trade,  his  father 
being  proprietor  of  a  tannery  at  Colchester, 
New  York.  He  went  to  Ohio  in  his  twenty- 
second  year,  and  for  many  years  ran  a  tan¬ 
nery  and  boot  and  shoe  manufactory  at 
Willoughby,  Lake  County,  and  for  several 
years  was  interested  in  a  tannery  at  Ash¬ 
tabula,  Ohio.  He  was  married  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1843,  to  Henrietta  Covert,  daughter  of 
Luke  and  Dianna  Covert,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  State.  They  have  three  sons 
— Harrison  L.,  Townsend  R.  and  Frank  W. 
Mr.  Hitt  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business,  in  connection  with  the  leather 
trade,  at  Waterloo,  this  county,  in  1859, 
being  associated  with  W.  S.  Robinson,  con¬ 
tinuing  under  the  firm  name  of  Hitt  & 
Robinson  for  several  years.  Although 
being  in  business  in  Black  Hawk  County 
since  1859,  Mr.  Hitt  did  not  bring  his  fam¬ 
ily  here  till  the  fall  of  1880,  since  which 
they  have  been  residents  of  La  Porte  City. 
In  1879  Mr.  Hitt  disposed  of  his  large  busi¬ 
ness  interests  in  Ohio.  For  several  years 
he  has  had  an  interest  in  a  carriage  manu¬ 
factory  at  Waterloo,  and  also  has  a  valuable 
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farm  in  Big  Creek  Township.  In  June, 
1880,  the  Mound  Creamery  and  La  Porte 
City  Cheese  Factory  was  established  at  this 
city,  with  Hayslett  &  Wasson  as  proprie¬ 
tors,  Mr.  Hitt  holding  the  position  of  mana¬ 
ger  and  superintendent.  In  1882  he  bought 
the  interest  of  his  employers,  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  has  since  been  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  the  Hitt  Company,  with  R.  T. 
Hitt  as  president,  and  his  son  T.  R.  Hitt  as 
vice-president,  they  being  sole  proprietors 
of  theMound  Creamery.  Ninety-two  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  of  butter  were  manufactured 
in  1885,  which  was  sent  principally  to  the 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  markets.  The 
creamery  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county, 
and  is  of  no  small  financial  interest  to  the 
farmers  of  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Hitt  may  be 
called  a  self-made  man,  having  been  thrown 
on  his  own  resources  at  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  has  by  his  own  untiring 
industry  and  excellent  business  manage¬ 
ment  become  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens 
of  Black  Hawk  County. 


vvVt* 


‘/VW* 


J.  SPEICHER,  a  worthy  physi¬ 
cian  and  farmer  of  Lester  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  15, 
1826,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Wi- 
gle)  Speicher.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  county  and  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was 
married  November  4,  1854,  to  Mary  Bick- 
ley,  who  was  born  October  7, 1835,^11  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  lived 
till  five  years  after  her  marriage.  Her  par¬ 
ents,  John  and  Anna  (Good)  Bickley,  were 
also*  natives  of  Somerset  County.  Her 
father  was  born  October  7,  18 ii,  and  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  physician,  following 
both  pursuits  many  years.  He  died  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  1874.  His  father,  Abra¬ 
ham  Bickley,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 


and  died  in  Waterloo,  aged  eighty  years. 
His  grandfather,  Michael  Bickley,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  coming  to  America  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  when  he  settled  in 
Somerset  County.  Mrs.  Speicher’s  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  Michael  Good,  was  born 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  married 
Anna  Cuffman,  and  after  his  marriage 
moved  by  ox  team  to  Somerset  County 
where  he  lived  till  his  death,  his  son,  Jacob 
Good,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Speicher,  having 
been  born  and  died  on  the  same  farm.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Speicher  five  are  living — Anna,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1855,  i11  Somerset  County,  mar¬ 
ried  Frank  Emerson,  who  died  in  January, 
1885,  and  is  now  living  at  Hudson,  Iowa; 
Tillie,  born  March  18,  1859,  *n  Somerset 
County ;  John  G.,  born  in  Somerset  County 
August  8,  1861  ;  Jacob  B.,  born  April  21, 

1863,  and  Cora,  born  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa, 
November  22,  1867.  Sarah  was  born  in 
March,  1856,  and  died  in  October,  1859,  and 
Listom,  born  in  October,  1864,  died  in  May, 
1867.  The  five  children  living  have  each 
taught  in  the  school  in  their  district.  At 
the  age  of  thirty-five  the  doctor  began  read¬ 
ing  medicine  under  Dr.  John  A.  Bickley, 
formerly  of  Waterloo.  He  then  attended 
two  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Eclectic  Med¬ 
ical  College,  and  about  the  year  1859  com¬ 
menced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  remaining 
there  about  three  years.  In  December, 

1864,  he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  and  there  practiced  medicine  four 
years.  He  then  purchased  fifty  acres  of 
his  present  farm  in  Lester  Township,  to 
which  he  has  added  by  subsequent  pur¬ 
chases  till  he  now  owns  180  acres.  He  still 
continued  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
is  renting  out  his  farm  or  having  it  farmed 
by  hired  help.  Of  late  years  the  Doctor 
has  practiced  without  the  use  of  alcoholic 
remedies,  using  other  tonics  in  their  place. 
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In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  denomination.  John  Speicher, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  October, 
1789,  and  died  in  the  same  county  June  1, 
1840.  1 1  is  parents,  Christian  and  Veronica 
Speicher,  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
State,  the  father  born  in  Somerset  County, 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  and 
t he  mother  living  till  the  advanced  age  of 
103  years.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grand¬ 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  died  in  1844  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years. 


WflFILLIAM  WALKER>  farmer  and 

^yy^jr  stock-raiser,  section  25,  Barclay 
Township,  was  born  in  Ayre- 
shire,  Scotland,  June  14,  1827,  a 


son  of  William  and  Jenet  (Patton) 
Walker.  His  mother  died  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  in  1847  he  accompanied  his  father 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York 
City  and  coming  thence  West  to  Illinois. 
He  lived  in  Kane  County,  Illinois,  till  1852, 
and  then  went  to  McHenry  County,  the 
same  State,  where  he  lived  five  years.  In 
1857  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Bar¬ 
clay  Township,  Black  Hawk  County.  At 
that  time  the  country  was  an  unbroken 
prairie,  and  but  two  houses  could  be  seen 
from  where  he  now  lives.  He  brought  a 
few  cattle  to  the  county,  and  when  the 
first  assessment  was  made  the  assessor  told 
him  he  had  more  than  could  be  found  in  all 
the  rest  of  the  township.  July  31,  1859,  the 
country  was  visited  by  a  terrific  hail-storm 
that  completely  destroyed  the  first  crop  he 
had  planted,  and  on  which  he  was  depend¬ 
ing  to  pay  his  bills  and  provide  food  for 
his  family  the  coming  year.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  disappointments  of  this  kind,  Mr.  Walk¬ 
er  persevered,  and  by  his  good  manage¬ 
ment,  energy  and  hard  work  has  surmount¬ 


ed  all  difficulties  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  prominent  men  in  the 
township.  His  homestead  contains  360 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  his  improve¬ 
ments  are  commodious  and  comfortable 
and  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Walker  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  19,  1852,  to  Elizabeth  Paul,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  born  September 
22,  1 832,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Paul. 
They  have  had  a  family  of  nine  children — 
Eliza  J.,  born  March  14,  1853  ;  Agnes  C., 
born  December  17,  1854;  Franklin  C.,  born 
December  24,  1856,  died  October  7,  1859; 
John  F.,  born  July  1,  1859;  William  P.,  born 
May  28,  1862  ;  Mary  J.,  born  July  30,  1864, 
died  March  12,  1865;  Franklin  C.,  born 
February  3,  1866;  Mary  J.,  born  July  13, 
1868,  and  George  G.,  born  November  8, 
1871.  In  politics  Mr.  Walker  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  has  three  sisters 
and  one  brother  in  the  United  States — 
John  li  ves  in  Lee  County,  Illinois;  Marga¬ 
ret,  widow  of  Robert  Duncan,  is  a  resident 
of  Iowa ;  Mary  lives  in  Minnesota,  and 
Isabella  is  the  wife  of  William  Paul,  of 
Nebraska. 

-4 - - 8- 


Philander  wood  was  bom 

<0 

j!  in  Ontario,  Canada,  April  13,  1826, 


his  parents,  Charles  and  Annie 


Wood,  also  being  natives  of  Canada, 
J*  his  mother  dying  when  he  was  but 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  lienefits  of  a  common-school  educa¬ 
tion.  His  youth  was  spent  on  a  farm,  his 
father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  De¬ 
cember  25,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  Whitney,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  Whitney,  of  Ontario.  Four  chil¬ 
dren  have  blessed  this  union — Mary  A., 
wife  of  P.  D.  Finch,  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa ;  Samuel  A.,  of  Plymouth  County, 
Iowa;  Charles  N.  and  Willis.  Mr.  Wood 
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left  Canada  in  1854,  when  he  settled  in  Lee 
County,  Illinois,  and  after  a  residence 
there  of  seven  years  he  removed  to  Butler 
County,  Ipwa.  He  remained  in  Butler 
County  till  1883,  m  which  year  he  came  to 
Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  County,  and  dur¬ 
ing-  his  residence  here  he  and  his  family 
have  made  many  friends  by  their  courteous 
and  hospitable  manner.  Mr.  Wood  has 
still  his  Butler  County  property,  which 
consists  of  a  valuable  farm  of  320  acres. 
Politically  Mr.  Wood  is  a  Republican. 
Mrs.  Wood  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


T&fo- 
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H  ARLES  HENRY  BRAND¬ 


HORST  was  born  in  Germany, 
August  4, 1 848,  a  son  of  Frederick 


|v>  and  Louise  Brandhorst,  both  of 
t\  whom  died  in  their  native  land. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  his  boy 
hood  and  early  youth  was  spent  on  the  farm 
of  his  parents  in  Germany,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age,  in  1863,  came  to  the  United 
States,  reaching  New  York  City,  March  28, 
and  going  thence  to  Dane  County,  Wis¬ 
consin.  He  remained  there  two  years, 
working  for  a  fellow  countryman,  Christian 
Hoffman,  and  in  1865  came  to  Iowa,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Black  Hawk  County.  He  worked 
lor  others  seven  years,  saving  his  wages 
carefully,  having  ever  in  view,  a  home  of 
his  own.  He  tnen  rented  land  three  years, 
and  in  1875  bought  land  in  Black  Hawk 
Township.  His  fine  farm  on  section  28 
contains  178  acres,  and  his  residence  and 
farm  buildings  are  in  good  repair.  Mr. 
Brandhorst  is  a  practical  farmer,  and  it  is 
due  to  his  thorough  knowledge  of  agricult¬ 
ure,  his  good  management,  and  his  econo¬ 


my  that  has  placed  him  in  the  independent 


and  prominent  position  he  now  occupies. 
A  poor  German  emigrant  boy  when  he 
came  to  America,  with  very  little  more 


than  money  enough  to  enable  him  to  reach 
Dane  County,  he  has  experienced  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  that  fall  to  the  lot 
of  a  penniless  boy  in  a  strange  land,  but 
has  persevered  in  spite  of  adverse  circum¬ 
stances  and  is  now  reaping  a  just  reward 
for  his  early  life  of  toil.  His  education 
was  largely  acquired  in  the  school  of  ex¬ 
perience,  and  its  hard  lessons  have  been 
well  remembered  and  of  great  value.  In 
politics  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  is  one  of  its  active 
working  men.  He  has  frequently  been  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  office  in  the  town¬ 
ship,  but  owing  to  their  minority  in  the 
township,  has  with  one  exception  failed  of 
election.  He  has  served  as  assessor  one 
term.  He  is  much  interested  in  promoting 
the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools  and  for 
the  past  seven  years  has  been  secretary  of 
the  School  Board.  Mr.  Brandhorst  was 
married  March  3,  1872^0  Elizabeth  Stray- 
er,  a  native  of  Johnstown,  Cambria  County, 
Pennsylvania,  born  March  8,  1849,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  J.  Stray er.  They  have  three 
children— William  Clarence,  Susan  Viola, 
and  Frank  Oscar.  Mrs.  Brandhorst  is  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church. 


3><X20e 


BRAM  B.  GIFFORD,  farmer,  sec¬ 
tion  24,  Fox  Township,  postoffice^ 
Jesup,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  Albany,  June 
2,  1832.  His  parents,  Constant  and 
Lutitia  (Moore)  Gifford,  removed  to 
Wisconsin  in  1847,  and  made  that  State 


their  home  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
He  remained  at  home  till  manhood.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  his 
father  being  a  prosperous  farmer.  In  1862 
he  removed  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  in  Fox  Township,  where  he  now 
has  a  fine  farm  under  a  good  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  His  building  improvements  are 
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comfortable  and  commodious,  and  Ids  home 
is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Gifford  was  married  in  Wisconsin,  No¬ 
vember  18,  i860,  to  Frances  M.  Tucker,  a 
native  of  Urbana,  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  born  October  31,  1843,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  Tucker.  They  have  three 
children — Ida  Ik,  wife  of  Byron  Horn,  of 
Buchanan  County,  Iowa;  Inza  and  Adda  V. 


A.  BEEBE,  section  19,  Benning¬ 
ton  Township,  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  March  27, 
1817,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah 
(Boyer)  Beebe.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
born  February  12,  1790,  of  French  descent. 
He  was  married  in  Onondaga  County, 
New  York,  his  wife  being  born  at  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  November  10,  1795,  and  was 
of  German  descent.  Her  father  was  a  Cap¬ 
tain  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Yorktown.  Hezekiah 
Beebe  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  Chemung  Coun¬ 
ty,  New  York.  He  died  at  La  Grange 
Center,  Iowa,  April  15,  1850,  his  widow 
surviving  till  February  22,  1885,  being 

buried  in  Waterloo  Cemetery,  N.  A., 
our  subject,  lived  at  his  birthplace  till 
1836  when  he  moved  to  Indiana,  living 
one  and  a  half  years  near  Lima,  La 
Grange  County,  teaching  school  during  the 
winter  and  working  on  a  farm  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  months.  In  the  winter  of  1838  he 
taught  school  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1839  he  went  to  Galena,  Illinois, 
and  worked  in  the  lead  mines  for  one  sea¬ 
son.  In  the  spring  of  1840  he  removed  to 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  in  the 
lead  mines  for  a  few  months.  May  28,  1840, 
Colonel  Fremont  started  from  Indiana 
across  the  plains  with  a  band  of  thirty-two 
men,  our  subject  being  among  the  number, 


and  arrived  at  their  destination,  California, 
the  following  March.  This  expedition  was 
sent  out  by  the  Government,  the  men  being 
paid  off  at  St.  Louis.  When  thsy  reached 
that  city  they  were  clothed  in  nothing  but 
the  skins  of  animals.  The  company  lived 
on  meat  alone,  no  vegetables  being  obtain¬ 
able.  After  being  twenty-two  months  with 
Fremont,  Mr.  Beebe  returned  to  the  mines 
at  Dubuque,  where  he  was  emplo)'ed  till 
1845,  but  his  success  in  mining  was  poor. 
He  then  went  to  Black  River,  Wisconsin, 
and  built  two  saw-mills,  which  were  swept 
away  by  high  water,  leaving  him  $1,000 
in  debt.  Only  a  few  days  previous  to  this 
disaster  he  had  been  offered  $12,000  for  his 
mills.  He  built  another  mill  on  credit  on 
the  same  foundation,  and  began  work  again. 
He  sold  out  his  business  in  1849  an<3  built 
a  mill  on  the  Kickapoo  River,  remaining 
there  till  1853,  when  he  again  sold  out  and 
went  to  Allamakee  County,  Iowa,  and  built 
a  saw  and  flour  mill  on  Paint  Creek,  and  a 
tannery  and  blacksmith’s  shop.  He  also 
carried  on  a  store  there,  and  expected  to 
build  up  a  town,  calling  the  place 
Waterville.  He  remained  there  till  1862, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  place 
and  bought  400  acres  of  land,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  uncultivated.  He  farmed 
on  this  land  till  18 66  when  he  sold  it  and 
came  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  living  there  till 
1879,  being  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  trade, 
milling  and  foundry  business.  While  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Waterloo  he  lost  several  thousand 
dollars  in  his  business.  He  sold  his  foundry 
and  water-wheel  to  a  Mr.  Miller  and  re¬ 
moved  to  his  farm  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  where  he  has  160  acres  of 
land .  He  also  owns  land  in  Bremer  and  Ply¬ 
mouth  counties,  Iowa.  Mr.'  Beebe  never 
learned  a  trade  but  is  a  natural  mechanic. 
He  has  built  seven  mills  and  can  make  al¬ 
most  anything  out  of  wood  or  iron.  Janu¬ 
ary  29,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Barnett,  born  January  20,  1830,  in  Brook- 
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ville,  Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  living 
there  till  her  parents,  John  and  Eliza  (Crad¬ 
dock)  Barnett,  moved  to  Grant  County, 
Wisconsin,  in  1844,  where  she  lived  till  her 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beebe  have  two 
children,  both  born  in  Allamakee  County — 
Herman  A.,  born  March  13,  1856,  and  Cora 
N.,  born  August  7,  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beebe  are  members  of  the  Free-Will  Bap¬ 
tist  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  appointment  from  Governor 
Dodge  when  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  were  Ter¬ 
ritories,  and  is  at  present  filling  that  posi¬ 
tion.  He  has  also  served  as  president  of 
the  School  Board,  and  as  township  trustee. 
Mrs.  Beebe’s  father  was  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  June  16,  1795,  married  February  17, 
1825,  and  died  in  Grant  County,  Wisconsin, 
September  4,  1872.  His  wife  was  a  native 
of  England,  born  January  17,  1799,  and  died 
in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  August  19,  1869. 


- 
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UTHER  S.  HUNTER,  son  of  Da¬ 
vid  and  Sarah  (Chase)  Hunter, 
was  born  February  7,  1825,  in 
Onondaga  County,  New  York.  When 
an  infant  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  reared  till  ten  years  of  age.  He  then 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ogle  County, 
Illinois,  remaining  in  that  county  till  man¬ 
hood.  His  educational  advantages  were 
somewhat  limited,  he  having  to  assist  his 
father  with  the  duties  of  the  farm  from  an 
early  age.  December  15,  1850,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Carpenter,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Tillie  Carpenter, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  granddaughter  of 
David  Burt,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mr. 
Hunter’s  paternal  grandfather  also  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have  five  children — 
Millens  T.,  Mahlon  E.,  Harriet  A.,  Frank 


W.  and  Clara  E.  During  the  spring  of 
1882  Mr.  Hunter  removed  with  his  family 
to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  is  now  living  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  enjoying  that 
rest  which  he  has  so  well  earned.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.  In  politics  he  casts  his 
suffrage  with  the  Republican  party. 
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AVID  WILER,  Cedar  Falls 
iUl  Township,  is  a  native  of  Wur- 
temberg, Germany,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1821.  When  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  his  parents,  Leonard 
and  Barbara  Wiler,  immigrated 
with  their  family  to  America,  they  settling 
in  Erie  County,  New  York,  where  they 
made  their  home  about  eleven  years.  David 
Wiler  subsequently  went  to  Wisconsin 
where  he  resided  many  years,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  in  that  State  to  Miss 
Anna  Wolfe.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
eleven  children — Daniel,  born  November 
16,  1848;  Noah,  March  24,  1850;  Henry  J., 
December  24,  1851;  Mary,  November  10, 
1853;  Fletcher  W.,  October  28,  1855;  Sarah 
H.,  December  20,  1857;  John  D.,  October 
16,1859;  Charles  G.,  September  20,  1861; 
Annie  B.,  October  22,  1863;  Johanna  H., 
November  8,  1865,  and  Ella  R.,  May  8, 
1868.  The  eldest  son,  Daniel  Wiler,  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Avar  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
married  Mary  Rotherman,  by  whom  he 
has  had  three  children — Clara,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1873;  Wesley  D.,  September  10, 
1876,  and  Jesse  R.,  April,  1882.  Mr.  Wiler 
settled  in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1865,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  noAv  OAvns  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres  un¬ 
der  good  cultivation,  with  a  comfortable 
residence  and  good  farm  buildings.  Mr. 
Wiler  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  quarterly 
conference.  I11  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Wiler’s  parents 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
seven  yet  survive — Leonard,  John,  David, 
Margaret,  Barbara,  Catherine  and  George. 
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ENRY  H.  MARKLEY,  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa 

7  y 

was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
January  7,  1841,  a  son  of  James  and 
Catherine  (Ankeny)  Markley.  James 
Markley  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  of  Holland  descent.  His  father, 
Henry  Markley,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  his  grandfather  took  part  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  When  he  was 
five  years  of  age,  he  was  taken  by  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  married  Catherine 
Ankeny,  and  of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
this  union,  eight  are  still  living — Samantha 
J.,  Henry  H.,  Mary  L.,  Lucy  M.,  Ida  L., 
John  R.,  James  E.  and  Nellie.  James, 
George  and  Nora,  are  deceased.  The  father 
purchased  about  400  acres  of  Government 
land  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  in  1848,  at 
about  Si. 25  per  acre,  and  in  1854  he  bought 
about  720  acres  in  Butler  County,  this 
State.  He  died  in  June,  1871,  after  having 
spent  a  life  of  usefulness,  always  ready  to 
take  an  active  part  in  every  enterprise 
which  tended  to  advance  the  interests  of 
his  county.  His  widow  still  survives,  a  part 
of  her  time  being  spent  with  her  son  Henry 
H.  Henry  H.  Markley,  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  his  native  county,  receiving  his 
primary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  county.  He  subsequently  attended  the 
Michigan  State  University,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
graduating  from  the  law  department  in  1 862. 
Shortly  afterward  he  went  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  early  in  1864  enlisted  in  the 
Second  California  Infantry,  and  was  soon 
promoted  to  Commissary  Sergeant,  in 


which  position  he  served  till  his  discharge 
in  the  spring  of  1866.  He  then  went  to 
British  Col  umbia,  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  mining  on  the  Frazier  and  Co¬ 
lumbia  rivers.  He  was  engaged  for  one 
year  clerking  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Walla 
Walla,  Washington  Territory.  In  the  fall 
of  1869  he  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk 
Comity,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
was  united  in  marriage,  October  11,  1870, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Schenck,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  Schenck,  her  father  de¬ 
ceased, and  her  mother  a  resident  of  Oswego 
County,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markley 
have  had  three  children  born  to  them,  of 
whom  two  are  living — Kittie  S.  and  Fred. 
A.  Mr.  Markley  has  been  uniformlv  suc¬ 
cessful  through  life,  and  at  present  is  the 
owner  of  565  acres  of  valuable  land  in  But¬ 
ler  County-  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  both  town  and  county,  and 
has  served  very  efficiently  as  mayor  of 
Cedar  Falls,  givingentire  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 


HOMAS  BUNTON,  a  farmer  of 
Big  Creek  Township,  Black  Hawk 
County,  is  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  New  York,  and  was  born 
February  n,  1826,  a  son  of  Lewis 
and  Sarah  Bunton.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  after  reaching  manhood, 
he  went  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  saw-milling 
for  several  years.  He  was  married  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1850,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Carey,  of 
Binghamton,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Eliza  Carey.  They  have  an 
adopted  daughter — Emma,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  P.  Herring.  Mr.  Bunton 
came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  with 
his  family  in  1861,  and  has  since  made  his 
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home  here,  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
spent  in  the  service  of  his  country.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1 86 1,  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Light  Artillery,  under  Captain  M.  M.  Hay¬ 
den,  of  Dubuque.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Sugar  Creek  and  Pea  Ridge,  and 
in  the  latter  engagement  was  wounded  in 
the  right  leg  below  the  knee,  on  account  of 
which  he  was  discharged  in  August,  1862. 
Mr.  Bunton  has  made  farming  the  princi¬ 
pal  avocation  of  his  life,  and  at  present  is 
the  owner  of  sixty-five  acres  of  choice  land 
in  Big  Creek  Township.  He  has  served  as 
township  trustee,  and  takes  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  the  affairs  of  his  county,  giving 
liberally  of  his  means  to  all  good  enterprises. 
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iifLFRED  J.  NORRIS  was  born  in 
Chemung  County,  New  York, 
March  24,  1853,  a  son  of, Alonzo 
5j  }&  and  Rosanna  Norris,  the  father  being 
a  native  of  New  York  State  and  of 
English  origin,  and  the  mother  born 
in  the  State  of  V ermont.  When  he  was 
two  years  old  his  parents  settled  in  North¬ 
ern  Illinois,  and  when  four  years  of  age  he 
removed  with  them  to  Iowa,  the  father 
having  purchased  about  3,000  acres  of  land 
in  the  State.  After  residing  a  short  time 
in  Cedar  Falls  the  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  Washington  Township,  this  coun¬ 
ty,  making  his  home  there  for  many  years. 
He  was  largely  interested  in  saw  and  grist 
milling  for  many  years,  owning  mills  about 
three  miles  north  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  had  large  milling  interests  in 
Kansas.  He  served  for  several  terms  as 
Supervisor  of  Washington  Township  where 
he  lived  till  his  death,  which  occurred  De¬ 
cember  25,  1876.  His  remains  were  buried 
with  Masonic  rites,  he  having  belonged  to 
Black  Hawk  Lodge,  No. 65,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Cedar  Falls.  He  had  a  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  five  still  living — Harriet  L.,  Prescott 


M.,  Phoebe,  Elizabeth  and  Alfred  J.  He  was 
prosperous  through  life  in  all  his  under¬ 
takings,  and  at  his  death  left  ample 
means  to  give  each  of  his  children  a  fair 
start  in  life.  He  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  a  man 
of  uncompromising  honor  and  sterling  in¬ 
tegrity.  Alfred  J.  Norris  has  been  a  resi 
dent  of  Black  Hawk  County  since  1857, 
when  he  came  here  with  his  parents  and 
received  good  educational  advantages  in 
the  schools  of  this  county.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  here  to  Miss  Jennie  Alexander,  a 
daughter  of  J.  W.  Alexander,  who  settled 
at  Cedar  Falls  in  1858.  Mr.  Norris  'is 
classed  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Black  Hawk  County  where  he  has  large 
real-estate  interests.  He  was  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  culture  of  bees  for  many  years, 
and  is  at  present  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
State  Bee-Keeping  Association.  Like  his 
father  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  belongs  to  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views. 


£-OHN  KEHE,  son  of  Frederick  and 
>  Charlotte  Kehe,  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  where  he  was  born 
June  4,  1833.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years  he  left  his  native  country, 
and  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
landing  at  New  York  in  May,  1851,  from 
which  city  he  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois. 
He  remained  in  Cook  County,  Illinois,  four 
years,  working  by  the  month  for  various 
farmers,  and  during  the  winter  attended 
school.  He  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Bremer  County  in  1855,  where  he  entered 
240  acres  of  land  from  the  Government. 
He  then  bought  an  ox-team  and  commenced 
breaking  up  the  prairie,  then  began  raising 
all  his  grain,  and  later  hogs  and  cattle.  He 
improved  his^farm,  built  a  fine  residence, 
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barns  and  out-buildings,  residing  there  till 
1882.  In  the  winter  of  that  year  he 
removed  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  settled  on  his  farm,  which  contains  240 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  lie  is 
classed  among  the  prominent  and  success¬ 
ful  farmers  of  his  township,  and  has  one  of 
the  most  desirable  farms  in  his  part  of  the 
county.  Since  coming  here  he  has  built 
his  large  and  substantial  residence,  and  his 
barns  and  out-buildings  are  in  fine  condi¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business,  and  has  at  present  twenty  cows. 
He  was  married  in  1856  to  Elizabeth  Kasei- 
meier,  a  native  of  Germany.  They  have 
six  children — John,  Ernest,  Henry,  Harry, 
Huldah,  and  Emma.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  of 
Waterloo.  While  living  in  Bremer  County, 
Mr.  Kehe  held  the  office  of  town  clerk.  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  about  eight  years, 
and  also  served  about  the  same  length  of 
time  as  township  trustee. 


*Ki i 


m. 


jf  EORGE  PHILPOT,  Sr.,  one  of 
the  representative  pioneers  of 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  June  7,  1817,  in  Belmont  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio,  his  parents,  William  and 
Ruth  Philpot,  being  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Ohio,  in  which  State  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Morrison, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  thirteen 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living — 
William  S.,  John,  James,  George,  Sheppard, 
Samuel  and  Margaret.  One  son,  Charles 
P.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  en¬ 
listing  in  Company  B,  Third  Iowa  Infantry. 
He  served  his  country  faithfully  for  two 
years* participating  in  many  inportant  bat¬ 
tles,  when  he  was  captured  by  the  Confed¬ 


erates  at  Claysvillc,  Alabama,  and  confined 
in  Andersonville  Prison,  where,  like  many 
brave  Union  boys,  it  is  supposed  he  met 
his  death.  Mr.  Philpot  came  to  Iowa  in 
the  year  1850,  buying  a  quarter-section  of 
land  in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he 
made  a  comfortable  home  for  his  family. 
Since  becoming  a  resident  of  this  place  he 
has  served  for  many  years  as  constable,  and 
has  also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of 
his  township  he  has  been  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 


♦ - i- 


ETER  McNALLY,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  1,  Lincoln  Township,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  over 
twenty  years,  was  born  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  August  27,  1838,  a 
son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Dennis)  McNally, 
the  father  being  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  country  and  after  reaching  manhood 
he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
July  1,  1863,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Burke,  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
husband,  born  in  April,  1840.  Ten  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom 
seven  are  yet  living — Joseph,  George,  John, 
Lizzie,  Hervia,  Freddie  and  Mabel.  Thom¬ 
as,  Albert  and  Maria  are  deceased.  Mr. 
McNally  left  Ireland  with  his  family  in 
January,  1865,  and  toward  the  close  of  the 
same  month  landed  in  New  York  City.  He 
came  at  once  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  for  two  years  farmed  on  rented  lands 
in  Union  Township.  In  1867  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  on  section 
1,  Lincoln  Township,  which  he  immediately 
began  to  improve.  He  is  a  prosperous  and 
energetic  farmer,  being  ranked  among  the 
best  in  his  neighborhood.  He  began  life 
in  Black  Hawk  County  with  only  a  few  dol- 
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lars,  but  by  his  untiring  industry  and  fru¬ 
gality,  together  with  his  good  management, 
he  has  acquired  a  fine  property,  his  farm 
containing  200  acres  which  is  mostly  de¬ 
voted  to  stock-raising  and  dairying.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McNally  and  their  eldest  son  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  McNally  affiliates  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  possessed  of  a  wonder¬ 
fully  retentive  mind  and  in  Biblical  knowl¬ 
edge  he  perhaps  excels  any  man  in  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  educational  matters 
and  is  giving  his  children  the  best  of  school 
advantages.  His  eldest  son,  Joseph,  is  at 
present  attending  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Cedar  Falls. 

— o-HG^o — — 

|  ERBERT  R.  BROWN,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  7,  was 
born  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  July  23,  1854. 
His  parents,  James  and  Hannah 
Brown,  were  both  natives  of  Canada, 
and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  of 
whom  fouryet  survive — Hiram  J.,  William' 
A.,  Eva  A.,  and  Herbert  R.,  our  subject. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  received  his  primary  education 
in  a  district  school.  He  subsequently  at¬ 
tended  Elgin  Academy  for  two  terms,  com¬ 
pleting  his  education  at  Wheaton  College, 
which  he  attended  two  terms.  He  was 
married  February  5,  1879,  to  Miss  Villa  A. 
Webster,  of  Butler  County,  Iowa.  They 
have  three  children— Lewis  D.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1880;  Gertrude  M.,  born  June 
23>  1 B83,  and  Roy  S.,  born  November  5, 
1885.  For  three  years  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Brown  resided  in  Kane  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  after  which  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
for  a  short  time  in  Butler  County.  He 
settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  in  1883,  where  he  has  since  been 


successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  by  his  untiring  industry  and  per¬ 
severing  energy  he  has  brought  his  fine 
farm  of  164  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  Politically  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


Si— • 


|ONAS  D.  SWITZER,  the 

Jf-  leading  agriculturists  of  Orange 
Township,  residing  on  section  31, 
is  a  native  of  Somerset  County, Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  reared  a  farmer, 
his  father  being  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  has  always  followed  that  avoca¬ 
tion.  He  became  a  resident  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  1865,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  practical  farmers  in  the  county.  He 
commenced  improving  his  farm  in  1872 
which  at  that  time  was  raw  prairie  land. 
The  farm  contains  455  acres  of  well-culti¬ 
vated  land,  and  shows  the  thorough  prac¬ 
tical  qualities  of  the  owner.  His  fine  farm 
residence  is  nicely  situated,  and  his  farm 
buildings,  in  regard  to  comfort  and  conven¬ 
ience,  are  not  surpassed  in  the  township. 
He  was  married  about  four  years  after  com¬ 
ing  here,  the  date  of  his  marriage  being 
January  1,  1869,  taking  for  his  wife  Miss 
Lydia  Lichty.  She  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  coming  with  her 
father,  Abraham  Lichty,  to  this  county  in 
1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Switzer  have  four 
children  —  Clara,  Emma,  Berenice  and 
Charlie.  Mr.  Switzer  is  an  active,  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county.  In  politics 
he  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Bap¬ 
tist  church.  Mr.  Switzer’s  parents,  David 
and  Barbara  Switzer,  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  father  remaining  in  his  native 
State  till  his  death.  The  mother  is  now 
making  her  home  with  her  son  William  in 
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Lincoln  Township,  this  county.  She  has 
six  sons  and  one  daughter  living  in  this 
county — Jonas  D.,  our  subject;  Amos  D., 
William,  John,  Peter  and  Mrs.  Lydia 
Speicher.  One  daughter,  Mrs.  Joanna 
Baxter,  lives  in  Tama  County,  Iowa. 
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\COB  MEYER  was  born  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany  September 
23,  1843,  a  son  0i  Jacob  ano  Bar¬ 
bara  Meyer,  of  whom  the  father  is 
now  deceased.  The  parents  had  a 
V  family  of  four  children  whose  names 
are  as  follows — Carrie,  Jacob,  Gottleib  and 
Catherine.  Jacob  Meyer  was  reared  and  ed 
ucated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country, 
and  when  a  young  man  was  engaged  some 
time  as  a  mechanic.  During  the  war  between 
Germany  and  Austria,  in  1866,  Mr.  Meyer 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Austrian  army. 
In  1868  he  immigrated  to  America,  and  im¬ 
mediately  settled  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
for  a  ti  me  after  coming  here  worked  as  a 
farm  hand.  He  subsequently  rented  land 
'm  which  he  farmed  for  several  years,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1878  he  bought  the  farm  on 
section  24,  Cedar  Falls  Township,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming,  having 
his  land  under  excellent  cultivation.  He 
was  married  January  28,  1871,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Shnabel,  who  is  also  a  native  of 
Germany.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Association. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Meyer  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party. 


OSEPH  HUSMAN,  farmer  and 
p  stock-raiser,  section  30,  Big  Creek 
%  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Jeannette  Husman,  came  to  the 
United  States,  May  25,  1843,  and  in 
1855  located  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 


thus  being  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county.  The  father  was  killed  nine  months 
later,  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse.  The 
family  consisted  of  six  children,  of  whom 
but  three  are  living — John,  Jane  and 
Joseph.  One  son,  Hiram,  died  while  in 
the  service  of  his  country  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  Joseph  Husman  has  been  an 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  good  property.  He  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  679  acres,  all  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  his  improvements 
are  among  the  best  in  the  township.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  welfare  of  his  township,  and  has 
served  as  trustee  nine  years  and  also  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Thirty-first  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  participated  in  many  hard- 
fought  campaigns ;  was  with  Sherman  on 
his  march  to  the  sea.  Fourteen  months  of 
his  term  of  service  he  was  in  the  hospital. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  was  married  in  1866 
to  Jane  Hackett,  who  was  born  in  April, 
1849,  a  daughter  of  George  Hackett.  They 
have  four  children — George  H.,  William, 
Dalla  and  Eva  O. 


O.  ROBERTS,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  section  5,  Spring  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Harrison 
County,  Kentucky,  February  22, 
1821,  a  son  of  Joel  F.  and  Addah 
Roberts,  of  Welsh  descent.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  entered  120 
acres  of  wild  land,  on  which  he  built  a 
small  log  house,  and  then  began  to  make  a 
farm  out  of  his  land.  How  well  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  is  shown  by  his  fine  crops  and 
bountiful  harvests,  and  his  pleasant  home 
and  comfortable  buildings  are  all  testi¬ 
monials  to  his  industry  and  good  manage¬ 
ment.  In  his  labors  and  privations  he  was 


♦<$ 

yy 

yy 

mi 

yy 

vv 

1 

yy 

yy 

ft 

...... 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

... 

i«I< 

yy 

yy 

|T>  k”< 

yy 

yy 

yy 

kTi  k^5 

yy 

min 

yy 

yy 

yy 

imiimi 

mm 

vv 

^11^1 

:♦> 

:♦> 

nm 

mn 

vv 

mm 

mm 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

m  »^i 

m 

yy 

1^1 1^1 

w 

mm 

yy 

k^i  kTi 

yy 

mm 

yy 

yy 

yy 

mm 

yy 

yy 

yy 

mm 

...... 

mm 

...... 

mm 

...... 

m  m 
...... 

ik^i^ 

....... 

...... 

yy 

mm 

mm 

mm 

yy 

mm 
m  m 

mm 


kT. 

yy 

yy 

vv 

k”  ”< 

>'r4' 

k”  kT. 

yy 

yy 

kT<  kTi 

yy 

kTi  kTi 
kTikTi 

yy 

yy 

kT»kTl 

k~^  kTi 

yy 

k”  ”1 
k^>kT< 

yy 

k*i^ 

yy 

yy 

kT<k^ 
k”  k” 

vv 

k^kTi 

vv 

kTlk”i 

IT/kTI 

vv 

»TiiT< 

vv 

k^* 

vv 

kTl 

kT<  kTi 

«k^>lk^ 

vv 

k^ikTi 

vv 

k”ik”i 

iTd  kT< 

yy 

yy 

k”i^< 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

k^ik^i 

wy 

»Tik^ 

y:v 

yy 

yy 

k^kTi 

yy 

k”i 

W 

yy 

yy 

k^ik^i 

yy 

kTlkTr 

yy 

yy 

k^iiTi 

yw 

yy 

kT<k”j 

yy 

yy 

kTlk^i 

kTiiTj 

yy 

kTikTi 

yy 

k”ikTi 

yy 

k^  k^i 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

»Ti  ra 

yy 

yy 

k^l  k^l 

k^kT 

:♦!% 

k”j  ^ 

r+'W 

^5  i^i 

v« 

k^l  k^ 

kfSk^ 

vv 

•k^lk^ 

VV 

kTlk^i 

vv 

vv 

i^n^i 

vv 

^il^l 

kTnTi 

vv 

k^w 

vv 

yy 

kVim 

yy 

yy 

kTik^i 

:♦>: 

yy 

k»j  k”i 
k^k^i 


_ ^  ^  >Ai  rAk  fAk  f.>  >Ak  rAk  rAkfA^  rA^  rA<  rAk  rA^  rA^  rA^  >a,  ,a,  r  ,,  ,r  ,r  ,,  ^ 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  W  ^  ^  ^  ^  ®  ®  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ♦  .▼.  .▼.  .▼.  .▼.  .▼,  ▼,  v  ^  ^  ^  ^  A  ^  A  A  A  ^  A  A  A'  ”A'  A'  A' 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


473 


assisted  and  encouraged  by  a  noble,  self- 
sacrificing  wife,  who  for  forty-three  years 
has  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows.  He  was 
married  in  Hendricks  County,  Indiana,  in 
1843,  to  Arena  McBee,  a  native  of  Tennes¬ 
see,  born  in  1825.  To  them  have  been 
born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  ten  sons 
are  living — John  M.,  Jonathan  J.,  James  H., 
Joel  C.,  Franklin  P.,  Jesse  D.,  Lemuel  M., 
Hiram  H.,  Elisha  T.,  and  Thomas  O.  In 
politics  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  for  several  )Tears  has  been  a 
local  preacher.  His  earl)T  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  were  limited,  but  he  has  b}T  read¬ 
ing  and  observation  become  well  informed 
on  all  general  topics.  When  he  came  to 
Iowa  his  trading  point  was  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  he  has  witnessed  Black  Hawk  County 
change  from  a  wild,  .uncultivated  tract 
to  a  county  of  flourishing  towns  and  thrifty 
farms,  and  has  assisted  materially  in  pro¬ 
ducing  this  change. 


- \r 


rajARET  BRADFIELD,  retired 
Jl|Ejf|  farmer,  lives  on  section  16,  Spring 
jpP  ^  Creek  Township,  where  he  owns 
240  acres  of  valuable  land.  When 
/p  he  located  on  this  land,  in  1855,  there 
were  but  three  acres  broken,  but  he  was 
industrious  and  possessed  of  indomitable 
will  and  energy,  and  soon  brought  his  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
erected  pleasant  and  comfortable  buildings. 
Mr.  Bradfield  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  April  14,  1814,  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Cynthia  Bradfield.  He  has 
been  married  three  times.  First  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  Indiana,  to  Atlantic  O. 
Bailes,  daughter  of  Curtis  H.  and  Hannah 
Bailes,  who  died  in  1855.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living 
— Cynthia,  of  Winchester,  Indiana;  Will¬ 
iam  R.,  a  clergyman  of  the  Free  Methodist 
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church;  Mary,  of  Richmond,  Indiana; 
Phoebe,  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Hannah  and 
Elizabeth  E.,  of  Sioux  County,  Iowa;  John, 
died  while  in  the  army,  of  smallpox,  at  the 
hospital  at  Shiloh.  In  1856  Mr.  Bradfield 
married  Anna  M.  Stifer,  who  was  born  in 
1818,  and  died  in  1879,  leaving  three  chil¬ 
dren — Anna,  of  Buchanan  County,  Iowa; 
Frances  A.,  of  Dakota,  and  Ellsworth.  In 
1881  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Little,  widow 
of  John  Little,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil¬ 
dren — Margaret  and  Esther  J. 


*•54-3- 


OHN  M.  GRANT,  one  of  the  en¬ 
terprising  farmers  of  East  Water¬ 
loo  Township,  was  born  near  the 
old  French  Fort  in  Ticonderoga, 
Essex  County,  New  York,  March 


20,  1831.  He  is  the  second  son  of 
eleven  children  of  George  and  Phoebe  (Mil¬ 
ler)  Grant,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 
The  father,  George  Grant,  lived  in  New 
York  State  till  his  death.  He  was  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  land,  and  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  farming  pursuits  he  carried 
on  the  mercantile  business.  John  M.,  our 
subject,  received  a  fair  common-school  ed¬ 
ucation.  His  )^outh  was  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  assisting  his  father  in  the 
store.  He  remained  at  home  till  the  spring 
of  1854,  when  he  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the  paint¬ 
er’s  trade  in  the  summer,  and  durinor  the 
winters  taught  schools.  He  was  married  in 
1859  10  Gertrude  A.  Pendleton,  daughter 
of  Ezra  Pendleton,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  this  county.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Grant  returned  with  his 
wife  to  New  York  State,  and  remained  at 
his  father’s  home  till  March,  1870,  when  he 
came  again  to  Black  Hawk  County  with 
his  family,  and  purchased  his  present  farm, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on 
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merchandising.  Of  late  years  he  has  de¬ 
voted  considerable  time  to  his  dairy.  His 
farm  contains  100  acres  of  valuable  land, 
with  a  good  farm  dwelling,  barns  and  out- 

4  1  O 

buildings.  Mr.  Grant  is  agent  for  the  firm 

o  n 

ol  Thompson  cS:  1  lerrod,  who  are  running 
an  extensive  creamery,  which  position  he 
has  tilled  about  four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grant  have  four  children — Francis  A.  and 
Frederick  H.  (twins),  Edith  A.  and  Grace. 
George  Grant,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  killed  by  a  tree  falling  on  him  while  at 
wood-chopping  in  New  Jersey.  His  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  Nathan  Miller,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
was  a  descendant  of  the  old  Plymouth 
stock. 


-s#e~ 


c-H*- 


old  set- 


|1I  ARLES  MILLER,  an 

tier  of  Black  Hawk  County,  is  a 


native  of  Prussia,  where  he  was 
™  born  February  24,  1824.  He  came 
W  with  his  parents,  Henry  and  Mary 
1  Miller,  to  America  in  1848,  and  for 
several  years  lived  in  Indiana.  He  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  1852,  and 
in  1855  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  where  he 
followed  blacksmithing  for  fifteen  years, 
he  being  among  the  first  blacksmiths  of 
that  village.  March  28,  1858,  he  was 

united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret 
Steemblock,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
in  July,  1834,  a  daughter  of  Vertea  and 
Tubka  Steemblock,  with  whom  she  came 
to  America  when  a  child,  they  being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Hardin  Count}7,  Iowa. 
Of  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  eight  are  living — Mary  T.,  Della  E., 
Anna  E.,  Charles  W.,  George  A.,  August, 
Cora  H.,  and  Nettie  M.  Mr.  Miller  is  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  this  county,  he  hav¬ 
ing  begun  life  without  means,  but  by  his 
industry,  frugality  and  untiring  persever¬ 
ance  he  has  accumulated  property,  and  is 
surrounded  with  all  that  makes  a  comfort¬ 


able  and  pleasant  home.  His  home  farm  in 
Cedar  Falls  Township  contains  200  acres 
of  choice  land,  under  excellent  cultivation. 
I  le  is  at  present  serving  as  school  director. 
I  le  is  a  member  of  the  German  Evangel¬ 
ical  Association. 


llilSfLIAS  WITHEY,  farmer,  section 

Barclay  Township,  was  born 


in  Mendon,  Monroe  County, New 


York,  June  26,  1826,  a  son  of  Daniel 
A  and  Mary  Withey,  natives  of  New 


t  York  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively, 
the  former  of  English  and  the  latter  of 
German  descent.  He  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  and  when  a  young  man  began 
life  for  himself  by  driving  an  omnibus  and 
carrying  the  mail.  He  was  prudent  and 
saved  his  money  and  bought  ten  acres  of 
land,  which  he  lived  on  until  he  got  it  cleared 
and  then  sold  it  and  rented  a  farm  till  he 
was  able  to  buy  a  larger  one  in  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  on  which  he  lived 
several  years.  In  1856  he  came  West  and 
lived  in  Kane  County,  Illinois,  one  sum¬ 
mer,  and  then  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in  Barclay 
Township,  Black  Hawk  County.  He  has 
always  been  an  energetic,  enterprising  man, 
and  as  a  result  has  accumulated  a  valuable 
property,  owning  now  160  acres  of  choice 
land  with  improvements  second  to  none  in 
the  township.  He  is  public  spirited  and  lib¬ 
eral  and  has  assisted  materially  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  township.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  held  several  minor  offices  in  the  town¬ 
ship,  including  supervisor,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board,  and  has  served  with 
perfect  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
Mr.  Withey  was  married  in  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  in  1850,  to  Louisa 
Taylor,  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1829 
but  reared  in  America,  coming  here  with 
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her  parents  when  three  )rears  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Withey  have  two  children — Ida, 
wife  of  Emery  Ross,  of  Jesup,  Iowa,  and 
Mary  E.,  at  home. 


feOHN  BRIDLER,  farmer  and 
^  stock-raiser,  section  13,  Mount 
Vernon  Township,  was  born  in 
St..  Joseph  County,  Michigan,  April 
29,  1847,  a  son  °f  William  and  Mary 
(Burnham)  Bridler,  natives  of  England, 
his  mother  dying  when  he  was  less  than 
three  years  of  age.  The  date  of  his  father’s 
birth  is  January  6,  1808.  He  immigrated 
with  his  family  to  America,  and  came  to 
Bremer  County,  Iowa,  in  1852,  the  country 
at  that  time  being  mostly  raw  prairie,  and 
the  houses  few  and  far  between.  He  was 
three  times  married,  and  has  a  family  of 
four  children — Horseman  F.  and  William 
H.,  residents  of  Bremer  County  ;  John,  our 
subject,  and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  George  Se- 
vinson,  of  Janesville,  Iowa.  John  Bridler 
was  reared  in  Bremer  County,  living  there 
till  after  his  marriage.  He  then  farmed 
near  Shell  Rock,  Butler  County,  Iowa,  till 
1875,  when  he  sold  his  land  and  came  to 
Mount  Vernon  Township,  this  county,  buy¬ 
ing  160  acres  of  land,  where  he  has  since 
made  a  fine  home.  Since  coming  here  he 
has  rebuilt  all  the  fences  on  his  land,  and 
also  rebuilt  his  house,  and  his  barns  and 
out  buildings  are  in  good  condition.  In 
connection  with  his  farming  he  also  carries 
on  stock-raising,  and  intends  making  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  the  latter.  His  farm,  which  is 
located  in  this  section,  contains  120  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  besides  fifteen  acres 
of  timber  land.  Politically  Mr.  Bridler  is 
a  Republican.  He  has  served  very  effi¬ 
ciently  as  school  director  in  his  township. 
February  20,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Anna 
M.  Pearl,  a  daughter  of  Hudson  and  Mar¬ 
tha  H.  (Jordan)  Pearl.  To  them  have  been 


born  four  children,  of  whom  two  are  liv¬ 
ing— James  E.,  born  November  9,  1876, 
and  Clarence  Garfield,  born  November  8, 
1880,  both  in  Mount  Vernon  Township. 
Mary  Florence  was  born  in  Bremer  County, 
September  29,  1869,  and  died  February  10, 
1872;  Pearl  was  born  in  Bremer  County, 
April  10,  1875,  and  died  February  4,  1876. 
Mr.  Bridler  is  an  attendant  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mrs.  Bridler’s  father  was  a  native 
of  South  Carolina.  During  the  late  war  he 
was  a  strong  Union  man,  and  because  he 
would  not  join  the  Confederate  ranks  he 
was  shot  by  a  rebel  while  returning  home 
from  a  neighbor’s  house.  He  lived  two 
years  after  he  was  shot,  and  died  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  his  wife  also  dying  in  that 
city.  His  son  joined  the  rebel  army,  think¬ 
ing  to  save  his  father’s  life  by  so  doing. 
M  rs.  Bridler  is  the  eldest  of  her  father’s 
children.  The  other  children  are — Marv, 
wife  of  A.  L.  Burnell,  living  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  James  William,  of  Janesville,  Iowa, 
married  Josephine  Webster  ;  Sarah  Marga¬ 
ret,  wife  of  W.  Mullin,  living  near  Waverly, 
Iowa. 


44 

475 

44 

-  kTi  kT. 

44 

k.T«  kTi 

44 

kTi 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

kTiwT 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

TilTi 

44 

kTl  kTi 

44 

kTi  kTi 

44 
44 
44 

iTi»Ti 

44 

kTi  kTi 

44 

kTi  kTi 

44 

kT  kTi 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

kTi  kTi 

44 

tT  »Ti 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

kTi 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

kTkT 

44 

kT  kT 

44 

kTkT 

44 

kT  kT 

44 
44 
44 

kTi  T 

44 

*TiT 

44 

kTkT 

44 

iTiiTi 

44 

kTi  kTi 

44 

kTkT 

44 

kTkT 

44 

kTikTi 

44 

kTi  KTl 

44 
44 


sdBBBaBT ANIEL  WEBSTER,  farm 


er,  sec¬ 
tion  4,  Mount  Vernon  Township, 
was  born  May  22,  1836,  in  Kirk- 
land,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of 
^  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Moore) 
!!  Webster,  the  father  born  July  4,  1801, 
and  the  mother  born  near  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  in  1804.  His  parents  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1824. 
In  1854  they  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  with  their  two  children, 
Daniel,  and  Charlotte  E.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Mitchell,  of  Nappa  City, 
California.  The  parents  went  to  Nappa 
City  in  1876,  living  there  till  their  death, 
the  father  dying  July  4,  1877,  and  the 
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mother’s  death  occurring  in  February, 
i88t.  Daniel  Webster  was  married  No- 
vcmber22,  1855,  to  Helen  J.  Mills,  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Almira  Mills,  the  father 
born  April  5,  1811,  and  the  mother  born 
September  9,  1815.  Her  parents  were 
married  October  27,  1S33.  Her  mother 
dying  when  she  was  quite  young  she  was 
brought  up  by  Salmon  Wallace.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Webster  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren  Frank  M.,  born  May  3,  1857;  Capi- 
tola,  born  September  22,  1858,  died  March 
5.  1861;  S.  F.,  born  September  16,  1859; 
Charles  D.,  born  September  3,  1865;  Jessie 
M.,  born  December  7,  1870,  and  Kate  E., 
born  October  22,  1872.  Mr.  Webster  came 
to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1854.  He  has 
since  then  been  a  resident  of  Mt.  Vernoon 
Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  containing  i2oacres.  He  and  his  wife 
are  Spiritualists.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  Since  coming 
to  this  county  he  has  served  as  school 
director,  which  office  he  filled  very  accept¬ 
ably. 


aAMUEL  PATTERSON,  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Pennsylvania,  February  3, 
1830.  When  he  was  seven  years  of 
age  his  parents,  Robert  and  Mary 
Patterson,  removed  to  Miami  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
from  his  youth  has  been  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  Bv  his  father’s  death  he  was  left  at 

O 


the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  the  main  sup¬ 
port  of  his  widowed  mother  and  four 
sisters — Jane,  Hannah  (now  deceased), 
Mary  A.  and  Flora  E.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  March  6,  1867,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Hearst,  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children — William 
R.,  at  present  attending  the  Iowa  State 
Normal  School  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  a  daugh¬ 


ter,  Deborah,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Patterson  left  Ohio  in  1867,  and  settled  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
farmed  for  a  short  time  on  rented  land. 
I  le  now  resides  on  section  20,  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
160  acres  of  land  all  of  which  is  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Patterson 
has  met  with  success  in  his  agricultural 
pursuits,  having  acquired  his  present  prop¬ 
erty  by  his  own  industry  and  frugality.  He 
is  a  much  respected  citizen  of  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  has  served  as  school  director 
of  Independent  District  No.  7.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  I11  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 
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P.  FRISBY,  farmer,  section  17, 
Spring  Creek  Township,  was 
born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  in 
1828,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Van  Cliff)  Frisby.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  Stateand  Indiana, where 
his  parents  removed  in  1840,  remaining 
with  his  parents  until  manhood.  In  1858 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  entering  his  land  in  Spring  Creek 
Township  from  the  Government.  He  now 
has  his  land  all  under  cultivation  and  has 
135  acres  of  Spring  Creek’s  best  farming 
land.  August  12,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
defense  of  the  Union  in  Company  D,  Thir¬ 
ty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Mountain,  the  first 
battle  at  Arkansas  Post,  and  many  other 
hard-fought  battles.  January  11,1863,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  wrist,  and  eighteen 
days  later  was  obliged  to  have  his  hand  am¬ 
putated.  May  12,  1863,  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  and  now  draws  a  pension  of 
$24  a  month.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Catherine  Butts,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
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April  12,  1832.  Of  their  ten  children,  nine 
are  living- — Mary  S.,  wife  of  Stephen  Cal¬ 
vin,  of  La  Porte  City;  Charles,  George, 
Peter,  William,  Daniel,  Sarah,  Van  C.  and 
Carl.  Harriet  is  deceased.  Mr.  Frisby 
has  held  the  office  of  constable  five  terms, 
and  township  trustee  four  or  five  terms. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


G.  LEVERSEE  was  born  in  Rens¬ 
selaer  County,  New  York,  March 
20,  1838,  and  when  he  was  three 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  and  six 
years  later  went  to  LaFayette  County, 
Wisconsin,  remaining  there  about  six  years 

when  the  familv  came  to  Black  Hawk 

•/ 

County,  Iowa.  The  father  Avas  a  native  of 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  born  Au¬ 
gust  7,  1807,  living  there  till  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  his  wife  being  also  born  in  that  coun¬ 
ty,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  May  20, 
1810.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren — S.  G.,  our  subject,  the  eldest  child ; 
A.  W.,  Charles  D.,  and  Emma  G.,  wife  of 
Clark  Pattee,  living  in  Dakota.  After  com¬ 
ing  to  Black  Hawk  County  the  family  first 
settled  in  East  Waterloo  Township,  but 
about  six  months  later  moved  to  Mt. Vernon 
Township  and  settled  on  section  31,  and  in 
the  spring  of  i860  the  family  settled  on 
section  29,  where  the  father  died  March 
19,  l%73-  The  mother  is  at  present  liv¬ 
ing  alone  on  the  old  homestead.  S.  G. 
came  with  his  parents  to  Black  Hawk 
County  in  October,  1853.  He  was  reared 
a  farmer  and  has  always  followed  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits.  He  assisted  his  father  on 
his  farm  till  twenty-eight  years  of  age  when 
he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  has  been 
quite  successful  in  his  farming  operations 
and  now  owns  about  sixty  acres  on  section 
29  and  180  acres  on  section  30.  Mr.  Lev- 


ersee  was  married  December  24,  1865,  to 
Emma  J.  Eyeston,  who  was  born  February 
4,  1845,  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Lundy) 
Eyeston,  the  father  born  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  January  8,  1815,  and  the  mother  born 
March  3,  1822,  near  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
the  parents  coming  to  this  county  July  3, 
1853,  and  locating  on  section  30,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leversee 
are  the  parents  of  six  children— William 

D. ,  born  October  14,  1866;  Florence  A., 
born  in  1 868;  Marquis  A.,  born  October 
l7>  1 875  ;  Samuel  T.,  born  April  19,  1877; 
Amos  C.,  born  March  6,  1879,  and  Rena 

E. ,  born  October  3,  1881,  all  natives  of 
Mount  Vernon  Township,  this  county. 
Mrs.  Leversee  in  religious  faith  is  a  Second 
Day  Adventist.  In  politics  Mr.  Leversee 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  served  his  township  as  road  supervisor 
about  eight  years  and  has  been  township 
trustee  about  nine  years. 


300 oe 


<fell^ILLIAM  McKNIGHT  LAW,  a 
native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  Avas 
born  March  24,  1854,  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  (Bradley)  Law, 
natives  of  England.  The  father  im¬ 
migrated  to  Canada  when  tAventy-one 
years  of  age,  the  mother  living  in  that 
country  from  her  tenth  year  till  after  her 
marriage.  Their  nine  children  Avere  born 
in  Canada,  six  of  Avhom  are  yet  living — 
Robert,  now  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Thomas 
R.,  living  in  Nebraska;  Catherine,  wife  of 
O.  R.  Fritts,  of  Grundy  County,  IoAva; 
William  McKnight,  our  subject,  and  Henry 
J.,  of  Kimball  County,  Dakota.  The  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  this  county  with  their  family 
in  1868  making  their  home  in  Black  Hawk 
ToAvnship  till  1878,  since  which  time  they 
have  lived  at  Cedar  Falls,  retired  from 
active  life.  William  McKnight  Law  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county,  where  he 
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H  IS  TO  BY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


has  since  resided,  and  still  resides  on  the 
homestead  of  his  father, on  section  19,  Black 
I  lawk  Township,  which  contains  320  acres 
of  land.  He  farms  200  acres  of  this  land,  the 
remainder,  120  acres,  being  rented  out  to 
tenants.  Mr.  Law  was  married  August 
29,  1878,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Law,  daughter  of 
Robert  Law,  a  prominent  coal  merchant  of 
Chicago.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children  Ralph  Allen,  William  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Harvey.  In  politics  Mr.  Law 
casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Republican 
party. 


-HP 


£UDSON  BURR,  son  of  Hudson 
and  Martha  Burr,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  23,  Big  Creek  Township, 
Black  Ilawk  County,  is  engaged  as 
a  short-hand  reporter,  which  occu¬ 
pation  he  has  followed  for  several 
years.  1  le  was  married  in  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
in  1865,  to  Miss  Helen  Camp,  a  daughter 
of  Asa  and  Margaret  Camp,  who  were  pio¬ 
neers  of  this  county,  and  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  this  union  three  are  living — 
Helen  L.,  II.  Guidon  and  Florence  J.  A 
daughter,  Margaret,  is  deceased.  The 
home  farm  contains  350  acres  of  choice 
land,  which  is  managed  principally  by 
Mrs.  Burr,  and  which  she  has  brought 
under  excellent  cultivation,  and  occa¬ 
sionally  adding  to  the  farm  by  purchas¬ 
ing  a  piece  of  land.  Mrs.  Burr  is  a 
woman  of  good  business  ability,  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  better  financier  than  half  the  men 
in  the  township.  The  Burr  family  came 
to  this  county  about  ten  years  ago,  and  are 
respected  members  of  society,  having  made 
many  friends  during  their  residence  here. 
Mrs.  Burr’s  parents  had  a  family  of  eight 
children — Roswell,  of  Wisconsin ;  James,  of 
La  Porte  City;  Guston,  of  New  York; 
Frances  M.,  wife  of  Henry  Barnes,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  of  New  York;  Sarah  A.,  de¬ 
ceased  wife  of  Aaron  Steel,  of  New  York; 


Mary  E.,  of  California;  Helen,  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  Louisa,  wife  of  James  Holmes, 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Burr  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

-j - - £— 


EWIS  CLARK,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Spring  Creek  Township, 
lives  on  section  27,  where  he  has 
a  fine  farm  of  320  acres,  all  under  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  was  but  ten  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  came  to  Black 
Ilawk  County  and  here  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  attending  in  hisyouth  the  pioneer 
schools.  He  was  born  in  Bedford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  February  7,  1844,  a  son  of 
John  and  Barbara  Clark.  His  parents 
came  to  Iowa  in  1854  and  settled  in  Spring 
Creek  Township,  where  the  father  died. 

r 

The  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
son  William.  He  has  been  successful  in 
his  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  now  among 
the  prosperous  and  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Spring  Creek  Township.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat.  He  has  served  in  several  of¬ 
ficial  relations;  among  others  has  been  road 
supervisor  and  school  director,  he  taking  a 
special  interest  in  educational  matters.  He 
was  married  April  9,  1865,  to  Hester  A. 
Howell,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary 
Howell.  They  have  three  children — Will¬ 
iam,  James  L.  and  Lends. 


F.  BINGHAM,  section  13,  Fox 
Township,  was  born  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  New  York,  July 
18,  1812,  a  son  of  Abial  and  Sarah 
(Fowler)  Bingham,  natives  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  was  married  in  New 
York  in  1837  to  Mary  Mills,  a  native  of 
that  State,  born  July  29,  1814,  daughter  of 
F  rederick  and  Alathina  Mills.  They  have 
a  family  of  five  children — Ellen  S.,  wife  of 
L.  A.  Proctor,  of  Milwaukee;  Mary,  wife  of 
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J.  D.  Mills,  of  New  York;  Abial  M.,  living 
on  a  part  of  the  farm,  married  Nina  Cy¬ 
press;  Julia,  wife  of  Frederick  E.  Mills, 
and  Ida  E.  Mr.  Bingham  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  settlers  of  the  county,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  prosperous  farmers.  His  homestead 
contains  520  acres  of  land,  and  his  building 
improvements  are  models  of  comfort  and 
convenience.  In  addition  to  attending  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  land,  he  has  erected  a 
factory  building  and  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  butter,  buying  the  milk  of 
the  farmers  of  his  neighborhood.  His  but¬ 
ter  is  of  a  good  grade  and  brings  the  high¬ 
est  market  price.  In  politics  Mr.  Bingham 
is  a  Republican.  His  grandfather  was  a 
hero  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
love  of  his  native  country  is  one  of  the 
inheritances  transmitted  to  him  from  his 
ancestors. 


-S3- 


HC 
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,  HARLES  L.  DEAN,  son  of  Fes- 
tus  A.  and  Hannah  (Price)  Dean, 
was  born  April  30,  1835,  a  native 
of  Canada  West,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
improved  a  farm,  and  there  followed  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising  till  1884,  when  here- 
moved  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  at  once  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing.  He  is  also  engaged  in  raising  stock,  mak¬ 
ing  a  specialty  of  Clydesdale  horses  and 
Chester  White  hogs.  Mr.  Dean  is  an  act¬ 
ive  and  enterprising  farmer,  and  by  his 
own  good  management  he  has  accumulated 
a  handsome  property,  he  having  begun  life 
in  Bremer  County  without  means.  The 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides  contains 
eighty  acres  of  choice  land,  with  good  im¬ 
provements.  Mr.  Dean  was  married  in 


1868,  to  Roxana  Drew,  a  native  of  Canada 
East,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Wisconsin.  They  have  one  child, 
named  Hand)^  A.  Mrs.  Dean,  mother  of 
our  subject,  is  still  living,  and  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Michigan. 

— °->3S>-cc 

I^RANK  COTTON,  son  of  William 
and  Eliza  Cotton,  was  born  in 
Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  the 
date  of  his  birth  being  November  25, 
1851.  He  lived  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
*  nois  till  1873  when  he  came  with  his 
father’s  family  to  Black  Hawk  County 
where  he  has  since  resided  on  the  home¬ 
stead  farm  on  section  35,  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  December  4,  1881,  to  Miss  Sarah  Por¬ 
ter,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Ann  W.  Por- 
ter.  Her  mother  is  deceased,  and  her 
father  is  now  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls 
Township.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton — Harry  E.,  born 
September  8,  1881,  and  Edna  M.,  horn  No¬ 
vember  14,  1883.  Mr.  Cotton  has  served 
very  acceptably  as  school  director.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church,  and  are  attendants 
of  Fields’  Chapel.  William  Cotton,  father 
of  our  subject,  is  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  New  York,  a  son  of  Aaron  and 
Susannah  (Rich)  Cotton.  His  ancestors 
settled  in  the  New  England  States  prior  to 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Cotton 
has  been  twice  married,  both  of  his  wives 
being  deceased,  his  second  wife  dying 
March  21,  1885.  He  had  a  family  of  twelve 
children  of  whom  six  are  yet  living — 
Alonzo  S.,  Albert  J.,  Frank,  Ella,  Ida  M. 
and  Arthur  P.  William  Cotton  left  New 
York  State  about  the  year  1837,  locating 
in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
till  1844.  He  then  removed  to  Illinois, 
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settling  in  Winnebago  County  among  the 
early  settlers,  lie  made  his  home  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County  till  1873  when  he  settled 
in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  Black  Ilawk 
County,  where  he  followed  farming  for 
years,  being  classed  among  the  best  farmers 
and  citizens  of  that  township. 
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4Efls()SEPH  G1BSON’the  genial  Pr°- 

prietor  of  the  Gibson  House,  at 
Cedar  Falls,  is  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  a  son  of  John  and  Alice  Gib- 
son.  lie  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
r  his  native  country,  and  there  served 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
lie  immigrated  to  America  some  thirty 
years  ago,  and  after  spending  several  years 
in  Lee  County,  Illinois,  he  came  to  Cedar 
Falls,  locating  here  in  the  fall  of  1865.  He 
was  a  skillful  and  reliable  workman,  and  for 
many  years  was  the  leading  blacksmith  of 
the  place.  September 22,  1861,  Mr.  Gib¬ 
son  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ange- 
line  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lu¬ 
cinda  Jacobs,  both  of  whom  died  in  Cedar 
Falls.  Two  daughters  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson — Nellie  A.  and  Mabel 
M.,  of  whom  the  former  is  deceased.  Mr. 
Gibson  opened  his  present  hotel  in  the  fall 
of  1 882,  and  through  his  good  management 
it  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular 
houses  in  the  county.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Gibson  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
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f^jflLLIAM  CLARK,  a  prominent 
_  jp  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Spring 
Creek  Township,  was  born  in 
1>  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
April  1 2,  1846,  a  son  of  John  and 
^  Barbara  Clark.  His  parents  moved 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and 


here  he  was  reared.  1 1  is  parents  died  in 
this  county  leaving  a  large  estate  to  their 
children,  which  they  had  acquired  by  many 
years  of  arduous  toil  and  frugality.  There 
was  a  family  of  eight  children — Simon,  now 
of  Missouri;  George,  Lewis,  Andrew, 
Henry,  Nancy,  wife  of  John  Howery; 
Emeline,  wife  of  D.  B.  Teeter,  and  William. 
William  Clark  was  reared  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  has  been  an  indus¬ 
trious  man,  and  has  added  to  the  estate 
left  him  by  his  father  until  he  now  owns 
343  acres  of  fair  land.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  the  township,  and 
has  held  many  local  positions  of  trust.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  January  1,  1873,  to  Ada  Wallace, 
daughter  of  James  Wallace,  of  Benton 
County. 

- 

1 LL1 A M  BOW.N  has  been  a  resi- 
13  dent  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
Iowa,  since  1853,  in  which  year 
>  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  on 
section  10,  Cedar  Township.  He 
is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  Not¬ 
tingham,  February  6, 1827,  remaining  in  that 
country  till  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents,  Samuel  and  Eleanor  Bown,  who 
settled  in  Illinois,  subsequently  coming  to 
Cedar  Township,  this  county,  where  both 
died  many  years  ago.  While  living  with 
his  parents  in  Illinois  William  Bown  went 
to  California,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mining  for  three  years,  and  on  his  return 
joined  his  parents,  who  had,  during  his 
absence,  settled  in  Cedar  Township.  He  was 
married  October  4,  1854,  to  Miss  Martha 
Hall,  who  was  born  in  Chenango  County, 
New  York,  in  1829,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Abigail  Hall.  When  she  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  her  parents  moved  to  Lake 
County,  New  York,  where  her  father  died. 
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Her  mother  is  still  living-  in  New  York 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bown  have  six  children 
— Emma,  wife  of  Albert  J.  Peck,  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township;  Charles  W.and  John  A.,  in 
business  at  La  Porte,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Bown  Brothers  &  Hunt ;  Ida  O.,  Ira  E. 
and  Omar  A.,  living  with  their  parents. 
Luella  M.,  the  youngest  child,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year.  Mr.  Bown  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Cedar  Township,  and 
was  formerly  one  of  its  most  active  citi¬ 
zens,  but  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  an 
invalid.  He  has  met  with  success  in  his 
agricultural  pursuits,  owning  at  one  time 
640  acres.  He  has  given  eighty  acres  to 
each  of  his  sons,  and  one  of  his  daughters 
owns  320  acres  of  improved  land,  beside 
sixty  acres  of  timber  land.  Politically  Mr. 
Bown  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


•UIj££C/©v§@'*‘*— ££ 


Dio  CTVk 

”^|ENRY  dreese  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  22,  1844,  in  Pennsylvania, 
his  parents,  Henry  and  Eliza 
Dreese,  being  natives  of  the  same 
State.  Of  four  children  born  to  his 
parents  three  survive — Joseph,  Henry 
and  Matilda.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1868,  was  married  to  Louisa  Miller, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  Miller. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son — 
William  M.,  born  November  29,  1871.  Mr. 
Dreese  continued  to  reside  in  his  native 
State  after  his  marriage,  and  in  1883  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  where  he  has  since  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  155  acres 
of  well-cultivated  land  on  section  26.  In 
February,  1864,  Mr.  Dreese  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 

ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  serving  under 

49 


General  Grant.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Bethsaida 
Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Hatch- 
ie’s  Run  and  others  of  minor  importance. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Dreese  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 

|^H ARLES  E.  PHIFER, farmer,  sec¬ 
tion  13,  Barclay  Township,  post- 


office  Jesup,  Buchanan  County, 
is  a  native  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  born  April  9,  1844,  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Jane  (Carpenter)  Phifer, 
natives  of  Newjersey  and  Pennsylvania  re¬ 
spectively,  the  former  of  English  and  Ger¬ 
man,  the  latter  of  Welsh  descent.  They 
are  now  living  in  Franklin  County,  Iowa, 
the  father  aged  seventy-five  and  the  mother 
seventy  years.  Our  subject  is  the  third  of 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 
His  father  was  a  glass  manufacturer  in  Pitts¬ 
burg,  and  he  worked  in  the  factory  till  sev¬ 
enteen  years  of  age, 'when,  his  father  selling 
out  and  going  on  a  farm,  he  was  employed  in 
various  vocations  till  1863,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa,  and  for  seven  years  lived  in  Buchanan 
County;  nine  months  of  the  time  was  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Jesup.  When  Mr.  Phifer 
started  in  life  for  himself  he  was  a  poor  boy, 
but  he  has  made  rapid  strides  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  Bar¬ 
clay  Township.  In  attaining  this  prosper¬ 
ity  he  has  been  assisted  by  a  noble  and  self- 
sacrificing  wife.  In  addition  to  attending 
to  his  farm  he  has  paid  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  auctioneering  and  is  considered  the 
best  in  the  county.  His  success  in  this  line 
is  due  to  his  ready  reading  of  human  nature 
and  his  honest  and  honorable  dealing,  al¬ 
ways  giving  his  customers  a  fair  knowledge 
of  the  goods  they  propose  to  buy.  He  was 
married  June  23,  1867,  to  Emma  C.  Geiser, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  October  30, 
1844.  They  have  had  three  children;  but 
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HIS  TO  nr  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


two  are  living — Lillian  YV.,  born  July  7,1869, 
and  Myrtie  I.,  born  March  27,  1872.  One 
died  infancy.  Lillian  is  a  natural  artist,  her 
specimens  comparing  favorably  with  many 
older  anti  more  advanced  students.  After 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebell- 
ion  Mr.  Phifer  offered  his  services  in  de¬ 
fense  of  his  country,  but  was  rejected  on 
account  of  disability,  much  to  his  chagrin 
and  dissatisfaction. 


1p||l  MANUEL  SHAULIS,  one  of 
the  successful  agriculturists  of 
Orange  Township,  residing  on 
section  18,  was  born  in  Somerset 
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I  County,  Pennsylvania,  November  5, 
1821.  His  parents,  Adam  and  Julia 
Ann  Shaulis,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Somerset  County,  and  both 
are  buried  near  their  old  home  in  that 
county.  Our  subject  was  reared  to 

farm  life,  and  from  his  boyhood  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  remaining  with 
his  parents  till  twenty-oneyears  of  age. 
October  20,  1842,  he  was  married  to 
Julia  Ann  Harsh,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  born  February  2, 
1822,  and  to  them  were  born  six  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Nine  of  the  children  still  sur¬ 
vive — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ivistner,  of  Eagle 
Township;  Simon,  living  in  Orange  Town¬ 
ship;  Carrie,  living  at  home;  Noah,  in  Or¬ 
ange  Township;  Mrs.  Amanda  Brant,  of 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania ;  Emanuel 
A.,  of  Dawson  County,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Lot¬ 
tie  Barron,  of  Dawson  County,  Nebraska; 
Wrestler  I.,  of  Orange  Township,  and  Koo- 
ser  J.,  of  Dawson  County.  Julia  died  aged 
twelve  years;  Wesley  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  and  Catherine  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Shaulis  com¬ 
menced  life  a  poor  man,  not  having  enough 
capital  to  start  housekeeping.  After  work¬ 
ing  for  others  for  three  years,  he  had  by  his 
strict  economy  accumulated  a  small  capital 


which  enabled  him  to  rent  land,  and  in  1867 
lie  owned  a  good  farm  in  his  native  county, 
which  he  traded  for  the  land  in  Orange 
Township,  which  he  still  owns.  Mr.  Shaulis 
settled  in  his  present  residence  October  24, 
1867,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  home 
farm,  which  contains  240  acres,  is  under  the 
best  cultivation,  and  his  building  improve¬ 
ments  are  among  the  best  in  the  township. 
Besides  his  home  farm  he  owns  160  acres  on 
section  20  and  160  acres  on  section  35  of 
Orange  Township,  and  has  deeded  eighty 
acres  to  his  son,  Simon  P.  He  also  owns 
a  quarter-section  of  land  in  Dawson 
County,  Nebraska.  In  politics  Mr.  Shaulis 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church. 

f ERTEL  P.  MILLER,  deceased, 
was  born  in  Schleswig,  Denmark, 
in  October,  1845,  and  was  a  son 
of  Peter  and  Annie  Miller.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
country,  and  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade  which  he  followed 
till  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  November  10,  1871, 
to  Augusta  Krumlinde,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Schleswig,  Denmark,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  August  and  Elizabeth  Krumlinde,  of 
whom  her  mother  is  now  deceased.  Seven 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller,  of  whom  only  four  are  now  living — 
August  B.,  Louis  H.,  Amanda  B.  and  Ber¬ 
tel  P.  Mr.  Miller  immigrated  to  America 
in  1873,  settling  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  where 
for  several  years  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
tailoring  establishment,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  give  up  his  business  and 
find  out-door  employment.  After  leaving 
Chicago  he  settled  with  his  family  on  a 
farm  in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  his  death  occurred 
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in  October,  1884.  He  was  an  affectionate 
father  and  kind  husband,  and  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church. 
His  widow  is  also  a  member  of  the  same 
church.  She  is  still  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Falls  Township,  where  she  owns  a  well-im¬ 
proved  farm  containing  170  acres  of  land. 
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AMES  VIRDEN,  section  18,  Ben¬ 
nington  Township,  came  to  this 
county  June  1,  1846,  locating  on 
the  east  side  of  Waterloo,  within  the 
present  town  site.  The  same  year 
he  pre-empted  158  acres  on  section 
Bennington  Township,  fifty  acres  being 
timber  land.  On  first  coming  here  he 

worked  on  the  mill-race  at  Cedar  Falls 
till  1847,  when  he  returned  to  the  land 

he  had  pre-empted,  living  there  in  a  log 
cabin  till  1856,  when  he  built  a  frame 
house,  drawing  the  lumber  by  team  from 
Dubuque.  In  1858  he  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Brunswick,  Chariton  County, 
Missouri,  where  he  bought  property 
and  carried  on  the  grocery  business  a 
year.  He  then  sold  out  his  store,  which 
had  been  greatly  damaged  by  the  flood 
in  the  spring  of  1859,  and  returned  to 
Waterloo.  He  then  bought  a  steam  saw¬ 
mill  which  he  operated  till  it  was  burned 
in  1861,  his  loss  being  about  $3,000, 
with  no  insurance.  He  then  ran  a  saw-mill 
at  Waterloo  for  M.  H.  Moore  for  a  year 
when  he  bought  an  eighty-acre  farm  near 
Waterloo,  where  he  followed  farming  for 
about  two  years.  He  then  sold  his  land 
and  went  to  Elk  Run,  four  miles  east  of 
Waterloo,  where  he  bought  120  acres  of 
land.  After  living  on  this  land  about  ten 
years  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  a  section  near, 
where  he  built  a  house  which  was  soon  af¬ 
ter  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then  lived  in 
Waterloo  till  1880,  when  his  family  removed 
to  his  present  farm.  During  1880  and  1881 


Mr.  Virden  was  engaged  in  the  silver  mines 
of  Colorado,  being  from  home  about  eight¬ 
een  months,  his  brother  Daniel  having  been 
in  Colorado  several  years.  He  and  his 
brother  have  claims  there,  his  brother  re¬ 
maining  there  to  look  after  them  ;  since  his 
return  home  in  1882  he  has  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  at  his  present  farm. 
Mr.  Virden  was  born  in  Lexington,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  February  22,  1823,  living  there  till 
nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents,  William 
and  Martha  (Williamson)  Virden,  moved  to 
Wayne  County,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
till  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  after 
which  he  worked  in  the  lead  mines  at  Ga¬ 
lena  one  year,  when  he  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1846,  as  before 
stated.  He  was  married  February  27, 
1851,  to  Charlotte  Pratt,  daughter  of  Jona¬ 
than  and  Mary  (Wilcox)  Pratt.  She  died 
April  3,  1855,  at  the  age  of  twenty -three 
years,  leaving  two  children — George,  born 
December  28,  185 1, married  Carrie  Job,  and 
is  farming  in  Colorado,  and  Willard,  born 
January  8,  1853,  married  Mary  Brickway, 
and  is  living  in  Colorado  near  his  brother. 
Mr.  Virden  was  again  married  January  18, 
1858,  to  Harriet  Richardson,  born  in  Pres¬ 
ton,  Chenango  County,  New  York,  in  1832, 
a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Nogar) 
Richardson,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the 
father  a  native  of  Amherst  and  the  mother 
born  in  Pittsfield  in  1802.  The  father  was 
a  gunsmith  by  trade.  He  was  married  in 
Massachusetts,  living  there  till  Mrs.  Virden 
was  nine  years  old,  when  he  moved  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  Wayne  County,  New 
York,  where  he  lived  till  his  death  in  the 
winter  of  1877,  aged  about  seventy-seven 
years.  His  widow  survived  till  1881.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Virden  have  four  children — Frank, 
born  August  17,  1861  ;  Laura,  born  April 
17,  1863  ;  Emma,  born  October  26,  1866, 
and  Rossen,  born  February  23,  1869,  all 
natives  of  this  county.  Mr.  Virden  was 
the  first  man  married  in  Black  Hawk  Coun- 
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tv.  He  was  reared  a  Methodist,  but  is  in¬ 
clined  to  be  a  free  thinker.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  an  independent  Republican.  Mr. 
Virden  was  one  of  the  parties  who  laid  out 
East  Waterloo  in  1853,  a  part  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  subdivision  of  the  place,  being  a  part 
of  the  land  that  he  first  pre-empted  on  sec¬ 
tion  23.  The  first  general  store  in  East 
Waterloo  was  established  by  Mr.  Virden. 
Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  Delaware, 
living  in  his  native  State  till  of  age.  He 
then  went  to  Kentucky  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
born  January  18,  1792.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  with  his  family  in 
1851,  and  died  at  Waterloo,  March  3,  1855, 
aged  sixty-eight  years.  James  Virden,  our 
subject,  has  served  his  township  as  con¬ 
stable  and  as  school  director. 


I  M  »  f  .t- 


ENRY  BECKER,  farmer,  section 
28,  Big  Creek  Township,  was 
born  in  Berkshire  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  May  8,  1838,  the  eldest  of 
twelve  children  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Becker,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  He  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  has 
devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1871,  and  in  1876  lo¬ 
cated  in  Black  Hawk  County.  He  now 
owns  a  good  farm  of  forty  acres,  and  a 
house  and  lot  in  La  Porte  City.  His  wife 
has  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Mary  A.  Bramer,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
She  died  in  August,  1875.  In  1876  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Falk,  widow  of  George 
Falk,  who  was  born  in  1827  and  died  in 
1873.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1840,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Han¬ 
nah  Reed,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  Her 
father  died  in  his  native  State,  and  her 


mother  is  still  living,  aged  eighty-one 
years.  She  has  two  children  by  her  for¬ 
mer  marriage — Laura,  born  May  7,  1865, 
and  Lorenzo,  born  January  28,  1867.  Mr. 
Becker  has  served  his  township  as  school 
director  and  road  supervisor.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  church. 


^3*- 


.  REGOR  GRAY,  farmer,  section 
{  12,  Spring  Creek  Township,  is 

one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Black  Flawk  County.  He  has  a  fine 
farm  of  190  acres,  valued  at  $35  an 
acre.  He  is  an  enterprising,  public- 


spirited  man,  and  a  ready  advocate  and 
supporter  of  all  projects  that  promise  bene¬ 
fit  to  his  township.  He  is  a  native  of  Perth 
shire,  Scotland,  a  son  of  James  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Gray.  He  accompanied  his  parents 
to  America  in  1851,  and  in  1855  settled  in 
Black  Hawk  County.  His  father  died  at 
Dubuque  while  on  his  way  to  this  county, 
and  his  mother  died  in  Spring  Creek 
Township  in  1884.  Mr.  Gray  has  never 
married. 


Jra|HARLES  HORTING,  one  of  the 


prosperous  and  enterprising 


farmers  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
resides  on  section  2,  Spring  Creek 
t\  Township,  where  he  owns  300  acres 
of  choice  land,  all  under  cultivation. 
He  was  a  poor  man  when  he  located  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  in  1855,  but  by  good 
management,  industry  and  economy,  both 
on  his  own  part  and  that  of  his  wife,  he 
now  has  a  pleasant  home,  and  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township.  He  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  born  in  1824,  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Minnie  Horting.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  country  to  Philippine - , 


and  together  two  years  later  they  came  to 
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the  United  States.  They  have  a  family  of 
five  children — Charles,  Henry,  Philippine, 
Minnie  and  Christina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hort- 
ing-  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  and  are  liberal  contributors  to  the 
support  of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  to  all  en¬ 
terprises  of  benefit  to  their  community. 


OHN  HARDTMAN,  farmer,  re- 
siding  in  Cedar  Falls  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  July  2,  1826,  a  son 
of  Adam  Hardtman.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  country, 
remaining  there  till  the  year  1869,  when  he 
immigrated  to  America.  He  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  1876  and  since 
1877  has  made  his  home  in  Cedar  Falls 
Township,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm  con¬ 
taining  eighty  acres  of  choice  land,  located 
on  section  20.  For  his  wife  he  married 
Mrs.  Blum,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Ann 
M.  Zwick,  who  came  to  America  in  1876. 
Mrs.  Hartman  was  first  married  in  her  na¬ 
tive  country  to  Gottleib  Blum  in  1859,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  yet  living — Englebert, 
Gottleib  and  Sophia.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardtman  are  members  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Association,  and  are  respected 
citizens  of  Cedar  Falls  Township. 


ILLIAM  BAULER,  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Eagle  Township,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  18,  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1834,  a  son  of  Matthias  and 
Margaret  Bauler,  both  of  whom  died  in 
Germany.  Our  subject  lived  in  his  native 
country  till  /twenty  years  of  age,  when  in 


1854  ho  immigrated  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York  City  in  May  of  that  year.  He 
remained  in  the  State  of  New  York  one 
year  when  he  went  to  Lee  County,  Illinois, 
living  there  and  in  La  Salle  County,  Illinois, 
about  ten  years.  He  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  in  Lee  County,  November  30,  1863, 
to  Miss  Annie  Smith,  who  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Germany,  born  January  6,  1844. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  chil¬ 
dren — Mary,  William,  Katie,  Peter,  Joseph¬ 
ine  and  Emma.  Mr.  Bauler  came  with 
his  family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in 
the  year  1866,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides,  which  contains  208 
acres  of  valuable  land.  Besides  his  home 
farm  he  owns  a  farm  of  160  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  19  of  Eagle  Township.  Mr.  Bauler  came 
from  Germany  a  poor  boy,  but  by  his  un¬ 
tiring  industry,  persevering  energy  and 
strict  frugality  he  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  bringing 
with  him  to  this  county  a  capital  of  $2,000 
where  he  is  ranked  among  the  wealthy  cit¬ 
izens.  Politically  Mr.  Bauler  casts  his 
suffrage  with  the  Democratic  party.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church. 
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^ALORIOUS  THOMAS,  a  promi¬ 
nent  farmer  of  Washington  Town¬ 
ship,  came  to  Black  Hawk  County 
in  July,  1851,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  on  section 
15.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County  > 
New  York,  August  1,  1812,  a  son  of  Adna 
and  Lois  (Beckwith)  Thomas.  When  he 
was  fifteen  years  old  his  parents  went  to 
Olean  County,  New  York,  and  there  built 
a  boat,  and  on  it  floated  down  the  Alle¬ 
ghany  River  to  the  Ohio,  and  thence  to 
Cairo,  Illinois,  where  they  took  a  steamer 
and  went  up  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  thence  to  St.  Clair  County, 
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HI  STORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


Illinois,  where  a  brother  of  his  mother 
lived.  A  year  later  they  moved  to  Madison 
County.  As  soon  as  old  enough  he  began 
working  by  the  day  and  month,  remaining 
in  Madison  County  till  1837.  He  then 
went  to  Winnebago  County,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1838  to  Stephenson  County,  and  lived 
there  till  his  removal  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  in  1851.  At  that  time  there  were 
about  twelve  families  in  the  county,  and  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  onty  thirty-five 
votes  were  cast.  Mr.  Thomas  has  always 
been  one  of  the  progressive,  public-spirited 
men  of  his  township,  and  from  the  small 
beginning  in  1851  he  has  lived  to  see  this 
county  grow  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Iowa, 
and  has  assisted  materially  in  its  develop¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  December 

8,  1838,  to  Almeda  Helm,  who  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  July  10, 
1818,  a  daughter  of  Vernon  and  Anna 
(Adams)  Helm.  Her  father  is  living  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  and  her  mother  died 
here  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  In  1837  her  parents  moved  to  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  Illinois,  and  a  year  later  to 
Stephenson  County,  where  she  met  and 
married  Mr.  Thomas.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Thomas  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  his 
father  born  February  10,  1783,  and  his 
mother  May  10,  1789.  His  father  died  in 
August,  1868,  in  Butler  County,  Iowa.  His 
mother  is  also  deceased.  The  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  capt¬ 
ured  at  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  but  was 
paroled  by  promising  not  to  return  again 
to  his  regiment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
have  had  fi^e  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  former,  Chauncey,  born 
September  1,  1839,  and  Charles,  born  July 

9,  1842,  were  both  drowned  in  the  lake 
near  their  home,  August  19,  1851,  by  the 
upsetting  of  a  canoe  in  which  they  were 
rowing,  no  one  being  near  to  give  them 
assistance.  The  daughters  are — Olive,  born 
December  13,  1840;  Orrilla,  born  Novem¬ 


ber  4,  1843,  and  Melinda,  born  December 
29, 1 844.  Olive  is  the  wife  of  James  Baker,  of 
Washington  Township.  Orrilla  married 
Samuel  Sheilds,  of  Mt.  Vernon  Town¬ 
ship.  Melinda  married  Michael  Ulrich, 
who  died  April  21,  1872,  leaving  one 

child — Emma,  born  April  21,  1868.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebell¬ 
ion,  serving  two  years.  March  19, 
1873,  Mrs.  Ulrich  married  Waldo  E. 
Jones,  a  native  of  S wanton  Falls,  Ver¬ 
mont,  born  February  28,  1854,  but  when 
about  a  year  old  his  parents  moved  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  Avas  reared,  and  in  1870 
he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  have  had  four  children — 
Cora  L.,  born  December  29,  1873,  died 
aged  ten  months  and  nine  days ;  Etta  M., 
born  March  20,  1875;  Valorious  E.,  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  1879,  a°d  Ida  P.,  October  16,  1881. 
In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  was  originally  a 
Whig,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henry  Clay,  and  now  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 

ILLIAM  H.  STEIMEL,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Eagle  Town¬ 
ship,  resides  on  section  15,  where 
he  has  a  valuable  farm  containing 
1 80  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Steimel  was 
born  in  Germany,  in  July,  1829,  and 
in  1854,  in  order  to  better  his  condition,  he 
immigrated  to  America.  After  coming  to 
this  country  he  Avorked  on  a  farm  in  La 
Salle  County,  Illinois,  for  two  years,  being 
employed  by  the  month.  In  1856  he  in¬ 
vested  his  small  capital  in  land,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  improvement  of  his  present 
home,  Avhich  at  that  time  was  the  naked 
prairie.  After  living  on  his  land  alone  over 
two  years,  he,  in  1859  married  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Penne,  Avho  Avas  also  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  born  in  the  year  1838.  She  came  to 
America  Avith  her  parents,  John  G.  and 
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Anna  E.  Penne,  who  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
County, Iowa,  near  the  farm  of  Mr.  Steimel, 
in  1857.  The  father  died  in  January,  1869, 
and  the  mother  still  resides  on  the  home¬ 
stead,  on  section  15,  Eagle  Township. 
Eleven  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Steimel  yet  survive — Adelaide, 
wifeof  Charles  Struble;  Mary  Bertha, 
finished  her  education  at  the  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  is  now 
teaching  at  La  Porte;  Emma  A.,  Will¬ 
iam  E.,  Clara  A.,  Henry  E.,  Joseph  F., 
John  A.,  Frances  E.,  Esther  A.  and 
Theodore  M.  are  at  home.  John  A.  and 
Celia  died  in  infancy.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 
Mr.  Steimel  is  a  very  successful  farmer, 
and  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
raising.  He  is  an  active,  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  all 
public  matters.  He  was  the  first  tax  col¬ 
lector  of  his  township,  which  position  he 
filled  seven  years.  He  has  also  been  asses¬ 
sor  and  township  clerk  several  years,  and 
for  many  years  was  school  secretary,  in  all 
of  which  offices  he  served  very  efficiently. 
He  is  at  present  serving  as  school  treas¬ 


urer. 
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LLIAM  H.  HURD,  junior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Snyder  & 
Hurd,  publishers  of  the  Cedar 
Falls  Gazette ,  is  a  son  of  C.  and 
Betsey  Hurd,  and  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  New  York,  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1837.  He  left  home  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  and  for  three  years  was  at  school. 
He  then  learnfcd  the  printer’s  trade,  which 
he  has  since  followed  continuously,  except 
two  years  and  a  half  in  the  army.  He  en¬ 
listed  in  1861,  in  the  Nineteenth  New  York 
Infantry.  In  1868  he  left  Syracuse  and  im¬ 
migrated  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided 
twelve  years.  He  came  to  Cedar  Falls  in 


1880.  He  was  married  January  7,  1864,  to 
Ruth  Hutchinson,  at  Pavilion,  Genesee 
County,  New  York.  They  have  one  son 
— Egbert.  Mr.  Hurd  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Legion  of  Honor,  An¬ 
cient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


EORGE  EILER,  farmer,  Cedar 
Falls  Township,  was  born  in 
Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin,  a 
son  of  Philip  and  Frederica  Eiler, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Germany. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  yet  survive— George, 
Daniel,  John  P.,  Louisa  M.  and  Sarah.  In 
1868  the  parents  moved  with  their  family 
to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  locating  on 
a  farm  in  Cedar  Falls  Township,  near  the 
present  home  of  our  subject.  The  father 
began  life  in  America  with  the  small  sum  of 
$2,  but  by  his  industry  and  strict  economy 
he  added  to  this  till  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  18,  1884,  he  was 
the  owner  of  320  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  German  Evangel¬ 
ical  Association,  and  ^vas  very  much  re¬ 
spected  throughout  his  neighborhood. 
While  living  in  the  county  he  served  as 
school  director.  His  wife  still  survives, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation.  Our  subject  came  to  Black 
Hawk  County  with  his  parents  in  1868, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
his  neighborhood.  January  20,  1880,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  War¬ 
den,  of  Black  Hawk  County.  They  have 
one  son,  Daniel,  born  January  21,  1883. 
Mr.  Eiler  is  a  successful  and  enterprising 
farmer,  being  the  owner  of  a  well-improved 
farm  containing  200  acres  of  land  located 
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in  the  southern  part  of  Cedar  Falls  Town¬ 
ship.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens 
of  his  township,  and  contributes  liberally 
of  his  means  to  both  church  and  county  af¬ 
fairs.  Like  his  parents  he  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Evangelical  Association.  lie 
is  at  present  serving  as  school  director. 
Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 
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H.  WILCOX  came  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1877, 
and  immediately  settled  on  his 
present  farm  on  section  34,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Township,  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  fall  of  1876.  He  has  in 
all  160  acres  of  land,  well  improved 
and  well  fenced,  except  thirty  acres. 
He  has  a  good  frame  residence,  with 
fair  barn  and  other  farm  buildings.  Mr. 
Wilcox  was  born  June  6,  1836,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  reared  till  he  came  to 
Iowa.  He  was  married  February  3, 
1864,  in  Canaan,  Connecticut,  to  Julia  A. 
Calkins,  daughter  of  Noah  H.  and  Nancy 
(Dean)  Calkins.  Her  mother  died  when 
she  was  nine  years  of  age,  after  which  she 
lived  with  an  aunt  in  Erie  County,  New 
York,  and  while  living  in  Erie  County  her 
father  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have 
been  born  four  children — Carrie  E.,  born 
January  28,  1865,  now  married  to  Dennis 
Knapp,  and  living  in  Butler  County,  Iowa; 
Nellie  M.,  born  July  9,  1870 ;  Ida  M.,  born 
December  23,  1874;  Frederick  H.,  born 
January  16,  1877.  In  politics  Mr.  Wilcox 
is  a  Democrat.  His  parents,  R.  H.  and 
Fannie  M.  Wilcox,  were  both  natives  of 
Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  the  father 
born  March  10,  1800,  and  the  mother  in 
1810.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren — R.  H.,  our  subject,  and  Frank  E., 
who  was  born  June  6,  1839.  The  family 


came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  from 
Connecticut  in  1877,  the  father  dying  here 
November  24,  1880.  The  mother  died  in 
Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  April  18, 
1872.  R.  H.  Wilcox,  Sr.,  was  a  selectman 
from  1840  till  he  came  to  Iowa.  After 
coming  here  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Relief,  and  held  many  township 
offices  with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislat¬ 
ure  in  the  spring  of  1861,  and  served  one 
term. 


f  IMOTHY  H.  ELWELL,  deceased, 
was  born  November  6,  1813,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  a 
son  of  David  and  Nancy  Elwell. 
Three  brothers  named  Elwell  emi¬ 
grated  from  Europe  to  America  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  one  of  whom 
was  the  paternal  ancestor  of  our  subject. 
His  grandfather  served  as  a  soldier  in  that 
and  his  war,  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  State,  and  for  his  first  wife  mar¬ 
ried  a  Miss  McCormick.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  his  second  wife,  June  23, 
1847,  her  maiden  name  being  Sarah  Reed. 
She  was  born  September  26,  1823,  in  Cham¬ 
paign  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Jane  Reed,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
that  county,  her  father  being  of  English 
and  her  mother  of  Irish  descent.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  children — Martha  J., 
Ida  and  Albert.  Mr.  Elwell  removed  with 
his  family  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  entered  Govern¬ 
ment  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Waterloo, 
residing  and  engaging  in  business  at  the 
latter  place,  remaining  there  till  1866.  He 
then  removed  to  La  Porte  City,  having 
previous  to  his  arrival  built  the  well-known 
grist-mill,  which,  in  1882  was  furnished 
throughout  with  new  machinery,  now  turn¬ 
ing  out  the  roller-process  flour  of  a  high 
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grade.  This  property  is  known  as  the  El- 
well  &  Babcock  Roller  Mill,  of  La  Porte 
City,  Iowa.  Mr.  Elwell  continued  to  reside 
in  La  Porte  City  till  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  August  1 7,  1878.  He  was  a  highly 
esteemed  citizen,  and  much  respected  in 
business  circles  for  his  fair  dealing  and 
sterling  business  qualities,  and  his  death 
was  a  loss  to  the  community. 


300oe= 
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f EV.  THOMAS  F.  O’BRIEN,  the 
resident  pastor  in  charge  of  the 
Catholic  church  in  Eagle  To.wn- 
y  ship,  was  born  in  Rock  Island  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  November  29,  1855.  His 
parents,  John  and  Ann  O’Brien,  were 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  coming  to  America 
early  in  life,  being  married  in  this  country. 
They  are  at  present  living  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  having  been  residents  of  that  city 
since  1857.  Father  O’Brien  received  his 
early  education  in  the  schools  of  Dubuque, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  pursued 
his  classical  studies  at  the  seminary  of  Our 
Lady  of  Angels  at  Niagara,  New  York, 
and  his  theological  studies  at  St.  Mary 
Seminary  at  Montreal,  Canada.  He  was 
ordained  priest  by  Bishop  Hennessey,  at 
Dubuque,  in  the  year  1880,  since  which  he 
has  been  in  charge  of  his  present  church  in 
Eagle  Township,  which  under  his  able  ad¬ 
ministration  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Father  O’Brien  is  a  young  man  of  much 
ability,  and  is  possessed  of  courteous  and 
affable  manners  which  have  made  him  many 
friends  during  his  sojourn  in  this  county. 


[NDREW  MOORE,  farmer,  section 
l  30,  Big  Creek  Township,  was  born 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  Michigan, 
j-SjF  September  23,  1833,  a  son  of  Charles 
It  and  Harriet  (Young)  Moore,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  re¬ 
spectively.  His  parents  now  live  in  Mich- 
50 


igan,  his  father  aged  eighty-seven  and  his 
mother  eighty-four  years.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  has  always  devoted  his  attention 
to  that  industry,  at  which  he  has  met  with 
success,  owing  to  his  industry  and  close  at¬ 
tention  to  his  business.  His  fine  farm  of 

.  «!al  *■ 

200  acres  was  a  wild  uncultivated  tract 
when  he  bought  it,  but  is  now  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township,  and  is  valued 
at  $40  an  acre.  Mr.  Moore  has  been  twice 
married,  first  in  Michigan  in  1861,  to  Jane 
Edwards,  a’native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in 
1835.  She  died  in  1864  leaving  three  chil¬ 
dren — Samuel  W.,  Joseph  M.  and  Eva  C. 
In  1870  Mr.  Moore  married  Lavina  Vore, 
who  was  born  pn  Stephenson  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  1843.  They  have  four  children — 
Harriet,  Jessie  M.,  John  H.  and  Frederick 
G.  Mr.  Moore  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a 
staunch  Republican.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 


43^ — 00 — - 


EORGE  DEEMING,  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  Mount 
Vernon  Township,  owns  120 acres 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
27.  His  improvements  are  among 
the  best  in  the  township.  His  farm 
is  all  well  fenced;  his  residence  and  farm 
buildings  are  large  and  comfortable  and  in 
good  repair.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zen,  and  has  assisted  materially  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  his  town  and  county. 
Mr.  Deeming  was  born  in  Melton-Mow- 
bray,  Leicestershire,  England,  August  8, 
1836,  and  was  fourteen  years  old  when  his 
father  came  to  the  United  States.  He 
lived  in  Lockport,  Illinois,  till  1857,  when 
he  went  to  Nebraska  and  lived  a  few  miles 
from  Sioux  City  a  few  months.  In  1858 
he  came  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
worked  by  the  month  till  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  when,  August, 
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1 86 1,  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Iowa  Bat¬ 
tery.  They  went  into  camp  at  Dubuque, 
and  from  there  were  sent  to  Benton  Bar¬ 
racks.  St.  Louis.  Their  first  battle  was  at 
Sugar  Creek,  Arkansas.  Subsequently 
they  participated  in  the  battles  of  Pea 
Ridge  and  Helena.  At  the  battle  of  Pea 
Rid  ire  the  battery  lost  twenty-three  horses 
and  three  guns,  and  eighteen  men  were 
wounded  and  three  killed  lie  re-enlisted 


died  October  27,  1868,  and  the  father 
March  1,  1873.  Mr.  Noll  enlisted  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  Company  G,  Thir¬ 
ty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  in  what  was 
called  the  “  Gray  Beard  Regiment,”  and 
served  two  years,  when  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability,  the  result  of  an 
injury  received  by  a  fall  at  Rock  Island. 


in  1864  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war; 
was  mustered  out  October  24,  1869.  He 
then  returned  to  Black  Hawk  County,  and 
located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
which  he  had  bought  while  in  the  service. 
The  land  was  wholly  unimproved  and  it 
is  due  entirely  to  his  industry  and  energy 
that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Mount  Vernon  Township.  Mr. 
Deeming  was  married  April  4,  1864,  to 
Margaret  E.  Noll,  a  native  of  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  born  May  16,  1841,  the 
youngest  of  ten  children  of  Isaac  and  Jane 
(Snodgrass)  Noll.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deeming 
have  had  eight  children  five  of  whom  are 
living— Freeman,  born  October  27,  1872; 
Isabella  B.,  born  October  15,  1874;  Guido 
H.,  born  August  20,  1876;  Georgia  M., 
born  May  30,  1879;  Jesse,  born  July  21, 
1882;  Anna,  born  August  31,  1868,  died 
March  13,  1869,  and  two  died  in  early  in¬ 
fancy.  In  politics  Mr.  Deeming  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  In  religion  he  adheres  to  the 
faith  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He 
has  served  his  township  as  school  director 
and  road  commissioner,  and  in  all  the  du¬ 
ties  imposed  on  him  has  been  an  efficient 
and  reliable  public  servant.  Mrs.  Deeming  s 
father  was  born  in  Ohio,  August  2,1805, 
and  her  mother  in  Virginia  April  25,  1805. 
About  1 844  they  moved  to  Fulton  County, 
Illinois,  and  eight  years  later  to  Waverly, 
Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  they  lived 
eleven  years.  In  1863  they  moved  to 
Black  Hawk  County,  and  settled  in  East 
Waterloo  Township,  where  the  mother 
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f  WEN  FRANKLIN  MILLER,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  was  born  in  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  December  25,  1823, 
the  second  son  of  Otha  and  Ellen 
(Porter)  Miller.  His  parents  were 
both  born  and  reared  in  Maryland.  They 
were  early  settlers  of  Coshocton  County 
where  both  died  in  their  eighty-fifth  year. 
They  reared  twelve  children  to  maturity, 
and  at  the  time  of  their  death  had  over  sev- 

t 

enty  grandchildren  and  great-grandchil¬ 
dren.  Owen  F.  attended  the  schools  of  his 
neighborhood  three  months  during  the 
winter  terms,  and  during  the  summer 
months  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of 
the  farm,  remaining  at  home  till  twenty 
years  of  age  when  he  commenced  life  for 
himself.  May  29,  1844,  he  was  married  to 
Eliza  E.  Casteel,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Ruth  Casteel,  of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio. 
They  have  had  eleven  children  born  to 
them  of  whom  eight  are  still  living.  Mr. 
Miller  followed  farming  in  his  native  county 
till  the  fall  of  1855, when  he  removed  with  his 
family,  which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
five  children,  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa. 
Shortly  after  coming  here  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land, and  there  the 
family  lived  in  a  log  shanty  for  twelve  years 
when  it  was  burned  down.  He  then  erected 
a  good  house  which  was  carried  about  a 
mile  away  by  a  cyclone  about  July,  1873, 
the  family  narrowly  escaping  with  their 
lives.  After  buying  his  eighty  acres  here 
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Mr.  Miller  had  but  $5  left,  but  by  industry 
and  persevering  energy  he  has  met  with 
success.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purchase  till  he  now  owns  150  acres  of 
good  land  on  section  6,  East  Waterloo 
Township.  When  he  first  came  here  he 
had  no  neighbors,  and  for  several  years 
there  were  no  schools  in  his  neighborhood. 
He  endured  many  of  the  hardships  and  pri¬ 
vations  incident  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer,  and 


has  lived  to  see  the  country  around  him 
grow  into  thriving  towns  and  villages.  He 
is  now  in  his  sixty-second  year,  and  is  yet 
strong  and  hearty.  Mr.  Miller  has  now  a 
good  residence  and  out  buildings.  The 
soil  on  his  farm  is  of  sandy  loam,  and  is 
well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of 
grain.  In  politics  Mr.  Miller  has  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has 
served  many  years  as  road  supervisor. 
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ITHIN  one  brief  gener¬ 
ation  a  wild  waste 
of  unbroken  prai¬ 
rie  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  cul¬ 
tivated  region  of 
thrift  and  prosperity, 
by  the  untiring  zeal  and  energy 
of  an  enterprising  people.  The 
trails  of  hunters  and  trappers 
1  have  given  place  to  railroads  and 
thoroughfares  for  vehicles  of 
every  description;  the  cabins  and 
garden  patches  of  the  pioneers 
have  been  succeeded  by  comfort¬ 
able  houses  and  broad  fields  of  waving 
grain,  with  school-houses,  churches,  mills, 
postoffices  and  other  institutions  of  conven¬ 
ience  for  each  community.  Add  to  these 
the  prosperous  cities  of  Waterloo  and  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls  and  numerous  thriving  villages, 
with  extensive  business  and  manufacturing 
interests,  and  the  result  is  a  work  of  which 
all  concerned  may  well  be  proud. 

The  record  of  this  marvelous  change  is 
history,  and  the  most  important  that  can  be 
written.  For  fifty  years  the  people  of  Black 
Hawk  County  have  been  making  a  history 
that  for  thrilling  interest,  grand  practical 
results,  and  lessons  that  may  be  perused 
with  profit  by  citizens  of  other  regions,  will 
compare  favorably  with  the  narrative  of 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y-^y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  /y  ^  y  y  y  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


the  history  of  any  county  in  the  Northwest 
and,  considering  the  extent  of  territory  in 
volved,  it  is  as  worthy  of  the  pen  of  a  Ban¬ 
croft  as  even  the  story  of  our  glorious  Re¬ 
public.  While  our  venerable  ancestors  may 
have  said  and  believed 

“  No  pent  up  Utica  contracts  our  powers, 

For  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  ours,” 

they  were  nevertheless  for  a  long  time  con¬ 
tent  to  occupy  and  possess  a  very  small 
corner  of  it;  and  the  great  West  was  not 
opened  to  industry  and  civilization  until  a 
variety  of  causes  had  combined  to  form,  as 
it  were,  a  great  heart,  whose  animating 
principle  was  improvement,  whose  impulses 
annually  sent  westward  armies  of  noble  men 
and  women,  and  whose  pulse  is  now  felt 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
best  country  the  sun  ever  shone  upon — 
from  the  pineries  of  Maine  to  the  vineyards 
of  California,  and  from  the  sugar-canes  of 
Louisiana  to  the  wheat  fields  of  Minnesota. 
Long  may  this  heart  beat  and  push  forward 
its  arteries  and  veins  of  commerce. 

Not  more  from  choice  than  from  enforced 
necessity  did  the  old  pioneers  bid  farewell 
to  the  play-ground  of  their  childhood  and 
the  graves  of  their  fathers.  One  generation 
after  another  had  worn  themselves  out  in 
the  service  of  their  avaricious  landlords. 
From  the  first  flashes  of  daylight  in  the 
morning  till  the  last  glimmer  of  the  setting 
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sun,  they  had  toiled  unceasingly  on,  from 
father  to  son,  carrying  home  each  day  on 
t  heir  aching  shoulders  the  precious  proceeds 
of  their  daily  labor.  Money  and  pride  and 
power  were  handed  down  in  the  line  of  suc¬ 
cession  from  the  rich  father  to  his  son, 
while  unceasing  work  and  continuous  pov¬ 
erty  and  everlasting  obscurity  were  the 


heritage  of  the  workingman  and  his  chil¬ 


dren. 


Their  society  was  graded  and  degraded. 
It  was  not  manners,  nor  industry,  nor  edu¬ 
cation,  nor  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart 
that  established  the  grade.  It  was  money 
and  jewels,  and  silk  and  satin,  and  broad¬ 
cloth  and  imperious  pride  that  triumphed 
over  honest  poverty  and  trampled  the  poor 
man  and  his  children  under  the  iron  heel. 
The  children  of  the  rich  and  poor  were  not 
permitted  to  mingle  with  and  to  love  each 
other.  Courtship  was  more  the  work  of  the 
parents  than  of  the  sons  and  daughters. 
The  golden  calf  was  the  key  to  matrimony. 
To  perpetuate  a  self-constituted  aristocracy, 
without  power  of  brain,  or  the  rich  blood 
of  royalty,  purse  was  united  to  purse,  and 
cousin  with  cousin,  in  bonds  of  matrimony, 
until  the  virus  boiling  in  their  blood  was 
transmitted  by  the  law  of  inheritance  from 
one  generation  to  another,  and  until  nerves 
powerless  and  manhood  dwarfed  were  on 
exhibition  every  where,"  and  everywhere  ab¬ 
horred.  For  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
poor  man  to  remain  there  was  to  forever 
follow  as  our  fathers  had  followed,  and 
never  to  lead  ;  to  submit,  but  never  to  rule; 
to  obey,  but  never  to  command. 

Without  money,  or  prestige,  or  influen¬ 
tial  friends,  the  old  pioneers  drifted  along 
one  by  one,  from  State  to  State,  until  in 
Iowa — the  garden  of  the  Union — they  have 
found  inviting  homes  for  each,  and  room 
for  all.  To  secure  and  adorn  these  homes 
more  than  ordinary  ambition  was  required, 
greater  than  ordinary  endurance  demanded, 
and  unflinching  determination  was,  by  the 


force  of  necessity,  written  over  every  brow. 
It  was  not  pomp,  or  parade,  or  glittering 
show  that  the  pioneers  were  after.  They 
sought  for  homes  which  they  could  call 
their  own,  homes  for  themselves  and  homes 
for  their  children.  How  well  they  have 
succeeded  after  a  struggle  of  many  years 
against  the  adverse  tides  let  the  records  and 
tax-gatherers  testify;  let  the  broad  culti¬ 
vated  tields  and  fruit-bearing  orchards,  the 
Hocks  and  the  herds,  the  palatial  residences, 
the  places  of  business,  the  spacious  halls, 
the  clattering  car-wheels  and  ponderous 
engines  all  testify. 

There  was  a  time  when  pioneers  waded 
through  deep  snows, across  bridgeless  rivers, 
and  through  bottomless  sloughs,  a  score  ot 
miles  to  mill  or  market,  and  when  more 
time  was  required  to  reach  and  return  from 
market  than  is  now  required  to  cross  the 
continent,  or  traverse  the  Atlantic.  These 
were  the  times  when  our  palaces  were  con¬ 


structed  of  logs  and  covered  with  “  shakes  ” 


riven  from  the  forest  trees.  These  were 
the  times  when  our  children  were  stowed 
away  for  the  night  in  the  low,  dark  attics, 
among  the  horns  of  the  elk  and  the  deer, 
and  where  through  the  chinks  in  the 
“shakes”  they  could  count  the  twinkling 
stars.  These  were  the  times  when  our 
chairs  and  our  bedsteads  were  hewn  from 
the  forest  trees,  and  tables  and  bureaus 
constructed  from  the  boxes  in  which  their 
goods  were  brought.  These  were  the  times 
when  the  workingman  labored  six  and  some¬ 
times  seven  days  in  the  week,  and  all  the 
hours  there  were  in  a  day  from  sunrise  to 
sunset. 

Whether  all  succeed  in  what  they  under¬ 
took  is  not  a  question  to  be  asked  now. 
The  proof  that  as  a  body  they  did  succeed  is 
all  around  us.  Many  individuals  were  per¬ 
haps  disappointed.  Fortunes  and  misfort¬ 
unes  belong  to  the  human  race.  Not  every 
man  can  have  a  school-house  on  the  corner 
of  his  farm ;  not  every  man  can  have  a 
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bridge  over  a  stream  that  flows  by  his 
||  dwelling;  not  every  man  can  have  a  rail¬ 
road  depot  on  the  borders  of  his  plantation, 
or  a  city  in  its  center ;  and  while  these 
things  are  desirable  in  some  respects,  their 
advantages  are  often  times  outweighed  by 
the  almost  perpetual  presence  of  the  foreign 
beggar,  the  dreaded  tramp,  the  fear  of  fire 
and  conflagration,  and  the  insecurity  from 
the  presence  of  the  midnight  burglar,  and 
the  bold,  bad  men  and  women  who  lurk  in 
ambush  and  infest  the  villages.  The  good 
things  of  this  earth  are  not  all  to  be  found 
in  any  one  place  ;  but  if  more  is  to  be  found 
in  one  than  another,  that  place  is  in  our 
rural  retreats,  our  quiet  homes  outside  of 

*  * 

the  clamor  and  turmoil  of  city  life. 

In  viewing  the  blessings  which  surround 
us,  then,  we  should  reverence  those  who 
||  have  made  them  possible,  and  ever  fondly 
cherish  in  memory  the  sturdy  old  pioneer 
||  and  his  log  cabin. 

Let  us  turn  our  eyes  and  thoughts  back 
to  the  log-cabin  days  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent¬ 
ury  ago,  and  contrast  those  homes  with 
comfortable  dwellings  of  to-day.  Before 
us  stands  the  old  log-cabin.  Let  us  enter. 
Instinctively  the  head  is  uncovered  in  token 
of  reverence  to  this  relic  of  ancestral  be- 
ginnings,  early  struggles  and  final  triumphs. 
To  the  left  is  the  deep,  wide  fire-place,  in 
whose  commodious  space  a  group  of  chil- 
dren  may  sit  by  the  fire,  and  up  through  the 
chimney  may  count  the  stars,  while  ghostly 
||  stories  of  witches  and  giants,  and  still  more 
thrilling  stories  of  Indians  and  wild  beasts, 
are  whisperingly  told  and  shudderingly 
heard.  On  the  great  crane  hangs  the  old 
tea-kettle  and  the  great  iron  pot.  The  huge 
shovel  and  tongs  stand  sentinel  in  either 
corner,  while  the  great  andirons  patiently 
wait  for  the  huge  back-log.  Over  the  fire¬ 
place  hangs  the  trusty  rifle.  To  the  right 
of  the  fire-place  stands  the  spinning  wheel, 
while  in  the  farther  end  of  the  room  is  seen 
the  old-fashioned  loom.  Strings  of  drying 

’’a’1  O  J  c5 


apples  and  poles  of  drying  pumpkins  are 
overhead.  Opposite  the  door  in  which  you 
enter  stands  a  huge  deal  table  ;  by  its  side 
the  dresser  whose  pewter  plates  and  “shin¬ 
ing  delf”  catch  and  reflect  the  fire-place 
flames  as  shields  of  armies  do  the  sunshine. 
From  the  corner  of  its  shelves  coyly  peep 
out  the  relics  of  former  china.  In  a  curtained 
corner  and  hid  from  casual  sight  we  find 
the  mother’s  bed,  and  under  it  the  trundle- 
bed/while  near  them  a  ladder  indicates  the 
loft  where  the  older  children  sleep.  To  the 
left  of  the  fire-place  and  in  the  corner  op¬ 
posite  the  spinning  wheel  is  the  mother’s 
work- stand.  Upon  it  lies  the  Bible,  evident¬ 
ly  much  used,  its  family  record  telling  ol 
parents  and  friends  a  long  way  off,  and  tell¬ 
ing,  too,  of  children 

“Scattered  like  roses  in  bloom, 

Some  at  the  bridal,  some  at  the  tomb.” 

Her  spectacles,  as  if  but  just  used,  are  in¬ 
serted  between  the  leaves  of  her  Bible,  and 
tell  of  her  purpose  to  return  to  its  comforts 
when  cares  permit  and  duty  is  done.  A 
stool,  a  bench,  well  notched  and  whittled 
and  carved,  and  a  few  chairs,  complete  the 
furniture  of  the  room,  and  all  stand  on  a 
coarse  but  well-scoured  floor. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  watch  the  city  visit¬ 
ors  to  this  humble  cabin.  The  city  bride, 
innocent  but  thoughtless,  and  ignorant  of 
labor  and  care,  asks  her  city-bred  husband, 
“Pray,  what  savages  set  this  up?  ”  Honestly 
confessing  his  ignorance,  he  replies,  “I  do 
not  know.”  But  see  the  pair  upon  whom 
age  sits  “frosty,  but  kindly.”  First,  as  they 
enter,  they  give  a  rapid  glance  about  the 
cabin  home,  and  then  a  mutual  glance  of 
eye  to  eye.  Why  do  tears  start  and  fill 
their  eyes?  Why  do  lips  quiver ?  There 
are  many  who  know  why;  but  who  that 
has  not  learned  in  the  school  of  experience 
the  full  meaning  of  all  these  symbols  of 
trials  and  privations,  of  loneliness  and  dan¬ 
ger,  can  comprehend  the  story  that  they 
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tell  to  the  pioneer?  Within  this  chinked 
and  mud-daubed  cabin  we  read  the  first 
pages  of  our  history,  and  as  we  retire 
through  its  low  doorway,  and  note  the 
heavy  battened  door,  its  wooden  hinges 
and  its  welcoming  latch-string,  is  it  strange 


that  the  scenes  without  should  seem  to  be 
but  a  dream?  But  the  cabin  and  the  palace, 
standing  side  by  side  in  vivid  contrast,  tell 
their  own  story  of  this  people’s  progress. 
They  are  a  history  and  a  prophecy  in 
one. 
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HE  Indian  title  to  the 
territory  in  Iowa 
west  of  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase  and 
south  of  the  neutral 
ground  at  Winne¬ 
bago  Reserve  was 
not  extinguished  until  1837, 
and  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Red  Cedar,  a  portion 
of  which  is  now  embraced 
in  the  limits  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  was  the  favorite 
hunting-ground  of  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes.  Nor  did  they 
relinquish  it  entirely  when 
they  ceded  “  the  beautiful 
land”  to  the  United  States.  For  years 
wandering  bands  roved  through  this  region, 
and  were  occasionally  very  troublesome  to 
the  few  white  settlers  who  ventured  to 
establish  homes  in  the  smiling  wilder¬ 
ness. 

The  first  “pale-face”  to  enter  the  do¬ 
main  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in  that  portion 
of  the  valley  of  the  Cedar  now  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
was  G.  Paul  Somaneux,  a  Frenchman,  who 
located  at  the  falls  of  the  Cedar  in  the 
spring  or  early  summer  of  1837,  and  com¬ 
menced  trafficking  with  the  natives.  For 
some  reason,  probably  not  caring  to  spend 


the  winter  alone,  surrounded  by  no  gentler 
neighbors  than  Indians,  he  left  his  en¬ 
campment  in  the  autumn  of  that  same  year. 
Although  his  first  stay  was  so  brief,  Soma¬ 
neux  must  probably  be  considered  the  pio¬ 
neer  settler  of  Black  Hawk  County,  for  he 
returned  ten  years  after  his  first  visit,  or 
stay,  and  in  the  winter  of  i847-*48,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  A.  J.  Taylor,  trapped  above 
Sturgis  Falls.  During  the  following  sum¬ 
mer  of  1848  Somaneux  worked  for  Over¬ 
man  &  Company.  In  the  autumn  of  that 
year  he  trapped  along  the  Shell  Rock,  and 
early  in  the  winter  of  i848-’49  made  a 
claim  and  built  a  cabin  where  the  village 
of  Cedar  City  now  stands.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  a  very  devout  Catholic,  hav¬ 
ing  been  reared  by  a  Catholic  priest  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  and  very  rarely  uttered 
a  profane  word.  He  died  at  his  cabin  in  the 
autumn  of  1850,  and  was  buried  on  the 
bank  of  a  slough  near  by.  Leaving  no 
known  heirs,  his  estate  was  administered 
by  John  T.  Barrick. 

Somaneux  was  not  the  only  white  man 
who  came  to  the  Cedar  Valley  in  1837.  Rob¬ 
ert  Stuart,  an  elderly  man,  said  to  have 
been  a  surveyor,  spent  the  summer  of  1837 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls,  engaged  in 
trading  with  the  Indians.  Stuart’s  testi¬ 
mony  remains,  that  the  summer  of  1837 
was  extremely  wet.  The  river,  according 
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to  his  statement,  rose  to  higher  water  than 
it  has  ever  reached  since  that  time. 

In  1855  Stuart  was  at  Cedar  Falls;  while 
there  an  evangelist  visited  the  place  and 
held  meetings  in  the  school-house  every 
eveniner  during  the  week,  and  announced 
three  discourses  on  the  Sabbath.  He  drew 
large  audiences,  and  it  was  understood  that 
a  collection  was  to  be  taken  up  in  his  be¬ 
half  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The  house 
was  crowded  as  usual;  Bob  Stuart,  the 
pioneer  of  1837,  was  among  the  audience; 
the  sermon  was  long  and  Stuart  got  tired. 
He  was  near  the  door  and  determined  to 
leave;  he  rose  to  his  feet  and  deliberately 
marched  up  the  aisle  toward  the  preacher. 
Every  eye  was  upon  him,  for  he  was  over 
six  feet  high,  gaunt,  stoop-shouldered,  griz- 
zlv,  and  dressed  as  a  frontiersman;  he  halted 
at  the  desk,  thrust  his  bony  hand  deep  into 
his  trousers,  fished  up  a  ten-cent  piece, 
which  he  turned  over  on  the  open  Bible 
with  a  muscular  slap,  and  exclaimed, 
“  Here’s  my  sheer,”  turned  on  his  heel  and 
passed  out  of  the  door,  leaving  both 
preacher  and  congregation  paralyzed  with 
astonishment. 

A  man  named  Osborn,  who  afterward  set¬ 
tled  in  the  southern  part  of  Cedar  County, 
hunted  at  the  forks  of  the  Cedar  prior  to 
1845,  but  in  what  year  is  not  now  known. 

From  1837  to  1844,  a  period  of  seven 
years,  there  are  no  traces  of  white  occu¬ 
pation  of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  county.  It  does  not  seem  probable, 
however,  that  this  beautiful  valley  could 
have  been  so  long  overlooked  by  the  rov- 
ino-  frontier  traders  and  trappers  known  to 
have  had  their  tramping-grounds  in  this 
region.  Although  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  had 
ceded  this  region  to  the  United  States  in 
1837,  so  that  south  of  the  neutral  line  it  was 
open  to  white  occupation,  they  had  not 
left  their  old  hunting-grounds.  The  south 
line  of  the  neutral  ground,  starting  from  a 
point  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Des  Moines 


River,  thirty-seven  miles  seventy  and  one- 
half  chains  below  the  second  or  upper  fork 
of  the  same,  and  running  a  course  north, 
seventy  degrees  fifteen  minutes  east,  passed 
very  near  the  forks  of  the  Cedar,  and  very 
near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county  of 
Black  Hawk,  as  subsequently  laid  out. 

This  line  was  surveyed  by  James  Craig, 
under  instructions  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs,  April  9,  1833.  North  of 
this  line,  from  1833  to  1848,  the  Winnebago 
Indians  had  their  reserve,  a  strip  forty  miles 
wide,  from  the  Des  Moines  River  to  the 
Mississippi.  Along  this  line  Indian  traders 
and  an  occasional  settler  located.  In  1840 
Franklin  Wilcox,  with  his  family  and  his 
brother  Nathaniel,  settled  just  south  of  the 
line  surveyed  by  Craig,  in  Fayette  County; 
and  a  few  miles  east  on  the  Volga,  in  1841,, 
George  Culver  built  a  log  trading-post  that 
is  still  standing. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  and  with  the 
knowledge  that  white  men  lived  on  the 
bank  of  the  Cedar  in  1837,  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  from  that  date  to  1844  this 
lovely  valley  was  untrodden  by  any  save 
Indian  feet.  It  seems  almost  certain  that 
other  traders  lived  in  succeeding  summers 
where  Somaneux  and  Stuart  tarried  in 
1837;  but  there  are  no  evidences  remaining 
to  verify  this  belief. 

In  the  spring  of  1844,  however,  William 
Chambers,  a  genuine  specimen  of  the  West¬ 
ern  frontiersman,  from  Louisa  County,  es¬ 
tablished  himself  at  the  falls  of  the  Cedar, 
built  a  cabin  and  engaged  in  trading  with 
the  Indians.  The  cabin  which  he  occu¬ 
pied  (whether  he  or  some  previous  trader 
built  it,  is  not  so  clear)  stood  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Cedar,  at  the  head  of  the  falls. 
The  south  end  of  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific 
Railroad  bridge  at  Cedar  Falls  is  very  near 
the  spot  where  Chambers  lived  “  monarch 
of  all  he  surveyed,”  in  the  summer  of  1844. 
It  is  not  known  whether  Chambers  made 
any  “  claim,”  as  understood  by  Western  pio- 
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neers.  If  he  did,  he  abandoned  it  in  the 
autumn,  when  he  is  said  to  have  returned 
to  his  home  in  Louisa  County,  and  never 
returned  to  make  any  permanent  settle¬ 
ment. 

The  next  visitors  at  this  point  were 
destined  to  make  a  more  permanent  loca¬ 
tion.  In  March,  1845,  William  Sturgis, 
a  farmer  from  Michigan,  and  his  wife, 
and  Erasmus  D.  Adams,  a  cabinet-maker 
from  Ohio,  then  living  in  Johnson  County, 
made  a  trip  up  the  valley  of  the  Red  Cedar, 
in  search  of  homes  aud  a  desirable  water¬ 
power.  Arrived  at  the  point  where  Cham¬ 
bers  had  lived  the  previous  year,  they  were 
charmed  by  the  romantic  beauty  of  the  spot, 
and,  with  an  eye  to  business,  appreciating 
its  adaptability  for  a  town  site  in  the  future, 
they  determined  to  remain  and  make  claims. 
Mr.  Sturgis  claimed  the  north  part  of  the 
present  town  of  Cedar  Falls,  including  the 
mill  site,  and  Adams  selected  his  claim  far¬ 
ther  south,  near  what  is  now  called  Dry 
Run. 

Sturgis  built  a  double  log  cabin  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  broke  five  acres  of 
prairie.  Adams  built  a  cabin  on  his  claim, 
about  two  miles  from  Mr.  Hanna’s,  and  also 
broke  about  five  acres.  This  breaking  by 
Sturgis  and  Adams  was  the  first  breaking 
done  in  Black  Hawk  County.  Adams  soon 
returned  to  Iowa  City.  Sturgis  had  some 
hands,  and  commenced  getting  out  timber 
for  a  mill,  but  his  family  got  sick,  and  he 
and  his  family  went  back  to  Iowa  City  again, 
leaving  a  German  to  work  his  claim,  and  not 
intending  to  return  until  other  settlers  came 
in.  The  man  he  left  had  a  claim  on  Miller’s 
Creek,  and  the  creek  took  its  name  from 
him.  To  Mrs.  Sturgis  must  be  accorded 
the  credit  of  being  the  pioneer  white  woman 
of  Black  Hawk  County.  In  the  fall  Stur¬ 
gis  and  his  wife,  and  Adams  and  his  wife 
and  his  little  boy  John,  came  back  and  oc¬ 
cupied  the  cabins  they  had  built  in  the 
spring  previous.  The  Chambers  cabin  was 


Soi 

yet  standing  as  he  had  left  it,  but  soon  after 
Sturgis  and  Adams  moved  to  their  claims 
in  the  autumn,  it  singularly  enough  tumbled 
into  the  river.  By  what  mysterious  agency 
this  result  was  produced  is  not  known,  but 
it  is  said  that  Sturgis  had  a  theory  upon 
which  the  phenomenon  was  to  be  explained. 

When  the  mill  was  built  and  the  town  of 
Cedar  Falls  was  laid  out,  Sturgis’s  cabin 
proved  to  be  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
race,  at  the  foot  of  Washington  street 
where  it  remained  until  a  few  years  ago  it 
was  removed  to  give  place  to  a  more  per¬ 
manent  and  graceful  building. 

In  May  or  June,  1845,  John  Hamilton  and 
his  sons,  also  from  Johnson  County,  arrived 
and  made  claims  near  Sturgis  and  Adams. 
They  brought  a  team  and  breaking-plow 
with  them,  and  broke  some  prairie.  The 
Hamiltons  did  not  remain  long.  Becoming 
dissatisfied,  they  abandoned  their  claims, 
returned  to  Johnson  County,  and  left  Stur¬ 
gis  and  Adams  the  only  white  men  in  the 
county,  whose  nearest  white  neighbors 
were  at  Quasqueton,  Buchanan  County, 
and  Fremont  (Vinton),  Benton  County. 

They,  too,  had  gone  when,  on  the  18th 
day  of  July,  1845,  George  W.  Hanna,  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  and  his  wife’s 
brother,  John  Melrose,  arrived  and  located 
on  section  20,  town  89,  range  13,  about  half 
way  between  Sturgis’  Falls  and  Prairie  Rap¬ 
ids.  If  Mrs.  Sturgis  is  fairly  entitled  to 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  white  woman 
in  the  county  Mrs.  Hanna  has  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  to  permanently  settle 
here. 

In  the  fall,  about  the  time  Sturgis  and 
Adams  moved  in,  William  Virden  and  his 
family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  little 
daughter,  settled  about  half  a  mile  south¬ 
east  of  Hanna’s  cabin.  The  four  families 
of.  Hanna,  Sturgis,  Adams  and  Virden, 
numbering  thirteen  souls,  comprised  the 
entire  permanent  population  of  Black  Hawk 
County  in  the  winter  of  i845~’6.  Mr. 


//  /STOUT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


5°2 


Sturgis  made  some  progress  with  his  dam 
across  the  Cedar  at  the  head  of  the  falls 
during  the  fall,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  hands,  the  work  progressed 
very  slowly. 

Captain  Boone  of  Missouri,  visited  Iowa 
in  the  summer  of  1836,  and  in  the  fall  of 

♦  ♦ 

that  year  gave  Tames  Newell,  then  living  in 
the  vicinity  of  Muscatine,  a  glowing  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  region  about  the  three  forks  of 
the  Cedar,  through  which  he  had  passed 
some  years  before  in  command  of  a  squad 
of  eleven  soldiers,  marching  from  Council 
Bluffs  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  So  much  pleased 
had  Boone  been  with  the  beauty  of  the  sur- 
roundings,  that  he  halted  his  party  there  for 
four  days,  and  spent  the  time  in  hunting  and 
ii  fishing. 

In  the  spring  of  1845  James  Newell  and 
Harris  Wilson  started  out  from  the  vi- 
cinitv  of  Muscatine  to  visit  the  country 
along  the  upper  part  of  Cedar  River.  At 
Marion  they  were  informed  that  the  last 

settler  northward  lived  seventeen  miles 

w 

out,  and  that  after  they  passed  that  lonely 
cabin  they  must  keep  a  sharp  look-out,  for 
the  fall  before  the  Indians  had  robbed  two 
brothers  named  Ward  who  had  been  trap¬ 
ping  along  the  Cedar.  The  two  explorers 
met  James  Chambers  as  they  proceeded 
northwestward,  who  told  them  it  was  a  fine 
country  along  the  Cedar;  but  that  no  white 
man  could  live  there  in  safety,  because  it 
was  neutral  ground  for  the  Sacs,  Foxes, 
Winnebagoes  and  Sioux.  The  first  night  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  the  two  men  camped 
near  where  Gilbertville  was  afterward  laid 

®  * 

out.  Near  where  Waterloo  now  stands, 
they  crossed  ar.  Indian  trail  leading  from 
Fort  Atkinson  to  Indiantown,  on  the  Iowa 

River,  which  crossed  the  Cedar  at  the  Rap- 

_ 

ids  above.  The  men  left  the  ford  to  the 
left,  and  came  to  the  Cedar  again  near 

yy  7 

where  Janesville  now  stands,  where  they 
crossed  and  explored  the  country  between 
the  Cedar  and  the  Shellrock.  While  camp- 

...... 

vv 


ingin  the  vicinity,  a  heavy  rain  occurred. 
They  forded  the  Shellrock  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  in  crossing  the  Cedar  the  water 
filled  their  wagon-box.  Wilson  was  hardly 
satisfied  with  the  forks  of  the  Cedar,  but 
Newell  had  made  up  his  mind  to  settle  there. 
Returning,  Wilson  was  better  pleased  with 
the  land  north  of  the  Rapids,  where  Stur¬ 
gis  had  just  made  his  claim,  but  objected  to 
the  whole  country  as  being  too  far  from 
Muscatine. 

The  two  travelers  decided  they  must 
visit  Sturgis,  and  on  the  way  Newell  picked 
up  a  piece  of  coal,  which  Wilson  suggested 
had  been  carried  thither  by  ice.  Arriving 
opposite  Sturgis’  Rapids,  they  found  a 
small  canoe  at  the  eddy  below,  into  which 
they  got,  Newell  rowing.  When  they 
reached  the  main  current,  Wilson  became 
frightened  and  stretched  himself  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  whimpering,  praying 
and  begging  Newell  to  set  him  on  shore. 
When  they  reached  the  south  bank,  Wilson 
sprang  out  and  remarked  that  he’d  “  be 
d — d  if  Newell  would  get  him  in  that  boat 
again.”  They  did  not  find  Sturgis,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  return  to  camp.  That 
evening  Wilson  visited  the  bank  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  bottom,  and  found  flood-wood  about 
seven  feet  higher  than  their  camping 
ground,  which  convinced  him  that  he  did 
not  want  to  settle  there. 

The  following  fall  Newell  returned  to  the 
forks  of  the  Cedar,  called  “  Turkey  Foot 
Forks  ”  by  the  Indians,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  Robert,  Walter  Fillman  and  Joseph 
Brown,  but  was  much  incommoded  on  the 
way  by  an  attack  of  ague.  His  compan¬ 
ions  built  him  a  cabin,  and,  not  fancying  the 
region,  they  soon  returned  down  the  river, 
Newell  going  back  with  them,  fully  de¬ 
termined  to  return  to  his  claim  as  soon  as 
possible. 

In  January,  1846,  James  Newell  and  Hugh 
Rawdon  started  up  the  Cedar,  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  cutting  cedar  logs  and  rafting 
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them  down.  They  engaged  Charles  H ink- 
ley,  of  Benton  County,  to  go  with  them  as 
guide.  They  found  the  Dickersons  cutting 
ogs  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek.  The 
Dickersons  informed  them  that  “  Cedar” 
Johnson  had  begun  cutting  eight  miles 
above  Big  Creek  in  1844. 

They  found  Johnson’s  cabin  and  moved 
in  without  ceremony,  sending  Rawdon 
back  for  grain  for  the  teams.  Johnson  heard 
that  his  cabin  was  occupied,  and  sent  word 
up  the  river  for  the  party  to  vacate,  or  to 
“prepare  their  wooden  jackets,”  for  he  in¬ 
tended  to  shoot  them  at  sight.  But  the  lit¬ 
tle  party  kept  at  work  till  they  had  cut  and 
hauled  logs  enough  for  a  raft  eighty-four 
yards  long.  About  this  time  they  were 
visited  by  John  Sturgis,  who  stayed  one 
night  with  them.  When  Newell  was  about 
ready  to  start,  Johnson  came  up  in  a  wagon, 
with  two  hands.  His  desire  for  human 
blood  was  not  so  great  as  when  he  was  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  Johnson  went  into  the 
grove,  saw  that  it  was  badly  slashed,  and 
returned  to  the  cabin,  where,  after  being 
invited  in  by  Newell,  he  expostulated  mildly 
about  Newell’s  occupying  his  cabin,  and 
gave  Newell  to  understand  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  sue  him  for  the  value  of  the  logs. 
Newell  remarks  concerning  this,  “that  it 
would  be  a  d — d  pretty  case — two  thieves 
going  to  law  about  property  they  were 
stealing  from  the  Government.” 

The  latter  part  of  March  came,  and  the 
water  being  too  low  for  rafting,  Newell 
started  for  home  in  a  canoe  down  the  Cedar, 
sold  his  place  and  made  his  preparations 
to  move  to  Black  Hawk  County.  He 
reached  his  cabin  May  19,  1846.  He  men¬ 
tions  that  his  wagon  broke  down  at  Poyner 
Creek,  and  that  Clark  and  Giles,  of  Quas- 
queton,  passed  by  without  offering  to  help 
him.  He  had  sold  his  share  of  the  raft, 
and  was  enabled  to  go  to  farming  in  earnest 
as  soon  as  he  reached  his  claim.  In  spite 
of  the  crows,  he  raised  500  bushels  of  corn, 


one  hundred  of  which  he  sold  to  the  In¬ 
dians  at  a  dollar  a  bushel. 

Wolves  were  very  numerous  around 
Newell’s  cabin  in  the  fall  of  1846,  killing 
off  all  his  chickens  but  one  rooster,  whose 
gills  turned  white  with  fear.  To  save  his 
life,  they  had  to  take  him  in  the  cabin  at 
night. 

June  1,  1846,  James  Virden  came  to  visit 
his  brother  William  and  see  the  country, 
and  was  so  well  pleased  that  he  made  a 
claim  and  broke  some  prairie  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Cedar,  at  Prairie  Rapids,  on 
section  23,  township  89,  range  13,  just  above 
the  original  town  plat  of  Waterloo,  but  he 
did  not  build  a  cabin  until  the  fall  of  the 
next  year.  June  24  Charles  Mullan  and 
family,  wife  and  two  children  (Mrs.  Mullan 
was  a  sister  of  James  and  William  Virden), 
located  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  op¬ 
posite  Prairie  Rapids,  and  built  a  log  cabin 
on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  26, 
township  89,  range  13.  The  first  actual  set¬ 
tler  near  the  future  city,  Andrew  Jackson 
Taylor,  and  his  family,  settled  at  Sturgis’ 
Falls  about  the  same  time.  E.  G.  Young 
settled  at  Turkey  Foot  Forks,  near  New¬ 
ell’s,  in  the  fall  of  1846,  and  two  Williams 
families  settled  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Sturgis 
continued  work  on  his  dam  during  this 
year,  but  did  not  succeed  in  completing  it. 

The  first  school  on  the  territory  of  the 
future  county  of  Black  Hawk  was  taught 
at  Sturgis’  Falls,  during  the  summer  of 
1846,  by  Mrs.  A.  J.  Taylor,  with  six  schol¬ 
ars,  who  doubtless  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  knowledge  under  Mrs.  Taylor’s  tuition 
just  as  readily  and  thoroughly  as  the 
pupils  of  a  generation  later  with  the  in¬ 
finitely  better  advantages  have  done. 

It  is  said  that  when  the  winter  of  1846-’/ 
set  in,  there  were  ten  white  families  in  the 
entire  area  of  Black  Hawk  County. 

There  was  an  election  held  at  Cedar 
Falls  in  August,  1847,  at  which  time  town¬ 
ship  officers  were  elected,  and  votes  cast 


'♦'W 

vv 

vv 

wv 

vk 

1^1  &4 

*;♦: 

vv 

1^41^4 

^Al^A 

vv 

VV 

vk 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

«« 

tH^At^A 

vv 

mm 

vv 

vv 

'44 

vv 

I^A^A 

vv 

mm 

ww 

vv 

mm 

vv 

i^i  1^1 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mim 

vv 

VK 

vv 

vv 

w 

vv 

^A^A 

vv 

mm 

v» 

mm 

»» 

mm 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

vk 

vv 

”1  m 

r*' 

^41^4 

vk 

mm 

vv 

mm 

^A*Wa 

*&a^a 

XV 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

VV 

1^1  ^1 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vy 

^4 1^4 

vv 

^y^4 

vv 

^4^4 

yy 

1^1  ^4 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

^41^1 

yy 

<^4  C^4 

yk 

yy 

mm 

yk 

4^11^4 

vv 

mm 

VV 

vv 

VV 

mm 

w 

mm 

^4^4 

VV 

mm 


44»*--«4W44V4V4  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦'  ♦  ♦'  ♦  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  4  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  ♦'  4  4  4  4  4  4 

▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  , :  i :  . ;  .  J  *  J  'A*  «a»  -a*  'a*  *a*  'A’  'A'  'A*  'A’  'A*  'a1  'A'  *a’  'a"  'a?  'a’  'a1  'a'  'a’  'A'  'A*  rA’  'a’  V  fA’  V  V  V  'A"  'A”  V  'a' 

♦  #  4  *♦«♦*♦♦♦♦♦♦♦«>♦♦♦<♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  ♦  +  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  4  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦«►♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  ♦  .♦  ♦  ♦  .♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  .♦  .♦  ♦  > 


W.M 

44 
»:« 
44 
w« 
44 
4i4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
♦  ♦ 
44 

4* 

44 

& 

44 

5:5 

is 


5<H 


II  IS  TORT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


4:4 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44! 
44 
44 
4* 
44 
44 

w 
55 

*44 
44 
44 
44 

44 

.... 

44 

44 

.... 

»▼<  iTj 
.... 

44 

44 

»»i  »▼< 
.... 

44 
44 
44 
44 
4  4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
4:4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

4:4 

44 
44 

44 

kTi 

44 
44 

44 

kT< 

44 
44 

kTi 

44 
44 
44 
44 

in  >n 

w 


for  officers  of  Buchanan  County,  to  which 
Black  Hawk  was  then  attached  for  reve¬ 
nue  and  judicial  purposes.  The  judges  of 
that  election  were  George  W.  Hanna,  E. 
I).  Adams  and  John  Melrose,  while  Win. 
Sturgis  and  a  man  from  Butler  County 
whose  name  has  been  forgotten  acted  as 
clerks. 

In  February,  1847,  the  Overmans  and 
John  T.  Barrick  came  to  Sturgis  Falls. 
Stunds  was  trying  to  build  a  dam  and  mill, 
but  his  resources  were  very  limited,  and  he 
finally  concluded  to  sell,  and  during  the 
next  fall  did  sell  to  John  W.  Overman,  D. 
C.  Overman  and  Barrick,  his  claim  of  280 
acres  of  land,  including  the  mill  site  and 
improvements,  for  §2,200,  Barrick  borrow- 
ing  $500  of  James  Newell  to  make  part 
payment  for  his  share  of  the  purchase.  The 
new  firm  pushed  the  work  with  such  ener¬ 
gy  that  early  in  1848  they  had  the  saw-mill — 
the  first  in  the  county — in  operation,  and 
in  1850,  in  a  shed  addition  to  the  saw-mill, 
the  company  put  in  one  run  of  stones  cut 
from  a  granite  bowlder  in  the  vicinity.  This 
was  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  county,  and 
was  of  great  service  to  the  settlers  who  pat¬ 
ronized  it  for  a  hundred  miles  north  and 
west. 

About  1847,  Moses  Bates,  from  Western 
Indiana,  located  on  the  bank  of  Spring 
Creek.  Bates  appears  to  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  gang  of  prairie  bandits,  and 
was  a  “hard  case.”  On  one  occasion  he 
went  to  the  cabin  of  Henry  Gray,  who  had 
settled  near  him.  Abruptly  entering  his 
neighbor’s  house,  he  roughly  inquired  of 
Gray  if  he  knew  who  his  visitor  was.  Gray 
said  he  had  that  honor,  whereupon  Bates, 
who  was  armed  with  a  rifle,  tomahawk, 
three  revolvers  and  a  bowie-knife,  informed 
his  quiet  neighbor  that  he  might  have  just 
three  days  to  pack  up  his  “  traps  ”  and  leave 
the  county.  Gray,  however,  did  not  belong 
to  a  timid  family ;  he  didn’t  “  scare  ”  worth  a 
cent.  His  trusty  rifle  was  hanging  just  over 


his  head.  lie  coolly  took  it  down,  “drew 
a  bead  ”  on  his  surly  neighbor  and  exclaimed, 

“  I) - n  you,  Bates,  I  ’ll  give  you  just  three 

minutes  to  get  out  from  here.  Git!  ”  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  before  the  three  min¬ 
utes  had  expired  Bates  had  placed  himself 
at  a  safe  distance  from  Gray’s  rifle. 

On  another  occasion  a  German  from  Al¬ 
lamakee  County,  in  search  of  some  horses 
that  had  been  stolen,  found  them  in  Bates’ 
possession.  There  were  other  evidences  of 
Bates’  propensity  to  appropriate  to  his  own 
use  the  property  of  others,  without  render¬ 
ing  compensation,  and  about  a  dozen  stal¬ 
wart  settlers  gathered,  took  the  offender 
into  the  woods,  stripped  him  and  tied  him 
securely  to  a  tree.  The  men  then  prudently 
formed  a  ring  with  their  backs  to  the  center 
while  the  irate  owner  of  the  stolen  horses 
applied  a  liberal  dose  of  hickory  to  his  bare 
back.  Bates  afterward  had  his  castigator 
arrested,  but  as  there  were  no  witnesses 
who  had  sent  him  chastised,  he  was  unable 
to  maintain  his  accusation.  Bates  sold  out 
to  John  Clark  in  1852,  and  removed  to 
Boone  County,  where  he  died. 

Soon  after  Bates,  Peyton  Culver  and  John 
Robinson  settled  near  him  on  the  southwest 
quarter  on  section  14,  and  commenced 
building  a  saw-mill  on  Spring  Creek,  but 
abandoned  the  project,  and  after  remaining 
a  year  or  two  removed  to  Marysville. 

The  years  1848  and  1849  were  uneventful, 
and  the  population  of  the  county  did  not 
increase  very  rapidly.  Among  those  who 
sought  homes  in  Black  Hawk  during  these 
two  years  were:  William  Pennell,  H.  H. 
Meredith,  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  Geo.  Philpot, 
Jonathan  R.  Pratt,  Edwin  Brown  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Newell. 

During  the  summer  of  1850  Andrew 
Mullarky,  removed  from  Independence  to 
Sturgis’  Falls,  brought  a  small  stock  of 
goods  and  opened  a  store.  He  occupied 
a  small  building  on  the  north  side  of  First 
street,  which  served  for  both  store  and 
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residence.  This  was  soon  named  the  “  Black 
Hawk  Store,”  the  first  in  the  county,  and, 
like  the  mill,  drew  custom  for  a  hundred 
miles  north  and  west. 

In  1850,  according-  to  the  United  States 
census  of  that  year,  there  were  26  families 
in  the  county,  with  a  total  population  of 
135  persons — 75  males  and  60  females.  The 
whole  number  of  children  attending  school 
was  four,  and  there  were  two  births  and  two 
deaths  during  that  year.  There  were 
389  acres  of  improved  land ;  farming  im¬ 
plements  valued  at  $65  5  ;  1 5  horses,  39  cows, 
28  oxen,  41  head  of  other  cattle,  40  sheep 
and  183  hogs.  The  entire  productions  of 
the  county  in  that  year  were  160  bushels  of 
wheat,  2,150  bushels  of  corn,  100  bushels  of 
oats,  75  bushels  of  buckwheat,  120  pounds 
of  wool,  3,364  pounds  of  maple  sugar,  and 
615  pounds  of  honey.  In  1852  the  popula¬ 
tion  had  increased  to  315. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  county 
was  Jeannette,  daughter  of  William  Sturgis, 
born  October  1,  1846.  The  first  white  male 
child  was  Henry  F.  Adams,  a  son  of  E.  D. 
Adams,  who  was  born  three  days  after 
Jeannette  Sturgis.  The  third  birth  was 
Emily  Hanna,  March  7,  1847. 

The  first  wedding,  so  far  as  can  now  be 
ascertained,  was  that  of  James  Virden  and 
Charlotte  Pratt,  at  the  house  of  Jonathan 
R.  Pratt,  at  Cedar  City.  The  license  was 
obtained  from  the  county  judge  of  Bu¬ 
chanan  County,  February  25,  1851,  and  the 
wedding  took  place  on  th^  27th,  George  W. 
Hanna,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  officiating. 
The  records  of  Buchanan  County  show  the 
following  marriages  under  that  jurisdiction, 
viz.:  David  S.  Pratt  and  Miss  Jane  Sturgis, 
license  issued  September  16,  married  by 
Edwin  Brown,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1851;  James  S.  Hampton  and 
Mary  Ann  Payne,  license  dated  June  22, 
married  June  27,  1852,  by  George  W.  Han¬ 
na,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Marquis  L. 
Knapp  and  Mary  Streeter,  licensed  Septem- 
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ber  3,  married  September  5,  1852,  by  G. 
W.  Hanna,  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  James 
Keeler,  Jr.,  and  Cornelia  Streeter,  married 
September  21,  1852,  by  James  Keeler,  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  ;  Adam  Shigley  and  Aure¬ 
lia  S.  Harwood,  license  issued  June  13, 
1853,  married  June  14,  by  Benonf  Harris, 
local  preacher. 

The  first  marriage  of  any  resident  of 
Black  Hawk,  however,  was  that  of  James 
Newell.  His  wife  died  June  2,  1847,  and 
his  family,  one  an  infant  born  May  21,  1847, 
needed  the  care  of  a  mother ;  accordingly 
he  found  Mrs.  Howard  in  Cedar  County, 
and  married  her  there,  November  7,  1847. 

The  first  death  was  James  Monroe  Hanna, 
infant  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  Hanna, 
who  died  October  18,  1845.  The  second 
was  Mrs.  James  Newell,  June  2,  1847. 
The  third  death,  so  far  as  is  known,  was 
that  of  Mary  Virden,  two  years  old,daagh 
ter  of  William  Virden,  whose  clothes  took 
fire  accidentally,  and  she  was  so  badly 
burned  that  she  died  soon  after,  in  1848. 

In  1847  Rev.  Mr.  Collins,  amissionary 

of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  visited 

the  region  and  held  religious  services  in 

Mr.  Mullan’s  cabin  at  “  Prairie  Rapids  ”  and 

at  other  places  in  the  county  where  there 

were  any  settlers  to  listen  to  him.  Rev. 

Mr.  Johnson,  also  a  Methodist,  preached 

to  the  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  a  little  later 

in  the  same  vear. 

•/ 

It  is  perhaps  a  little  singular  that  no  post- 
office  was  established  in  Black  Hawk  Coun¬ 
ty  until  January  3,  1850,  when  Dempsey 
C.  Overman  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Cedar  Falls.  The  arrival  of  the 
first  mail  was  quite  an  event,  but  for 
some  time  the  mails  were  so  small 
that  the  postmaster  used  to  carry  the  let¬ 
ters  in  his  hat,  delivering  them  as  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  meet  the  persons  addressed.  It  is 
not  known  that  there  were  any  other  car¬ 
rier  deliveries  in  the  State  at  that  time,  and 
Mr.  Overman  may  be  called  the  pioneer 
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letter-carrier  of  Iowa.  The  mails  were 
carried  on  horseback  by  Thomas  W.  Case, 
and  the  receipts  of  the  first  quarter  were 
$2.50.  It  was  nearly  two  years  after  the 
establishment  of  the  first  postoffice  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls  before  the  second  one  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  Waterloo. 

In  1851  Mr.  John  T.  Barrick  had  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  the  mill  property  to 
the  Overmans,  Edwin  Brown  and  Dr.  IT. 
II.  Meredith.  This  change  brought  into 
the  combination  considerable  capital,  which 
was  at  once  applied  to  developing  the  wa¬ 
ter-power.  The  race  was  increased  in 
width  and  depth,  and  the  brush  dam  was 
replaced  with  one  of  logs  and  plank,  and 
soon  after  a  three-story  flouring  mill  was 
erected.  A  town  plat  was  surveyed,  and 
the  little  settlement  for  the  first  time  re¬ 
ceived  the  name  of  Cedar  Falls.  The  plat 
was  not  recorded,  however,  and  two  years 
later  the  town  was  again  surveyed,  and  re¬ 
corded  as  Independence.  John  R.  Cam¬ 
eron  purchased  the  first  lot,  on  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  on 
which  he  erected  a  frame  building  for  a 
store.  The  first  frame  dwelling  was  that 
of  Samuel  Wick,  on  First  street,  near  Main. 
At  the  time  the  plat  was  made  there  were 
nine  log  cabins  and  forty  inhabitants  in  the 
new  town  of  Cedar  Falls. 

INDIAN  SCARES. 

The  hardy  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  like  most  others  who  endured  the 
toils,  privations  and  hardships  of  frontier 
life  when  they  were  brought  into  frequent 
and  disagreeable  contact  with  the  Indians, 
who  were  being  slowly  but  surely  crowded 
toward  the  setting  sun  by  the  active  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  have 
many  thrilling  stories  to  tell  of  their  ex¬ 
periences. 

During  the  years  185 3—  4  the  settlers  in 
this  and  neighboring  counties  were  fre¬ 
quently  alarmed  by  reports  of  Indian  dep¬ 


redations  and  massacres  north  and  west  of 
here.  Every  few  weeks  settlers  would 
come  in  from  a  distance  and  tell  the  most 
wonderful  stories  of  hair-breadth  escapes 
from  cruel  deaths  by  blood-thirsty  savages, 
of  houses  burned  and  stock  driven  off.  But 
investigation  invariably  demonstrated  that 
all  these  alleged  frightful  occurrences  were 
utterly  without  foundation. 

For  some  time  the  relations  existing  be¬ 
tween  the  Sioux  and  Winnebagoes  living 
in  the  neighborhood  had  not  been  friendly, 
which  finally  culminated  in  an  outbreak  in 
which  a  Winnebago  boy  was  killed.  The 
news  of  this  affair  rapidly  spread,  gaining 
strength  as  it  was  told  by  one  excited  and 
thoroughly  scared  settler  to  another,  until 
by  the  time  it  had  reached  Black  Hawk 
County  it  was  reported  that  hundreds  of 
painted  warriors  were  marching  down  the 
valley  murdering  and  burning  everything 
before  them.  The  people  became  fear¬ 
fully  excited,  and  many  fled  with  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  what  little  household  stuff  they 
could  carry,  finding  safety  in  the  more 
thickly  settled  counties  or  in  the  adjoining 
States.  A  company  was  raised  at  Cedar 
Falls,  and  under  command  of  Captain  E. 
Brown  and  Lieutenants  A.  F.  Brown  and 
W.  H.  McClure,  went  out  to  reconnoiter 
the  enemy,  going  as  far  as  Floyd  County, 
where  they  learned,  to  their  great  joy  and 
greater  chagrin,  that  it  was  all  a  hoax  and 
no  hostile  Indians  were  within  hundreds  of 
miles.  Others  went  from  Waterloo  and 
Independence;  while  at  Janesville  and 
some  other  places  they  hastily  constructed 
rude  forts  or  stockades,  and  put  themselves 
in  the  best  possible  shape  to  make  a  strong 
defense  against  the  blood-thirsty  savages. 

James  Virden,  who  lived  in  the  grove  at 
the  upper  end  of  Waterloo,  was  awakened 
one  night  by  a  man  from  near  Waverly,  who 
informed  him  that  the  Indians  were  coming, 
killing  and  burning  everything  in  their 
path,  and  warning  him  to  pack  up  and  flee 
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to  a  place  of  safety.  Mr.  Virden  had 
passed  through  two  or  three  “scares,”  and 
took  but  little  stock  in  the  story.  He  asked 
the  man  in,  and  finally  prevailed  upon  him 
to  go  to  bed.  In  the  morning  settlers  be¬ 
gan  arriving  on  foot,  horseback  and  in 
wagons,  and  the  yard  and  surrounding 
grove  were  soon  filled  with  the  fleeing 
settlers.  Mr.  Virden,  Charles  Mullan  and 
one  or  two  others  mounted  their  horses 
and  started  up  the  river  on  a  reconnois- 
sance.  After  a  day’s  ride,  failing  to  dis¬ 
cover  any  signs  of  Indians,  they  returned, 
and  their  reports  reassured  the  runaways, 
who  started  at  once  for  their  homes. 

These  sensational  reports  had  a  bad  effect 
upon  the  timid,  and  several  families  left 
here  and  went  to  Linn  County,  then  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  thickly  settled  and  safe. 

At  the  supreme  agony  of  the  scare,  says 
Mr.  Streeter,  who  had  just  got  the  main 
part  of  his  house  up  aud  inclosed,  fifty  per¬ 
sons  stayed  all  night  with  him  ;  and  he  says 
his  house  was  so  full  he  could  not  step  be¬ 
tween  the  sleeping  fugitives  that  night. 
Many  of  them  had  buried  their  valuables 
before  starting,  and  some  of  them,  when 
they  got  over  their  fright  and  returned, 
could  not  remember  where  they  had  dug 
and  hid  their  property.  The  danger  be¬ 
came  more  imminent  as  the  news  was  car¬ 
ried  eastward,  and  by  the  time  it  had  got 
to  Dubuque  6,ooo  Sioux  warriors  were 
rampaging  down  the  Cedar  with  the  besom 
of  death  and  desolation. 

Some  very  ludicrous  incidents  are  told 
in  connection  with  the  bloodless  war.  On 
the  return  of  the  company  to  Cedar  Falls, 
one  of  their  number,  to  signalize  the  vic¬ 
tory,  rode  his  horse  into  the  office  of  the 
Carter  House,  around  the  stove  and  out 
again,  whereupon  his  comrades  fired  a 
salute  in  honor  of  his  bravery,  rousing  the 
whole  town.  A  settler  of  the  name  of 
Rucker  and  his  wife  were  so  badlv  fright- 
ened  by  the  firing  of  this  salute,  supposing 


it  to  be  the  realization  of  what  they  had  so 
long  intensely  feared,  that  they  left  every¬ 
thing  and  rushing  out  ran  sixteen  miles  that 
night.  At  Waterloo,  several  of  the  timid 
left,  and  after  spending  a  few  weeks  in 
Illinois,  or  some  other  supposed  safe  lo¬ 
cality,  returned. 

Among  others  thus  leaving  was  Green- 
leaf  Glidden  and  family,  living  on  the  west 
side.  After  spending  a  short  time  in  Linn 
County,  Mr.  Glidden  returned  and  re¬ 
sumed  his  home  here.  The  night  of  his 
return  there  was  a  wedding  in  town  (Isaac 
Virden  and  Eliza  May  being  the  parties 
interested),  and  the  boys  had  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  give  the  newly  married  couple  a 
charivari.  Soon  after  Glidden  went  to  bed 
the  clan  assembled  with  cow-bells,  pans  and 
various  instruments  more  noted  for  noise 
than  melody,  and  the  first  general  break, 
out  of  the  din  aroused  Mr.  Glidden,  who 
was  probably  dreaming  of  Indians;  and 
when  he  sprang  from  his  bed  the  general 
hub-bub  and  clatter  only  confirmed  him  in 
the  belief  that  the  Indians  had  surely  come, 
and  were  killing  all  the  inhabitants.  Hastily 
burying  Jus  grindstone ,  which  was  evi¬ 
dently  a  highly  cherished  possession,  and 
throwing  his  feather-bed  and  household 
traps  into  his  wagon,  he  hitched  up  his 
horses  and  started  at  full  speed  for  the  land 
of  safety,  alarming  the  settlers  as  he  went. 
He  made  a  halt  at  Abraham  Turner’s,  be¬ 
low  town,  told  his  blood-curdling  tale,  and 
warned  them  to  flee.  While  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  he  glanced  backward  toward  town,  ex¬ 
pecting  probably  to  see  the  flames  of  the 
burning  houses,  but  instead  saw  several 
dark  objects  approaching  at  a  rapid  gait, 
and  with  a  cry,  almost  of  despair,  he 
shouted,  “They  are  coming!  Here  they 
are !”  and  putting  the  whip  to  his  team  he 
once  more  started  on  his  journey  at  a 
break-neck  speed.  A  lady  at  Turner’s  was 
so  alarmed  at  Glidden’s  story  that  she 
started  at  once  for  some  place  where  she 
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would  be  safe,  and  wandered  around  all 
night  in  the  sloughs  and  wet  grass  in  her 
night  clothes.  The  dark  objects  that  had 
so  suddenly  and  terribly  frightened  Mr. 
Glidden,  turned  out  to  be  a  number  of 
colts  that  had  followed  the  Hying  team. 
Glidden  continued  his  journey  until  he 
reached  the  river,  and  finding  he  could  not 
ford  it  in  safety  in  the  dark,  was  compelled 
to  remain  there  until  morning,  when  the 
nature  of  the  “  scare”  was  ascertained,  and 
afterward  afforded  many  a  hearty  laugh. 

FIRST  LAND  ENTRIES. 

The  first  entries  of  land  in  each  town¬ 
ship  in  the  county,  made  at  the  United 
States  Land  Office,  are  as  follows: 

Township  90,  range  11  (Lester) — Joseph 
Potterf  entered  a  part  of  section  36  July 
2i,  1851  ;  Caspar  Rowse  entered  a  part  of 
section  14,  July  23,  1851  ;  David  S.  Wilson, 
H.  W.  Sanford,  Frederick  E.  Bissell, 
George  Counts,  John  Somers,  Alvin  S. 
McDowell  and  JohnStobie  entered  land  in 
this  township  in  1852. 

Township  90,  range  12  (Bennington)— 
Allen  C.  Fuller  entered  a  part  of  section 
36,  July  20,  18^4.  Nearly  all  the  land  in 
this  township  was  entered  in  1855. 

Township  90,  range  13  (Mt.  Vernon) — 
William  Bergin  entered  a  part  of  section  3, 
July  21,  1852;  Thomas  Gordon  entered  a 
part  of  section  3  ;  William  Joshua,  Barney 
and  William  Kern  entered  in  1852. 

Township  90,  range  14  (Washington  and 
Union) — James  W.  True  entered  July  18, 
1850;  Benjamin  Knapp  entered  a  part  of. 
section  27,  November  1,  1850;  James  New¬ 
ell  entered  January  18,  1851  ;  John  Fair- 
brother,  C.  H.  Wilson,  Valorious  Thomas, 
E.  G.  Young,  C.  F.  Jaquith,  Wm.  Kern, 
John  C.  Higginson,  James  L.  Cumons, 
Margaret  Roberts,  Simon  Wyatt,  Jr.,  James 
Sween,  Alfred  Goss,  Solomon  S.  Knapp, 
James  Carlisle,  S.  M.  Knapp,  Jesse  Morgan 
and  others  entered  in  1851. 


Township  89,  range  11  (Barclay) — Jo¬ 
seph  Potterf  entered  a  part  of  section  13, 
and  Edward  Moiney  entered  a  part  of  sec¬ 
tion  12,  June  16,  1851. 

Township  89,  range  12  (partly  in  Poyner 
and  partly  in  East  Waterloo) — John  Crum- 
rine  entered  a  part  of  sections  31  and  32, 
December  5,  1850;  Caleb  H.  Booth,  John 
L.  Kirkpatrick  and  Joseph  M.  Pennell  en¬ 
tered  in  1852. 

Township  89,  range  13  (Waterloo  and 
East  Waterloo) — Alvin  R.  Dunton  entered 
parts  of  sections  22  and  23,  July  24,  1847; 
George  W.  Hanna  entered  a  part  of  sec¬ 
tion  17  and  the  northeast  fractional  half  of 
section  26,  July  26,  1847;  John  Hersley  en¬ 
tered  a  part  of  section  21,  September  13, 
1849;  James  Waddell  entered  apart  of  sec¬ 
tion  6;  Wm.  M.  Dean,  John  M.  McDonald, 
H.  S.  Crumrine,  Lyman  Downing,  entered 
in  1850,  and  Andrew  Mullarky,  John 
Adams,  Norman  W.  Tottinghan,  Richard 
Goodwin,  Oscar  Virden,  S.  B.  Philpot, 
James  Wilson,  America  Mullan,  William 
Virden,  Cephas  Clearwater,  Peter  Powers 
and  Jacob  Witten  entered  in  1852. 

Township  89,  range  14  (Cedar  Falls) — 
William  Sturgis  entered  a  part  of  section  12, 
October  9,  1847;  Jackson  Taylor  entered 
in  1849;  George  Philpot  entered  in  1850. 

Township  88,  range  11  (Fox) — Frederick 
E.  Bissell  entered  September  29,  1852; 
John  A.  Dunham  entered  a  part  of  section 
19,  November  10,  1852. 

Township  88,  range  12  (Poyner  and  Ce¬ 
dar) — H.  W.  Sanford  entered  February  1, 
1850;  Samuel  Owens  entered  a  part  of  sec¬ 
tion  6,  June  6,  1850. 

Township  88,  range  13  (Orange) — Sam¬ 
uel  Owens  entered  January  6,  1850. 

Township  88,  range  14  (Black  Hawk) — 
Robert  A.  Jones  entered  December  17, 
1851. 

Township  87,  range  11  (Spring  Creek) — 
Moses  Bates  entered  parts  of  sections  n,  12 
and  14,  September  11,  1849. 
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Township  87,  range  12  (Cedar  and  Big 
Creek) — David  Baker  entered  a  part  of 
section  3,  and  Samuel  D.  Warner  entered  a 
part  of  section  15,  January  2,  1852;  Otto  F. 
Hayden  entered  a  part  of  section  2,  July 
10,  1852. 

Township  87,  range  13  (Eagle) — Joseph 
H.  Mead  and  Cicero  Close  entered  section 
13,  January  3,  1854. 

Township  87,  range  14  (Lincoln) — Madi¬ 
son  E.  Hollister  and  Watson  Y.  Coe  en¬ 
tered  July  5,  1854. 

LOCATION  OF  THE  COUNTY  SEAT. 

Section  1  of  “An  Act  to  locate  the  seat  of 
justice  of  Black  Hawk  County,”  approved 
January  22,  1853,  provided,  “That  A.  J. 
Lowe,  of  Delaware  County,  S.  S.  McClure 
and  Edward  Brewer,  of  the  county  of  Bu¬ 
chanan,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
commissioners  to  locate  and  establish  the 
seat  of  justice  of  Black  Hawk  County.  Said 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
meet  at  the  house  of  E.  D.  Adams,  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  on  the  first  Monday  of  May 
next,  or  within  two  months  thereafter,  as  a 
majority  of  them  may  agree,  in  pursuance 
of  their  duties,”  etc.  By  the  same  act,  the 
counties  of  Bremer,  Grundy  and  Butler 
were  attached  to  Black  Hawk  for  judicial, 
election  and  revenue  purposes. 

On  the  9th  day  of  June,  1853,  the  com¬ 
missioners  met  at  the  house  of  E.  D. 
Adams,  in  the  village  of  Cedar  Falls,  and 
performed  their  duties  under  the  law,  se¬ 
lecting  Cedar  Falls. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

When  Black  Hawk  County  was  created, 
in  1843,  it  was  attached  to  Delaware  County; 
but  in  1845  it  was  attached  to  Benton 
County;  and  in  1846,  states  Geo.  W.  Hanna, 
Esq.,  under  Benton  jurisdiction,  an  election 
was  held  at  the  house  of  E.  D.  Adams,  near 
the  Falls.  At  this  election  Geo.  W.  Hanna, 
E.  D.  Adams  and  John  Melrose  were  the 


judges,  and  William  Sturgis  and  a  man 
from  Benton  County,  whose  name  is  for¬ 
gotten,  were  the  clerks.  George  W.  Hanna, 
E.  D.  Adams  and  John  Melrose  were  elect¬ 
ed  justices  of  the  peace  at  this  election, 
who  held  their  offices  for  five  years,  as  Mr. 
Hanna  states  that  after  that  first  election, 
in  1846,  there  was  none  held  until  1851. 

The  first  action  of  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  of  Buchanan  County,  relating  to 
Black  Hawk,  was  recorded  April  14,  1851, 
when  the  following  entry  was  made : 

“  Application  of  Black  Hawk  County 
and  Bremer  County  to  be  set  off  into  sep¬ 
arate  election  precincts  allowed.  Black 
Hawk  to  be  one,  and  Bremer  to  be  one, 
and  election  ordered  on  the  28th  day  of 

April  inst.,  at - ,  in  Black  Hawk 

County,  and  at  J.  H.  Messinger’s,  in  Bre¬ 
mer.” 

Under  this  order,  the  second  election  in 
Black  Hawk  County  was  held  at  the  house 
of  John  T.  Barrick.  There  are  no  records 
of  the  meeting,  but  it  is  remembered  that 
’Squire  Hanna  was  re-elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  Edwin  Brown  was  elected  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace,  and  John  Melrose  and 
Norman  Williams,  constables. 

The  first  assessment  rolls  of  Buchanan 
County  on  which  the  names  of  Black  Hawk 
settlers  appear  were  made  in  1851,  when 
the  following  citizens  of  Black  Hawk  were 
assessed,  viz.:  E.  D.  Adams,  F.  Davenport, 
D.  S.  Pratt,  D.  S.  Pratt  &  Co.,  William  Vir- 

den,  Overman  &  Co., - Brown,  D.  C. 

Overman,  E.  Brown,  J.  Morgan,  Mahlon 
Lupton,  F.  Hohiner,  A.  Mullarky,  George 
Philpot,  David  Davis,  G.  W.  Hanna,  J. 
Melrose,  John  Virden,  R.  Jones,  L.  Down¬ 
ing,  William  Sturgis,  Henry  S.  Crumrine, 
James  Wadell,  C.  Mullan,  Geo.  Ellis,  Hi¬ 
ram  Hampton,  James  Virden,  G.  B.  White, 
John  Crumrine,  J.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  J.  H. 
Pennell,  Chas.  McCaffree,  Thomas  Pinner, 
A.  Nims,  Moses  Bates,  O.  H.  Hadon  (Hay¬ 
den),  -  Layseur,  J.  H.  McRoberts,  John 
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Clark,  Isaac  Virden,  C.  1 1.  Wilson,  S.  Wick, 
Perrin  Lathrop,  J.  R.  Pratt,  Thomas  New¬ 
ell,  S.  S.  Knapp,  M.  L.  Knapp,  C.  F.  Ja- 
quith,  Benj.  Knapp,  Elbridge  (G.)  Young, 
A.  C.  Finney,  John  Fairbrothcr,  W.  W. 
Payne,  J.  T.  Barrick,  S.  T.  Vail. 

The  county  seat  having  been  authorita¬ 
tively  located,  the  people  of  the  county 
began  to  think  about  organization,  and 
justly  considered  themselves  capable  of 
running  county  machinery  of  their  own. 
The  following  entry  on  the  records  of  Bu¬ 
chanan  County,  made  January  30,  1853, 
indicates  that  a  petition  was  circulated  for 
an  organizing  election  very  soon  after  the 
location  of  the  county  seat. 

“A  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  Black 
Hawk  County  having  petitioned  for  the 
calling  of  an  election  in  said  county,  for  the 
election  of  county  officers,  it  is  thereupon 
ordered  that  an  election  be  held  in  said 
county  on  the  first  Monday  in  August 
next,  for  the  election  of  county  officers  in 
and  for  said  county,  to  wit:  A  county 
judge,  sheriff,  clerk  of  District  Court,  re¬ 
corder  and  county  surveyor,  for  the  term 
of  two  years  from  that  date,  as  the  law 
provides;  also,  a  prosecuting  attorney,  for 
the  term  of  one  year;  and  a  school  fund 
commissioner,  and  a  drainage  commis¬ 
sioner,  to  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
the  first  Monday  in  April,  1853  [4?].” 

The  first  election  was  unquestionably 
held  as  ordered  above,  but  the  poll  books 
and  tally  lists  are  not  to  be  found.  They 
were  returned  to  the  county  judge  of  Bu¬ 
chanan  County,  and  by  him  turned  over, 
with  other  documents,  to  the  county  au¬ 
thorities  of  Black  Hawk  after  the  election, 
as  appears  of  record,  but  they  are  not 
accessible.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  the  names  of  the  persons  who  or¬ 
ganized  this  county  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago. 

At  that  first  election,  however,  held  on 
the  first  Monday  in  August,  1853,  the  fol¬ 


lowing  officers  were  elected,  viz.:  County 
Judge,  Jonathan  R.  Pratt;  Treasurer  and 
Recorder,  Aaron  Dow  ;  Clerk  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Court,  John  II.  Brooks;  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  William  L.  Christie ;  Sheriff, 
John  Virden  ;  School  Fund  Commissioner, 
II.  H.  Fowler;  Drainage  Commissioner, 
Norman  Jackson;  Coroner,  Edmund  But¬ 
terfield  ;  County  Surveyor,  Charles  Mullan. 

RELOCATION  OF  THE  COUNTY  SEAT. 

Like  most  other  counties  in  the  West, 
Black  Hawk  has  had  its  “county-seat 
fight,”  but  it  came  early,  and  was  finally 
settled. 

As  previously  stated,  the  seat  of  justice 
was  located  at  Cedar  Falls  by  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  in  1853; 
but  this  action,  however,  was  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  partly,  perhaps,  because  it 
was  too  far  removed  from  the  geograph¬ 
ical  center,  and  partly  because  Waterloo, 
which  was  near  the  center,  was  ambitious 
to  bear  the  honor  of  being  the  shire  town. 

It  is  in  traditon  that  an  attempt  of  some 
kind  to  change  the  location  of  the  county 
seat  was  made  in  1854,  but  the  exact  nature 
cannot  be  ascertained.  It  is  said  that  cer¬ 
tain  citizens  of  Waterloo  went  up  to  Cedar 
Falls  for  that  purpose,  and  that  a  general 
melee  was  the  result.  In  an  account  of  the 
affair  published  in  the  Iowa  State  Reporter , 
May  26,  1875,  the  local  historian  remarks: 
“  Something  stronger  than  Cedar  River 
water  was  used,  and  after  steam  was  up, 
the  citizens  of  that  town  procured  some 
eggs  and  opened  fire  on  the  invaders.  O. 
E.  Hardy  sported  a  plug  hat  that  afforded 
a  prominent  mark  for  the  egg  men,  and  the 
hat  was  badly7  damaged,  and  the  Waterloo 
force  was  driven  from  the  field.”  This  was 
a  “Waterloo  defeat;”  but  the  Waterloo 
force  did  not  propose  to  give  it  up,  and 
when  the  General  Assembly  convened  the 
following  winter  the  matter  was  presented 
with  so  much  success  that  they  secured  the 
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passage  of  “  An  act  to  authorize  the  quali¬ 
fied  electors  of  the  county  of  Black  Hawk 
to  vote  on  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
of  said  county/’  approved  January  19,  1855. 
Section  1  of  this  act  provided  : 

“  That  there  shall  be  a  poll  opened  at  the 
usual  place  of  voting  in  the  several  organ¬ 
ized  townships  in  Black  Hawk  County,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  allowing  the  qualified  electors  of 
said  county  to  vote  for  or  against  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  county  seat  of  said  county. 

“  Section  2  provided  that  the  ballots  of 
the  electors  should  have  written  or  printed 
thereon  the  word  'Cedar  Falls’  or  ‘  Water¬ 
loo,’  and  that  place  having  the  greater 
number  of  votes  should  be  the  county  seat. 

“ Provided ,  That  if  Waterloo  should  re¬ 
ceive  the  greater  number,  the  county  seat 
should  remain  at  Cedar  Falls  until  July  4, 
1855,  and  thereafter  at  Waterloo.  In  the 
event  of  removal,  the  county  judge  was 
instructed  to  refund  the  purchase  money 
to  such  persons  as  had  purchased  lots  in 
Cedar  Falls,  with  interest  thereon  from 
date  of  purchase.” 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1855,  Moses  W. 
Chapman  presented  a  petition  to  the  County 
Court,  asking  that  a  town  plat  called  “  Flor¬ 
ence  City,”  located  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  county,  be  approved  and  recoided; 
but  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  proof  the 
petition  was  denied. 

On  the  same  day,  H.  H.  Meredith  and 
others  presented  a  petition  to  the  County 
Court,  asking  that  the  question  of  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  county  seat  to  Florence  City 
might  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  the 
ensuing  April  election.  Mr.  Meredith  and 
others  of  the  petitioners  were  residents  of 
Cedar  Falls,  and  this  petition  was  designed 
to  create  a  division,  through  which  it 
was  hoped  that  the  county  seat  might  be 
retained  at  that  place.  The  consideration 
of  this  petition  was  postponed  by  the  court 
to  the  19th  of  March,  when  the  judge  de¬ 


nied  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for 
reasons,  1st,  that  it  was  in  conflict  with  the 
act  of  January  19,  and,  2d,  that  Florence 
City  was  a  place  unknown  to  the  court. 

“ Ordered  to  show  cause.  At  the  second 
term  of  the  District  Court,  held  at  Cedar 
Falls,  March  26,  T.  S.  Wilson,  J.  pre¬ 
siding,  on  petition  of  H.  H.  Meredith  and 
others,  it  was  ordered  that  ‘the  county 
judge  of  Black  Hawk  County  show  cause 
before  me  at  chambers,  ten  days  after  the 
date  hereof,  why  the  prayer  of  said  peti¬ 
tioners  should  not  be  granted,  and  such 
other  order  made  and  entered  as  may  seem 
fit  and  proper  in  the  premises.’” 

Before  the  day  appointed,  however,  the 
people  of  the  county  had  made  answer  at 
the  polls,  and  nothing  further  of  this  mat¬ 
ter  appears  of  record. 

At  the  election  held  April  2,  1855,  the 
question  of  removal  was  submitted  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  act  of  January  19,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  Whole  number  of  ballots  cast, 
648;  Waterloo  received  388  ;  Cedar  Falls, 
260. 

April  11  the  County  Court  entered  of 
record  the  following : 

“  W HEREAS,  The  election  on  the  removal 
of  the  county  seat  of  Black  Hawk  County, 
held  April  2,  1855,  resulted  in  a  majority  of 
128  for  Waterloo  over  Cedar  Falls; 

“  Ordered *  By  the  court,  that  proclama¬ 
tion  be  this  day  made,  that  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1855,  the  county  seat  of 
Black  Hawk  County  shall  cease  at  Cedar 
Falls  and  that  the  several  county  offices 
required  to  be  kept  at  the  county  seat  shall 
thereafter  be  held  at  Waterloo.” 

There  are  those  who  aver  to  this  day  that 
the  vote  as  cast  was  not  free  from  the  taint 
of  fraud.  It  was  asserted  after  election,  that 
the  advocates  and  managers  for  Waterloo 
imported  votes  from  Benton  County,  who 
made  the  counter-assertion  that  Cedar  Falls 
generously  accorded  the  numerous  strang¬ 
ers  then  stopping  at  that  place  with  the  in 
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tention  of  buying  lands  further  west,  the 
freedom  of  the  town  as  citizens  of  Black 
Hawk  County. 

In  May  following  this  action  County 
Judge  Pratt  was  taken  sick  and  only  a  few 
days  before  he  died  he  issued  an  order  lo- 
eating  the  county  seat  on  the  Public  Square 
on  the  east  side ;  and  it  is  said  that  when  he 
came  to  affix  the  seal  of  his  office  to  the  or¬ 
der  he  was  so  weak  that  he  was  at  first  un¬ 
able  to  make  the  impression.  He  refused 
assistance,  however,  being  fearful  that  some 
question  might  be  raised  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  proceeding,  and  finally,  by  putting 
almost  his  whole  strength  on  the  seal,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  affixing  it  to  the  order.  On  the 
ist  of  June  following  he  died,  and  John 
Randall,  then  prosecuting  attorney,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  March 
20,  became  cx-officio  county  judge. 

But  the  opponents  of  removal  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  fight  it  to  the  bitter  end.  On  the 
2 1 st  day  of  June,  1855,  they  applied  to  Hon. 
William  G.  Woodward,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  obtained  a  writ 
of  injunction  restraining  the  removal,  which 
was  served  very  early  on  the  4th  of  July. 
On  the  16th  of  July  an  appropriation  of 
$50  was  made  by  the  County  Court  to  aid 
in  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  ef¬ 
forts  to  have  the  injunction  dissolved,  the 
order  giving  as  a  reason  for  the  appropria¬ 
tion  “that  the  injunction  was  obtained  in 
violation  of  law,  and  injurious  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  county.” 

The  injunction  was  soon  afterward  dis¬ 
solved  by  Judge  Woodward,  and  an  order 
issued  for  the  removal  of  all  the  books,  pa¬ 
pers  and  documents  to  Waterloo,  which 
was  done  on  the  27th  day  of  July.  The 
county  officers  established  themselves  in 
the  second  story  of  Hubbard’s  brick  store, 
on  Commercial  street,  between  Fifth  and 
Sixth. 

The  general  election  of  August,  1855, 
was  now  close  at  hand,  and  Mr.  Randall, 


acting  judge,  was  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  county  judge.  There  was  a  strong  feel¬ 
ing  in  Waterloo  between  the  people  on  the 
east  and  the  west  sides  of  the  river  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  location  of  the  court-house.  The 
citizens  of  the  west  side  were  active  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  the  county  building  on 
their  side  of  the  river.  Acting  Judge  Ran¬ 
dall,  in  order  to  advance  his  interests  in  the 
pending  canvass,  rescinded  the  order  of  his 
predecessor  locating  the  county  seat  on  the 
east  side,  and  agreed  that  if  he  should  be 
elected  he  would  submit  the  question  of 
location  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  county.  This  was  evidently  satis¬ 
factory,  for  Randall  was  elected  and  after¬ 
ward  issued  a  proclamation  for  a  special 
election  to  be  held  on  the  10th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1855,  to  decide  upon  which  side  of 
the  river  in  Waterloo  the  prospective  court¬ 
house  should  be  erected.  At  this  election 
731  ballots  were  cast,  of  which  467  were 
for  the  east  side  and  264  for  the  side  that 
would  pay  the  most  money  for  the  location 
and  erection  of  the  county  buildings,  the 
proposition  being  submitted  in  that  form. 
This  decided  the  matter  in  favor  of  the  east 
side  of  the  town ;  but  the  definite  location 
was  a  matter  that  was  yet  within  the  sole 
control  of  the  county  judge.  His  choice 
has  since  proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  one, 
as  the  growth  of  Waterloo  has  been  entire¬ 
ly  north  of  the  court-house,  which  is  now 
left  almost  on  the  edge  of  the  county. 

On  the  10th  day  of  December,  1855,  the 
court-house  was  ordered  to  be  built,  when 
erected,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river;  but 
no  further  steps  were  taken  and  the  first 
recorded  action  of  the  County  Court  after 
that  time  was  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1856,  as  follows: 

“Whereas,  The  said  county  of  Black 
Hawk  has  no  court-house  or  other  building 
or  room  in  which  to  transact  the  general 
business  of  the  county,  consequently  hav¬ 
ing  to  rent  all  rooms  now  used  for  such 
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purposes,  and  there  being  a  surplus  of 
funds  now  on  hand  in  the  treasury  of  said 
county  not  appropriated,  and  the  county 
being  in  need  of  a  court-house; 

“  It  is  hereby  Ordered ,  That  the  surplus 
money  now  in  the  treasury  of  said  county, 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  collected  into 
said  treasury  for  the  year  1855,  be  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  erection  of  a  court-house  in 
the  village  of  Waterloo,  in  said  county. 
And  that  said  county  further  incur  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  an  additional  expense,  which, 
in  connection  with  the  surplus  money  in 
the  treasury,  or  which  may  be  as  aforesaid, 
will  amount  to  $13,000.  And,  in  case  such 
surplus,  as  above,  does  not  amount  to  the 
said  $13,000,  the  balance  above  what  said 
surplus  may  be  shall  be  paid  from  the  first 
surplus  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  said 
county  not  otherwise  required  or  appropri¬ 
ated.  And  until  there  be  such  surplus  in 
said  county  treasury,  the  bonds  or  warrants 
of  said  county  be  given  to  the  amount  of 
said  deficiency. 

“And  it  is  further  Ordered ,  That  a  con¬ 
tract  or  provision  be  made  by  said  county 
of  Black  Hawk,  for  the  erection  of  such 
court-house  in  the  said  village  of  Waterloo, 
during  the  present  year  of  1856. 

“J.  Randall,  County  Judge.” 

March  7,  1856,  a  contract  was  made  with 
Giles  M.  Tinker,  for  the  erection  of  a  court¬ 
house.  The  contract  price  was  $12,747.61; 
but  as  to  the  nature  of  the  building  to  be 
erected  the  records  of  the  County  Court 
are  silent. 

Having  entered  into  a  contract  for  build¬ 
ing  a  court-house,  it  became  necessary  for 
Judge  Randall  to  determine  where,  on  the 
east  side,  it  should  be  located.  This  was 
under  his  control,  although  under  the 
pledges  made  prior  to  his  election  the  peo¬ 
ple  thought  they  might  have  some  voice  in 
the  matter.  But  the  event  proved  that  the 
county  judge  was  abundantly  able  to  locate 
the  building  without  advice  or  assistance 
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from  anyone,  however  public  confidence 
might  be  betrayed  and  abused.  He  took 
the  responsibility,  it  appears,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  entry  of  record,  May  24,  1856: 

“  Whereas,  It  being  necessary  to  make 
a  location  of  the  county  building  or  court¬ 
house,  the  erection  of  which  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  contract  with  Giles  M.  Tinker,  in 
the  village  of  Waterloo  ; 

“It  is  Jiereby  Ordered ,  That  the  location 
of  a  court-house  for  Black  Hawk  County, 
in  the  State  of  Iowa,  be  this  day  made,  and 
that  it  be  upon  block  20,  in  the  village  of 
Waterloo,  county  of  Black  Hawk,  State  of 
Iowa,  and  that  the  court-house  be  erected 
thereon,  now  contracted  for  with  Giles  M. 
Tinker,  and  the  said  location  was  this  day 
made  as  above. 

“J.  Randall,  County  Judge.” 

The  official  record,  however,  does  not 
show  the  general  indignation  of  the  people 
over  this  one-sided  location ;  but  there  was 
no  remedy.  The  county  judge  was  an  au¬ 
tocrat,  when  he  elected  to  exercise  to  its 
full  extent  the  power  invested  in  him.  It 
is  now  generally  understood  that  certain 
town  lots  in  which  Mr.  Randall  had  an  in¬ 
terest  influenced  Judge  Randall  in  making 
this  selection,  dim  visions  perhaps  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Red  Cedar  at  that  point, 
and  consequently  an  entire  change  of  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  business  of  the  town.  Specula¬ 
tion  was  rampant,  and  it  is  said  that  river 
lots  on  the  west  side,  opposite  Randalls 
location  of  the  court-house,  sold  for  $500 
in  gold.  But  the  location  of  the  bridge  on 
Fourth  street  punctured  the  glittering 
bauble  and  permanently  fixed  the  business 
part  of  the  city  several  blocks  up  the  river. 

Many  changes  and  alterations  were  made 
in  the  original  plans,  before  the  building 
was  completed,  and,  by  the  time  the  expen¬ 
sive  job  was  completed,  the  contractor  had 
received  more  than  double  the  contract 
price,  or  about  $27,000,  for  his  work.  It  is 
probable  that  in  a  few  years  a  new  and 
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more  commodious  structure  will  be  erected 
in  a  more  central  location,  as  the  present 
building  is  very  much  crowded. 

Black  Hawk  County  contains  sixteen 
congressional  townships,  viz.:  Townships 
Nos.  87,  88,  89  and  90  north,  of  ranges  1 1, 
12,  13  and  14  west.  These  are  divided  into 
eighteen  civil  townships,  as  follows:  Spring 
Creek,  all  of  township  87,  range  11,  lying 
north  of  the  Cedar  River;  Fox,  township 
88,  range  1 1 ;  Barclay,  township  89,  range 
1 1  ;  Lester,  township  90,  range  1 1  ;  Ben¬ 
nington,  township  90,  range  12;  Poyner, 
a  strip  two  and  one-half  sections  wide  on 
east  of  township  89,  range  12,  all  of  town¬ 
ship  88,  range  12,  on  east  side  of  Cedar 
River,  except  west  half  of  section  4,  and 
sections  5  and  6,  and  that  part  of  township 
87,  range  12,  lying  east  of  the  river  (a  town¬ 
ship  about  fifteen  miles  long  and  two  and  a 
half  miles  wide);  Cedar,  that  part  of  town¬ 
ship  88,  range  12,  west  of  Cedar  River,  and 


that  part  of  the  north  half  of  township  87, 
range  12,  that  lies  west  of  the  river;  Big 
Creek,  south  half  of  township  87,  range  12, 
and  that  part  of  township  87,  range  11, 
which  lies  south  of  the  Cedar  River;  Eagle, 
township  87,  range  13;  Orange,  township 
88,  range  13  :  Waterloo,  that  part  of  town¬ 
ship  89,  range  13,  and  township  89,  range 
12,  south  of  the  Red  Cedar ;  East  Waterloo, 
that  part  of  township  89,  range  13,  north 
and  east  of  the  Red  Cedar,  except  sections 
6  and  7,  that  part  of  township  89,  range  12, 
not  included  in  Poyner  east  of  the  river, 
and  sections  6,  5  and  west  half  of  section 
4,  township  88,  range  12;  Mount  Vernon, 
township  90,  range  13;  Washington,  east 
half  of  township  90,  range  14 ;  Union,  west 
half  of  township  90,  range  14;  Cedar  Falls, 
township  89,  range  14,  and  sections  6  and 
7,  township  89,  range  13;  Black  Hawk, 
township  88,  range  14;  Lincoln,  township 
87,  range  14. 
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^  T^YMvfrT  ^Y~JT!r^T'T  T  T^Ut 


^ARTY  government  is 
the  present,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  the  future, 
though  not  the  ideal, 
feature  of  our  so- 
called  republic;  and 
men  have  in  America 
been  divided  into  political 
parties  for  120  years.  Upon 
the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act  in 
1765,  parties  for  the  first  time 
began  to  take  definite  shape 
and  manifest  open  antagonisms, 
and  the  words  Whig  and  Tory 
then  had  a  plainer  meaning  in 
America  than  in  England.  The 
Stamp  Act  was  denounced  by 
the  Whigs  as  direct  taxation,  and  so  gen¬ 
eral  were  the  protests  that  for  a  time  it 
seemed  that  only  those  who  owed  their 
livings  to  the  Crown,  or  expected  aid  and 
comfort  from  it,  remained  with  the  Tories. 
The  Whigs  were  the  patriots. 

After  independence  was  achieved,  of 
course  all  Americans  were  Whigs.  In  the 
first  years  of  the  United  States  as  a  federal 
union,  under  President  Washington,  there 
came  about  a  division  into  “  Particularist  ” 
and  “  Strong  Government  ”  Whigs,  these 
soon  adopting  the  more  euphonious  desig¬ 
nations  of  Anti-Federals  and  Federals.  The 


former,  under  Jefferson’s  lead,  afterward 
became  known  as  Republicans,  which  name 
was  in  the  early  part  of  1806  dropped  for 
that  of  Democrats.  Hence  Jefferson  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  founder  of  the 
Democratic  party.  If,  however,  this  dis¬ 
tinction  can  be  claimed  for  any  one  man, 
the  friends  of  Andrew  Jackson  have  per¬ 
haps  a  stronger  case. 

The  Democrats  were  in  power  in  this 
country  from  1801  to  1825,  when  John 
Quincy  Adams,  “the  last  of  the  Federal¬ 
ists,”  was  chosen  by  Congress  to  fill  the 
office  of  President,  the  people  having  failed 
to  elect.  General  Jackson,  however,  had 
received  a  plurality  of  the  popular  vote, 
and  the  remembrance  of  this  fact  was  one 
of  the  chief  causes  of  Jackson’s  subsequent 
election  in  1828.  The  elevation  of  General 
Jackson  to  the  presidency  was  a  triumph 
over  the  high  protective  policy,  the  fed¬ 
eral  internal  improvement  policy,  and  the 
latitudinous  construction  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  of  the  Democracy  over  the 
Federals,  then  known  as  National  Republi¬ 
cans.  This  election  was  also  the  perma¬ 
nent  re-establishment  of  parties  on  princi¬ 
ple,  according  to  the  landmarks  of  the 
early  years  of  the  Government.  For  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Adams  had  received  confidence 
and  office  from  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Mon- 
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roe,  and  had  classed  with  the  Democratic 
party  during  the  “era  of  good  feeling,"  yet 
he  had  previously  been  a  Federal ;  and  on 
the  re-establishment  of  old  party  lines 
which  began  to  take  place  after  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  his  affinities  and  policy 
became  those  of  his  former  party;  and 
as  a  party,  with  many  individual  excep¬ 
tions,  they  became  his  supporters  and  his 
strength. 

The  Democrats  re-nominated  Jackson  in 
1832,  while  in  December  preceding  the 
National  Republicans  nominated  Henry 
Clay.  The  hero  of  New  Orleans  was  elect¬ 
ed  a  second  term  by  a  goodly  majority. 

The  Democracy  being  in  power,  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Clay  gradually  adopted  the  name 
of  Whigs,  which  was  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  in  England  the  opposition  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  known  by  that  appellation. 
Hence,  more  than  any  one  man,  Henry  Clay 
is  looked  upon  as  the  founder  of  the  Whig 
party,  which  played  an  important  part  in 
American  politics  for  some  twenty  years. 
In  1836  they  nominated  General  William 
Henry  Harrison,  who  was  defeated  by 
Martin  Van  Buren,  the  choice  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party.  In  the  closing  year  of  Jack¬ 
son’s  administration,  however,  a  step  had 
been  taken  which  ultimately  brought  about 
the  temporary  downfall  of  his  party.  This 
step  was  the  distribution  of  revenue  among 
the  States  in  1837,  which  was  designed  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  State  stocks  held 
by  the  United  States  Bank.  The  resylt 
was  far  different,  however,  and  thousands 
are  still  living  who  can  tell  of  the  financial 
crisis  of  1837  and  the  general  stringency 
following. 

It  is  natural  for  the  people  to  charge  fi¬ 
nancial  and  other  troubles,  from  war  down 
to  crop  failures,  upon  the  party  in  power. 
So  it  was  in  those  times,  and  the  result  was 
the  ascendency  of  the  Whigs  after  the  next 
election,  in  1840.  On  the  Whig  ticket, 


General  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was  the  candi¬ 
date  for  President,  and  John  Tyler,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  for  Vice-President.  Mr.  Clay,  the 
most  prominent  Whig  in  the  country,  was 
not  deemed  available,  and  the  leading  men 
in  the  party  were  again  put  aside  to  make 
room  for  a  military  man,  a  step  prompted 
by  the  example  previously  set  by  the  Dem¬ 
ocrats  in  the  case  of  General  Jackson.  The 
men  who  managed  presidential  elections 
believed  then  as  now  that  military  renown 
was  a  passport  to  popularity  and  rendered 
a  candidate  more  sure  of  election.  The 
contest  before  the  people  was  a  long  and 
bitter  one,  the  severest  ever  known  in  the 
country  up  to  that  time,  and  scarcely 
equaled  since.  The  whole  Whig  party  and 
the  large  league  of  suspended  banks, 
headed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
making  its  last  struggle  for  a  new  national 
charter  in  the  effort  to  elect  a  President 
friendly  to  it,  were  arrayed  against  the 
Democrats,  whose  hard-money  poliev  and 
independent  treasury  schemes  were  met 
with  little  favor  in  the  then  depressed  con¬ 
dition  of  the  treasury.  The  Democrats 
worked  for  the  re-election  of  President 
Van  Buren,  with  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  as  Vice-President,  but  the  Whigs 
were  ultimately  successful. 

The  question  of  extending  slave  territory 
by  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  one  in  the  campaign  of  1844,  and 
avowedly  so  in  the  platforms.  The  De¬ 
mocracy  nominated  James  K.  Polk  for  Pres¬ 
ident  and  George  M.  Dallas  forVice-Presi- 
dent.  The  Whigs  nominated  their  great 
leader,  Henry  Clay,  with  Theodore  Fre- 
linghuysen  for  Vice-President.  Owing 
largely  to  the  influence  of  a  third  party, 
the  Free-Soilers,  Clay  was  defeated  in  one 
of  the  closest  elections  ever  held. 

Another  presidential  year  brought  for¬ 
ward  new  men  and  new  issues.  The  Dem¬ 
ocrats  nominated  General  Lewis  Cass  for 
President,  and  General  William  O.  Butler 
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lor  Vice-President.  The  Whigs  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  popularity  of  General 
Zachary  Taylor,  for  his  military  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  Mexican  war,  just  ended,  and 
his  consequent  “  availability,”  nominated 
him  for  the  presidency  over  Clay,  Webster 
and  Scott,  who  were  his  competitors  before 
the  convention.  The  party  which  had  been 
made  by  the  greatness  of  the  latter  won  an 
easy  victory. 

The  presidential  election  of  1852  was  the 
last  campaign  in  which  the  Whig  party  ap- 
peared  in  national  politics.  It  nominated 
a  ticket  with  General  Winfield  Scott  as  its 
candidate  for  President.  His  opponent  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  was  General  Frank¬ 
lin  Pierce.  A  third  ticket  was  placed  in 
the  field  by  the  Abolition  party,  with  John 
P.  Hale  as  its  candidate  for  President.  The 
political  see-saw  now  brought  the  Demo¬ 
crats  in  power  again. 

Thus  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  history 
of  Black  Hawk  County  the  Democrats 
were  in  control,  with  Franklin  Pierce  as 
President,  and  the  Whig  party  was  disin¬ 
tegrating  as  a  national  organization.  The 
citizens  of  Black  Hawk  County  having 
come  from  those  Eastern  States  where  the 
Whigs  were  strongest,  retained  their  poli¬ 
tics  after  settling  here,  so  that  this  was  a 
Whig  county  during  its  infancy.  There 
was,  however,  never  a  fair  test  of  strength, 
for  in  local  elections  personal  popularity 
went  much  farther  than  partisanship,  and 
before  the  county’s  politics  was  settled 
by  a  presidential  election,  the  death  of 
the  Whig  party  was  an  accomplished 
fact,  and  a  new  organization,  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  arose  from  its  ashes.  Hence¬ 
forth  the  giant  parties  were  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  the  latter  absorbing 
all  the  elements  then  existing  opposed  to 
the  further  extension  of  slavery.  The  new 
party  was  born  in  a  number  of  places  al¬ 
most  simultaneously,  but  in  each  case  with 
the  same  motives  and  with  similar  constit- 
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uent  elements.  The  movement  assumed 
definite  shape  in  the  summer  of  1854,  when 
for  Governor  of  this  State  James  W. 
Grimes  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans, 
to  oppose  Curtis  Bates,  the  choice  of  the 
Democracy.  Iowa  had  hitherto  been  under 
the  control  of  the  latter  party,  but  the  Re¬ 
publicans  now  carried  it,  in  their  first  cam¬ 
paign,  and  it  has  since  remained  in  the  ranks 
of  Republicanism,  by  majorities  sometimes 
running  as  high  as  80,000.  Mr.  Grimes’s 
personal  ability  had  much  to  do  with  the 
successful  organization  of  the  Republicans 
in  Iowa.  Black  Hawk  County  gave  Grimes 
191  votes  and  Bates  153  ;  Republican  ma¬ 
jority,  38.  The  county’s  part  in  politics 
since  has  been  in  the  same  line.  It  has 
been  monotonously  faithful  to  the  Repub¬ 
licans.  It  has  here  never  been  a  question 
of  which  party,  but  merely  how  much  ma¬ 
jority.  The  county  officers  elected  in 
April,  1855,  were  a  prosecuting  attorney 
and  drainage  commissioner,  John  Randall 
and  Thomas  R.  Points  being  chosen.  At 
this  election  also,  the  county-seat  contest 
between  Waterloo  and  Cedar  Falls  was 
settled  in  favor  of  the  former,  by  a  vote  of 
388  to  260.  In  August,  1855,  a  county 
judge,  recorder  and  treasurer,  sheriff,  sur¬ 
veyor  and  coroner  were  chosen,  the  majori¬ 
ties  ranging  from  42  to  90  in  a  total  vote  of 
about  600.  In  April,  1856,  a  recorder  and 
treasurer,  school  fund  commissioner,  dis¬ 
trict  court  clerk  and  prosecuting  attorney 
were  elected  by  varying  majorities,  over 
700  votes  being  cast. 

The  first  national  convention  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  nominated  John  C.  Fremont 
for  President  and  Wm.  L  Dayton  for  Vice- 
President.  Its  platform  consisted  of  a  series 
of  resolutions,  of  which  the  most  important 
was  the  following : 

“  That  we  deny  the  authority  of  Congress, 
of  a  Territorial  Legislature,  of  any  individ¬ 
ual  or  association  of  individuals,  to  give 
legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  Territory 
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of  the  United  States,  while  the  present 
Constitution  shall  be  maintained.” 

The  Democratic  convention  nominated 
James  Buchanan  for  President  and  John  C. 
Breckinridge  forVice-President.  It  adopted 
a  platform  which  contained  the  material 
portions  of  all  its  previous  platforms,  and 
also  defined  its  position  to  the  new  issues 
of  the  Lay,  and  declared  (1)  that  the  reve¬ 
nue  to  be  raised  should  not  exceed  the  actual 
necessary  expensesof  the  Government,  and 
for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  public  debt; 
(2)  that  the  Constitution  does  not  confer 
upon  the  General  Government  the  power 
to  commence  and  carry  on  a  general  system 
of  internal  improvements;  (3)  for  a  strict 
construction  of  the  powers  granted  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  Federal  Government; 
(4)  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter 
a  national  bank  ;  (5)  that  Congress  has  no 
power  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States 
and  Territories,  the  people  of  which  have 
the  exclusive  right  and  power  to  settle  that 
question  for  themselves ;  (6)  opposition  to 
Americanism. 

That  Buchanan  was  elected  was  in  no 
degree  due  to  Black  Hawk  County,  which 
gave  Fremont  some  200  majority  (the  pre¬ 
cise  figures  are  not  on  record).  At  the 
August  election  of  the  same  year  the  Re¬ 
publican  majority  for  congressman  was  262. 
The  other  majorities  were  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  200. 

In  April,  1857,  an  assessor  was  elected 
for  the  county  by  a  close  vote.  S.  D.  Mc- 
Dowall  received  but  twejity-four  majority 
over  Myron  Smith.  In  August  of  the  same 
year  there  were  five  county  officers  elected, 
the  majority  ranging  from  sixty-eight,  on 
surveyor,  to  498,  on  coroner.  In  October, 
1857,  the  Republican  majority  for  Governor 
was  167,  in  a  vote  of  785.  This  relation 
was  little  changed  in  October,  1858,  but  a 
year  later,  at  the  general  election,  there 
was  cast  the  largest  vote  yet  recorded, 
1,365,  and  the  party  lines  were  drawn  unus¬ 


ually  close.  For  Governor,  Kirkwood’s 
majority  over  Dodge  was  265,  and  on  the 
other  officers  the  Vote  was  very  nearlv 
the  same.  Seven  county  officers  were 
elected.  The  people  having  suffered  from 
too  many  elections,  it  was  resolved  to 
hold  but  one  general  election  each  year — 
in  October  three  years  out  of  four,  and 
in  November  in  Presidential  years.  This 
rule  was  followed  for  the  next  twenty-five 
years. 

The  four  years  of  Buchanan’s  adminis¬ 
tration  were  rife  with  political  discussions 
on  the  slavery  question,  the  status  of  the 
negro,  and  the  troubles  in  Kansas.  The 
Southern  Democrats,  true  to  the  supposed 
interests  of  their  section,  became  more  ag¬ 
gressive  in  their  demands  in  behalf  of  sla¬ 
very,  while  their  brethren  in  the  North  fol¬ 
lowed  the  lead  of  Douglas  in  endeavoring 
to  compromise  the  slavery  question.  The 
two  wings  differed  more  and  more  widely, 
and  in  their  national  convention  at  Charles¬ 
ton  were  unable  to  agree  upon  a  platform 
or  a  candidate,  so  that  the  Southern  Dem¬ 
ocrats  withdrew  in  a  body.  The  conven¬ 
tion  re-assembled  at  Baltimore,  and  after  a 
protracted  struggle  nominated  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  and  Herschel  V.  Johnson.  Their 
platform  declared  that  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  respecting  the  status  of 
slavery  in  the  Territories,  should  be  re¬ 
spected.  The  Southern  Democrats,  how¬ 
ever,  held  another  convention  and  nomi¬ 
nated  John  C.  Breckinridge  and  Joseph 
Lane.  The  platform  adopted  contained  in 
regard  to  the  main  question  at  issue  the 
statement  that  slaves  in  the  Territories 
should  be  recognized  by  the  Government 
as  property. 

The  Republicans  nominated  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Hannibal  Hamlin,  and  resolved 
that  Kansas  should  be  admitted  as  a  free 
State,  and  that  the  Government  should  ef¬ 
fectually  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territo¬ 
ries.  A  so-called  Constitutional  Union 
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Convention  was  also  held,  which  nominated 
John  Bell  and  Edward  Everett. 

The  conclusion  of  this  many-sided  politi¬ 
cal  fight  was  the  election  of  Lincoln,  who 
received,  however,  but  two-fifths  of  the 
popular  vote.  In  this  county  the  canvass 
was  exceedingly  warm,  and  nearly  1,700 
votes  were  deposited,  two-thirds  of  them 
being  for  Lincoln,  who  received  1,122  votes; 
Douglas,  557;  Bell,  17,  and  Breckinridge  4. 
The  third  and  fourth  parties  received  very 
little  favor  here.  The  Republican  strength 
steadily  grew  for  fifteen  years  more,  in  this 
county,  before  beginning  a  slow  decline, 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  rule  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

In  the  State  and  county  election  of  1861 
a  full  vote  was  drawn  out,  but  there  was  a 
vast  amount  of  “  ticket-scratching,”  and 
scarcely  any  two  received  like  majorities, 
these  ranging  from  twenty-five  to  820.  For 
Governor,  Kirkwood’s  majority  over  Mer¬ 
ritt  was  620,  nearly  half  the  total  vote.  The 
principal  contest  was  for  the  counties.  In 
1862  a  congressman,  district  attorney  and 
district  judge  were  elected  by  about  400 
majority  with  a  light  vote.  The  war 
seemed  to  strengthen  the  Republicans  in 
this  State  so  that  it  was  almost  perfunctory 
that  any  other  party  made  nominations. 
Colonel  William  M.  Stone  had  made  him¬ 
self  so  popular  by  his  services  in  the  field 
that  in  the  summer  of  1863  he  was  nomi¬ 
nated  for  Governor  against  James  M.  Tut¬ 
tle.  Not  a  very  full  vote  was  cast  in  Black 
Hawk,  but  this  was  more  than  three  to 
one  in  favor  of  the  Republicans.  Stone 
received  1,137  votes  to  432  for  Tuttle,  or 
a  majority  of  705.  Even  this  was  the  small¬ 
est  majority  given  any  man  on  the  ticket, 
the  county  officers  being  elected  by  about 
1,000,  on  the  average.  A.  C.  Bunnell’s  vote 
for  recorder  and  treasurer  was  1,497, 
against  264  for  L.  A.  Cobb. 

In  1864  the  war  was  being  waged  on  a 
scale  never  before  seen  in  history,  at  vast 


expense,  and  it  was  uncertain  how  long  the 
Confederacy  could  maintain  armed  resist¬ 
ance.  The  Republicans  were  generally 
unanimous  in  supporting  the  coercion  pol¬ 
icy  of  the  Government,  while  the  Demo¬ 
crats,  on  the  other  hand,  were  in  favor  of 
a  change  of  policy,  and  of  peace  on  any 
terms  that  would  save  the  Union.  The 
Republican  convention  of  1864  therefore 
re-nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  by  a  unan¬ 
imous  vote,  save  Missouri,  whose  delega¬ 
tion  voted  for  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  Andrew 
Johnson  was  nominated  for  Vice-President. 
The  platform  approved  the  emancipation 
proclamation,  declared  slavery  dead, 
pledged  support  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  demanded  the  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  rebellious  States.  The 
Democratic  convention  nominated  George 
B.  McClellan  and  George  H.  Pendleton,  and 
adopted  a  platform  criticising  the  methods 
of  the  administration.  Lincoln  received 
212  electoral  votes  to  McClellan’s,  twenty- 
one,  the  people  indorsing  the  old  maxim 
“  that  it  is  dangerous  to  swamp  horses 
while  crossing  a  stream.”  In  Black  Hawk 
County  the  Lincoln  ticket  received  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  1,056. 

Equally  one-sided  was  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  of  1865  for  State  and  county  officers; 
but  in  certain  respects  things  were  rather 
“  mixed.”  Governor  Stone,  a  candidate 
for  re-election,  was  so  pronounced  in  favor 
of  Negro  suffrage  that  he  ran  behind  his 
ticket,  and  in  this  county  received  1,240 
votes,  against  373  for  T.  H.  Benton,  while 
for  Lieutenant-Governor,  B.  F.  Gue  re¬ 
ceived  1,329  votes,  to  223  for  W.  W.  Ham¬ 
ilton.  The  straight  Democratic  vote  was 
almost  annihilated  in  this  part  of  Iowa,  and 
had  dwindled  to  only  about  one-seventh 
the  Republican  strength.  The  county  offi¬ 
ces,  as  usual,  were  sought  by  men  whose 
followings  were  largely  independent  of 
party  restrictions,  and  the  winners  received 
all  sorts  of  majorities.  For  three  offices 
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no  contest  was  made.  By  the  following 
year  the  Democracy  was  more  systemati¬ 
cally  organized,  though  even  now  they 
polled  but  one-fourth  the  total  votes.  The 
majorities  of  the  victors  were  all  between 
i.ioo  and  1,200.  In  1867  the  Democrats 
made  a  further  gain,  bringing  the  majorities 
down  to  about  7 00  for  county  officers,  and 
800  on  the  State  ticket.  The  forces  of  the 
two  parties  were  well  trained,  and  gener¬ 
ally  voted  “straight.” 

Both  parties  desired  to  nominate  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  in  1868,  but  the  Republicans 
stole  a  march  on  their  opponents  by  hold¬ 
ing  their  convention  first.  Schuyler  Col¬ 
fax  was  named  for  Vice-President.  The 
Democratic  convention  was  for  along  time 
unable  to  decide  between  Pendleton,  Han¬ 
cock,  Hendricks  and  others;  but  on  the 
twenty-second  ballot  Horatio  Seymour, 
whose  name  had  been  scarcely  mentioned 
before,  was  unanimously  nominated,  to¬ 
gether  with  Francis  P.  Blair  for  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent.  An  active  canvass  followed,  in  which 
the  brief  expression,  “  Let  us  have  peace,” 
in  Grant’s  letter  of  acceptance,  was  liber¬ 
ally  employed  by  Republican  journals  and 
orators  to  tone  down  what  were  regarded 
as  rapidly  growing  race  and  sectional  differ¬ 
ences,  and  with  such  effect  that  Grant 
carried  all  of  the  States  save  eight,  receiv¬ 
ing  an  electoral  vote  of  214  against  80. 
His  majority  in  this  county  was  the  largest 
given  any  ticket  before  or  since,  being 
1,739.  He  received  2,580  votes,  to  841  for 
Seymour.  This  was  the  largest  vote,  up  to 
this  time  cast,  by  about  1,300. 

The  Democrats  seemed  again  demoral¬ 
ized  in  1869,  casting  only  about  200  votes. 
Little  interest  was  taken  in  the  election, 
and  it  was  a  general  “  stay-at-home  ”  year, 
although  a  full  list  of  State  and  county  offi¬ 
cers  were  to  be  elected.  In  1870  the  Demo¬ 
crats  made  no  nominations  for  county 
offices,  but  the  returns  showed  that  they 
polled  608  votes  in  Black  Hawk  County 


for  congressmen,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
the  total  vote.  In  1871  they  nominated  a 
full  ticket,  and  showed  about  the  same 
strength,  while  the  Republican  majorities 
ranged  from  1,000  to  1,300.  The  year  1872 
brought  another  presidential  campaign. 

An  issue  raised  in  Missouri  gave  imme¬ 
diate  rise  to  the  Liberal  Republican  party, 
though  the  course  of  Horace  Greeley  had 
long  pointed  toward  the  organization  of 
something  of  the  kind,  and  with  equal 
plainness  it  pointed  to  his  desire  to  be  its 
champion  and  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
In  1870  the  Republican  party  in  Missouri, 
then  in  control  of  the  Legislature,  split  on 
the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  disquali¬ 
fications  imposed  upon  rebels  by  the  State 
Constitution  during  the  war.  Those  favor¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  disabilities  were  headed 
by  B.  Gratz  Brown  and  Carl  Schurz,  and 
they  called  themselves  Liberal  Republicans. 
Those  opposed  were  called  and  accepted 
the  name  of  Radical  Republican.  The 
former  quickly  allied  themselves  with  the 
Democrats,  and  thus  carried  the  State, 
though  Grant’s  administration  “stood  in” 
with  the  Radicals.  The  Liberal  movement 
rapidly  spread,  and  its  leaders  at  once 
began  to  lay  plans  to  carry  the  next  presi¬ 
dential  election.  Horace  Greeley  was 
nominated  for  President  and  B.  Gratz 
Brown  for  Vice-President.  The  Demo¬ 
cratic  convention  indorsed  these  nomina¬ 
tions,  but  a  few  dissatisfied  Democrats 
named  Charles  O’Conor  and  John  Quincy 
Adams.  The  Republicans  re-nominated 
General  Grant,  with  Henry  Wilson  for 
Vice-President.  The  Republicans  were 
overwhelmingly  successful,  not  so  much 
from  the  popularity  of  Grant  as  from  the 
unpopularity  of  Greeley.  This  stay-at- 
home  tendency  was  strikingly  illustrated  in 
Black  Hawk  County,  where  about  3,300 
votes  were  cast,  when  there  should  have 
been  over  4,000.  Grant  received  2,479 
votes;  Greeley,  809;  O’Conor,  23. 
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From  this  time  the  Democratic  strength 
has  slowly  increased  in  this  county.  In 
1873,  with  a  long  list  of  officers  to  be 
elected,  they  made  but  two  nominations, 
but  on  a  light  vote  they  polled  740  votes 
for  Governor.  The  election  of  1874  brought 
substantial  encouragement  to  the  minority 
party,  which  cast  about  1,300  votes.  The 
Republican  majorities  were  from  300  to 
900.  These  proportions  were  unchanged 
in  1875,  save  a  slight  Democratic  gain.  On 
a  fuller  vote  than  in  the  year  previous,  the 
Republicans  led  by  from  500  to  900  ballots. 

The  troubles  in  the  South  and  the  al¬ 
most  general  overthrow  of  the  “  carpet 
bag  ”  governments  impressed  all  with  the 
fact  that  the  presidential  election  of  1876 
would  be  exceedingly  close,  and  the  result 
confirmed  this  belief.  The  Republicans 
nominated  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  and  Will¬ 
iam  A.  Wheeler,  and  the  Democrats,  Sam¬ 
uel  J.  Tilden  and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks. 
A  third  party  had  sprung  into  existence, 
called  at  first  “  Greenbackers,”  but  latterly 
“  National  Greenbackers,”  who  desired  to 
relieve  the  financial  crisis  of  1873  and  the 
hard  times  following  by  a  large  issue  of 
irredeemable  paper  money.  They  nomi¬ 
nated  Peter  Cooper  and  Samuel  F.  Cary. 
After  a  contest  for  months  over  the  returns 
of  this  election,  Hayes  was  declared  elected. 
The  vote  in  this  county  was  :  Hayes,  2,980; 
Tilden,  i,5925  Cooper,  40.  The  average 
Democratic  vote  throughout  the  ticket  was 
1,600;  Republican,  3,000. 

In  1877,  for  State  and  county  officers, 
about  3,250  votes  were  cast  in  the  county. 
Both  parties  made  full  lists  of  nominations, 
and  the  Republican  majority  ranged  from 
700  to  1,000.  Judge  Foote,  running  for  au¬ 
ditor,  received  1,264  votes  more  than  his 
competitor.  In  1878  the  highest  majority 
was  908,  which  C.  B.  Stilson  received  for 
recorder.  In  1879  about  3,800  votes  were 
cast  for  a  full  ticket  of  State  and  county 
officers,  and  the  Republican  plurality 
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ranged  from  1,160  to  1,435.  The  National 
party,  or  Greenbackers,  for  the  first  time 
made  nominations  for  the  leading  county 
offices.  Their  highest  vote  was  192,  for 
treasurer.  For  State  officers  the  Prohibi¬ 
tionists  also  had  a  ticket  in  the  field,  which 
received  144  votes  in  this  county. 

The  year  1880  brought  with  it  another 
presidential  election.  The  nominees  were: 
Republican,  James  A.  Garfield  and  Chester 
A.  Arthur;  Democratic,  Winfield  S.  Han¬ 
cock  and  William  H.  English ;  National 
Greenback,  James  B.  Weaver.  The  Re¬ 
publicans  won,  largely  owing  to  the  issue 
of  a  protective  tariff.  The  vote  in  Black 
Hawk  County  was  4,650,  Garfield’s  plural¬ 
ity  being  1,455.  The  National  vote  was  70, 
and  that  of  the  Prohibitionists  5. 

A  full  ticket  of  State  and  county  officers 
was  before  the  people  in  1881,  and  although 
an  active  canvass  was  made,  but  half  the 
voters  came  to  polls.  The  Republican  plu¬ 
rality  was  958,  for  Governor  and  about  the 
same  throughout  the  list.  At  the  special 
election  in  June,  1882,  for  the  prohibition 
amendment,  Black  Hawk  County  gave  an 
affirmative  majority  of  471.  In  November, 
1882,  the  Democrats  made  astonishing 
gains  throughout  the  Northern  States,  and 
in  a  less  degree  here.  Though  only  a  con¬ 
gressman,  two  district  officers  and  two  coun¬ 
ty  officers  were  to  be  chosen,  4,000  votes 
were  cast;  the  Republican  plurality  for 
congressman  was  1,093.  There  was  no  op¬ 
position  for  county  officers.  In  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1883  occurred  the  memorable  joint 
canvass  of  the  three  candidates  for  Govern¬ 
or — Sherman,  Kinne  and  Weaver.  A  full 
vote  was  brought  out,  and  yet  the  Repub¬ 
lican  plurality  was  reduced  to  701,  the  low¬ 
est  for  many  years  at  a  general  election." 
Seven  county  officers  were  chosen  by  ma¬ 
jorities  ranging  from  469  to  931. 

For  1884  the  nominations  for  President 
and  Vice-President  were:  Democratic, 
Grover  Cleveland  and  Thomas  A.  Hen- 
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dricks;  Republican,  James  G.  Blaine  and 
John  A.  Logan;  National,  Benjamin  F.  But¬ 
ler;  Prohibition,  John  P.  St.  John.  The 
campaign  was  a  very  bitter  and  disagree¬ 
able  one,  and  will  be  remembered  with  lit¬ 
tle  pride.  The  issue  was  partly  personal, 
but  Cleveland  was  elected  principally  on 
demand  for  civil-service  reform.  Blaine 
has  always  been  very  popular  in  Iowa,  and 
hence  the  Republicans  gained  considerably 
over  the  1880  vote,  giving  Blaine  a  plurali¬ 
ty  of  1,073.  The  total  vote  was  5,254,  of 
which  Blaine  received  3,157;  Cleveland, 
2,084;  St.John,  8;  Butler,  5.  The  insignif¬ 
icance  of  the  National  and  Prohibition  vote 
is  worthy  of  remark. 

The  Republican  plurality  for  Governor  in 
1885  was  839,  a  very  large  vote  being  cast. 
The  county  officers  received  slightly  better 
figures,  Auditor  Foote’s  majority,  the  high¬ 
est  of  the  list,  being  1,008. 

Elections  in  Black  Hawk  County  have 
been  uniformly  orderly,  and  the  political 
campaigns  conducted  in  a  manner  which, 
while  in  no  means  perfect  in  decorum  and 
propriety,  is  rarely  seen  in  other  counties 
of  equal  population  and  containing  such 
heterogeneous  elements  of  population. 

ABSTRACT  OF  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

On  the  following  pages  are  given  the 
election  returns  from  1854  to  1885,  showing 
the  vote  for  all  candidates  for  county  and 
district  offices,  as  also  for  the  head  of  the 
State  ticket,  and  for  President : 

AUGUST,  1854. 

Governor. 

James  W.  Grimes .  191  38 

Curtis  Bates .  153 

Senator . 

William  W.  Hamilton .  177  10 

David  S.  Wilson .  167 

Representative . 

J.  W.  Rogers .  188  45 

M.  V.  Burdick .  143 

Congressman. 

James  Thornton .  191  38 

Stephen  Hempstead  .  153 


104 


124 


128 


80 


79 


42 


81 


90 


APRIL,  1855. 

Prosecuting  Attorney. 

John  Randall .  354 

A.  F.  Bro.vn .  250 

Drainage  Commissioner . 

Thomas  R.  Points .  358 

Benjamin  Winsett .  234 

County  Seat. 

Waterloo. .  388 

Cedar  Falls .  260 
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Senator. 

John  H.  Leavitt . I»37° 

S.  Owens . 1,143 

Representatives. 

George  B.  Van  Saum . 1,658 

Cicero  Close . 1,395 

O.  M.  Hayden  . 1,048 

A.  T.  Webster .  t. . .  462 

A.  Cottrell .  445 

Treasurer. 

R.  A.  Whitaker . 1)657 

J.  M.  Benjamin . 882 

A  uditor. 

D.  W.  Foote.... . 1,932 

Sheriff. 

W.  F.  Brown . 1,777 

R.  W.  Chapman .  765 

County  Superintendent. 

W.  H.  Brinkerhoff . 1,542 

A.  H.  Nye .  787 

Surveyor. 

John  Ball . 1  >77^ 

C.  G.  Ankeny .  653 

Coroner. 

W.  O.  Richards . 1,689 

Ed.  Lichty .  660 

Supervisors. 

A.  T.  Weatherwax . 1,686 

George  F.  W ard .  640 

A.  Rohrabacher .  187 

NOVEMBER,  1872. 
President. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant . 2>479 

Horace  Greeley .  £09 

Charles  O’Conor .  23 

Congressman. 

H.  O.  Pratt  . 2,401 

A.  T.  Lusch .  949 

Circuit  Judge. 

Sylvester  Bagg .  2,084 

H.  B.  Allen . 1,232 

District  Judge. 

David  S.  Wilson . 2,443 

B.  W.  Poor . 904 

District  Clerk. 

J.  C.  Gates .  .  2,501 

J.  J.  Tolerton .  832 

Recorder. 

C.  B.  Stilson . 2*561 

O.  G.  Day  .  800 

Supervisor. 

A.  T.  Webster . 2,541 

J.  Q.  A.  Crosby .  807 

OCTOBER,  1873. 

Governor. 

Cyrus  C.  Carpenter .  1,613 

Jacob  G.  Vale .  740 


227 


1,213 

347 


775 


1, 932 


1,012 


755 


1,123 


1,029 


1,046 


1,670 


i*452 


852 


i*539 


1,669 


1,761 


,734 


873 


Lieutenant-Governor . 

Joseph  Dysart . 1,600 

C.  E.  Whiting .  597 

C.  E.  Whitney  . .  150 

Senator. 

Edward  G.  Miller . 1,262 

Samuel  H.  Rownd . I,°83 

Representatives. 

Charles  B.  Campbell . 1,316 

Robert  P.  Speer. . . I»239 

Samuel  Owens . 1,100 

G.  W.  Howard .  991 

Supervisors. 

H.  W.  Jenney . 1,385 

H.  P.  Homer .  997 

Nelson  Hitchcock . 2,270 

D.  P.  Washburn. . . 1,414 

Elon  St.  John .  968 

Henry  J.  McCord . 1,273 

Andrew  Sutherland . I,°47 

Caleb  May . 1,215 

Wm.  H.  Philpot . 1,063 

Auditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 2,290 

Treasurer. 

R.  A.  Whitaker . 2,278 

County  Superintendent. 

A.  F.  Townsend. . . 2,254 

Sheriff. 

George  W.  Hayzlett . I,II9 

Andrew  Thompson .  816 

Morris  Case .  415 

Surveyor. 

E.  Rodenberger . 2,283 

Coroner. 

G.  J.  Mack .  1,273 

A.  J.  Ball .  597 

J.  M.  Ball .  300 

OCTOBER,  1874. 

Congressman. 

J.  Bowman .  1,621 

H.  O.  Pratt . 1,335 

District  Judge. 

D.  S.  Wilson . 1,814 

E.  McCeney . 1,220 

District  Attorney. 

J.  B.  Powers . 1,760 

J.  A.  Peters . 1,270 

Clerk  of  Courts. 

J.  C.  Gates . 1,758 

W.  L.  Carpenter . 1,301 

Recorder. 

C.  B.  Stilson . !,976 

W.  H.  White . 1,083 

Supervisors. 

J.  C.  Burnham .  260 

A.  T.  Weatherwax . 274 

Wm.  Rolph .  176 

L.  F.  Walker .  220 
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OCTOBER,  1875. 

Governor. 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood . .  2,103 

Shepherd  Leffler . 1,294 

Lieutenant-  Governor. 

Joshua  G.  Newbold . 2,107 

Emmett  B.  Woodward . . 1,309 

Representatives. 

Herman  C.  Hemenway . 2,070 

Harlan  P.  Homer . 2,029 

Frederick  F.  Butler . 1,366 

Carlton  F.  Couch . 1,365 

Auditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 2,261 

Hutchison  M.  Smith . M57 

Treasurer. 

David  B.  Washburn . 1,930 

AugustC.  Bratnober . 1,470 

Sheriff. 

George  W.  Hayzlett . . 2,161 

Andrew  Thompson . 1,248 

County  S uperintendent. 

James  S.  George . 2,104 

Albert  U.  Evarts . 1,296 

Surveyor. 

Edwin  Rodenberger .  ....  2,102 

Hardin  Nowlin . 1  321 

Coroner. 

Walter  O.  Richards . 2,051 

Joseph  A.  Burt . 1,361 

Supervisors. 

Jefferson  Jaquith .  167 

Urias  Casteel .  13S 

John  Tennyson .  IOi 

Caleb  May .  ogr 

William  Morris .  265 

Henry  J.  McCord .  167 

Aa  on  Chaplin  .  133 

NOVEMBER,  1876. 
President. 

Rutherford  B.  Hayes . 2,980 

Samuel  J.  Tilden . 1,592 

Peter  Cooper .  40 

Congressman. 

Nathaniel  C.  Deering . 2,986 

Cyrus  Foreman . 1,636 

Circuit  Judge. 

Sylvester  Bagg . 3,027 

A.  E.  House .  1,362 

Supervisors. 

H.  W.  Jenney  .  430 

George  F.  Ward. .  ^9 

B.  F.  Rodamar .  ^rr 

George  W.  Wilson . . . .  ‘  20^ 

John  McQuilkin . 392 

J.  C.  Burnham .  296 

Clerk  of  Courts. 

John  C.  Gates . 2018 

J.  P.  Keefer . ^,592 

Recorder. 

C.  B.  Stilson . OI2 

E.  K.  McGoggy . 1,603 
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798 


705 

663 


1,104 

460 

913 

808 

781 

690 

29 

120 

T4 


1,388 

i>35o 

M65 

241 

J54 

96 

1,426 

1,409 


OCTOBER,  1877. 
Governor. 

John  H.  Gear . 1,780 

John  P.  Irish . 1,111 

Elias  Jessup .  244 

Daniel  P.  Stubbs .  95 

Lieutenant-  Governor. 

Frank  T.  Campbell . 2,069 

W.C.  James . 1,065 

A.  Macready .  TII 

Senator. 

Herman  C.  Hemenway  % . 2,055 

Jefferson  Jaquith . 1,186 

Representatives . 

Jeremiah  Gay . 2,067 

Lore  Alford . 1,927 

Henry  H.  Bezold . 1,243 

Benjamin  Winsett . 1,048 

J.  C.  Burnham. . . .  133 

Auditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 2,221 

William  Strayer .  937 

Treasurer. 

Daniel  P.  Washburn . 2,031 

Joseph  H.  Mead . 1,081 

George  Tuthill. . . . 120 

Sheriff. 

George  W.  Hayzlett .  1,970 

Daniel  R.  Weaver . 1,267 

Cou7ity  Superintendent. 

James  S.  George . 2,025 

E.  M.  Sharon . 11,167 

Comity  Surveyor. 

E  Rodenberger . 2,058 

Isaac  Giger . 1,179 

Coroner. 

Walter  O.  Richards . 2,009 

O.  S.  Knox . 1,202 

Supervisor. 

Samuel  Owens .  447 

Andrew  Thompson .  134 

OCTOBER,  1878. 

District  Judge. 

Sylvester  Bagg . 2,100 

J.  H.  Preston .  1,421 

District  Attorney. 

Joseph  B.  Powers . 2,088 

H.  B.  Fouke . 1,433 

Clerk  of  Courts. 

John  C.  Gates . 2,194 

George  W.  Barnes . 1,371 

Recorder. 

Chester  B.  Stilson . 2,226 

A.  Leversee . 1,318 

Supervisors. 

Thomas  Welstead .  258 

Jefferson  Jaquith .  204 

E.  Townsend .  377 

M.J.  Philleo .  187 

Wallace  M.  Young .  243 

Elon  St.John .  189 
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1,004 
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OCTOBER,  1879. 

Governor. 

John  II.  Gear . 2,334 

H.  H.  Trimble . 1 , 1 74 

Daniel  Campbell  .  17S 

D.  B.  Dungan .  144 

Lieutenant-  Governor. 

Frank  T.  Campbell . 2,49s 

J.  A.  O.  Yeoman . 1,165 

M.  H.  Moore .  183 

Circuit  Judge. 

Benjamin  W.  Lacy .  2,453 

Represe  ntatives. 

Lore  Alford . 2,442 

Jeremiah  L.  Gay . 2,424 

Martin  Blim . 1,207 

S.  L.  Wilson . 1,148 

H.  S tears .  186 

Jesse  D.  Oren .  181 

Auditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 2,534 

John  Ortner . 1,122 

George  Tuthill .  173 

T reasurer. 

David  B.  Washburn . >2,511 

W.  S.  Dietrick . 1,120 

A.  C.  Torrey .  192 

Sheriff. 

George  W.  Hayzlett . 2,540 

Levi  Strayer. . 1,105 

D.  C.  Henry .  182 

County  Sjiperintendent. 

Wilford  M.  Smith . 2,567 

Ella  Rice . 1,234 

Surveyor. 

E.  Rodenberger . 2,407 

M.  L.  Newton . 1,280 

Coroner. 

J.  M.  Bail  . 2,349 

J.  W.  Young . 1,376 

Supervisors. 

George  W.  Miller .  334 

Michael  Reber .  155 

B.  J.  Rodamar .  317 

Thomas  Heitter. . .  140 

John  McQuilkin .  298 

J.  C.  Burnham .  231 

NOVEMBER,  1880. 
President. 

James  A.  Garfield . . . 3,014 

Winfield  S.  Hancock . 1  »559 

James  B.  Weaver .  70 

Neal  Dow .  5 

Circuit  Judge. 

Benjamin  W.  Lacy . 3,033 

Shubael  P.  Adams . 1,586 

Congressman. 

Nathaniel  C.  Deering . 3,013 

Joseph  S.  Root .  1,533 

M.  B.  Doolittle .  183 

E.  J.  Dean .  10 


1,160 


i,333 


2,453 


1,294 

1,217 


,412 


J,39r 


L435 


L333 

1,127 

973 

179 

177 

67 


L455 


L447 


1,480 


Con stitutional  Convcn tion . 

No .  ...  1,962 

Yes .  853 

Striking  out  “  free  "white .” 

Yes . 1,930 

No .  802 

Clerk  of  Courts. 

Albert  J.  Edwards  . 3,026 

Clark  W.  Ravlin . 1,575 

Recorder. 

Chester  B.  Stilson . 3,048 

Warren  H.  Cottrell . 1 ,574 

Supervisor. 

Samuel  Owens .  584 

John  H.  Smith .  248 

OCTOBER,  1881. 

Governor. 

Buren  R.  Sherman . 1,676 

L.  G.  Kinne .  718 

D.  M.  Clark . .  58 

Wm.  Johnston .  6 

Lieutenant-  Governor. 

Orlando  H.  Manning . 1,669 

J.  M.  Walker .  731 

James  H.  Holland .  58 

J.  M.  Kent .  5 

Senator. 

Herman  C.  Hemenway . 1,646 

H.  H.  Bezold .  801 

Representatives. 

Charles  A.  Bishop . 1,668 

Thomas  Welstead . 1,529 

Martin  Blim .  847 

William  H.  Palmer. . .  .  845 

Auditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 1,707 

Philip  Bonesteel .  714 

Treasurer. 

Frank  M.  Shoemaker . 1,789 

Austin  Leversee .  769 

Sheriff. 

George  W.  Hayzlett . 1,703 

Jefferson  Sager .  695 

County  Superintendent. 

Loren  E.  Churchill . 1,667 

Benson  Crownover .  741 

Surveyor. 

Martin  L.  Newton . 2,4°7 

Coroner. 

Henry  W.  Brown  . 1,660 

J.  W.  Young .  774 

Supervisors. 

George  Tuthill .  191 

Milton  J.  Finch .  143 

Milton  Philleo .  202 

Isaac  M.  Reed . 186 

Charles  B.  Campbell .  159 

John  Hanton .  154 

JUNE,  1882. 

Prohibitory  Amendment. 

Yes . 2,226 

No .  1,755 
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NOVEMBER,  1882. 
Congressman. 

David  B.  Henderson . 2,5:46 

C.  M.  Durham . . 

Roswell  Foster .  V16 

District  Judge. 

Carl  F.  Couch . 2,352 

Joseph  B.  Powers . B705 

District  Attorney. 

Daniel  W.  Bruckart  . 2,389 

James  H.  Shields. . l,7l7 

Clerk  of  Courts. 

Albert  J.  Edwards . 3,570 

Recorder. 

Chester  B.  Stilson . 3,610 

Supervisors. 

Frank  Neely .  cn<n 

J.  M.  Lichty .  255 

JohnS.  Halley .  253 

John  McQuilkin .  ^02 

D.  B.  Fox .  236 

Poor  Farm  Appropriation. 

J°  . 1,652 

Yes . 1,125 

OCTOBER,  1883. 

Governor. 

Buren  R.  Sherman . 3qc 

L.  G.  Kinne  . ’  ^694 

James  B.  Weaver .  45 

Lieutenant-Governor . 

Orlando  H.  Manning . 2,407 

Justus  Clark . i’,6S6 

Sanford  Kirkpatrick .  43 

Representative. 

George  W.  Hayzlett .  2  303 

E.  M.  Sharon . I,739 

A  uditor. 

Daniel  W.  Foote . 2.512 

Austin  Leversee . 1,626 

Treasurer. 

Frank  M.  Shoemaker . 2.520 

Amasa  Cottrell . T589 

Sheriff. 

Wm.  W.  Edgington  . 2,386 

X).  B.  Stanton. . 1,723 

County  Superintendent. 

Loren  E.  Churchill . 283 

A.  A.  Hatch . 1,814 

Surveyor. 

John  Ball . 2  3C4 

M.  L.  Newton. , . . . B783 

Coroner. 

James  M.  Ball . 3qi 

J.  W.  Young... . * _ i’73S 

Supervisor. 

Samuel  Owens .  it  ^3^ 

NOVEMBER,  1884. 

President. 

James  O' .  Blaine,.,.....,,,. . .  3  157 

Grover  Cleveland . .  2  084 

John  P.  St.  John .  ’  8 

Benjamin  F.  Butler . I!..*..*!.*..  5 

55 


,093 


647 


672 


3>57° 


3,610 


577 
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527 


701 


721 


654 


886 


93i 


663 


469 


57i 


656 


785 


I,°73 


Circuit  Judge. 

W.  H.  Utt . 
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Governor. 


William  Larrabee. 


Charles  E.  Whiting . 1  04^ 

James  Mickelwait .  ’  2 

Lieutenant-  Governor . 

T.  Hull . 2,797 


John  A. 

E.  H.  Gillette 
Wm.  M.  Steere 


Senator. 


Matt  Parrott. 
A.  T.  Lusch. 
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Represen  tative. 
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T. 
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Coroner. 
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James  M.  Ball,  Sr . 70 

O.  J.  Fullerton  . ^979 

Supervisors. 

Frank  Neely..., .  42 ^ 

J.  L.  Hagerman .  2o6 
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George  W.  Hayzlett . 2,697  67c 
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Wm.  J.  Penne . i,855 

Treasurer. 

Franli  M  Shoemaker . . 2,787  8 
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Sheriff. 

W.  Edgington . 2,827 
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County  Superintendent. 
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John  Cunningham . 1,869 

Surveyor. 
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BOUT  daybreak  on 
the  1 2th  of  April,  1861, 
the  stillness  of  Charles¬ 
ton  Bay  was  disturbed 
by  the  firing  of  a  large 
mortar  and  the 
shriek  of  a  shell  as  it 
rushed  through  the  air.  The 
shell  burst  over  Fort  Sumter, 
and  the  war  of  the  great  Re¬ 
bellion  was  begun.  In  the 
North  the  hope  had  been  tena¬ 
ciously  clung  to  that  the  peace 
of  the  country  was  not  to  be 
disturbed.  This  dream  was  rude¬ 
ly  broken  by  the  siege  of  Fort 
Sumter.  The  North  awakened  suddenly 
to  the  awful  certainty  that  civil  war  was 
begun.  There  was  a  deep  feeling  of  indig¬ 
nation  at  the  traitors  who  were  willing  to 
ruin  their  country  that  slavery  might  be 
secure.  There  was  a  full  appreciation  of 
the  danger,  and  an  instant  universal  deter¬ 
mination  that,  at  whatever  cost,  the  nation¬ 
al  life  must  be  preserved.  Personal  sacri¬ 
fice  was  unconsidered;  individual  interests 
were  merged  in  the  general  good.  Politi¬ 
cal  difference,  ordinarily  so  bitter,  was  for 
the  time  almost  effaced.  Nothing  was  of 
interest  but  the  question  how  this  audacious 
rebellion  was  to  be  suppressed  and  the 
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American  nation  upheld  in  the  great  place 
which  it  claimed  among  men. 

Two  days  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter, 
Mr.  Lincoln  intimated  by  proclamation  the 
dishonor  done  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  called  out  the  militia  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  75,000  men.  The  free  States  re¬ 
sponded  enthusiastically  to  the  call.  So 
prompt  was  their  action  that  on  the  very 
next  day  several  companies  arrived  in 
Washington.  Flushed  by  their  easily  won 
victory,  the  Southrons  talked  boastfully  of 
seizing  the  capital.  In  a  very  short  time 
there  were  50,000  loyal  men  ready  to  pre¬ 
vent  that,  and  the  safety  of  Washington  was 
secured. 

The  North  pushed  forward  with  bound¬ 
less  energy  her  warlike  preparations.  Rich 
men  offered  money  with  so  much  liberality 
that  in  a  few  days  nearly  $25,000,000  had 
been  contributed.  The  school  teachers  of 
Boston  dedicated  fixed  proportions  of  their 
incomes  to  the  support  of  the  Government 
while  the  war  should  last.  All  over  the 
country  the  excited  people  gathered  them¬ 
selves  into  crowded  meetings  and  breathed 
forth  in  fervid  resolutions  their  determina¬ 
tions  to  spend  fortune  and  life  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  Volunteer  companies  were 
rapidly  formed.  In  the  cities  ladies  began 
to  organize  themselves  for  the  relief  of  sick 
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and  wounded  soldiers.  It  had  been  fabled 
that  the  North  would  not  fight.  With  a 
fiery  promptitude  unknown  before  in  mod¬ 
ern  history,  the  people  sprang  to  arms. 

Under  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for 
75,000  volunteers,  the  quota  of  Iowa  was 
fixed  at  one  regiment.  The  response  was 
prompt  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and 
from  none  more  hearty  than  from  Black 
Hawk  County.  Iowa  proved  herself  the 
peer  of  any  loyal  State.  The  proclamation 
of  her  Governor,  responsive  to  that  of  the 
President,  calling  for  volunteers  to  compose 
her  First  Regiment,  was  issued  on  the 
fourth  day  after  the  fall  of  Sumter.  At  the 
end  of  only  a  single  week,  men  enough  were 
reported  to  be  in  quarters  (mostly  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  their  own  homes)  to  fill  the  regi¬ 
ment.  These,  however,  were  hardly  more 
than  a  tithe  of  the  number  who  had  been 
offered  by  company  commanders  for  ac¬ 
ceptance-  under  the  President’s  call.  So 
urgent  were  these  offers  that  the  Governor 
requested  (on  the  24th  of  April)  permission 
to  organize  an  additional  regiment.  While 
awaiting  an  answer  to  this  request,  he  con¬ 
ditionally  accepted  a  sufficient  number  of 
companies  to  compose  two  additional  regi¬ 
ments.  In  a  short  time,  he  was  notified 
that  both  of  these  would  be  accepted.  Soon 
after  the  completion  of  the  Second  and 
Third  regiments  (which  was  near  the  close 
of  May),  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State 
reported  that  upward  of  170  companies  had 
been  tendered  to  the  Governor  to  serve 
against  the  enemies  of  the  Union. 

Black  Hawk  County  had  at  this  timeless 
than  9,000  inhabitants.  With  a  population 
mainly  devoted  to  agriculture,  who  knew 
nothing  of  war  except  by  history  or  tradi¬ 
tion,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  a 
warlike  spirit  would  soon  disturb  the 
peaceful  population.  But  we  know  little 
of  the  fire  that  slumbers  in  quiet  breasts  un¬ 
til  occasion  calls  it  forth.  Immediately 
after  the  news  was  flashed  through  this 


county  that  civil  war  was  begun,  public 
excitement  ran  so  high  that  it  could  no 
longer  confine  itself  to  promiscuous  ex¬ 
pression  about  the  street  corners,  and  peo¬ 
ple  held  informal  and  formal  meetings  in 
the  city  halls  and  country  school-houses 
everywhere. 

A  volunteer  military  company  had  been 
organized  at  Cedar  Falls  in  February,  1861, 
with  J.  B.  Smith  as  Captain;  C.  D.  Billings, 
First  Lieutenant;  W.  Francis,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  F.  Sessions,  C.  H.  Mullarky, 
W.  Hamel,  F.  H.  Cooper,  Sergeants; 
William  McCoy,  John  Brown,  George  Le- 
land,  J.  Rosenbaum,  Corporals.  The  com¬ 
pany  bore  on  its  roster  sixty  names.  The 
name  adopted  was  “  Pioneer  Grays.”  Late 
in  April,  1861,  the  Pioneer  Graj^s  began  to 
prepare  for  marching  to  the  front,  under 
the  following  order: 

“Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
“Iowa  City,  April  18,  1861. 
uf-  B.  Smith,  Captain  of  the  Pioneer  Grays: 

“  Sir — The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  made  a  requisition  upon  Iowa  for  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  volunteers,  to  defend  the  Govern¬ 
ment  against  traitors  and  rebels  in  arms. 

“  The  Governor  has  directed  me  to  call 
on  you,  and  to  request  you  to  fill  up  your 
ranks  to  the  number  of  not  less  than  sev¬ 
enty-eight  men,  including  officers  ;  and  if 
that  number  should  be  exceeded,  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  it.  When  your  number 
is  completed,  your  company  will  proceed 
to  elect  a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants, 
and  transmit  the  result  to  this  office,  when 
the  officers  will  be  immediately  commis¬ 
sioned. 

“  As  soon  as  your  company  is  organized 
and  officers  are  elected,  unless  you  get 
other  orders  from  the  Governor,  let  the 
men  go  home,  holding  themselves  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  march  at  a  moment’s  warning. 
They  must  be  at  the  rendezvous  by  the  20th 
of  May,  at  the  farthest,  and  may  be  called 
sooner  at  the  proper  time.  You  will  be 
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notified  when  and  where  to  meet  to  be  mus¬ 
tered  into  the  service,  and  will  be  furnished 
with  funds  for  all  expenses  from  that  time 
until  received  by  the  United  States  officers. 

“The  United  States  will  furnish  arms 
and  accouterments  for  the  use  of  the  regi¬ 
ment. 

“  1  am  very  respectfully  your  obedient 
servant, 

“J.  Bowen, 

“Adjutant-General  of  the  Militia  of  Iowa." 

The  company  met  at  their  armory  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th,  and  adopted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions  by  a  vote  of  fifty  to 
three: 

“Whereas,  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  peaceful  exercise  of 
its  rights,  has  been  threatened  by  rebellion 
and  insurrection  in  some  of  the  States,  by 
armed  mobs  seizing  the  Government  prop¬ 
erty  and  holding  it  in  defiance  of  law;  in 
refusing  in  those  States  to  execute  the 
laws  of  Congress,  made  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  attacking  their  army  when  peace¬ 
fully  occupying  their  forts  and  other  prop¬ 
erty,  and  destroying  the  same  ;  therefore, 

“Resolved,  ist ,  That  we  condemn  in  the 
severest  terms  the  actions  of  those  engaged 
in  the  insurrection,  and  all  who  sympathize 
with  them,  as  unpatriotic,  disloyal  and 
traitorous  to  the  country. 

“Resolved,  2d,  That  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  sustained  by  every  true 
and  loyal  citizen,  and  that  we  hereby  pledge 
ourselves  as  a  company  to  rally  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  at  any 
and  all  times  when  the  country  shall  need 
our  services. 

“Resolved,  3 d,  That  we  cheerfully  tender 
to  the  Governor  of  Iowa  the  services  of 
the  Pioneer  Grays,  at  such  times  as  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient  to  demand  our  aid, 
and  earnestly  entreat  him  to  accept  the 
same. 

“  Resolved ,  4th,  That  the  secretary  be  re¬ 


quested  to  forward  a  certified  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Kirk¬ 
wood,  Governor  of  the  State,  and  that  they 
be  published  in  the  Cedar  Falls  Gazette." 

A  large  national  flag,  bearing  the  motto, 
“Our  Flag  ;  We  Will  Defend  It,”  was  then 
hanging  across  the  street  by  a  cord  passing 
from  the  Carter  House  to  the  Overman 
Block.  When  the  resolutions  had  been 
adopted,  the  boys  marched  out,  formed  a 
square  under  the  flag  and  gave  three  cheers 
for  the  banner,  followed  by  three  more  for 
their  country.  A  piece  of  music  was 
played  by  the  cornet  band,  after  which  the 
crowd  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Grays — 
the  offering  of  Cedar  Falls  on  their  coun¬ 
try’s  altar. 

The  resolutions  given  above  were  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Governor  and  in  response  the 
following  was  received: 

“  Davenport,  April  24,  1861. 
“J.  Jay  Layman,  Esq.,  Cedar  Falls: 

“Dear  Sir — The  Governor  has  received 
a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  your  com¬ 
pany,  the  sentiments  of  which  he  instructs 
me  to  say,  he  highly  approves.  The  regi¬ 
ment  called  for  by  the  Government  has  al¬ 
ready  been  filled  up  and  accepted.  He  re¬ 
quests  me  to  say  that  you  should  report  to 
the  Adjutant-General’s  office  a  roll  of  your 
company,  and  to  hold  your  company  in 
readiness  for  a  future  call.  I  am  truly 
yours,  “J.  Bowen, 

“Adjutant  General." 

The  first  man  to  leave  Black  Hawk 
County  for  the  war  was  W.  J.  Steel,  of 
Cedar  Falls.  He  was  a  member  of  a  Chi¬ 
cago  cavalry  company,  which  had  been  ac¬ 
cepted  and  ordered  into  camp.  Learning 
that  he  was  ordered  to  rejoin  his  company, 
the  Grays  turned  out  and  escorted  him  to 
the  depot,  where  the  patriotic  good-by  was 
said  between  him  and  each  member  of  the 
Grays  as  the  train  came  in  that  was  to 
carry  him  to  scenes  of  war. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May  word  was  re- 
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ceived  from  the  Adjutant-General  that  the 
company  would  be  needed,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  was  at  once  issued  : 

“  Attention,  Grays ! — All  those  who  have 
enrolled  themselves'  with  the  Pioneer 
Grays,  of  Cedar  Falls,  are  hereby  notified 
that  they  must  report  themselves  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  once,  as  the  com¬ 
pany  should  drill  daily  until  the  time  of  de¬ 
parture.  The  citizens  of  the  town  are 
furnishing  a  fatigue  uniform  for  each  mem¬ 
ber.  The  company  will  positively  leave 
on  the  cars  Tuesday  morning,  June  4. 

“  J.  B.  Smith,  Captain. 

“  Fizroy  Sessions,  Orderly 

The  citizens  of  Cedar  Falls,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  raised  by  contribution  a  fund  to  assist 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  families  of  the 
volunteers.  This  fund  amounted  to  over 
$800 ;  and  the  uniform  fund,  an  independ¬ 
ent  movement,  reached  about  $300. 

Business,  in  the  meantime,  was  nearly 
suspended,  all  the  talk  of  the  people  being 
war,  all  their  occupation  recruiting,  getting 
up  clothing,  running  after  telegraph  dis¬ 
patches  and  reading  the  latest  daily  papers. 
Not  only  were  the  gentlemen  thus  occu¬ 
pied,  but  the  ladies  were  deeply  interested 
also.  In  .the  first  week  they  turned  with 
needle  and  thimble  to  making  clothing  to 
be  sent  to  those  who  had  left,  and  for  others 
to  follow.  Sunday  afternoon  Rev.  L.  B. 
Fifield  addressed  the  Grays  at  Overman’s 
Hall.  At  noon  on  Monday,  the  3d,  the  re¬ 
cruits  from  Waverly  and  vicinity  arrived, 
accompanied  by  350  citizens  from  that  town, 
and  were  received  in  front  of  the  Overman 
block.  At  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
Captain  M.  M.  Trumbull,  of  Butler  County, 
arrived  at  Cedar  Falls  with  his  company, 
the  Union  Guards,  and  for  a  time  each  com¬ 
mand  seemed  to  be  trying  to  outcheer  the 
other.  After  remaining  a  half  an  hour  the 
Butler  County  volunteers  resumed  their 
march  toward  Waterloo,  where  they  were 
joined  by  some  twenty-five  or  more  re¬ 


cruits.  These  were  enlisted  one  day  earlier 
than  the  Grays,  and  although  much  smaller 
in  numbers,  and  not  forming  a  complete 
organization,  deserve  the  credit  of  being 
the  first  body  of  volunteers  from  Black 
Hawk  County.  They  became  a  part  of 
Company  I,  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  G.  E. 
Eberhart  was  Second  Lieutenant,  and  when 
he  resigned,  May  1,  1862,  that  position  was 
filled  by  Daniel  W.  Foote,  afterward  coun¬ 
ty  judge  and  now  county  auditor. 

On  Monday  evening,  June  3,  another 
meeting  was  held  by  the  Grays  at  Over¬ 
man’s  Hall,  and  the  crowded  audience  was 
addressed  by  J.  B.  Powers,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Zimri  Streeter,  Darius  Allen, Esq.,  A.  J.  Felt, 
of  Bradford,  Rev.  Mr.  Porterfield  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  one  of  the  Floyd  County  volun¬ 
teers.  The  parting  address  was  made  by 
W.  H.  Nichols,  Esq. 

It  was  a  sadly  interesting  moment  when 
the  Grays  left  Cedar  Falls  on  Tuesday 
morning.  Not  only  the  whole  city,  but 
hundreds  from  the  country  flocked  in  to 
see  the  soldiers  off.  Not  less  than  5,000 
people  were  assembled  for  the  farewell. 
One  touching  incident  was  a  type  of  many, 
and  illustrates  the  unanimous  sentiment  of 
the  people.  A  wife,  whose  sobbing  chil¬ 
dren  were  clinging  to  her  skirts,  entreated 
her  husband  not  to  go.  Three  men  stand¬ 
ing  by  each  begged  the  brave  fellow  to  let 
him  take  his  place,  but  with  patriotic  forti¬ 
tude  he  gently  released  his  almost  fainting 
wife  and  boarded  the  train.  This  moved 
out  amid  shouts  and  sobs,  and  the  citizens 
sadly  turned  to  their  usual  employments. 

The  Grays  became  Company  K,  Third 
Iowa  Infantry.  If  they  were  sent  away 
with  sadness  of  heart,  caused  by  the  reflec¬ 
tion  that  they  had  left  hosts  of  true  friends 
behind  them,  they  were  fully  recompensed 
by  their  reception  on  their  arrival- at  home 
on  Saturday,  April  2,  1864,  nearly  three 
years  after  their  departure.  A  brief  address 
was  made  at  the  depot  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Eber- 
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hart,  after  which  the  veterans  marched  to 
Overman’s  Hall,  where  they  were  formally 
welcomed  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Fiheld,  who,  for 
the  town,  had  dedicated  them  to  their 
country’s  service.  A  bountiful  supper  was 
then  served  by  the  patriotic  women  at 
Cedar  Falls,  at  Horticultural  Hall,  and  at 
its  close  the  boys  felt  that  for  them  the 
“  days  of  danger,  nights  of  waking,”  were 
over  and  done. 

The  first  companies  were  followed  by 
others  as  called  for,  and  until  the  close  of 
war  Black  Hawk  continued  to  pour  forth 
its  best  blood  for  the  Union  cause.  In  all, 
about  i,ooo  men  were  cred’ted  to  this  coun¬ 
ty,  or  more  than  io  per  cent,  of  its  popu¬ 
lation.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  from 
time  to  time  took  appropriate  action  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Government,  hasten  enlist¬ 
ments  and  aid  the  families  of  volunteers. 
At  the  June  session,  1861,  at  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war,  the  following  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Jesse  Wasson  and  unanimously 
adopted : 

“  Whereas,  Certain  States  of  this  Union 
are  in  rebellion  against  the  laws  and  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
force  of  arms  are  attempting  to  subvert  our 
beloved  institutions ;  and,  whereas,  this  re¬ 
bellion  has  become  so  extensive  and  formid¬ 
able  as  to  seriously  threaten  the  very  ex¬ 
istence  of  our  national  institutions ;  and, 
whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  view  of  the  imminent  perils  which  now 
hang  over  the  nation,  has  called  upon  all 
good,  loyal  citizens  to  defend  the  Union, 
assist  in  executing  the  laws  and  protect  the 
nation’s  property  ;  therefore, 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  strong  arm  of  nation¬ 
al  power  should  crush  all  such  attempts  at 
treason, even  at  the  cannon’s  mouth,  and  that 
the  time  has  now  come  to  solve  the  problem 
whether  we  have  a  Government  capable  of 
sustaining  itself  against  its  foes ;  that  all 
good  and  loyal  citizens  should  heartily 
unite  to  defend  the  Union  against  the  at¬ 


tacks  of  its  enemies,  whether  foreign  or 
domestic;  that  every  order-loving  and  law- 
abiding  citizen  should  regard  as  enemies 
the  citizens  of  all  the  seceded  States  while 
in  arms  against  the  Government ;  and  not 
until  they  have  returned  to  their  former  al¬ 
legiance  and  made  restitution  for  these  ag¬ 
gressions  will  we  hail  them  as  we  have 
heretofore  done  ;  that  we  look  at  the  una¬ 
nimity  that  now  prevails  throughout  all  the 
loyal  States  of  this  Union  in  the  present 
crisis,  with  joy,  and  that  in  the  suppression 
of  this  rebellion  we  will  not  act  as  partisans 
but  as  patriots ,  as  good  loyal  citizens  ;  for¬ 
getting  all  proclivities,  we  will  stand  by  the 
Ship  of  State ,  the  Constitution  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  laws ,  and  by  no  act  of 
ours  will  we  show  sympathy  with  treason , 
nor  will  we  allow  it  to  go  unpunished,  but 
will  do  our  utmost  to  transmit  the  fair  fabric 
of  our  beloved  institutions  to  the  remotest 
posterity ;  that  we  believe  the  best  and  only 
sure  remedy  for  treason  and  rebellion,  now 
so  prevalent  in  some  States  in  this  Union, 
is  powder  and  lead  for  the  ranks  and  hemp 
for  the  leaders. 

“  That  we  will  sustain  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  his  efforts  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws  and  our  national 
existence;  that  we  will  sustain  the  Governor 
of  this  State  in  the  prompt  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  responded  to  the 
call  of  the  National  Government;  that  we 
will  march  under  no  other  banner  but  the 
Stars  and  Stripes ;  that  we  will  know  no 
other  country  but  the  Union  ;  that  we  will 
carry  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  through¬ 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Union 
until  it  spreads  its  fluttering  folds  over  the 
battlements  of  Fort  Sumter,  retrieved  in 
honor  and  its  glory  untarnished.” 

These  resolutions  read  to-day  as  if  un¬ 
necessarily  warm  in  temper,  but  we  must 
consider  the  excitement  that  pervaded  the 
very  atmosphere  in  1861.  On  the  same 
date  that  these  resolutions  were  adopted 
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the  board  passed  a  resolution  appropriat¬ 
ing  $500  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of 
volunteers  who  had  enlisted  or  should  enlist 
during  the  progress  of  the  strife.  The 
clerk  reported  October  15,  1861,  that  $110 
had  been  drawn  for  said  purposes,  where¬ 
upon  Dr.  Wasson  moved  the  further  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $110  to  be  added  to  the  orig¬ 
inal  appropriation,  which  was  carried. 

A  special  session  of  the  board  was  held 
August  22,  1861,  at  which  resolutions  ex¬ 
pressing  the  most  patriotic  sentiments  were 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
by  them  it  was  made  the  duty  of  each  su¬ 
pervisor  to  ascertain  the  wants  and  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  wives  and  families  of  volun¬ 
teers  in  their  respective  townships,  and 
upon  his  report  relief  was  to  be  furnished 
such  families  by  the  county,  the  maximum 
amount  not  to  exceed  $5  per  month  for  the 
wife  and  $1.50  for  each  child. 

The  following  resolution  was  read  by  the 
clerk  at  the  September  meeting,  1862, 
having  been  passed  at  a  mass  meeting  held 
in  Waterloo  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this 
meeting  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Black  Hawk  County  should  make  an  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $5  per  month  to  the  family 
of  each  volunteer  in  the  county,  and  that 
the  clerk  be  requested  to  lay  this  resolu¬ 
tion  before  the  board  at  their  next  ses¬ 
sion.” 

This  was  referred  to  a  special  committee 
which  reported  favorably,  but  was  not 
adopted  by  the  board.  September  5,  1862, 
the  board  passed  a  resolution  which,  after 
its  various  amendments,  provided  for  the 
payment  of  $4.16  per  month  to  the  families 
of  soldiers,  excluding  commissioned  offi¬ 
cers.  At  the  October  session,  1862,  the 
clerk  reported  a  total  ol  $899.56  expended 
for  the  relief  of  soldiers’  families,  drawn 
by  townships  as  follows:  Waterloo,  $212.- 
16;  East  Waterloo,  $145.60 ;  Lester,  $30.12; 
Mount  Vernon,  $12.48  ;  Washington,  $12.- 


48  ;  Union,  $8.32  ;  Barclay,  $12.48  ;  Poyner, 
$37.44  ;  Fox,  $4.16  ;  Cedar,  $8.32  ;  Orange, 
$24.96  ;  Black  Hawk,  $16.64  5  Spring  Creek, 
$112.32;  Big  Creek,  $45.76;  Cedar  Falls 
$216.32. 

It  was  not  till  the  war  was  more  than 
half  over  that  it  became  necessary  to  offer 
bounties  for  enlistment.  December  7,  1863, 
the  board  ordered  a  bounty  of  $200  to  be 
paid  to  each  volunteer  who  had  enlisted  or 
should  enlist  under  the  then  last  call  for 
men.  January  6,  1864,  the  board  ordered 
that  families  receiving  the  $200  should  be 
excluded  from  receiving  aid  from  the  vol¬ 
unteer  fund.  September  6,  1864,  on  motion 
of  Byron  Sergeant,  the  clerk  was  authorized 
to  issue  county  warrants  to  veteran  volun¬ 
teers,  for  bounties  of  $200  each,  upon  the 
certificate  of  the  Captain,  or  any  officer  of 
higher  grade  than  Captain,  that  they  had 
enlisted  as  veteran  volunteers  and  been 
credited  to  Black  Hawk  previous  to  Janu¬ 
ary  7,  1864.  The  last  legislation  by  the 
board  with  reference  to  bounties  was  the 
passage  of  the  following  resolutions,  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1865: 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  clerk  of  this  board 
be  authorized,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to 
issue  a  county  warrant  for  $400  to  each 
volunteer  recruit  or  drafted  man,  who  shall 
enlist  or  be  drafted  under  the  present  call 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
300,000  men,  on  the  said  volunteer  or 
drafted  man  filing  with  said  clerk  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  Provost  Marshal  that  said 
volunteer  or  drafted  man  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  credited  to  the  county 
of  Black  Hawk. 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  clerk  of  this  board 
shall  not  issue  warrants  (for  the  said  pur¬ 
pose  of  paying  enlisted  volunteers  or 
drafted  men)  to  any  one  township  of  said 
county  of  Black  Hawk,  to  exceed  $400  for 
each  man  of  the  number  that  may  be  as¬ 
signed  to  each  of  the  several  townships,  but 
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issue  warrants  of  $400  to  each  man  of  the 
number  that  may  be  assigned  to  each  of 
the  several  townships,  and  raised  by  volun¬ 
teers  or  draft  and  complying  with  the  fore¬ 
going  resolution  by  presenting  a  certificate 
as  aforesaid." 

The  regiments  in  which  Black  Hawk 
County  was  most  largely  represented  were 
the  Third  (all  of  Company  K  and  part  of 
Company  I);  Ninth  (part  of  G,  and  also 
men  in  B,  C  and  1);  Twelfth  (all  of  E,  and 
also  men  in  B  and  F);  Sixteenth  (part  of  I, 
and  men  in  B,  Gand  H);  Twenty-first  (men 
in  A,  C,  E  and  F);  Thirty-first  (all  of  Com¬ 
panies  B,  C  and  D) ;  Thirty-second  (all  of 
Company  C,  and  men  in  B,  D,  E  and  G); 
First  Cavalry  (men  in  B,  G  and  L),  and 
Third  Battery,  Light  Artillery.  Histories 
of  these  organizations  are  given  below,  the 
length  of  the  sketches  being  somewhat 
proportioned  to  the  number  of  Black  Hawk 
volunteers  contained  in  each.  Men  from 
this  county  were  also,  in  less  numbers,  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  First,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh, 
Eighth,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Seven¬ 
teenth,  Eighteenth,  Nineteenth,  Twentieth, 
Thirty-eighth,  Thirty-ninth,  Forty-second, 
Forty-fourth  and  Forty-seventh  Infantry; 
Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh, 
Eighth  and  Ninth  Cavalrv,  First  African 
Infantry,  all  of  Iowa;  the  Engineer  Regi¬ 
ment  of  the  West;  the  Seventh  and  Ninth 
Illinois  Cavalry  ;  Second  Missouri  Cavalry; 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Eight¬ 
eenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

THIRD  INFANTRY. 

The  Third  Regiment  was  raised,  drilled 
and  sent  to  the  front  about  August  1,  1861. 
Its  first  engagement  was  at  Blue  Mills, 
Missouri,  September  18,  1861.  Fought 
gallantly  at  Shiloh  two  days,  the  second 
day  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Cusley, 
the  regimental  officers  being  off  duty  or 
wounded.  At  Metamora,  October  5,  1862, 
the  regiment  suffered  heavily.  On  its  way 


to  join  General  Grant,  before  Vicksburg, 
the  Third  was  attacked  by  guerrillas,  and 
had  fourteen  men  wounded.  Participated 
in  the  operations  at  Vicksburg.  July  12, 
1863,  it  went  into  battle  at  Johnson,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  with  241  men,  and  lost  114  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  Participated  in  the 
Meridian  expedition,  arriving  there  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  1864,  and  next  day  tore  up  fifteen 
miles  of  railroad.  Near  Atlanta,  did  good 
service,  July  28.  Greatly  reduced  in 
numbers,  the  survivors  re-enlisted,  form¬ 
ing  three  companies,  and  consolidated  with 
the  Second  Infantry. 

NINTH  INFANTRY. 

In  July,  1861,  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  Hon.  William  Vandever  tendered 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  a  regiment  of  volun¬ 
teers,  to  be  recruited  in  his  district.  His 
offer  was  accepted,  and  he  at  once  resigned, 
returned  to  Iowa  and  went  energetically  to 
work.  The  first  company  went  into  ren¬ 
dezvous  at  Dubuque,  early  in  August,  and 
the  regiment  was  raised  and  mustered  into 
service  September  24,  1861.  Immediately 
after  being  mustered  in,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  St.  Louis,  where  it  went  into 
camp  of  instructions  at  Benton  Barracks. 
In  October  it  was  assigned  to  railroad 
guard  duty.  January  22,  1862,  the  Ninth 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Southwest  at  Rolla, 
under  Brigadier-General  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 
and  was  made  a  portion  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  was  placed  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Colonel  Vandever.  The  army 
marched  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  General 
Price,  and  February  15  entered  Spring- 
field  ;  but  Price  was  gone,  and  Curtis  pur¬ 
sued.  At  a  skirmish  at  Sugar  Creek,  near 
the  line  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
the  Ninth  was  the  first  under  fire  and  be¬ 
haved  like  veterans,  charging  and  driving 
a  force  three  times  their  number.  March 
4,  Colonel  Vandever,  with  a  portion  of 
his  brigade,  went  to  Huntsville,  fifteen 
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miles,  and  while  here  received  dispatches 
from  General  Curtis  that  Price  had  been 
heavily  reinforced,  that  40,000  rebels, 
under  Van  Dorn,  were  advancing  north- 
ward,  and  ordering  him  to  rejoin  the 
army  at  Pea  Ridge,  at  once.  To  avoid  the 
rebel  army,  Colonel  Vandever  marched 
forty-one  miles  on  the  6th,  fording  White 
River  and  several  other  streams  on  the 
way,  arriving  at  headquarters  at  6  P.  M., 
and  participated  in  the  two  days’  battle  at 
Pea  Ridge.  The  brigades  commanded  by 
Colonel  Vandever  and  Colonel  Dodge 
stood  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  They  were 
handled  with  remarkable  skill  and  coolness, 
and  fought  with  a  valor  never  surpassed 
in  the  war  history  of  the  world.  “The 
Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa,”  says  General 
Curtis,  “  won  imperishable  honors.”  In  his 
report  of  the  battle,  Colonel  Vandever 
makes  especial  mention  of  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Herron,  Major  Coyle,  Adjutant  Will¬ 
iam  Scott,  Captains  Drips  (who  was  killed), 
Turner,  Bull,  Carpenter,  Bevins  (killed), 
Washburn,  Moore  and  Cankadden,  and 
Lieutenants  Kelsey,  Riley,  Jones,  Neff, 
Tindale,  Rice  (killed),  Baker,  Beebe,  Lever- 
ich,  Crane,  McGee,  McKinzie,  Fellows, 
Claflin  and  Inman,  and  Sergeant-Major 
Foster  of  the  Ninth.  The  regiment  went 
into  camp  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  about  the 
middle  of  July,  and  remained  five  months. 
December  28  and  29  the  regiment  was  un¬ 
der  fire  in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou. 
The  year  1864  was  brilliantly  commenced 
by  the  Ninth  by  the  campaign  of  Arkansas 
Post.  After  destroying  the  works  there, 
the  regiment  encamped  near  Young’s  Point, 
Louisiana,  for  many  weary  weeks.  The 
regiment  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicks¬ 
burg;  was  a  part  of  Sherman’s  army  in 
pursuit  of  Joe  Johnston ;  was  in  the  battle 
above  the  clouds  at  Lookout  Mountain. 
On  the  1st  of  May,  1865,  the  regiment  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  for 
four  months  participated  in  all  the  labors, 
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battles  and  skirmishes  of  the  famous  march 
through  the  Carolinas,  and  was  a  portion 
of  the  Iowa  Brigade  which  captured  Co¬ 
lumbia.  The  gallant  Ninth  always  fought 
with  bravery  when  there  was  any  fighting 
to  do. 

TWELFTH  INFANTRY. 

The  Twelfth  Regiment  was  recruited 
late  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and  organized 
at  Camp  Union,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  mus¬ 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
November  25,  1861,  by  Captain  Wash¬ 
ington,  Thirteenth  United  States  In¬ 
fantry. 

The  first  active  service  was  at  Fort 
Donelson,  where  it  was  assigned  to  Cook’s 
brigade  of  Smith’s  division,  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  battles  of  the  13th,  14th  and 
15th  of  February,  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  the  fort  and  its  garrison  on  the 
1 6th. 

At  Shiloh,  the  Twelfth  was  brigaded 
with  the  Second,  Seventh  and  Fourteenth 
Iowa  regiments,  called  the  Iowa  Brigade, 
commanded  by  General  Tuttle,  Second 
Iowa  Infantry,  General  W.  H.  Wallace 
commanding  the  division,  and  were  in 
position  near  a  field  beyond  General  Hurl- 
but’s  headquarters.  Here  it  remained  in 
line  of  battle  from  6  o’clock  a.  m.  until  about 
4  P.  M.,  during  which  time  the  enemy  made 
several  bold  charges,  and  was  repulsed 
with  great  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  being  in 
support  of  a  battery,  and  having  no  orders 
to  fall  back,  and  not  having  notice  that  the 
left  had  given  way,  were  allowed  to  be 
surrounded,  and,  after  several  hours’  des¬ 
perate  fighting,  in  which  three  or  four  reg¬ 
iments  contended  against  the  whole  rebel 
force,  the  Twelfth  having  its  commanding 
officer,  Colonel  Woods,  severely  wounded, 
with  sixteen  men  killed  and  ninety-seven 
wounded,  with  all  hopes  of  retreat  or  suc¬ 
cor  cut  off,  was  obliged  to  surrender  at  6 
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o’clock  p.  M.  Number  of  men  captured 
from  the  regiment,  about  400. 

The  men  of  the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth  Iowa  regiments  who  were  not 
captured  were  organized  into  a  regiment 
called  the  “  Union  Brigade,”  of  which  regi¬ 
ment  the  Twelfth  formed  Companies  E 
and  K. 

The  Union  Brigade  was  engaged  and 
took  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  October  3  and  4,  1862,  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  losing  three  killed  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  wounded  out  of  eighty  men  engaged. 
After  pursuing  the  enemy  as  far  as  Ripley, 
Mississippi,  the  regiment  returned  to 
Corinth,  where  it  was  engaged  in  build¬ 
ing  fortifications,  until  December  18,  1862, 
when  orders  were  received  from  the  War 
Department  discontinuing  the  organiza¬ 
tion  known  as  the  Union  Brigade,  and  or¬ 
dering  the  men  of  the  Eighth,  T  welfth  and 
Fourteenth  Iowa  to  proceed  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  to  re-organize  their  regiments,  pris¬ 
oners  having  been  paroled  October  18, 
1862,  and  exchanged  November  10,  1862. 

The  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa 
arrived  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  where  it 
was  found  that  Forest  had  destroyed  the 
railroad  from  Uniontown  and  was  threat¬ 
ening  Jackson.  The  detachment  was  at 
once  ordered  to  the  defense  of  the  place, 
and  remained  four  days,  when  it  was  or¬ 
dered  to  open  the  railroad  to  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  which  delayed  the  detachment 
until  the  4th  of  January.  It  arrived  at 
Columbus  on  that  day  and  was  ordered 
once  more  to  Davenport,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1863,  and  from  there 
it  was  ordered,  on  the  27th  of  March,  to 
proceed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  there  to  re¬ 
join  the  regiment ;  and  as  soon  as  organized, 
was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Grant  in 
the  field,  near  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and 
served  during  the  entire  siege,  participat¬ 
ing  in  all  the  principal  engagements  until 
the  22d  of  June,  when  it  was  sent  to  Black 


River,  to  guard  the  rear  from  an  attack  by 
Johnston.  Vicksburg  surrendered  July  4. 

The  Twelfth  was  engaged  in  the  battle 
near  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  on  13th,  14th  and 
15th  of  July,  1864,  losing  nine  men  killed, 
fifty-four  wounded  and  one  missing  out  of 
200  engaged. 

In  June,  1864,  Companies  A  and  F,  num¬ 
bering  fifty-five  men,  under  command  of 
Captain  J.  R.  C.  Hunter,  and  Company  A, 
while  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  White 
River,  Arkansas,  were  attacked  by  600 
rebels  of  Marmaduke’s  command,  about 
daylight  on  the  22d  of  June;  but  taking 
refuge  behind  a  slight  stockade,  they  re¬ 
pulsed  the  enemy,  he  leaving  twenty  killed 
and  mortally  wounded  on  the  field.  The 
loss  of  Companies  A  and  F  was  one  killed 
and  four  wounded. 

The  regiment  fought  bravely  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Nashville,  and  received  special  men¬ 
tion  by  brigade  and  division  commanders 
for  good  service. 

The  regiment  marched  in  pursuit  of 
Hood,  with  the  army,  to  Clinton,  on  the 
Tennessee  River,  thence  by  steamer  to 
Eastport,  Mississippi,  arriving  there  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1865. 

From  Eastport  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  then  embarked  with  the 
forces  under  General  Canby,  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  against  Mobile  ;  was  in  the  front  line 
during  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  which 
was  the  last  service  rendered  by  the  regi¬ 
ment. 

During  its  service  the  gallant  Twelfth 
was  in  twenty-three  battles,  was  under  fire 
1 12  days,  and  had  ninety-five  men  killed  in 
battle. 

SIXTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

The  Sixteenth  Regiment  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teers  left  Davenport,  March  20,  1862,  and 
was  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6  and  7, 
when  it  met  with  heavy  loss ;  took  part  in 
the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  also  was  in  the 
battle  of  Iuka,  September  19,  1862. 
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After  this  the  regiment  was  engaged  in 
the  two-days  fight  at  Corinth,  October  3 
and  4,  and  was  variously  employed  in  march¬ 
ing  from  point  to  point,  as  their  services 
were  required  in  their  department,  and  at 
all  times  were  found  ready  to  do  their  duty. 

They  were  engaged  in  many  sharp  con¬ 
flicts,  until  March  17,  1864,  when  they 
started  for  Davenport,  Iowa,  on  veteran 
furlough. 

On  May  3  the  boys  again  resumed  their 
knapsacks  and  arrived  at  Clifton,  Tennessee, 
about  the  middle  of  the  month,  and  on  the 
27th  of  June  a  part  of  the  regiment  were 
engaged  in  the  attack  on  Kenesaw  Mount¬ 
ain,  meeting  with  heavy  loss.  The  regi¬ 
ment  Avas  under  fire  from  June  14  to  July 
2  ;  was  in  the  battles  at  Atlanta,  July  20,  21 
and  22,  meeting  with  heavy  losses,  Avhich 
reduced  the  regiment  to  less  than  100  men 
present  for  duty. 

Afterward,  the  regiment  being  increased 
to  450  men  by  an  exchange  of  prisoners 
and  drafted  men,  they  started  from  Atlanta, 
November  15,  for  Savannah,  where  they 
arrived  December  io,  where  they  Avere  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  siege  of  the  city  until  its  evac¬ 
uation. 

On  January  6,  1865,  they  started  for 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  campaign  in  the  Carolinas, 
and  finally  camped  at  Raleigh  on  the  6th 
of  April,  Avhere  they  remained  till  May  2. 
The  Avar  being  closed,  they  marched  for 
Washington,  Avhere  they  took  part  in  the 
grand  revieAv  May  24,  1865. 


TWENTY-FIRST  INFANTRY. 


The  TAventy-first  went  into  service  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Samuel  Merrill,  aftenvard  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Iowa.  It  Avas  engaged  at  Harts- 
ville,  Missouri,  January  11,  1863,  and  was 
at  Port  Gibson,  losing  sixteen  men.  It  lost 
eighty -three  at  Black  River  bridge,  and  Avas 
in  the  charge  on  Fort  Beauregard.  It  Avas 
at  the  capture  of  Vicksburg,  after  Avhich  it 


was  ordered  to  NeAv  Orleans,  and  thence 
to  Texas.  March  5,  1865,  it  was  transferred 
to  Mobile,  and  served  in  the  engagements 
in  that  vicinity.  It  Avas  at  Fort  Blakely,  and 
was  then  sent  up  Red  River,  and  thence  to 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  Avhere  it  Avas  mus¬ 
tered  out  July  15,  1865. 


THIRTY-FIRST  INFANTRY. 


This  regiment  was  mustered  into  service 
at  Davenport,  by  Captain  Hendershott, 
October  13,  1862,  and,  under  command  of 
Colonel  William  Smyth,  took  transport  and 
moved  doAvn  the  river  November  1,  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  on  the  20th.  On  the 
27th  they  started  on  an  expedition  to  the 
Cold  Water  River,  in  Mississippi,  returning 
to  Helena,  December  7.  Tavo  weeks  later 
they  started  on  the  Yazoo  River  expedi¬ 
tion, and  the  regiment  Avas  partially  engaged 
in  the  battle  at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  on  the 
27th,  28th  and  29th  of  December. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1863,  they  started 
for  a  point  near  Arkansas  Post,  Avhere  they 
arrived  on  the  9th  inst.,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  10th  marched  through  swamps  and 
mire  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  works, 
Avhere,  on  the  nth,  they  hotly  engaged  in 
the  capture  of  the  place. 

From  this  point  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Young’s  Point,  Louisiana,  Avhere  they 
remained  in  camp  until  April  2,  when  they 
moved  again  up  the  river  to  Greenville, 
Mississippi,  and  after  some  skirmishing  and 
considerable  foraging  for  mules,  cattle, 
horses,  hogs,  and  even  negroes,  returned  to 
Young’s  Point,  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
month.  From  here  they  moved  Avith  Grant’s 
whole  army  tOAvard  Grand  Gulf,  arriving 
May  7,  Avhen  they  again  moved  toward 
Jackson,  Mississippi.  The  regiment  Avas 
under  fire  at  Raymond  on  the  12th;  was 
at  the  taking  of  Jackson  on  the  14th;  and 
again  under  fire  at  Black  River  on  the  16th, 
reaching  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  on  the  18th, 
where  it  was  engaged  on  the  22d  in  a  terrible 
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but  successful  charge  on  the  enemy’s  works, 
and  was  from  this  time  steadily  under  fire 
till  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  4th  day  of 
July. 

The  regiment,  under  General  Sherman, 
started  for  Jackson,  Mississippi,  on  the  5th 
of  July,  being  under  fire  until  the  second 
evacuation  of  that  place,  when  it  was  moved 
to  Canton,  Mississippi,  where  it  was  again 
engaged,  when  it  went  into  camp  at  Black 
River  until  the  22d  of  September.  From 
here  it  moved  to  Vicksburg,  thence  to 
Memphis,  then  to  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
where  it  remained  till  October  1 1  ;  thence 
marched  to  Iuka,  and  to  Cherokee  the  20th, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  had  a  severe 
engagement  with  rebel  cavalry.  On  the  26th 
and  27th  had  a  running  fight  with  the  en¬ 
emy,  again  returning  to  Cherokee  Station. 
On  the  24th  of  November  was  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  had  equally  hard  fighting  at 
Mission  Ridge,  and  on  the  27th  was  again 
engaged  at  Ringgold  and  Taylor’s  Hills, 
where  the  regiment  suffered  severely.  Here 
they  remained  until  December  1,  when, 
moving  by  way  of  Chattanooga  and  Bridge¬ 
port,  they  reached  Woodville,  Alabama,  on 
the  27th  inst.,  and  went  into  winter  quar¬ 
ters,  where  they  remained  until  the  istday 
of  May,  1864. 

On  the  morning  of  May  1  moved  east, 
reaching  Snake  Gap,  Georgia,  on  the  9th 
inst.,  where  they  encountered  the  enemy 
in  force.  On  the  13th  had  a  severe  fight 
at  Resaca,  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jenkins  was  severely  wounded.  The  regi¬ 
ment  laid  in  camp  at  Kingston,  Georgia, 
from  the  night  of  the  19th  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  23d  awaiting  supplies;  then 
moved  on,  encountering  the  enemy  at  Dal¬ 
las  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  after  a  short  but  sharp  con¬ 
flict,  the  enemy  was  driven  back  ;  and  again, 
on  the  28th,  the  enemy  charging  on  their 
works,  were  driven  back.  The  fighting 


lasted  during  the  29th,  30th  and  31st.  On 
the  1st  of  June  the  regiment  moved  to 
New  Hope  Church  and  occupied  rifle  pits, 
under  fire  of  the  enemy,  until  the  6th,  when 
the  regiment  moved  to  Ackworth,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  the  10th,  when  they  marched 
to  Big  Shanty,  ten  miles  distant,  again  en¬ 
gaging  the  enemy  in  force.  Guarded  wagon 
train  until  the  15th,  when  they  moved  into 
rifle  pits  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  were 
constantly  under  fire  until  the  evening  of 
July  3,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Kene¬ 
saw  Mountain. 

July  4  they  again  encountered  the  en¬ 
emy  at  Chattahoochie  River,  and,  building 
works,  remained  under  fire  until  the  nth, 
when  they  moved  to  Roswell,  Georgia. 
From  here  they  went  to  Vining  Station, 
thence  to  a  point  near  Atlanta.  August 
26  they  moved  toward  Jonesboro,  on  the 
Macon  Railroad.  On  the  31st  the  enemy 
made  a  desperate  fight,  and  the  regiment 
was  again  under  fire  until  the  2d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  when  Jonesboro  was  evacuated.  On 
October  4  the  regiment,  with  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  Sherman’s  army,  moved  north  in 
pursuit  of  Hood,  skirmishing  with  him  at 
Resaca,  Snake  Gap,  Little  River,  etc. ;  after 
this  went  to  Atlanta,  November  15  ;  thence 
into  the  heart  of  Georgia.  Marching  about 
fifteen  miles  per  day,  they  reached  the  rear 
of  Savannah  on  the  10th  of  December,  1864, 
and  ten  days  later  the  whole  army  entered 
that  city.  By  this  victory  the  army  was 
severed  into  three  parts,  and  the  enemy 
compelled  to  loosen  its  grasp  over  a  vast 
territory.  The  Thirty-first  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  North  Carolina  campaigns 
from  this  time  till  March  8,  when  General 
Grant’s  famous  dispatch,  “Let us  finish  the 
job  now,”  was  announced,  when  the  final 
blow  was  soon  struck,  and  the  year  which 
promised  to  be  so  full  of  bloody  strife  was 
the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

The  Thirty-first  was  mustered  out  of  ser¬ 
vice  at  Louisville,  June  27,  1865,  and  came 
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to  Davenport,  where  the  men  were  paid 
off  and  disbanded. 

THIRTY-SECOND  INFANTRY. 

The  Thirty -second  Infantry  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  Dubuque,  October  6,  1862,  and  on 
15th  and  17th  was  moved  to  Davenport. 
Left  Davenport, November  21,  for  St.  Louis* 
Mo.  November  25,  Companies,  B,  C,  E, 
H,  I  and  K,  with  regimental  headquarters, 
went  to  New  Madrid,  Missouri,  and  Com¬ 
panies  A,  D,  F  and  G,  for  Cape  Girardeau, 
Missouri,  and  were  so  separated  until  March 
4,  1864.  The  New  Madrid  portion  left  De¬ 
cember  29  for  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee; 
April  1,  1863,  Company  B  was  ordered  to 
Fulton,  Tennessee,  and  on  June  20  the  de¬ 
tachment  was  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  July  1  Company  C  was  mounted 
and  attached  to  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cav¬ 
alry.  September  1  Companies  H  and  K 
were  ordered  to  Island  No.  10;  January  15, 
1864,  Company  C  was  dismounted;  January 
20  the  detachment  left  Columbus  for  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Mississippi,  and  was  assigned  to  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps ;  February  3,  marched  with 
General  Sherman’s  forces,  to  Meridian, 
Mississippi,  and  returned  March  4.  The 
detachment  under  Colonel  Eberhart  gar¬ 
risoned  at  Cape  Girardeau  until  March 
14,  1863,  when  it  took  a  scout  to  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Missouri,  and  returned  on  the 
24th;  on  28th  joined  in  pursuit  of  Mar- 
maduke’s  forces,  returning  May  5;  July 
10,  1863,  moved  to  Bloomington,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  was  assigned  to  Reserve 
Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division;  on  19th 
moved  southward,  arriving  at  Clarendon, 
Arkansas,  August  8,  leaving  on  13th,  on 
gunboats,  going  to  mouth  of  Red  River. 
Companies  A  and  K  captured  two  Confed¬ 
erate  transports.  In  destroying  pontoon 
bridges,  lost  several  men  in  an  engagement. 
On  1 6th  drove  enemy’s  pickets  to  Harrison’s 
Landing;  joined  division  the  18th.  August 


27th,  had  160  men  which  were  put  in  wag¬ 
ons;  found  the  enemy  and  repulsed  them, 
and  reached  Little  Rock,  September  11, 
with  hardly  a  man  fit  for  duty,  on  account 
of  two  months  of  such  fearful  exposure 
and  hardships;  arrived  at  Memphis,  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  and  at  Vicksburg  the  9th,  and  there 
joined  the  balance  of  the  regiment.  On 
10th  started  for  Red  River,  and  disembarked 
at  Limeport,  La.  Assisted  in  the  capture 
of  Fort  De  Russey.  On  16th  camped  at 
Alexandria,  La.,  and  marched  to  Grand 
Ecore  April  3.  On  7th  marched  for 
Shreveport,  and  was  attacked  at  Pleasant 
Hill;  loss,  thirty-eight  killed,  116  wounded, 
fifty-six  missing.  After  several  tedious 
marches  went  into  camp  at  Memphis,  June 
15.  June  24  went  to  Moscow,  Tennessee, 
and  on  the  27th  to  La  Grange.  July  14  was 
attacked  by  enemy  at  Tupelo,  and  on  the 
15th  at  Old  Town  Creek.  Arrived  in  Holly 
Springs,  August  4,  and  Memphis,  30th. 
From  September  5  to  October  18,  was  on 
the  move  and  landed  at  St.  Louis.  On  the 
25th  moved  by  transports  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  In  battle  of  Nashville,  the 
Thirty-second  did  nobty,  capturing  Burgu- 
chond’s  battery  of  five  guns  and  fifty  pris¬ 
oners.  December  31,  1864,  embarked  for 
Eastport,  Mississippi. 

The  regiment  traveled  5,594  miles,  2,332 
on  foot.  Aggregate  mustered  into  service, 
91 1.  Has  received  since  muster  in,  277  re¬ 
cruits.  Lost  93  men  in  battle,  177  by  dis¬ 
ease,  122  discharged,  29  transferred  and  1 
missing. 

FIRST  CAVALRY. 

The  First  Cavalry  was  recruited  during 
the  summer  of  1861.  Its  services  began 
during  the  following  winter.  Its  first  action 
was  at  Silver  Creek,  Missouri,  where  the 
rebel  camp  was  attacked  and  routed.  In 
February,  1862,  a  detachment  from  the  First 
helped  surprise  and  capture  General  Price 
at  Warsaw.  Another  detachment  had  a 
brush  with  guerrillas  near  Montevallo  in 
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the  following  April.  During  the  next  few 
months  the  regiment  had  skirmishes  with 
rebels  near  Clinton,  Big  Creek,  Clear  Creek 
and  Newtonia.  December  7  the  first  and 
third  battalions  participated  in  the  battle 
at  Prairie  Grove.  That  month  the  command 
assisted  at  the  capture  of  Van  Buren,  where 
a  number  of  steamboats,  several  hundred 
prisoners  and  a  large  amount  of  stores  fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  forces.  April  26,  1863, 
the  most  of  the  regiment  was  concerned  in 
a  night  attack  upon  a  portion  of  Marma- 
duke’s  forces,  breaking  up  the  camp  and  in¬ 
flicting  heavy  loss.  August  26  and  27  the 
regiment  did  gallant  service  at  White  River. 
From  September  10  until  the  following  Jan¬ 
uary  the  First  was  stationed  at  Little  Rock. 
April  24,  1864,  the  command  repulsed  a 
charge  of  the  enemy  at  Mono  River,  and 
had  a  share  in  the  battle  at  Jenkins’  Ferry 
on  the  30th.  The  regiment  continued  do¬ 
ing  scout  service  until  January,  1865,  when 
they  were  sent  to  Dardanelle,  and  had  a 
brush  with  Colonel  Cooper,  driving  him  off 
the  field.  They  went  thence  to  Pine  Bluff, 
and  to  Memphis.  From  this  place  they 
made  two  incursions  into  Mississippi.  Af¬ 
ter  the  war  closed,  much  to  the  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  the  men,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Texas  under  Custer.  On  the  route  two 
or  three  of  the  regiment  committed  some 
depredations  on  the  inhabitants,  contrary  to 
specific  orders  from  General  Custer,  who 
was  in  command.  A  few  of  the  men  were 
detected  and  ordered  to  be  flogged.  This 
order  created  much  bitterness  of  feeling 
toward  Custer,  which  had  hardly  disap¬ 
peared  when  he  came  to  his  tragic  end  on 
the  plains. 

THIRD  BATTERY,  LIGHT  ARTILLERY. 

This  battery  was  organized  by  Captain 
M.  M.  Hayden  under  special  authority 
from  the  Secretarv  of  War,  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  1861,  at 
Dubuque,  under  the  name  of  the  Dubuque 


Battery,  and  was  attached  to  the  Ninth  Reg¬ 
iment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel 
William  Vandever  commanding.  On  the 
3d  of  September,  1861,  the  first  detachment 
of  the  battery  was  mustered  in  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Washington,  William  H.  McClure,  of 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  being  mustered  as  First 
Lieutenant,  under  whose  charge  the  detach¬ 
ment  was  placed  in  Camp  Union,  near  Du¬ 
buque. 

The  battery  was  speedily  filled  up  by  re¬ 
cruits,  and  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month 
the  final  muster-in  as  a  battery  took  place, 
the  following  officers  having  been  chosen: 
Captain,  M.  M.  Hayden ;  Senior  First 
Lieutenant,  W.  H.  McClure;  Junior  First 
Lieutenant,  M.  C.  Wright;  Senior  Second 
Lieutenant,  W.  H.  Crozier  ;  Junior  Second 
Lieutenant,  Jerome  Bailey.  The  battery, 
with  the  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  left  Camp 
Union,  on  the  steamer  Canada,  Septem¬ 
ber  26,  for  St.  Louis.  Were  immediately 
marched  to  Benton  Barracks  (then  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  completion).  Requisitions  for  guns, 
horses  and  harness  were  made. 

On  the  13th  of  November  they  were  or¬ 
dered  to  Pacific  City,  Missouri,  where  they 
remained  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
winter.  Guns  and  equipments  were  re¬ 
ceived  about  the  1st  of  December. 

The  battery  consisted  of  four  six-pounder 
bronze  guns  and  two  twelve-pounder  how¬ 
itzers.  On  the  25th  of  January  they  moved 
by  rail  to  Rolla,  where  they  were  assigned 
under  General  Curtis.  On  the  28th  of  the 
same  month  they  marched  from  Rolla  in 
the  direction  of  Lebanon. 

February  9,  marched  to  Springfield,  Mo. 
Participated  in  the  famous  race  after  Price’s 
fleeing  army,  making  some  almost  unprece¬ 
dented  marches,  and  ending  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge. 

The  suddenness  of  their  final  attack,  with 
the  meagerness  of  our  support,  compelled 
us  to  leave  two  of  our  guns  upon  the  field. 
These  guns,  however,  were  not  abandoned 
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until  the;y  were  spiked,  and  every  horse  had 
been  killed  and  every  man  serving  with 
them  either  killed  or  wounded.  We  fell 
back  some  400  yards,  where,  support  com¬ 
ing  to  our  aid,  we  kept  up  fire  with  the  re¬ 
maining  guns  until  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  engagement. 

Our  entire  loss  in  the  two  days’  engage¬ 
ment  was  two  men  killed,  two  officers  and 
fifteen  men  wounded,  twenty-three  horses 
killed  and  three  guns  captured,  and  fired 


during  the  engagement  over  1,200  rounds 
of  ammunition. 

Marched  to  Batesville,  Arkansas.  Ar¬ 
rived  at  Helena,  July  12,  and  made  several 
reconnoisances  from  that  point.  Was  in 
the  Little  Rock  expedition. 

In  January,  1864,  the  battery  re-enlisted 
and  went  home.  Returned  in  May  and  re¬ 
ceived  new  guns  and  outfit  and  did  efficient 
service  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  It  was 
mustered  out  at  Davenport,  October  3, 1865. 
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THE  PRES© 
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H  E  pen  is  mightier 
than  the  sword  ”  is  a 
saying  that  is  so  trite 
that  one  is  almost 
ashamed  to  quote  it, 
yet  it  is  worth  urging 
upon  the  attention  of  un¬ 
observant  people  that  the 
rapid  progress  of  humanity 
in  the  nineteenth  century  is 
due,  more  than  to  any  other 
one  agency,  to  improved 
facilities  of  travel  and  com¬ 
munication.  Railroads, 
mails  and  newspapers  have 
become  necessities  to  man¬ 
kind,  though  many  are  now  living  who  are 
older  than  the  oldest  railroad,  and  to  whom 
a  daily  paper  once  seemed  a  useless  ex¬ 
travagance.  Even  now  changes  are  made 
yearly,  and  improvements  discovered  of 
such  moment  that  the  future  value  and 
function  of  the  newspaper  cannot  yet  be 
estimated. 

Types  were  first  used  to  reproduce  only 
the  Bible,  and  such  books  as  were  de¬ 
manded  in  large  numbers.  Then  came  the 
periodical  and  pamphlet.  The  reviews  and 
magazines  increased  in  number  and  fre¬ 
quency  of  publication,  and  then  the  weekly 


newspaper  was  established,  to  be  supple¬ 
mented  in  time  by  the  daily  journals.  At 
first  only  large  cities  could  support  papers; 
now  it  is  a  poor  village  that  cannot  have 
one  or  more,  and  a  small  county  that  has 
not  its  half  dozen.  One  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  changes  in  the  development  of  the 
country  newspaper  occurred  from  i860  to 
1870.  Before  the  former  date  home  news, 
locals  and  correspondence  were  not  con¬ 
sidered  worth  printing,  but  the  reading 
matter  was  composed  of  reprints  from  the 
great  journals,  news  from  Europe,  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Congress,  and  heavy  editorials 
on  national  politics.  Now  these  are  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  large  city  papers,  which  are 
brought  to  every  village  by  those  annihila- 
tors  of  distance,  the  railroads,  and  the 
home  paper  is  largely  filled  with  home 
news.  The  best  county  paper  now  is  the 
one  which  gives  the  most  space  to  town 
and  county  news,  correspondence  from 
every  postoffice,  and  the  proceedings  of 
local  organizations. 

In  Black  Hawk  County,  to-day,  are  pub¬ 
lished  eight  newspapers,  while  as  many 
more  have  been  issued  that  are  now  de¬ 
funct,  by  change  of  name  or  suspension. 
Generally  speaking,  the  editors  have  been 
men  of  intelligence  and  enterprise,  while 
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THE  PRESS. 


to-day  the  members  of  the  press  are  con¬ 
ceded  to  be  far  above  the  average  in  ability 
and  scholarship. 

First,  we  will  mention  the  papers  of 
CEDAR  FALLS, 

which  city  had  the  first  paper  published  in 
the  county.  It  was  in  1854,  when  the  vil¬ 
lage  was  yet  the  county  seat,  that  the 

CEDAR  FALLS  BANNER 

was  deemed  a  necessity  to  advertise  the 
advantages  of  the  place.  Accordingly, 
Wm.  H.  McClure  and  Dr.  Meredith  pur¬ 
chased  at  Tipton  a  six-column  hand  press 
and  the  necessary  outfit  of  material,  both 
having  seen  hard  service,  but  capable  of 
more,  and  on  the  nth  of  July  the  first 
number  of  the  Cedar  Falls  Banner  was 
issued.  A.  F.  Brown  was  the  editor ;  Sam¬ 
uel  C.  Dunn  and  Joseph  Farley,  printers. 
The  sheet  was  a  six-column  folio,  “  inde¬ 
pendent  in  all  things.”  In  October  follow¬ 
ing,  Dr.  Meredith  sold  his  share  to  S.  H. 
Packard,  Esq.,  who  assumed  the  editorial 
duties.  McClure  &  Packard  afterward  sold 
to  Hill  &  Ball,  Avho  were  succeeded  by 
Wm.  H.  Hartman,  in  1857  or  1 858,  who 
soon  after  removed  the  material  to  Water¬ 
loo,  and  began  the  publication  of  the 
Waterloo  Courier. 

The  Banner  had  a  circulation  of  about  600 
copies,  being  sent  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  and  one  or  two  to  China.  It 
was  a  most  useful  little  paper,  and  was 
of  material  help  in  calling  attention  to  the 
material  advantages  of  Iowa  as  a  home  for 
immigrants  and  attracting  settlers  hither. 
A  file  of  the  Banner  was  kept,  and  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  evidence  in  a  case  being  tried 
at  Waterloo  some  years  ago.  Its  owner, 
who  prized  it  highly,  not  finding  it  con¬ 
venient  to  take  the  bulky  package  home 
with  him,  left  it  in  the  clerk’s  office  for  a 
more  convenient  occasion.  The  clerk  con¬ 
scientiously  used  up  the  entire  file  for 
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kindling  fires,  very  much  to  the  regret  of 
all  the  early  settlers. 

The  Valley  City  was  then  for  two  years 
or  more  without  a  paper.  The  citizens 
were  presented  with  the 

CEDAR  FALLS  GAZETTE 

for  the  first  time  on  Friday,  March  16,  i860, 
by  H.  A.  and  G.  D.  Perkins,  publishers 
and  editors.  In  the  “  salutatory,”  the  edit¬ 
ors  say:  “We  come  with  a  strong  deter¬ 
mination  to  work  with  a  will  for  your 
interests,  to  leave  no  honorable  means  un¬ 
tried  to  enhance  your  prosperity,  promote 
your  interests,  and  give  publicity  to  the 
many  natural  and  artificial  advantages 
with  which  this  point  is  favored.”  The 
politics  of  the  new  paper  was  defined  to 
be  in  accord  with  the  Republican  platform 
of  1856.  The  paper  was  a  folio  sheet,  seven 
columns  to  the  page.  Four  years  after¬ 
ward  it  was  enlarged  one  column  to  the 
page.  During  the  war  George  D.,  the 
younger  brother,  enlisted  in  the  volunteer 
service,  but  was  discharged  for  disability 
after  a  year’s  service.  In  1865  Henry  A. 
Perkins  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Cedar 
Falls.  July  13  of  the  following  year  the 
brothers  sold  the  paper  ard  material  to 
Rev.  S.  B.  Goodenow,  who  had  just  with¬ 
drawn  fr^m  the  Independence  Guardian. 
This  gentleman  retained  control  till  March 
22,  1867,  when  he  disposed  of  the  property 
to  Messrs.  C.  W.  Snyder,  of  Clinton,  and 
A.  C.  Holt,  of  Cedar  Falls.  Mr.  Holt  re¬ 
mained  with  the  paper  until  the  summer 
of  1868,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to 
E.  A.  Snyder.  Early  in  1869  the  Snyder 
brothers  sold  to  George  K.  Shaw  and  L.  D. 
Tracy.  In  two  short  weeks  the  partners 
disagreed,  and  the  firm  was  dissolved,  C. 
W.  Snyder  buying  out  Shaw,  who  took 
possession  of  the  Grundy  County  Atlas. 
For  two  or  three  weeks  the  Atlas  and 
Gazette  were  fairly  sulphurous  with  epi¬ 
thets,  the  doughty  Shaw,  among  other 
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things,  challenging  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy  to 
duel  with  him.  The  latter  gentle- 
retired  April  15,  1869,  when  E.  A. 
Snyder  again  stepped  into  his  old  place. 
The  Snyder  brothers  continued  its  owner¬ 
ship  until  1877,  when  Mr.  Merchant  pur¬ 
chased  of  them  a  one-third  interest.  In 
January,  1880,  the  latter  gentleman  retired, 
and  W.  H.  Hurd  bought  a  half  interest. 

The  Gazette  has  since  been  published  by 
Snyder  Hurd.  It  is  an  eight-column 
quarto,  and  appears  on  Friday  of  each  week. 
The  subscription  price  is  $2  per  year.  It 
is  the  only  English  paper  now  issued  at 
Cedar  Falls,  though  there  have  been  others. 

One  of  these,  the 


NORTHWEST  DEMOCRAT, 


was  established  by  a  stock  company  at 
Cedar  Falls,  and  the  first  number  issued 
in  June,  1862.  Its  first  editor  was  a  warm 
partisan,  and  his  management  drew  down 
on  the  sheet  the  ire  of  the  Republican  por¬ 
tion  of  the  community  to  the  extent  of 
threatening  to  suppress  the  paper.  Early 
in  1863,  the  owners  of  the  paper  decided  to 
conclude  its  brief  life  until  the  kindly 
touches  of  time  should  allay  the  bitter  feel¬ 
ing  then  existing.  The 


CEDAR  FALLS  RECORDER 


was  begun  in  October,  1872,  by  S.  G.  Sher¬ 
burne.  It  was  a  good  sized  quarto  sheet, 
Democratic  in  politics.  Mr.  Sherburne  re¬ 
mained  as  proprietor  till  February,  1874, 
when  he  sold  out  to  H.  C.  Shaver,  who  had 
been  foreman  of  the  office.  In  November, 
1875,  Mr.  Shaver  sold  to  L.  Hawkins,  who 
converted  it  into  a  semi-religious  paper; 
but  finding  the  experiment  a  hazardous 
one,  he  disposed  of  the  property,  six  weeks 
afterward,  to  J.  B.  Abbott  &  Co.,  who  made 
it  a  Republican  paper.  It  soon  passed 
back  to  H.  C.  Shaver,  who  changed  its  pol¬ 
itics  to  its  original  attitude.  In  May,  1877, 
Isaiah  Van  Metre  purchased  a  half  interest 


and  assumed  editorial  control.  These  gen¬ 
tlemen  continued  it  until  1879,  when  it 
ceased  publication,  and  the  material  was 
removed  to  Waterloo  to  be  used  in  the 
Tribune  office. 

It  was  latterly  an  eight-column  folio,  all 
printed  at  home,  and  had  a  large  circula¬ 
tion  among  the  Democracy.  Two  other 
journals  have  been  published  at  Cedar 
Falls — the  Record,  by  A.  C.  Holt,  in  1866, 
and  the  Real  Estate  Journal ,  by  T.  L.  French 
&  Co.,  two  or  three  years  after.  Both  were 
advertising  papers. 


CEDAR  FALLS  JOURNAL. 


This  paper  was  started  in  August,  1883, 
by  T.  W.  Bishop,  and  was  sold  in  August, 

1885,  to  Hand  &  Boehmler.  In  January, 

1886,  they  sold  the  subscription  list  to  the 
Gazette  publishers,  and  the  office  material 
was  removed  to  Wisconsin.  It  was  a  seven- 
column  quarto,  Republican  in  politics. 


DANNEVIRKE 


is  the  name  of  a  Danish  weekly,  which  was 
established  in  Shelby  County  in  1880,  by 
Rev.  Kirkeberg.  He  subsequently  removed 
it  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  whence  Rev.  Jen¬ 
sen  brought  it  to  Cedar  Falls,  January  1, 
1882.  In  January,  1883,  M.  Holst  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  paper,  and  in  July  fol¬ 
lowing  N.  U.  Christianson  bought  Rev. 
Jensen’s  interest.  The  firm  is  now  Holst 
&  Christianson.  The  paper  is  issued  on 
Wednesdays,  at  $1.50  a  year,  and  is  politi¬ 
cally  independent.  Mr.  Holst  also  pub¬ 
lishes  a  semi-monthly  Sunday-school  paper, 
entitled  the  Boernevennen ,  and  a  weekly 
called  the  Kirkelig Samler  is  printed  at  this 
office  for  the  Danish  church.  At 


WATERLOO, 


the  county  seat  there  are  now  published 
three  English  weeklies  and  one  German. 
The  first  paper  at  this  point  was  short  lived. 
It  was  entitled  the 
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IOWA  STATE 


REGISTER  AND  WATERLOO 
HERALD, 


and  made  its  appearance  on  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  15,  1855,  Wm.  Haddock,  editor  and 
proprietor.  It  was  an  eight-column  folio, 
and,  lor  the  time,  a  very  handsome  and 
creditable  sheet.  In  his  salutation  to  his 
readers,  the  editor  says:  “  In  politics,  our 
paper  will  be  independent,  and  not  merely 
neutral ;”  and  further  on,  that  he  is  a  firm 
.  believer  in  “  the  doctrine  of  State  rights, 
and  that  tne  South  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  hold  slaves  unmolested  so  long  as  there 
is  no  help  for  it  under  the  Constitution." 
But  he  was  opposed  to  extending  slavery 
into  the  territories,  and  in  the  struggle 
growing  out  of  the  Kansas  -  Nebraska 
bill,  the  paper  took  Republican  grounds, 
and  then,  like  most  independent  jour¬ 
nals,  was  everything  by  turns  and  nothing 
long. 

In  the  latter  part  of  its  life  the  paper 
missed  frequent  issues,  the  business  of  the 
office  was  neglected  and  dissatisfaction  was 
manifested  by  the  patrons  in  various  ways, 
in  hopes  of  spurring  up  the  publisher  to 
better  things;  but  all  without  avail.  After 
repeated  threats  of  encouraging  the  start¬ 
ing  of  another  paper,  the  citizens  did  finally 
extend  material  aid  to  Hartman  &  Inger- 
soll,  which  resulted  in  establishing  the 
Courier ,  which  soon  proved  a  formidable 
competitor.  In  October,  1859,  the  Register 
was  discontinued  and  the  material  was 
sold  to  parties  in  Waverly,  who  were  about 
to  start  a  Democratic  paper  there.  The 
oldest  paper  now  published  here  is  the 

WATERLOO  COURIER. 

In  August,  1858,  W.  H.  Hartman,  then 
a  young  man  “  chock-full  of  days’  works," 
and  ambitious  of  winning  fame  and  wealth 
as  a  newspaper  publisher,  resurrected  the 
defunct  Banner,  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  in  No¬ 
vember  following,  Geo.  D.  Ingersoll  be- 
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came  associated  with  him.  They  made 
a  desperate  struggle  to  keep  it  waving  ; 
but  times  were  tight,  money  scarce,  and  the 
publishers,  finding  it  hard  to  live  on  faith 
and  corn  meal  alone,  suspended  the  paper 
again,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  1858,  moved 
the  material  to  Waterloo,  where,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1859,  the  Courier  was  born.  It  was 
first  issued  as  a  seven-column  folio.  Pat¬ 
ronage  was  light,  and  it  was  only  hy  the 
most  rigid  economy  that  both  ends  were 
made  to  meet.  On  the  1st  of  January,  i860, 
the  paper  was  enlarged  to  an  eight-column 
sheet,  the  death  of  the  Register  making  such 
enlargement  possible  and  necessary.  In 
September  of  the  same  year,  Hartman 
bought  out  Ingersoll,  and  the  Courier  con¬ 
tinued  with  him  as  sole  proprietor  until 
November  14,  1864,  when  J.  W.  Logan  be¬ 
came  half  owner.  In  1865,  the  paper  was 
again  enlarged  by  adding  an  extra  column 
to  the  page,  and  other  improvements  were 
made.  In  April,  1871,  Hartman  &  Logan 
sold  out  the  entire  establishment  to  Aldrich 
&  Woodruff,  but  in  October  of  the  same 
year  Mr.  Hartman  again  became  part 
owner  by  purchasing  Mr.  Aldrich’s  in¬ 
terest.  February  5,  1874,  Mr.  Woodruff 
sold  out  to  A.  J.  Felt  and  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Felt  &  Hartman.  On  the 
1 6th  of  April  following  the  paper  was 
again  enlarged  and  changed  to  a  seven- 
column  quarto.  August  16,  1875,  Mr. 
Hartman  purchased  Mr.  Felt’s  interest 
and  since  that  date  has  been  sole  editor 
and  proprietor. 

The  early  years  of  the  Courier  were  full 
of  troubles  and  struggles  for  existence;  but 
now  it  is  considered  one  of  the  best  news¬ 
paper  properties  in  the  interior  of  the  State 
and  it  is  blessed  with  a  patronage  which  in¬ 
sures  its  publisher  a  good,  liberal  income. 
It  is  now  an  eight-column  quarto,  published 
Wednesdays  at  $2  per  year.  J.  W.  Rich¬ 
ards  has  been  local  editor  since  July,  1876. 
The  next  paper,  in  age,  is  the 
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HISTORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


IOWA  STATE  REPORTER, 


which  was  started  May  13,  1868,  by  H.  Q. 
Nicholson,  and  was  then  almost  the  only 
paper  in  the  State  issued  in  quarto  form. 
It  was  started  as  a  Democratic  paper,  al¬ 
though  Black  Hawk  was  one  of  the  strong 
Republican  counties  of  the  State,  giving 
only  841  Democratic  votes  out  of  3,421  cast 
at  the  election  of  that  year.  But  the  paper 
was  neatly  printed  and  abl^  edited,  and  its 
publishers  soon  worked  up  a  list  of  about 
1,000  subscribers,  and  a  handsome  advertis¬ 
ing  patronage.  In  November,  1868,  Mr. 
Nicholson  was  called  East  by  the  serious 
illness  of  his  father,  and  during  his  absence 
the  paper  was  continued  by  the  boys  in  the 
office  so  long  as  there  were  any  coal  piles 
in  the  neighborhood  and  the  paper  dealers 
had  faith  enough  to  send  on  white  paper. 
When  these  two  supplies  were  cut  off  the 
paper  had  to  stop,  but  the  boys  were  full  of 
grit  to  the  end,  and  in  their  last  number 
let  themselves  down  with  the  following  ex¬ 
planation  : 

‘‘Owing  to  the  rapidly  increasing  busi¬ 
ness  which  an  appreciating  community  is 
bestowing  upon  us,  we  find  it  necessary  to 
remove  our  material  and  machinery  to  more 
capacious  quarters.  Therefore,  we  shall 
be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  publication  of  the  Reporter  for  a 
few  weeks,  as  our  machinery  is  so  heavy 
and  extensive  that  the  change  cannot  be 
effected  without  incurring  the  above  sus¬ 
pension.” 

But  the  suspension  was  a  permanent  one, 
so  far  as  Mr.  Nicholson  was  concerned. 
His  father  died  December  20,  1868,  which 
made  it  impossible  for  him  to  return  and 
resume  its  publication.  February  11,  1869, 
the  material  and  subscription  list  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  Smart  &  Parrott.  At  that  time 
the  office  was  in  the  building  on  Fourth 
street,  now  occupied  by  Seaman  &  Son,  and 
was  too  small  and  inconvenient  for  print¬ 


ing-office  purposes.  The  new  proprietors 
secured  a  lease  of  the  rear  rooms  in  the 
second  story  of  Union  Hall  Block,  but  did 
not  begin  the  publication  of  the  Reporter 
again  until  the  office  was  moved  to  the 
new  location,  which  was  in  April,  and  on 
the  14th  of  that  month  the  Reporter  again 
appeared,  but  as  a  Republican  paper. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  1871,  the  paper  was 
enlarged  to  a  six-column  quarto,  and  other 
improvements  made,  and  at  that  time  it 
was  the  largest  newspaper  in  the  county. 
The  next  era  in  the  life  of  the  Reporter  was 
October  16,  1872,  when  the  establishment 
was  moved  from  Union  Block  into  the 
building  specially  erected  for  its  occupancy 
on  Sycamore  street. 

On  June  18,  1873,  a  change  was  made  in 
the  firm,  James  L.  Girton  becoming  a  part¬ 
ner,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
Smart,  Parrott  &  Co.  On  March  17,  1875, 
J.  J.  Smart  sold  out  his  interest  to  J.  P. 
Sherman,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Parrott,  Girton  &  Sherman.  The  last 
named  withdrew  March  17,  1879,  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1884,  the  firm  of  Parrott  &  Gir¬ 
ton  was  succeeded  by  that  of  Matt.  Parrott 
&  Sons,  under  whose  names  the  Reporter  is 
now  issued.  It  is  published  on  Thursdays, 
at  $2  per  year,  and  enjoys  an  excellent 
patronage  in  Black  Hawk  and  surrounding 
counties. 

The  youngest  paper  at  Waterloo  is  the 
WATERLOO  TRIBUNE, 

established  September  11,  1879,  by  Van 
Metre  &  Wilson.  Its  politics  has  been 
Democratic  from  the  start.  At  first  an 
eight-column  folio,  it  was  changed  to  a 
seven-column  quarto  in  February,  1882. 
Later  it  was  made  a  semi-weekly,  half  the 
paper  appearing  on  Tuesday  and  half  on 
Friday  of  each  week.  This  arrangement 
was  discontinued  January  1,  1885.  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1884,  L.  H.  Edwards  purchased  the 
Tribune ,  which  he  published  until  October, 
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1885,  being  in  the  meantime  appointed  post 
master  at  Waterloo.  He  sold  at  the  time 
mentioned  to  Isaiah  Van  Metre,  the  pres¬ 
ent  editor  and  publisher.  The  Tribune  is 
issued  on  Tuesdays,  at  $2.00  per  year,  and 
has  been  quite  successful  as  a  Democratic 
paper. 

The  only  German  paper  in  Black  Hawk 
County  is  published  at  Waterloo,  under  the 
name  of 

DER  DEUTSCH  AMERIKANER. 

The  first  number  of  this  paper  was  issued 
August  29,  1872,  one  side  English  and  the 
other  German.  It  was  published  by  a  com¬ 
pany  and  edited  by  A.  Schill.  On  the  1st 
of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Martin  Blim  became 
proprietor  and  editor,  and  on  the  21st  of 
February  following,  discontinued  the  Eng¬ 
lish  part  of  his  paper,  making  it  exclusively 
German.  Mr.  Blim  went  to  Germany  for 
his  health  in  October,  1882,  and  died  in 
November.  The  following  March,  J.  G. 
Schmidt,  the  present  editor  and  proprie¬ 
tor,  purchased  the  paper  of  Mrs.  Blim. 
The  Amerikaner  is  issued  on  Thursdays  at 
$2.00  per  year.  Hans  von  Kessel  is  its  local 
editor.  It  has  enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of 


prosperity  and  is  well  conducted.  The 
LA  PORTE  PROGRESS 

was  established  November  30,  1870,  by  Dr. 
Jesse  Wasson.  It  was  at  that  time  a  sev¬ 
en-column  folio.  In  February,  1872,  the 
paper  was  enlarged  to  eight  columns.  The 
firm  became  J.  Wasson  &  Son  in  1879. 
January  1,  1886,  the  paper  was  made  a  six- 
column  quarto.  It  is  issued  on  Wednes¬ 
days,  at  $1.50  a  year,  and  is  Democratic  in 
politics.  The 

LA  PORTE  CITY  REPUBLICAN 

first  appeared  in  July,  1852,  W.  H.  Brink- 
erhoff,  editor  and  publisher.  After  strug¬ 
gling  against  fate  for  eleven  long,  weary 
months,  the  Republican  succumbed  to  the 
inevitable,  and  suspended  for  want  of  ade¬ 
quate  support.  The 

LA  PORTE  CITY  REVIEW 

was  established  June  10,  1879,  by  W.  E. 
Throne  and  S.  A.  Wagoner.  After  several 
changes,  the  firm  is  now  S.  A.  Wagoner  & 
Co.  The  Review  is  a  Republican  paper,  a 
six-column  quarto  in  size,  and  is  issued  on 
Thursdays  at  $1.50  per  year. 
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H/STORT  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUA/TT. 


HERE  is  no  subject 
connected  with  our 
progress  and  civiliza¬ 
tion  in  which  our 
people  have  taken 
a  deeper  interest  than 
in  that  of  education. 
While  our  public  schools, 
which  constitute  the  basis 
of  our  progress  and  intelli¬ 
gence,  have  especially  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  our 
most  enterprising  citizens 
and  legislators,  they  have 
also  liberally  encouraged 
the  higher  institutions  of 
learning,  as  is  shown  by  our 
numerous  seminaries,  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities.  Iowa  has  education  for  her  corner¬ 
stone  upon  which  she  has  reared  an  en¬ 
during  superstructure.  Education  is  the 
secret  of  the  great  prosperity  of  our  State 
and  the  safeguard  of  our  institutions. 
There  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  a  person 
being  uneducated  in  Iowa,  for  her  counties 
are  dotted  over  with  numerous  and  excel¬ 
lent  school-houses,  while  the  school  build¬ 
ings  in  the  cities  are  models  of  elegance 
and  convenience,  and  these  public  schools 
are  free  to  all,  rich  and  poor,  irrespective 
of  race,  color  or  religion.  There  has  been 
manifested  a  constant  and  very  general  de¬ 


termination  to  bring  the  schools  of  the 
State  to  the  highest  degree  of  excellence, 
consonant  with  sound  policy  and  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  its  material  resources. 

The  findings  of  the  last  census  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters,  although  hardly  a  revolu¬ 
tion  to  our  people,  are  yet  not  a  little  grati¬ 
fying,  as  they  enable  the  people  elsewhere 
to  realize  something  of  the  work  being  done 
in  Iowa  in  educational  matters.  In  re¬ 
spect  to  the  number  of  school-houses  Iowa 
is  seen  to  be  fifth,  New  York,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Ohio  and  Illinois  only  having  more. 
The  same  States  have  each  more  teachers 
than  Iowa.  Six  states  only  surpass  Iowa 
in  respect  of  sittings  in  schools,  of  value  of 
school  property,  of  outlay  for  school  pur¬ 
poses,  and  of  number  of  pupils  attending 
school.  In  respect  of  the  extent  of  illiter¬ 
acy,  no  less  than  twenty-five  States  have 
more  persons  over  ten  years  of  age  unable 
to  read  and  write. 

The  first  schools  taught  in  Black  Hawk 
County  were  private  or  subscription 
schools.  Their  accommodations,  as  may 
be  readily  supposed,  were  not  good. 
Sometimes  they  were  taught  in  small  log 
houses  erected  for  the  purpose.  Stoves 
and  such  heating  apparatus  as  are  in  use 
now  were  unknown.  A  mud  and  stick 
chimney  in  one  end  of  the  building,  with 
earthen  hearth,  with  fire-place  wide  enough 
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and  deep  enough  to  take  in  a  four-foot  back¬ 
log,  and  smaller  wood  to  match,  served  for 
warming  purposes  in  winter  and  a  kind  of 
conservatory  in  summer.  For  windows, 
part  of  a  log  was  cut  out  in  either  side,  and 
maybe  a  few  panes  of  eight  by  ten  glass 
set  in;  or,  just  as  likely  as  not,  the  aperture 
would  be  covered  over  with  greased  pa¬ 
per.  Writing  benches  were  made  of  wide 
planks,  or,  maybe  puncheons  resting  on 
pins  or  arms  driven  into  two-inch  auger 
holes  bored  into  the  logs  beneath  the 
windows.  Seats  were  made  out  of  thick 
planks  or  puncheons;  flooring  was  made  of 
the  same  kind  of  stuff.  Everything  was  rude 
and  plain,  but  many  of  America’s  greatest 
men  have  gone  out  from  just  such  school- 
houses  to  grapple  with  the  world  and  make 
a  name  for  themselves,  and  names  that 
come  to  be  an  honor  to  their  country. 
In  other  cases,  private  rooms  and  parts 
of  private  houses  were  utilized  as  school- 
houses,  but  the  furniture  was  just  as 
plain. 

But  all  these  things  are  changed  now.  A 
log  school-house  in  Iowa  is  a  rarity.  Their 
places  are  filled  with  handsome  frame  or 
brick  structures.  The  rude  furniture  has 
also  given  way,  and  the  old  school  books, 
the  “  Popular  Reader,”  the  “  English 
Reader  ”  (the  finest  literary  compilation 
ever  known  in  American  schools),  and 
“  Webster’s  Elementary  Spelling  Book,” 
are  superseded  by  others  of  greater  pre¬ 
tensions.  The  old  spelling  classes  and 
spelling  matches  have  followed  the  old 
school-houses  until  they  are  remembered 
only  in  name.  The  school-houses  and  their 
furnishings  are  in  full  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  the  law  that  provides  for  their 
maintenance  and  support.  The  teachers 
rank  high  among  the  other  thousands  of 
teachers  in  the  State;  and  the  several 
county  superintendents,  since  the  office  of 
superintendent  was  made  a  part  of  the- 
school  system,  have  been  chosen  with  es¬ 


pecial  reference  to  their  fitness  for  their 
position. 

It  is  impossible  to  find  any  reports  of 
educational  matters  in  this  county  prior  to 
1858,  when  the  Seventh  General  Assembly 
passed  “  An  act  for  the  public  instruction 
for  the  State  of  Iowa,”  and  organized  the 
present  school  system.  By  this  act,  which 
went  into  force  March  20,  1858,  each  civil 
township  was  made  a  school  district,  and 
the  number  of  districts  and  district  officers 
were  thus  greatly  reduced.  By  the  same 
act  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of 
schools  was  created,  and  appropriations 
made  in  aid  of  teachers’  institutes. 

The  first  teachers'  institute  held  in  the 
county,  of  which  any  recollection  remains, 
was  at  Cedar  Falls,  October  8-13,  i860, 
conducted  by  J.  L.  Enos,  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Those  in  attendance  were:  T.  Steed,  L. 
J.  Hammond,  W.  C.  Porter,  R.  C.  Hall,  J. 
S.  Livingston,  E.  B.  Lamb,  W.  H.  Merwin, 
Peter  Livingston,  T.  H.  Leslie,  Dr.  John 
Kerr,  E.  H.  Wilcox,  Wilbur  F.  Poor,  Jen¬ 
nie  Gardner,  Anna  Gardner,  E.  A.  Leslie, 
Alice  Doolittle,  Sarah  A.  Dougherty,  Lois 
A.  Dunham,  Anna  E.  Jaynes,  N.  Collins, 
E.  A.  McStay,  Anna  Bullock,  Mary  E. 
Pratt,  Mary  A.  Barnard,  M.  J.  Collier,  Mrs. 

D.  C.  Overman,  Mrs.  Joseph  Chase,  Phebe 
Tondro,  Susan  McNalley,  Emma  Hall,  W. 
Garrison,  L.  F.  Barnard,  WAV.  Engle,  M.  J. 
Engle,  M.  W.  Collins,  Eliza  Dixon,  M.  J. 
McStay.  The  officers  chosen  for  the  ensu¬ 
ing  year  were:  J.  M.  White,  President; 

E.  B.  Lamb,  Vice-President;  L.  F.  Barnard, 
Secretary;  T.  Steed,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  D. 
C.  Overman,  L.  J.  Hammond,  E.  H.  Wil¬ 
cox,  Executive  Committee. 

Between  October  5,  i860,  and  October 
4,  1861,  there  were  seventy  public  schools 
in  Black  Hawk  County;  number  of  pupils 
attending  school,  2,347;  number  of  teachers 
— males,  44;  females,  64;  average  weekly 
compensation  to  males,  $5.21;  to  females, 
$3.16;  amount  paid  teachers  during  }^ear, 
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HISTORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


§6,353.60.  The  total  population  of  the 
county  in  i860  was  8,244. 

In  i860  there  were  seventeen  township 
districts  and  seventy-one  sub-districts;  in 
1885,  eleven  townships,  fifty-six  independ¬ 
ent  and  eighty-six  sub-districts.  There  are 

O  J 

in  all  one  hundred  and  forty  ungraded 
schools  and  forty-four  rooms  in  graded 
schools.  The  average  number  of  months 
taught  is  seven  and  three-tenths. 

In  i860  there  were  six  male  and  twelve 
female  teachers  employed,  at  average  com¬ 
pensation  of  §6.46  and  $3.08  per  week,  re¬ 
spectively.  In  1885  forty-nine  male  teachers 
receive  an  average  of  $47.13  per  month 
each,  and  214  female  teachers,  $33.21  each. 

In  i860  there  were  1,461  males  and  1,371 
females  between  five  and  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  In  1885  there  are  4,219  males  and 
4,070  females. 

In  1884  there  were  6,554  pupils  enrolled 
in  the  public  schools  of  Black  Hawk  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  the  average  attendance  was  4,133. 
The  average  cost  per  pupil  was  $1.38  a 
month.  There  are  now  130  frame,  thirteen 
brick  and  seven  stone  school-houses,  valued 
at  $168,340.  Apparatus  is  valued  at  $2,- 
581. 

About  $75,000  is  paid  every  year  in 
teachers’  salaries. 

Detailed  mention  of  the  graded  schools 
will  be  found  in  the  chapters  devoted  to 
Waterloo,  Cedar  Falls,  etc. 

WATERLOO  COLLEGE. 

Waterloo  College  was  established  May, 
1885,  by  Prof.  T.  Tobin,  A.  M.  The  Pro¬ 
fessor  came  to  Waterloo  in  September,  1884, 
and  conducted  a  school  for  one  year  in  Rus¬ 
sell’s  Hall,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
feasibility  of  founding  the  above  named  in¬ 
stitution.  Professor  Tobin  commenced  his 
school  with  thirteen  scholars  and  raised  the 
enrollment  in  the  winter  term  to  eighty. 
With  this  prospect  before  him  he  resolved 
to  give  his  attention  and  best  efforts  to  the 


founding  of  the  proposed  college.  The  cit¬ 
izens  of  Waterloo  donated  two  excellent 
lots  for  a  building  site,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1885  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  college 
building  was  laid  with  appropriate  cere¬ 
monies. 

The  new  school  entered  at  once  upon  its 
career  of  usefulness  September,  1885.  The 
present  enrollment  is  123.  The  school  is 
intended  to  do  the  work  of  a  first-class  acad¬ 
emy,  and  to  also  a  fford  to  those  who  may 
desire  an  excellent  graduating  course.  Be¬ 
side  the  preparatory  and  graduating  cour¬ 
ses  there  is  a  business  and  normal  course. 
Everything  the  public  requires  is  taught. 
There  is  no  examination  required  upon  en¬ 
tering,  and  students  may  choose  their  own 
studies, in  either  of  the  above  named  courses. 
The  school  is  bound  to  prosper  and  accom¬ 
plish  much  good,  and  be  a  blessing  to  those 
who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  its  ad¬ 
vantages.  It  has  completed  a  long  and  suc¬ 
cessful  term  of  school.  The  enrollment 
was  123,  and  the  grade  was  most  excellent. 
Twenty  counties  were  represented — about 
one-half  the  school  was  from  Black  Hawk 
County,  Buchanan  stood  second. 

The  classification  was  as  follows  :  One 
hundred  and  two  studied  arithmetic,  thirty 
Algebra,  thirty-two  history  (ancient  and 
modern),  sixty  grammar,  fifteen  geogra¬ 
phy,  ten  physical  geography,  twenty-five 
reading,  forty -eight  writing,  120  spelling, 
forty-five  bookkeeping,  thirty  physiology, 
eight  philosophy,  twenty  German,  seven 
civil  government,  twenty  analysis,  eight 
Latin  and  120  literary  exercises. 

The  Amphiction  Society  affords  an  ex¬ 
cellent  school  for  literary  culture. 

There  is  a  classification  equal  to  the  best 
of  the  old  institutions.  The  Waterloo  Col¬ 
lege  is  to-day  more  efficient  and  better  pa¬ 
tronized  than  many  of  the  schools  in  our 
State  which  are  old  in  years  and  have  the 
support  of  church  and  denominational 
patronage.  This  school  is  doing  a  work 
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which  could  not  be  done  by  any  other 
school  in  the  State,  and  the  patronage  which 
it  has  received  sustains  the  good  judgment 
of  those  who  favored  the  enterprise,  and 
paid  their  money  to  establish  it. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  CEDAR  FALLS. 

This  school  was  established  by  an  act  of 
the  Sixteenth  General  Assembly,  approved 
March  17,  1876.  The  school  was  opened 
September  10,  and  has  had  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  career  during  ten  years.  It  has  en¬ 
rolled  two  thousand  one  hundred  (2,100) 
students,  and  has  graduated  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two  (192).  The  annual  enroll¬ 
ment  for  the  tenth  year  was  487  including 
sixty-eight  pupils  of  the  model  school. 
The  school  has  contended  with  difficulties 
during  its  history,  the  chief  of  which  has 
been  an  inadequate  appropriation  of  money 
to  develop  and  sustain  it  to  a  full  degree. 
The  tuition  is  free  to  all  students  who 
sign  a  declaration  that  they  are  attending 
the  school  with  the  purpose  of  preparing 
themselves  to  teach  and  that  they  design 
to  teach  in  Iowa.  Students  not  having 
this  purpose  are  charged  tuition.  A  stu¬ 
dent,  if  male,  must  be  at  least  seventeen, 
and  if  female  at  least  sixteen  years  of  age. 

The  Courses  of  Study  are: 

1.  The  Didactic  Course,  which  requires 
three  years  of  study  for  its  completion  and 
secures  for  the  student  a  certificate. 

2.  The  Scientific  Course,  which  requires 
four  years  for  its  completion.  It  is  equal 
to  college  courses  in  the  time  required, 
and  is  as  complete  though  differing  in  the 
choice  and  arrangement  of  subjects.  Stu¬ 
dents  graduating  from  this  course  receive 
a  diploma  and  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Didactics— B.  D.  In  addition  to 
these  regular  courses  there  are  a  Post 
Graduate  Professional  course,  and  a  Post 
Graduate  Scientific  course,  each  requir¬ 
ing  one  year  and  open  to  graduates  of  any 
school  of  the  college  class.  Within  the 

58 


regular  course  there  are:  1.  The  depart¬ 
ment  of  common  branches ;  2.  The  depart¬ 
ment  of  penmanship,  book-keeping  and 
drawing;  3.  The  department  of  music, 
vocal  and  instrumental;  4.  The  depart¬ 
ment  of  language  and  literature  (English 
and  Latin);  5.  The  department  of  mathe¬ 
matics;  6.  The  department  of  sciences;  7. 
The  department  of  educational  philosophy 
(didactics  and  psychology);  8.  Department 
of  methods. 

Board  of  Directors. — E.  H.  Thayer,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Clinton;  C.  C.  Cory,  Vice-President, 
Pella;  W.  M.  Field,  Cedar  Falls;  J.  C. 
Milliman,  Logan;  L.  D.  Lewelling,  Mitch- 
ellville;  J.  W.  Sattethwaite,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Faculty. — J.  C.  Gilchrist,  A.  M.,  Principal, 
teacher  of  didactics,  psychology  and  ethics ; 
M.  W.  Bartlett,  A.  M.,  teacher  of  English 
language  and  literature  ;  D.  S.  Wright,  A. 
M.,  teacher  of  mathematics;  W.  W.  Hull, 
A.  M.,  teacher  of  penmanship,  drawing 
and  accounts;  Miss  S.  Laura  Ensign,  A. 
M.,  teacher  of  history  and  geography ; 
Miss  Anna  E.  McGovern,  B.  D.,  teacher 
of  didactics  and  physiology ;  Miss  Maude 
Gilchrist,  B.  D.,  teacher  of  natural 
sciences  and  assistant  in  mathematics ; 
Miss  Mary  Bagg,  teacher  of  vocal  and  in¬ 
strumental  music;  Miss  Lillian  Bartlett, 
teacher  of  model  school. 

The  Grounds. — A  little  outside  of  the 
city  limits  are  the  Normal  School  grounds, 
consisting  of  forty  acres.  Fifteen  acres 
are  occupied  as  a  campus,  a  fine  rolling 
tract  on  which  several  hundred  thrifty 
trees  are  now  growing.  The  walks,  drives, 
trees,  shrubbery  and  grass-plots  are  well 
kept. 

The  Buildings. — There  are  at  present 
three.  They  are  all  heated  by  steam 
throughout,  water  is  supplied  on  every 
floor,  and  conveniences  for  comfort  and 
safety  are  well  provided. 

Central  Hall. — The  original  building  is  a 
great  structure  t)f  pleasing  outline,  four 
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stories  high.  It  has  an  eastern  frontage  of 
90  feet,  and  extends  west  100  feet.  At  55 
feet  from  front,  t he  width  changes  from  90 
to  45  feet. 

North  Hall  is  a  smaller  building,  50  x  30, 
and  is  two  stories  high.  It  is  used  as  a 
dormitory  for  young  men. 

South  Hall  is  the  new  building  dedicated 
June  8,  1873.  It  is  a  beautiful  and  impos¬ 
ing  building,  costing  with  its  furniture  and 
equipments  §40,000.  It  consists  of  a  cen¬ 
tral  portion  or  nave,  and  two  wings — north 
and  south — and  occupies  an  area  of  6,400 
square  feet.  It  has  an  eastern  frontage  of 
1 13  feet,  and  a  depth  of  78  feet,  each  of 
the  two  wings  being  32  X46  feet.  It  is  three 
stories  high,  with  a  basement  nearly  above 
ground,  and  two  large  rooms  as  a  fourth 
story  on  each  wing  for  society  halls.  The 
building  contains  the  halls  and  corridors, 
twenty-two  rooms  of  various  sizes,  besides 
the  large  rooms  of  library,  model  school 
(32  X45),  two  society  halls  and  chapel.  The 
chapel  is  78x45  feet,  with  ceiling  twenty- 
four  feet  from  floor,  and  is  finely  frescoed 
and  seated.  It  is  a  beautiful  room,  and 
will  comfortably  accommodate  600  people. 
The  building  is  supplied  with  an  excellent 
heating  apparatus  that  proved  satisfactory 
during  the  excessive  cold  of  last  winter,  a 
system  of  water  supply  for  all  chief  rooms, 
and  is  piped  for  gas  throughout. 

Boarding  Department.  —  The  buildings 
provide  accommodations  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  students.  North  Hall  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  young  men.  The  young  ladies 
are  accommodated,  part  in  Central  Hall 
and  part  in  South  Hall.  The  dining-room 
is  in  the  basement  of  Central  Hall.  The 
appointments  are  all  very  satisfactory  and 
conducive  to  health  and  comfort,  the  rooms 
are  kept  in  excellent  repair,  neatly  carpeted 
and  furnished,  thoroughly  ventilated  and 
heated  by  steam. 

The  Library  consists  of  over  2,000  vol¬ 
umes  of  standard  works,  on  nearly  all  • 


subjects  of  human  knowledge.  It  is  rich 
in  cyclopaedias  and  special  dictionaries  of 
the  arts  and  sciences.  It  contains  a  really 
large  and  choice  list  of  books  on  education 
and  allied  subjects.  This  collection  of  di¬ 
dactic  works  is  a  valuable  feature  to  those 
who  may  seek  this  school  for  professional 
study.  Valuable  additions  will  soon  be 
made  to  it.  The  new  library  room  is  very 
pleasantly  located  and  admirably  adapted 
to  its  uses. 

The  Apparatus  is  a  fine  collection  of 
well-chosen  pieces.  Maps,  charts,  globes, 
fine  instruments  for  physical  science,  chemi¬ 
cal  ware,  a  theodolite  for  surveying,  are 
all  provided.  A  fine  spectroscope,  Ruhm- 
korff  coil,  Plucker’s  tubes,  Crook’s  tubes, 
and  other  goods  have  lately  been  pur¬ 
chased  in  Germany  for  our  use. 

The  Laboratories  for  Physics  and  Chemistry 
are  fitted  up  with  the  modern  equipments 
and  conveniences,  and  are  as  complete  as 
the  best,  lacking  only  in  size. 

The  Literary  Societies. — There  are  three 
live  and  efficient  organizations  doing  good 
service  for  the  intellectual  advancement  of 
their  members. 

The  Philomathean  is  the  society  for 
young  men. 

The  Alpha  Society  and  the  Shakesperian 
Circle  are  the  societies  for  young  women. 

The  extraordinarily  low  cost  at  this 
school  is  ^vorthy  of  remark.  A  student 
can  have  a  good  home  for  forty  weeks, 
and  the  advantages  of  a  good  school  for  a 
total  cost  of  $121.62^  per  school  year. 

Besides  the  gentlemen  named  as  now 
constituting  the  Board  of  Directors,  there 
have  been  only  five  other  members  of  said 
board  during  the  period  of  ten  years,  and 
it  is  proper  that  special  mention  of  them  be 
made,  since  they  were  so  closely  identified 
with  the  inauguration  of  the  school — Hon. 
H.  C.  Hemenway,  Cedar  Falls;  Hon.  S.  G. 
Smith,  Newton;  Hon.  G.  S.  Robinson, 
Storm  Lake;  Hon.  J.  J.  Tollerton,  Cedar 
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Falls,  and  Prof.  N.  W.  Boyes,  Dubuque. 
It  is  true  that  lion.  William  Pattee,  Janes¬ 
ville,  was  a  director  for  a  few  months  at 
the  begfinninor,  but  he  resigned  to  become 

o  o r  o 

steward,  an  office  which  he  held  nine  years. 
Mr.  H  emenway  was  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Sixteenth 
General  Assembly  (1876)  and  much  credit 
is  due  him  for  his  legislative  management 
in  securing  the  founding  of  the  school  and 
the  necessary  appropriations.  It  is  well 
known  that  Hon.  Edward  G.  Miller,  Sena¬ 
tor  from  Black  Hawk  County,  first  pro¬ 
jected  this  plan  of  a  normal  school  to 
the  Fifteenth  General  Assembly,  two 
years  earlier,  and  as  the  ally  of  Mr.  Hem- 
enway  he  ably  sustained  the  measure  in 
the  Senate  of  the  Sixteenth.  The  cause  of 
education  is  much  indebted  to  these 
gentlemen. 

The  school  is  now  one  of  the  great  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  of  Iowa.  At  no  time 
in  its  history  has  it  been  more  widely  and 


favorably  known  than  now.  Its  influence 
is  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  commonwealth. 
It  is  a  State  school  in  name  and  in  fact,  not 
only  because  it  is  supported  bv  the  State 
treasury,  but  because  it  draws  students 
from  every  part  of  the  State.  During  the 
second  year  of  the  school,  fifty-three  coun¬ 
ties  were  represented;  during  the  third, 
fifty-seven;  during  the  fourth,  fifty-four; 
during  the  fifth,  sixty-four;  during  the 
sixth,  sixty-six;  during  the  seventh,  six¬ 
ty-six  ;  during  the  eighth,  sixty-three ; 
during  the  ninth,  sixty-nine;  during  the ' 
tenth,  seventy-four.  All  counties  in  the 
State  have  sent  students  from  time  to 
time.  Its  graduates  are  successful  even 
beyond  expectation,  and  they  are  doing 
great  service  in  sustaining  and  improving 
the  cause  of  popular  education.  It  is  ob¬ 
vious,  however,  that  the  useful  influence  of 
the  school  is  only  begun.  Its  luture  must 
reach  a  very  high  standard  and  attain 
great  power. 
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HE  following  lists  show 
who  have  filled  the 
different  county  and 
district  offices  since 
the  organization  of 
the  county. 

COUNTY  JUDGES. 


Jonathan  R.  Pratt,  1853-5 
(died  in  office) ;  John  Ran- 
1 85 5— ’7;  Julius  C.  Hub- 
1 857— ’9  ;  George  W. 
Couch,  i860-’ 1  (confined  to 
probate  duties  after  1861); 
S.  D.  Shaw,  1 862— ’7  ;  Dan¬ 
iel  W.  Foote,  i868-’9.  This 
office  was  abolished  in  1868,  to  take  effect 
with  the  close  of  1869. 

SCHOOL  FUND  COMMISSIONERS. 

H.  H.  Fowler,  1853-4;  Stephen  A.  Bish¬ 
op,  1854.  Office  was  abolished  during  Mr. 
Bishop’s  incumbency. 

DRAINAGE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Norman  L.  Jackson,  1 85 3— ’5  ;  Thomas  R. 
Points,  1855-7;  J-  W.  Holmes,  1857-9; 
Jacob  Wolf,  i860;  A.  G.  Bannister,  1 86 1— ’2  ; 
S.  R.  Crittenden,  1863-5;  J.  A.  Loatwell, 
1866.  Office  abolished  during  Mr.  Loat- 
well’s  term. 


TREASURERS  AND  RECORDERS. 

Aaron  Dow,  1853-5  ;  D.  E.  Hardy,  1855— 
’6;  Francis  B.  Davidson,  1856-’/  ;  A.  C,  Bun¬ 
nell,  1 857— ’65.  In  1865  the  two  offices  were 
separated. 

TREASURERS. 

John  Elwell,  i86b-’;;  R.  A.  Whittaker, 
1 868— ’75  ;  David  B.  Washburn,  i876-’8i  ; 
Frank  M.  Shoemaker,  1882 — . 

RECORDERS. 

James  W.  McClure,  1 865— ’72 ;  Chester  B. 
Stilson,  i873-’84  ;  Charles  D.  Becker,  1885-. 

CLERKS  OF  COURTS. 

John  H.  Brooks,  1853-4  (resigned  April 
’4,  1854);  Luther  L.  Reas,  1854;  Martin 
Bailey,  1854-5;  Morrison  Bailey,  185  5—  6  ; 
J.  B  Severance,  i856-’6o;  Dempster  J. 
Coleman,  i86i-’6;  G.  E.  Eberhart,  1867- 
’72;  J.C.  Gates,  1873-80;  Albert  J.  Edwards, 
1881 — . 

SHERIFFS. 

John  Virden,  1 853—’ 5 ;  Benjamin  F.  Thom¬ 
as,  185 5— *7  ;  John  Elwell,  1 857— ’61  ;  W.  F. 
Brown,  1862-73  ;  George  W.  Hayzlett,  1874 
-’82;  William  W.  Edgington,  1883 — . 

PROSECUTING  ATTORNEYS. 

William  L.  Christie,  1853;  R-  P-  Speer, 
1854;  A.  F.  Brown,  1854;  John  Randall, 


33 


33 

33 

k”ikT/ 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

mm 

33 

33 

vv 

^4^4 

vv 

vv 

w 

vv 

44 

4v 

33 

33 

^4^4 

33 

33 

vv 

vv 

^4^4 

33 

33 

33 

33 

4v 

44 

4v 

4r* 

4r4f 

^4^4 

'*4 

^1^4 

k^k^l 

?4 

\&4hWjl 

w 

mm 

k^im 

^4^4 

33 

33 

r+'^r 

vv 

i&i&i 

w 

mm 

w 

mm 

w 

w 

mm 

33 

33 

vv 

k^Wi 

w 

mm 

W 

w 

mm 

mm 

k^l^l 

w 

mm 


as 

Va 

vv 

55 

55 

55 

55 

;♦> 

«s 

vv 

nra 

V<K 

VV 

vv 

55 

nn 

♦ ♦ 

vv 

nn 

w 

Vv 

Vv 

vv 

Vv 

vv 

vv 

Vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

p 

V  V 
Vv 
vv 
vv 
vv 
vv 
vv 
55 
55 
55 
w 

Vv 

VV 

vv 

55 

vv 

55 

vv 

55 

vv 

Vv 

Vv 

vv 

Vv 

55 

Vv 

55 

Vv 

Vv 

Vv 

•V 

»T(»«V4 

Vv 

Vv 

Vv 

VV 

w 

w 

VV 

k« 

vv 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

vv 

55 

55 

Vv 

Vv 

VV 

kw> 

Vv 

mm 

V'V 

Vv 

W.T 

VV 

vv 


vv 

V'V 

V'V 


185 4—  ’ 5  ;  William  Haddock,  185 5-’6  ;  Will¬ 
iam  H.  McClure,  1856;  S.  W.  Rawson, 
1857.  Office  abolished,  and  duties  given  to 
district  attorney. 

SURVEYORS. 

Charles  Mullan,  1 853—’ 5  ;  George  W.  Mil¬ 
ler,  185 5—  9  ;  M.  L.  Tracy,  i86o-’2;  George 
W.  Miller,  1 863—* 5  ;  John  Ball,  i866-’7  ;  E. 
A.  Snyder,  1 868— '73  ;  E.  Rodenberger,  1874- 
’8 1  ;  Martin  L.  Newton,  i882-’3  ;  John  Ball, 
1 884 — . 

AUDITORS. 

Daniel  W.  Foote,  1870 — . 

DEPUTY  AUDITORS. 

J.  C.  Gates,  i870-’2  ;  W.  A.  Cottrell,  1873 
-’9;  Kate  A.  Foote,  1886 — . 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Truman  Steed,  1 859— ’6 1  ;  M.  H.  Moore, 
1862-3  ;  George  Ordway,  1864-’ 5  ;  J.  C. 
Gates,  i866-’7  ;  Seymour  Gookins,  1 868— ’9; 
E.  G.  Miller,  1870;  A.  H.  Nye,  i870-’i  ;  W. 
H.  Brinkerhoff,  1 872—^3  ;  A.  F.  Townsend, 
1 874—’ 5  ;  James  S.  George,  1 876— ’9;  Wilford 
M.  Smith,  1880-’ 1  ;  Loren  E.  Churchill, 
1 882—’ 5  ;  Jacob  E.  Buechele,  1886 — . 

SUPERVISORS  (TOWNSHIP  SYSTEM). 

1861.  — M.  Bailey,  Chairman;  C.  F.  Ja- 
quith,  M.  H.  Moore,  Jesse  Wasson,  J.  B. 
Orr,  Levi  Washburn,  S.  P.  Babcock,  F.  S. 
Tewksbury,  D.  W.  Jordan,  H.  P.  H  omer, 
Oscar  Dunton,  D.  E.  Champlin,  James 
Hempseed,  John  Hackett,  Gilson  Gardner, 
J.  H.  Mead  and  J.  Jaquith. 

1862.  — M.  H.  Moore,  Chairman  ;  F.  B. 
Carpenter,  O.  O.  St.  John,  J.  Wasson,  J.  B. 
Orr,  L.  Washburn,  L.  B.  Sheppard,  F.  S. 
Tewksbury,  D.  W.  Jordan,  W.  W.  Hutton, 
Oscar  Dunton,  D.  E.  Champlin,  James 
Hempseed,  John  Hackett,  Gilson  Gardner, 
J.  H.  Mead,  Charles  Pierce  and  Horace 
Beckwith. 

1863.  — M.  H.  Moore,  Chairman;  L.  B. 
Sheppard,  W.  W.  Hutton,  D.  E.  Champlin, 


Gilson  Gardner,  Horace  Beckwith,  John 
Hackett,  D.  W.  Jordan,  O.  O.  St.  John, 
Jacob  Wolf,  I.  T.  Corwin,  Byron  Sergeant 
Simeon  Clark,  J.  H.  Potts,  O.  M.  Hayden 
and  George  Bishop.  John  Hackett  died  in 
February,  and  I.  D.  Gilkey  was  appointed. 

1864.  — M.  H.  Moore,  Chairman;  Caleb 
May,  George  Bishop,  I.  T.  Corwin,  D.  W. 
Jordan,  Byron  Sergeant,  B.  G.  Updike, 
Jacob  Wolf,  D.  E.  Champlin,  J.  H.  Potts, 
I.  D.  Gilkey,  O.  M.  Ha}*den,  H.  M.  Bailey, 
Albert  Vittum,  L.  B.  Sheppard,  John  Mc¬ 
Manus,  William  Rolph  and  Simeon  Clark. 

1865.  — M.  H.  Moore,  Chairman;  Caleb 
May,  William  Gilchrist,  William  Rolph, 
Josiah  Jackson,  I.  T.  Corwin,  L.  B.  Shep¬ 
pard,  O.  Hughes,  H.  W.  Abbey,  B.  G.  Up- 
dyke,  James  Sandiland,  D.  E.  Champlin, 
P.  S.  Canfield,  I.  D.  Gilkey,  John  Bird,  Nel¬ 
son  Hitchcock,  H.  M.  Bailey  and  Albert 
Vittum. 

1866.  — D.  E.  Champlin,  Chairman  ;  James 
S.  George,  Caleb  May,  William  Gilchrist, 
William  Rolph,  Josiah  Jackson,  I.  T.  Cor¬ 
win,  C.  P.  Nichols,  A.  A.  Alline,  H.  W. 
Abbey,  W.  H.  Hutton,  James  Sandiland, 
P.  S.  Canfield,  L.  Goings,  Damon  Mott,  N. 
Hitchcock,  H.  M.  Bailey  and  AlbertVittum. 

1867.  — A.  A.  Alline,  Chairman  ;  James  S. 
George,  Caleb  May,  William  Gilchrist,  T. 
H.  Elwell,  Josiah  Jackson,  I.  T.  Corwin,  C. 
P.  Nichols,  L.  P.  Holt,  W.  H.  Hutton, 
James  Sandiland,  R.  S.  Wooster,  J.  M. 
Northrup,  I.  D.  Gilkey,  Damon  Mott,  Nel 
son  Hitchcock,  A.  T.  Webster  and  Albert 
Vittum. 

1868.  — Byron  Culver,  Chairman;  N.  S. 
Boyles,  D.  E.  Champlin,  L.  A.  Cobb,  Nel¬ 
son  Hitchcock,  L.  P.  Holt,  Josiah  Jackson, 
S.  H.  Rownd,  James  Sandiland,  G.  F. 
Ward,  I.  T.  Corwin,  James  Hempseed,  H. 
P.  Homer,  G.  W.  Humphrey,  H.  J.  Mc¬ 
Cord,  Damon  Mott,  C.  P.  Nichols,  A.  T. 
Webster  and  H.  J.  McCord. 

1869.  — Cicero  Close,  Chairman;  J.  D. 
Abbott,  N.  S.  Boyles,  D.  E.  Champlin,  L. 
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A.  Cobb,  I.  T.  Corwin,  G.  W.  Humphrey, 
H.  P.  Homer,  I.  D.  Gilkey,  Josiah  Jackson, 
H.  J.  McCord,  Damon  Mott,  Alonzo  Nor¬ 
ris,  Charles  Robinson,  Samuel  H.  Rownd, 
Byron  Sergeant,  L.  B.  Sheppard,  Jesse 
Wasson  and  A.  T.  Webster. 

1870.  — Cicero  Close,  Chairman;  J.  D. 
Abbott,  Urias  Casteel,  D.  E.  Champlin,  L. 

A.  Cobb,  I.  T.  Corwin,  J.  L.  Finch,  Daniel 
Fish,  G.  W.  Hayzlett,  E.  C.  Humphrey, 
Josiah  Jackson,  Jefferson  Jaquith,  Caleb 
May,  H.  J.  McCord,  C.  B.  Miller,  Alonzo 
Norris,  Charles  Robinson,  S.  H.  Rownd 
and  Byron  Sergeant. 

SUPERVISORS  (BOARD  OF  THREE). 

1 87 1 .  — Cicero  Close,  Chairman;  George 

B.  Van  Saun  and  A.  T.  Weather  wax. 

1872.  — A.  T.  Weatherwax,  Chairman; 
George  B.  Van  Saun  and  Cicero  Close. 

1 873.  — Cicero  Close,  Chairman;  A.  T. 
Weatherwax  and  A.  T.  Webster. 

SUPERVISORS  (BOARD  OF  SEVEN). 

i874* — A.  T.  Weatherwax,  Chairman  ;  A. 
T.  Webster,  N.  Hitchcock,  D.  B.  Wash¬ 
burn,  H.  J.  McCord,  H.  W.  Jenney  and 
Caleb  May. 

1875.  — Caleb  May,  Chairman;  J.  C.  Burn¬ 
ham,  H.  W.  Jenney,  H.  J.  McCord,  D.  B. 
Washburn,  A.  T.  Weatherwax  and  A.  T. 
Webster. 

1876.  — H.  J.  McCord,  Chairman;  H.  W. 
Jenney,  Jefferson  Jaquith,  J.  C.  Burnham, 
H.  B.  Eighmey,  A.  T.  Weatherwax  and 
Caleb  May. 

1 B77. — H.  J.  McCord,  Chairman;  Caleb 
^Iay>  John  McQuilkin,  B.  J.  Rodamar,  A. 
T.  Weatherwax,  H.  W.  Jenney  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  Jaquith. 

1878. — H.  W.  Jenney,  Chairman  ;  H.  J. 
McCord  (resigned  March  29,  1878,  and  I. 
T.  Corwin  appointed  April  3,  1878),  Jeffer¬ 
son  Jaquith,  Caleb  May,  John  McQuilkin, 
Samuel  Owens  and  B.  J.  Rodamar. 

I^79- — Samuel  Owens,  Chairman;  Thom¬ 


as  Welstead,  Edward  Townsend,  Wallace 
M.  Young,  H.  W.  Jenney,  John  McQuilkin 
and  B.  J.  Rodamar. 

1880.  — John  McQuilkin,  Chairman; 
George  W.  Miller,  B.  J.  Rodamar,  Thomas 
Welstead,  Edward  Townsend,  Wallace  M. 
Young  and  Samuel  Owens. 

1881.  — B.  J.  Rodamar,  Chairman;  John 
McQuilkin,  George  W.  Miller,  Thomas 
Welstead,  Edward  Townsend,  Wallace  M. 
Young  and  Samuel  Owens. 

1882.  — George  W.  Miller,  Chairman; 
Charles  B. Campbell,  Milton  Philleo, George 
Tuthill,  John  McQuilkin,  B.  J.  Rodamar 
and  Samuel  Owens. 

1883.  — Charles  B.  Campbell,  Chairman; 
Samuel  Owens,  Milton  Philleo,  George 
Tuthill,  Frank  Neely,  John  McQuilkin  and 
J.  M.  Lichty. 

1884.  — Milton  Philleo,  Chairman  ;  Sam¬ 
uel  Owens,  Frank  Neely,  J.  M.  Lichty, 
John  McQuilkin,  George  Tuthill  and 
Charles  B.  Campbell. 

1885.  — John  McQuilkin,  Chairman;  Sam¬ 
uel  Owens,  Frank  Neely,  J.  M.  Lichty, 
Henry  W.  Bucher,  Edward  Townsend  and 
George  W.  Chatfield. 

1886.  — Frank  Neely,  Chairman;  Samuel 
Owens,  Henry  W.  Bucher,  Edward  Town¬ 
send,  George  W.  Chatfield,  John  McQuil¬ 
kin  and  John  S.  Halley. 

SENATORS. 

A.  F.  Brown,  i86o-’3  ;  Coker  F.  Clark 
son,  1 864-’ 5  ;  James  B.  Powers,  i866-’9; 
George  W.  Couch,  1870-4  ;  John  H.  Leav¬ 
itt,  1 872— ’3 ;  Edward  G.  Miller,  1874-7; 
Herman  C.  Hemenway,  1 878— ’85  ;  Matt. 
Parrott,  1886. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Morrison  Bailey,  1 856— *7  ;  Zimri  Streeter, 
1858-61;  Warner  H.  Curtis,  i862-’3;  Cic¬ 
ero  Close,  1 864^7 ;  George  Ordway,  1868- 
’9;  T.  B.  Carpenter  and  Jesse  Wasson 
1870-T  ;  Cicero  Close  and  George  B.  Van 
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HIS  TOR  r  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


Saun,  1 873— ’3  ;  Charles  B.  Campbell  and 
Robert  P.  Speer,  1874-’ 5  ;  Harlan  P.  Ho¬ 
mer  and  Herman  C.  Hemenway,  18 76-’ 7  ; 
Lore  Alford  and  Jeremiah  L.  Gay,  1 878— ’9; 
Lore  Alford  and  Jeremiah  L.  Gqy,  1 880—’  1 ; 
Charles  A.  Bishop  and  Thomas  Welstead, 
1 882— ’3  ;  George  W.  Hayzlett,  1884. 

RAILROADS. 

Black  Hawk  County  is  well  supplied 
with  these  useful  aids  to  commerce.  The 
oldest  of  these  is  the  Dubuque  &  Sioux 
City  Road,  now  operated  by  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company.  The  prelimi¬ 
nary  survey  was  made  in  1854,  but  the 
company  being  financially  weak,  little 
progress  was  made  for  some  years.  Differ¬ 
ent  parties  in  this  county  contributed  lands 
and  money  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
$100,000.  The  county  was  asked  to  aid  the 
enterprise  by  subscribing  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  to  the  amount  of 
$200,000,  and  the  people  voted  to  do  so. 
The  bonds  were  never  issued,  however,  as 
the  people  of  Waterloo  became  about  that 
time  interested  in  the  Cedar  Falls  &  Minne¬ 
sota  Railroad,  which  was  thought  to  be  of 
more  consequence  to  this  county.  By  way 
of  retaliation,  the  route  of  the  road  was 
changed  so  that  the  station  is  now  at  an  in¬ 
convenient  distance  from  the  city.  The 
track  reached  Cedar  Falls,  March  29,  1861, 
and  the  first  regular  train  arrived  on  the 
following  Monday.  This  event  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  Cedar  Falls  with  great  circum¬ 
stance.  Late  in  1864  the  road  was  ex¬ 
tended  westward  out  of  the  county,  and  a 
few  years  ago  a  long  lease  was  executed  in 
favor  of  the  Illinois  Central,  which  now 
operates  it. 

The  Cedar  Falls  &  Minnesota  was  begun 
in  the  autumn  of  i  860,  though  no  track  was 
laid  until  1864.  The  people  of  Cedar  Falls 
hoped  to  have  the  road  start  northward 
from  their  town,  but  the  company  was  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City 


Company  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was 
forced  by  the  latter  corporation  to  begin 
two  miles  east  of  Cedar  Falls.  When,  in 
the  course  of  time,  this  road  also  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Illinois  Central,  it  became 
known  as  “  the  branch,”  and  Waterloo  be¬ 
came  its  real  southern  terminus. 

The  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North¬ 
ern  was  built  through  Black  Hawk  County 
in  1870,  under  the  name  of  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota.  Cedar  Falls 
voted  a  tax  of  5  per  cent,  to  aid  in  its 
construction,  and  Waterloo  and  other  towns 
gave  material  assistance.  The  construc¬ 
tion  train  reached  Cedar  Falls,  November 
30,  1870,  just  a  month  in  advance  of  the 
time  agreed  upon  by  the  officers  of  that 
company. 

The  Wisconsin,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Road, 
known  as  the  Diagonal,  gives  a  direct 
line  to  Des  Moines,  from  both  Waterloo 
and  Cedar  Falls.  The  latter  place  is  the 
present  terminus,  and  a  branch  extends 
from  Hudson  to  Waterloo.  It  was  con¬ 
structed  in  1884,  and  will  soon  be  built 
northeast,  to  some  point  in  Wisconsin. 

THE  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETY. 
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The  first  meeting  for  the  organization  of 
an  agricultural  society  in  this  county  was 
held  at  the  clerk’s  office  in  Waterloo,  Au 
gust  30,  1856.  G.  A.  Knowles  was  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  meeting,  and  S.  W.  Rawson,  ** 
Secretary.  At  this  meeting,  a  Constitution 
was  adopted  and  the  following  officers  elect¬ 
ed:  President,  George  Ordway ;  Vice- 

Presidents,  G.  A.  Knowles,  Z.  Streeter,  B. 
Winset;  Corresponding  Secretary,  S.  W. 
Rawson  ;  Recording  Secretary,  J.  O.  Will¬ 
iams  ;  Treasurer,  O.  E.  Hardy.  Executive 
Committee — L.  Kennicutt,  S.  R.  Critten¬ 
den,  James  Barclay,  C.  K.  White,  James 
Dunkerton,  S.  Webster,  Benjamin  Knapp, 

M.  S.  Oxley,  M.  W.  Chapman,  William 
Kent  and  Byron  Sergeant. 
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The  executive  committee  was  author¬ 
ized  to  make  arrangements  for  a  fair,  but 
the  first  exhibition  was  not  held  until  Octo¬ 
ber  1,  1857,  when  it  took  place  at  the  court¬ 
house.  The  records  do  not  show  the  pre¬ 
miums  awarded,  but  the  treasurer’s  first 
annual  report  gives  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  as  amounting  to  $100.  The  attend¬ 
ance  was  quite  large  for  the  time,  and 
the  exhibition  a  meritorious  one.  One  of 
the  principal  attractions  was  an  immense 
squash  vine,  bearing  1,100  pounds  of 
“  fruit,”  exhibited  by  T.  B.  and  B.  S. 
Doxey.  During  the  fair,  the  organization 
was  perfected,  and  the  officers  same  as 
above  continued  for  another  year,  except 
that  James  Evans  was  elected  Treasurer, 
and  J.  H.  Sherrill,  L.  C.  Sanborn  and 
J.  H.  Mead  were  added  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  second  fair  was  on  the  West  Side, 
the  following  year.  The  vegetables,  fine 
arts,  pickles,  needle-work,  preserves,  etc., 
were  in  the  basement  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  the  stock  and  cumbersome  ar¬ 
ticles  were  on  the  bluff,  somewhere  near 
Fowler’s  greenhouse. 

The  grounds  of  the  society  were  pur¬ 
chased  in  1865,  but  had  been  occupied  for 
several  years  before  the  purchase  for  the 
exhibition  of  stock,  etc.,  and  the  court-house 
was  used  for  an  exhibition  hall.  The 
grounds  cost  $2,175.  Cost  of  fitting  up, 
fences  and  improvements,  about  $1,600. 
Fairs  were  held  every  year  until  1881,  when 
the  society  found  itself  too  deeply  involved 
to  continue  its  existence. 

The  following  were  the  Presidents  of  the 
society  from  its  organization  to  the  close  : 
George  Ordway,  1 856— ’8  ;  J.  H.  Sherrill, 

1 859; - ,  i860;  0.0.  St.  John,  1861- 

’4;  Cicero  Close,  1865;  John  Elwell,  1866; 
C.  A.  Farwell,  1867;  P.  Mclsaac,  1868-70; 
A.  Cottrell,  1871  ;  Byron  Sergeant,  1872  ; 
A.  Cottrell,  1873-4  ;  Albert  Whitney,  1875; 

H.  B.  Allen,  1 876— ’8 ;  A.  C.  Bratnober, 
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1879;  W.  T.  Whitney,  1880,  and  M.  W. 
Miller,  1881. 

The  Cedar  Valley  District  Joint  Stock 
Agricultural  Association  was  organized  in 
^56,  through  Peter  Melendy,  who  was  its 
first  president.  Fairs  were  held  at  Cedar 
Falls  until  1872,  when  a  union  was  made 
with  the  county  society. 

WATERLOO  AS  A  PORT  OF  ENTRY. 

Up  to  and  including  a  part  of  the  year 
1858  the  people  of  this  town  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  were  compelled  to  go  to 
Dubuque  and  Iowa  City,  then  the  nearest 
railroad  points,  for  all  their  supplies,  and 
grain  was  also  hauled  to  those  places  by 
teams.  In  1858  a  steamboat  of  about 
100  tons  capacity  was  built  by  citizens 
of  Cedar  Rapids  for  the  upper  Cedar  traf¬ 
fic,  and  named  the  “  Blackhawk.”  That 
year  is  noted  for  the  extreme  high  water, 
and  almost  all  the  season  the  Cedar  was 
high  enough  for  steamboat  purposes.  A 
boat  was  already  running  down  the  river 
from  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  intention  was 
to  connect  with  it  there,  although  the 
freight  had  to  be  transferred  on  account  of 
the  dam. 

On  the  8th of  October  the  “Blackhawk” 
made  its  appearance  here  amid  the  wildest 
excitement  of  the  citizens,  who  fired  salutes, 
run  up  flags,  and  made  other  demonstration 
of  joy.  The  first  landing  was  effected 
down  below  the  island,  and  subsequently 
the  boat  was  moved  up  to  the  bank  near 
the  livery  stables,  still  standing.  The  boat 
was  a  stern-wheeler,  with  J.  J.  Snouffer,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  as  captain,  and  the  first  trip 
up  was  of  several  days’  duration,  as  ob¬ 
structions  had  to  be  removed  from  the  chan¬ 
nel,  and  frequent  stoppages  had  to  be  made 
to  procure  wood,  etc. 

On  the  day  following  Captain  Snouffer 
gave  a  free  excursion  to  the  citizens  for  a 
trip  down  the  river.  In  the  evening  the 
citizens  returned  the  compliment  by  giving 
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the  captain  and  the  officers  of  the  boat  a 
grand  banquet  at  Capwell’s  Hall,  at  which 
were  speeches,  toasts,  responses  and  con¬ 
gratulations,  and  we  suppose  the  gocd 
cheer  induced  dreams  of  a  custom  house 
here,  with  direct  trade  established  with  all 
European  ports. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat 
excited  the  citizens  of  Cedar  Falls  almost 
as  much  as  those  of  Waterloo.  The  dam 
across  the  river  here  was  an  effectual  bar 
to  any  advance  up  the  river,  and  the  people 
of  the  former  town  could  not  bear  the  idea 
of  having  Waterloo  stand  at  the  head  of 
navigation.  Delegations  were  sent  here  to 
interview  the  captain,  and  strong  threats 
were  made  of  tearing  out  the  dam  and  rais¬ 
ing  Cain  generally.  But  the  captain  made 
a  trial  trip,  with  Andrew  Mullarky,  of 
Cedar  Falls,  at  the  bow  to  point  out  the 
way,  and  after  spending  several  hours  it 
was  demonstrated  that  the  boat  could  not 
even  reach  the  dam,  and  the  citizens  up 
above  had  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  being  a 
port  of  entry. 

Two  or  three  trips  were  made  before  the 
close  of  navigation,  and  the  boat  was  a 
great  help  to  the  town.  Salt,  which  had 
formerly  been  sold  at  $8  per  barrel,  with 
only  50  cents  profit,  dropped  down  to  $4, 
and  other  bulky  articles  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion.  Freights  from  Chicago  were  re¬ 


duced  to  70  cents  per  hundred,  which  was 
very  low  for  that  time.  Waterloo  became 
the  headquarters  for  the  salt  trade  for  all 
the  points  north  and  west. 

In  1859  trips  were  resumed  and  continued 
until  the  water  got  so  low  it  was  impossible 
to  make  the  ascent.  The  last  trip  the  boat 
had  to  be  unloaded  at  Gilbertville  and  her 
cargo  then  hauled  by  wagon  to  this  city. 
The  boat  was  afterward  taken  back  to  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids. 

POPULATION. 

The  following  figures  are  from  the  State 
census  of  1885: 


TOWNSHIP  OR  CITY. 

FOREIGN 

BORN. 

NATIVE. 

TOTAL. 

Barclay .  ... 

153 

579 

732 

Bennington . 

153 

614 

767 

Big  Creek . 

69 

422 

491 

Black  Hawk .  . 

173 

703 

876 

Cedar . . 

96 

5°4 

600 

Cedar  Falls . 

234 

698 

932 

Eagle . 

178 

562 

740 

East  Waterloo . 

123 

706 

829 

Fox  . 

200 

602 

802 

Lester. ...  . 

146 

784 

930 

Lincoln . 

I IO 

5LS 

625 

Mt.  Vernon . 

134 

709 

843 

Orange . 

58 

712 

770 

Povner . 

215 

817 

1,032 

Spring  Creek . 

36 

604 

64O 

Union  . 

54 

420 

474 

Washington . 

43 

395 

438 

Waterloo  . 

57 

364 

421 

Cedar  Falls  City . 

823 

2,562 

3,385 

Waterloo  City . . 

1,048 
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|H  E  county  seat  of 
Black  Hawk  is  now  a 
city  of  6,500  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  is  the  larg¬ 
est  city  in  the  north¬ 
ern  third  of  Iowa. 
By  location  it  seems  highly 
favored,  and  with  its  nat¬ 
ural  advantages  and  the 
start  it  has  already,  it  is 
certain  to  become  in  time 
a  large  and  wealthy  place. 
It  is  beautifully  situated  on 
both  banks  of  the  Cedar 
River,  at  a  point  where  the 
timber  handsomely  opens 
out  into  a  fine  rolling  prairie,  forming  a 
site  as  perfectly  adapted  for  the  location  of 
a  large  and  healthful  city  as  if  it  had  been 
designed  by  the  Creator  for  that  purpose. 
The  business  and  residence  portions  are 
divided  by  the  river  in  the  proportion  of 
three-fifths  on  the  east  side,  and  two-fifths 
on  the  west  side.  The  buildings  are  situ¬ 
ated  on  ground  which  in  the  lowest  portion 
is  just  above  ordinary  high  water,  and, 
gradually  rising  as  it  recedes,  affords  some 
quite  elevated  and  commanding  building 
sites  a  few  blocks  back  from  the  business 
streets,  which  run  parallel  with  the  river 
on  the  west  side,  and  at  right  angles  with 


it  on  the  east,  which  have  only  a  sufficient 
grade  to  afford  good  drainage.  The  town 
is  regularly  laid  out  with  most  of  the  streets 
running  parallel  and  at  right  angles  with 
the  river,  which  here  runs  in  nearly  a 
southeast  direction,  although  some  portion 
of  the  east  side  is  laid  out  north  and  south. 
The  general  appearance  and  character  of 
the  improvements  are  good,  fully  equal 
with  those  of  Eastern  towns  that  possess  no 
larger  population.  Some  really  handsome 
business  blocks  adorn  the  principal  streets 
on  either  side,  while  the  generality  of  the 
residences  are  neat  and  tasty  in  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  with  a  few  that  are  truly  palatial 
in  design,  external  finish  and  arrangements, 
surrounded  by  grounds  that  cannot  fail  to 
attract  the  attention  and  secure  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  most  unobserving.  The  river, 
which  is  here  some  900  feet  in  width,  has 
good  banks  and  a  solid  lime-rock  bottom, 
over  which  the  water,  clear  as  crystal,  flows 
sufficient  quantities  to  afford  motive 


m 


power  sufficient  to  drive  almost  any 
amount  of  machinery.  This  power,  which 
is  among  the  best,  has,  though  but  partially 
improved,  already  done  much  to  advance 
the  business  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  is 
destined  at  no  very  distant  day  to  be  of 
still  greater  value  in  encouraging  manufact¬ 
ures  and  other  material  interests,  without 
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which  no  Western  town  can  secure  or  hold 
a  large  business. 

The  railroad  facilities  of  Waterloo  are 
excellent.  The  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
runs  east,  west  and  north;  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  ck  Northern  runs  north  and 
south ;  and  the  Wisconsin,  Iowa  &  Ne¬ 
braska  runs  southwest.  The  latter,  known 
as  the  Diagonal  Railroad,  is  to  be  extended 
soon  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  to  some 
point  in  Wisconsin.  At  present  Waterloo 
is  the  northeastern  terminus.  Over  it  one 
can  go  direct  to  Des  Moines  ;  over  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  the 
traveler  goes  without  change  to  Burling¬ 
ton  or  to  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul ;  by  the 
Illinois  Central  is  a  direct  line  to  points  in 
Illinois,  and  south  to  New  Orleans,  and 
west  to  Sioux  City.  Thirty-five  regular 
trains  start  from  or  leave  Waterloo  every 
day,  making  it  unexcelled  in  Northern 
Iowa  as  a  distributing  point. 

EARLY  HISTORY. 

The  first  settlers  near  Waterloo  came 
in  the  same  year  that  Iowa  became  a  State, 
1846.  In  June  of  that  year  James  Virden, 
then  a  young  man,  a  Kentuckian  by  birth, 
selected  a  claim  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  on  section  23,  township  89,  range  13, 
just  above  the  original  plat  of  the  town  of 
Waterloo.  He  did  some  breaking  in  that 
season,  but  did  not  build  a  cabin  until  the 
next  year.  About  three  weeks  later,  June 
24,  Charles  Mullan  and  family  arrived  and 
located  on  the  west  side  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  26,  northwest  of  the 
original  town  plat.  Mr.  Mullan  was  from 
Illinois,  and  became  the  first  postmaster  at 
Waterloo,  and  the  first  county  surveyor  of 
Black  Hawk  County.  He  died  in  August, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  July 
26,  1847,  G-eorge  W.  Hanna  entered  lots 
No.  1,  2  and  3,  section  26,  being  that  part 
of  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  26  not  covered  by  the  river,  and 


was  the  first  entry  of  lands  on  which  Wa¬ 
terloo  was  afterward  laid  out.  In  the 
spring  of  1852  Mr.  Hanna  built  a  cabin  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river,  which  was  the 
first  house  built  on  the  original  town  site. 
It  stood  about  150  feet  west  of  the  race 
bridge,  on  Bridge  street,  and  was  occupied 
the  following  winter  by  Adam  Shigley. 
The  second  building  on  the  first  town  plat 
was  a  rude  shanty  built  by  Samuel  Aldrich, 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  corner 
of  Third  and  Water  streets,  in  the  autumn 
of  1852  ;  and  the  third  by  Adam  Shigley. 

The  first  platting  of  the  present  town 
site  was  done  in  the  autumn  of  1853,  by 
Charles  Mullan,  G.  W.  Hanna  and  John  H. 
Brooks,  and  was  the  westerly  portion  of 
the  original  plat  on  the  west  side.  As  orig¬ 
inally  surveyed  in  18.53,  the  town  was  laid 
out  with  due  regard  to  the  Government 
survey,  and  the  streets  were  laid  parallel 
with  the  section  lines.  In  the  spring  of 
1854,  Lewis  Hallock,  who  owned  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  land  now  in  the  original 
plat  on  that  side,  joined  with  Mullan  & 
Hanna,  and  J.  R.  Pratt,  B.  M.  Cooley  and 
James  Virden,  who  were  the  owners  of  the 
land  on  the  east  side,  had  a  plat  made  early 
in  1854,  and  then  all  the  parties  joined,  and 
the  united  plat  was  recorded  June  24,  1854. 

The  Mullan  part  of  the  plat  of  lots  1,  2 
and  3,  ol  section  26,  89,  13,  being  the  frac¬ 
tional  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  26,  was  pre-empted  in  1846,  but  was 
not  entered  until  the  3d  of  May,  1852.  Hal- 
lock’s  part  of  the  original  plat,  on  the  west 
side,  was  entered  by  himself  February  25, 
1853,  lots  5  and  6,  section  25,  being  on 
southwest  of  northwest  quarter  of  that  sec¬ 
tion.  Brooks’s  part  was  entered  by  W.  J. 
Barney  June  24,  1853,  and  conveyed  to 
Brooks  August  1 1  of  the  same  year. 

J.  R.  Pratt's  part  of  the  original  plat, 
on  the  east  side,  was  entered  by  Isaac  Carr 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1852,  and  conveyed  to 
Pratt  June  4,  1853.  Cooley’s  part  was  en- 
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tered  by  George  Plaisted  June  25,  1852, 
and  purchased  by  Cooley  June  7,  1854. 
Part  of  Virden’s  property  was  entered  by 
himself  January  10,  1853,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  by  W.  J.  Barney,  May,  1853,  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  Virden  April  7,  1854. 

Since  the  original  plat  was  made  in  1854, 
a  large  number  of  additions  have  been 
made,  and  the  primitive  town  comprises 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  present  thriving 
city  of  Waterloo. 

ORIGIN  OF  NAME. 

In  1850  a  petition  was  circulated  asking 
for  the  establishment  of  a  postofhce,  and 
naming  Charles  Mullan  as  postmaster. 
There  were  seven  names  signed  to  the  peti¬ 
tion,  probably  embracing  all  citizens  of 
petitioning  age.  As  to  who  named  the 
town,  and  why  it  was  called  Waterloo, 
seems  to  be  a  somewhat  mooted  question, 
though  there  is  no  doubt  that  previous  to 
the  establishment  of  a  postoffice  it  was 
called  Prairie  Rapids,  or  Prairie  Rapids 
Crossing.  A  story  is  told  by  some  old 
settlers  that  the  people  of  Cedar  Falls  gave 
it  the  name  of  water-/<?w,  on  account  of  the 
flat  appearance  of  the  original  village,  which 
by  a  slight  change  makes  the  name  first 
given  to  the  postoffice  and  afterward  to  the 
town.  The  citizens  of  Waterloo,  however, 
claim  that  the  name  was  selected  by  Charles 
Mullan,  in  the  following  manner:  This 
question  having  been  discussed  for  some 
time  without  arriving  at  any  conclusion, 
Mr.  Mullan  was  authorized  to  select  a 
name  when  he  went  to  Cedar  Falls  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  endorsement  of  the 
postmaster  there.  In  looking  through  the 
list  of  offices  in  the  United  States,  he  hit 
upon  the  name  of  Waterloo,  and  being  well 
pleased  with  it,  and  finding  no  other  one  of 
the  same  name  in  the  State,  filled  the  blank 
with  that  name  and  sent  off  the  petition. 
In  due  time  he  received  his  commission  as 
postmaster  of  Waterloo,  and  first  kept  the 


office  in  a  small  basket  or  box  at  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  west  part  of  town. 

THE  FIRST  HOTELS. 

In  1853  Adam  Shigley  had  built  a  story- 
and-a-half  log  cabin,  about  16x24  feet,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river,  near  the  ferry 
landing  and  near  the  corner  of  Second 
street  and  Cedar  avenue.  This  was  opened 
as  a  boarding  house  and  sort  of  a  tavern  by 
Seth  Lake,  in  the  autumn  of  1853,  but  it 
was  a  primitive  affair,  and  the  accommo¬ 
dations  exceedingly  meager.  Very  soon 
after  the  first  survey  of  the  town  plat  was 
made,  in  the  autumn  1853,  two  brothers 
named  Emerson,  lumbermen,  from  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  purchased  lot  3,  block  8,  on  the  west 
side  of  Commercial  street,  and  commenced 
putting  up  the  walls  of  a  log  cabin.  But 
before  it  was  completed  they  sold  out  to 
Solomon  Ayers,  who  completed  the  build¬ 
ing  and  lived  in  it  during  the  winter  of 
1853-4,  keeping  some  boarders,  as  board¬ 
ers  were  plenty  and  boarding  houses  few 
and  far  between  at  that  time.  The  next 
spring,  in  April,  1854,  Ayers  sold  to  Henry 
Sherman,  who  opened  the  cabin  as  a  tav¬ 
ern,  and  called  it  the  “Sherman  House,” 
which  was  practically  the  first  hotel  in 
Waterloo. 

In  the  autumn  of  1854  he  built  an  impos¬ 
ing  two-story  frame  addition  southeast  of 
the  original  structure.  In  this  building 
was  the  “school  section,”  which  those  who 
stopped  at  the  Sherman  House  in  those 
days  may  perhaps  remember.  The  “  school 
section”  was  one  large  room  in  the  loft,  in 
which  a  dozen  or  fifteen  beds  were  placed. 
These  beds  were  numbered  from  one  to  fif¬ 
teen,  under  Groat’s  management.  It  is 
said  that  when  strangers  came,  the  land¬ 
lord  would  very  consequentially  direct  the 
boy  to  show  the  gentleman  up  to  No.  10, 
for  instance.  “  Is  that  a  single  room  ?”  the 
guest  would  query.  “  Certainly,  sir !  cer¬ 
tainly,  sir !”  The  guest  would  vanish  under 
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the  guidance  of  the  factotum,  with  a  tallow 
candle,  but  dismayed  at  finding  fifteen  beds 
in  “  his  single  room,”  each  one,  perhaps, 
except  the  one  assigned  to  him,  with  two 
occupants,  he  would  rush  down  stairs  and 
salute  the  landlord  with,  “  I  thought  you 
said,  sir,  that  my  room  was  a  single  one,” 
only  to  return  with  a  crest-fallen  air  to  his 
dormitory  when  the  landlord  blandly  re¬ 
turned  for  answer: 

“  Well,  is  there  more  than  one  room  up 
there  ?” 

Besides  “  the  school  section,”  there  was 
another  dormitory  with  five  or  six  beds  in 
it  that  was  called  “  the  prairie,”  the  en¬ 
trance  to  which  was  only  about  three  feet 

J 

high,  and  which  guests  entered  on  their 
hands  and  knees. 

Sherman  was  genial,  and  kept  a  very 
fair  house  for  those  pioneer  times.  The 
old  settlers  tell  numerous  stories  about  the 
Sherman  House  and  its  jolly  landlord. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  old  settlers  may  remem¬ 
ber  Charley  McCloud,  the  tailor,  who  used 
to  wait  on  the  table  for  his  board.  The 
markets  in  1 854— *5  were  not  very  liberally 
supplied,  but  when  there  were  strangers 
at  the  table,  Charley  would  politely  ac¬ 
cost  them  with  “  Beef  steak,  mutton  chop, 
or  salt  pork,  sir?’’  “  I’ll  take  a  bit  of  steak, 
well  done,  sir.”  “  All  right,  sir,  in  one 
minute.”  And  away  the  enterprising  waiter 
would  hurry  for  a  plate  of  fried  pork,  for 
he  knew  that  was  all  the  larder  afforded  ; 
and  it  was  amusing  to  witness  his  gravity 
when  he  returned  with  a  plate  of  greasy 
pork,  and  handed  it  to  the  disappointed 
guest  with  “  I’m  very  sorry,  sir,  but  the 
steak’s  all  out.” 

In  1856  the  house  was  leased  by  M.  T. 
Williams,  familiarly  known  in  this  region 
as  “  Dad”  Williams,  and  a  partner  named 
Eichelberger,  who  changed  its  name  to 
Tremont  House.  Mr.  Williams’s  brother, 
Henry  D.,  came  soon  after,  and  became 
the  popular  clerk  of  the  Tremont.  Eichel¬ 


berger  sold  his  interest  to  one  Day,  and 
Day  to  Fuller,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
their  lease  Sherman  again  became  land¬ 
lord,  and  the  house  was  again  known  as  the 
“  Sherman.”  Soon  afterward  he  leased  to 
B.  F.  Thomas,  under  whose  administra¬ 
tion  it  was  the  “  Franklin  House.”  Thomas 
was  followed  successively  by  Mr.  Groat, 
Joseph  Henry  and  a  McCormick,  when 
Sherman  resumed  possession  and  again 
changed  the  name  to  the  Sherman  House. 
Sherman  was  followed  by  C.  Brubacker. 
In  April,  1864,  Robert  W.  Chapman  and 
Henry  D.  Williams  purchased  the  premises 
and  changed  the  name  to  the  “  Central 
House.”  In  May,  1865,  Chapman  & 
Williams  removed  the  “school  section” 
to  the  rear,  converted  it  into  a  kitchen, 
and  erected  a  three-story  addition  in  its 
former  place.  In  the  spring  of  1869 
Williams  purchased  his  partner’s  interest 
and  became  sole  proprietor,  but  in  1872 
leased  to  J.  J.  Sanford,  and  in  1873  sold  to 
his  brother,  John  H.  Williams.  Should 
any  patron  of  the  old  “  Sherman,”  “  Tre¬ 
mont”  or  “Franklin”  desire  to  revive  old 
memories  by  a  glimpse  of  the  “school  sec¬ 
tion”  or  the  “  prairie,”  Mr.  Williams,  of  the 
“  Central,”  will  take  pleasure  in  gratifying 
their  wish. 

The  first  tavern  on  the  east  side  was 
of  logs,  built  by  Samuel  L.  May,  on 
the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Sycamore 
streets,  on  which  stands  Burnham’s  Block, 
and  was  kept  by  that  gentleman  un¬ 
til  his  death  in  the  winter  of  185 5— ’6, 
when  it  was  closed  for  a  short  time. 
It  was  afterward  reopened  by  Job 
Engle,  succeeded  in  a  short  time  by  his 
son,  John  C.  Engle,  and  still  later  by  Asa 
Shinn. 

The  second  was  built  by  M):ron  Smith, 
in  185 5— ’6.  It  was  a  small  frame  structure 
on  Water  street,  corner  of  Fifth.  Since 
then  a  number  have  been  started,  most  of 
which  are  now  running. 
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BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

The  first  store  in  Waterloo  was  opened 
by  Nelson  Fancher,  in  1853,  in  a  log  cabin 
on  Third  street,  lot  10,  block  2.  He  after¬ 
ward  sold  out  to  George  W.  Hanna,  who 
removed  to  a  log  building  on  lot  1,  block  1. 
Henry  Kent  had  a  store  in  1854.  The  ferry 
landing  was  in  the  vicinity  of  these  first 
stores.  In  May,  1854,  B.  J.  Cap  well  &  Co. 
opened  a  store  in  a  log  building  fourteen 
feet  square,  on  the  corner  of  block  8,  below 
the  Sherman  House.  Mr.  Capwell  paid 
$250  for  his  corner,  which  probably  in¬ 
cluded  lots  1  and  2.  He  found  seventeen 
buildings  on  the  site  of  Waterloo  when  he 
arrived  in  1854. 

George  B.  Pratt  and  James  Virden  built 
and  opened  the  first  store  on  the  east  side, 
in  1853,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Water 
streets.  In  1854  Samuel  Aldrich  opened 
a  grocery  on  Sycamore  street,  which  was 
known  as  “  Uncle  Sam’s  Grocery.”  The 
public  was  attracted  by  a  sign  which,  al¬ 
though  not  very  artistic,  was  certainly 
novel,  and  read  as  follows:  “  Uncle  Sam’s 
Grocery ;  Rough  and  Ready  ;  Walk  In ; 
Don’t  be  Alarmed!”  Whitney  &  Martin 
opened  a  store  in  the  same  year,  and  in 
1855  S.  P.  Brainard  opened  a  general  stock. 

The  first  dam  across  the  Cedar  River  at 
Waterloo  was  built  by  James  Eggers.  He 
received  permission  from  the  County  Court 
June  2,  1854,  and  commenced  operations 
the  same  year.  His  dam  was  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  above  the  present  one,  and  was  con¬ 
structed  of  logs  and  brush.  I*n  three  weeks 
after  he  had  received  his  permit  he  had  a 
dam,  which  raised  the  water  two  feet. 

The  first  mill  in  Waterloo  was  a  saw-mill 
run  by  horse-power,  which  was  located 
near  where  the  City  Mill  stands,  on  the  Avest 
side.  This  was  in  1854.  In  1855  James 
Eggers  built  and  operated  a  saw-mill.  The 
building,  or  part  of  it,  still  stands,  and  is 
now  occupied  by  Daniel  &  Slade  as  a  fur¬ 


niture  factory.  Eggers  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  energy  and  enterprise,  but  had 
little  capital.  The  panic  of  1857  was  too 
much  for  him.  He  became  involved  in  law¬ 
suits  and  finally  went  West. 

The  first  flouring  mill  in  Waterloo  was 
erected  in  1856,  by  G.  W.  Couch  and  other 
parties,  and  it  commenced  grinding  early 
in  1857.  The  first  stone  was  hauled  from 
Iowa  City  by  C.  A.  Farwell,  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  and  that  winter  Mr.  Farwell  hauled 
the  water-wheel  from  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 
The  mill  was  started  with  one  run  of  stone, 
but  shortly  after  another  was  added  for 
corn  and  feed.  Previous  to  the  erection 
of  this  mill  the  settlers  here  had  to  go 
to  Cedar  Falls  for  their  flour  and  feed, 
and  before  that  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

The  first  mill  on  the  east  side  was  a  one- 
story  building  erected  by  William  and  E. 
Mears,  in  1855,  for  a  saw-mill,  but  was  not 
put  in  operation  until  1856.  In  1857  a 
second  story  was  added,  and  machinery 
was  put  in  for  a  grist-mill.  The  building 
was  located  just  above  the  present  Cedar 
Mill. 

PROFESSIONAL. 

The  first  lawyer  to  locate  in  Waterloo 
was  John  Randall,  who  afterward,  when 
county  judge,  located  the  court-house,  for 
which  act  he  has  been  and  will  continue  to 
be  held  in  remembrance  by  the  people  of 
the  town  and  county.  The  first  physician 
in  Waterloo  was  Dr.  McKinley,  who  lo¬ 
cated  here  in  1853.  He  was  considered 
skillful  in  his  profession,  but  remained  here 
onl)T  a  year  or  so,  and  then  removed  to 
Texas. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  first  celebration  of  the  nation’s  birth¬ 
day  was  in  1853.  About  200  people 
gathered  on  that  occasion.  An  arbor  was 
built  of  brush  on  the  river  bank,  just  above 
Mill  Square,  under  which  tables  were 
spread  and  a  picnic  dinner  provided. 
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Among  the  speakers  were  John  Virden 
and  John  M.  Brooks. 

The  next  year,  1854,  preparations  were 
made  for  a  big  time.  Various  committees 
were  appointed,  and  a  free  dinner  promised; 
but  before  the  time  appointed  there  was  a 
“  split,”  and  the  result  was  two  celebra¬ 
tions — one  at  the  Sherman  House,  where 
Edmund  Miller  read  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  George  Ordway  stirred 
up  the  American  eagle  ;  and  the  other  at  or 
near  the  Public  Square,  where  G.  W.  Mil¬ 
ler  and  Rev.  S.  W.  Ingham  performed  like 
services  for  their  country.  It  is  said  that 
Mr.  Sherman  had  a  flag,  the  only  one  in 
town;  but  the  others,  not  to  be  outdone, 
manufactured  one  out  of  unbleached  sheet¬ 
ing  and  red  cambric,  forty  feet  long,  which 
floated  triumphantly  on  the  appointed  day. 

In  1855  another  grand  celebration  was 
held  in  Virden’s  Grove,  a  barbecue  in  the 
form  of  an  ox  roasted  whole  being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  attraction.  There  was  also  a  “  horse 
company,”  which  went  through  with  all 
sorts  of  tactics  and  performed  many  ma¬ 
neuvers  not  recognized  in  military  works,  to 
the  great  edification  of  the  assembled  mul¬ 
titude.  The  barbecue  was  not  a  success, 
the  ox  being  burnt  on  the  outside  and  much 
too  “  rare  done”  on  the  inside — an  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  old  adage  that  “  too  many 
cooks  spoil  the  broth.”  S.  W.  Rawson, 
Esq.,  delivered  the  oration  on  this  occasion, 
and  the  instrumental  music  was  furnished 
by  Mason  Hale  and  Elijah  Balcom. 

The  first  dance  in  the  town  was  in  Dr. 
McKinley’s  log  house,  12x14  feet,  on  the 
evening  of  July  4,  1854.  It  is  said  that  the 
beauty  and  fashion  of  the  city  were  out  in 
full  force  on  that  occasion.  The  ball-room 
stood  opposite  the  present  residence  of 
Judge  Bagg. 

The  first  bank  was  opened  by  A.  P.  Hos- 
ford  and  Edmund  Miller,  in  1854.  Their 
banking  house  was  a  one-story  frame  build¬ 
ing,  about  16x24  feet,  on  the  southwest 


side  of  Commercial  street,  above  the  Sher¬ 
man  House,  about  where  Forry’s  drug 
store  stands  now.  April  9,  1855,  there  was 
a  surplus  of  $1,200  in  the  county  treasury, 
which,  by  order  of  the  County  Court,  the 
treasurer  was  authorized  to  deposit  with 
Hosford  &  Miller  “on  their  giving  ample 
security  by  notes  and  bonds.”  J.  H.  Leav¬ 
itt,  who  came  to  Waterloo  in  1854,  opened 
his  bank  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
in  1856.  William  Hammond  and  Rensse¬ 
laer  Russell  were  also  engaged  in  banking 
in  Waterloo  at  an  early  day. 

On  the  east  side,  the  first  bank  was 
opened  in  1867,  by  C.  A.  Far  well,  on  the 
corner  of  Sycamore  and  Bridge  streets,  on 
the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  This  bank  was  established 
in  February,  1865,  on  the  west  side,  with 
M.  H.  Moore,  President,  and  G.  W.  Couch, 
Cashier.  It  was  removed  to  its  present  lo¬ 
cation  in  February,  1874. 

The  Iowa  State  Register  and  Waterloo 
Herald ,  was  the  first  paper  published  in 
Waterloo.  The  first  number  bears  date 
of  December  8,  1855.  A  copy,  the  first 
sheet  printed,  was  secured  by  F.  S.  Wash¬ 
burn,  and  preserved  by  his  widow.  Some 
extracts  from  this  first  paper  are  entitled  to 
a  place  in  the  history  of  Waterloo.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  salutatory,  in  which  the  editor 
returns  thanks  for  favors  received,  is  an 
article  headed  “Bridge  at  Waterloo,”  which 
he  says  “  is  one  of  the  greatest  wants  of  the 
present  time,”  and  concerning  which  there 
was  considerable  discussion,  it  being  a 
question  whether  it  should  be  built  by  sub¬ 
scription  or  by  the  county.  The  subscrip¬ 
tion  plan  was  evidently  the  most  feasible, 
as  the  paper  announced  that  “some  $4,000 
had  already  been  subscribed,”  and  argued 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  “  durable 
and  capacious  bridge,  with  sidewalks  on 
each  side,  and  room  enough  between  for 
two  teams  to  pass  with  ease.”  Following 
this  is  a  description  of  a  steam  saw-mill 
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then  being  built  by  F.  S.  Washburn.  The 
editor,  having  attended  the  raising,  pro¬ 
nounced  it  a  jolly  affair.  The  building  was 
fifty  feet  long  by  thirty-six  feet  wide,  two 
stories  high,  and  was  to  contain  a  mu  ley, 
rotary  and  lath  saw  and  shingle  machine, 
the  whole  to  be  operated  by  a  thirty  horse¬ 
power  engine.  The  building  was  about 
thirty  rods  above  the  old  railroad  crossing, 
and  in  1863  was  taken  down  and  the  mate¬ 
rial  used  in  the  construction  of  elevator 
“  B,”  at  the  Central  depot.  The  machinery 
was  used  in  a  mill  at  Elk  Run,  and  after¬ 
ward  taken  to  Minnesota. 

Then  comes  an  article  on  the  “  Stage 
Facilities  of  Waterloo,”  starting  out  with 
the  assertion  that  “  perhaps  no  place  in  the 
West  is  better  favored  with  conveniences 
of  going  every  where  than  Waterloo.”  The 
stages  left  the  Sherman  House  at  6  o’clock 
every  morning  for  the  south,  9  o’clock  for 
the  east;  and  at  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
for  the  north  and  west ;  and  the  editor  con¬ 
gratulates  “our  citizens”  in  having  such 
superior  traveling  accommodations.  The 
heading  of  the  next  article  is  quite  metro¬ 
politan ;  it  reads :  “Waterloo — Its  Popula¬ 
tion,  Business  Position  and  Prospects.”  It 
states  that  the  population,  taken  the  week 
previous,  was  903  souls;  of  which  number 
657  were  on  the  west  side,  and  246  on  the 
east  side.  The  article  goes  on  to  illustrate 
the  growth  of  the  town,  by  saying  that  the 
year  before  the  population  was  but  300, 
and  that  in  the  last  of  June  of  that  year 
the  census  showed  714  inhabitants,  and  say¬ 
ing  that  in  one  year  Waterloo  had  trebled 
its  population,  it  then  proceeded  to  state: 
“  One  year  ago  there  were  but  three  stores 
here;  now  there  are  seventeen,  among 
which  are  dry-goods,  hardware,  stove  and 
tinware,  groceries,  clothing,  bakery,  drug¬ 
gists,  cabinet,  etc.,  etc.  There  are  twenty 
carpenters,  three  blacksmith  shops;  one  har¬ 
ness  shop,  two  shoemaker  shops,  one  wagon 
shop,  two  livery  stables  and  one  millinery 


shop;  there  are  also  six  brickmakers,  six 
attorneys  and  four  ministers.  We  have 
three  school  houses,  two  of  which  are  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  and  one  a  seminary  ;”  and, 
after  discussing  various  other  topics,  the 
article  concludes:  “  Nature  has  done  every¬ 
thing  for  Waterloo,  and  her  future  resi¬ 
dents  will  doubtless  do  the  rest.  We  now 
want  industry,  shrewd  management  and 
capital,  which  will  make  it  one  of  the  largest 
cities  in  the  interior  of  the  State.  As  to  the 
two  first  requisites,  we  have  a  large  share 
of  those,  and  we  have  some  of  the  latter  ; 
but  there  is  a  chance  for  the  investment  of 
any  amount  of  capital  to  good  advantage.” 

A  sale  of  East  Waterloo  lots,  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  Judge  Pratt,  took  place  on 
the  3d,  4th  and  5th  of  December,  1856, 
which  was  largely  attended.  Bidders  were 
present  from  New  Hampshire,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  York,  Wisconsin  and  other 
States.  One  hundred  and  nineteen  lots 
were  sold  amounting  to  $15,527.  The 
largest  price  for  a  single  lot  was  $200,  and 
one-third  of  the  mill  property  was  sold  for 
$4,067. 

A  literary  society  was  in  existence  at  that 
early  day,  a  meeting  of  which  was  an¬ 
nounced  for  Friday  evening,  at  which  the 
question  for  discussion  was  to  be  :  “  Do  the 
signs  of  the  times  indicate  the  speedy  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  Union?” 

A  notice  of  the  “  first  ball  of  the 
season  ”  also  appears.  This  ball  was  at 
Capwell’s  new  brick  hall,  then  just  com¬ 
pleted,  below  the  Sherman  House,  on 
the  corner  of  Commercial  and  Fifth  streets. 
The  paper  remarks  that  “  all  the  dancers 
appeared  to  be  in  fine  spirits,  and  no  doubt 
felt  highly  delighted  to  feel  that  the  enter¬ 
prise  of  Capwell  &  Co.  had  supplied  a 
suitable  place  for  their  amusement.  For 
balls  and  concerts  the  hall  is  well  adapted, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  well  pat¬ 
ronized.” 

November  29,  1855,  a  Democratic  Coun- 
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ty  Convention  was  held,  the  proceedings 
of  which  were  reported  in  the  Register. 
George Ord way  was  President;  S.  P.  Brain- 
aid,  Vice-President ;  W.  II.  McClure,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Winset  and  S.  I).  McDowell  partici- 
pated  in  the  proceedings.  The  resolutions 
were  short  and  explicit,  but  make  inter¬ 
esting  reading:  now.  Among:  them  were 

O  O  o 

the  following: 

“  Resolved ,  That  in  the  main  we  approve 
of  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce. 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  repeal  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Compromise  is  just  and  democratic 
in  its  spirit. 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  adhere  firmly  to  the 
principles  of  Jefferson  and  his  illustrious 
compatriots. 

“  Resolved.  That  we  maintain  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Free  Trade  and  State  Rights. 

“  Resolved ,  That  we  ignore  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  secret  societies  in  party  politics  in 
general,  and  the  party  called  Know-Noth¬ 
ings  in  particular.” 

The  third  term  of  the  Waterloo  Seminary 
was  announced  to  commence  in  January, 
1856.  The  building  was  located  on  the 
corner  of  Ninth  and  Bluff  streets  ;  J.  B. 
Hewett  was  proprietor;  Otis  Daggett, 
Principal ;  and  Chloe  Severence  (since  Mrs. 
W.  Miller),  Assistant. 

George  Ord  way  started  a  nursery  a  mile 
or  two  west  of  the  town,  in  1855,  and  his 
advertisement  appeared  in  the  first  paper. 
Hosford  &  Miller  (A.  P.  Hosford  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Miller)  advertised  lands  for  sale,  in¬ 
surance  business,  etc.;  Randall  &  Miller  (J. 
Randall  and  G.  W.  Miller),  land  surveyors 
and  agents.  Samuel  Dearer  was  stone  and 
brick  mason  ;  Williams  &  Worcester,  house, 
sign  and  carriage  painters;  T.  H.  &  J.  El- 
well,  hardware  and  groceries;  B.  J.  Cap- 
well  &  Co.,  general  merchandise ;  S.  P. 
Brainard  advertised  his  store  on  the  east 
side. 

The  highest  water  ever  known  in  the 
Cedar  River,  at  Waterloo,  was  on  the  1st 


of  August,  1858.  During  the  whole  season 
the  river  was  very  high,  overflowing  its 
banks  and  stopping  the  mills.  The  town 
was  simply  a  group  of  islands,  and  boats 
sailed  about  in  the  streets.  The  supply  of 
flour  in  town  became  exhausted,  and  for 
several  days  the  people  dieted  on  hulled 
corn.  George  Ordway  went  to  La  Porte 
City  after  something  to  eat,  and  after  two 
days’  hard  work,  by  boat  and  wagon,  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  submerged 
city  of  his  home  with  800  pounds  of 
hour.  During  that  wet  season,  thirty 
years  ago,  most  of  the  business  men  of 
Waterloo  went  bare-footed,  and  generally 
with  their  trousers  legs  rolled  up  above 
their  knees.  In  this  way  they  went  to 
church  on  Sunday,  pushed  the  skiffs,  in 
which  the  women  were, before  them  through 
the  sloughs.  Boots  and  shoes  and  stockings 
were  at  a  discount  in  1858. 

During  the  season  of  high  water  the 
current  in  the  river  was  very  rapid,  but 
near  the  west  shore  was  a  large  eddy  ex¬ 
tending  for  some  distance  down  stream  up 
to  the  mill.  In  this  eddy,  or  circular  cur¬ 
rent,  the  townspeople  amused  themselves 
in  boating.  Paddling  into  the  stream  at  the 
mill,  boats  were  swept  swiftly  down  the 
turbulent  stream,  when,  drifting  into  the 
eddy,  they  were  carried  back  again  to  the 
point  of  starting.  On  Monday,  July  19, 
1858,  William  Fiske,  Melissa  L.  Corson, 
sixteen  years  old,  daughter  of  Charles  Cor¬ 
son,  and  Ellen  Case,  about  the  same  age, 
daughter  of  W.  Case,  crossed  the  river  in 
a  skiff,  from  the  east  to  the  west  side,  to 
enjoy  the  pleasing  circular  boat-riding  with 
others.  After  a  time  they  started  to  return, 
were  drifting  down  stream,  when  Fiske’s 
brother,  who  was  standing  on  shore, 
shouted  to  him  to  use  his  oars  or  the  boat 
would  be  swept  on  the  island — “  Lover’s 
Retreat  ” — over  which  the  water  was  about 
four  feet  deep.  Fiske  heeded  the  caution 
and  commenced  rowing,  but  the  boat  struck 
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an  unseen  snag,  just  above  the  head  of  the 
island,  instantly  capsized,  precipitating  the 
occupants  into  the  water.  The  young  la¬ 
dies  were  swept  under  and  were  drowned. 
Fiske  managed  to  reacu  a  tree  on  the  island, 
to  which  he  clung  until  he  was  rescued  in 
an  insensible  condition  by  Dr.  McFatrich. 
As  soon  as  he  recovered  sufficiently  to 
speak,  he  asked  if  the  girls  were  saved,  and 
when  told  that  they  were  drowned,  his 
intellect  gave  way  and  he  became  insane. 

Several  weeks  afterward,  funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  court-house  by  Rev.  A. 
G.  Eberhart,  and  a  few  days  afterward  the 
decomposed  remains  of  the  unfortunate  girls 
were  found  in  the  timber  skirting  the  river 
about  three  miles  below  the  accident. 
Their  bodies  had  become  entangled  in  the 
thick  brush  into  which  they  had  been  swept 
by  the  flood,  and  when  the  water  subsided 
they  rested  there,  the  bones  dropping  to 
the  ground  as  the  bodies  decomposed. 
They  were  discovered  by  a  party  of  men 
who  were  traveling  through  the  timber  in 
that  vicinity,  whose  dog  brought  to  them 
a  woman’s  shoe  in  which  was  the  remains 
of  a  human  foot.  The  shoe  was  identified 
as  belonging  to  Miss  Case,  and  after  a  brief 
search  her  remains  were  found  as  above 
described.  The  remains  of  Miss  Corson 
were  found  soon  afterward,  and  were  iden¬ 
tified  by  a  gold  chain  she  wore  when  she 
was  drowned. 

The  first  railroad  train  on  the  Dubuque 
&  Sioux  City  Railroad  arrived  at  Water¬ 
loo,  March  11,  1861.  On  the  Burlington 
Road,  trains  began  to  run  in  October,  1870. 

On  Saturday,  September  22,  1866,  the 
first  span  on  the  west  end  of  the  bridge 
across  Cedar  River  fell  into  the  river,  car¬ 
rying  with  it  three  two-horse  teams  and  a 
single  team.  Mr.  Hutton,  supervisor  from 
Bennington,  was  standing  directly  over  the 
first  pier  when  the  bridge  parted,  and  he 
was  precipitated  into  the  pier  and  was  in¬ 
jured  severely.  Several  horses  were  killed. 


Workmen  were  engaged  in  repairing  the 
bridge,  which  had  become  unsafe,  and  they 
had  stretched  a  rope  across  to  prevent 
passing,  but  this  was  removed  by  one  of 
the  teamsters,  who  thought  he  knew  better 
than  they  whether  the  bridge  was  safe.  He 
lost  one  of  his  horses  and  his  load  of  wheat. 

The  Waterloo  Woolen  Mill  was  built  in 
1866  by  Messrs.  Beck&  Nauman,  at  a  cost 
of  $49,000,  with  Charles  Blossburg  as  su¬ 
perintendent.  The  mill  commenced  run¬ 
ning  in  the  spring  of  1867,  and  was  kept  in 
operation  at  a  sacrifice,  until  1875,  when  it 
was  sold  to  the  Union  Mill  Company  for 
$1 1,000.  By  this  company  it  was  rented  to 
Holmes,  Emerson  &  Frances,  by  whom  it 
was  operated  until  March,  1878.  Since  that 
date  it  has  not  been  in  operation. 

The  Waterloo  Mill  Company  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  fall  of  1867.  Among  the 
principal  stockholders  were  Hon.  S. 
Bagg,  John  El  well,  A.  Hungerford,  R. 
Marson  and  G.  W.  Couch,  the  last- 
named  being  president.  Their  mill  on  the 
west  side  was  built  in  i868-’9.  Seneca 
Cleveland  was  the  architect,  and  William 
Butterfield,  millwright. 

The  Cedar  Falls  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized  about  the  same  time,  perhaps  a  little 
before  the  Waterloo  Company,  and  its 
mill  was  built  on  the  east  side  in  i867~’8. 
The  principal  stockholders  were  W.  O. 
Richards,  A.  Spencer,  Nelson  Fancher,  J. 
Engle  and  E.  J.  Messinger.  Mr.  Spencer 
was  president. 

In  1873  the  Waterloo  Mill  Company  and 
Cedar  Mill  Company  were  consolidated 
under  the  name  of  the  Union  Mills  Com¬ 
pany,  with  T.  H.  El  well,  President,  and 
W.  L.  Illingworth,  Secretary.  President 
in  1886,  A.  T.  Lane;  Mr.  Illingworth 
still  remains  secretary.  This  company 
owns  twenty-three-twenty-fourths  of  the 
Mill  Square  and  splendid  water-power, 
the  other  twenty-fourth  being  owned  by 
the  Daniel  &  Nauman  Company.  The 
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Union  Mills  have  thirteen  run  of  flouring 
stones,  and  manufacture  daily  250  barrels 
of  flour,  200  of  which  are  shipped.  Three 
runs  of  stones  for  grinding  feed  turn  out 
600  car-loads  of  feed  annually.  The  Daniel 
&  Nauman  Company  was  organized  in 
1884,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,- 
000.  The  paid  up  capital  is  $72,600.  They 
deal  in  lumber,  manufacture  furniture  and 
build  stores  and  dwellings. 

POLITICAL  RECORD. 

In  the  spring  of  1854  the  town  of  Water¬ 
loo  was  surveyed  and  platted,  and  appears 
of  record.  At  the  November  term  of  the 
County  Court,  that  year,  a  petition  was 
presented  asking  the  court  to  order  an 
election  to  vote  upon  the  question  of  incor¬ 
poration.  The  election  was  ordered  for 
Monday,  the  13th  day  of  November.  At 
the  December  term  of  the  same  year,  it  is 
certified  that  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
were  for  incorporation;  and  another  elec¬ 
tion  was  ordered  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1855,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  three 
persons  to  draft  articles  of  corporation, 
and  that  is  the  last  entry.  It  is  understood 
however,  that  subsequently  it  was  found 
there  had  been  irregularities  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  the  matter  was  dropped  in 
consequence. 

After  this  ineffectual  attempt  to  attain  to 
city  honors,  the  matter  was  frequently  agi¬ 
tated  and  one  or  two  petitions  circulated 
and  presented  to  the  County  Court;  but 
none  blossomed  into  another  vote  until 
1868,  when,  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  a  peti¬ 
tion  signed  by  R.  A.  Whitaker,  H.  J.  Jenney 
and  thirty-eight  others  was  presented  to  the 
County  Court,  asking  for  the  corporation 
of  Waterloo  as  a  city  of  the  second  class, 
describing  the  territory  designed  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  within  the  limits  of  the  incorpora¬ 
tion,  and  requesting  the  court  to  take  requi¬ 
site  steps  to  order  a  vote.  Whereupon, 
Judge  Daniel  W.  Foote  appointed  Samuel 


D.  Shaw,  P.  J.  Siberling,  W.  G.  Burbee, 
Andrew  Thompson  and  Robert  Robinson, 
commissioners  to  call  an  election  of  the 
qualified  voters  to  decide  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  the  commission¬ 
ers  issued  the  notice  for  an  election  at 
Central  House,  on  Monday,  the  22d  day 
of  June,  at  which  election  679  votes  were 
cast,  372  being  in  favor  of  incorporation 
and  305  against.  On  the  23d  day  of  June, 
after  certifying  the  returns,  it  was  ordered 
and  decreed  by  the  court  that  as  a  majority 
of  the  votes  had  been  cast  in  favor  of  in¬ 
corporation,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law 
had  been  complied  with,  the  city  of  Water¬ 
loo  was  incorporated  as  a  city  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  class. 

On  the  29th  day  of  June  the  commission¬ 
ers  issued  a  notice  for  an  election  of  offi¬ 
cers,  to  be  held  at  the  Commercial  Hotel 
(on  the  east  side),  on  Monday,  the  20th 
day  of  July,  at  which  time  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  Mayor,  R.  A.  Whit¬ 
aker;  Marshal,  S.  M.  Hoff;  Treasurer,  C. 

A.  Farwell;  Solicitor,  Lewis  Lichty;  Clerk, 
J.  S.  George;  Trustees — First  Ward,  H. 

B.  Allen,  G.  Conger;  Second  Ward,  W. 
A.  Crowther,  John  Hilferty;  Third  Ward, 
Sullivan  Day,  F.  E.  Cutler;  Fourth  Ward, 
R.  D.  Titcomb,  Allen  Spencer. 

The  first  ordinance  which  was  passed 
by  the  new  City  Council  was  one  fixing 
the  rates  for  licenses  for  circuses  and 
menageries. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  1869,  the  first 
regular  election  for  city  officers  was  held, 
R.  A.  Whitaker  being  elected  Mayor;  Mar¬ 
shal,  J.  P.  Evans;  Treasurer,  C.  A.  Farwell; 
Solicitor,  Lewis  Lichty;  Clerk,  Lewis 
Lichty;  Assessor,  A.  C.  Bunnell;  Trustees 
First  Ward,  H.  W.  Jenney,  Henry  Nau¬ 
man;  Second  Ward,  L.  C.  Barber,  C.  W. 
Champlin;  Third  Ward,  F.  E.  Cutler,  Sul¬ 
livan  Day;  Fourth  Ward,  D.  E.  Champlin, 
R.  D.  Titcomb. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WATERLOO  TO 

1 886. 

Mayors — R.  A.  Whitaker,  1 868— ’72; 
Lewis  Lichty,  1 872— ’6;  Matt.  Parrott,  1876 
-’80;  J.  H.  Kuhns,  i88o-’2;  Lewis  Lichty, 
1882— *5;  J.  H.  Kuhns,  1885-. 

Clerks — Lewis  Lichty,  1 869— William 
Galloway,  1 873— ’4;  J.  H.  Kuhns,  i874-’8o; 

D.  R.  Weaver,  i88o-’8i;  M.  T.  Owens, 

1881- 2;  D.  R.  Weaver,  1882-5;  W.  F. 
Parrott,  1885-. 

Treasurers — J.  H.  Leavitt,  i870-’72;  H. 
Nauman,  1 872— *4;  C.  A.  Farwell,  1874-7; 
John  W.  Krapfel,  1 877— ’8;  A.  C.  Bunnell, 
1 878— ’9;  John  W.  Krapfel,  1 879— ’8 5 ;  F.  L. 
Gilbert,  1885- 

Marshals — J.  P.  Evans,  1 870— ’3;  James 
Ellis,  1873-4;  J.  P.  Evans,  1874-6;  H.  H. 
Saunders,  1 876— ’8;  H.  W.  Jenney,  1878-81; 
Charles  Mantle,  1 88 1— ’2;  D.  E.  Hume, 

1 882—  ’3 ;  W.  C.  Munger,  1883- 
Solicitors — Lewis  Lichty,  1868-71;  J.  L. 

Husted,  1871-77;  O.  C.  Miller,  1877-9; 
Horace  Boies,  1 879— "8 1 ;  George  Ordway, 
1 88 1—2;  J.  L.  Husted,  1 882— ’3;  Samuel 
Hayes,  1883-4;  C.  W.  Mullan,  1884-. 

Trustees  for  1870 — First  Ward,  H.  W. 
Jenney,  A.  T.  Lush;  Second  Ward,  J.  H. 
Preston,  C.  W.  Champlin;  Third  Ward,  F. 

E.  Cutler,  H.  M.  Crittenden;  Fourth  Ward, 
R.  D.  Titcomb,  W.  Russell. 

For  1871 — First  Ward,  A.  T.  Lusch,  G. 
W.  Barnes;  Second  Ward,  J.  H.  Preston, 
J.  S.  George;  Third  Ward,  H.  M.  Critten¬ 
den,  H.  B.  Gifford;  Fourth  Ward,  W. 
Russell,  O.  E.  Hardy. 

For  1872 — First  Ward,  G.  W.  Barnes,  L. 
A.  Cobb;  Second  Ward,  J.  S.  George, 
William  Hammond;  Third  Ward,  H.  M. 
Crittenden,  C.  G.  Ankeny;  Fourth  Ward, 
W.  Russell,  T.  W.  Place  (elected  to  fill  va¬ 
cancy  of  O.  E.  Hardy,  who  resigned 
March  1,  1872). 

For  1873 — First  Ward,  G.  W.  Barnes, 
L.  A.  Cobb;  Second  Ward,  William  Ham¬ 


mond,  J.  A.  Fowler;  Third  Ward,  H.  M. 
Crittenden,  Matt.  Parrott;  Fourth  Ward, 
T.  W.  Place,  A.  C.  Bratnober  (resigned 
May  7,  and  W.  Russell  elected  to  fill  va¬ 
cancy). 

For  1874 — First  Ward,  G.  W.  Barnes, 
R.  Russell;  Second  Ward,  J.  A.  Fowler, 
J.  Taylor;  Third  Ward,  Matt.  Parrott,  John 
McCabe;  Fourth  Ward,  T.  W.  Place,  W. 
Russell. 

For  1875 — First  Ward,  R.  Russell,  G.  W. 
Barnes;  Second  Ward,  J.  Taylor,  Frank 
Neely  (resigned  November  3d,  and  W.  A. 
Crowther,  elected  to  fill  vacancy);  Third 
Ward,  John  McCabe,  M.  Ricker;  Fourth 
Ward,  Adam  Rosgen,  Andrew  Thompson 
(to  fill  vacancy),  W.  Russell  (resigned  end 
of  first  year),  D.  B.  Stanton  (resigned 
April  5). 

For  1876 — First  Ward,  G.  W.  Barnes, 
Frank  Neel)T;  Second  Ward,  W.  A.  Crow¬ 
ther,  James  Ellis;  Third  Ward,  M.  Ricker, 
John  Palfrey  man;  Fourth  Ward,  Adam 
Rosgen,  D.  R.  Weaver, 

For  1877 — First  Ward,  Frank  Neely,  H. 
Nauman;  Second  Ward,  James  Ellis,  G. 
J.  Mack;  Third  Ward,  John  Palfrey  man, 

F.  S.  Morrill;  Fourth  Ward,  D.  R.  Weaver 
(resigned  November  7),  Lewis  Lichty 
(elected  to  fill  vacancy),  T.  W.  Place. 

For  1878 — First  Ward,  H.  Nauman, 
Frank  Neely;  Second  Ward,  G.  J.  Mack, 
C.  J.  Maynard;  Third  Ward,  F.  S.  Morrill 
(resigned  May  8),  John  T.  Moran,  W.  W. 
Miller;  Fourth  Ward,  T.  W.  Place,  Lewis 
Lichty. 

For  1879 — First  Ward,  Frank  Neely,  G. 
W.  Miller;  Second  Ward,  C.  J.  Maynard, 

G.  J.  Mack  ;  Third  Ward,  W.  W.  Miller, 

H.  Smith;  Fourth  Ward,  Lewis  Lichty, 
T.  W.  Place. 

For  1880 — First  Ward,  Frank  Neely,  G. 
W.  Miller;  Second  Ward,  C.  J.  Maynard, 
G.  J.  Mack;  Third  Ward,  A.  W.  Haffa,  H. 
Smith  ;  Fourth  Ward,  T.  W.  Place,  A.  C. 
Bunnell. 


m  m 

vv 

mm 

vv 

vv 

mm 

vv 

w 

vv 

mm 

w 

w 

w 

mm 

w 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

vv 

mm 

vv 

vv 

mm 

vv 

m  m 

vv 

vv 

vv 

mm 

w 

mm 

44 

mm 

vv 

1.— i j 

vv 

m  m 

'S’* 

wv 

mm 

1^11^ 

vv 

wv 

»» 

mm 

mm 

A*. 

mm 

1 

mm 

vv 

vv 

mw” 

mm 

w 

mm 

w 

mm 

mm 

w 

mm 

mm 

w 

w 

mm 

w 

mm 

vv 

v”jm 

VV 

mm 

VV 

mm 

vv 

»^^4 

w 

W 

mm 

vv 

mm 

w 

w 

mm 

^4  1^1 

w 

w 


V'+' 

55 

55 

5:5 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

nr* 

♦  ♦ 

nn 

4  4 

vv 

n  n 

>  ♦ 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Vv 

iTi 

VV 

vv 

vv 

»v 

vv 

vv 

»T«».T» 

wv 

»u 

vv 

55 

55 

V>' 

Vv 

vv 

'4>  V 

V'4>' 

vv 

>.”>  k”j 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

VV 

iRk" 

Sv 

55 

Vv 

vv 

vv 

vv 

»Ti  k»< 

«.Ti  w” 

vv 

vv 

vv 

V4' 

W 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

fc>; 

V'*' 

44 

lT/i  iT/ 

$:♦; 

:♦:♦ 

vv 

'♦V 

»« 

«”  >▼> 

vv 

»» 

>^iiTj 

vv 

kTi 


. •  • .«  . - -  . . •  _  ■ .  . .  . •  _ ■ .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ■  ■ ;  , ;  . :  . :  . ■  : :  ; .  . ■  ,  . :  ;:  ; .  . .  . ,  . ;  ■ .  , ,  . .  , ;  * ;  , '.' ;  i.  ^  I!  .i  ,j  !i*Q 

♦.  •  “  •  •  •“  •♦•  •  ♦  ♦  .♦  .♦.  ♦  ♦.  ♦  ♦  .♦  .♦  ♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  .♦.  „♦.  .♦.  „♦.  .♦.  :♦:  :♦:  :♦:  ;♦;  '♦]  $  $  :♦:  :♦:  $ 


576 


HISTORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 


For  1 88 1 — First  Ward,  Henry  Daniel, 
Frank  Neely;  Second  Ward,  G.  J.  Mack, 
C.  1.  Maynard  ;  Third  Ward,  H.  Smith,  A. 
W.  Haifa  ;  Fourth  Ward,  A.  T.  Weather- 
wax,  A.  C.  Bunnell. 

For  1882 — First  Ward,  Martin  Blim,  H. 
Daniel  ;  Second  Ward,  II.  H.  Saunders,  G. 
J.  Mack;  Third  Ward,  J.  L.  Cooley,  H. 
Smith  ;  Fourth  Ward,  J.  H.  Smith  (elected 
to  till  vacancy  occasioned  by  resignation  of 
Mr.  Weather  wax),  L.  Alford. 

For  1883 — First"  Ward,  O.  C.  Miller,  E. 
Johnson  (elected  to  succeed  Martin  Blim, 
who  died  November  22,  1882)  ;  Second 
Ward,  G.  J.  Mack,  H.  H.  Saunders  ;  Third 
Ward,  H.  Smith,  J.  L.  Cooley;  Fourth 
Ward,  L.  Alford,  J.  H.  Smith.  Messrs. 
Miller,  Johnson,  Mack  and  Saunders  re¬ 
signed  April  5,  but  were  re-elected. 

For  1884 — First  Ward,  Emmons  Johnson, 
0.  C.  Miller  ;  Second  Ward,  John  G.  Kling- 
man,  G.  J.  Mack  ;  Third  Ward,  J.  E.  McNeil, 
H.  Smith;  Fourth  Ward,  M.  T.  Owens’, 
J.  H.  Smith  (Mr.  McNeil  resigned  and  C. 
A.  Far  well  was  appointed  in  his  place). 

For  1885 — First  Ward,  O.  C.  Miller, 
Emmons  Johnson;  Second  Ward,  H.  L. 
Shutts,  John  G.  Klingman ;  Third  Ward, 
J.  L.  Cooley,  C.  A.  Farwell;  Fourth  Ward, 
H.  A.  Bailey,  M.  T.  Owens. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  first  school-house  in  Waterloo  was 
about  16x22  feet,  built  of  logs,  on  lot  8, 
block  7,  on  Jefferson  street,  between  Fourth 
and  Main.  It  was  standing  until  1877,  when 
it  was  removed  to  give  place  to  a  brick 
stable.  It  was  erected  in  spring  of  1853, 
and  the  first  school  in  it  was  kept  by  Miss 
Eliza  May,  afterward  Mrs.  Isaac  Virden. 
This  log  school  house  was  used  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  for  church,  the  Baptists,  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  and  Methodists  occupying  it  alter¬ 
nately.  In  i860  a  school-house  was  built 
on  the  site  the  present  west-side  school 
now  occupies. 


March  8,  1866,  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  trustees  of  Waterloo  Township  ask¬ 
ing  that  steps  be  taken  to  set  apart  sub¬ 
district  No.  1  as  an  independent  school 
district.  This  petition  was  signed  by  W. 

H.  Leavitt,  G.  Conger,  J.  IT.  Leavitt,  W. 
L.  Hunter,  S.  Bagg,  W.  A.  Chapin,  G.  W. 
Couch,  W.  W.  Forrv,  W.  S.  Robinson,  E. 
A.  Raymond,  T.  A.  Covert  and  A.  B.  Ma¬ 
son.  March  19  an  election  was  held  upon 
the  question  of  forming  the  district  and  55 
votes  were  cast,  all  in  the  affirmative.  April 

2  an  election  for  officers  of  the  new  district 
was  held  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  S. 
D.  Shaw,  President;  James  S.  George, 
Vice-President;  E.  K.  Ware,  Secretary; 
D.  W.  Foote,  Treasurer,  and  P.  J.  Bar¬ 
ber,  P.  Smith  and  D.  B.  Stanton,  Direct¬ 
ors.  At  a  meeting  held  July  19,  1866,  the 
board  voted  to  tender  the  principalship  oi 
the  schools  to  C.  0.  Knepper,  at  a  salary  of 
$i,200per  year,  and  September  5  his  accept¬ 
ance  was  received.  The  salaries  of  the 
teachers  were  fixed  as  follows :  Of  rooms 

I,  5  and  6,  $35  per  month,  and  of  rooms  2, 

3  and  4,  $30  per  month.  September  12  the 
following  were  elected  as  teachers :  Room 
No.  1,  Mary  E.  Pratt;  No.  2,  E.  A.  Ballou  ; 
No.  3,  Josie  Rood;  No.  4,  Addie  Brooks; 
No.  5,  Annie  Favor;  No.  6,  Sue  A.  Ballou. 

Mr.  Knepper  remained  principal  only 
during  the  school  year,  and  at  the  meeting 
of  the  board  held  August  28,  1868,  Joseph 
Jones  was  chosen  principal.  He  had  charge 
of  the  schools  until  1870,  and  July  18  of  that 
year  B.  F.  Hood  was  elected.  September 
19,  1872,  C.  W.  von  Coelln  was  elected  and 
he  held  that  position  until  he  was  chosen 
as  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 
August  31,  1876,  W.  H.  Robertson  was 
elected  principal,  and  he  held  the  place  con¬ 
tinuously  for  nine  years,  being  succeeded 
in  1885  by  C.  D.  Moyer. 

Besides  the  principals,  there  are  now  em¬ 
ployed  twelve  teachers,  whose  names  and 
rooms  are  as  follows :  Miss  Ella  D.  Will- 
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iams,  No.  i;  Miss  Tillie  Cramer,  No.  2; 
Miss  Bertha  Ohler,  No.  3  ;  Miss  Ella  Nich¬ 
ols,  No.  4 ;  Miss  Anna  L.  Nichols,  No.  5  ; 
Miss  Viola  Russell,  No.  6;  Miss  Frances 
Magness,  No.  7;  Miss  Etta  L.  Reed,  No.  8; 
Miss  Ada  Armstrong-,  No.  9;  Miss  Sarah 
Gardner,  No.  10;  Miss  E.  Butterfield,  No. 
11  ;  Miss  Kate  B.  Reed,  No.  12. 

At  present  the  school  consists  of  ten 
rooms  and  a  high  school,  and  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  The  high  school  has 
a  graded  course  of  study,  and  the  student 
who  completes  it  and  passes  the  required 
examination  is  entitled  to  a  diploma.  The 
curriculum  of  study  is  so  arranged  that  it 
prepares  for  admission  to  the  freshman  class 
in  college,  and  students  holding  diplomas 
from  this  school  are  admitted  to  the  State 
University  without  an  examination.  In  1876 
the  first  class  graduated  from  the  school. 
It  consisted  of  two  young  ladies  and  one 
young  gentleman.  In  1878  there  were  five 
graduates,  in  1879  four,  in  1880  nine,  in 
1881  six,  in  1882  six,  in  1883  seven,  in  1884 
five  and  in  1885  seven. 

Previous  to  the  erection  of  this  edifice 
its  site  was  occupied  by  another  handsome 
school  building  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
December  6,  1870.  It  was  insured  for  $10,- 
000  in  the  New  York  Underwriters,  which 
was  represented  by  S.  Bagg,  and,  after  a 
careful  adjustment  of  the  loss,  the  full  face  of 
the  policy  was  paid,  less  sixty  days’  interest. 
It  was  at  once  determined  to  rebuild  and 
bids  were  solicited  from  a  number  of  con¬ 
tractors.  June  5,  1871,  the  board  awarded 
the  contract  to  Jacob  Reichards,  whose  bid 
was  $19,500.  By  him  the  present  edifice 
was  erected  during  the  summer  of  1871  and 
it  was  occupied  in  1872.  It  is  on  block  5, 
Leavitt’s  addition.  It  faces  on  Washington 
street  and  lies  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets.  The  location  is  elevated  and  sight¬ 
ly  and  the  grounds  are  neatly  kept  and  have 
been  nicely  laid  out  and  groved.  The  build¬ 
ing  is,  in  extreme  dimensions,  70x78  feet. 
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It  is  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings,  and  is 
three  stories  in  height. 

In  1884  a  two-room  brick  building  was 
erected  as  an  addition,  on  the  northeast  side 
of  the  main  structure.  It  is  35x45,  and 
cost  $2,700. 

The  annual  expenses  for  all  school  pur¬ 
poses  on  the  west  side  amounted  to  about 
$9,500. 

The  first  school  on  the  east  side  was 
taught  by  O.  E.  Hardy,  in  the  winter  of 
i854-’5,ina  house  then  occupied  by  Myron 
Smith,  but  which  was  afterward  a  part  of 
the  Key  City  House.  Afterward  Hardy 
transferred  the  school  to  a  small  building 
in  the  rear  of  the  store  of  Jacob  Bloser  & 
Co. 

The  “  Know-Nothings”  of  that  day  used 
to  assemble  in  the  same  building,  which 
was  subsequently  used  fora  store  by  James 
Evans. 

The  first  school-house  on  this  side  was  a 
grout  building,  erected  in  1855,  on  what  is 
called  Church  Donation  Block.  It  was 
used  as  a  school-house  until  1864.  Schools 
were  thereafter  taught  in  private  buildings 
until  1865,  when  a  brick  school-house  of 
four  rooms  was  erected  on  block  40,  in 
which  C.  O.  Knepper  taught  the  first 
school. 

The  Independent  School  District  of  East 
Waterloo  was  organized  in  April,  1866, 
with  the  following  first  board:  O.  E.  Har¬ 
dy,  President;  Lewis  Lichty,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent;  R.  A.  Whitaker,  Secretary;  M.  H. 
Voorhees,  Treasurer.  The  primary  school- 
house  in  the  Third  Ward  was  built  in  the 
autumn  of  1869,  and  Miss  Hattie  Wain- 
wright  employed  as  one  of  the  first  teachers. 
The  present  school  building  on  block  76, 
Fourth  Ward,  was  built  in  1875,  and  its 
first  principal  was  Prof.  J.  K.  Sweeney, 
who  occupied  the  position  for  eight 
years. 

The  principals  have  been:  C.  O.  Knepper, 
i865-’6  ;  B.  F.  Hood,  1 866— ’7;  Fannie  Knott, 
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1867- ’8;  B.  K.  Seaman,  1 8(38 — *9 ;  Albion 
Thorne,  iS^-^i  ;  J.  W.  Akers,  1871-’ 5  ; 
J.  K.  Sweeney,  1 875— ’83  ;  A.  N.  Fellows, 
i883-’4;  R.  G.  Young,  i884~’6.  There 
are  now  seventeen  teachers  employed, 
including  the  principal.  In  1866  there 
were  but  hve,  and  in  1875,  when  the 
new  building  was  occupied,  nine  teachers 
sufficed. 

Forty-three  have  ‘  graduated  from  the 
east  side  school — two  in  1877  ;  three  in  1878; 
six  in  1879;  four  *n  1 8S0 ;  three  in  1881; 
hve  in  1882  ;  one  in  1883  ;  ten  in  1884,  and 
nine  in  1885. 

The  average  attendance  in  1866  was  200; 
m  1875,  340,  and  in  1886,  570.  The  annual 
expenditures  for  teachers’  salaries  amount 
to  §6,500  ;  for  incidental,  $2,000.  The  pres¬ 
idents  of  the  board  have  been  :  O.  E.  Har¬ 
dy,  1866-72;  R.  A.  Whitaker,  i872-’9; 
J.  C.  Gates,  1879  to  the  present  time.  R. 
A.  Whitaker  was  secretary  from  1866  to 
1871,  and  Lewis  Lichty  from  1871  to  the 
present  time. 

PRAIRIE  HOME  SEMINARY. 

In  1862  Miss  Anna  Field,  a  graduate  of 
Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  erected  a  large  and 
handsome  brick  building  at  the  head  of 
Main  street,  designed  both  for  school  and 
dwelling  purposes,  and  in  the  same  year 
opened  the  “  Prairie  Home  Female  Semi¬ 
nary,”  which  became  widely  and  popularly 
known  as  an  excellent  and  well-managed 
institution.  It  continued  as  a  female  semi¬ 
nary  until  1874,  when  young  men  were  ad¬ 
mitted  and  “  Female  ”  was  dropped  from 
name.  The  pupils  are  now  mostly  from 
the  country.  The  school  is  not  large,  but 
efficient  work  is  accomplished. 

WATERLOO  SEMINARY. 

An  institution  of  this  name  existed  here 
thirty  years  ago.  It  was  opened  in  1855 
and  was  conducted  for  two  or  three  years 
by  J.  B.  Hewett. 


OUR  LADY  OF  VICTORY. 

This  is  the  name  of  the  Catholic  paro¬ 
chial  school  at  Waterloo.  It  is  conducted 
by  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  has  been  in 
operation  since  1872.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  music,  languagesand  deportment. 

Prof.  Tobin’s  “  Waterloo  College  ”  is 
mentioned  at  length  in  the  chapter  on  edu¬ 
cation. 

THE  WATERLOO  STREET-CAR  COMPANY 

laid  a  track  in  the  autumn  of  1885,  connect¬ 
ing  the  two  parts  of  the  city,  and  make  it 
a  point  to  connect  with  all  trains  arriving 
and  departing.  There  are  two  cars  at 
present. 

BANKS. 

The  first  banks  of  Waterloo  are  mention¬ 
ed  on  a  previous  page.  There  are  now 
three  banks — one  private  and  two  national. 
John  H.  Leavitt  admitted  A.  T.  Lusch  in 
partnership  in  1865,  and  from  1870  to  1876 
the  firm  was  Leavitt,  Johnson  &  Lusch. 
Since  the  latter  date  the  business  has  been 
conducted  by  Leavitt  &  Johnson.  The 
First  National  Bank  was  organized  in  1865. 
H.  B.  Allen  is  now  President,  and  J.  W. 
Krapfel,  Cashier.  The  Commercial  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  was  organized  in  1882,  and  at 
present  J.  D.  Platt  is  President,  and  F.  L. 
Gilbert,  Cashier. 

THE  PROFESSIONS  IN  l886. 

The  members  of  the  bar  now  practicing 
and  residing  at  Waterloo  are  Horace 
Boies  (in  partnership  with  J.  L.  Husted), 
H.  H.  Bezold,  O.  C.  Miller,  C.  W.  Mullen, 
Lore  Alford  (in  partnership  with  J.C. Gates), 
E.  T.  Corwin,  M.  T.  Owens,  J.  E.  Sedg¬ 
wick,  C.  E.  Sedgwick,  G.  G.  Kennedy, 
Franklin  C.  Platt  and  Heber  Hough,  the 
last  two  being  also  partners. 

The  resident  regular  physicians  are  :  G. 
J.  Mack,  D.  W.  Crouse,  J.  M.  Ball,  P.  J. 
Barber,  W.  Eddy,  H.  W.  Brown,  C.  H. 
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Horton,  L.  K.  Fullerton  and  W.  O.  Rich¬ 
ards.  J.  H.  Crippen,  B.  Banton,  W.  Ban- 
ton,  G.  G.  Pickley,  J.  G.  Pickley  and  Miss 
Hattie  Allen  belong  to  the  homeopathic 
school  of  physicians. 

MANUFACTURES. 

Among  the  establishments  of  this  kind 
that  add  population  and  wealth  to  Water¬ 
loo  are  the  Union  Mills  Company,  the 
“Beat  ’Em  All”  Barbed  Wire  Company, 
John  Eickelberg  (wagons  and  agricultural 
implements),  T.  Cascaden  (boilers,  mills, 
horse-powers  and  all  kinds  of  farm  imple¬ 
ments),  Hitt  &  Robinson  (carriage  factory), 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  shops,  A.  J.  Cush¬ 
man  (cooper  shop),  Morrill  &  Company 
(soap),  Daniel  &  Nauman  Lumber  and  Fur¬ 
niture  Company,  Robinson  &  Dungelberg 
(foundry),  J.  P.  Hummel  (wagon  and  car¬ 
riage  shop),  Manson,  Tufts  &  Wichman 
(cracker  factory),  and  the  Fowler  Com¬ 
pany  (cheese,  fruits,  etc.). 

CHURCHES. 

The  city  is  well  supplied  with  churches, 
and,  indeed,  the  people*  of  Waterloo  are  es¬ 
sentially  a  church-going  class.  The  pioneer 
religious  organization  here  is  the 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Waterloo, 
which  was  organized  in  1853,  without  any 
regular  pastor.  The  first  service  was  held 
in  a  log  school-house.  Rev.  Mr.  Bicknell, 
a  local  minister,  and  Elder  Knapp,  of  Cedar 
Falls,  held  services  occasionally.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  J.  C.  Miller.  Under  his 
pastorate  services  were  held  in  what  has 
been  known  as  Capwell’s  Hall. 

In  September,  1857,  Rev.  A.  G.  Eberhart 
commenced  his  labors  with  the  church,  and 
on«the  1 2th  day  of  April  following  the  so¬ 
ciety  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Iowa.  The  original  incorporators  were : 
Nelson  Ayers,  T.  1.  Messick,  Henry  Sher¬ 
man,  Nehemiah  J.  Randolph,  William  C. 
Clough,  Rufus  Ordway  and  Reuben  Rush. 


But  one  of  the  above  is  now  a  resident  of 
Waterloo.  During  the  first  few  months  of 
Mr.  Eberhart’s  ministry  services  were  held 
in  what  was  then  known  as  Benight’s  Hall, 
being  the  hall  over  the  store  so  long  occu¬ 
pied  by  W.  A.  Chapin,  and  where  Cascaden 
has  since  built.  Soon  after  the  society  was 
incorporated  they  purchased  the  then  house 
of  worship  of  the  Presbyterian  society. 
Mr.  Eberhart  remained  with  the  church 
some  four  years,  and  left  it  in  a  very  pros¬ 
perous  condition: 

Rev.  Frank  Miller  succeeded  Mr.  Eber¬ 
hart  as  pastor,  remaining  only  a  short  time, 
and  was  followed  by  Rev.  C.  Billings 
Smith,  who  continued  with  the  church  some 
two  years.  After  Mr.  Smith’s  resignation, 
Rev.  Wm.  L.  Hunter  supplied  the  pulpit 
some  time  before  his  ordination,  and  after 
it  remained  with  the  church  nearly  four 
years  as  its  pastor.  He  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  church  increase  largely  in  num¬ 
bers  and  influence.  He  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Wm.  Tilley,  who  remained  one  year 
and  was  succeeded  bv  Rev.  E.  K.  Cressey, 
who  resigned  after  terminating  his  first  year. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Eberhart  was  again  called,  but 
was  obliged  to  resign  in  a  short  time  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ill  health.  Rev.  A.  A.  Russell  fol¬ 
lowed  Mr.  Eberhart,  but  his  labors  were 
soon  brought  to  a  close  on  account  of  failing 
health.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Richard  Garton. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  membership 
and  congregation  under  Mr.  Garton’s  pastor¬ 
ate  rendered  a  larger  edifice  a  necessity  and 
in  the  winter  of  1880  it  was  agreed  to  build 
a  new  church.  The  work  was  commenced  in 
June  of  that  year,  and  on  the  last  Sunday 
in  October,  1881,  the  church  was  formally 
dedicated.  The  size  of  the  building  is  about 
70  x  100  feet,  constructed  of  brick  and  stone, 
and  the  architecture  is  gothic  combined 
with  other  styles.  There  are  three  large 
entrances  into  the  main  room,  the  tower 
being  over  the  one  directly  in  front  of  the 
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pulpit.  The  auditorium  is 48x60  in  size,  and 
is  in  the  form  ot  an  enlarged  octagon.  The 
extreme  height  of  this  room  is  thirty-two 
feet  and  the  posts  are  nineteen  feet.  The 
floor  is  bowl-shaped,  descending  to  the  pul¬ 
pit  on  one  side.  The  seats  are  arranged  in 
a  circle  facing  the  pulpit,  back  of  which  is 
the  organ  loft.  A  hue  scarlet  carpet  covers 
the  entire  floor  and  pulpit.  The  seats  are 
of  a  pattern  that  secures  comfort  to  the  oc¬ 
cupant.  The  sides  and  ceiling  are  beauti¬ 
fully  finished  and  painted.  The  windows 
are  half  gothic  and  are  finely  stained  and 
tinted.  On  the  left  of  the  auditorium  fold¬ 
ing-doors  open  into  the  lecture  room.  This 
room  is  square  in  shape  and  is  31  x  41  feet 
in  size.  It  is  furnished  with  chairs.  In  the 
rear  of  the  lecture  room  is  a  library  room. 
12  x  14  feet  in  size,  and  two  class  rooms,  each 
1 5  x  20  feet  in  size.  The  building  is  warmed 
by  a  hot  air  wrought  iron  furnace.  A  re¬ 
flector,  containing  twenty-five  gas-jets,  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  center  of  the  auditorium,  sup¬ 
plies  light.  Two  additional  burners,  on 
either  side  of  the  pulpit,  will  light  up  the 
pulpit  and  fall  upon  the  music  books  of  the 
singers. 

Rev.  Dr.  Boyd,  of  St.  Louis,  preached 
the  dedicatory  sermon,  from  Haggai*2:9. 
and  Matthew  xii :  6.  The  total  cost  of  the 
edifice  was  $15,000,  and  of  the  organ,  $2,000. 
The  church,  both  internally  and  externally, 
is  handsome  and  attractive.  The  member¬ 
ship  at  the  present  time  is  345. 

The  Congregational  Church. — At  a 
meeting  convened  at  the  school-house  in 
Waterloo  on  Saturday  evening,  August  23, 
1856,  by  those  interested  in  the  principles 
of  Congregationalism,  Rev.  Oliver  Emer¬ 
son,  agent  of  the  American  Missionary 
Association,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
John  H.  Leavitt  was  chosen  clerk. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting,  a  council  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
church,  September  24,  of  the  same  year, 
Rev.  G.  H.  Woodward,  of  Toledo,  Moder¬ 


ator,  and  Rev.  A.  Graves,  of  New  York, 
Scribe.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  log 
school-house. 

The  council  were  unwilling  to  advise  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  churches  in  town 
without  prayerful  consideration  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  But  this  was  before  the  slavery 
question  had  been  settled  by  the  war,  and 
when  some  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
system  were  maintaining  a  complicity  with 
“  the  slave  power ;  ”  and  also  at  a  period  of 
the  adoption  of  the  “  Church  Extension 
scheme,”  which  finally  resulted  in  breaking 
up  the  old  union  principles  between  Con- 
gregationalists  and  Presbyterians. 

Had  the  present  comity  and  good  feeling 
between  the  two  denominations  existed 
twenty  years  ago,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the 
Congregational  church  of  Waterloo  had 
been  organized.  Among  reasons  given  for 
the  formation  of  the  new  society  (many  of 
which  are  now  dead  issues  and  not  wisely 
revived),  the  originators  say:  “  We  wish  to 
adhere  to  the  faith  of  our  fathers,  because 
a  departure  from  it  by  so  many  of  our 
brethren  has  injured  the  cause  of  truth,  by 
'giving  occasion  to  the  representation  that 
this  course  is  a  confession  on  their  part  that 
their  principles  are  not  worth  maintaining.” 

In  an  account  of  the  organization,  a 
writer  in  the  Congregational  Herald  says  : 
“  The  village  of  Waterloo  is  beautifully  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Cedar  River,  about  ninety 
miles  from  the  Mississippi,  on  the  line  of 
the  Dubuque  &  Pacific  Railroad.  Two  and 
a  half  years  since  it  consisted  of  a  dozen 
log  cabins.  It  now  embraces  more  than 
1,200  souls,  and  is  rapidly  increasing  in 
population  and  wealth.  In  illustration  of 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  village  and 
vicinity  are  advancing,  it  may  be  stated 
that  five  saw-mills  are  constantly  in  motion 
to  supply  building  material,  besides  a  large 
quantity  of  fine  lumber  brought  from  the 
Mississippi.  The  little  church  now  organ¬ 
ized  are  in  pressing  need  of  a  faithful 
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minister  ;  they  think  themselves  able  to  pay 
one-half  his  salary,  and,  with  assistance  for 
a  short  time,  will  be  able  to  assume  his  en¬ 
tire  support.” 

The  original  members  were :  Abram  P. 
Hosford,  J.  P.  White,  Cynthia  White,  L. 
B.  Worcester  and  wife,  and  John  H. 
Leavitt.  The  deacons  first  chosen  were : 
J.  P.  White  and  L.  C.  Sanborn.  The  first 
clerk  was  John  H.  Leavitt,  and  first  pastor, 
Rev.  T.  S.  La  Due.  The  society  first  held 
its  meetings  in  the  old  log  school-house  on 
Jefferson  street,  afterward  in  Benight’s 
Hall,  corner  Fourth  and  Commercial 
streets,  and  in  Capwells  Hall,  corner  Fifth 
and  Commercial.  In  December,  1856,  the 
church  was  duly  incorporated,  “  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  charge  of  the  financial 
interests  of  the  church,”  “  the  incorporation 
to  commence  January  1,  1857,  and  continue 
twenty  years,  with  the  right  of  renewal.” 
The  incorporators  were :  A.  P.  Hosford,  L. 
B.  Worcester,  L.  C.  Sanborn,  J.  P.  White 
and  J.  H.  Leavitt. 

The  present  site  of  the  church  was  occu¬ 
pied  in  1857,  the  lower  part  of  the  edifice 
being  used  till  1862,  when  the  upper 
part  was  finished  and  occupied  without  es¬ 
sential  change  till  1872,  when  both  stories 
were  thrown  into  one,  and  an  extension  of 
twenty  feet  added.  The  first  pipe  organ 
w as  brought  to  Waterloo  by  E.W.  Burnham, 
Esq.,  in  1864,  and  placed  in  this  church.  It 
is  a  small  but  sweet-toned  instrument,  and 
now  adorns  the  Congregational  church  at 
Independence.  Mr.  Burnham  purchased 
the  great  organ  in  1872,  which  is  rented  by 
the  society.  In  1869  the  society  built  a 
commodious  parsonage  on  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Fourth  streets ;  this  was 
first  occupied  by  Dr.  Geo.  Thacher,  pas¬ 
tor,  subsequently  president  of  Iowa  State 
University.  According  to  the  records,  the 
first  member  admitted  to  the  church  upon 
profession  of  faith,  was  Mrs.  Wheeler,  now 
Mrs.  Wm.  Robinson.  The  first  baptism  of 


adults  was  Mary  Man  well,  and  of  infants, 
Roger  Leavitt. 

The  ministers  who  have  supplied  the 
church  are  as  follows:  Revs.  Thomas  S. 
La  Due,  John  S.  Whittlesey,  Orville  W. 
Merrill,  Smith  B.  Goodenow,  Edward  S. 
Palmer,  W.  H.  Marble,  George  Thacher, 
D.  D.,  late  president  of  the  State  Univer¬ 
sity  ;  Alfred  A.  Ellsworth  and  Henry  S. 
De  Forest.  The  pastorate  of  the  latter  ter¬ 
minated  in  April,  1 878.  Rev.  Clayton  Welles 
took  charge  October  1,  1879,  and  resigned 
April  1,  1883,  to  accept  the  principalship 
ot  Wilton  Academy,  in  Muscatine  County. 
The  last  pastor  was  Rev.  John  H.  Winsor, 
who  left  in  the  autumn  of  1855.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church  is  over  200. 

St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church. — The 
first  Episcopal  service  in  Waterloo  was  held 
on  Sunday,  August  3,  1856,  at  which 
time  Rt.-Rev.  H.  W.  Lee,  then  bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  Iowa,  made  his  first  visit  to 
this  place.  Services  were  held  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  Capwell’s  Hall,  on  the  west  side, 
and  in  the  Grout  school-house  on  the  east 
sidu  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Capwell’s  Hall,  and 
an  organization  of  a  parish  effected  under 
the  name  of  St.  Thomas. 

The  names  of  the  persons  subscribing  to 
the  Articles  of  Association  were  Charles 
Fiske,  James  S.  George,  J.  C.  Hubbard,  J. 
H.  Wilkins,  William  Haddock  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Miller,  and  the  first  vestry  elected 
consisted  of  the  above  gentlemen,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Haddock. 

The  first  officiating  minister  was  Benja¬ 
min  R.  Gifford,  who  commenced  his  labors 
the  following  year,  the  society  holding  its 
services  in  Day’s  Hall,  on  the  east  side.  Mr. 
Gifford  remained  with  the  society  until 
some  time  in  1859.  Services  were  also  held 
at  Capwell’s  Hall,  on  the  west  side,  and  at 
the  court-house  occasionally,  until  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  Russell’s  Hall,  when  that  was  se¬ 
cured  by  lease. 
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Rev.  \V.  F.  Lloyd  succeeded  to  the  rec¬ 
torship  in  i860,  and  held  regular  services 
in  Russell’s  Hall,  and  continued  as  rector 
until  1864.  At  a  meeting  held  April  6, 
1863,  the  name  of  the  parish  was  changed 
from  St.  Thomas’s  to  St.  Mark’s  for  irreg¬ 
ularities  in  the  organization  under  the 
former  name.  At  the  termination  of  Mr. 
Lloyd’s  term  the  society  was  without  a 
rector  for  some  time,  occasional  services 
being  held  by  Rev.  Henry  C.  Kinney,  who 
also  officiated  at  Cedar  Falls. 

Rev.  W.  T.  Campbell  was  called  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1866,  and  remained  with  the  parish 
for  about  one  year,  services  still  being  held 
in  Russell’s  Hall.  In  June,  1867,  Rev.  S.  D. 
Day  was  called  to  minister  to  the  parish, 
and  in  the  year  following  the  present  church 
edifice  was  commenced.  The  building  com¬ 
mittee  consisted  of  the  rector,  R.  Russell 
and  A.  T.  Lusch.  The  foundation  was  not 
finished  until  late,  and  the  frame  was  raised 
September  21,  1868.  The  work  was  prose¬ 
cuted  as  fast  as  possible,  much  of  the  plas¬ 
tering  and  inside  work  being  completed 
during  the  winter.  The  ladies  belonging 
to  the  society  rendered  valuable  and  effi¬ 
cient  service  in  raising  funds,  and  through 
their  exertions  most  of  the  adornments 
were  procured. 

The  first  service  in  the  church  was 
held  in  the  latter  part  of  February,  1869, 
Mr.  Day  preaching  the  first  sermon  to  a 
very  large  congregation.  He  retained  his 
connection  with  the  parish  until  1871.  For 
several  months  after  Mr.  Da)^’s  removal, 
the  parish  was  without  a  rector.  Rev.  J. 
E.  Ryan  was  called  late  in  1871,  but  did  not 
commence  his  labors  until  January,  1872, 
and  served  until  1877,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Rev.  F.  M.  Bird.  .Next  came 
Rev.  W.  C.  Mills.  Then  the  parish  was 
without  a  rector  until  June  1,  1885,  when 
Rev.  C.  S.  Percival  began  his  work  here. 
St.  Mark’s  Church  was  somewhat  weakened 
by  the  organization  of  Christ  Church. 


Christ  Church. — The  parish  of  Christ 
Church  was  organized,  with  the  approval 
of  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Stevens  Perry,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  diocese,  on  the  3d  day  of 
January,  1881,  Rev.  F.  M.  Bird  being  the 
rector  in  charge.  The  first  officers  of  the 
new  parish  were:  J.  H.  Miller  and  T.  W. 
Place,  Wardens,  O.  Gable,  Secretary,  and 
A.  I.  Breckenridge,  Treasurer.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Railroad  Mission  Chapel. 
Mr.  Bird  resigned  the  rectorship  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  in  April,  1881,  Rev.  G.  H.  Somer¬ 
ville  was  called.  The  lot  for  the  new 
church  building,  situated  on  East  Fourth 
street,  was  purchased  April  19,  1881.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  vestry,  held  August  19,  it 
was  determined  to  build  a  stone  church, 
and  plans  for  the  edifice,  furnished  by 
George  Josselyn  &  Son,  architects,  were 
adopted.  On  the  20th  of  August  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  stone  work  was  let  to  Thomas 
Chadwick.  Ground  was  broken  August 
22,  and  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  with  ap¬ 
propriate  ceremonies,  on  the  21st  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  building  committee  consisted 
of  Rev.  G.  H.  Somerville  and  Messrs.  J. 
H.  Miller,  Matt.  Parrott,  J.  W.  Krap- 
fel,  J.  L.  Cooley  and  A.  I.  Breckenridge. 

The  church  was  formally  opened  Sun¬ 
day,  October  8,  1882,  Revs.  Kemp,  Ryan, 
Stroh,  Estabrooke  and  Hoyt  assisting  the 
rector,  Rev.  George  A.  Chambers,  in  the 
ceremonies. 

The  church  is  almost  a  pure  gothic,  with 
projecting  tower  on  lower  front  corner, 
forming  a  side  entrance  and  vestibule.  The 
main  portion  is  37x60  feet.  The  rear  part, 
18  X47  feet,  contains  the  vestry  room,  chan¬ 
cel  and  choir,  the  wall  projecting  five  feet 
beyond  the  side  walls  of  the  main  building. 
There  are  outside  entrances  to  vestry  and 
choir,  and  a  main  entrance  in  front.  The 
ceiling,  open  to  the  gable,  is  laid  out  in 
panels,  painted  in  drab,  and  surrounded 
with  deep  blue  borders.  The  trusses  sup¬ 
porting  both  main  roof  and  chancel  are  rich 
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in  harmonious  colorings,  presenting  a  very 
handsome  effect.  The  pews  are  finished 
in  oil,  the  round  on  back  and  the  arms 
stained  to  imitate  walnut.  The  chancel 
window,  in  exquisite  coloring,  shows  the 
figures  of  Faith  and  Hope,  and  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  J.  H.  Miller  and  his  sisters, 
Misses  Lizzie  and  Addie  Miller,  in  memory 
of  their  father  and  mother.  The  organ, 
built  by  S.  S.  Hamill,  of  East  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  is  handsomely  ornamented, 
and  in  beauty  and  tone  will  compare  with 
any  instrument  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 

The  ordinary  seating  capacity  of  the 
church  is  250,  although  on  special  occa¬ 
sions  this  can  be  quite  largely  increased. 
The  center  aisle  is  five  feet  in  width,  with 
aisles  on  each  side  of  three  feet.  In  ar¬ 
rangement,  equipment  and  finish  the  church 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  Episcopal 
church  in  Iowa.  The  ground,  organ,  church 
and  furnishing  cost  $8,524.96. 

The  present  rector,  Rev.  G.  A.  Chambers, 
was  called  to  this  parish  in  June,  1882.  The 
church  has  about  thirty  communicants  at 
the  present  writing. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
— Among  the  first  Methodists  of  this  city 
were  James  Virden,  G.  W.  Hanna  and  Mrs. 
Mullan.  In  1852  there  was  a  regular  ap¬ 
pointment  for  “  circuit  ”  preaching  at  James 
Virden’s  house,  on  the  east  side.  Waterloo 
was  made  a  station  in  1855  ;  Rev.  A.  Cole¬ 
man  was  presiding  elder  and  Rev.  S.  W. 
Ingham,  pastor.  Mr.  Ingham  was  a  local 
minister,  much  beloved,  and  an  earnest 
preacher.  His  son,  Rev.  S.  W.  Ingham,  is 
still  a  member  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Confer¬ 
ence.  When  the  first  school-house  was 
built  the  preaching  was  done  there. 

During  the  year  an  extensive  revival  oc¬ 
curred  and  over  100  were  added  to  the 
society.  A  Mr.  Daggett,  who  taught  the 
school,  and  who  was  a  local  preacher  in 
the  church,  rendered  the  pastor  efficient 
aid  in  the  work.  The  meetings  during  the 


revival  were  held  in  the  old  brick  seminary, 
corner  of  Bluff  and  Ninth  streets,  west  side. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Witted  was  appointed  to  the 
station  in  1856,  and  occupied,  as  the  place 
of  worship,  the  stone  hall  then  owned  by 
John  McD.  Benight.  The  salary  of  the 
pastor  at  that  time  was  $760,  and  all  paid. 
This  certainly  was  much  to  the  credit  ol 
the  society. 

In  1857  Rev.*  Mr.  Sessions  was  pastor, 
with  the  services  held  in  Capwell’s  Hall ; 
a  good  revival  was  enjoyed  this  year.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  H.  Hood  for  the 
year  1858,  and  Rev.  E.  A.  Hill,  in  1859, 
succeeded  Mr.  Hood.  In  i86o-’6i  Rev. 
R.  Ridlington  was  pastor.  During  his  pas¬ 
torate  the  society  prepared  to  build  a  house 
of  worship,  and  before  his  removal  the  lot 
was  purchased  and  the  foundation  laid. 
Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  followed  Mr.  Ridlington 
in  1862,  and  this  year  the  church  was  en¬ 
closed.  In  1863  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Sampson 
was  appointed  pastor,  but  remained  only 
a  part  of  the  year,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  fill¬ 
ing  out  the  time. 

The  basement  of  the  church  was  occupied 
during  the  winter  of  ’63-’64,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1864,  Rev..  Bishop  Scott  presid¬ 
ed  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  Conference,  which  met  in  this  city 
and  held  its  sessions  in  the  basement.  At 
the  close  of  the  conference  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Bowman  became  pastor.  During  his  year 
of  service  the  society  was  divided  and  the 
church  on  the  east  side  was  formed  and 
their  house  of  worship  erected. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Lee  was  the  minister  for  1865 
-66,  and  during  his  pastorate  the  church 
building  was  finished  and  dedicated  and 
the  society  was  blessed  with  a  gracious 
revival. 

Dr.  Fairall  followed  Mr.  Lee  for  the  year 
1867.  Rev.  U.  Eberhart  served  as  pastor 
during  i868-’69.  In  i870-’7i,  Rev.  D. 
Shaffer  was  the  minister,  and  the  society 
was  favored  with  a  good  revival.  In  1872 
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Rev.  W.  Frank  Paxton  was  appointed  pre¬ 
siding  elder  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Lee  returned  as 
the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  P.  Watkins  was  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor  for  1873. 

In  October,  1874,  Rev.  J.  T.  Crippen  was 
transferred  from  the  Central  New  York 
Conference  and  stationed  over  this  church. 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  I.  K.  Fuller,  who 
only  remained  one  year.  Mr,  Fuller  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Allen,  who  after¬ 
ward  was  transferred  to  Texas.  He  was 
followed  by  Rev.  H.  O.  Pratt,  who  re¬ 
mained  the  pastor  until  1881,  when  Rev.  S. 
C.  Bronson  was  assigned  to  the  charge 
and  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1884.  At 
that  date  Rev.  J.  G.  Van  Ness,  the  present 
pastor,  came. 

About  $500  was  spent  in  repairing  the 
church  in  1885.  J.  W.  Cook  is  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which  has  an 
attendance  of  about  no.  The  church  has 
not  far  from  150  active  members. 

East-Side  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. — At  an  early  day  it  became  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  division  of  the  city  by  the 
river  would  necessitate  the  organization  of  a 
second  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  one  on 
the  east  side,  in  addition  to  the  one  already 
in  operation  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cedar 
River.  Accordingly,  the  records  show  that 
a  Board  of  Trustees  was  organized  and  ar¬ 
ticles  of  incorporation  adopted  as  early  as 
March  22,  1861,  by  the  following  citizens: 
J.  W.  Hankinson,  G.  R.  Benight,  D.  B.  Gil¬ 
bert,  Joseph  Gorrell,  J.  W.  Ayers,  Albert 
R.  Hale  and  David  Edwards.  Also,  that 
at  their  first  meeting  the  question  of  build¬ 
ing  a  church  was  proposed  and  discussed. 

At  their  second  meeting,  June  16,  1862, 
J.  S.  Barbee,  A.  C.  Bunnell  and  Thomas 
Brooks  were  elected  instead  of  Messrs.  Be¬ 
night,  Gilbert  and  Edwards,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
feasibility  of  securing  church  room  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  school  building  then  about 
to  be  erected  in  East  Waterloo.  That  be¬ 


ing  impracticable,  at  the  next  meeting,  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1865,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed 
immediately  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
build  a  church.  The  new  members  of  the 
board  were:  E.  P.  Albee,  Wm.  Gilchrist, 
R.  A.  Whitaker  and  George  W.  Hawver. 
Messrs.  Barbee,  Hankinson  and  Hawver 
were  the  committee  to  estimate  the  cost, 
and  Messrs.  Hankinson,  Gilchrist  and  Albee 
were  to  supervise  the  erection  of  said  build¬ 
ing.  The  size  resolved  upon  was  36x58. 
Proposals  were  received,  and  J.  S.  Barbee 
was  assigned  the  contract.  The  church 
was  finished  and  dedicated  in  September, 
1865,  and  Mr.  Barbee  settled  with  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1865,  paying  him  in  full  $4,600.  Some 
of  the  subscriptions  were  not  paid  and 
had  to  be  advanced,  for  which  a  mortgage 
was  given,  which  mortgage  and  interest, 
amounting  to  some  $1,300,  was  finally  raised 
and  paid  in  September,  1873,  freeing  the 
property  from  all  incumbrance. 

The  parsonage,  which,  with  the  furniture, 
is  valued  at  $2,500,  was  built  in  1869,  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  E.  L.  Miller — the 
building  committee  consisting  of  Edmund 
Miller,  A.  C.  Bunnell  and  William  Gil¬ 
christ. 

The  first  Sunday-school  met  in  a  frame 
building  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  known 
as  Evans’s  building,  officered  by  John  W. 
Ayers  and  J.  W.  Hankinson,  at  which  time 
J.  G.  Witted,  the  sailor-preacher,  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Waterloo,  thence  to  the  court-house,  with 
A.  C.  Bunnell,  Superintendent.  Afterward 
Day’s  Hall  was  the  Sunday-school  room, 
said  hall  being  a  brick  building  on  the  site 
where  the  Reporter  block  now  stands.  The 
Sunday-school  remained  in  Day’s  Hall  un¬ 
til  it  was  removed  to  the  new  church,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1865. 

Among  the  ministers  in  charge  of  the 
church  from  its  organization  were  Revs. 
E.  L.  Miller,  D.  R.  Thomas,  Elder  John 
Bowman  (under  whose  pastorate  the 
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church  was  dedicated),  R.  N.  Earhart,  J. 
B.  Casebeer,  E.  L.  Miller,  H.  S.  Church, 
G.  W.  Brindell,  J.  R.  Berry,  A.  C.  Man- 
well,  Rev.  F.  B.  Cherington  and  the  present 
pastor,  Dr.  J.  H.  Rhea. 

Mr.  Berry  was  assigned  to  the  church  in 
September,  1875,  and  the  following  year 
began  to  agitate  the  question  of  a  new 
church  edifice.  The  matter  was  freely  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  on  the  10th  of  October,  1876, 
a  resolution  was  adopted  to  make  “a  vigor¬ 
ous  effort  to  build  a  new  church.”  From 
this  beginning  the  present  Grace  Church 
grew  into  shape.  Ground  was  broken  on 
the  19th  of  April,  1877,  and  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  on  the  4th  of  July  following,  Rev. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Perrine,  of  Albion  College, 
Michigan,  delivering  the  address.  The  ded¬ 
ication  occurred  Sunday,  December  30, 
1878,  Bishop  Andrews,  then  resident  at 
Des  Moines,  preaching  the  sermon  from  St. 
John  iv :  24.  The  whole  expense  of  lot,  build¬ 
ing  and  furniture  was  nearly  $1,800.  From 
the  description  of  the  church,  published  in 
the  Reporter ,  after  the  dedication,  we  make 
the  following  extract : 

“  The  building  is  in  gothic  style.  The 
foundations  are  of  stone,  rustic  ashlar ; 
superstructure  of  brick,  tastefully  trimmed 
with  terra  cotta  and  white  brick.  The  form 
of  the  building  is  nearly  that  of  a  Greek 
cross,  the  main  axis,  the  entire  length  of 
the  foundation,  being  104  feet,  and  the 
transverse  axis  sixty-seven  feet.  There  are 
three  gables,  each  fifty  feet  from  the  base, 
with  rear  gable  of  thirty-feet  elevation. 
The  tower,  with  double  front,  is  fourteen 
feet  square,  fifty-three  feet  above  water  ta¬ 
ble,  surrounded  by  a  mansard  roof,  eight¬ 
een  feet,  making  total  height  of  tower,  from 
level  of  street,  seventy-six  feet.  The  apex 
of  the  entire  roof  is  finished  in  iron  crest¬ 
ing,  with  finials  at  corners.  In  each  gable 
there  is  a  large  triple-sashed  window  9  x  20 
feet,  in  gothic  form,  supported  by  side  win¬ 
dows  of  similar  style,  2x  8  feet.  There  are 


three  double  and  two  single  entrances,  all 
surmounted  by  gothic  arches.  The  main 
roof  is  supported  by  seven  trusses,  seven¬ 
teen  feet  in  vertical  thickness,  and  each 
containing  about  3,000  feet  of  lumber,  rest¬ 
ing  entirely  on  the  walls,  without  lateral 
pressure.  The  roof  is  laid  with  shingles  in 
imitation  of  tiling.  The  interior  wood-work 
is  finished  in  white  and  black  walnut.  The 
entire  building  is  wainscoted  in  white,  with 
base  and  rail  in  black ;  the  ceiling  is  panel- 
work  of  white,  with  rails  in  black,  and  sham 
trusses  in  white  walnut,  likewise  pews,  chan¬ 
cel  and  choir,  all  finished  in  gothic  style. 
The  front  projection  contains  the  lecture 
or  Sabbath-school  room,  and  is  27  x  45  feet, 
with  class-room  adjoining,  15  x  15  feet,  and 
separated  by  folding  doors.  The  transepts 
contain  the  main  auditorium,  45x62  feet, 
with  front  vestibule,  1 1  x  1 1  feet,  and  north 
vestibule,  6x15  feet.  The  chancel  is  a  semi¬ 
circle,  9  x  18  feet,  at  the  rear  of  which  is 
the  choir,  6x18  feet,  and  back  of  this  the 
organ  loft,  8x18  feet.  At  the  rear  of  the 
building,  on  each  side,  is  a  vestibule,  5x9 
feet,  leading  from  the  auditorium  to  the 
parlors,  and  also  connected  with  outside  en¬ 
trances.  The  parlors  are  fourteen  feet 
square,  connected  by  folding  doors. 

The  pews  are  arranged  in  a  semi-circle, 
the  aisles  radiating  from  a  center  just  back 
of  the  pulpit.  By  this  excellent  plan  every 
auditor  in  every  pew  in  the  house  directly 
faces  the  speaker.  There  are  105  pews, 
with  seating  accommodations  for  450  per¬ 
sons.  By  a  simple  and  ingenious  arrange¬ 
ment,  the  base  board  around  the  whole 
auditorium  is  hinged  so  that  it  can  be  easily 
raised  and  form  a  seat,  thus  adding  about 
150  more  to  the  seating  capacity.  The 
lecture  room,  while  it  is  directly  in  front  of 
the  pulpit,  is  separated  from  the  main  room 
by  sliding  doors  of  ground  glass.  These 
are  hung  on  weights,  and  can  be  dropped 
easily  into  the  basement,  thereby  throwing 
the  two  rooms  together,  and  making  an  au- 
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ditorium  in  extreme  length  62x87  feet  and 
capable  of  seating  900  persons.” 

The  church  has  about  300  members.  E. 
T.  Corwin  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day-school,  which  has  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  180. 

First  Presbyterian  Church.  —  The 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Waterloo  was 
organized  by  Rev.  N.  C.  Robinson,  on 
the  17th  day  of  September,  1854,  with  a 
membership  of  six,  viz. :  George  Ordway, 
Mrs.  George  Ordway,  Mrs.  Marilla  Beau- 
chine,  Mrs.  Alvira  Barrett,  Zimri  Streeter 
and  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lake.  Mr.  Robinson 
continued  to  preach  to  the  church  once  in 
two  or  three  weeks  until  late  in  the  autumn 
of  1854,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
church  in  Vinton. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  Rev.  James  M.  Phillips 
commenced  his  labors  at  Waterloo,  Cedar 
Falls  and  Janesville,  residing  at  Cedar 
Falls,  and  continued  to  preach  at  Waterloo 
once  in  two  weeks  for  about  one  year.  Mr. 
Phillips  was  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of 
1856  by  Rev.  Moses  Robinson,  who  de¬ 
voted  his  whole  time  to  this  society ;  and 
during  his  ministry  of  about  one  year  the 
erection  of  a  church  was  commenced. 

Rev.  James  Harrison  was  the  next  pastor 
of  the  church,  commencing  his  labors  in  the 
summer  of  1856  and  continuing  until  the 
spring  of  1868.  At  that  time  Rev.  William 
Fithian  assumed  the  pastorate,  and  contin¬ 
ued  for  several  months  in  charge. 

The  first  church  building,  now  occupied 
by  the  Baptist  society,  was  commenced  in 
1856,  but  was  not  finished  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  and  was  dedicated  in  the  autumn. 
When  the  society  began  planning  for  the 
edifice  the  country  was  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition;  settlers  were  coming  in  rapidly; 
money  was  comparatively  plenty,  and  no 
•  one  expected  a  sudden  change,  such  as  fol¬ 
lowed.  The  society  planned  for  the  future, 
and  built  accordingly  ;  but  when  the  finan¬ 
cial  crash  of  1857  came,  could  not  fulfill 


their  engagements.  Aid  that  had  been 
promised  in  the  East  failed  to  come,  owing 
to  a  bank  failure ;  property  began  to  de¬ 
preciate  and  members  to  scatter.  With  all 
these  discouraging  surroundings,  it  was 
thought  best  to  sell  the  property,  which 
was  accordingly  done.  After  the  sale  of 
the  church,  the  society  was  for  a  long  time 
without  a  pastor,  and  its  usual  services 
were  suspended. 

During  the  years  i860  and  1861  occa¬ 
sional  services  were  held,  and  a  small  part 
of  the  time  regularly  once  in  two  weeks, 
conducted  by  Rev.  James  M.  Phillips,  of 
Cedar  Falls,  and  Rev.  David  Blakely,  who 
then  resided  near  Waterloo,  on  a  farm,  and 
by  occasional  supplies. 

Late  in  the  year  1864  Rev.  Stephen 
Phelps  commenced  his  labors  with  this 
church  in  Russell  Hall,  and  continued  to 
labor  with  great  acceptability  till  his  health 
failed,  in  the  *  spring  of  1869,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  his  pastorate.  The  present  pleasant 
and  commodious  brick  church  on  the 
corner  of  Fourth  and  Jefferson  streets  was 
erected  during  the  summer  of  1867,  and 
dedicated  free  of  debt  in  November  of  that 
year.  The  building  was  not  completed 
without  a  struggle,  and  only  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  contributions  from  abroad  and 
a  donation  from  the  Church  Erection  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Promi¬ 
nent  among  the  contributors  was  Myron 
Phelps,  Esq.,  of  Lewistown,  Illinois,  father 
of  Pastor  Phelps,  a  most  exemplary  and 
Christian  man,  who  gave  over  $1,000. 

In  the  summer  of  1869  Rev.  A.  R.  Ol- 
ney,  just  graduated  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York,  commenced  his 
labors  as  pastor  of  this  church,  and  contin¬ 
ued  with  them  one  year.  He  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Thorp  in  the  fall  of 
1870.  During  the  year  1871  funds  were 
raised  for  the  purchase  of  a  pipe  organ, 
and  an  addition  was  built  in  the  rear  for  an 
“  organ  loft  ”  and  pastor’s  study,  with  ses- 
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sion-room,  etc.  The  advent  of  the  organ 
was  celebrated  with  a  concert  at  the  church 
on  the  evening  of  November  22,  1871,  at 
which  the  superior  merits  of  the  instrument 
were  fully  demonstrated. 

Early  in  1873  Mr.  Thorp  tendered  his 
resignation,  to  take  effect  the  first  Sunday 
in  March.  After  his  departure  there  were 
only  occasional  services  until  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1873,  when  Rev.  I.  E.  Carey  com¬ 
menced  his  labors.  Since  that  time  the 
pulpit  of  the  church  has  been  filled  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Carey,  Rev.  A.  K.  Baird,  Rev.  George 
R.  Carroll,  Rev.  Rockwood  McOueston 
and  Rev.  E.  N.  Barrett,  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent. 

The  church  at  present  has  a  membership 
of  130.  Mrs.  L.  H.  Edwards  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which  has  an 
average  attendance  of  100. 

Evangelical  Association. — In  the  year 
1857  the  Cedar  Valley  country  was  taken  up 
as  a  mission  field  by  the  Illinois  Conference 
of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  that  year 
Jacob  Shoeffle  and  J.  Mohr  were  sent  by 
said  conference  to  seek  the  German  settlers 
in  these  regions,  and  preach  the  gospel  of 
Christ  among  them,  and  as  far  as  we  can 
learn  Shoeffle  was  the  first  German  mis¬ 
sionary  who  passed  through  Waterloo. 
Finding  no  opening  in  this  place  he  passed 
on  to  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  found  an  open 
door. 

In  the  following  year  H.  Klinesorge,  as 
successor  to  Shoeffle,  took  up  Waterloo  as 
an  appointment,  but  his  mission  field  being 
too  large,  extending  from  La  Porte  City 
north  into  Bremer  County,  and  west  into 
Hardin  Count}7,  and  to  Fort  Dodge,  and 
the  Germans  then  but  few  in  Waterloo,  he 
did  not  preach  here  very  often. 

In  1861  H.  Rinze  was  sent  to  this  mis¬ 
sion,  but  he  only  preached  occasionally  in 
Waterloo.  C.  Pfile,  also  from  the  same 
conference,  visited  Waterloo  at  intervals. 

Then  followed  Jacob  Keiper  from  the  same 
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conference,  who  preached  several  times  in 
Waterloo  during  the  year  1863. 

In  1864  C.  Berner  was  sent  to  this  field  of 
labor.  xA  conference  had  been  organized  in 
Iowa,  and  as  the  mission  territory  was  more 
divided  he  could  pay  more  attention  to 
Waterloo  and  preached  more  regularly. 
Services  were  held  in  a  hall  owned  by  J. 
D.  Weaver,  formerly  Day’s  Hall,  but  up  to 
this  time  no  church  had  been  organized. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1865,  Joseph  Har- 
lacher  emigrated  from  Wisconsin  and 
joined  the  Iowa  Conference,  and  was  by  the 
same  appointed  to  Cedar  Falls  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  appointments.  He  commenced  to 
preach  regularly  in  Waterloo  in  that  year 
in  the  above-mentioned  hall.  About  this 
time  several  families,  members  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Association,  had  moved  to  Waterloo 
from  Illinois,  and  the  same  fall  the  first 
church  of  this  order  in  Waterloo,  consisting 
of  about  ten  members,  was  organized  by 
Mr.  Harlacher.  Preaching  was  continued 
in  Weaver’s  Hall  for  some  time,  but  later  in 
the  same  year  it  was  changed  to  Champ- 
lin’s  Hall.  In  this  location  the  religious 
meetings  were  held  for  several  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  period  the  church  was  strength¬ 
ened  by  several  revivals,  a  goodly  number 
being  converted  and  added  to  the  church. 

In  the  year  1870,  while  C.  H.  Egge  had 
charge  of  the  society,  a  house  of  worship 
was  erected,  in  which  the  society  still  wor¬ 
ship.  Those  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
church  since  are:  Revs.  William  Bucks, 
George  Eckhart,  Joseph  Bossard-,  H. 
Brower  and  E.  J.  Sehultz. 

The  church  has  about  100  members,  and 
is  free  from  debt.  Charles  Rickert  is  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which 
has  an  average  of  ninety-five  attendants. 

Free-Will  Baptist  Church. — On  the 
22d  of  January,  i867„the  following  named 
persons  were  organized  into  a  Free-Will 
Baptist  church  in  this  city :  Rev.  D.  E. 
Champlin,  Mrs.  L.  Champlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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S.  V.  R.  Slade,  Mr.  L.  Ellis,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  II.  Bowers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  McStay, 
Mrs.  A.  Heisrodt. 

The  first  meetings  of  the  above  organiza¬ 
tion  were  held  in  Champlin  Hall,  but  the 
following  year  the  present  church  edifice 
was  erected,  situated  on  the  corner  of  La¬ 
fayette  and  Main  streets,  and  dedicated  on 
the  29th  day  of  November,  1868,  Rev.  O. 
E.  Baker  preaching  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
The  church  has  not  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  constant  pastoral  care,  although  able 
and  earnest  men,  including  the  Revs.  D. 
E.  Champlin,  C.  B.  Messer  and  O.  E.  Baker, 
have  rendered  it  efficient  service. 

In  January,  1874,  a  call  was  extended  to 
the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hall,  of  C.  IT.  Spurgeon’s 
college,  England,  who  commenced  his  la¬ 
bors  with  the  church  the  following  March. 
He  remained  about  two  years  and  a  half, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  O.  E.  Baker, 
who  resigned  in  the  spring  of  1881.  The 
society  were  then  without  a  pastor  until  De¬ 
cember,  1881,  when  Rev.  J.  B.  Palmer,  the 
present  pastor,  began  his  labors.  From 
the  autumn  of  1883  till  the  spring  of  1885 
Rev.  T.  IT.  Drake  was  pastor.  The  church 
has  over  100  members.  Charles  Hackett 
is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
which  has  an  average  attendance  of  about 
100. 

German  Lutheran  Church. — The  first 
services  of  this  society  were  held  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  Congregational  church,  com¬ 
mencing  in  1866.  Rev.  Mr.  Durchner  was 
the  minister  and  divided  his  time  between 
Cedar  Falls  and  Waterloo,  preaching  alter¬ 
nate  Sundays  at  each  place.  Sometime  in 
1867  Beck  &  Nauman’s  Hall  was  leased  as 
a  place  of  worship,  Rev.  Mr.  Folch  suc¬ 
ceeding  Durchner,  and  preaching  on  alter¬ 
nate  Sundays  for  several  years.  Articles 
of  incorporation  were  adopted  July  1,  1869, 
under  the  name  of  “  The  Lutheran  Church 
of  Waterloo,”  the  object  being,  as  stated 
therein,  “  to  secure  the  worship  of  God 


and  promote  religion  and  morality  among 
the  German  population  in  the  vicinity  of 
Waterloo.”  The  incorporators  named  were 
John  Nauman,  D.  Kruse,  Henry  Vogel, 
Charles  F.  Sury,  Godfried  Hartman  and 
Conrad  Bockringer. 

Rev.  Joseph  Westenberger  was  the  first 
regular  pastor  of  the  society,  commencing 
his  labors  in  1872.  Under  his  administra¬ 
tion  the  present  church  edifice  was  com¬ 
menced  and  finished.  It  is  a  brick  structure, 
30  x  56  feet  on  the  ground,  and  is  located 
on  Jefferson  street,  between  Third  and 
Main.  Work  was  commenced  in  July,  1872, 
and  the  building  was  occupied  in  October 
following.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about 
200,  and  cost  $2,500.  Rev.  H.  Schuerz 
is  the  present  pastor,  having  commenced 
his  labors  here  in  1878,  succeeding  Rev. 
Chr.  Mardorf.  The  church  has  about 
fifty  members,  and  the  Sunday-school  an 
attendance  of  about  forty. 

Evangelical  Lutheran. — The  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Emanuel  Society  first  held 
services  in  this  city  in  October,  1878,  at  the 
Mission  Chapel,  Rev.  J.  L.  Creamer,  of 
Fort  Dodge,  preaching  the  first  sermon. 
Services  were  afterward  held  in  the  Free 
Baptist  church.  In  August,  1879,  the 
members  of  this  society  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  church  on  East  Water  street. 
In  just  three  weeks  the  building  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  on  the  31st  *of  August  it  was 
dedicated,  Rev.  L.  Dornseif,  then  of  Du 
buque,  delivering  the  opening  address. 
The  membership  at  that  time  numbered 
six,  each  family  representing  a  member. 
Since  then  nine  more  members  have  been 
added  which  makes  the  present  member¬ 
ship  number  fifteen.  Rev.  George  Metz¬ 
ger  presided  until  succeeded  by  Rev.  Jo¬ 
seph  Fischer,  the  present  pastor.  The 
church  building  cost  $700,  and  the  parson¬ 
age,  erected  later,  cost  an  equal  amount. 

The  Catholic  Church. — The  first 
Catholics  are  believed  to  have  located  in 
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Waterloo  in  the  year  1852  or  ’53.  For  ayear 
or  two  they  were  visited  occasionally  by 
Rev.  Fathers  Slattery  and  Baumgartner, 
the  latter  of  whom  then  resided  at  Gilbert- 
ville.  About  this  time  Waterloo  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  missions  were  given  in  charge  of 
Rev.  John  Sheil,  who  fixed  his  residence  in 
Waverly,  Bremer  County,  and  for  some 
years  attended  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
few  Catholics  scattered  through  the  sur¬ 
rounding  counties.  In  1856,  through  the 
exertions  of  Mr.  B.  Kell}",  two  lots  were 
purchased,  and  the  first  church  edifice 
erected  on  the  corner  ot  Mulberry  and 
Third  streets,  east  side. 

In  the  spring  of  1867  Rev.  Mr.  Shiel  was 
succeeded  in  the  mission  by  Rev.  M.  Flavin, 
who  remained  only  one  year,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1868  was  succeeded  in  turn  by 
Rev.  P.  J.  R.  Murphy,  who,  like  his  prede¬ 
cessors,  resided  in  Waverly.  He  continued 
in  charge  of  the  missions  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1869. 
During  the  summer  of  1868  Father  Murphy 
caused  the  church  to  be  enlarged.  On  the 
23d  of  October,  1869,  Rev.  N.  F.  Scallan 
arrived  in  the  city,  and  became  the  first 
resident  pastor  of  the  church.  In  the 
spring  of  1870  the  pastoral  residence,  a  neat 
frame  structure,  was  erected. 

In  September,  1871,  one-fourth  of  a  block 
was  purchased  on  the  corner  of  Mulberry 
and  Second  streets,  and  the  foundations 
laid  for  a  Catholic  school  building,  which 
was  completed  in  August  of  the  following 
year.  This  building,  known  as  the  School 
of  Our  Lady  of  Victory,  is  50  x  50  feet, 
two  stories  high.  It  affords  a  residence  to 
the  Sisters  of  Charity,  B.  V.  M.,  who  have 
charge  of  the  school,  and  ample  accommo¬ 
dations  for  250  pupils.  The  Sisters  opened 
school  August  26,  1872. 

During  the  summer  of  1881  the  church 
edifice  was  rebuilt  and  enlarged,  and  is  now 
40  x  80  feet  in  size. 

Rev.  Father  Scallan  was  succeeded  by 


Rev.  Michael  Nichollsin  December,  1883, 
and  he  by  Rev.  G.  T.  Nagle  in  1884. 

Christian  Church. — A  society  of  this 
denomination  was  organized  in  this  city  at 
an  early  day.  A  reorganization  was  made 
in  1872,  and  services  were  held  in  the  Free 
Baptist  church  for  a  time  and  then  aban¬ 
doned.  In  April,  1883,  another  organiza¬ 
tion  was  made  under  the  leadership  of 
Elder  H.  A.  Kerr.  Services  are  now  regu¬ 
larly  held  in  the  mission  chapel,  and  the 
membership,  although  small,  is  composed 
of  earnest  and  devoted  workers.  About 
forty  attend  services.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Sycafoose,  commenced  his  labors  here 
with  the  beginning  of  1886. 

Universalist  Church.  —  Universalist 
services  were  first  held  in  1868,  at  which 
time  Rev.  R.  G.  Hamilton  preached  regu¬ 
larly  in  Lincoln  Hall.  He  removed  to 
Clinton  the  following  year,  and  then  for 
several  years  there  were  no  regular  serv¬ 
ices. 

In  1873  came  Rev.  J.  J.  Austin,  who  for¬ 
merly  had  charge  of  a  large  church  in  In¬ 
diana;  but  his  health  failing  him  he  came  to 
Waterloo,  partly  to  regain  his  lost  health  and 
partly  on  business  for  himself  and  others. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  here  he  com¬ 
menced  preaching  occasionally  in  Union 
Hall.  About  this  time  the  society  reorgan- 
izedand  held  regular  services  and  a  Sunday- 
school,  and  in  the  spring  of  1875  it  was 
incorporated  and  purchased  a  fine  lot  on 
the  east  side. 

Not  long  after  this  the  society  ceased  to 
hold  regular  services  and  have  not,  as  yet, 
commenced  active  work. 

Christadelphian  Church. — This  soci¬ 
ety  has  been  holding  regular  services  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  About  three  years 
ago  they  commenced  holding  meetings  in 
the  Bickley  Block,  and  have  held  regular 
services  ever  since,  different  members  of 
the  congregation  occupying  the  pulpit. 
The  organization  started  with  a  member- 
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ship  of  five  and  gradually  increased  until 
they  now  number  thirty  members. 

German  Baptist  Ciiurcii. — In  the  year 
1S80  the  German  Baptist  organization  of 
this  city  started  the  erection  of  a  building 
for  worship  on  the  corner  of  Seventh  and 
South  streets.  It  was  dedicated  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1882,  Elders  J.  A.  Murray  and  E.  K. 
Beuchlev  conducting:  the  services.  The 
membership  at  that  time  numbered  about 
seventy-five. 

Free  Methodist  Church. — The  Free 
Methodist  society  has  about  twelve  mem¬ 
bers  and  is  in  charge  of  Rev.  Robert  Scott, 
who  commenced  here  in  the  autumn  of 
1885.  Among  his  predecessors  were  Revs. 
K.  O.  Gould,  W.  W.  Warren,  M.  L.  Gould, 
Joseph  Riley  and  Vivian  A.  Dake. 

BUILDING  ASSOCIATIONS. 

These  institutions,  whose  greatest  suc¬ 
cesses  have  been  at  Philadelphia,  are  be¬ 
coming  very  numerous  throughout  the 
country,  and  deserve  all  that  can  be  said  in 
their  praise.  They  are  profitable  for  the 
investor,  convenient  for  the  borrower,  and 
are  the  most  effective  means  yet  discovered 
of  inducing  certain  classes  to  save.  Two 
of  these  associations  are  in  flourishing  con¬ 
dition  at  Waterloo. 

The  Waterloo  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion  was  organized  in  March,  1878,  and  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  series.  The  present  of¬ 
ficers  are:  A.  J.  Edwards,  President;  E. 
T.  Corwin,  Vice-President ;  Lewis  Lichty, 
Secretary;  J.  W.  Krapfel,  Treasurer.  The 
business  is  managed  under  the  supervision 
of  fifteen  directors.  January  1,  1886,  there 
were  3,566  shares  in  force,  and  the  assets 
of  the  association  were  $143,965.56. 

The  People  s  Mutual  Building  and  Loan 
Association  was  organized  in  1879,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Martin  Blim,  who 
was  secretary  for  several  years.  It  is 
now  in  its  ninth  series,  which  was  com¬ 
menced  in  February,  1886.  Some  130  loans 


have  been  made,  mostly  to  actual  builders, 
'while  investors  have  realized  more  than  15 
per  cent. 

fire  department. 

The  first  fire  company  in  Waterloo  was 
the  Waterloo  Hook  and  Ladder  Company, 
No.  1,  organized  April  2,  1861.  Its  first  offi¬ 
cers  were:  R.  W.  Chapman,  Foreman; 
M.  Maverick,  First  Assistant ;  H.  D.  Will¬ 
iams,  Second  Assistant ;  Horace  Barron, 
Secretary.  It  numbered  about  forty  active 
members.  In  1867  they  turned  their  appa¬ 
ratus  over  to  the  German  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  which  was  organized  in  August 
of  that  year,  with  officers  as  follows:  T. 
Wiley,  Foreman  ;  D.  Kruse,  First  Assistant; 
John  Nauman,  Second  Assistant;  John 
Bressler,  Secretary ;  John  Redenbach, 
Treasurer.  The  first  fire  was  in  the  old 
warehouse  on  Mill  Square  in  1869,  where 
they  held  the  fire  in  check  until  the  arrival 
of  the  engine.  Mr.  Wiley  says,  at  this  fire 
he  acted  as  foreman,  assistant  and  com¬ 
pany,  himself  and  Mr.  Fuller  doing  most 
of  the  work. 

In  1873  they  sold  their  old  cart  to  the 
city  of  Iowa  Falls  for  $100  and  had  a  new 
one  built  by  Hitt  &  Chapman  at  a  cost  of 
$250,  which  they  run  at  the  present  time. 
They  have  a  full  set  of  extension  ladders 
made  at  the  same  time.  In  times  of  fire 
theirs  is  the  post  of  danger  and  of  honor. 
They  must  climb  to  the  roof,  enter  the 
burning  building  and  clear  away  the  wreck 
so  that  the  engines  can  do  efficient  service; 
and  they  have  always  shown  themselves 
equal  to  the  task. 

Red  Jacket  Engine  and  Hose  Company, 
No.  1,  was  the  first  engine  company  organ¬ 
ized  in  this  city.  In  1868  money  was  rais¬ 
ed  by  private  subscription  and  R.  W. 
Chapman  was  appointed  by  the  citizens  to 
purchase  a  fire  engine.  Mr.  Chapman  went 
to  Chicago,  and  for  $1,000  purchased  the 
Red  Jacket.  This  engine  had  a  peculiar 


wv 

ww 

wv 

vv 

^IVTi 

»v 

VK 

wm 

l^nTl 

WV 

»'*' 

ww 

ww 

W 

mm 

vv 

mm 

W 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

8 

i 

vv 

mm 

uv 

mm 

v» 

mm 

vv 

mm 

XX 

44 

44 

r4'4 

uv 

mm 

:♦::« 

44 

mm 

W 

44 

44 

44 

55 

55 

55 

v» 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

mm 

vv 

vv 

vv 

mm 

kv 

44 

mm 

V'4 

44 

mm 

k'4 

55 

55 

mm 

44 

mm 

vv 

mm 

44 

44 

w 

v» 

V'4 

Vv 

55 

55 

mm 

vv 

mm 

44 

55 

44 

44 

44 

55 

w 

vv 

55 

55 

44 

44' 

Vr+' 


WATERLOO. 


59i 


interest  for  Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  built  in 
1849  by  L.  Button,  of  Waterford,  New 
York,  for  Fulton  No.  3,  of  Utica,  of  which 
company  Mr.  Chapman  was  the  first  fore¬ 
man.  It  was  sold  to  the  Chicago  Fire 
Department  in  1853,  and  used  by  No.  4,  of 
that  city,  for  a  number  of  years.  When 
the  city  began  using  steamers  it  was  aban¬ 
doned,  and  Mr.  Chapman  found  it  covered 
with  dust  and  rubbish,  stowed  away  in  an 
old  lumber  room  in  the  engine  house.  Fie 
at  once  bought  it  and  brought  it  to  Water¬ 
loo. 

A  company  was  formed  in  January,  1869, 
of  which  R.  W.  Chapman  was  Foreman  ; 
G.  R.  Crittenden,  First  Assistant;  D.  C. 
Cook,  Second  Assistant;  John  Hilferty, 
Secretary  ;  G.  P.  Beck,  Treasurer;  Charles 
Berg,  Steward  ;  H.  W.  Jenney,  Foreman 
of  H  ose  ;  Fred  Chapman,  Assistant.  Their 
constitution  was  adopted  January  1,  1869, 
and  approved  by  the  City  Council  Feb¬ 
ruary  10  of  the  same  year.  Their  first 
place  of  meeting  was  in  Wood’s  Block.  On 
the  completion  of  Capwell’s  building  they 
moved  into  that,  which  they  occupied  un¬ 
til  the  city  built  their  present  engine  house, 
in  September,  1872.  Here  they  have  a  fine 
hall,  neatly  decorated  with  appropriate 
pictures,  mostly  the  gift  of  that  firm  friend 
of  the  firemen,  Charles  S.  Champlin,  of 
Hudson,  New  York,  who  has  done  much 
for  the  Waterloo  boys.  He  has  presented 
them  at  different  times  with  a  number  of 
drawings  of  his  own  which  show  great  skill; 
also  with  a  company  register,  officers’  belts, 
trumpets,  etc.  He  will  always  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  our  firemen,  and 
is  an  honorary  member  of  both  engine 
companies. 

The  first  fire  of  any  consequence  that 
the  Red  Jacket  played  on  was  at  the  ware¬ 
house  on  Mill  Square,  where  they  did  ex¬ 
cellent  service  in  saving  surrounding  prop¬ 
erty. 

In  1874  the  company,  considering  their 


hose-cart  too  small,  sent  Messrs.  Chap¬ 
man,  Beck  and  Crittenden  to  Du¬ 
buque  to  purchase  a  larger  one.  They 
purchased  a  Silsby  four-wheeled  cart,  made 
to  carry  800  feet  of  hose,  for  $150.  It  was 
brought  home,  painted  and  varnished  by 
Hitt&  Chapman,  and  delivered  to  the  hose 
company. 

Early  in  1871  it  became  evident  that 
another  engine  was  necessary  for  the  east 
side,,  and  R.  W.  Chapman,  then  chief  en¬ 
gineer,  was  appointed,  with  W.  Russell,  to 
purchase  one.  They  purchased  from  the 
city  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  an  engine 
built  by  L.  Button  in  1855.  The  price  paid 
was  $600,  and  $150  for  500  feet  of  hose. 
This  was  brought  home  and  L.  F.  Walker, 
M.  H.  Barker,  J.  Garbrant,  John  Hubbard, 
W.  Russell,  J.  Fressle,  B.  S.  Doxey, 
Thomas  Watts,  J.  P.  Weeks,  M.  Hannon 
and  Wm.  Barker  withdrew  from  the  Red 
Jacket,  and  A.  Rosgen  from  the  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  and  on  February  3, 
1871,  formed  the  Water  Witch  Engine  and 
Hose  Company,  No.  2. 

Its  first  officers  were :  L.  F.  Walker, 
Foreman ;  J.  Garbrant,  First  Assistant ; 
John  Hubbard,  Second  Assistant;  W.  Rus¬ 
sell,  Secretary ;  A.  Rosgen,  Treasurer;  J. 
Fressle,  Steward;  M.  H.  Barker,  Foreman 
of  Hose  ;  Wm.  Barker,  Assistant. 

The  first  time  they  were  called  out  was 
early  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  when 
the  mayor  of  Cedar  Falls  telegraphed  for 
help,  saying  their  city  was  on  fire.  The 
engine  was  at  once  loaded  and  the  run 
from  here  to  Cedar  Falls  was  made  in  seven 
minutes,  and  in  thirty-eight  from  the  time 
of  the  first  alarm,  the  Water  Witch  had  a 
stream  on  the  fire  and  did  good  service  in 
checking  the  flames. 

Their  first  place  of  meeting  was  in  A. 
Rosgen’s  harness  shop,  but  in  September, 
1871,  their  present  engine  house  was  built. 
In  1874  the  building  was  raised  and  a  capa¬ 
cious  hall  built  over  the  engine-room,  the 
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city  furnishing  the  material  and  the  boys 
doing  the  work. 

The  hand  engines  were  replaced  by  steam¬ 
ers,  one  in  1878,  and  the  other  in  1880. 
These,  in  turn,  will  probably  be  disposed 
of  in  the  near  future,  as  the  city  has  con¬ 
tracted  for  water-works  to  be  erected  in 
1886.  They  are  to  be  completed  October 
1,  and  the  city  takes  100  hydrants  at  $37 
each. 

In  1880  the  Water  Witch  Company 
changed  its  name  to  the  Black  Hawk 
Company,  and  in  1881  a  new  Water  Witch 
Company  was  organized.  This,  with  the 
old  hand-engine  formerly  used  by  the  old 
Water  Witch  Company,  has  its  headquar¬ 
ters  near  the  Illinois  Central  depot.  In 
1879  an  independent  hose  company,  called 
the  L.  F.  Walker  Hose  Company,  was  or¬ 
ganized,  and  is  still  active.  The  city  now 
owns  two  steam  engines,  one  hand  engine, 
one  hook  and  ladder  truck,  four  hose  carts 
and  2,000  feet  of  hose.  John  V.  Smith  is 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  department;  Herr- 
man  Rosgen,  First  Assistant,  afld  P.  P.  Lem¬ 
per,  Second  Assistant. 

WATERLOO  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

This  was  organized  November  18,  1865, 
and  the  first  officers,  elected  December  4, 
were:  George  W.  Couch,  President;  R. 
A.  Whitaker,  Vice-President;  James  W. 
Logan,  Secretary;  A.  T.  Lusch,  Treasurer; 
Dr.  A.  B.  Mason,  Librarian.  The  library 
was  first  opened  in  Dr.Mason’s  office.  He 
was  succeeded  by  D.  W.  Foote,  as  libra¬ 
rian;  afterward,  Henry  Harris  and  Dr. 
Williams  acted,  for  short  terms,  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity.  Then  the  library  fell  into  disuse, 
and  the  books  became  scattered.  About 
1878  it  was  deemed  best  to  revive  the  so¬ 
ciety.  At  present  Emmons  Johnson  is 
President ;  Mrs.  H.  B.  Allen,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent;  Lizzie  Ballou,  Treasurer,  and  Mrs. 
William  H.  Leavitt,  Librarian.  The  li¬ 
brary  is  kept  at  the  opera  house  and  is 


open  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings. 
The  payment  of  $1  a  year  makes  any  one 
a  member. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ORGANIZATIONS. 

Company  B,  Fourth  Regiment ,  /.  N.  G., 
was  organized  in  1883,  at  Waterloo,  through 
the  efforts  of  L.  D.  Anthony.  A.  G.  Dun¬ 
ham  was  Captain  until  1885,  when  L.  D. 
Anthony  was  elected  Captain.  The  First 
Lieutenant  is  Albert  M.  Smith;  Second, 
Andrew  F.  Homer.  The  company  includes 
forty-seven  men  besides  these  three  officers, 
and  meets  for  drill  four  times  each  month. 

Waterloo  Lodge ,  No.  105,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  organized  under  dispensation,  but  its 
charter  was  issued  in  June,  1857.  The 
first  officers  elected  were:  Timothy  Row¬ 
ell,  Worthy  Master;  Ephraim  Mears,  Sen¬ 
ior  Warden;  S.  P.  Brainnard,  Junior  War¬ 
den;  V.  V.  Locey,  Secretary;  H.  E.  Hurl- 
burt,  Treasurer;  John  Mcllmoil,  Senior 
Deacon;  William  McCall,  Junior  Dea¬ 
con,  S.  W.  Ingham,  Tiler.  October  3,  1870, 
Victory  Lodge,  No.  296,  was  organized, 
with  R.  A.  Whitaker,  Worthy  Master;  J. 
W.  McClure,  Senior  Warden;  Matt.  Par¬ 
rott,  Junior  Warden;  Lewis  Lichty,  Secre¬ 
tary;  D.  B.  Stanton,  Treasurer;  E.  Ellis, 
Senior  Deacon;  D.  W.  Crouse,  Junior 
Deacon;  H.  J.  Main,  Tiler.  These  two 
lodges  were  consolidated  in  1879,  retaining 
the  name  of  the  older.  The  present  offi¬ 
cers  are:  M.  T.  Owens,  Worthy  Master; 
C.  F.  Wickman,  Senior  Warden;  W.  A. 
Heath,  Junior  Warden;  A.  W.  Morrill, 
Treasurer;  C.  B.  Stilson,  Secretary;  F.  W. 
White,  Senior  Deacon;  L.  R.  Town,  Jun¬ 
ior  Deacon;  H.  Lampe,  Tiler.  The  lodge 
has  150  members,  and  meets  the  Tuesday 
evening  on  or  before  the  full  moon. 

Tabernacle  Chapter ,  No.  52>  R.  A.  M ., 
was  chartered  October  17,  1870,  with  Frank 
Neely  as  High  Priest.  The  present  offi¬ 
cers  are:  H.  A.  Sargent,  High  Priest;  C. 
R.  Sherland,  King;  J.  W.  Daggett,  Scribe; 
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James  Ellis,  Treasurer;  C.  B.  Stilson,  Sec¬ 
retary;  H.  H.  Saunders,  C.  of  H.;  F.  W. 
White,  Permanent  Secretary;  W.  A.  Heath, 

R.  A.  C.;  H.  Grout,  3d  V.;  M.  T.  Owens, 
2d  V.;  E.  R.  Prindle,  1st  V.;  H.  Lampe, 
Guard.  The  chapter  has  ninety-eight 
members,  and  meets  Monday  evening  on 
or  before  the  full  moon. 

A  sea  Ion  Commandery ,  No.  25,  K.  T.,  was 
instituted  December  5,  1875,  by  0.  P.  Wa¬ 
ters.  The  first  officers  were:  Frank  Neely, 
Eminent  Commander;  D.  B.  Stanton,  G.; 
J.  P.  Sherman,  C.  G.;  Matt.  Parrott,  P.; 
L.  H.  Cobb,  Treasurer;  H.  W.  Jenney, 
Rec.  Its  present  officers  are:  H.  R.  Shutts, 
E.  C.;  H.  H.  Saunders,  G.;  J.  A.  Shipman, 
C.  G.;  Matt.  Parrott,  P.;  H.  A.  Sargent, 

S.  W.;  S.  S.  Chase,  J.  W.;  J.  Bennett, 
Treasurer;  C.  B.  Stilson,  Rec.  The  com¬ 
mandery  has  now  fifty-seven  members,  and 
meets  the  Friday  evening  next  after  the  full 
moon. 

Black  Hawk  Lodge ,  No.  72,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
was  instituted  June  5,  1855.  The  charter 
members  were  J.  C.  Hubbard,  Oren  E. 
Hardy,  W.  K.  Wooster,  John  McD.  Be¬ 
night  and  Henry  Sherman.  In  the  winter 
of  1 85 7— ’8  the  charter  was  surrendered,  on 
account  of  hard  times.  In  1867  the  lodge 
was  reinstituted,  with  A.  C.  Bunnell,  O.  E. 
Hardy,  J.  C.  Hubbard,  T.  Wiley  and  B.  J. 
Capwell  as  first  members.  The  present  of¬ 
ficers  are:  Ole  Jansen,  Noble  Grand;  John 
McConnell,  Vice-Grand;  Warren  Brown, 
Secretary;  R.  Lester,  Permanent  Secre¬ 
tary;  P.  D.  Smith,  Treasurer.  The  lodge 
has  sixty-five  members,  and  meets  on 
Wednesday  evenings. 

Waterloo  Encampment,  No.  51,  I.  0.  0.  F ., 
was  instituted  February  8,  1871,  with  W. 
Russell,  L.  F.  Walker,  A.  Ohler,  D.  W. 
Crouse,  S.  Wells,  R.  Robinson  and  R.  Mc¬ 
Donald  as  charter  members.  The  charter 
was  granted  January  10,  1871.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  are:  B.  D.  Smith,  C.  P.;  W. 
L.  Hitchcock,  H.  P.;  S.  Wells,  Scribe;  F. 


Cramer,  S.  W.;  John  McConnell,  J.  W.; 
J.  D.  Weaver.  Treasurer.  The  encamp¬ 
ment  has  twenty  members,  and  meets  the 
first  Tuesday  evening  of  each  month. 

Waterloo  Lodge ,  No.  26,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  was 
organized  May  11,  1875,  with  the  following 
charter  members:  R.  A.  Whitaker,  A.  J. 
Edwards,  I.  W.  Ghrist,  Lewis  Lichty,  J.  H. 
Kuhns,  E.  Swank,  D.  R.  Weaver,  A.  B. 
Vanbolkenburg,  M.  Partridge,  D.  B.  Stan¬ 
ton,  G.  W.  Hayzlett,  H.W  Brown,  C.  B.  Stil¬ 
son,  H.  Lampe,  H.  Lindley,  H.  Hirst.  The 
lodge  was  first  officered  as  follows:  L.Lichty, 
P.  M.  W.;  R.  A.  Whitaker,  M.  W.;  A.  J.  Ed¬ 
wards,  F.;  J.  Kuhns,  O.;  D.  R. Weaver,  G.; 
C.  B.  Stilson,  Rec.;  E.  Swank,  Financier;  M. 
Partridge,  Receiver;  H.  Lampe,  O.  W.;  A. 
J.  Edwards,  Lewis  Lichty  and  C.  B.  Stil¬ 
son,  Trustees.  The  officers  for  1886  are: 
C.  B.  Stilson,  P.  M.  W.;  F.  M.  Shoemaker, 
M.  W.;  W.  W.  Pierce,  F.;  F.  H.  Holman, 
0.;  A.  J.  Edwards,  Recorder  ;  R.  A.  Whit¬ 
aker,  Fin.;  John  Eickelberg,  Receiver  ;  E. 
J.  Rickert,  1.  W.;  D.  H.  Brunn,  O.  W.  The 
lodge  has  eighty-six  members,  and  meets 
every  Wednesday  evening. 

Goethe  Lodge ,  No.  95,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  was 
the  next  lodge  of  this  order  organized  in 
Waterloo.  It  was  instituted  January  26, 
1877,  and  is  made  up  principally  of  German 
citizens,  of  whom  the  following  were  char¬ 
ter  members  :  Prof.  Frederick  Barth,  Gott¬ 
fried  Hartman,  H.  H.  Bezold,  Henry 
Eifert,  Tobias  Wiley,  Kasper  Weis,  Antony 
Dusman,  John  Christian,  Martin  Grady, 
Matthias  Tittman,  Constantine  Stein, 
Charles  Adler,  Benhart  Kinstler,  Marcus 
Kahler,  Frank  Beck,  Edward  Fisher.  The 
following  were  its  first  officers:  Henry  H. 
Bezold,  P.  M.W.;  Frederick  Barth,  M.  W.; 
Tobias  Wiley,  F.;  Gottfried  Hartman,  O.; 
Henry  Eifert,  G.;  Charles  Adler,  Rec.; 
Marcus  Kahler,  Financier;  Kasper  Weis, 
Receiver;  Edward  Fisher,  I.  W.;  Frank 
Beck,  O.  W.;  Martin  Grady,  Antony  Dus¬ 
man,  M.  Tittman,  Trustees.  The  officers 
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for  1 886 are:  G.  Hartman,  F.  M.  VV.;  Frank 
Beck,  M.  W.;  John  Baro,  F.;  L.  Nauman, 
O.;  B.  Sippel,  Recorder;  Fritz  Kramer,  Fi¬ 
nancier;  George  B.  Beck,  Receiver;  H. 
Feusner,  G.;  H.  Belzer,  I.  W.;  F.  Kroll, 

O.  W.  The  lodge  has  at  this  writing 
forty-eight  members,  and  meets  the  first 
and  third  Thursday  evenings  of  each 
month. 

Courier  Lodge ,  No.  145 ,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  was 
organized  January  16,  1868,  by  II.  H.  Be- 
zold,  of  Waterloo,  with  the  following 
charter  members:  M.  V.  Adams,  W.  H. 
H.  Becker,  M.  C.  Brown,  S.  Coburn,  J.  H. 
Crippen,  G.  R.  Crittenden,  P.  S.  Dorian, 
G.  A.  Eberhart,  J.  A.  Fowler,  C.  P.  Hunt, 
W.  H.  Hartman,  S.  B.  Hitt,  S.  M.  Hoff,  C. 

P.  Jones,  Lewis  Libby,  W.  C.  Munger,  H. 

L.  Shutts,  S.  E.  Rider,  J.  O.  A.  Rider,  H. 
D.  Smith,  A.  B.  Thomas.  First  officers — 
P.  M.  W.,  A.  B.  Thomas;  M.  W.,  H.  L. 
Shutts;  F.,  S.  E.  Rider;  O.,  S.  P.  Hitt; 
Recorder,  G.  A.  Eberhart ;  Receiver,  J.  Q. 
A.  Rider;  Financier,  J.  A.  Fowler  ;  Guide, 

M.  V.  Adams;  I.  W.,  P.  S.  Dorland  ;  O.W., 
W.  C.  Munger;  Trustees,  W.  H.  Hartman, 
C.  P.  Jones,  H.  D.  Smith.  The  present 
officers  are:  William  H.  H.  Becker,  P.  M. 
W.;  S.  M.  Hoff,  M.  W.;  P.  E.  Fowler,  F.; 
W.  Lavanselar,  O.;  A.  B. Thomas,  Recorder; 
M.  C.  Brown,  Financier;  H.  Daniel,  Re¬ 
ceiver;  C.  W.  Lichty,  G.;  Fred  Kistner,  I. 
W.;  Thomas  Riley,  O.  W.  The  lodge  has 
sixty  members  in  1886,  and  meets  the  first 
and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

General  Robert  Anderson  Post,  No.  68,  G.  A. 
R.,  was  mustered  November  25,  1881,  with 
eighteen  members.  The  present  officers 
are:  J.  W.  Krapfel,  Commander;  M.  V. 
Lott,  Senior  Vice-Commander  ;  S.  V.  Hoot, 
Junior  Vice-Commander;  Free  Higgins, 
Officer  of  the  Day  ;  William  Farnsworth, 
Officer  of  the  Guard  ;  Rev.  E.  N.  Barrett, 
Chaplain;  C.  H.  Horton,  Surgeon;  C.  H, 
Becker,  Adjutant;  T.  H.  Sedgwick,  Quar¬ 
termaster.  The  post  has  in  18 66  160  mem¬ 


bers,  and  meets  the  first  and  third  Friday 
evenings  of  each  month, 

Phil.  Sheridan  Camp,  No.  19,  5.  ofV.,  was 
organized  April  21,  1885,  with  ten  mem¬ 
bers.  The  first  officers  were :  F.  W.  White, 
Captain ;  Ed.  Munger,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Albert  Bryant,  Second  Lieutenant ;  E.  S. 
Miller,  Outside  Sentinel;  J.  N.  Labarre, 
Inside  Sentinel.  The  officers  for  1886  are: 
F.  W.  White,  Captain;  F.  H.  Millin,  First 
Lieutenant ;  J.  H.  Holden,  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant;  C.  W.  Harvin,  Outside  Sentinel; 
H.  C.  Gardner,  Quartermaster-Sergeant ; 
Rev.  J.  G.  Van  Ness,  Chaplain.  The  mem¬ 
bership  has  increased  to  forty-three.  Meet¬ 
ings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Monday 
evenings  of  each  month. 

Helmet  Lodge,  No.  89,  K.  P.,  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  October,  1882,  with  about  forty 
members.  The  present  officers  are:  A.  B. 
Antes,  P.  C.;  Rev.  E.  N.  Barrett,  C.  C.; 
Charles  Hoff,  V.  C.;  A.  B.  Covert,  P.;  J.  E. 
Sedgwick,  M.  A.;  A.  B.  Thomas,  K.  R.  and 
S.;  Frank  Gilbert,  M.  E.;  James  Hender¬ 
son,  M.  F.;  Grant  McRea,  I.  G.;  B.  Sippel, 
O.  G.  The  membership  is  now  twenty-five. 
Meetings  are  held  the  second  and  fourth 
Monday  evenings  of  each  month. 

Waterloo  Temple ,  No.  20,  U.  0.  A.  T.,  was 
organized  July  15,  1881,  and  re-organized 
September  15,  1885.  The  present  officers 
are :  R.  Lester,  P.  T.;  S.  M.  Clark,  T.;  Mrs. 
J.  T.  Kirkwood,  V.  T.;  J.  G.  Van  Ness, 
Sec.;  J.  W.  Cook,  Rec.;  R.  Lester,  Fin.;  R. 
Stevens,  Treas.;  P.  S.  Darling,  Mar.;  Marne 
Cook,  I.  G.;  Bird  Lane,  W.  The  temple 
has  in  1886  a  membership  of  nineteen,  and 
meets  the  first  and  third  Thursday  evenings 
of  each  month. 

Golden  Council,  No.  380,  Royal  Arcanum, 
was  organized  in  February,  1881,  with 
about  twenty  members.  The  officers  for 
1886  are:  C.  O.  Balliett,  P.  R.;  G.  E.  Fer- 
nald,  R.;  H.  A.  Snyder,  Sec.;  S.  V.  R.  Slade, 
Treas.;  T.  A.  Jenney,  Chap.;  D.  W.  Crouse, 
Aud.;  R.  Lester,  G.  The  membership  is 
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WATERLOO. 


now  sixteen.  Meetings  are  held  the  first 
and  second  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  was  organized 
in  the  summer  of  1880.  The  officers  now 
are  :  E.  E.  Walsh,  Com.;  C.  E.  Dailey,  Lt. 
Com.;  G.  F.  Dunham,  Sc.;  A.  M.  Smith, 
Treas.;  B.  D.  Smith,  Fin.;  C.  W.  Cole,  Prel.; 
J.  R.  Nelson,  Sen.;  F.  Pettit,  G.;  C.  H. 
Horton,  Med.  Ex.  The  membership  is 
about  thirty-five.  Meetings  are  held  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursdays  of  each 
month. 

Cedar  G-rove,  No.  48,  A.  O.U.  D .,  was  or¬ 
ganized  August  10,  1885.  The  officers  at 
the  present  time  are  :  H.  H.  Bezold,  N.  A.; 
V.  L.  Simmons,  V.  A.;  Harvey  Smith,  P.  A.; 
L.  K.  Fullerton,  Sec.;  C.  H.  Smith,  Treas. 
The  membership  is  twenty-six,  and  the 
time  for  meeting  is  the  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  each  month. 

The  German  Aid  Society  was  organized 
in  1867.  The  present  officers  are:  Frank 
Beck,  Pres.;  John  Althouse,  Sec.;  Henry 
Nauman,  Treas.;  Sebastian  Reger,  V.  P.; 
Gottfried  Hartman  and  Albert  Holzer, 
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Committee  on  the  Sick.  The  society  has 
$800  invested.  It  has  fifty-four  members, 
and  meets  the  second  Tuesday  evening  of 
each  month. 

The  Waterloo  Turn  Verein  was  organized 
in  March,  1878,  with  forty-five  members. 
Its  present  membership  is  about  the  same, 
and  meetings  are  held  the  first  Tuesday  of 
each  month  for  business,  and  Monday  and 
Friday  evenings  of  each  week  for  exercise, 
or  “  turning.”  The  present  officers  are  : 
Sebastian  Reger,  Speaker;  Aug.  Cody, 
Ass’t  Speaker ;  George  Schilling,  Sec.;  P. 
P.  Lamper,  Fin.  Sec.;  Albert  Holzer,  Treas.; 
Adam  Rosgen,  Conrad  Wangler,  and  John 
Baro,  Trustees. 

The  Young  Men  s  Christian  Association 
was  started  with  six  members,  April  5, 
1882,  and  now  has  about  twenty  members. 
J.  J.  Tufts  is  President;  L.  Sarvay,  Vice- 
President;  J.  W.  Cook,  Secretary;  and 
Budd  Park,  Treasurer.  Regular  meetings 
are  held  every  Sunday  afternoon.  Con¬ 
nected  with  this  are  a  boys’  branch  and  a 
ladies’  auxiliary  organization. 
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OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY. 
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EDAR  FALLS  is  the 
oldest  point  in  Black 
Hawk  County,  and 
was  the  first  county 
seat.  It  is  divided  into 
four  wards,  the  First 
W  ard  containing 
the  principal  business  houses 
and  manufactories.  The  Cedar 
River,  which  runs  along  the 
north  side  of  the  city,  divides 
the  city  on  the  northeast,  and 
is  crossed  by  an  iron  wagon 
bridge,  and  a  few  rods  above, 
by  the  bridge  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad,  who  have 
leased  and  operated  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific 
Railroad.  The  streets  are  broad,  and  laid 
out  at  right  angles  with  each  other.  Main 
street,  which  is  the  principal  business  street, 
runs  north  and  south,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  streets  in  any  inland  town  in  Iowa. 
The  business  houses,  with  their  plate*glass 
fronts  and  elegant  interior  finish,  would  do 
credit  to  an  older  and  larger  city.  The 
private  dwellings  are  tasteful,  built  for  con¬ 
venience  and  comfort,  with  neatly  kept  and 
ornamental  grounds  surrounding  them. 
Many  elegant  residences  have  been  erected, 
and  others  are  in  course  of  construction. 

Concerning  the  early  history  of  Cedar 


Falls,  we  make  the  following  liberal  ex¬ 
tract  from  a  sketch  prepared  by  S.  H. 
Packard,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  whose  memory 
and  carefulness  entitle  him  to  be  called,  as 
he  has  been,  “the  historian”  of  the  place. 

“  But  little  more  than  one-third  of  the 
first  century  of  our  country’s  existence 
as  an  independent  nation  has  passed  since 
the  first  settlement  of  Cedar  Falls.  In  this 
comparatively  short  time  we  have  seen 
our  city  grow  from  a  mere  settlement,  un¬ 
known  except  to  the  venturesome  hunter 
or  trader,  who  made  occasional  visits 
among  the  Indians,  who  claimed  and  held 
this  portion  of  Iowa  as  their  hunting 
grounds,  to  a  city  of  nearly  or  quite  4,000 
inhabitants.  We  have  seen  it  progress 
with  steady  step,  until  we  can  truthfully 
boast  of  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and 
enterprising  cities  in  the  State,  with  the 
promise  of  a  continued  career  of  prosperity 
and  advancement. 

“  Like  most  communities,  we  have  had 
our  seasons  of  depression,  and  have  at  times 
felt  as  though  success  was  unattainable ; 
but  the  same  spirit  of  enterprise,  the  same 
determination  that  led  the  early  pioneers 
to  found  a  city  so  far  from  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  the  more  settled  por¬ 
tion  of  the  State,  served  to  nerve  them  to 
fight  on  and  successfully  resist  the  tide  of 
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adversity  which  seemed  ready  to  roll  over 
them.  Of  the  brave  men  and  noble  women 
who  first  came  to  the  falls  of  the  Cedar, 
and  by  their  indomitable  energy  and  pluck, 
sacrificing  their  own  pleasures  and  com¬ 
forts  for  the  good  of  those  who  should 
come  after  them,  succeeded  in  placing  our 
town  on  the  highway  to  prosperity,  many 
have  rested  from  their  labors  and  now 
peacefully  sYep  by  the  side  of  the  beauti¬ 
ful  river ;  a  few  still  remain  to  mingle  with 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  note  with 
praiseworthy  pride  the  increasing  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  work  of  their  hands. 
All  honor  to  those  sturdy  pioneer  men  and 
women  who  founded  our  city,  and  by  their 
efforts  laid  deep  and  broad  the  foundations 
upon  which  have  been  builded  the  struct¬ 
ure  which  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy. 
May  we  prove  worthy  the  inheritance  they 
have  left  us,  and  ever  strive  to  protect  and 
maintain  it. 

“The  first  settlement  of  Black  Hawk 
County  was  made  where  our  city  now 
stands,  in  the  year  1844,  by  William  Cham¬ 
bers,  who  located  his  claim  cabin  on  the 
bank  of  the  Cedar  River,  near  where  the 
lime  kiln  of  G.  C.  Howland  now  is.  Cham¬ 
bers  was  of  a  roving  disposition,  engaged 
in  hunting  and  trading  with  the  Indians, 
and  can  scarcely  be  called  a  permanent 
settler.  He  remained  only  till  fall,  when 
he  returned  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
State.  A  French  Canadian  by  the  name 
of  Somaneux,  who  made  his  habitation  with 
the  Indians,  preceded  Chambers  and  had  a 
cabin  on  the  bank  of  the  cut-off,  where  Ce¬ 
dar  City  was  afterward  located ;  but  as  he 
was,  to  all  intents,  one  of  the  Indians  in  his 
habits  and  purposes,  he  cannot  be  deemed 
a  settler.  In  March,  1845,  William  Sturgis 
and  Erasmus  D.  Adams,  having  learned 
from  the  hunters  and  trappers  of  the  water¬ 
power  at  the  falls  of  the  Cedar,  came  and 
located,  staked  out  their  claims  and  erected 
their  log  claim  cabin.  This  was  doubtless 


the  initial  settlement  of  Cedar  Falls,  and 
the  house  built  by  them  the  first  perma¬ 
nent  dwelling  erected  by  white  men  in 
Black  Hawk  County.  It  was  of  logs  and 
stood  near  the  foot  of  Washington  street 
and  between  the  race  and  First  street. 

“  In  1846  Sturgis  and  Adams,  with  their 
families,  and  Jackson  Taylor  and  wife 
were  the  only  residents  at  Cedar  Falls. 
James  Newell  and  family  and  E.  G.  Young 
and  family  were  located  at  and  near  the 
banks  of  the  Cedar.  John  Melrose,  Wm. 
Virden  and  G.  W.  Hanna,  south  of  Cedar 
Falls.  These  comprised  the  entire  white 
population  of  the  county. 

“In  1845  Sturgis  made  preparation  to 
improve  the  water-power,  and  commenced 
a  brush  dam  at  the  head  of  the  rapids.  It 
was  next  to  impossible  to  hire  help,  and 
consequently  the  work  progressed  but 
slowly,  and  but  little  was  accomplished  by 
Mr.  Sturgis.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  water-power  and 
land  adjoining,  to  D.  C.  Overman  and  John 
T.  Barrick.  They  completed  the  brush 
dam,  excavated  a  mill-race,  and  in  1848 
built  a  frame  saw-mill,  which  stood  where 
the  waste  gate  now  is,  directly  east  from 
the  race  bridge.  This  was  the  first  mill  of 
any  kind  in  this  part  of  Iowa.  In  1850  a 
grist-mill  was  added  to  the  saw-mill.  It 
had  one  run  of  stone,  made  from  a  granite 
boulder  or  ‘  hard-head  ’  found  near  by. 
This  was  also  the  first  grist-mill  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  for  several  years  it  was 
resorted  to  by  the  settlers  in  Northwestern 
Iowa  and  Southern  Minnesota,  and  it  was 
not  uncommon  to  see  men  who  had  come 
100  miles  to  the  mill. 

“  This  was  the  commencement  of  the  im¬ 
provement  of  our  splendid  water-power. 
Changes  in  the  ownership  of  the  water 
power  took  place,  Barrick  disposing  of  his 
interest —  D.  C.,  J.  M.  and  W.  P.  Overman, 
Edwin  Brown  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Meredith  be¬ 
coming  the  proprietors,  W.  P.  Overman 
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subsequently  selling-  out  to  the  others. 
They  enlarged  the  raceway,  put  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  plank  and  timber  dam,  and  other¬ 
wise  added  to  and  improved  the  power, 
until  it  became  known  as  the  best  water¬ 
power  in  the  State.  In  addition  to  the  im¬ 
provements  named,  they  subsequently  ex¬ 
tended  the  race  and  erected  two  three-story 
flouring  mills,  which  were  second  to  none 
in  Iowa.  The  old  grist-mill  was  abandoned, 
and,  with  the  old  saw-mill,  was  destroyed 
by  lire  a  few  years  since.  From  the  brush 
dam  and  the  rude  saw-mill,  and  the  one  run 
of  stone  in  the  lean-to  adjoining,  by  the 
perseverance  and  untiring  industry  of  the 
srentlemen  named  and  those  who  have  sue- 
ceeded  them,  it  has  grown  to  its  present 
proportions  and  now  furnishes  power  for 
a  number  of  very  creditable  manufactories. 

“  The  original  owners  having  disposed  of 
their  entire  interests,  the  property  is  owned 
and  controlled  by  a  company  which  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  occupants  of  the  power.  The 
available  water-power  is  but  partially  used 
and  when  contemplated  improvements  are 
made  it  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  at 
Cedar  Falls  one  of  the  great  manufacturing 
centers  in  the  West.  The  proprietors  of 
the  water-power  are  liberal  gentlemen,  and 
are  ready  to  afford  to  any  who  may  desire 
to  establish  manufactories  here,  good  op¬ 
portunities  on  most  reasonable  conditions. 

“In  1851  Overman,  Brown  &  Meredith 
caused  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  water 
power  to  be  platted,  and  christened  the 
new  village  Cedar  Falls,  it  having  been  be¬ 
fore  this  known  as  Sturgis  Rapids.  For 
some  reason  the  plat  was  not  recorded  and 
no  lots  were  sold.  In  1853  a  second  sur¬ 
vey  was  made,  and  the  plat  was  recorded 
at  Independence,  Buchanan  County,  this 
county  not  being  at  that  time  organized. 
At  the  time  the  second  plat  was  made  there 
were  here  forty  inhabitants  and  nine  log 
cabins. 

“  John  R.  Cameron  purchased  the  first 


lot  sold  and  erected  on  it,  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  the  first 
store  building.  The  first  frame  dwelling 
was  built  by  Samuel  Wicks.  The  building 
is  still  standing  on  First  street,  near  Main, 
and  is  a  part  of  the  Gibson  House.  The 
store  building  of  Mr.  Cameron  is  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  L.  O.  Howland. 

“In  1850  Andrew  Mullarky  came  across 
the  prairie  from  Independence  with  a  small 
stock  of  goods,  and  established  the  first 
store.  He  occupied  a  small  building  on 
the  north  side  of  First  street,  which  served 
as  both  store  and  family  residence.  In 
1845  he  removed  to  a  new  building  on 
Main  street  erected  by  him.  His  store  was 
known  far  and  near  as  the  ‘  Black  Hawk 
store,’  and  as  it  was  for  several  years  the 
only  store  in  this  region,  his  customers  were 
scattered  throughout  the  whole  Northern 
Cedar  Valley  and  Southern  Minnesota. 
The  Cameron  building  was  occupied  by 
Williams  &  Hamlin,  who  were  succeeded 
by  M.  W.  Chapman,  and  he  by  T.  B.  and 
H.  H.  Carpenter.  In  1854  the  population 
had  increased  to  250. 

“In  1853  S.  S.  McClure  and  Dr.  E. 
Brewer,  of  Independence,  and  A.  Low,  of 
Delaware  County, commissioners  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  met  at  Cedar  Falls,  and 
after  mature  consideration  selected  Cedar 
Falls  as  the  county  seat  of  Black  Hawk 
County,  and  with  due  ceremony  drove  a 
red  cedar  stake  on  the  lots  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Clay  and  Third  streets,  as  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  the  future  county  buildings.  Al¬ 
though  the  commissioners  were  gentlemen 
of  most  excellent  judgment  and  nice  dis¬ 
crimination,  and  undoubtedly  made  a  most 
judicious  and  righteous  selection,  yet  those 
lots  were  not  destined  to  become  the  seat 
of  government  of  our  county  and  the  home 
of  court-house  rings,  for  in  1855  the  people 
of  the  southern  part  of  the  count}7  were 
able,  after  a  long  and  bitter  contest,  to  vote 
the  county  seat  away  from  us  and  locate  it 
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at  Waterloo.  While  Cedar  Falls  was  the 
county  seat  the  offices  were  located  in  the 
second  story  of  the  Black  Hawk  store  and 
at  Mr.  Sawyer’s  house,  on  Washington 
street. 

“  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Cedar 
Falls  furnished  its  full  quota  of  men.  Two 
full  companies  were  enlisted  and  went  from 
Cedar  Falls,  and  other  detachments  were 
enlisted  for  other  commands.  The  first 
company,  Company  K,  of  the  Third  Regi¬ 
ment  Infantry,  was  enlisted  in  the  spring  of 
1 86 1 .  This  company  served  a  full  term 
and  re-enlisted  as  veterans.  The  second 
company  was  Company  B,  Thirty-first 
Regiment  Infantry,  which  was  enlisted  and 
entered  the  service  in  the  fall  of  1862.  Both 
these  companies  were  in  actual  hard  ser¬ 
vice,  and  participated  in  some  of  the  hard¬ 
est  fought  engagements  of  the  war.  Among 
the  detachments  raised  at  Cedar  Falls  Avas 
one  for  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and  one  for 
the  Third  or  Dubuque  Battery.  Several 
other  detachments  were  raised  here.  Of 
all  it  may  be  said,  they  did  their  duty,  and 
deserve,  as  they  have  received,  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  all.  To  the  memory  of  those  who 
fell  in  defense  of  our  rights  we  will  drop 
the  silent  tear,  which  speaks  more  eloquent¬ 
ly  than  Avords  can  tell,  the  feelings  of  our 
hearts. 

“  At  an  early  day  the  people  Avere  aAvake 
to  the  importance  of  railroad  enterprises, 
and  as  early  as  1854  a  preliminary  survey 
Avas  made  for  an  outlet  to  Dubuque.  From 
that  date  on  the  project  Avas  agitated,  but 
it  Avas  not  till  in  1858-9,  that  decisive  ac¬ 
tion  Avas  had.  The  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City 
project  Avas  then  presented  to  them ;  they 
labored  zealously  in  its  behalf,  giving  the 
company  material  aid  in  valuable  lands  and 
money  to  a  large  amount,  estimated  at  the 
time  at  more  than  $100,000.  On  the  istday 
of  April,  1861,  the  first  train  reached  Cedar 
Falls,  and  was  received  with  demonstra¬ 
tions  of  general  rejoicing,  cannons  Avere 


fired,  speeches  of  congratulations  Avere 
made,  and  bonfires  kindled.  The  advent  of 
the  railroad,  and  the  fact  that  Cedar  Falls 
Avas  to  remain  the  terminus  for  a  time,  im¬ 
parted  neAv  life  and  a- igor  to  the  tOAvn,  and 
it  at  once  started  on  a  career  of  improve¬ 
ment,  Avhich  it  has  ever  maintained.  At 
times  it  has  been  sIoav,  but  ahvays  substan¬ 
tial. 

“  When  it  became  certain  that  the  Du¬ 
buque  &  Pacific  Railroad  would  be  built, 
attention  Avas  directed  to  the  advantages  to 
be  gained  by  a  connection  Avith  the  tOAvns 
lying  north  along  the  Cedar.  A  company 
was  formed,  work  commenced  and  pushed, 
and  in  1861  the  Cedar  Falls  &  Minnesota 
Railroad  Avas  completed  to  Waverlv.  Oth¬ 
er  railroad  projects  were  started  at  different 
tOAvns,  and  much  money  Avas’ expended, but 
the  projects  Avere  abandoned.  In  1870  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota 
Raihvay  Avas  built,  and  connected  Cedar 
Falls  Avith  Burlington  to  St.  Louis  on  the 
south,  and  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  011  the 
north,  opening  to  us  the  lumber  regions  of 
the  North,  and  the  coal  fields  of  the  South. 
It  is  but  a  question  of  time,  until  outlets 
Avill  be  opened  to  supply  the  Avants  of  this 
groAving  community. 

“  The  first  postoffice  in  the  county,  Avas 
established  at  Cedar  Falls  in  the  fall  of  1869, 
and  D.  C.  OAmrman  Avas  appointed  post¬ 
master.  The  duties  of  the  office  Avere  not 
onerous  nor  the  expenses  heavy.  Mr.  Over¬ 
man  saved  rent  and  clerk  hire,  by  carrying 
the  mail  in  his  hat  and  delivering  it  to  the 
parties  as  he  chanced  to  meet  them.  The 
receipts  of  the  office  for  the  first  quarter 
Avere  $2.50 — a  post  of  honor  which  Avould 
create  but  little  political  enthusiasm  in 
these  days.” 

Mr.  Overman’s  successors  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  as  folloAVS :  Edwin  Brown,  1851; 
AndreAV  Mullarkey,  1853;  Sylvester  H. 
Packard,  1856;  Robert  P.  Speer,  1858;  An¬ 
drew  Mullarkey,  1858  ;  George  M.  Harris, 
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HISTORY  OF  BLACK  HAWK  COUNTY 


1 86 1  ;  Henry  A.  Perkins,  1865  ;  William  H. 
McClure,  1866;  Fred  Boehmler,  1867; 
William  H.  Morrison,  1869;  Charles  W. 
Snyder,  1876;  George  E.  Eberhart,  1885. 

POLITICAL  RECORD. 

The  village  of  Cedar  Falls  was  organized 
as  a  town  in  1857.  J.  M.  Overman  was 
elected  Mayor;  George  C.  Dean,  Recorder; 
J.  M.  Benjamin,  Treasurer,  and  J.  M.  S. 
Ilodgdon,  Marshal.  The  records  of  the 
town  were  destroyed  by  fire  many  years 
since,  and  therefore  but  a  very  meager  ac¬ 
count  of  their  transactions  can  be  given. 
The  most  important  act  of  the  town  coun¬ 
cil  was  the  issuing  of  §15,000  town  scrip,  to 
be  used  in  the  erection  of  a  wagon  bridge 
across  the  Cedar, to  take  the  place  of  the  ferry 
boat  which  had  become  two  slow  and  un¬ 
certain  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  growing 
community.  The  scrip  was  issued,  and  the 
first  wagon  bridge  across  the  Cedar,  north  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  was  built.  This  bridge  was 
replaced  by  a  Howe  truss  bridge,  and  that 
by  the  iron  bridge  which  now  spans  the 
river  at  foot  of  Main  street. 

The  mayors  under  the  town  organization 
were:  J.  M.  Overman,  Edwin  Brown,  C.  F. 
Jaquith  and  M.  W.  Chapman. 

In  1865  the  town  organization  was  aban¬ 
doned,  and  a  city  of  the  second  class  was 
organized.  The  first  election  was  held 
March  6,  1865,  and  T.  B.  Carpenter  was 
elected  Mayor;  J.  T.  Knapp,  Treasurer;  J. 
B.  Powers,  Solicitor;  F.  Sessions,  Marshal. 
The  mayors  elected  since  are:  Albert  Allen 
in  1866,  F.  A.  Bryant  in  1867,  1868  and  1869, 
E.  Townsend  in  1870  and  1871,  A.  S.  Smith 
in  1872  and  1873,  F.  F.  Butler  in  1874  and 
1875,  B.  Culver  in  1876  and  1877,  A.  S. 
Smith  in  1878,  W.  T.  Williams  in  1879  and 
1880,  C.  C.  Knapp  in  1881,  1882  and  1883, 
H.  H.  Markle}^  in  1884  and  Charles  A. 
Wise  in  1885. 

The  other  city  officers  for  the  year 
1 885— '6  are:  Treasurer,  J.  T.  Knapp  ;  attor¬ 


ney,  J.  J.  Tolerton ;  Assessor,  Lanfear 
Knapp  ;  Clerk,  Gorgee  A.  Newman  ;  Mar¬ 
shal,  M.  Hammond  ;  Street  Commissioner, 
P.  Mornin  ;  Trustees,  James  Whillis,  M. 
W.  Dayton,  W.  A.  Bryant,  E.  Townsend, 
S.  B.  Humbert,  M.  W.  Sawyer,  W.  Sev- 
erin  and  C.  Van  Hooser. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Cedar  Falls  has  suffered  at  different  times 
severely  from  the  devouring  element.  The 
first  disastrous  one  was  in  1867.  Four  years 
later,  §75,000  worth  of  property  was  ta¬ 
ken  at  once.  This  convinced  the  council 
of  the  imperative  necessity  of  protection 
from  fire,  and  in  May  a  Silsby  engine  was 
purchased  at  an  expense  of  §7,000.  This 
is  still  in  use,  though  it  was  overhauled  in 
1880  at  a  cost  of  §400.  The  city  also  owns 
two  hose  carts  and  1,650  feet  of  hose. 
Charles  Boehmler  is  Chief  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  and  M.  Hammond,  Foreman. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

At  an  early  day  educational  matters  re¬ 
ceived  deserved  attention,  and  we  find  that 
in  1846  a  school  was  opened  by  Mrs.  Jack- 
son  Taylor,  with  a  regular  attendance  of 
six  scholars.  This  was  the  first  school  in 
the  county.  In  1853  a  frame  school-house 
was  built  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the 
Baptist  church.  It  was  built  by  voluntary 
subscriptions,  and  was  the  first  school-house 
in  the  county.  On  the  22d  of  February, 
1854,  the  ladies  gave  a  dinner  at  the  school- 
house,  with  the  proceeds  of  which  a  bell 
was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  cupola  of 
the  school-house,  the  first  and,  for  a  long 
time,  the  only  bell  in  this  county.  The 
school-house  served  as  a  town  hall,  meeting¬ 
house,  and,  in  fact,  for  all  public  purposes  ; 
in  it  elections,  courts,  weddings,  funerals,  re¬ 
ligious  services,  concerts,  lectures  and  exhi¬ 
bitions  of  various  kinds  were  held;  in  fact,  it 
was  the  great  center  of  the  village.  The 
old  school-house  has  disappeared,  but  the 
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memory  of  many  of  the  scenes  which  were 
witnessed  in  it  will  remain  until  the  last 
pioneer  shall  have  passed  away.  The  bell 
now  does  duty  in  one  of  our  splendid  new 
school  buildings,  and  its  familiar  tones  call 
our  children  from  their  play  to  their  studies. 
The  school  district  of  Cedar  Falls  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1853  ;  S.  A.  Bishop  was  elected 
President;  E.  D.  Adams,  Secretary,  and  J. 
M.  Overman,  Treasurer.  The  number  of 
persons  in  the  township  of  school  age  was 
forty.  School  was  kept  up  in  the  old  build¬ 
ing  with  but  little  interruption  until  the 
erection  of  the  new  school  building,  which 
was  built  at  an  expense  of  $25,000.  We 
have  now  four  school  buildings,  two  of 
which  are  of  brick  and  two  frame,  the 
amount  expended  for  these  buildings  ag¬ 
gregating  $46,000.  The  number  of  persons 
of  school  age  now  in  the  city  is  900.  Six¬ 
teen  teachers  are  employed,  besides  the 
principal.  The  latter  is  R.  S.  Bingham, 
who  came  in  1880.  The  roll  of  teachers  for 
1885-6  is:  Ella  Ladd,  Carrie  Flint,  Cora 
Boggart,  Lucina  Moore,  Jennie  Round, 
Emma  E.  Eckert,  Carrie  Case,  Ella  Fox, 
Kate  Cunningham,  Ada  Carrier,  Lucy 
Plummer,  Ella  Hoffman,  Carrie  Barnard, 
Agnes  Butterfield,  Hattie  Moffett  and  Ot¬ 
tilia  Sweet. 

The  present  School  Board  is  as  follows: 
Henry  Johnson  (President),  W.  A.  Bryant, 

A.  Myer,  L  H.  Severin,  C.  C.  Knapp  and 
D.  Plummer.  The  annual  expenditures  for 
school  purposes  amount  to  $13,000. 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  free  public  library  of  Cedar  Falls 
was  established  in  March,  1878,  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  after  a  favorable  vote  by  the 
people.  The  laws  of  the  State  permit  any 
city  to  maintain  such  a  library  by  a  levy  of 
a  one-mill  tax.  The  first  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors,  chosen  by  the  Council,  included  :  T. 

B.  Carpenter,  one  year;  E.  Townsend,  two 
years;  F.  Sessions,  three  years;  G.  B.  Van 


ss 


Saun,  four  years ;  T.  I.  Butler,  five  years. 
Since  then  one  member  has  been  elected 
annually  at  the  municipal  election.  The 
nucleus  of  the  library  was  the  collection 
belonging  to  the  Library  Association  of 
Cedar  Falls,  which  donated  its  books  to 
the  city  on  the  establishment  of  the  free 
library.  The  library  now  numbers  about 
2,500  volumes,  and  an  average  of  6,000 
books  are  annually  drawn.  Additions  are 
also  made  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
books  annually.  At  present  writing  Fitz- 
roy  Sessions  is  President  and  William  E. 
Bryant,  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

An  account  of  this  institution  is  given  in 
the  Educational  chapter. 

ATTORNEYS. 

The  first  attorney  to  reside  here  was 
William  H.  McClure,  who  came  in  1853 
from  Rochester,  New  York,  and  has  prac¬ 
ticed  continuously  since,  except  while  in 
the  service  during  the  war.  The  second 
was  A.  F.  Brown,  who  located  here  from 
Tipton,  Ohio,  in  1854,  and  practiced  till 
1880,  removing  to  Waverly,  his  present 
home.  He  served  one  term  in  the  State 
Senate.  S.  H.  Packard  came  in  1854,  from 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  has  practiced 
here  since.  Darius  Allen,  from  Penn  Yan, 
New  York,  came  in  1858,  and  left  about  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  went  to  Janesville, 
Wisconsin,  and  afterward  became  a  temper¬ 
ance  lecturer.  S.  B.  Van  Buskirk  came 
from  Wisconsin  about  i860,  and  after  some 
five  years  returned  to  that  State.  He  is 
now  in  Dakota.  J.  B.  Powers  came  from 
New  York  about  i860  ;  went  to  Waterloo 
in  1879  or  x88o;  and  thence  to  Dubuque. 
He  served  in  the  Senate  two  terms,  and  as 
prosecuting  attorney  one  term.  Leander 
Chapman  came  about  1861  from  Jackson, 
Michigan,  and  died  here  in  1870.  He  had 
been  Speaker  of  the  House,  member  of  the 
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Senate,  and  Surveyor-General  while  in 
Michigan.  Charles  P.  Brown  came  in  1864  or 
1865,  from  Massachusetts,  and  about  five 
years  later  removed  to  Decorah,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  still  in  practice.  Herman  C. 
Hememvay  and  J.  J.  Tolerton  both  came 
since  the  war,  and  have  been  locally  prom¬ 
inent  as  citizens  and  lawyers.  The  pres¬ 
ent  roll  of  Cedar  Falls  attorneys  includes 
William  H.  McClure,  S.  II.  Packard,  H. 
C.  Hemenway,  A.  Grundy  and  J.  J.  Tol¬ 
erton. 

BANKS. 


Townsend  &  Knapp  began  the  business 
of  banking  herein  1861.  The  firm  is  now 
G.  T.  Knapp  &  Co.  H.  B.  Cropper  is 
bookkeeper. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized 
in  1874,  with  W.  M.  Fields  as  President,  C. 
J.  Fields  as  Cashier,  and  J.  W.  Mason  as 
Assistant  Cashier.  There  has  been  no 
change  in  any  of  these  offices.  The  capital 
stock  was  §100,000  at  first,  which  sum  was 
reduced  to  $50,000  in  1877.  The  surplus 
now  is  $20,000. 

MANUFACTURES. 


The  water-power  at  Cedar  Falls  is  the 
best  on  this  river,  and  is  probably  the  best 
in  Iowa.  Its  early  history  is  given  on  a 
previous  page.  It  was  originally  estimated 
at  6,000  inches  in  an  ordinary  stage  of 
water,  but  Mr.  Miner  thinks  that  10,000 
would  be  near  the  truth.  The  6,000  inches 
is  owned  as  follows :  G.  M.  Miner,  2,000  ; 
Cedar  Falls  Paper  Company,  1,000;  Cedar 
Falls  Mill  Company,  1,000;  Cedar  River 
Oatmeal  Mills,  500 ;  Harris  &  Cole  Bros., 
500 ;  William  Graham,  500 ;  Harry  Mark- 
ley,  300  ;  Albricht  &  Wilder,  100  ;  estate  of 
Samuel  Rownds  and  J.  T.  Knapp  &  Co., 
100. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  manufact¬ 
urers  the  Wisconsin,  Iowa  &  Nebraska 
Railroad  has  built  branch  tracks  to  several 
leading  establishments. 


G.  N.  Miner  commenced  business  here 
in  1873,  buying  the  old  Overman  mill, 
which  he  has  at  different  times  improved 
and  enlarged.  He  changed  the  process  to 
that  known  as  the  “  roller,”  built  the  eleva¬ 
tor  and  added  a  storage  department.  This 
mill  produces  150  barrels  of  hour  every 
day,  and  is  in  operation  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  Nine  men  are  employed.  The  wheat 
is  bought  mostly  in  Northern  Iowa,  Min¬ 
nesota  and  Dakota.  In  1876  Mr.  Miner 
built  the  Occidental  Mills,  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  feed;  and  at  the  present  writing 
he  is  preparing  to  make  pearl  meal  also. 
The  capacity  is  one  car-load  of  each  prod¬ 
uct  daily.  Mr.  Miner  also  owns  a  plan¬ 
ing  mill,  which  is  leased  to  Edward  Weis- 
bard  &  Son. 

The  Cedar  River  Mills  of  John  Forrest 
&  Co.,  manufacture  various  brands  of 
oatmeal,  and  are  preparing  to  make,  also, 
pearl  barley  and  granulated  corn  meal. 
The  building  was  originally  built  as  a  starch- 
mill,  about  1870,  but  as  such  failed  to  profit 
its  owners.  It  was  sold  to  Harris  &  Cole 
Bros.,  who  retained  a  portion  of  the  build¬ 
ing  for  their  pump  factory,  and  leased  the 
remainder  to  Canada  parties  who  convert¬ 
ed  it  into  an  oatmeal-mill.  This  was  pur¬ 
chased  in  October,  1883,  by  John  Forrest 
&  Co.,  who  made  improvements  two  years 
later.  From  twenty  to  twenty-five  hands 
are  constantly  employed,  and  produce  daily 
200  barrels  of  oatmeal,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  shipped  to  Europe.  The  capital 
stock  of  this  company  is  $50,000. 

The  Cedar  Falls  Paper  Manufacturing 
Company  makes  heavy  straw  wrapping 
paper,  and  was  incorporated  in  December, 
1882,  by  John  Neff,  George  E.  Wheeler 
and  W.  R.  Graham.  Messrs.  Neff  and 
Wheeler  had  commenced  the  business  early 
in  1882.  At  the  beginning  of  1886,  J.  W. 
&  J.  C.  Kingman  became  sole  owners.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $60,000. 
They  employ  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
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hands,  and  the  annual  product  is  worth 
about  $35,000.  They  pay  $8,000  to  $10,000 
annually  for  straw,  and  as  much  more  for 
labor. 

The  Cedar  Falls  Canning  Company  be¬ 
gan  in  1883,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000, 
and  erected  an  engine-house  and  store¬ 
house,  both  of  stone.  The  latter  is  64x40 
feet  in  size,  with  metal  top.  The  main 
building  is  a  two-story  structure  84x40 
feet  in  dimensions.  Here  the  cans  are 
made  and  filled  with  the  food  to  be  eaten 
the  following  winter  on  the  tables  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  The 
cooking  is  done  in  steam  retorts  in  a  bath¬ 
room  34x40  feet  in  size.  Steam-power  is 
used  for  most  purposes.  While  prepared 
to  put  up  both  tomatoes  and  corn,  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  principally  used.  In  1885,  332,000 
two-pound  cans  of  corn  were  prepared  and 
sold.  That  a  fine  article  is  made  is  shown 
conclusively  by  the  fact  that  some  of  this 
corn  was  sold  in  the  East  at  10  cents  a 
dozen  more  than  the  Eastern  product 
brought  in  the  local  markets  of  Iowa.  The 
canning  season  lasts  from  six  to  seven 
weeks.  Charles  A.  Wise  is  President  of 
the  company;  J.  J.  Tolerton,  Vice-President, 
and  T.  B.  Carpenter,  Secretary  and  Man¬ 
ager. 

Harris  &  Cole  Bros.,  as  before  stated, 
purchased  the  old  starch-mill  in  1875,  of  E. 
M.  Woodworth,  and  afterward  sold  a  por¬ 
tion  to  the  oatmeal  manufacturers.  In  the 
part  reserved  for  their  own  use  they  com¬ 
menced  the  manufacture  of  pumps  in  the 
winter  of  i876-’7*  They  made  12,000  pumps 
in  1885,  which  were  sold  in  Iowa,  Nebras¬ 
ka,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Kan¬ 
sas.  From  twenty-five  to  thirty  hands  are 
empkryed  here,  and  as  many  at  Columbia, 
Tennessee,  where  the  firm  have  a  saw-mill. 

The  Cedar  Falls  Mill  Company  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  April,  1883,  though  Rhodes 
&  Dayton  had  carried  on  the  business  for 
twelve  years  before.  Previous  to  the  in- 
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corporation,  Mr.  Gandolfo  was  admitted  to 
partnership.  At  present,  M.  N.  Dayton  is 
President;  W.  A.  Dungane,  Superintendent, 
and  S.  G.  Moyer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
The  full  roller  process  is  employed,  and  ten 
men  receive  wages.  The  capacity  of  the 
mill  is  200  barrels  per  day.  Their  trade 
extends  over  Illinois  and  Iowa. 

Bozarth  &  Son  have  a  sorghum  factory 
at  “  Cedar  City,”  a  suburb  of  Cedar  Falls. 
It  is  an  extensive  concern,  of  large  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  agricultural  community.  Other 
manufacturing  enterprises  are  the  foundries 
of  Albricht  &  Wilder  and  Goodman  &  Rus¬ 
sell,  and  S.  Smith’s  creamery. 

CHURCHES. 

There  are  a  goodly  number  ol  houses  of 
worship  at  Cedar  Falls.  The  oldest  relig¬ 
ious  organization  is  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  —  The 
origin  of  the  churches  at  Cedar  Falls  and 
Waterloo  was  the  organization  of  a  society 
east  of  the  former  place  in  1851,  by  Rev. 
Asbury  Collins.  Cedar  Falls  Circuit  was  es¬ 
tablished  by  conference  in  the  autumn  of 
1853,  and  Revs.  Ingham  and  Smith  were 
appointed  to  the  charge.  About  the  same 
time  a  class  was  organized  at  Cedar  Falls. 
Revs.  Burley  and  Kendall  traveled  the 
circuit  in  1 854— ’5,  and  were  succeeded 
by  Rev.  P.  E.  Brown.  Rev.  S.  Alger  was 
appointed  in  1856,  but  resigned.  Rev.  Ed¬ 
win  Lamb  succeeded  him,  but  died  soon 
after,  and  the  year  was  filled  out  by  Rev. 
Hiram  Hood. 

Cedar  Falls  was  made  a  station  in  1857, 
Rev.  Rufus  Ricker  taking  charge.  Rev.  W. 
F.  Paxton  came  in  1859.  Although  he  was 
a  fine  preacher  and  an  energetic  preacher, 
he  is  best  remembered  for  the  dashing  style 
in  which  he  got  his  wife.  Miss  Dimheart 
was  teaching  in  the  public  school,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Paxton  had  become  decidedly  smit¬ 
ten.  A  gentleman  arrived  from  Wisconsin, 
expecting  to  marry  her.  Rev.  Frank  heard 
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that  he  had  come,  and  on  what  errand.  He 
drove  over  to  the  school-house,  got  her 
into  his  buggy,  proceeded  to  Waterloo,  and 
married  her  off-hand. 

Rev.  David  Poor  followed  in  1861,  dur¬ 
ing  whose  stay  a  church  was  built,  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Rev.  Landon  Taylor  and  Rev. 
L.  D.  Tracy.  Rev.  John  Bowman  came  in 
the  autumn  of  1862  and  remained  two 
years.  During  his  pastorate,  the  society 
having  outgrown  the  old  church,  another 
was  built  of  brick.  The  new  building  was 
dedicated  Sunday,  December  4,  1864,  the 
sermon  being  preached  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Ky- 
nett  to  a  large  audience.  The  notables 
present  were  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Brush, 
William  Fawcett,  John  Van  Anda  and  the 
presiding  elder,  R.  Norton.  The  remain¬ 
ing  indebtedness  on  the  church,  about  $2, 
300,  was  provided  for  during  the  day. 

Rev.  R.  Norton  filled  the  station  from 
1864  to  1866,  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  G. 
Dimmett,  Rev.  R.  W.  Keeler,  Rev.  D. 
Sheffer,  Rev.  A.  B.  Kendig,  Rev.  R.  D. 
Parsons,  Rev.  J.  H.  Rhea,  E.  Iv.  Young, W. 
F.  Paxton  and  S.  W.  Heald.  The  last  named 
was  assigned  to  this  charge  in  the  autumn 
of  1883. 

The  church  has  a  membership  of  about 

375- 

The  Sabbath-school  was  organized  in 
1857,  by  withdrawal  from  the  Union  Sab¬ 
bath-school,  managed  under  the  joint  care 
of  the  Presbyterian,  Baptist  and  Methodist 
churches.  The  Sabbath-school  is  managed 
by  five  officers  and  twenty-five  teachers, 
and  has  an  average  attendance  of  175.  J. 
J.  Tolerton  is  superintendent. 

Baptist  Church. — This  church  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  autumn  of  1854,  by  Rev. 
L.  Knapp,  who  held  regular  services  for 
about  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Joliet,  Illinois.  July  31  the  society  had 
a  meeting  at  the  school-house,  at  which 
time  the  members  resolved  to  place  the 
church  on  a  sound  footing,  and  to  seek  rec¬ 


ognition  from  the  other  churches,  which 
was  accomplished  August  28.  Rev.  Mr. 
Dean,  of  New  Hartford,  preached  to  the 
little  band  till  November  21,  when  Rev. 
W.  K.  Walton  was  invited  to  become  the 
pastor,  who  was  ordained  December  23, 
and  remained  in  charge  till  November  21, 
i860.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  E. 
Bailey.  Rev  A.  G.  Eberhart  became  pastor 
September  1,  1862,  and  remained  till  No¬ 
vember  27,  1867.  His  was  a  prosperous 
ministry,  for  the  church  was  largely  in¬ 
creased,  twenty-six  being  received  into  fel¬ 
lowship  at  one  meeting. 

The  society  had  bought  the  old  school- 
house  and  converted  it  into  a  parsonage  in 
1854.  During  Mr.  Eberhart.’s  stay  the 
church  was  built.  It  was  dedicated  in 
1863.  Following  Elder  Eberhart  came 
Elders  D.  N.  Mason,  Star  and  W.  H. 
Stifler,  covering  a  period  of  about  eight 
years.  Rev.  G.  W.  Wisselius  became  pas¬ 
tor  June  23,  1876,  but  resigned  December 
10.  A  difficulty  had  arisen  between  him 
and  the  church,  which  was  the  cause  of 
much  local  and  newspaper  comment.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Bush,  March 
4,  1877,  Rev.  H.  Williams  in  August,  1881, 
and  Rev.  William  W.  Onderdonk,  July, 
1885.  The  membership  is  now  175.  The 
Sunday-school  was  first  organized  May  8, 
1859,  and  has  now  an  average  attendance 
of  seventy-five.  Charles  Locke  is  super¬ 
intendent. 

Presbyterian  Church. — The  beginning 
of  this  church  dates  from  March  18,  1855, 
when  the  society  was  organized  under  the 
ministration  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Phillips,  with 
seven  members,  all  of  them  now  dead. 
Rev.  Mr.  Phillips  remained  till  October  17, 
1858,  services  being  held  usually  in  Mul- 
larky’s  Hall  during  his  stay.  Rev.  William 
Porterfield  was  installed  pastor  December 
31,  1858,  and  withdrew  October  14,  1861, 
leaving  an  unpleasant  impression  behind 
him.  The  church  was  built  during  his 
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stay,  which  was  dedicated  in  October  of 
that  year,  the  Synod  being  in  session  at 
Cedar  Falls  during  the  time. 

Rev.  Stephen  Waterbury  became  pastor 
December  9,  1861,  and  remained  just  three 
years.  Rev.  Albert  True  presided  from 
May  21,  1865,  to  January  6,  1867,  followed 
by  Rev.  D.  Russell  from  April  7,  1867,  to 
March  28,  1869,  during  whose  stay  a  con¬ 
siderable  revival  was  experienced.  Rev. 
S.  M.  Griffith  was  called  to  the  pulpit  July 
1 6,  1869,  and  ministered  till  August  31, 
1872,  leaving  a  good  reputation.  Rev.  A. 
J.  Compton  remained  only  a  short  time — 
from  October  11,  1872,  to  May  n,  1873. 
On  the  latter  date  Rev.  A.  B.  Goodale  as¬ 
sumed  charge  of  the  church,  and  remained 
a  little  over  four  years.  Mr.  Goodale,  who 
had  been  a  missionary  in  the  East  Indies, 
proved  a  valuable  pastor,  for  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church  was  considerably  in¬ 
creased  during  his  stay. 

Rev.  John  Wood  took  charge  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1877,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Donald  Fletcher  in  January,  1879,  Rev*  W. 
E.  Mack  in  October,  1880,  and  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Warren  in  April,  1884. 

The  present  membership  is  about  125. 
The  Synod  has  held  two  sessions  here,  and 
the  Presbytery  three. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  very  large,  there 
being  about  140  pupils,  under  the  superin¬ 
tendency  of  Caleb  May. 

St.  Patrick’s  Catholic  Church. — This 
is  one  of  the  oldest  societies  in  Cedar  Falls. 
The  first  mass  was  celebrated  by  Rev. 
Father  McGinnis,  at  the  house  of  Andrew 
Mullarky,  in  January,  185  5,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  that  day  he  lectured  at  the  school- 
house.  The  main  occasion  for  this  visit 
was  the  recent  birth  of  Elizabeth  E.  Mul¬ 
larky  (Mrs.  A.  H.  Morrill),  Father  McGin¬ 
nis  having  been  summoned  to  administer 
the  rite  of  confirmation. 

In  May  of  that  year  Bishop  Loras,  ac¬ 
companied  by  another  clergyman,,  visited 


Cedar  Falls  and  provided  for  regular  serv¬ 
ices,  which  were  conducted  for  several 
months,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brady,  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Slattery.  In  1856  Father  Shields 
assumed  charge,  and  in  1857,  during  his 
pastorate,  a  church  was  built  on  Washing¬ 
ton  street,  just  above  Seventh.  Father 
Shields  died  at  Waverly  in  1870,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Father  McLaughlin, followed 
by  Father  Gunn,  who  remained  three  years, 
and  added  a  residence  to  the  church 
property.  His  successors  were  Rev.  Messrs. 
O’ Dowd,  Flavin  and  Ryan.  Next  came 
Father  Smith,  under  whose  energetic  man¬ 
agement  a  splendid  church  was  built. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  August  11, 
1876.  Mass  was  celebrated  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Smith,  assisted  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Scallon,  of 
Waterloo,  and  Niemers,  of  Gilbertville. 
This  was  followed  by  a  procession  to  the 
location  of  the  new  church,  succeeded  by  a 
sermon  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  and 
the  placing  of  the  stone. 

The  edifice,  which  was  erected  near  the 
former  one,  was  dedicated  November  4,  by 
Rt-.Rev.  John  Hennessy.  Mass  was  said 
in  the  forenoon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  assisted 
by  several  pastors  of  neighboring  churches. 
The  services  lasted  far  into  the  afternoon, 
the  sermon  being  preached  by  Bishop  Hen¬ 
nessy,  with  his  accustomed  eloquence  and 
power.  The  music  was  supplied  by  the 
choir  from  the  church  at  Waterloo.  Not¬ 
withstanding  that  a  severe  snow  storm  was 
prevailing,  the  spacious  church  was  densely 
crowded,  visitors  being  in  attendance  from 
the  churches  in  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Falls. 
Next  morning  a  large  number  were  con¬ 
firmed  at  the  church  by  the  bishop  in  per¬ 
son. 

Father  Charles  McCabe,  the  present  pas¬ 
tor,  came  in  1878. 

There  are  about  eighty  families  con¬ 
nected  with  St.  Patrick’s. 

St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church. — This 
society  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1855, 
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by  Rev.  James  Keeler,  at  the  school-house. 
Rev.  James  Gi fiord  succeeded  Mr.  Keeler 
the  following  year,  preaching  alternately 
at  Cedar  Falls  and  Waterloo.  Rev.  Walter 
Loyd  followed  in  1861. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Kinney  assumed  charge  in 
1864.  He  soon  returned  to  New  York, 
married,  and  brought  his  bride  to  Cedar 
Falls.  By  the  free  use  of  Mrs.  Kinney’s 
money  and  his  own  hard  work  the  church 
was  built.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  remained 
till  1869,  leaving  poorer  in  purse  than  when 
they  came,  but  with  a  tender  remembrance 
of  them  by  all  his  parishioners.  Rev.  Ezra 
Isaacs  occupied  the  pulpit  for  a  short  time 
in  1873. 

Rev.  F.  Humphreys  took  pastoral  charge 
in  1873,  and  remained  until  the  winter  of 
1 877-  78,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Estabrook,  of  Independence.  The  pres¬ 
ent  rector,  Rev.  W.  F.  Lloyd,  came  in 
August,  1882.  There  are  now  about  thirty 
communicants. 

A  Sabbath-school  has  been  maintained 
since  the  organization  of  the  church. 

German  Lutheran  Church. — A  society 
of  this  church  was  organized  in  the  summer 
of  1865,  by  Rev.  B.  Durschner.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  a 
year;  but  by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Dursch¬ 
ner  and  the  substantial  help  of  Mr.  Boehmler 
(deceased),  the  society  had  a  church  of  its 
own  in  the  autumn  of  1866. 

Rev.  L.  Lish  accepted  a  call  to  the 
church  in  the  spring  of  1867,  and  remained 
till  July,  1868,  followed  by  Rev.  B.  Foelsch, 
who  came  directly  hither  from  Germany. 
Mr.  Foelsch  began  by  holding  morning  and 
evening  services  every  Sabbath,  and  heard 
a  Bible  class  everv  Wednesday  evening, 
besides  preaching,  for  a  time,  on  alternate 
Sabbath  afternoons  at  Waterloo.  In  1880 
came  C.  Mehrtens,  and  in  1883  Rev.  Bar- 
kow,  the  present  pastor. 

The  congregation  numbers  about  sixty- 
five  families.  A  school-house  has  been  built 


under  Mr.  Barkow,  which  is  used  for  a 
parochial  school. 

German  Evangelical  Church. —  The 
first  services  of  this  faith  were  held  at  the 
old  school-house  in  1857,  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Shafely  and  More,  who  preached  three  or 
four  times.  Rev.  Mr.  Phile  visited  Cedar 
Falls  every  three  or  four  weeks,  during 
1859,  usually  preaching  in  dwelling-houses. 
Rev.  Henry  Klinsorge  came  in  i860  and 
remained  one  year.  Rev.  Henry  Hinser 
came  in  1861,  remaining  two  years,  under 
whose  pastorate  a  revival  was  held,  result¬ 
ing  in  fifty  additions  to  the  society.  A 
church  was  also  built  during  his  pastorate. 
His  successors  were  Rev.  Jacob  Keiber, 
two  years ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bernner,  one  year ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Harlacher,  two  years;  Rev.  Mr. 
Schultz,  two  years;  Rev.  Jacob  Nuhn,  one 
year ;  Rev.  Mr.  Harlacher,  three  years ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Klinsorge,  two  years ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Bernner,  three  years  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Pfund,  two 
years  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Gruener,  three  years,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Raal,  three  years.  During  this 
time  the  church  grew  from  a  mission  to  a 
circuit,  and  from  that  to  a  station. 

Another  church  was  built  in  1876,  and 
the  old  church  was  converted  into  a  day- 
school  room.  The  new  building  is  36x64 
feet,  with  spire  114  feet  high,  and  cost  $6,- 
500.  The  dedication  ceremonies  were  held 
on  Sunday,  December  24,  the  sermon  being 
preached  by  Bishop  Esher,  of  Chicago. 

The  church  includes  about  seventy  fami¬ 
lies.  The  Sunday-school  was  organized  in 
1 869. 

Danish  Lutheran  Church. — This  so¬ 
ciety  was  organized  in  1871,  by  Rev.  A.  S. 
Neilson,  who  settled  in  Cedar  Falls  the 
same  year.  The  project  for  building  was  en¬ 
tered  on  in  the  following  year.  The  edifice 
was  dedicated  September  7,  1873,  the  ser¬ 
mon  being  preached  by  the  pastor.  The 
building  is  40  x  60  feet  in  size,  with  vesti¬ 
bule  and  spire,  and  cost  about  $4,000.  It 
is  located  toward  the  southwestern  part  of 
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the  city.  The  membership  is  about  seventy. 
The  next  pastor  after  Rev.  Neilson  was 
Rev.  J-  Jensen,  who  came  in  September, 
1879.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  C.  Chris¬ 
tianson,  came  in  1885. 

Congregational  Church. — In  accord¬ 
ance  with  letters  missive,  a  council  met  at 
the  Congregational  Hall  in  Cedar  Falls,  July 
7,  i860,  to  consider  the  question  of  organ¬ 
izing  a  Congregational  church.  The  min¬ 
isters  attending  were:  J.  R.  Nutting, 
Bradford ;  J.  C.  Holbrook,  Dubuque  ;  H. 

N.  Gates,  Earlville ;  I.  Russell,  Buffalo 
Grove;  0.  Emerson,  Twelve-Mile  Creek; 

O.  W.  Merrill,  Waterloo.  Revs.  J.  R. 
Upton  and  L.  B.  Fifield  attended,  though 
not  as  members.  The  following  day 
— Sunday — the  church  at  Cedar  Falls 
was  organized  with  seventeen  members — 
six  males  and  eleven  females.  The  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Holbrook,  and 
the  fellowship  of  the  churches  extended  by 
Rev.  H.  N.  Gates. 

Rev.  L.  B.  Fifield,  of  Manchester,  was 
invited  to  become  pastor,  which  he  did  at 
that  time,  and  remained  until  June  10,  1870. 
Mr.  Fifield  was  an  excellent  preacher,  his 
matter  being  better  than  his  manner.  He 
was  a  studious,  bookish  man,  reserved  in 
manner  and  made  acquaintances  slowly. 
One  peculiarity  was  his  inattention  on  the 
street  to  his  acquaintances,  frequently  pass¬ 
ing  without  seeming  to  see  them. 

The  society  in  1862  purchased  the  build¬ 
ing  which  had  been  erected  by  the  Meth¬ 
odists.  The  church  received  help  until 
1872  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society, 
when,  through  the  exertions  of  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  C.  Gibbs,  who  assumed  charge 
shortly  after  Mr.  Fiheld’s  withdrawal,  the 
society  became  self-supporting. 

The  present  membership  is  about  100  ; 
there  having  been  in  all  about  200 
names  borne  on  the  church  book.  The 
Sabbath-school  was  organized  in  i860.  Its 
superintendents  have  been  G.  N.  Miner, 


James  Miller  and  W.  C.  Bryant. 
130  pupils  attend. 


About 


SECRET  SOCIETIES. 


Black  Hawk  Lodge ,  No.  65,  A.  F.&  A.  M., 
was  organized  in  1853.  The  present  officers 
are:  E.  L.  Andrews,  Worthy  Master;  W. 
H.  Hurd,  Senior  Warden;  A.  Grundy, 
Junior  Warden  ;  Will  F.  Whittaker,  Secre¬ 
tary  ;  H.  B.  Cropper,  Treasurer;  William 
Morris,  Senior  Deacon  ;  Hans  Hyer,  Junior 
Deacon;  F.  Peterson,  Tiler.  The  present 
membership  is  seventy,  and  meetings  are 
held  on  Monday  evening,  on  or  before  each 
full  moon. 

Valley  Chapter ,  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  under  dispensation,  November  3, 

1 85 7,  with  James  Keeler  as  M.  E.  H.  P. ; 
John  Garrison,  E.  K.;  S.  H.  Packard,  E.  S.; 
M.  Simons,  Treasurer;  John  H.  Brown, 
Secretary ;  Charles  R.  Arnold,  C.  H. ; 
Robert  Lapsley,  P.  S.;  S.  P.  Brainard,  R. 
A.  C.;  S.  A.  Bishop,  3d  V.;  John  Hartman, 
2d  V. 

The  charter  was  issued  in  October,  1858. 

The  present  officers  are  :  L.  H.  Severin, 
H.  P.;  C.  H.  Rodenbach,  K.;  W.  H.  Stick- 
ney,  Scr.;  W.  H.  Hurd,  Treasurer ;  H.  B. 
Cropper,  Secretary;  S.  Van  Der  Vaart,  C. 
of  H.;  H.  H.  Piersol,  P.  S.;  Hans  Hyer,  R. 
A.  C.;  P.  Hoagland,  3d  V.;  W.  R.  Graham, 
2d  V.;  W.  A.  Bennett,  G.  The  chapter  has 
sixty  members  and  meets  the  Tuesda)^ 
evening  on  or  before  the  full  moon. 

Baldwin  Commandery,  No.  11,  K.  T. — The 
dispensation  of  this  body  was  issued  by 
W.  E.  Leffingwell,  Grand  Commander, 
December  15,  1866,  and  the  commandery 
was  organized  and  instituted  by  E.  A.  Guil- 
bert,  D.  G.  Commander,  April  3,  1867. 
The  charter  was  issued  November  13, 
1867,  and  the  officers  chosen  were:  G.  B. 
Van  Saun,  E.  C.;  S.  A.  Bishop,  Gen.;  E. 
Townsend,  C.  G.;  A.  G.  Thompson,  Prelate; 
J.  M.  Benjamin,  Treasurer ;  S.  H.  Packard, 
Recorder ;  Frank  Neely,  S.  W.;  A.  B.  Ses- 
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sions,  J.  YV.;  L.  N.  Fabrick,  St.  B.;  E.  A. 
Haskell,  S\v.  B.;  P.  Pickton,  YV.;  J.  G. 
Dimmitt,  S. 

The  officers  for  1886  are:  C.  A.  YVise, 
Com.;  H.  B.  Cropper,  Gen.;  C.  C.  Knapp, 
C.  G.;  C.  H.  Rodenbach,  S.  YV.;  L.  H.  Sev- 
erin,  J.  YV.;  YV.  A.  Bennett,  Treasurer; 
W.  H.  Hurd,  Recorder;  H.  H.  Piersol, 
Warder ;  William  Morris,  St.  B.;  W.  J. 
McNally,  Sw.  B.;  C.  Schellenger,  Sentinel. 
The  commandery  has  seventy  members, 
and  meets  on  Friday  evening,  on  or  before 
each  full  moon. 

Cedar  Falls  Lodge,  No.  71,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  was 
established  October  10,  1855.  Among  its 
charter  members  were  Dr.  H.  H.  Meredith, 
B.  B.  Smith,  Andrew  Kennedy  and  J.  M. 
Benjamin.  The  officers  at  present  writing 
are:  T.  L.  Story,  N.  G.;  John  Haskett,  V. 
G.;  A.  W.  Warren,  Secretary;  Zach.  Mc¬ 
Nally,  Treasurer.  The  lodge  has  fifty-seven 
members  and  meets  every  Thursday  even- 


mg. 


Cedar  V 'alley  Lodge ,  No.  223,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
was  instituted  by  a  dispensation,  naming 
Henry  Pfeiffer,  Jacob  Pfeiffer,  Sebastian 
Klaus,  Jacob  Geier,  F.  Bepler,  Adam 
Clos,  Philip  Hopp,  Morris  Leopold,  Chas. 
Hesse  and  John  Collman.  The  charter 
was  granted  October  17,  1872.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  are  :  Rodolph  Fegerst,  N.  G.; 
Chris.  YValdoff,  V.  G.;  Abram  Wild,  Sec¬ 
retary  ;  John  Rapp,  Treasurer.  The  lodge 
has  thirty-one  members  and  meets  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evenings. 

Mt.  Moriah  Encampment,  No.  25,  I.  0.  0. 
F.,  was  organized  in  June,  1883.  The  of¬ 
ficers  at  present  writing  are  :  M.  Davis, 
C.  P.;  Abram  Wild,  S.  W.;  T.  L.  Story,  H. 
P.;  H.  N.  YVheeler,  J.  W.;  A.  YV.  YVarren, 
Secretary.  The  membership  is  thirty-four 
and  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Mondays  of  each  month. 

Cedar  Falls  Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  0.  U.  W., 
was  organized  October  23,  1875,  with  the 
following  as  officers  :  S.  H.  Packard,  P. 


M.  W.;  R.  O.  Beeson,  M.  W.;  Phil.  Boehm- 
ler,  Foreman;  Francis  Cox,  Overseer;  T. 
F.  Beswick,  Guide  ;  L.  O.  Howland,  Re¬ 
corder  ;  S.  N.  Pierce,  Financier ;  W.  P. 
Overman,  Receiver  ;  H.  C.  Shaver,  I.  YV.; 
F.  H.  Hurd,  O.  YV.;  T.  F.  Beswick,  Francis 
Cox,  F.  A.  Hotchkiss,  Trustees.  The 
present  officers  are:  Jay  W.  Smith,  P.  M. 
W.;  M.  N.  Dayton,  M.  YV.;  F.  Matthias,  F.; 
Z.  McNally,  O.;  L.  Pennington,  Recorder ; 
George  A.  Newman,  Fin.;  C.  C.  Knapp, 
Receiver;  M.  Davis,  G.;  H.  P.  Leland,  I. 
YV.;  George  Mornin,  O.  W.;  S.  N.  Pierce 
and  J.  W.  Young,  Med.  Ex.;  E.  Townsend, 

F.  Matthias  and  C.  Boehmler,  Trustees. 
The  lodge  has  102  members  and  meets  the 
second  and  fourth  Tuesday  evenings  of  each 
month. 

James  Brownell  Post,  No.  222,  G.  A.  R., 
was  mustered  in  June,  1883,  with  less  than 
fifty  members.  This  number  is  now  in¬ 
creased  to  more  than  100  and  meetings  are 
held  on  alternate  Thursday  evenings.  The 
present  officers  are  :  E.  Townsend,  Com.; 
S.  B.  Humbert,  S.  V.  C.;  Dr.  S.  Van  Der 
Vaart,  J.  V.  C.;  Dr.  George  A.  Newman, 
Adj.;  C.  H.  Boehmler,  Q.  M.;  S.  M.  Pierce, 
Sur.;  J.  Bowman,  Chap.;  E.  A.  Glanville, 
O.  D.;  D.  Mettler,  O.  G. 

Potomac  Camp,  No.  63,  Y.  of  V ’.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  early  in  December,  1885,  with  near¬ 
ly  thirty  members.  The  camp  meets  the 
first  and  third  Tuesdays  of  each  month.  The 
officers  for  1886  are:  W.  H.  Hunnewell 
Capt.;  F.  C.  Waterbury,  First  Lieutenant; 
YV.  H.  Crandall,  Second  Lieutenant;  C.  E. 
Locke,  Chaplain ;  E.  S.  Philpott,  O.  S.;  T. 

G.  Mills,  S.  G.;  A.  E.  Glanville,  Q.  M.  S.; 
Fred  Hogan,  P.  G.;  YV.  L.  Carter,  C.  G.; 
George  Humbert,  C.  S. 

The  Women  s  Relief  Corps,  auxiliary  to 
the  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized  in  1885  with 
twenty  members,  which  number  is  now  in¬ 
creased  to  about  thirty-five.  It  meets  the 
first  and  third  YVednesdays  of  each  month, 
and  is  now  officered  as  follows:  Mrs. 
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Sarah  Townsend,  President;  Mrs.  Addie 
Humbert,  S.  V.  P.;  Mrs.  Alice  Newman,  J. 
V.  P.;  Mrs.  Lanie  Hemenway,  Secretary. 

Red  Cedar  Lodge,  No.  83,  K.  P.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1882  with  twenty  members, 
which  number  is  now  doubled.  Meetings 
are  held  every  other  Friday.  The  present 
officers  are  :  Frank  Jackson,  C.  C.;  George 
Shearer,  V.  C.;  George  Shillinglaw,  K.  of 
R.  &  S.:  D.  Cameron,  M.  of  E.;  M.  Chap¬ 
man,  M.  of  F. 

Golden  Star  Council,  No.  488,  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum,  was  established  in  June,  1880.  The 
officers  for  1886  are:  J.  Thompson,  Reg.; 
C.  A.  Severin,  V.  R.;  J.  D.  Corcoran,  P.  R.; 


L.  H.  Severin,  Treasurer;  Charles  Law¬ 
rence,  Col.;  John  Fox,  Secretary.  The 
membership  is  thirty-four,  and  meetings 
are  held  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of 
each  month. 

Cedar  Falls  Lodge,  No.  75 >  I*  L.  of  H.,  was 
started  in  1880,  and  now  has  about  ico 
members.  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first 
Friday  evening  of  each  month.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  are :  E.  H.  Cobb,  P.;  Henry 
Johnson,  V.  P.;  Fitzroy  Sessions,  R.  S.  and 
F.  S.;  G.  T.  Boehmler,  Treasurer;  John 
Jeffers,  Chaplain  ;  Ish  D.  Corning,  Usher; 
H.  Leland,  D.  K.;  VV.  S.  Philpott,  Sentinel; 
Fitzroy  Sessions,  Rep.  to  G.  L. 
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LA  FORTE  CITY ^  SMALL  TOWNS,! 


-^LA  PORTE  CITY.^- 


iH  I S  pleasant  town, 
located  on  the  south 
half  of  section  25, 
township  87,  range  12 
(Big  Creek),  was  sur¬ 
veyed  by  Wesley 
Whipple,  June  5,  1855; 
plat  filed  for  record  July 
16 ,  1855,  by  the  proprietors, 
Jesse  Wasson,  Junia  Was¬ 
son,  W.  Catlin  and  Rosella 
Catlin.  At  least  a  dozen 
additions  have  been  made 
to  the  original  plat.  The 
town  was  named  by  Dr. 
W asson  in  honor  of  La 
Porte,  Indiana,  where  he 
had  previously  lived. 

The  first  settler  in  town  was  Dr.  Jesse 
Wasson,  who  built  the  first  building  on  the 
town  plat,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Lo¬ 
cust  streets,  in  April,  1855.  It  was  designed 
as  a  storehouse  and  was  opened  as  such 
with  a  stock  of  goods  in  May  following;  but 
he  occupied  a  portion  of  it  for  a  dwelling 
until  he  completed  his  house,  which  he 
built  during  the  ensuing  summer. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  G.  Bishop, 
the  first  attorney  in  the  new  town  ;  W.  L. 


A. 


Fox,  R.  Moutray,  W.  C.  Kennedy,  R. 
Brooks  and  George  Cook. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  erected  by  Dr. 
Wasson  in  1856,  on  Big  Creek,  near  the 
present  railroad  bridge. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  built  by  Lewis 
Turner  in  1 85 5— ’6,  about  200  feet  above  the 
present  mill.  This  mill  was  burned  about 
i860,  and  was  not  restored  until  i864~’5, 
when  T.  H.  Elwell  built  another  about  200 
feet  below  the  site  of  the  old  one.  Elwell’s 
mill  was  and  is  one  of  the  best  flouring- 
mills  in  Iowa,  is  supplied  with  all  the  most 
approved  machinery  and  modern  improve¬ 
ments,  and  manufactures  the  highest  grades 
of  flour.  The  roller  process  was  introduced 
in  1881.  Mr.  Elwell  sold  an  interest  in  the 
mill  property  to  his  son-in-law,  Babcock, 
and  the  mill  was  run  by  Elwell  &  Babcock. 
Since  Mr.  Babcock’s  decease  there  has 
been  no  change  in  the  firm  name,  Mrs. 
Babcock  retaining  her  interest. 

In  1856  John  Rolph  and  W.  L.  Fox  built 
a  story-and-a-half  building,  12x12  feet,  in 
the  brush,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street, 
near  Commercial,  every  stick  of  timber  in 
which,  says  Mr.  Fox,  was  taken  from  public 
lands.  The  upper  floor  of  this  building  was 
designed  as  a  paint  shop  by  Mr.  Rolph  ; 
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the  lower  floor  was  supplied  with  a  few  rude 
benches,  and  in  that  same  summer  the  first 
school  in  town  was  opened  in  it  by  Miss 
Hattie  Fleming  (now  Mrs.  James  Fosdick), 
of  Jesup. 

The  first  school-house  was  built  of  logs 
on  “  school-house  square.”  The  second 
was  a  frame  building,  built  in  1863-4,  on 
the  same  site.  Near  this  a  brick  school- 
house  was  erected  in  1871-2,  and  both  are 
now  occupied  for  school  purposes.  The 
principal  is  C.  A.  Woodey,  with  an  assis¬ 
tant  principal  and  four  teachers. 

John  Thompson  was  the  blacksmith 
who  struck  the  first  ringing  blows  on  the 
anvil  in  La  Porte,  in  a  log  shop,  near  the 
corner  of  Commercial  and  Main  streets. 

The  town  was  originally  called  La  Porte, 
simply,  but  there  being  another  place  of  the 
same  name  in  the  State  a  change  became 
necessary,  so  after  a  vote  had  been  taken 
on  the  subject  (about  1858),  “City”  was 
added  to  the  name. 

ORGANIC. 

October  7,  1870,  G.  W.  Hayzlett,  Jasper 
Parks  and  thirty-nine  others  presented  a 
petition  to  the  Circuit  Court  praying  for 
the  incorporation  of  La  Porte  City.  An 
election  was  ordered,  and  held  at  the  “Ken¬ 
nebec  House”  (now  the  National),  January 
31,  1871,  which  resulted — no  votes  “for 
incorporation  ”  and  seventy -five  votes 
“  against  incorporation  ;”  and  on  the  nth 
day  of  February,  1871,  the  court  declared 
the  town  of  La  Porte  City  duly  incorpo¬ 
rated. 

B.  S.  Stanton,  George  Walts,  Hiram 
Goodwin,  C.  T.  Ingersoll,  William  Chap¬ 
pie,  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  court, 
called  an  election  on  the  6th  day  of  March, 
1871,  for  the  election  of  officers.  The  elec¬ 
tion  resulted  as  follows :  Mayor,  R.  J.  Mc- 
Quilkin;  Recorder,  W.  H.  Brinkerhoff ; 
Trustees,  G.  W.  Hayzlett,  W.  A.  Walker, 
William  Chappie,  John  Hilferty  and  W.  L. 
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Fox.  The  municipal  government  was  duly 
organized  March  n,  and  its  first  act  was 
the  adoption  of  rules  of  order.  April  1,  T. 
H.  Cole  was  elected  Marshal  and  Henry 
Chappie,  Treasurer,  and  April  15,  O.  G. 
Young  was  elected  Street  Commissioner. 
Following  are  the  officers  since  : 

1872.  — R.  J.  McQuilkin,  Mayor;  W.  H. 
Brinkerhoff,  Recorder ;  G.  W.  Hayzlett, 
W.  A.  Walker,  J.  R.  Stebbins,  B.  S.  Stan¬ 
ton  and  William  Chappie,  Trustees. 

1873.  — R.  J.  McQuilkin,  Mayor;  J.  R. 
Stebbins,  Recorder;  W.  H.  Brinkerhoff, 
W.  A.  Walker,  B.  S.  Stanton,  George  Ban¬ 
ger  and  R.  M.  Lane,  Trustees. 

1874.  — R.  J.  McQuilkin,  Mayor;  Henry 
Chappie,  Recorder;  R.  M.  Lane,  George 
Walts,  George  Banger,  W.  H.  McKee  and 
John  M.  Wright,  Trustees. 

1875.  — Jesse  Wasson,  Mayor;  E.  K.  Mc- 
Gogy,  Recorder;  Jacob  Wagner,  Robert 
M.  Lane,  G.  A.  Watson,  John  M.  Wright 
and  W.  H.  McKee,  Trustees. 

1876.  — Jesse  Wasson,  Mayor;  E.  K.  Mc- 
Gogy,  Recorder;  R.  J.  McQuilkin,  W.  A. 
Walker,  John  H.  Fisher,  William  Rolph 
and  George  Banger,  Trustees. 

1877.  — Jesse  Wasson,  Mayor;  B.  A. 
Chapin,  Recorder;  R.  J.  McQuilkin,  John 
H.  Fisher,  Henry  Sharon,  W.  A.  Walker 
and  George  Banger,  Trustees. 

1878.  — William  A.  Walker,  Mayor;  B.  A. 
Chapin,  Recorder;  John  H.  Fisher,  John 
E.  Eberhart,  Nelson  Taylor,  Adam  Keller 
and  William  Hamilton,  Trustees. 

1879.  — Jacob  Wagoner,  Mayor;  Henry 
Chappie,  Recorder;  George  Banger,  Nel¬ 
son  Taylor,  A.  Keller,  J.  P.  Strong,  John 
H.  Fisher  and  W.  W.  Hamilton,  Trustees. 

1880.  — Jacob  Wagoner,  Mayor;  A.  Van 
Valkenburg,  Recorder;  George  Banger, 
Nelson  Taylor,  A.  Keller,  J.  P.  Strong, 
John  H.  Fisher  and  W.  W.  Hamilton,  Trus¬ 
tees. 

1881.  — Jesse  Wasson,  Mayor;  Cato  Sells, 
Recorder;  JohnTreanor,  John  McQuilkin, 
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W.  VV.  Hamilton,  Nelson  Taylor,  J.  P. 
Strong  and  George  Banger,  Trustees. 

1882.  —  William  Rolph,  Mayor;  Cato 
Sells,  Recorder;  W.  A.  Buchanan,  N.  T. 
Van  Winkle,  George  Banger,  W.  W.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  John  Treanor  and  W.  D.  Wagoner, 
Trustees. 

1883.  — Cato  Sells,  Mayor;  A.  Van  Valk- 
enburg,  Recorder;  A.  U.  Evarts,  W.  L. 
Fox,  R.  J.  McQuilkin,  W.  D.  Wagoner,W. 
W.  Hamilton  and  John  Treanor,  Trustees. 

1884.  — William  Rolph,  Mayor;  A.  Van 
Valkenburg,  Recorder;  G.  W.  Hayzlett, 
W.  W.  Hamilton,  W.  D.  Wagoner,  W.  L. 
Fox,  A.  U.  Evarts  and  R.  J.  McQuilkin, 
Trustees. 

1885.  — William  Rolph,  Mayor;  S.  A. 
Wagoner,  Recorder;  A.  U.  Evarts,  John 
Treanor,  W.  D.  Wagoner,  G.  W.  Hayzlett, 
W.  W.  Hamilton  and  R.  J.  McQuilkin, 
Trustees. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Following  are  the  names  of  those  who 
have  been  in  charge  of  the  postoffice,  with 
the  year  of  their  respective  appointments: 
Jesse  Wasson,  1855;  Lewis  Turner,  1857; 
William  L.  Fox,  1858;  Cyrus  C.  Charles, 
1861;  George  W.  Hayzlett,  1868;  John  R. 
Stebbins,  1874;  Buren  S.  Wasson,  1885. 

FIRST  IRON  BRIDGE  IN  COUNTY. 

The  first  iron  bridge  built  in  the  county 
was  one  thrown  across  Big  Creek,  in  this 
town,  in  1867,  at  a  cost  of  $4,500,  and  in 
1874  a  substantial  Howe  truss  bridge  was 
built  across  Cedar  River,  nearly  opposite 
the  town,  which  cost  over  $7,000. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Independent  Fire  Company,  No.  1,  was 
organized  in  the  fall  of  1881  as  a  hook  and 
ladder  company.  The  necessary  appara¬ 
tus  was  purchased  by  the  city.  In  1875  a 
hand  engine  was  purchased  which  previ¬ 
ously  belonged  to  the  Cedar  Rapids  Fire 
Department.  In  1884  an  additional  hose 
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cart  was  purchased.  About  750  feet  of 
hose  are  owned  for  the  two  carts.  The 
first  foreman  was  John  Hilferty.  In  1886 
there  are  thirty-five  members.  M.  L.  New¬ 
ton  is  Chief,  and  A.  U.  Evarts,  Foreman. 

BANK. 

The  Union  State  Bank  was  organized  in 
1885.  George  W.  Hayzlett  is  President 
and  A.  Van  Valkenburg,  Cashier. 

CHURCHES. 

The  oldest  religious  organization  at  La 
Porte  City  is  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — This 
was  organized  in  1856,  and  was  first  supplied 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Hollingsworth,  then  of  Vinton. 
Meetings  were  held  first  in  a  private  build¬ 
ing  on  the  west  side  of  Big  Creek,  and  af¬ 
terward  in  the  school-house  and  in  a  public 
hall  until  1872,  when  a  church  edifice  was 
erected  on  block  10,  in  Wasson’s  addition, 
which  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  John  Clin¬ 
ton,  from  Mt.  V ernon.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  C.  L.  Gould,  came  from  Mt.  Vernon 
in  the  early  autumn  of  1885.  The  member¬ 
ship  of  the  society  is  nearly  sixty.  A  Sun¬ 
day-school  was  started  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  church,  and  A.  N.  Day 
was  its  first  superintendent. 

Evangelical  Association. — The  early 
history  of  this  church,  at  La  Porte,  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  that  of  the  Waterloo  church,  it 
being  a  part  of  the  same  until  1873,  when 
the  work  was  divided  and  the  La  Porte 
church  became  independent.  A  church 
was  built  in  1868,  and  dedicated  by  Bishop 
Long,  from  Illinois  (now  occupied  by  the 
American  Evangelical  Association).  Until 
1874  the  American  and  German  societies 
were  united,  but  in  that  year  they  were 
divided,  the  German  division  having  pur¬ 
chased  the  Presbyterian  church  in  1873. 
The  first  German  pastor  after  the  separa¬ 
tion  was  Rev.  Mr.  Egge,  who  was  followed 
successively  by  Revs.  Eckhart,  W.  Kolb, 
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N.  Knoll  and  the  present  pastor,  N.  Shook. 
The  Sunday-school  was  started  in  1870, 
withT.  Lunerman  as  superintendent.  The 
present  superintendent  is  Rev.  Mr.  Shook. 
A  nice  parsonage  has  been  built  near  the 
church.  The  American  society  still  occu¬ 
pies  the  church  purchased  in  1858.  Their 
first  pastor  was  Rev.  A.  Wagner;  the  next 
was  Rev.W.  J.  Hahn,  who  came  in  the  spring 
of  1877.  His  successors  came  as  follows: 
Revs.  0.  Manwell,  1879;  William  C.  Skates, 
1881;  S.  Hoover,  1882;  G.  M.  Johnson, 
1883;  D.  P.  Ellenberger,  1885.  Thechurch 
has  sixty-three  members.  The  pastor  is 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which 
has  an  attendance  of  seventy. 

Presbyterian  Church. — The  first  pub¬ 
lic  services  by  this  denomination  were  held 
by  Rev.  N.  C.  Robinson,  in  November,  1857, 
in  a  log  cabin,  which  stood  on  Commer¬ 
cial  street.  The  church  was  organized 
November  4,  1867,  by  a  council  consisting 
of  Rev.  Luther  Dodd  and  R.  Wylie,  Ruling 
Elders.  The  first  members  were  James 
McQuilkin,  T.  L.  Mayes,  R.  J.  McQuilkin, 
Jennie  H.  McQuilkin,  John  McQuilkin, 
William  P.  Mayes  and  Annie  Mayes.  Rev. 
J.  A.  Hoyt  was  first  pastor,  and  James  Mc¬ 
Quilkin  and  T.  L.  Mayes,  Ruling  Elders. 
In  1868  the  society  purchased  the  church 
built  by  the  Adventists,  about  1861,  and 
occupied  it  until  1873,  when  they  sold  it 
to  the  German  Evangelical  society,  reserv¬ 
ing  the  privilege  of  occupying  it  for  morn¬ 
ing  services  until  the  1st  of  November. 

In  June,  1873,  Dr.  C.  T.  Ingersoll,  R.  J. 
McQuilkin  and  B.  S.  Stanton  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  select  and  purchase 
a  site  for  a  new  church  edifice,  who  soon 
afterward  reported  that  they  had  selected 
lots  on  the  corner  of  First  and  Sycamore 
streets,  which  were  purchased  for  $400. 
J.  T.  Wagner,  an  architect,  drafted  a  plan 
for  the  building,  which  was  accepted,  and 
a  building  committee  appointed,  consisting 
of  C.  T.  Ingersoll,  B.  S.  Stanton,  R.  J.  Mc¬ 


Quilkin,  F.  S.  Boynton  and  F.  M.  Thomp¬ 
son.  Work  was  commenced  in  July,  1873, 
and  the  vestry  was  completed  ready  for 
occupation  in  the  last  part  of  November, 
1873.  The  church  proper  was  completed 
and  dedicated  on  the  last  Sabbath  in  No¬ 
vember,  1874,  the  dedicatory  sermon  being 
preached  by  Rev.  Stephen  Phelps,  of  Vin¬ 
ton.  The  building  is  60  x  36  feet,  and  cost, 
including  the  site,  $8,372.74. 

After  Mr.  Hoyt’s  pastorate,  Rev.  N.  C. 
Robinson  occupied  the  pulpit  about  six 
months,  when  Rev.  D.  S.  Morgan  became 
pastor,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
Donahey,  who  retired  April  1,  1878.  Since 
that  time  the  church  has  not  always  had  a 
regular  pastor,  but  has  been  served  by 
Revs.  W.  R.  Stewart,  G.  W.  Hayes,  N. 
Olerenshaw  and  A.  Taylor.  The  last 
named,  the  present  pastor,  came  in  the 
spring  of  1885.  The  church  has  now  a 
membership  of  seventy-five.  R.  J.  Mc¬ 
Quilkin  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  which  has  an  attendance  of  seventy- 
five  to  eighty. 

The  Advent  Church  had  a  society 
some  years  ago  and  built  a  church,  which 
was  finally  sold  to  the  German  Evangel¬ 
ical  Society. 

The  Episcopal  Church  also  had  an  or¬ 
ganization  once,  but  never  built  a  church, 
and  but  few  meetings  were  held. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

Trowel  Lodge,  No.  216,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
was  organized  under  a  dispensation  dated 
March  26,  1867.  The  petitioners  were : 
George  W.  Dickinson,  G.  W.  Haj^zlett, 
George  Raines,  O.  A.  Phillips,  F.  S.  Boyn¬ 
ton,  R.  C.  Heath  and  Hubbard  Moore. 
George  W.  Dickinson  was  the  first  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master,  and  George  W.  Hayzlett 
the  first  Senior  Warden.  The  lodge  was 
chartered  June  3,  1868,  and  the  first  officers 
were,  besides  the  two  above  named,  who 
were  re-elected:  William  Chappie,  J.  W.;  B. 
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S.  Stanton,  Treas.;  Jesse  Wasson,  Sec.;  Will¬ 
iam  Cooper,  S.  D.;  R.  C.  Heath,  J.  D.;  Mil¬ 
ler  Edsil,  Tiler.  The  officers  for  1886  are: 
John  S.  Eberhart,  W.  M.;  C.  S.  Shepherd, 
S.  W.;  Clarence  Young,  J.  W.;  John  Water- 
son,  Sec.;  B.  S.  Stanton,  Treas.  The  lodge 
has  between  fifty  and  sixty  members,  and 
meets  the  Wednesday  evening  on  or  before 
each  full  moon. 

Shield  Lodge ,  No.  127,  A.  0.  U.  IV.,  was 
organized  in  August,  1877,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers:  B.  A.  Chapin,  P.  M.  W.;  E.  M. 
Sharon,  M.  W.;  Nelson  Taylor,  F.;  John 
McQuilkin,  O.;  G.  S.  Bishop,  Recorder; 
John  S.  Eberhart,  Fin.;  B.  S.  Stanton,  Re¬ 
ceiver.  The  officers  at  present  are  :  R.  J. 
McQuilkin,  P.  M.  W.;  C.  W.  Ravlin,  M. 
W.;  John  McQuilkin,  F.;  B.  S.  Stanton,  O.; 
A.  Van  Yalkenburg,  Recorder ;  E.  M. 
Sharon,  Fin.;  H.  Shubert,  Receiver  ;  J.  H. 
Schneider,  G.;  C.  L.  Parsons,  I.  W.;  S.  O. 
Fox,  O.  W.;  J.  B.  Darling  and  W.  F.  Da¬ 
vids,  Med.  Ex.;  E.  M.  Sharon,  Rep.  to  G. 
L.  The  lodge  has  a  membership  of  thirty- 
one,  and  meets  the  first  and  second  Tues¬ 
day  evenings  of  each  month. 

F.  M.  Thompson  Post ,  No.  187,  G.  A.  R., 
was  mustered  in  June,  1883,  with  about 
twenty  members.  This  number  is  now  in¬ 
creased  to  sixty -two.  Meetings  are  held 
on  the  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  of 
each  month.  The  officers  in  1886  are:  J. 
C.  Adams,  Com.;  G.  F.  Sanford,  S.  V.  C.; 
Peter  Frost,  J.  V.  C.;  F.  S.  Bowen,  Q.  M. 
S.;  Alva  Colvin,  Chap.;  R.  J.  McQuilkin, 
Adj.;  William  Hamilton,  O.  D.;  Henry 
Kahler,  O.  G. 

The  next  largest  place  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  after  La  Porte  City,  is 

HUDSON. 

This  little  village  was  surveyed  and  plat¬ 
ted  by  George  W.  Miller,  June  15,  1857, 
John  L.  Alline  and  Asaph  Sergeant,  pro¬ 
prietors.  It  was  located  on  the  west  half 
of  section  26,  township  88,  range  14  (Black 


Hawk),  on  the  southeast  side  of  Black 
Hawk  Creek,  eight  miles  southwest  of 
Waterloo.  Through  it  passed  the  Water¬ 
loo  and  Eldora  road,  a  great  wagon  thor¬ 
oughfare,  over  which  mail  stages  made 
semi-weekly  trips.  About  the  time  this 
line  was  projected,  which  was  probably 
before  the  plat  was  made  or  recorded, 
speculation  was  rife  and  everybody  wanted 
all  the  land  they  could  see. 

The  first  house  on  the  village  site  was 
built  in  1852,  by  Hiram  Ludington.  He 
abandoned  the  house,  and  the  land  was  af¬ 
terward  entered  by  Adam  Shigley,  in  the 
autumn  of  1853. 

For  two  years,  the  little  village  of  Hud¬ 
son  had  flattering  prospects.  During  that 
time  there  were  erected  seven  dwellings, 
one  brick,  one  log  and  five  frame ;  two 
hotels,  one  brick  and  one  frame ;  one  frame 
store,  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Washing¬ 
ton  streets,  Asaph  Sergeant,  proprietor, 
and  one  blacksmith  shop. 

A  saw-mill  was  built  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
distant  in  185 7— ’8,  by  Tewksbury  Brothers. 
The  dam  was  made  of  logs  and  brush.  The 
mill  was  afterward  converted  into  a  flour¬ 
ing  mill,  and  is  now  a  feed-mill. 

The  population  of  the  village  is  between 
200  and  250.  Prosperity  has  been  experi¬ 
enced  since  the  building  of  the  W.  1.  &  N. 
Railroad,  in  1884. 

An  elevator  was  built  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  by  Brackett,  Armstrong  &  Co.,  of 
Marshalltown.  It  is  in  charge  of  Byron 
Sergeant.  About  50,000  bushels  of  grain  is 
shipped  annually  from  this  elevator. 

Following  is  a  business  directory  of 
Hudson  in  1886:  H.  A.  Lane  &  Co.,  gen¬ 
eral  store ;  Deitz  &  Popp,  hardware ; 
Slushar  &  Shank,  drugs  and  groceries ;  M. 
Schneck,  saloon  ;  Adam  Young,  restaurant; 
William  Eighmey,  general  store  ;  Wash¬ 
burn  &  Brooks,  general  store  ;  Frank  Ward, 
harness  ;  A.  Beard,  blacksmith  ;  P.  B.  Cur¬ 
tis,  Hudson  House;  D.  B.  Washburn  & 
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Co.,  lumber ;  George  Severance,  livery ; 
W.  F.  Brown,  creamery;  James  Holmes, 
feed-mill. 

The  postmasters  at  Hudson  have  been 
appointed  as  follows:  Lyman  Pierce,  18571 
Rufus  W.Wass,  1864;  Philander  B.  Curtis, 
1874;  H.  A.  Lane,  1878;  M.  Oppel,  1880; 
J.  H.  Washburn,  1881;  Samuel  Wilson, 
February  1,  1886. 

CHURCHES. 

Brethren  Church. — The  members  of 
the  Brethren  church  commenced  to  hold 
meetings  at  Hudson  in  the  spring  of  1884, 
and  in  the  following  autumn  they  moved 
their  church  from  the  country  to  the  village. 
The  society  has  about  100  members,  and 
services  are  held  every  Sunday  (alternately 
in  the  forenoon  and  evening),  by  Rev.  S. 
H.  Bashor,  who  commenced  his  labors 
here  in  the  autumn  of  1884. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  October,  1885,  by  a  council  of 
ministers,  and  at  present  occupy  the  Breth¬ 
ren  church.  Rev.  E.  E.  Webber  preaches 
every  Sunday,  one  time  in  the  morning, 
and  the  following  Sunday  in  the  evening. 
The  church  has  twent}T-one  members.  H. 
A.  Lane  and  William  Hicks  are  deacons; 
S.  D.  Mitchell  is  clerk,  and  A.  Cottrell, 
Samuel  Wilson,  and  C.  F.  Brandhorst  are 
trustees. 

There  is  a  Union  Sunday-school,  attended 
by  perhaps  150  pupils.  H.  A.  Lane  is 
superintendent. 

United  Brethren  Church — In  May, 
i860,  George  W.  Wilson  organized  a  Sab¬ 
bath-school  at  Jockeytown  school-house, 
which  became  the  nucleus  of  the  first  organ¬ 
ized  United  Brethren  church  in  the  county, 
under  the  charge  of  Rev.  John  Rowan,  with 
George  W.  Wilson  as  class-leader  and 
John  D.  Ferris  as  steward.  The  organiza¬ 
tion,  with  a  membership  of  fifteen,  was  con¬ 
summated  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  using  the 
same  school-house.  In  1879  a  church  edi¬ 


fice  was  erected  near  by.  In  the  spring  of 
1884  the  building  was  moved  to  the  village 
of  Hudson.  The  building  is  of  wood, 
costing  about  $2,200.  The  society  num¬ 
bers  in  1886  about  100,  with  Rev.  H.  H. 
Maynard  in  charge  as  its  pastor;  Alexander 
Glenney,  class-leader.  John  D.  Ferris,  stew¬ 
ard.  Rev.  Mr.  Maynard  is  also  in  charge 
of  an  auxiliary  society  which  holds  its 
meetings  at  the  Pratt  school-house,  and 
numbers  about  forty  members,  with  Frank 
M.  Bain  as  class-leader  and  Edward  Vial, 
steward. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
about  1880  in  the  school-house  near  Eagle 
Center,  and  in  August,  1884,  the  meeting 
place  was  changed  to  Hudson.  Meetings 
are  held  on  alternate  Sundays  in  the  United 
Brethren  church,  by  Rev  Mr.  Onderdonk, 
of  Cedar  Falls.  The  officers  of  the  church 
are  :  James  Holmes,  Peter  McNally  and 
William  P.  Thompson,  Deacons  ;  Robert 
McNally,  Secretary ;  George  Holmes, 
Peter  McNally  and  William  P.  Thompson, 
Trustees. 

CEDAR  CITY. 

The  first  settler  on  the  site  of  Cedar 
City  was  Paul  Somaneux,  who  built  a  cabin 
there  in  1847-48.  The  town  is  located  near 
the  east  bank  of  the  Cedar  River,  on  south 
half  of  sections  6,  89,  13,  and  was  laid  out 
in  1856  by  William  M.  Dean.  Prior  to  the 
advent  of  railroads,  it  was  a  town  of  some 
importance.  In  1865,  it  had  a  population 
of  about  200,  and  had  a  hotel,  a  school- 
house,  two  breweries,  two  stores,  etc. 
When  the  railroad  was  built,  however,  its 
business  was  drawn  to  the  neighboring 
town  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  now  there  are 
but  few  evidences  remaining  of  its  former 
prosperity. 

Just  west  of  Cedar  City,  on  the  flat,  is 
where  Newell  and  his  companion  camped 
when  returning  from  the  Upper  Cedar  in 
the  spring  of  1845  5  an<^  when  Somaneux 
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decided  to  make  a  claim,  he  could  find  no 
more  suitable  spot  than  where  Cedar  City 
now  stands.  lie  lived  here,  accordingly, 
when  not  engaged  in  trapping,  till  1851, 
when  he  died.  Mr.  Newell  has  recorded 
that  the  honest  Frenchman  sent  for  him 
when  he  felt  aeath  approaching,  and,  with 
Newell,  went  carefully  over  his  little  ac¬ 
counts  with  the  few  neighbors  at  Cedar 
Falls. 

Cedar  City  has  been  prominent  only  since 
the  advent  of  the  railway,  from  the  notori¬ 
ety  derived  from  the  attempted  murder 
of  Byron  Wright  by  Almira  Stickles. 

It  is  not  likely  that  the  town  can  regain 
its  former  thrift,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls  has  ample  room  to  spread  out  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  it  will  re¬ 
main  only  as  another  little  landmark  of  the 
restless  energy  of  1856,  that  marked  out 
town  plats  all  over  the  West,  where  town 
lots  would  not  sell  to  amplify  their  pro¬ 
jectors'  bank  account. 

GILBERTVILLE. 

This  town  was  located  on  sections  22,  23 
and  27,  township  88,  range  12,  in  Poyner 
Township,  John  Chamboud  and  John  Fel¬ 
ton,  proprietors.  The  county  records  show 
that  it  was  platted  in  1856,  but  it  seems 
probable  that  it  was  laid  out  at  least  a  year 
or  two  prior  to  that  date.  In  a  sketch  of 
this  town,  published  in  the  Ioiva  State  Re¬ 
porter  in  1875,  it  is  stated  that  in  1854  John 
Chamboud  and  John  Felton  came  into  the 
township  and  founded  the  city  of  Gilbert- 
ville.  As  Rome  was  called  the  “  seven- 
hilled  city,”  Gilbertville  might  be  called 
the  “  sand-hill  city,”  provided  it  ever  as¬ 
sumed  such  proportions.  The  question  has 
often  been  asked,  why  a  town  was  laid  out 
on  such  a  barren  place.  The  only  reason 
to  be  given  is  that  the  good  land  had  been 
entered  before  this,  and  the  rock  bottom 
and  fall  in  the  river  make  it  a  suitable  place 
for  a  mill,  which  was  much  needed.  A 


mill  was  built  on  the  west  bank  and  run  by 
steam  for  two  or  three  years.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  also  in  progress  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  dam  and  ferry,  when  the  accidental 
death  of  John  Felton,  by  drowning,  put  a 
stop  to  the  work.  Felton  and  two  other 
men  were  out  in  a  boat  stretching  a  cable 
across  the  river  for  the  ferry,  when  in  some 
manner  the  boat  was  caught  by  the  rope, 
upset  and  all  thrown  into  the  water.  Two 
of  the  men  were  rescued,  but  Felton  was 
unable  to  swim  and  was  drowned  before 
assistance  could  be  given  him. 

Messrs.  Chamboud  and  Felton  were  well 
calculated  to  carry  out  the  plans  which 
they  had  made  together,  the  former  possess¬ 
ing  good  planning  talent,  and  the  latter 
great  executive  ability.  One  was  theoret¬ 
ical  and  the  other  practical,  and  worked 
well  together,  but  neither  calculated  to  do 
much  alone. 

The  city  was  a  magnificent  one — on  pa¬ 
per.  It  was  extensively  laid  out  in  blocks, 
lots,  streets  and  avenues  on  both  sides  of 
the  Cedar  River.  There  were  seventy- 
eight  blocks  subdivided  into  714  lots  on  the 
east  side,  and  120  blocks  on  the  west  side. 
The  plat  represented  a  beautiful  city  pos¬ 
sessing  unequaled  natural  advantages.  It 
showed  a  large  public  square  in  the  center, 
a  beautiful  lake  in  the  center  of  the  square, 
a  nice  pleasure  boat  in  the  center  of  the 
lake,  with  a  party  of  pleasure  seekers  on 
board  the  boat  enjoying  a  sail.  Such  a 
magnificent  plat  was  well  calculated  to 
give  one  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  place ; 
but,  says  the  writer  of  the  sketch  above 
alluded  to,  “  I  must  confess  I  was  somewhat 
disappointed  when  I  came  to  visit  it  for  the 
first  time,  June  10,  1856.  I  drove  into  town 
with  three  yoke  of  heavy  cattle  to  a  light 
loaded  wagon.  I  had  crossed  many  sloughs 
without  getting  sloughed,  but  in  Gilbert¬ 
ville  I  got  sanded — stuck  in  the  deep  sand. 

I  had  to  put  my  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
call  on  Hercules  to  help  whip  the  cattle.” 
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Mr.  Chamboud,  the  projector  of  this  mag¬ 
nificent  enterprise,  took  his  plat  and  went 
to  Dubuque  to  sell  lots  and  to  induce  emi¬ 
gration  to  his  new  city.  Christopher  Kel¬ 
ley  was  pleased  with  the  glittering  pros¬ 
pect.  He  sold  his  possessions  in  Dubuque 
and  invested  the  proceeds  in  seven  lots  in 
the  “sand-hill  city  ”  of  the  Cedar.  On  his 
arrival,  however,  Kelley’s  wrath  was  right¬ 
eously  kindled,  and  there  was  some  pretty 
loud  and  pretty  hard  talk ;  but  he  was  in 
for  it ;  he  had  invested  his  all  in  lots  in  a 
paper  city ;  his  hopes  and  his  money  were 
all  sunk  together,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
remain  to  watch  the  spot  where  they  had 
disappeared.  Nicholas  Bowden  also  in¬ 
vested  in  town  lots  after  a  careful  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  plat;  but  when  he  came  to 
examine  his  Gilbertville  property  it  is  said 
he  gave  free  vent  to  his  rage  without  being 
very  fastidious  in  his  language.  John  Fa¬ 
gan  was  very  cautious ;  he  didn’t  want  to 
invest  until  he  had  seen  the  spot.  He  did 
not  place  implicit  reliance  in  Chamboud’s 
plat,  and  with  Joseph  Mathews  he  came  out 
to  see.  They  were  in  a  hurry  (perhaps  being 
fearful  that  the  lots  would  be  all  sold  before 
they  could  get  back)  and  made  the  journey 
from  Dubuque  to  Gilbertville  in  a  day  and 
a  half,  Mr.  Fagan  coming  on  foot  and 
Mathews  on  horseback.  They  came,  saw 
and  returned  to  Dubuque,  but  concluded 
not  to  invest. 

For  a  few  years  the  city  grew  rapidly. 
Chamboud,  Kammon  &  Felton  opened  a 
store  with  a  general  assortment,  well 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  country.  Nich¬ 
olas  Bowden  also  opened  a  small  store, 
but  did  not  continue  long.  John  Snyder 
had  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  in  1855,  and 
the  first  in  the  township.  John  Eickelberg, 
now  a  resident  of  Waterloo,  started  a 
wagon  shop  soon  after. 

In  1857  Peter  Felton  started  a  steam 
saw-mill  on  the  Cedar  bottom,  under  the 


bluff,  on  some  vacant  lots.  In  the  summer 
of  1858  the  top  of  the  smokestack  was  visi¬ 
ble  above  the  water  of  the  Cedar.  The 
next  season  he  moved  it  out  of  the  bottom 
and  set  it  in  the  center  of  the  public  square, 
and  where  the  lake  was  represented  to  be 
on  the  plat,  and  then  had  to  dig  a  well 
twelve  feet  deep  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
lake  to  get  water  to  supply  the  engine. 

Many  people  who  owned  land  in  the 
vicinity  built  in  town,  but  finding  it  incon¬ 
venient  they  removed  their  buildings  to 
their  farms. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  place,  it 
supported  a  small  brewery  and  tannery, 
but  they  soon  ceased  operations.  A  few 
years  after,  two  small  distilleries  existed 
for  a  short  time.  In  1856  a  small  Catholic 
church  was  erected  and  used  until  1868, 
when  a  larger  one  was  built,  which  was 
destroyed  by  wind  in  1874.  Another 
church  was  built  and  dedicated  early  in 
1875. 

RAYMOND. 

This  is  a  small  village  and  station  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  (originally  Du¬ 
buque  &  Pacific).  It  is  situated  on  the  north¬ 
west  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  2,  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  3,  township  88, 
range  12,  and  is  about  the  center  of  Poyner 
Township.  It  was  surveyed  by  John  Ball, 
County  Surveyor,  for  Edward  E.  McStay, 
proprietor,  April  11,  1866;  plat  filed  for 
record  January  14,  1867,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 
Edmund  Miller  built  a  house  and  an  eleva¬ 
tor  in  i860,  the  first  building  in  the  place. 
Porter  M.  Chaffee  built  and  opened  the 
first  store  in  1865. 

There  are  several  other  postoffices  in 
the  county,  and  several  have  at  times  been 
“boomed”  into  temporary  prominence, 
but  have  succumbed  to  the  enterprising 
competition  of  their  more  successful  rivals. 
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